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ADVEKTLSEMENT. 


Tho  pivs(»nt  seri(»s.  entitled  ''Sinithsoniuii  Miscollanoous  Colloc- 
tions/'  is  int4Mulo(l  to  (Mn})nur  all  tho  i)u))Iinitions  issued  ilirectly  hv 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  octavo  form:  thos(»  in  (juarto  constitut- 
ing tho  "Smithsonian  C/ontrilnitions  to  Knowh^do^c."  The  (juarto 
series  includes  memoirs,  embnicing  the  nvords  of  extended  original 
investigations  and  researches,  resulting  in  what  are  })elieved  to  1h»  new 
truths,  and  <'onstituting  positive  additions  to  th(»  sum  of  human  knowl- 
edgi».  The  octavo  series  is  design*»d  to  contain  reports  on  the  present 
stat<'  of  our  knowh»dge  of  particular  branches  of  science;  instructions 
for  collecting  and  digesting  facts  and  materials  for  res(Mirch;  lists  and 
synopses  of  species  of  th*»  oi'ganic  and  inorganic!  world:  museum  cata- 
logues: reports  of  explorations:  aids  to  ))il)liogra])hical  investigations, 
etc.,  genemlly  prepan^d  at  the  (»xpress  re(|uest  of  the  Institution,  and 
at  its  expense. 

In  the  Smithsonian  C'ontriluitions  to  Knowledge,  as  well  as  in  the 
present  series,  each  article  is  separately  pagt^d  anci  indexed,  and  the 
actual  date  of  its  publication  is  that  given  on  its  s])ecial  title-page,  and 
not  that  of  the  volunn*  in  which  it  is  plactul.  In  many  cases  works 
have  lu'en  published  and  largely  distributed,  years  befon*  their  com- 
bination into  volumes. 

S.  r.  LANGLKY. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tlio  Smithsonian  Institution  is  an  ostahlisbnicnt  l)asi»d  u|>on  tho  pri- 
vate foundation  of  James  Smithson,  a  British  su})jeet,  whi<*h  was 
aeeepted  hy  the  United  Stjites  in  trust.  This  establishment  wjis  created 
by  an  aet  of  ( V)n^re.ss,  under  whieh  aet,  with  one  or  two  unimportant 
modifications,  it  hassini'c  l)een  jjfoverned.  The  United  States  Govern- 
ment hiis,  from  time  to  time,  assigned  to  it  import4int  functions,  and 
Congfress  has  passed  htws  and  made  appropriations  in  supj^ort  of  these. 
While,  therefore,  it  is  a  private  fcmndation,  of  which  the  (rovernmen£ 
is  tmstee,  it  has  in  itself  an  extensive  legislative  history. 

The  Board  of  Regents  in  January,  187S,  requested  the  Secretttry  to 
prejxire  and  pul)lish  a  history  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  insti- 
tution, and,  in  accordance  with  this,  a  volume  was  pu})Iished  in  1879 
under  the  title  '"The  Smithsonian  Institution:  Documents  Relative  to 
its  Origin  and  History,"  in  which  were  contained  the  will  of  James 
Smithson,  the  pr(K*eedings  in  Congress  relative  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
b(»quest,  the  organization  of  the  Institution,  and  various  matters  rela- 
tive to  its  opemtions  from  181^5  to  1877. 

A  second  volume  relating  to  the  history  of  the  Institution  was  pub- 
lished in  1871),  under  the  title  ^'The  Smithsonian  Institution:  Journals 
of  the  Board  of  Regents,  Reports  of  Conmiittees,  Statistics,  etc\," 
edited  bv  AVilllam  J.  Rhees. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  tirst  half  centur\'  of  the  Institution,  in  18i)(), 
a  volume  was  publishe<l  under  the  editorial  supervision  of  the  late 
Dr.  G.  Brown  Goode,  giving  an  acccmnt  of  the  history,  achievements, 
and  present  condition  of  the  Institution,  prepared  by  the  Secretary  and 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  Institution,  to  which  were  addt»d  chapters 
in  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Institution  in  the  sevei-al  branche^i 
of  knowledge. 

The  present  volume  has  been  undertaken  to  bring  down  to  date  the 
first  historical  volume  uientioned,  nameh',  the  relations  of  the  Institu- 
tion to  (Congress,  debates  on  its  management,  appropriations  neces- 
sary for  operations  intrusted  to  its  care,  etc.,  w^hich  can  be  found  only 
in  the  volumes  of  the  ( -ongressional  Glol)e  and  Congressional  Record, 
the  journals  of  the  Senate  and  House,  and  the  Statutes  at  Large. 

The  compilation  and  editing  of  the  present  work  has  been  i>erformed 
under  my  direction  ])y  Mr.  William  J.  Rhees.  the  keeper  of  archives, 
and  for  many  years  chief  ch»rk  of  the  Institution. 

S.  P.  Lan(jlev, 
/iSVyvvAz/v/,   »S'/// if.h.Horutin    Iioffltufton, 
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PREFACE. 


The  present  volume  is  undertaken  in  continuation  of  a  A'^olume  hear- 
ing the  title  '^The  Smithsonian  Institution:  Documents  Relative  to  its 
Origin  and  History,"  prepared  by  the  editoi*  of  the  present  volume, 
which,  bedsides  other  matters,  gives  the  legislative  history  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  to  1877.  Prefixed  to  this  will  }>e  found  a  selection 
of  the  documents  which  passed  between  the  United  States  and  the 
attorneys  in  England,  antecedent  to  the  actual  reception  of  the  bequest 
of  James  Smithson,  a  British  subject,  who  gave  his  fortune  to  the 
United  States  of  America  'Ho  found  at  Washington,  under  the  name 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men." 

This  fact  was  communicated  through  the  United  States  legation  at 
London  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  was  made  the  subject  of  a 
special  message  to  Congress  by  President  Tyler  on  December  17, 1835. 
The  message  was  referred  to  committees,  and  it  was  at  last  agreed 
that,  although  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  accepting 
it,  the  bequest  should  \h}  obt4iined,  if  possible,  and  the  Honorable 
Richard  Rush  was  sent  to  England  in  tJuly,  183<),  as  a  special  agent  of 
the  United  States,  with  power  of  attorney  from  the  President  to  prose- 
cute the  claim  in  the  chancery  court.  The  fund  was  brought  to  this 
country  in  1888,  and  after  eight  years  of  de})ate,  including  consul- 
tation with  all  the  leading  educators  of  the  United  States  at  that 
time,  a  law  was  finally  framed  on  August  10,  1840,  "'to  establish  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  foi-  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men."  Under  this  act.  with  a  few  amendments,  the  operations 
of  the  Institution  have  been  cariied  on  to  the  present  time,  and  a 
detailed  account  of  the  legislation  by  Congress,  as  well  as  of  proposed 
action,  from  1885'  to  March  3,  1899,  is  given  in  this  work.  The  leg- 
islation fully  acconiplished  is  shown  by  acts  and  joint  resolutions, 
followed  in  all  cases  by  references  to  the  volumes  and  pages  of  the 
Statutes  at  Ijarge  from  which  they  were  quoted. 

Concurrent  resolutions  of  the  Senate  and  House  and  sepamte  reso- 
lutions of  either  branch  of  Congress  are  referred  to  by  the  dates  of 
action. 

An  account  is  also  given  of  a<'tion  or  discussion  relative  to  objects 
inti*usted  })y  Congress  to  the  care  of  the  Institution,  and  of  some  of 
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the  oponitions  of  the  (rovernment  with  '•.vhirh  it  hjr?  hjid  .liref  t  or  inci- 
denttil  connection. 

The  proceeding's  of  ea<;h  Congress  jire  giviMi  successively,  Mie  first 
volume  containing  those  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Congress  to  the  Forty- 
ninth  and  the  second  volume  those  of  the  Fiftieth  to  the  Fiftv-ttfth 
Congress. 

Under  eju^h  Congress  the  subject.*^  luv  arrangtMl  according  to  the 
date  of  their  introduction,  all  action  in  that  Congress  on  each  subject 
following  in  chronological  oi'der,  excepting  that  estimates  and  ai)pro- 
priations  are  placed  at  the  end  of  eiu*h  su})j(»ct. 

In  the  prepamtion  of  this  work  an  examination  was  made  of  ever}- 
page  of  the  Congressional  (Jlobe  and  Congressional  Record,  of  the 
journals  of  the  Senate  and  House,  the  Statutes  at  Large,  tin*  Con- 
gressional documents  and  reports  from  1835  to  181M.),  together  with 
other  printed  and  manuscript  material  in  the  Institution  and  elsewhere; 
and  the  table  of  contents  and  index  are  as  comprehensive  and  minute 
as  possible  the  latter  being  alphabetical,  analytical,  and  chr()nologi<'al. 

The  fonnal  details  of  legislation  in  most  cases  are  abbreviat(?d,  and 
the  quotations  from  the  stjitutes  giving  dates  and  amounts  appropri- 
ated are  always  given  in  figures  and  not  in  words. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  intelligent  and  efficient  aid  of  Miss  Helen 
Munroe  and  Mr.  Edward  L.  Springer,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

WlIXIAM   J.    KlIEES. 

Washington,  D.  C,  JA/y,  190 J. 
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ACT   OF  ORGANIZATION   OF  THE  SMITHSONIAN 

INSTITUTION. 


August  lo,  1846,  with  amendments  to  March  3,  1899. 

Preamble.  James  Smithson,  esquire,  of  London,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  having  by  his  last  will  and  testament  given  the 
whole  of  his  property  to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  found, 
at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  ^^Smithsonian  Institution," 
an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men;  and  the  United  States  having,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  received 
said  property  and  accepted  said  trust;  therefore,  for  the  faithful 
execution  of  said  trust,  according  to  the  will  of  the  liberal  and 
enlightened  donor. 

Be  it  endcted  hy  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Repref^entatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  asseynbled: 

Sec.  5579.  That  the  President,  the  Vice-President,  the  Chief 
Justice,  and  the  heads  of  Executive  Departments  are  hereby  consti- 
tuted an  establishment  by  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  and  by  that  name 
shall  be  known  and  have  perpetual  succession  with  the  powers,  limi- 
tations, and  restrictions  hereinafter  contained,  and  no  other. 

Sec.  5580.  The  business  of  the  Institution  shall  be  conducted  at  the 
city  of  Washington  by  a  Board  of  Regents,  named  the  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  be  composed  of  the  Vice-President, 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  and  three  membei's  of  the 
Senate  and  three  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  together 
with  six  other  pei*aons,  other  than  members  of  Congress,  two  of  whom 
shall  be  resident  in  the  city  of  Washington;  and  the  other  four  shall 
be  inhabitants  of  some  State,  but  no  two  of  them  of  the  same  State. 

Sec.  5581.  The  regents  to  be  selected  shall  be  appointed  as  follows: 
The  members  of  the  Senate  by  the  President  thereof:  the  members  of 
the  Hoase  by  the  Speaker  thereof;  and  the  six  other  persons  by  joint 
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resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.  The  members 
of  the  House  so  appointed  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years;  and 
on  every  alternate  fourth  Wednesday  of  December  a  like  number  shall 
be  appointed  in  the  same  manner,  to  serve  until  the  fourth  Wednes- 
day in  December,  in  the  second  year  succeeding  their  appointment. 
The  Senators  so  appointed  shall  serve  during  the  tenn  for  which  they 
shall  hold,  without  re-election,  their  office  as  Senators.  Vat«ncies, 
oc<^sioned  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  as  vacan- 
cies in  committees  are  filled.  The  regular  term  of  service  for  the 
other  six  members  shall  l>e  six  years;  and  new  elections  thereof  shall 
be  made  by  joint  resolutions  of  Congress.  Vacancies  occ^asioned  by 
death,  resignation,  or  otherwise  may  be  filled  in  like  manner  by  joint 
resolution  of  Congress. 

Sec.  6682.  The  regents  shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington  and 
elect  one  of  their  number  as  chancellor,  who  shall  be  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  called  the  chancellor  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  and  a  suitable  person  as  Secretary  of  the  Institu- 
tion,* who  shall  also  be  the  secretary  of  the  lioard  of  Regents.  The 
board  shall  also  elect  three  of  their  own  l>ody  as  an  executive  commit- 
tee, and  the  regents  shall  fix  on  the  time  for  the  regular  meetings  of 
the  board;  and,  on  application  of  any  three  of  the  regents  to  the  Sec- 
retaiy  of  the  institution,  it  shall  l>e  his  duty  to  appoint  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Regents,  of  which  he  shall  give  notice,  by  letter, 
to  each  of  the  members;  and,  at  any  meeting  of  the  board,  five  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business.  Each  member  of  the  board  shall 
be  paid  his  necessary  traveling  and  other  actual  expenses,  in  attending 
meetings  of  the  board,  which  shall  be  audited  by  the  executive  com- 
mittee, and  recorded  by  the  Secretary  of  the  board;  but  his  service  as 
regent  shall  be  gratuitous. 

Sec.  5583.  The  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents  shall  take  charge 
of  the  building  and  property  of  the  institution,  and  shall,  under  their 
direction,  make  a  fair  and  accurate  record  of  all  their  proceedings,  to 

*  Acting  Secretary  of  the  SmithHonian  Institution.  ^^Beitei^acied,  etc.,  That  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Sinith»onian  Institution  may,  by  an  instrument  in  writing  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  thereof,  designate  and  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  act  as  Sec- 
retary of  the  Institution  when  there  shall  be  a  vacancy  in  said  office,  and  whenever 
the  Secretary  sliall  be  unable  from  illnetjs,  absence,  or  other  cause  to  perform  the 
duties  of  his  ofiice;  and  in  such  case  the  person  so  appointed  may  perform  all  the 
duties  im|)OHed  on  the  Secretary  by  law  until  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  or  such 
inability  shall  cease.  The  said  Chancellor  may  change  such  designation  and  appoint- 
ment from  time  to  time  as  the  interests  of  the  Institution  may  in  his  judgment 
require."— (May  13,  1884.    Statutes,  XXIII,  21.) 
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be  preserved  in  the  institution;  and  shall  also  discharge  the  duties  of 
librarian  and  of  keeper  of  the  museum,  and  may,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Board  of  Regents,  employ  assistants. 

Sec.  5584.  The  Secretary  and  his  assistants  shall,  respectively, 
receive  for  their  services  such  sum  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  Board  of 
Regents,  to  be  paid  semi-annually  on  the  first  day  of  January  and 
July;  and  shall  be  removable  by  the  Board  of  Regents  whenever,  in 
their  judgment,  the  interests  of  the  institution  require  such  removal. 

Sec.  5585.  The  members  and  honorary  members  of  the  institution 
may  hold  stated  and  special  meetings,  for  the  supervision  of  the  affairs 
of  the  institution  and  the  advice  and  instruction  of  the  Board  of 
Regents,  to  be  called  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  the  by-laws  of  the 
institution,  at  which  the  President,  and  in  his  absence  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent, shall  preside. 

Sec.  5586.  Whenever  suitable  arrangements  can  be  made  from  time 
to  time  for  their  reception,  all  objects  of  art  and  of  foreign  and  curious 
research,  and  all  objects  of  natural  history,  plants,  and  geological  and 
mineralogical  si)ecimens  belonging  to  the  United  States,  which  may  be 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  whosesoever  custody  they  may  be,  shall 
be  delivered  to  such  persons  as  may  be  authorized  by  the  Board  of 
Regents  to  receive  them,  and  shall  be  so  arranged  and  classified  in  the 
building  erected  for  the  institution  as  best  to  facilitate  the  examination 
and  study  of  them;  and  whenever  new  specimens  in  natural  histor}^ 
geolog}',  or  minemlog\'  are  obtained  for  the  museum  of  the  institu- 
tion, by  exchanges  of  duplicute  specimens,  which  the  regents  may 
in  their  discretion  make,  or  by  donation,  which  they  may  receive,  or 
otherwise,  the  regents  shall  cause  such  new  specimens  to  be  appro- 
priately classed  and  armnged.  The  minemls,  books,  manuscripts,  and 
other  property  of  James  Smithson,  which  have  been  received  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  preserved  separate  and 
apart  from  other  property  of  the  institution. 

Sec.  5587.  The  regents  shall  make,  from  the  interest  of  the  fund, 
an  appropriation,  not  exceeding  an  average  of  twenty  five  thousand 
dollars  annually,  for  the  gradual  formation  of  a  library  composed  of 
valuable  works  pertaining  to  all  departments  of  human  knowledge.* 

*The  Siiiithsoniaii  library  was  transferreil  to  the  Library  of  Congress  under  act  of 
April  5,  1S66: 

^'Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  That  the  library  collected  bv  the  Smithsonian  Institution  under 
the  provisions  of  an  act  approved,  August  10,  1846,  shall  be  removed  from  the  build- 
ing of  said  Institution,  with  the  con>ent  of  the  Regents  thereof,  to  the  new  fireproof 
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Sec.  5588.  The  site  and  lands  selected  for  buildings  for  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  shall  be  deemed  appropriated  to  the  institution,  and 
the  record  of  the  description  of  such  site  and  lands,  or  a  copy  thereof, 
certified  by  the  chancellor  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents, 
shall  be  received  as  evidence  in  all  courts  of  the  extent  and  boundaries 
of  the  lands  appropriated  to  the  institution. 

Sec.  5589.  All  laws  for  the  protection  of  public  property  in  the  city 
of  Washington  shall  apply  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the  protection  of 
the  lands,  buildings,  and  other  property  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion. All  moneys  recovered  by  or  accruing  to,  the  institution  shall  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  credit  of  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest,  and  separately  accounted  for. 

Sec.  5590.  So  much  of  the  property  of  James  Smithson  as  has  been 
received  in  mone}",  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
being  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  forty -one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  sevent3^-nine  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents,  shall  be  lent  to  the 
United  States  Treasury,  at  six  per  centum  per  annum  interest;  and 
six  per  centum  interest  on  the  trust-fund  and  residuary  legacy  received 
into  the  United  States  Treasury,  payable  in  half-yearly  payments,  on 
the  first  of  January  and  July  in  each  yeiir,  is  hereby  appropriated  for 
the  perpetual  maintenance  and  support  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution; 
and  all  expenditures  and  appropriations  to  be  made,  from  time  to  time, 
to  the  purposes  of  the  institution  shall  be  exclusively  from  the  accru- 
ing interest,  and  not  from  the  principal  of  the  fund.     All  the  moneys 

extension  of  the  Library  of  CJongress,  upon  completion  of  a  sufficient  portion  thereof 
for  its  accommodation,  and  shall,  while  there  deposited,  be  subject  to  the  same  regu- 
lations as  the  library  of  Congress,  except  as  hereinafter  provided. 

**Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted ^  That  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  through  its 
Secretary,  shall  have  the  use  of  the  lib*^ry  of  Congress,  subject  to  the  same  regula- 
tions as  Senators  or  Representatives." — (Statutes,  XIV,  13.) 

By  act  of  April  5,  1866,  as  given  in  Revised  Statutes,  1875: 

**Sbc.  99.  The  library  collecteil  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  August  10, 1846,  chapter  25,  and  removed  from  the  building  of  that 
Institution,  with  the  consent  of  the  Regents  thereof,  to  the  Library  of  Congress,  shall, 
while  there  deposited,  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  as  the  Library  of  Congress, 
except  as  hereinafter  provided. 

*'Sbc.  100.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  have  the  use  thereof  in  like  manner 
as  before  its  removal,  and  the  public  shall  have  access  thereto  for  purposes  of  con- 
sultation on  every  onlinary  week-day,  except  during  one  month  of  each  year,  in  the 
recess  of  Congress,  when  it  may  be  closed  for  renovation.  All  the  books,  maps,  and 
charts  of  the  Smithsonian  Library  shall  l>e  properly  cared  for  and  preserved  in  like 
manner  as  are  those  of  the  Congressional  Library ;  f  njm  which  the  Smithsonian  library 
shall  not  be  removed  except  on  reimburwement  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  the 
Treasur}'  of  the  Uniteil  States  of  expenses  incurred  in  binding  and  in  taking  care  of 
the  same,  or  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  \ye  mutually  agreed  upon  by 
Congress  and  the  Regents  of  the  Institution.*'— (Statutes,  XVIII,  pt.  1, 1875, 16.) 
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and  stocks  which  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  received  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  fund  l^equeathed  by 
James  Smithson,  are  hereby  pledged  to  refund  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  the  sums  hereby  appropriated. 

Sec.  5591.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  is  authorized  and  directed 
to  receive  into  the  Treasury,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  original  bequest 
of  James  Smithson,  such  sums  as  the  regents  may,  from  time  to  time, 
see  lit  to  deposit,  not  exceeding,  with  the  original  bequest,  the  sum  of 
one  million  dollars. 

Provided^  That  this  shall  not  operate  -as  a  limitation  on  the  power 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  receive  mone}'  or  other  propert}^  by 
gift,  bequest,  or  devise,  and  to  hold  and  dispose  of  the  same  in  promo- 
tion of  the  purposes  thereof. 

Sec.  5592.  The  regents  are  authorized  to  make  such  diisposal  of  any 
other  moneys  which  have  accrued,  or  shall  hereafter  accrue,  as  interest 
upon  the  Smithsonian  fund,  not  herein  appropriated,  or  not  required 
for  the  purposes  herein  provided,  as  they  shall  deem  best  suited  for 
the  promotion  of  the  purposes  of  the  testator. 

Sec.  5593.  Whenever  money  is  required  for  the  payment  of  the  debts 
or  performance  of  the  contracts  of  the  institution,  incurred  or  entered 
into  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  Title,  or  for  making  the 
purchases  and  executing  the  objects  authorized  by  this  Title,  the  Board 
of  Regents,  or  the  executive  committee  thereof,  may  certify  to  the 
chancellor  and  Secretary  of  the  board  that  such  sum  of  money  is 
required,  whereupon  they  shall  examine  the  same,  and,  if  the}^  shall 
approve  thereof,  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  proper  ofiBcer  of  the 
Treasury  for  payment.  The  board  shall  submit  to  Congress,*  at  each 
session  thereof,  a  report  of  the  operations,  expenditures,  and  condition 
of  the  Institution. 


*"  The  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  submit  to  Congress  at  its 
next  session  a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the  fiscal  year,  under  appro- 
priations for  *  International  Exchanges,*  'North  American  Ethnology,'  and  the 
'National  Museum,*  and  annually  thereafter  a  detailed  statement  of  expenditures 
under  said  appropriations  shall  be  submitteil  to  Congress  at  the  beginning  of  each 
regular  session  thereof."— (October  2,  1888.     Statutes,  XXV,  529.) 

"A  report  in  detail  of  the  expenses  on  account  of  the  National  Zoological  Park 
shall  be  made  to  Congress  at  the  l)eginning  of  eat^h  regular  session." — (August  5, 
1892.     Statutes,  XXVII,  360.) 

"The  annual  reports?  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  be  hereafter  printed  at 
the  Government  Printing  Office,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  annual  reports  of  the 
heads  of  Departmenta  are  now  printed,  for  submission  in  print  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress."— (March  3, 1885.     Statutes,  XXIIl,  520. ) 
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Sec.  5594.  Congress  may  alter,  amend,  add  to,  or  repeal  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  Title;  but  no  contract  or  individual  right  rtiade  or 
acquired  under  such  provisions  shall  be  thereby  divested  or  impaired.* 

REFERBNCE8. 

August  lO,  1846.     Act  of  organization  (original).     (Statutes,  IX,  102. ) 
February  5,  1859.     Amendment  (copyrighte).     (Statutes,  XI,  379.) 
January  10,  1865.     Amendment  (regents).     (Statutes,  XIII,  420.) 
April  5,  1866.     Act  (transfer  of  Smithsonian  Library).     (Statutes,  XTV,  13.) 
February  8,  1867.     Amendment  (residuary'  legacy  and   increase  of  fund).      (Stat- 
utes, XIV,  391.) 
March  20,  1871.     Amendment  (regents).     (Statutes,  XVK,  1). 
June  22,  1874.     Act  of  organization.     (Rev.  Statutes,  XVIII,  pt.  1,  1875,  16,  1088. ) 
February  27,  1877.     Amendment  (establishment).     (Statut<is,  XIX,  253.) 
March  2,  1877.     A^t  of  organization.     (Rev.  Statutes,  XVIII,  pt.  1.     2d  ed,  1878, 

1082. ) 
March  3,  1879.     Act  (free  i>ostage).     (Statutes,  XX,  360,  :^2.) 
May  13,  1884.     Act  (acting  settretary).     (Statutes,  XXIII,  21.) 
March  3,  1885.     Act  (printing  reports).     (Statutes,  XXIII,  520.) 
October  2,  1888.     Act  (rei)orts  of  expenditures,  exchanges,  ethnology,  museum). 

(Statutes,  XXV,  529.) 
August  5,   1892.      Act    (reports  of    expenditures,    Zoological    Park).       (Statutes, 

XXVII,  360.) 
Man;h  12,  1894.    Amendment  (change  of  membership  of  "Kstahlishment."     Power 
to  receive  and  dispose  of  money,  ete. ).     (Statutes,  XXVIII,  41. ) 


*By  a(!t  of  Congress  March  3,  1879,  the  prpvisions  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1877, 
"for  the  transmission  of  official  mail  matter"  were  extended  to  "all  official  mail 
matter  sent  from  the  Smithsonian  Institution,"  and  the  Institution  was  exempted 
from  the  limit  of  fourth-class  matter  to  four  p(^>unds  for  each  package. — (Statutes,  XX, 
360,  362. ) 
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FULL  TITLES  OF  ACTS  AND  JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  OF  CON- 
GRESS, 1835-1899,  REFERRED  TO  IN  THIS  WORK. 


• 


July  1,  1836:  Page. 

An  act  to  authorize  and  enable  the  President  to  assert  and  prosecute  with 
effect  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  them 
by  James  Smithson,  late  of  London,  deceased,  to  found  at  Washinf2:ton, 
under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.  (Stat,  V,  64) . . .  142 
October  16,  1837: 

An  act  making  further  appropriations  for  the  year  1837.     (Stat,  V,  207).       144 
July  7,  1838: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United 

States  for  the  year  1838,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat ,  V,  264) 145 

March  3,  1839: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 

Government  for  the  year  1839.     (Stat,  V,  339) 182 

July  20,  1840: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  tlie  Army  for  the  year 

1840.     (Stat,  V,  404) , 21» 

July  20,  1840: 

Joint  resolution  for  the  exchange  of  books  and  public  documents  for  for- 
eign publications.     (Stat,  V,  409) 220 

March  3,  1841: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1841. 

(Stat,  V,  419) 220 

September  4,  1841: 

An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands,  and  to  grant 

preemption  rights.     (Stat,  V,  453) 221 

September  11,  1841: 

An  act  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1838,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  passed  July  7, 1838.     (Stat, 

V,  465) 224 

August  4,  1842: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1842. 

(Stat,  V,  500) 239 

August  26,  1842: 

An  act  to  provide  for  publishing  an  account  of  the  discoveries  made  by 
the  Exploring  P^xpedition,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Wilkes, 

of  the  United  States  Navy.     (Stat,  V,534) -240 

December  24,  1842: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  half  calendar  vear  ending  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1843.     (Stat,  V,  586) '. 240 
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March  3,  1843:  Page. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
(xoverhment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1844. 
(Stat,  V,  630) 240 

March  3,  1843: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Rush.     (Stat.,  VI,  892) 239 

June  17,  1844: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1845,  and 

for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  V,  681) 320 

February  20,  1845: 

A  resolution    for  distributing  the  work  on  the  exploring  expedition. 

(Stat.,  V,  797) 320 

March  3,  1846: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1846,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.    ( Stat. ,  V,  752) 321 

March  3,  1845: 

A  joint  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whenever  any 
State  shall  have  been  or  may  be  in  default  for  the  payment  of  interest 
or  principal  on  investments  in  its  stocks  or  bonds  held  by  the  United 
States  in  trust,  to  retain  certain  moneys  to  which  such  State  is  entitled 

for  the  purposes  therein  named.     (Stat,  V^,  801) 319 

Marc^h  4,  1846: 

A  resolution  to  authorize  the  transmission  and  presentation  of  books  to 
the  minister  of  justice  of  France,  in  exchange  for  books  received  from 

him.     (Stat,  IX,  109) 434 

July  15,  1846: 

A  resolution,  supplementary  to  the  resolution  of  February  20,  1845,  for 
distributing  the  works  of  the  exploring  expedition.     (Stat.,  IX,  111)  ..      435 
August  10,  1846: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1847,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat,  IX,  85) 435 

AugUHt  10,  1846: 

An  a<;t  to  establish  the  **Smithsonian  Institution,"  for  the  increase  and 

diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.     (Stat,  IX,  102) 429 

August  10,  1846: 

A  resolution  appointing  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat., 

IX,  115) 438 

March  3,  1847: 

An  BA't  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1848,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat,  IX,  155) 435 

June  26,  1848: 

An  act  to  regulate  the  exchange  of  certain  documents  and  other  publica- 
tions of  Congress.  '(Stat,  IX,  240) 466 

June  30,  1848: 

"A  resolution  authorizing  the  presentation  to  the  Government  of  France  of 
a  series  of  the  standard  weights  and  measures  of  the  United  States,  and 

for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  IX,  336) 467 

AiigUHt  12,  1848: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  exj^enscs  of 
Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1849,  and  for 
other  purposes.     (Stat,  IX,  284) 467 
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December  19,  1848:  Page. 
A  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Rejrente  in  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution.    (Stat.,  IX,  417) *. 464 

February  1,  1849: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  forwanl  officers  of  the  late  Exploring  Expedi- 
tion.    ( Stat. ,  I X ,  344 ) 467 

March  2,  1849: 

Joint  resolution  directing  that  the  (ioverument  of  Ruusia  \)e  supplied  with 
certain  volumes  of  the  narrative  of  the  Exploring  Expedition,  in  lieu  of 
those  which  were  lost  at  sea,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  IX,  418).      468 
March  3,  1849: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  ending  the  .'Wth  of  June,  1850,  and  for  other 

purposes.     (Stat.,  IX,  354) 468 

February  20,  1850: 

Joint  resolution  to  supply  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  Minnesota  with 

the  narrative  of  the  Exploring  Exi>edition.     (Stat.,  IX,  561 ) 468 

September  30,  1850: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1851,  and  for  other 

purposes.     (Stat.,  IX,  523) 468,480 

December  24,  1850: 

A  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion.    (Stat.,  IX,  646) 483 

February  27,  1851: 

A  resolution  directing  the  distribution  of  the  works  of  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, and  for  other  puri)oses.     (Stat. ,  IX,  646) 480 

March  3,  1851: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  dij>loniatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1852,  and  for  other 

purposes.     (Stat.,  IX,  59S) 470, 480 

Mart^h  3,  1851 : 

An  ac*t  making  appropriatioiiH  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending 

the  :Wh  of  June,  1852.     (Stat.,  IX,  621 ) 470 

August  31,  1K52: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex|>enses  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1853,  and  for  other 

purposes.     (Stat.,  X,  76) 487 

August  31,  1852: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending 

the  30th  of  June,  1853.     (Stat.,  X,  100) ' 487 

January  13,  1853: 

A  resolution  for  the  ap|K)intinent  of  Regents  in  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion.    (Stat.,  X,  261) 486 

March  3,  1853: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1854.     (Stat.,  X,  189) .       487 
March  3,  1853: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  tlie  naval  service  for  the  year  ending 

the  30th  of  June,  1854.     (Stat.,  X,  220) 487 

July  20,  1854: 

A  resolution  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  works  of  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son.    (Stat.,  X,  594) 503 

August  4,  1854: 

An  act  making  apppropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  ye^r  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1855,  and  for  other 
purposes.     (Stat,  X,  546) 505,511 
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Augufit  5,  1854: 

All  act  makinp;  ap[)ropriation8  for  tlie  naval  service  for  the  year  ending 

the30th  of  June,  1855.     (Stat,  X,  583) 510 

Deceinl)er  27,  1854: 

A  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Regents  in  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion.    (Stat,  X,  722) 503 

March  8,  1855: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1856,  and  for  other 

purposes.     (Stat,  X,  643) 511,599 

March  3,  1855: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending  the 

30th  of  June,  1856.     (Stat,  X,  675) 511 

March  3,  1855: 

An  act  making  a]>propriation8  for  the  service  of  the  Post-Office  Depart- 
ment during  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1856.     (Stat, 

X,683) 501 

February  27,  1856: 

A  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  regents  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the 

Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat,  XI,  142) 602 

August  18,  ia56: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  certain  civil  expenses  of  the  Government 

for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1857.     (Stat.,  XI,  81) 603 

August  18,  1856: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judi(;ial 
expenses  of  Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1H57. 

(Stat,  XI,  102) 603 

January  28,  1857: 

A  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion.    (Stat,  XI,  253) 602 

March  3,  1857: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
exi>en8es  of  Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1858. 

(Stat,  XI,  206) 603,604 

June  2,  1858: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1859. 

( Stat ,  XI ,  295 ) .' 607 

June  12,  1858: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending  the 

30th  of  June,  1859.     (Stat.,  XI,  314) 608 

January  17,  1859: 

A  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  two  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution.    ( Stat. ,  XI,  440) 604 

February  5,  1859: 

An  act  providing  for  keeping  and  distributing  all   public  documents. 

( Stat. ,  XI,  379) 608 

Man;h  3,  1859: 

An  at^t  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government 

for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,'l860.     (Stat,  XI,  425) 607, 608 

June  15,  1860: 

A  resolution  in  relation  to  the  works  of  the  Pixploring  Expedition.    (Stat, 

XII.  116) 627 

June  16,  1860: 

An  act  to  facilitate  communication  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  States 
by  electric  tel^raph.     (Stat ,  XII,  41) 610 
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June  25,  1860:  Page. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government 

for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1861.     (Stat,  XII,  104) 611 

Februar>'20,  1861: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 

1862.     (Stat,  XII,  133) 627 

March  2,  1861: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Grovemment 

for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862.     (Stat,  XII,214) 627 

March  2,  1861: 

A  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

(Stat,  XII,  251) 610 

July  27,  1861: 

A  resolution  relative  to  the  exhibition  of  the  industry  of  all  nations,  to  be 

holden  in  London  in  the  year  1862.     (Stat,  XII,  328) 1838 

March  1,  1862: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  dvil  expenses  of  the  Grovemment 
for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1863,  and  additional  appropria- 
tions for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1862.     (Stat,  XII,  348) ... .      636 
March  15,  1862: 

A  resolution  providing  for  the  custody  of  the  letter  and  gifts  from  the 

KmgofSiam.     (Stat,  XII,  616) 636 

April  2,  1862: 

Joint  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Theodore  D.  Woolsey,  of  Connecti- 
cut, a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  place  of  Cornelius  C. 

Felton,  deceased.     (Stat,  XII,  617) 630 

April  24,  1862: 

Joint  resolution  to  supply  the  Smithsonian  Institution  with  volumes  of 

Wilkes's  Exploring  Expedition.     (Stat,  XII,  618) 637 

February  21,  1863: 

A  resolution  expelling  George  E.  Badger  from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  and  appointing  Louis  Agassiz  in  his  place. 

(Stat,  XII,  825) 632 

March  3,  1863: 

An  act  making  appr  ^priations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864,  and  for  the  year  ending  the 

30[th]  of  June,  1863,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XII,  744) 636 

July  2,  1864: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June  1865,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XIII,  344) 639 

January  10,  1865: 

An  act  to  repeal  the  provision  of  law  requiring  certain  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  to  be  members  of  the  National  Institute.    (Stat., 

XIII,  420) 640 

February  14,  1865: 

A  resolution  appointing  General  Richard  Delafield  to  be  a  Regent  of  the 

Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat,  XIII,  569) 658 

January  15,  1866: 

Joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Industrial  Exposition  at  Paris,  France. 

(Stat,  XIV,  347) 658 

April  5,  1866: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  transfer  of  the  custody  of  the  library  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institute  to  the  Library  of  Congress.     (Stat,  XIV,  13) 661 

H.  Doc.  732 m 
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April  7,  1866:  Pa««. 

An  act  making  additional  appropriations,  and  to  supply  the  deficiencies 
in  the  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  i86(),  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XIV,  14) 662 

July  5,  1866: 

Joint  resolution  to  enable  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  participate 
in  the  advantages  of  the  Universal  Exhibition  at  Paris  in  1867.     (Stat., 

XIV,  362) 658 

July  26,  1866: 

A  resolution  to  authorize  the  use  of  certain  plates  of  the  United  States 

Exploring  Expedition  by  the  Navy  Department.     (Stat.,  XIV,  3<56) 664 

July  28,  1866: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  exi)eiiseh  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1867,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat., 

XIV,  310) 662 

January  11,  1867: 

A  resolution  to  provide  for  the  exhibition  of  the  cereal  prcxluctions  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Paris  ExiK>sition  in  April  next.     (Stat,  XIV,  563) .      660 
February  8,  1867: 

An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  receive  into  the  Treas- 
ury the  residuary  legacy  of  James  Smithson,  to  authorize  the  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  apply  the  income  of  the  said  legacy,  and 

for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XIV,  391 ) 666 

March  2,  1867: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1868, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XIV,  440) 663 

March  2,  1867: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  exj^enses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1868,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat., 

XIV,  457) 663 

March  2,  1867: 

A  resolution  to  provide  for  the  exchange  of  certain  public  docmnents. 

(Stat,  XIV,  573) 667 

March  12,  1867: 

A  resolution  supplementary  to  other  joint  resolutions  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  participate  in  the  advantages  of  the  Universal 

Exhibition  at  Paris  in  1867.     (Stat,  XV,  19) 667 

January  11,  1868: 

A  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion.    (Stat,  XV,  246) 669 

February  28,  1868: 

A  resolution  directing  that  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  be  supplied 
with  certain  volumes  of  the  narrative  of  the  exploring  expedition. 

(Stat,  XV,  248) 678 

March  12,  1868: 

A  resolution  providing  for  the  representation  of  the  United  States  at  the 
International  Maritime  Exhibition,  to  be  held  at  Havre.     (Stat,  XV, 

249) 668 

June  11,  1868: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  supplies  to  an 
exploring  expedition.     (Stat,  XV,  253) 679 
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July  20,  1868:  Page. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  year  endinpr  June  30,  1869,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XV, 

110) 674 

July  20,  1868: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1869.    (Stat., 

XV,  92) 680 

July  25,  1868: 

A  resolution  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolution  approved  March  2,  1867, 
providing  for  the  exchange  of  certain  public  documents.    (Stat. ,  XV,  260)       680 
March  3,  1869: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1870. 

(Stat.,  XV,  283) 681 

March  3,  1869: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1870,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat., 

XV,  301) 678 

March  3,  1869: 

A  resolution  reappointing  Louis  Agassiz  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution.    (Stat.,  XV,  349) 670 

May  5,  1870: 

A  resolution  for  the  transfer  of  an  unexpended  balance  of  appropriation  to 

the  book  fund  of  the  Library  of  Congress.     ( Stat. ,  X VI,  375) ,       683 

May  24,  1870: 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat,  XVI,  139) 684 

June  21,  1870: 

An  act  to  incorporate  a  Zoological  Society  in  the  city  of  Washington,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.     (Stat,  XVI,  157) 685 

June  23,  1870: 

A  resolution  to  admit  free  of  duty  certain  printed  chromos.     (Stat.,  XVI, 

668) 686 

July  12,  1870: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  (Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1871. 

(Stat,  XVI,  230) 683,686 

July  15,  1870: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1871,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat, 

XVI,  291) 686 

February  2,  1871: 

A  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  General  William  T.  Shennan  a  Regent 

of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat ,  XVI,  593) 682 

March  3,  1871: 

An  act  to  provide  for  celebrating  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  Ameri- 
can independence  by  holding  an  international  exhibition  of  arts,  manu- 
factures, and  products  of  the  soil  and  mine,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 

and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1876.     (Stat.,  XVI,  470) 687 

March  3,  1871: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1872.  (Stat, 
XVI,  475) ,,,..,,.,, 684 
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March  3,  1871 : 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  mindry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1872,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat., 

XVI,  495) 686,887 

March  20,  1871: 

An  act  to  amend  '^An  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,''  approved  August  10, 

1846.    (Stat.,  XVII,  1) 689 

April  20,  1871: 

Joint  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  Professor  Joseph  Henry, 
secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  accept  the  title  and  regalia 
of  a  Commander  of  the  Royal  Norwe^gian  Order  of  St.  Olaf,  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  grand  master  of  said 

order.    (Stat.,  XVII,  643) 692 

March  2,  1872: 

An  suet  granting  to  James  D.  Dana  the  use  of  certain  plates.     (Stat,  XVII, 

646) 692 

May  8,  1872: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1873,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XVII,  61) ! 692 

May  18,  1872: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  service  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1872,  and  for  former  years,  and  for  other  purposes.   (Stat.,  XVII,  122) . .      693 
May  23,  1872: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,  1873,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XVII,  145) 692 

June  1,  1872: 

An  act  relative  to  the  Centennial  International  Exhibition,  to  be  held  in 
the  dty  of  Philadelphia,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1876.    (Stat., 

XVII,  203) 694 

June  8,  1872: 

An  act  to  revise,  consolidate,  and  amend  the  statutes  relating  to  the  Post- 

Office  Department.     (Stat.,  XVII,  283) 699 

June  10,  1872: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1873,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat, 

XVII,  347) 692,693,699 

February  14,  1873: 

Joint  resolution  to  enable  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  participate 
in  the  advantages  of  the  International  Exposition  to  be  held  at  Vienna 

in  1873.     (Stat,  XVII,  637) 698 

March  3,  1873: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Grovemment  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1874,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat,  XVII,  485) , 693 

March  3,  1873: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Grovem- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1874,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XVII,  510) 694,699 

January  19,  1874: 

Joint  resolution  filling  existing  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat,  XVIII,  pt  3,  285) 717 

June  5.  1874: 

An  act  in  reUtion  to  the  Centennial  Exhibition.    (Stat,  XVIII,  pt  3, 53) .       703 
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Jane  16,  1874:  Pa^e. 
An  act  to  authorize  medals  commemorating  the  one  hundredth  anniver- 
sary of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.     (Stat.,  XVIII,  pt.  3,  76) 703 

June  18,  1874: 

An  act  to  admit  free  of  duty  articles  intended  for  the  International  Exhi- 
bition of  1876.    (Stat.,  XVIII,  pt.  3,82) 703 

June  20,  1874:  > 

An  act  .making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1875,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XVIII,  pt.  3,  86) 724,729 

June  20,  1874: 

An  act  providing  for  publication  of  the  Revised  Statutes  and  the  laws 

of  the  United  States.     (Stat,  XVIII,  pt  3, 113) 724 

June  22,  1874: 

Title  LXXIII.    The  Smithsonian  Institution.    (Revised  Stat  1875, 1088) .       724 
June  22,  1874.- 

Title    IV.     Provisions    applicable  to  all    the    Executive    Departments. 

(Revised  Stat,  2d  ed.,  1878,  26) 728 

June  23,  1874: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1875,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XVIII,  pt  3,  204) 729 

June  23,  1874: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mercy  Ann  Hall,  widow  of  Captain  Charles  F. 

Hall.     (Stat,  XVIII,  pt  3,  614) 728 

December  28,  1874: 

Joint  resolution  filling  an  existing  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 

Smithsonian  Institution.     ( Stat ,  XVIII,  pt  3,  523 ) 718 

March  3,  1875: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat, XVIII,  pt  3,343) 724,729 

March  3,  1875: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XVIII,  pt  3,  371) 704,729 

March  3,  1875: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  fiscal  years  ending  June  30,  1875,  and  prior  years,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.    (Stat,  XVIII,  pt  3,  402) 705,728 

March  3,  1875: 

An  act  extending  the  privilege  of  the  Library  of  Congress  to  the  Regents 

of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat.,  XVIII,  pt  3,  512) 730 

February  16,  1876: 

An  act  relating  to  the  centennial  celebration  of  American  independence. 

(Stat,  XIX,  3) 743 

April  17,  1876: 

An  act  to^  provide  for  the  expenses  of  admission  of  foreign  goods  to  the 

centennial  exhibition  at  Philadelphia.     (Stat ,  XIX,  34) 745 

May  1,  1876: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  30,  1876,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 
other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XIX,  41) 745 
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July  20,  187«: 

Joint  resolution  to  amend  the  act  approved  June  18,  1874,  relating  to  the 
admission  of  articles  intended  for  the  International  Exhibition  of  1876. 

(Stat.,  XIX,  214) 746 

July  31,  1876: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat.,  XIX,  102) 742 

August  3,  1876: 

Joint  resolution  providing  for  the  restoration  of  the  original  Declaration  of 

Independence.     (Stat.,  XIX,  216 j 730 

August  15,  1876: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XIX,  143) . .' 731,  742 

August  15,  1876: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Indian  Department  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  various 
Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XIX,  176) 731 

March  3,  1877: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1878,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat,  XIX,  294) 731 

March  3,  1877: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XIX,  344) 743 

March  3,  1877: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  and  prior  years,  and  for  other 

purposes.     (Stat,  XIX,  363) 743 

December  15,  1877: 

An  act  providing  for  the  printing  and  distribution  of  the  Biennial  Regis- 
ter.    (Stat,  XX,  13) 791 

December  15,  1877: 

Joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  International  Industrial  Exposition  to 

be  held  in  Paris  in  1878.     (Stat,XX,245) 792 

January  26,  1878: 

Joint  resolution  filling  an  existing  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 

Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat,  XX,247) 783 

March  23,  1878: 

An  ac:t  to  authorize  the  granting  of  an  American  register  to  a  foreign-built 
ship,  for  the  purpose  of  the  Woodruff  Scientific  Expedition  around  the 

world.     (Stat,  XX,  31) 789 

March  25,  1878: 

Joint  resolution  filling  an  existing  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 

Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat,  XX,  249) 784 

May  22,  1878: 

Joint  resolution  providing  for  the  distribution  and  sale  of  the  new  edition 

of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States.     (Stat,XX,  251). 791 

June  14,  1878: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878,  and  prior  years,  and  for  those 
heretofore  treated  as  permanent,  for  reappropriations,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.    (Stat,  XX,  115) 800 
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June  19,  1878:  Page. 

An  act  to  protect  public  libraries  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat. ,  XX,  171 ) 810 

June  19,  1878: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  I^islative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XX,  178) 800 

June  20,  1878: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XX,  206) 782,794,809,810 

June  20,  1878: 

An  act  to  authorize  Spencer  F.  Baini,  assistant  secretary  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  to  receive  from  the  King  of  Sweden  a  diploma  and 
medal  constituting  him  a  member  of  the  Norwegian  order  of  St.  Olaf, 
the  same  being  a  literary  and  scientific  organization.     (Stat. ,  XX,  584) .       789 
December  13,  1878: 

An  act  to  aid  in  the  protection  of  the  public  buildings  and  property  against 

loss  and  damage  by  fire.     (Stat.,  XX,  257) 788 

January  24,  1879: 

An  act  authorizing  the  Chancellor  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to 

appoint  an  Acting  Secretary  in  certain  cases.     (Stat.,  XX,  264) 810 

March  3,  1879: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post-Ofiice  Depart- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1880,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XX,  355) 818 

March  3,  1879: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  exiHjnaes  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1880,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XX,  377) 778,779,783,788,818 

March  3,  1879: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 
those  heretofore  treateci  as  permanent,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat., 

XX,  410) 783 

April  18,  1879: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  printing  of  a  portrait  of  the  late  Joseph 
Henry,  to  a(!company  the  memorial  volume  heretofore  ordered.     (Stat, 

XXI,' 48) 821 

June  10,  1879: 

Joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  international  exhibitions  to  l>e  held  at 
Sydney  and  Melbourne,  Australia,  in  1879  and  1880.     (Stat.,  XXI,  49) .       823 
June  20,  1879: 

Joint  resolution  to  print  5,000  copies  of  the  final  reports  of  the  Uniteii 
States  Centennial  Commission  ui>on  the  International   Exhibition  and 

Centennial  Celebration  of  1876.,    (Stat.,  XXI,  50) 824 

June  21,  1879: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fist^al  year  ending  June  30,  1880, 

and  for  other  purj)oses.     (Stat,  XXI,  23) 855 

June  27,  1879: 

Joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  the  stereotype  plates  of  the 
final  reports  of  the  Centennial  ('omniission  upon  the  Centennial  Exhibi- 
tion of  1876.     (Stat,  XXI,  53) 824 
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December  19,  1879:  Pajfc. 

Joint  resolution  filling  existing  vacancies  in  the  Boanl  of  RegentA  of  the 

Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat,  XXI,  299) 820 

February  16,  1880: 

Joint  resolution  concerning  an  international  fishery  exhibition  to  l)e  held 

in  Berlin,  Germany,  in  April,  1880.     (Stat.,  XXI,  301) 824 

April  1,  1880: 

An  act  to  authorize  and  direct  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  to  attend, 
in  person  or  by  deputy,  the  international  sheep  and  wool  show  to  be 
held  in  the  Centennial  buildings,  Fairmount  Park,  Philadelphia,  in  Sep- 
tember, A.  D.  1880,  and  to  make  a  full  and  complete  report  of  the  same, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXI,  70) 827 

April  23,  1880: 

An  act  to  provide  for  celebrating  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  and  the  recognition  of  American  Independence  by  hold- 
ing an  international  exhibition  of  arts,  manufactures,  and  the  products 
of  the  soil  and  mine  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 

in  the  year  1883.     (Stat,  XXI,  77) 827 

May  3,  1880: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1881,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXI,  82) 856 

June  1,  1880: 

An  act  for  the  erection  of  a  bronze  statue  of  Joseph  Henry,  late  Secretary 

of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat ,  XXI,  154) 823 

June  7,  1880: 

Joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  publication  and  distribution  of  a  sup- 
plement to  the  Revised  Statutes.     (Stat,  XXI,  308) 869 

June  15,  1880: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1881, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXI,  210) 856 

June  16,  1880: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1880,  and  prior  years,  and  for  those 
certified  as  due  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  in  accordanc^e 
w^ith  section  4  of  the  act  of  June  14,  1878,  heretofore  paid  from  j)er- 
manent  appropriations,  and  for  other  purposes.  ( Stat . ,  X  X I , ,  238 ) . . .  823, 866 
June  16,  1880: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1881,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XXL, 259) 824,841,856,863 

June  16,  1880: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  Agricultural  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1881,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XXI,  292) 827 

February  9,  1881: 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  fl(X)ring  of  the  National  Museum. 

(Stat,  XXI, 324) 834 

February  21,  1881: 

An  act  to  provide  for  remitting  the  duties  on  the  object  of  art  awarded  by 
the  Berlin  International  Fishery  Commission  to  Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird. 

(Stat,  XXI,  608) 827 

February  23, 1881: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1882,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXI,  331)  856 
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Marcli  1,  1881:  Page. 

Joint  reeolution  in  relation  to  the  international  exhibition  of  1883.     (Stat., 

XXI,  520) 828 

March  3,  1881 : 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  Agricultural  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.    ( Stat. ,  XX 1 ,  38 1 ) 827 

March  3,  1881 : 

An  a(*t  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXI,  385) 856 

March  3,  1881 : 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficienraes  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1881,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for  those 
certified  as  due  by  the  a<'COunting  officers  of  the  Treasury  in  accordance 
with  section  4  of  the  act  of  June  14,  1878,  heretofore  paid  from  perma- 
nent appropriations,  and  for  other  purposes.  (Stat.,  XXI,  414)  . .  824,  842,  868 
Man!h  3,  1881 : 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat.,  XXI,  435) 842,856,865 

March  3,  1881: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  States, 
for  the  use  of  agricultural  colleges,  one  set  of  standard  weights  and 

measures,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXI,  521) 843 

February  13,  1882: 

An  act  to  appropriate  $5,000  for  packing,  transporting,  and  arranging  cer- 
tain agricultural  and  mineral  specimens.     (Stat.,  XXII,  3) 872 

March  6,  1882: 

An  act  to  provide  for  certain  of  the  most  urgent  deficiencies  in  the  appro- 
priations for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1882,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  7) 913 

April  7,  1882: 

An  act  to  admit  free  of  duty  articles  intended  for  exhibition  at  the  national 
mining  and  industrial  exposition  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Denver  in 

the  year  1882.     (Stat.,  XXII,  41) 872 

June  28,  1882: 

An  act  to  admit  free  of  duty  articles  intended  for  the  exhibition  of  art  and 
industry  to  be  held  at  Boston,  Mass.,  during  the  year  1883.     (Stat, 

XXII,  116) .' 8a3 

July  18,  1882: 

Joint  resolution  concerning  an  International  Fishery  Exhibition  to  be  held 

at  London  in  May,  1883.     (Stat.,  XXII,  387) 881 

August  5,  1882: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1883,  and 

for  other  purposes.     ( Stat. ,  XXII,  219 ) 906 

August  5,  1882: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 
those  certified  as  due  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  in 
accordance  with  section  4  of  tho  act  of  June  14,  1878,  heretofore  paid 
from  permanent  appropriations,  and  for  other  pur|)08e8.  (Stat.,  XXII, 
257) 915 
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Augiiwt  7,  1882:  Page. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1883,  and  for  other  puriwHes.     (Stat., 

XXII,  302) 871,906,908,915 

August  8,  1882: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  K.  Thomson.      (Stat.,  XXII,  738) 871 

February  10,  1883: 

An  act  to  encourage  the  holding  of  a  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Cen- 
tennial Exposition  in  the  year  1884.     (Stat.,  XXII,  413) 887 

February  24,  188;S: 

Joint  resolution  atxjepting  the  invitation  of  the  regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institute  to  attend  the  inauguration  of  the  statue  of  Joseph  Henry. 

(Stat,  XXII,  639) '..       920 

February  26,  1883: 

Joint  resolution  to  provide  for  axlmission  free  of  duty  of  articles  intendeil 
for  a  spei'ial  exhibition  of  matrhinery,  tools,  implements,  apparatus,  and 
so  forth,  for  the  generation  and  a]>plication  of  electricity,  to  be  held  at 

Philadelphia,  by  the  Franklin  Institute.      (Stat.,  XXII,  639 ) 890 

March  3,  1883: 

An  act  to  admit  free  of  duty  artii^les  int<jnd(Ml  for  the  National  Mining  and 
Industrial  Exp(»sition  to  be  held  at  Denver,  in  the  Stat^  of  Colonwlo, 

during  the  year  \Hm.     (Stat.,  XXII,  481 ) S72 

Man^h  3,  188:^: 

An  ac*t  relative  to  the  Southern  Exposition  to  Xxi  hel<l  in  the  city  of  Louis- 
ville, Stat^  of  Kentucky,  in  the  year  1883.     (Stat.,  XXII,  481) H90 

March  3,  1883: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Govenmient  for  the  fis(xil  year  ending  June  30,  1884, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXII,  531 ) 907 

March  3,  188,3: 

An  act  making  appropriations  t<>  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1883,  and  for  prior  ye^irs,  and  for  those 
certifie<l  as  due  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  in  acconlance 
with  section  4  of  the  act  of  June  14,  1878,  heretofore  paid  from  j)erma- 

nent  ap])ropriations,  and  for  other  pur|K»ses.     (Stat.,  XXII,  582) 917 

March  3,  1883: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  ex]>enHes  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1884,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  603) 871,88,3,893,907,916 

March  3,  188;^: 

Joint  n»solution  to  print  5,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Board  on  behalf 
of  the  United  Stat^^'S  Executive  Departments  at  the  International  Exhi- 
bition of  1876.     (Stat,  XXII,  640) 887 

March  3,  1884: 

Joint  resolution  filling  an  existing  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  R(»gents  of  the 

Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat,  X Xlfl,  269) 939 

May  13,  1884: 

An  a<;t  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  an  Acting  Secretary  of  theSmith- 

s<mian  Institution.     (Stat,  XXIII,  21) 952 

May  13,  1884: 

Joint  resolution  filling  an  existing  vacancy  in  the  Boanl  of  Regents  of  the 

Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat.,  XX III,  272) 939 

May  21,  1884: 

An  act  to  make  a  loan  to  aid  in  the  (telebration  of  the  World's  Industrial 
and  Cotton  Centennial  Exposition.     (Stat,  XXIII,  28) 953 
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June  26,  18S4:  Page. 
Joint  resolution  for  printing  the  annual  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnol- 
ogy.    (Stat.,  XXIII,  275) 942 

July  5,  1884: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1885,  and  for  other  purposes.    (Stat,  XXIII,  107) . .      944 
July  5,  1884: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post-Office  Depart- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1885,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat.,  XXIII,  156) 961 

July  7,  1884: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1885, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXIII,  159) 933 

July  7,  1884: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1885,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XXIII,  194) 932,933,944.947,955,957,962 

July  7,  1884: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  consular  and  diplomatic  service  of 
the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1885,  and  for  other 

purposes.     (Stat.,  XXIII,  227) 933 

July  7,  1884: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1884,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 
those  certified  as  due  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  in 
accordance  with  section  4  of  the  act  of  June  14,  1878,  heretofore  paid 
from  permanent  appropriations,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXIII, 

236) 948,957,962 

February  9,  1885: 

Joint  resolution  providing  for  the  printing  and  distribution  of  the  Descrip- 
tive Catalogue  of  Government  Publications.     (Stat,  XXIII,  516) 968 

March  2,  1885: 

An  act  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  building  to  contain  the  records, 
library,  and  museum  of  the  Medical  Department,  United  States  Army. 

(Stati  XXIII,  339) 938 

March  3,  1885: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  l^slative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1886, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXIII,  388) 934 

March  3,  1885: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1885,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXIII,  446) 948,956 

March  3,  1885: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1886,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XXIII,  478) 932,933,948,956 

March  3,  1885: 

Joint  resolution  to  provide  for  printing  the  annual  reports  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.     (Stat,  XXIII,  520) 959 

December  26,  1885: 

Joint  resolution  filling  existing  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat,  XXIV,  339) 972 
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July  :U,  1886:  Page. 

An  act  makiug  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
exjienses  of  the  (Jovemment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1887, 

and  for  other,  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXIV,  172) 979 

August  4,  1886: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1887,  and  for  other  purposes. 
(Stat,  XXIV,  222) 979,981,1031,1042 

August  4,  1886: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1886,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXIV,  256) 1032 

August  5,  1886: 

Joint  resolution  accepting  from  Julia  Dent  Grant  and  William  H.  Vander- 
bilt  objects  of  value  and  art  presented  by  various  foreign  governments 

to  the  late  Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Grant.     (Stat.,  XXIV,  348) 1011 

August  5,  1886: 

Joint  resolution  to  print  the  annual  bulletins  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 

(Stat.,  XXIV,  349) 1008 

January  19,  1887: 

Joint  resolution  appointing  James  B.  Angell  a  member  of  the  Board  of 

Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat.,  XXIV,  644) 973 

March  3,  1887: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1888,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat.,  XXIV,  509) 979,980,981,1031,1033 

March  3,  1887: 

An  act  relative  to  the  Minneapolis  Industrial  Exposition,  to  be  held  annu- 
ally in  the  city  of  Minneapolis,  State  of  Minnesota.     (Stat.,  XXIV, 

560) 1039 

March  3,  1887: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1888, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXIV,  594) 980,1840 

Man^h  3,  1887: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  several  Executive  Departments  of  the 
Government  to  loan  to  the  Minneapolis  Industrial  Exposition  certain 

articles  for  exhibit.     (Stat.,  XXIV,  648) 1040 

February  1, 1888: 

Relating  to  the  invitation  of  the  British  Government  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  participate  in  the  international  exhibition  at  Mel- 
bourne to  celebrate  the  founding  of  NewSouth  Wales.     (Stat,  XXV,  617) .     1113 
February  15,  1888: 

Joint  resolution  appointing  Andrew  D.  White  a  member  of  the  Board  of 

Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     (Stat,  XXV,  617) 1110 

March  30,  1888: 

An  act  to  provide  for  certain  of  the  most  urgent  deficiencies  in  the  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30,  1 888,  and  for  other  purposes.     ( Stat. ,  XXV,  47 ) 1046 

April  11,  1888: 

Joint  resolution  appropriating  $25,000  for  the  international  exhibition  in 

Barcelona,  Spain.     (Stat,  XXV,  620) 1114 

April  19,  1888: 

An  act  to  purchase  of  the  widow  and  children  of  the  late  Gen.  James  Shields 
certain  swords.     (Stat,  XXV,  86) 1128 
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May  10,  1888:  Page. 

Joint  resolution  accepting  the  invitation  of  the  French  Republics  to  take 
part  in  an  international  exposition  to  be  held  in  Paris  in  1889.     (Stat., 

XXV,  620) 1114 

May  11,  1888: 

Joint  resolution  appropriating  $30,000  for  the  International  Exhibition  in 

Brussels,  Belgium.     (Stat.,  XXV,  622) 1119 

May  28,  1888: 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  to  enable  the  several  Executive  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government  and  the  Bureau  of  Agriculture  and  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  including  the  National  Museum  and  Commission  of 
Fish  and  Fisheries,  to  participate  in  the  Centennial  Exposition  of  the 
Ohio  Valley  and  Central  States,  to  be  held  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  from 

July  4  to  October  27,  1888.     (Stat.,  XXV,  159) 1119 

Julv  11,  1888: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
exi>ensea  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1889,  and 

for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXV,  256) 1146 

Julv  16,  1888: 

Joint  resolution  declaring  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  ai^t  approved 

May  28,  1888.     (Stat.,  XXV,  626) 1121 

September  26,  1888: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Semon  Bache  &  Co.     (Stat.,  XXV,  1190) 1113 

Octol)er  2,  1888: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  exi)en8es  of  the  Go'vem- 
ment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1889,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat.,  XXV,  5a5) 1045, 1 104, 1148, 1236, 1258, 1267, 1268 

October  19,  1888: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1888,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXV,  565) ' 1258 

October  20,  1888: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  exhibits  made  by  the  Government  at  the 
Centennial  Exposition  of  the  Ohio  Valley  and  Central  States  at  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  to  remain  at  said  Exposition  until  and  including  the  15th  day 

of  November,  1888.     (Stat.,  XXV,  634) 1122 

Januarv  4,  1889: 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  American  Historical  Association.     (Stat.,  XXV, 

640) 1223 

February  26,  1889: 

An  a(!t  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1890,  and 

for  other  purposes.      (Stat.,  XXV,  705) 1149 

March  2,  1889: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1890, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXV,  793) 1219 

March  2,  1889: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1889,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for  other 

purposes.     (Stat.,  XXV,  905) 1258 

March  2,  1889: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1890,  and  for  other  purposes. 
(Stat.,  XXV,  939) 1045,  1149,  1238,  1258 


XLVI        ACTS  AND   JOINT    RESOLUTIONS    OF   CONGRESS,   1836-1899. 

April  15,  1890:  Page. 

An  act  to  admit  free  of  <liity  articles  intended  for  the  St.  I>oui8  Exposition 
in  1890,  which  niay  be  importe<i  from  the  Republic-  of  Mexico  and  other 
American  Republics  and  the  Dominion  of  Canat^ia.     (Stat.,  XXVI,  55) . .     1514 
April  25,  1890: 

An  act  to  provide  for  celebrating  the  four  hundre<lth  annivernarj'  of  the 
discovery  of  Amenta  by  Christopher  Columbus  by  holding  an  interna- 
tional exhibition  of  arts,  industries,  manufactures,  and  the  i>n)duct  of 
the  soil,  mine,  and  sea  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

(Stat,  XXVI,  62) .' 1506 

May  22,  1890: 

Joint  resolution  to  fill  va<»ncies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.      (Stat.,  XX VI,  673) 1274 

June  18,  1890: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Southern  Exposition  at  I^Hiisville,  Ky.     (Stat., 

XXVI,  162) ! 1514 

July  11,  1890: 

An  ac!t  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
exj>en8e8  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1891,  and 

for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXVI,  228) 1497 

August  30,  1890: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  exi»enses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  1^8ca\  year  ending  June  30,  1891,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat.,  XXVI,  371)'. 1278,  1327,  1499,  1542,  1544 

St^ptemlx'r  27,  1890: 

An  act  authorizing  the  establishing  of  a  public  {lark  in  the  District  of 

Columbia.     (Stat.,  XXVI,  492) 1303 

Septendjer  30,  1890: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficienciies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1890,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat.,  X  XVI,  504) 1327, 1499, 1544 

Manth  3,  1891: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1891,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXVI,  862) 1327, 1499 

Man;h3,  1891: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fisi'al  year  ending  June  30, 1892,  and 

for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXVI,  908) 1 500 

Martrh  3,  1891: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiec^al  year  ending  June  30,  1892,  and  for  other  jmrposes. 

(Stat,  XXVI,  948)' 1291, 1328, 1333, 1500, 1513, 1527, 1542, 1546 

January  26,  1892: 

Joint  resolution  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.     (Stat,  XXVII,  393) 1555 

March  8,  1892: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation 
for  the  expenses  of  the   Eleventh   Census,  and   for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XXVII,  5) 1570 

March  18,  1892: 

An  act  ratifying  the  act  of  the  sixteenth  territorial  legislative  assembly  of 
Arizona,  approved  Man^h  19,  1891,  making  appropriation  in  aid  of  Ari- 
zona's exhibit  at  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition.   (Stat,  XXVII,  7) .     1584 
March  24,  1892: 

Joint  resoluticm  authorizing  the  Librarian  of  Congress  to  exhibit  certain 
documents  at  the  World's  C/olumbian  Exjxwition.    (Stat,  XXVII,  394) .     1584 
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April  6,  1892:  Pnge, 

An  act  to  protect  foreign  exhibitors  at  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition 
from  prosecution  for  exhibiting  wares  protected  by  American  patents 

and  trade-marks.     (Stat.,  XXVIl,  14) 1585 

April  12,  1892. 

Joint  resolution  to  encourage  the  establishment  and  endowment  of  insti- 
tutions of  learning  at  the  national  capital  by  defining  the  policy  of  the 
Government  with  reference  to  the  use  of  its  literary  and  scientific  col- 
lections by  student*?.     (Stat.,  XXVII,395) 1595 

May  12,  1892: 

An  act  to  authorize  a  national  bank  at  Chicago,  111.,  to  establish  a  branch 
office  upon  the  grounds  of  the  AVorld's  Columbian  Exposition.     (Stat., 

XXVII,  33)  1585 

May  13,  1892: 

An  act  to  provide  for  certain  of  the  most  urgent  deficiencies  in  the  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30,  1892,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXVII,  33) 1583 

June  6,  1892: 

An  act  to  enable  the  Centennial  Boartl  of  Finance,  incorporated  by  an  act 
approved  June  1,  1872,  to  close  its  affairs,  and  dissolving  said  corpora- 
tion.    (Stat,  XXVII,  45) 1595 

July  13,  1«92: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post-offi(*e  Depart- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1893.     (Stat,  XXVII,  145) . . .     1585 
July  16,  1892: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  (lovemment  for  the  tihcal  year  ending  June  30,  1893, 

and  for  other  puri^ses.     (Stat,  XXVII,  183) 1549 

July  19,  1892: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1893,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXVII,  236) 1585 

July  23, 1892: 

Joint  resolution  requesting  the  loan  of  certain  articles  for  the  World's 

Columbian  Exposition.     (Stat,  XXVII,  399) 1586 

July  26,  1892: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  prepare  and 
send  to  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  models,  drawings,  etc.,  pre- 
pared or  invented  by  women.     (Stat.,  XXVII,  400) 1586 

July  28,  1892: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1892,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXVII,  282) 1549,  1572,  1581 

August  4,  1892: 

An  act  changing  the  date  for  the  dedication  of  the  buildings  of  the 

World's  Columbian  Exposition.     (Stat.  XXVII,  347) 1586 

August  5,  1892: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1893,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat., 

XXVII,  349) 1549,  1551,  1552,  1572,  1581,  1584,  1586,  1628 

August  5,  1892: 

An  act  to  aid  in  crarrying  out  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  April  25, 1890, 
entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  celebrating  the  four  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  the  discovery  of  America  by  Christopher  Columbus,  by  hold- 
ing an  international  exposition  of  arts,  industries,  manufactures,  and  " 
products  of  the  soil,  mine,  and  si»a,  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,"  and  appropriating  money  therefor.     (Stat,  XXVII,  389)..     1588 
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August  5,  1892:  Page. 
Joint  resolution  extending  an  invitation  to  the  King  and  Queen  of  Spain 
and  the  descendants  of  Columhus  to  participate  in  the  World's  Colum- 
bian Exposition.     (Stat.,  XXVII,  401) 1590 

August  5,  1892: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  foreign  exhibitors  at  the  World's  Columbian 
Exposition  to  bring  to  this  country  foreign  laborers  from  their  respec- 
tive countries  for  the  purpose  of.  preparing  for  and  making  their 

exhibits,     (Stat,  XXVII,  402) 1590 

January  9,  1893: 

Joint  resolution  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution.     (Stat,  XXVII,  752) 1557 

March  3,  1893: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1894,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XXVII,  572) 1547, 1550, 1551, 1552, 1562, 1574, 1582, 1592 

March  3,  1893: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  current  and  contingent  expenses,  and 
fufiilling  treaty  stipulations  with  Indian  tribes,  for  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30, 1894.     (Stat,  XXVII,  612) 1594 

March  3,  1893: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1893,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXVII,  646) 1550,1582 

March  3,  1893: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1894, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXVII,  675) 1550, 1632 

March  3,  1893: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal   year 

ending  June  30, 1894,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXVII,  715) . .     1840 
March  3,  1893: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post-Office  Department 

for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1894.     (Stat,  XXVII,  732) 1594 

March  3,  1893: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
to  send  articles  illustrative  of  the  life  and  development  of  the  indus- 
tries   of    women    to    the  World's  Columbian   Exposition.     (Stat., 

XXVII,  757) 1584 

March  3,  1893: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  loan,  for  exhibition  at  the  World's  Colum- 
bian Exposition,  of  certain  paintings  therein  stated.     (Stat,  XXVII, 

757) 1595 

September  1,  1893: 

An  act  in  aid  of  the  California  Midwinter  International  Exposition.    (Stat , 

XXVIII,  1) 1635 

October  28,  1893: 

Joint  resolution  that  the  acknowledgments  of  the  Government  and  people 
of  the  United  States  be  tendered  to  various  foreign  governments  of  the 
world  who  have  participated  in  commemoration  of  the  discovery  of 

America  by  Christopher  Columbus.     (Stat,  XXVIII,  13) 1636 

November  3,  1893: 

Joint  resolution  to  amend  the  act,  approved  April  25, 1890,  relating  to  the 
admission  of  articles  intended  for  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition. 
(Stat,  XXVIII,  13) 1636 
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Novembers,  1893:  Page. 

Joint  resolution  transferring  the  exhibit  of  the  Navy  Department,  known 
as  the  model  battle  ship  Illinois,  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  as  a  naval 
armory  for  the  use  of  the  naval  militia  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  uu  the 
termination  of  theAVorld's  Columbian  Exposition.    (Stat.,  XX VIII,  14).    1636 
December  16,  1893: 

Joint  resolution  conferring  diplomas  upon  designers,  inventors,  and  expert 

artisans.     (Stat.,  XXVIII,  575) 1636 

December  21,  1893: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  further  uigent  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  the.  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1894,  and  for  prior 

years,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXVIII,  16) 1661 

January  27,  1894: 

An  act  to  amend  section  3709  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  relating  to  contracts 
for  supplies  in  the  Departments  at  Washington.    (Stat.,  XXVIII,  33) . .     1671 
March  12,  1894: 

An  avi  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men," 
being  Title  LXXIII  of  the  Revised  Statutes.     (Stat.,  XXVIII,  41) ... .     1685 
March  12,  1894: 

An  act  u  aking  appropriations  to  supply  further  urgent  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1894,  and  for  prior 

years,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat. ,  XXVIII,  41 ) 1668 

March'l2,  1894: 

Joint  resolution  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  the 

Antwerp  International  Exposition.     (Stat.,  XXVIII,  578) 1639 

March  19,  1894: 

Joint  resolution  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.     (Stat,  XXVIII,  579) 1633 

July  31,  1894: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  ju<licial 
ex{)enses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1895, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXVIII,  162) 1674 

August  3,  1894: 

An  ekci  to  exempt  the  articles  of  foreign  exhibitors  at  the  interstate  fair  at 
Tacoma,  AVash.,  from  the  payment  of  duties.     (Stat.,  XXVIII,  224) . . .     16:39 
August  7,  1894: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  pn)vide  for  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  .'W, 

1895,  and  for  other  purposes.      (Stat.,  XXVIII,  243) 1690 

August  18,  1894: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1895,  and  for  other  puriK>8e8. 

(Stat.,  XXVIII,  372) 16,37,1641,1668,1674,1676,1677,1692,1694 

August  23,  1894: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1894,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXVIII,  424) 1643,  1669,1694 

January  8,  1895: 

An  act  to  exempt  the  articles  of  foreign  exhibitors  at  the  Portland  Uni- 
versal P^xposition,  at  Portland,  Oregon,  from  the  payment  of  duties. 
(Stat,  XXVlll,  600) 1643 
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Janiiar}'  12,  1895:  Page. 

An  act  providing  for  the  public  printing  and  binding  and  the  distribution 

of  public  documents.     (Stat.,  XXVIII,  601) 1695 

January  21,  1895: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  foreign  exhibitors  at  the  Cotton  States  and 
International  Exposition,  to  be  held  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  1895,  to  bring  to 
this  country  foreign  laborers  from  their  respective  countries  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preparing  for  and  making  their  exhibits.     (Stat.,  XXVIII,  967) .     1642 
February  27,  1895: 

Joint  resolution  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Boanl  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 

Institution.     (Stat.,  XXVIII,  972) 1634 

March  2,  1895: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  (.Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1896, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXVIII,  764) 1675 

March  2,  1895: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1896,  and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXVIII,  825) 1638 

March  2,  1895: 

An  ac^t  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1895,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXVIII,  843) 1638 

March  2,  1895: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1896,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat.,  XXVIII,  910) 16:^,  1644, 1669, 1674, 1676, 1677, 1691, 1694 

January  14,  1896: 

Joint  resolution  for  filling  vacancy  on  Boanl  of  Regents,  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution.    (Stat.,  XXIX,  461)...* 1738 

February  20,  1896: 

An  act  to  incorporate  The  National  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution.     (Stat,  XXIX,  8) '. 1742 

February  26,  1896: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  urgent  deficiencies  in  the  appro- 
priations for  the  fisciil  year  ending  June  30,  1896,  and  for  prior  years, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat.,  XXIX,  17) 1 746 

March  13,  1896: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  distribute  the 
medals  and  diplomas  awarded  by  the  World's  Columbian  Conmiission 

to  the  exhibitors  entitled  thereto.     (Stat,  XXIX,  466) 1747 

May  18,  1896: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  foreign  exhibitors  at  the  Tennessee  Centen- 
nial Exposition,  to  be  held  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  1897,  to  bring  to  this 
(•ountry  foreign  laborers  from  their  respective  countries  for  the  purpose 
of  prei>aring  for  and  making  their  exhibits,  and  allowing  articles  imixjrteil 
from  foreign  countries  for  the  sole  purpose  of  exhibition  at  said  expijsi- 
tion  to  be  imported  free  of  duty,  under  regulations  pre«cril)ed  by  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     (Stat,  XXIX,  473) 1748 

Mav  28,189(5: 

An  act  making  ai^propriations  fur  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expeuHes  of  the  (Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  and 

for  other  puriH)HeH.     (Stat,  XXIX,  140) 1707 

June  H,  \Hm: 

An  a<rt  to  regulate  mail  matter  of  the  fourth  class.     (Stat.,  XXIX,  262)  ..     1746 
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February  17,  1898:  Page. 

Joint  resolution  accepting  the  invitation  of  the  Government  of  Norway  to 
take  part  in  an  International  Fisheries  Exposition  to  be  held  at  the  city 
of  Bei^n,  Norway,  from  May  to  September,  anno  Domini  1898.    (Stat, 

XXX,  7:H) 1795 

March  15,  1898: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  IW,  1899, 

and  for  other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXX,  277) 1810,1829 

April  29,  1898: 

An  act  to  approve  a  compromise  and  settlement  between  the  United  States 

and  the  State  of  Arkansas.     (Stat,  XXX,  367) 1786 

May  18,  1898. 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  rent  lighting 
apparatus  for  Government  building  at  Trans-Mississippi  and  Intema- 

national  Exposition.     (Stat,  XXX,  743) 1791 

July  1,  1898: 

An  Bct  making  appropriations  for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Indian  Department  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  various 
Indian  tribes  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899,  and  for  other  pur> 

poses.     (Stat,  XXX,  571) 1841 

July  1,  1898: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899,  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Stat,  XXX,  597) 1788,1792,1811,1813,1821,1834,1836 

July  7,  1898: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for 

other  purposes.     (Stat,  XXX,  652) 1788,1796,1806,1813,1826 

July  8,  1898: 

Joint  resolution  regarding  the  holding  of  a  Pan-American  Exposition  in 
the  year  1901  upon  Cayuga  Island,  between  the  cities  of  Buffalo  and 
Niagara  Falls,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  to  illustrate  the  development 
of  the  Western  Hemisphere  during  the  nineteenth  century.     (Stat^, 

XXX,  752) 1796 

Decemlwr  21,  1898: 

An  act  pnjviding  fr)r  a  national  exposition  of  American  j^roducts  and  man- 
ufactures at  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  the  encouragement  of  the  exj)ort 

trarie.     (Stat,  XXX,  768) 1842 

January  24,  1899: 

Joint  resolution  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 

Institution.     (Stat,  XXX,  1387) 1776 

February  24,  1899: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  lU),  1900, 

and  for  other  purpose*.     ( Stat. ,  XX X,  846) 1 811 

Man;h  1,  1899: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  foreign  exhibitors  at  the  Commercial  P'xposi- 
tion  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  1899,  to  bring  to  this  country 
foreign  laborers  from  their  respective  countries  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
paring for  and  making  their  exhibits  under  regulations  prescribed  by 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     (Stat,  XXX,  1390) '.     1844 

March  3.  1899: 

An  act  for  the  protection  of  binis,  preservation  of  game,  and  for  the  pre- 
vention of  its  sale  during  certain  closed  seasons  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,    (Stat,  XXX,  1012) 1826 
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March  3,  imd:  Page. 

An  act  to  encourage  tlie  holdinir  of  a  Pan-American  ExiMmtion  on  the 
Niapira  frontier,  within  the  I'ounty  of  Krie  or  Niavrara,  in  the  State  of 

New  York,  in  the  year  1901.     (Stat,  XXX,  102U) 1797 

March  3,  1899: 

An  act  making  appro] >riation8  for  mmdry  civil  expen»eH  of  the  (Tovem- 
mcnt  for  the  Hncrai  year  ending  June  30,  1900,  and  for  other  purpoueei. 

(Stat.,  XXX,  1074) 1788,1794,1811,1813,1822,1836,1837 

March  3,  1899: 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  defitaencieH  in  the  appro] >riationH 
for  tlic  fim^l  year  ending  June  30,  1899,  and  for  jmor  year«,  and  for 

other  imriKJset*.     (Stat.,  XXX,  1214) 1812 

March  3,  189t): 

An  act  to  encourage  the  lioldingof  the  Ohio  Centennial  and  Northwest 
Territory  Exposition  at  the  city  of  Toledo,  Ohio.    (Stat,  XXX,  1346) . .     1802 
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THE  ORIGIN  AND  THE  LEGISLATIVE  HISTORY  OF  THE 
SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION  FROM  1835  TO  1899. 


P^RT     I 


WILL  OF  JAMES  SMITHSON-CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC., 

RELATIVE  TO  THE  BEQUEST. 


THE  WILL  OF  JAMES  SMITHSON. 


Smithson  Son  to  Hugh,  first  Duke  of  Northumberland,  & 
Heiress  of  the  Hungerf  ords  of  Studley ,  &  Niece  to  Charles 
Duke  of  Somerset,  now  residing  in  Bentinck  Street,  Caven- 
e,  do  this  twenty-third  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
id  twenty-six,  make  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament: 
th  the  whole  of  my  property  of  every  natui*e  &  kind  soever 
cers,  Messrs.  Dnmimonds  of  Charing  Cross,  in  trust,  to  be 
f  in  the  following  manner,  and  I  desire  of  my  said  Execu- 
t  my  property  under  the  management  of  the  Court  of 

I  Fitall,  formerly  my  Servant,  but  now  employed  in  the 
3ck8,  and  residing  at  No.  27,  Jubilee  Place,  North  Mile  end, 
in  consideration  of  his  attachment  &  fidelity  to  me,  &  the 
long  &  great  care  he  has  taken  of  ray  effects,  &  my  having  done  but 
very  little  for  him,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  Annuity  or  annual  sum  of 
One  hundred  pounds  sterling  for  his  life,  to  be  paid  to  him  quarterly, 
free  of  legacy  duty  &  all  other  deductions,  the  first  payment  to  be 
made  to  him  at  the  expiration  of  three  months  after  my  death.  I  have 
at  divers  times  lent  sums  of  money  to  Henry  Honore  Sailly,  formerly 
my  Servant,  but  now  keeping  the  Hungerford  Hotel,  in  the  rue  Cau- 
martin  at  Paris,  &  for  which  sums  of  money  I  have  undated  bills  or 
bonds  signed  by  him.  Now,  I  will  &  direct  that  if  he  desires  it,  these 
sums  of  money  be  let  remain  in  his  hands  at  an  Interest  of  five  per 
cent,  for  five  years  after  the  date  of  the  present  Will. 

To  Henry  James  Hungerford,  ray  Nephew,  heretofore  called  Henry 
James  Dickinson,  son  to  ray  late  brother,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Henry 
Louis  Dickinson,  now  residing  with  Mr.  Auboin,  at  Bourg  la  Reine, 
near  Paris,  I  give  and  bequeath  for  his  life  the  whole  of  the  income 
arising  from  my  property  of  every  nature  &  kind  whatever,  after  the 
payment  of  the  above  Annuity,  &  after  the  death  of  John  Fitall,  that 
Annuity  likewise,  the  payments  to  be  made  to  him  at  the  time  of  the 
interest  or  dividends  becomes  due  on  the  Stocks  or  other  property 
from  which  the  income  arises. 

Should  the  said  Henry  James  Hungerford  have  a  child  or  children, 

legitimate  or  illegitimate,  I  leave  to  such  child  or  children,  his  or  their 

heirs,  executors,  &  assigns,  after  the  death  of  his,  or  her,  or  their  Father, 
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the  whole  of  my  property  of  every  kind  absolutely  &  forever,  to  be 
divided  between  them,  if  there  is  more  than  one,  in  the  manner  their 
father  shall  judge  proper,  or,  in  case  of  his  omitting  to  decide  this,  as 
the  Lord  Chancellor  shall  judge  proper. 

Should  my  said  Nephew,  Henry  James  Hungerford,  marry,  I  em- 
power him  to  make  a  jointure. 

In  the  case  of  the  death  of  my  said  Nephew  without  leaving  a  child 
or  children,  or  the  death  of  the  child  or  children  he  ma}^  have  had 
under  the  age  of  twenty -one  years  or  intestate,  I  then  bequeath  the 
whole  of  my  property,  subject  to  the  Annuity  of  One  hundred  pounds 
to  John  Fitall,  &  for  the  security  &  payment  of  which  I  mean  Stock 
to  remain  in  this  Country,  to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  found 
at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an 
Establishment  for  the  increase  &  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

I  think  it  proper  here  to  state,  that  all  the  money  which  will  be 

.  standing  in  the  French  five  per  cents,  at  my  de^ith  in  the  names  of  the 

father  of  my  above  mentioned  Nephew,  Henry  James  Hungerford,  & 

all  that  in  my  names,  is  the  property  of  my  said  Nephew,  being  what 

he  inherited  from  his  father,  or  what  I  have  laid  up  for  him  from  the 

savings  upon  his  income. 

James  Smithson.     [l.  s.] 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Clarke^  Fynmore  <&  Fladgate  to  A,    Vail,   Charge  d' Affaires  of  the 

Unit^  States^  London, 

Craven  Street,  Strand  [London],  July  21,  1836. 

Sir:  We  send  you,  inclosed,  the  copy  of  a  will  of  Mr.  Smithson, 
on  the  subject  of  which  we  yesterday  did  ourselves  the  pleasure  of 
waiting  upon  you,  and  we  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  to 
repeat,  in  writing,  what  we  verbally  communicated. 

Pursuant  to  the  instructions  contained  in  the  will,  an  amicable  suit 
was,  on  the  death  of  the  testator,  instituted  in  chancery  by  Mr.  Hun- 
gerford  against  Messrs.  Drummond,  the  executors,  under  which  suit 
the  assets  were  realized.  They  were  very  considerable;  and  there  is 
now  standing,  in  the  name  of  the  accountant-general  of  the  court  of 
chancer}^,  on  the  trusts  of  the  will,  stock  amounting  in  value  to  about 
£100,000.  During  Mr.  Hungerford's  life  he  received  the  income 
arising  from  this  property;  but  news  has  just  reached  England  that 
Mr.  Hungerford  has  died  abroad,  leaving  no  child  surviving  him. 

It  now  becomes  necessary  that  measures  should  be  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  the  decision  of  the  court  of  chancery  as  to  the 
further  disposition  of  the  property.  On  reference  to  the  will  it  will 
appear  that  it  is  not  very  clearly  defined  to  whom,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  the  property  should  be  paid  or  transferred;  indeed, 
there  is  so  much  doubt  that  we  apprehend  that  the  attorney -general 
must,  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  of  England,  be  joined  in  the  proceed- 
ings which  it  is  requisite  that  the  United  States  should  institute. 

We  act  in  this  matter  for  Messrs.  Drummond,  the  bankers,  who  are 
mere  stakeholders,  and  who  are  ready  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
facilitate  getting  the  decision  of  the  court  and  carrying  into  effect  the 
testator's  intentions. 

We  shall  therefore  be  happy  to  communicate  with  such  professional 
advisers  as  your  Government  may  think  fit  to  appoint  to  act  for  them 
in  this  country.  In  the  meantime  we  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to 
add  that  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  us  to  carry  on  the  proceedings 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  possibly  some  expense  and  delay 
may  be  avoided  by  our  so  doing. 

Having  thus  briefly  stated  the  nature  of  the  business,  we  at  present 

abstain  from  making  any  suggestions  as  to  the  party  in  whose  name 
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proceedings  shculd  be  adopted,  considering  the  point  should  be  deter- 
mined by  our  counsel  here,  after  the  opinion  of  the  proper  law  officers 
in  the  States  has  been  taken  on  the  subject. 

Any  further  information  j'ou  may  require  we  shall  be  happy  to  give 
you,  and  are,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate. 

A. Vail,  Esq.,  Ifi  York  Terrace, 


A,  VaU  to  John  Forsyth, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lcmdcni^  July  28,  1835. 

Sir:  The  papers  which  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  communicate 
to  you  will  acquaint  you  with  the  particulars  of  a  bequest  of  property 
to  a  large  amount  left  to  the  United  States  by  a  Mr.  James  Smithson, 
for  the  purpose,  as  stated  in  the  will,  of  founding  at  Washington  an 
institution  "for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men." 
*  *  *  The  letter  of  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate,  the 
solicitors,  by  whom  I  was  apprised  of  the  existence  of  the  will,  together 
with  the  inquiries  I  have  made,  leave  no  doubt  of  its  having  been 
established  and  its  dispositions  recognized  by  the  court  of  chancery, 
the  first  legatee  under  it  having  for  several  years  and  to  the  time  of 
his  death  received  the  income  of  the  property,  which  is  stated  to  have 
amounted  to  upward  of  £4,000  per  annum. 

According  to  the  view  taken  of  the  case  by  the  solicitors,  it  is  now 
for  the  United  States,  in  the  event  of  their  accepting  the  bequest  and 
the  trust  coupled  with  it,  to  come  forward  by  their  representative  and 
make  themselves  parties  to  an  amicable  suit  before  the  lord  chancel- 
lor for  the  purpose  of  legally  establishing  the  fact  of  the  demise  of 
the  first  legatee  without  children  and  intestate,  prove  their  claim  to 
the  benefit  of  the  will,  and  obtain  a  decree  in  chancery  awarding  them 
the  proceeds  of  the  estate.  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate 
are  willing  to  undertake  the  management  of  the  suit  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  and,  from  what  I  have  learned  of  their  standing,  may 
safely  be  confided  in.  Not  being  acquainted  with  the  exact  structure 
of  our  institutions,  they  are  not  able  to  point  out  the  exact  manner  in 
which  the  United  States  should  be  represented  in  the  contemplated 
suit,  but  they  believe  that  their  diplomatic  agent  here,  if  constituted 
for  that  purpose  the  legal  representative  of  the  President,  would  be 
recognized  by  the  court  of  chancery  as  the  proper  organ  of  the  United 
States  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  will. 

Should  it  be  thought  unnecessary  to  await  the  action  of  Congress  to 
authorize  the  institution  of  the  requisite  legal  proceedings,  and  should 
the  course  suggested  by  the  solicitors  meet  the  views  of  the  President, 
his  power  of  attorney  authorizing  the  diplomatic  agent  here  to  act  in 
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• 

his  name  will,  I  apprehend,  be  necessary;  and  as  the  suit  will  involve 
some  expense  not  connected  with  the  contingent  fund  of  the  legation, 
your  instructions  upon  this  bi-anch  of  the  subject  will  likewise  be 
desirable. 

1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Vail. 
John  Forsyth,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States^  Washm^ton. 


John  FoTifyth  to  Aaron  Vail. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington^  Sepieniber  ^6,  1S35. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  Jul}'  28  last  (No.  197),  relative  to  a  bequest  of  property  to  a  large 
amount  left  to  the  United  States  by  Mr.  James  Smithson  for  the 
purpose  of  founding  at  Washington  an  institution  ''  for  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  and  to  inform  you  that  your 
letter  and  the  papers  which  accompanied  it  have  been  submitted  to 
the  President,  who  has  determined  to  lay  the  subject  before  Congress 
at  its  next  session.  The  result  of  its  deliberations,  when  obtained, 
shall  be  communicated  to  y^ou,  with  the  necessary  instructions. 

Of  the  course  intended  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  this  matter,  as 

above  explained,  you  will  take  occasion  to  acquaint  the  solicitors  who 

apprised  you  of  the  existence  of  Mr.  Smithson's  will. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 
Aaron  Vail,  Esq., 

Charge  d' Affaires  of  the  United  States^  London. 


John  Fm^syth  to  Richard  Rush, 

Department  of  State,  July  11^  1836, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  President,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  at  their  recent  session,  has  been 
pleased  to  appoint  you  the  agent  of  the  United  Statt^s  to  assert  and 
prosecute  their  claim  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  them  by  James 
Smithson,  late  of  London,  deceased.  Your  power  of  attorney  or 
commission  is  herewith  remitted,  with  an  authcntiaited  copy  of  the 
act  referred  to  annexed  to  it.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  President  that 
you  should,  in  the  event  of  your  acceptance  of  this  trust,  embark  for 
London  without  unnecessary  loss  of  time,  to  enter  on  the  duties  of 
the  appointment.  Previously  to  leaving  the  United  States,  however, 
it  will  be  necessary,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  accom- 
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panying  act  of  Congress,  to  execute  to  and  deposit  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  good  and  sufficient  securities  to  his 
satisfaction,  a  bond  or  bonds,  in  the  penal  sum  of  $5(X),(>()0,  for  the 
proper  performance  of  those  duties  and  for  the  faithful  remittance  to 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  of  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  or 
other  funds  as  you  may  receive  in  virtue  of  said  bequest. 

The  compensation  to  be  allowed  you  for  your  services  in  this  capac- 
ity will  be  at  the  rate  of  $3,000  per  annum  for  your  personal  services 
and  at  the  rate  of  $2,000  for  all  contingencies  except  the  law  expenses, 
compensation  to  begin  from  the  day  you  report  yourself  ready  to 
enter  on  the  duties  of  the  office.  An  account  of  the  law  expenses, 
with  vouchers,  will  be  required. 

A  letter  of  credit  on  M,  de  Rothschild,  the  banker  of  the  United 

States  at  London,  authorizing  him  to  pay  your  drafts  for  comi>ensa- 

tion  and  for  the  necessary  expenses  ac^tually  incuiTed  in  the  prosecution 

of  this  claim,  is  also  inclosed,  limited  to  $10,000,  being  the  whole 

amount  appropriated  by  Congress  for  that  object. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 
Richard  Rush,  Esq.,  etc. 


Richard  Rush  to  CUirke^  Fynmore  cfe  Fladgate, 

Portland  Hotel,  Great  Porti^nd  Street, 

London,  Sept-etuher  IJi^  18-36, 
Gentlemen:  Referring  to  your  correspondence  with  the  charg^ 
d'affaires  of  the  United  States  in  July,  1835,  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest 
to  the  United  States,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have  arrived  here 
with  full  power  from  the  President,  founded  on  an  act  of  Congress,  to 
assert  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  that  bequest  and  receive  the 
money.  1  should  Jje  happy  to  have  an  interview  with  you  on  this  sub- 
ject, to  which  end  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  call  upon  me  on  Friday 
morning  at  11  o'clock,  or,  should  that  be  inconvenient  to  you,  at  such 
other  time,  near  at  hand,  as  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  name. 

1  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate, 

Solicitors^  Craven  Street^  Strand, 


Richard  Rxish  t^  John  Forsyth, 

London,  September  ^^,  18S6, 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  on  the  31st  of  August  of  my 
arrival  at  Liverpool,  having  embarked  in  the  tirst  ship  that  sailed 
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from  New  York  after  my  letter  of  the  Ist  of  August  informing  you 
that  I  was  ready. 

I  reached  this  city  the  early  part  of  the  present  month,  and  as  soon 
as  circumstances  would  permit  entered  upon  the  duty  which  the 
President's  power  of  attorney  devolves  upon  me. 

Towards  asserting  and  prosecuting  with  effect  before  the  legal 
tribunals  of  England  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy 
bequeathed  to  them  by  James  Smithson,  of  London,  to  found  at 
Washington  an  institution  "  for  the  increase  and  diflfusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men,'"  the  first  considei*ation  which  seemed  to  present 
itself  was  the  selection  of  fit  legal  characters  here,  through  whose  aid 
and  instrumentality  the  incipient  steps  could  alone  be  judiciously 
marked  out  or  adopted.  In  a  country  where  the  profession  of  the  law 
is  known  to  be  so  subdivided  as  in  this,  I  regarded  it  important  that 
not  onl}*^  the  counsel  whose  services  it  may  ultimately  become  neces- 
sary to  engage,  but  the  solicitors  to  be  approached  in  the  first  instance, 
should  have  a  standing  suited  to  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  dignity 
of  the  constituent  I  represent.  The  letter  addressed  you  in  July,  1835, 
by  the  late  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at  this  court,  left 
little  doubt,  indeed,  that  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate  were 
proper  solicitors;  yet,  as  the  President's  power  to  me  and  your 
instructions  appeared  to  place  the  whole  subject  anew  in  my  hands, 
some  previous  inquiry  into  their  standing  seemed  necessary  on  my 
part.  This  I  set  on  foot,  and  am  glad  to  say  that  it  ended  to  my  sat- 
isfaction, the  more  as  their  connection  with  the  case  in  its  origin 
naturally  pointed  to  their  selection,  other  grounds  continuing  to 
justify  it. 

Accordingly,  on  the  14th  instant,  1  addressed  a  note  to  these  solici- 
tors informing  them  that  1  had  arrived  in  this  country  with  full  power 
from  the  President,  founded  upon  an  act  of  Congress,  to  assert  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  the  Smithsonian  bequest  and  receive 
the  money,  and  requesting  that  they  would  call  upon  me  on  the 
16th.  A  copy  of  my  note  is  inclosed.  This  is  a  season  of  the 
year  when  professional  and  official  business  of  every  kind  is  much 
at  a  pause  in  London,  and  those  who  conduct  it  dispersed.  It  was 
not  until  the  20th  that  I  was  enabled  to  command  an  interview  with 
these  gentlemen,  when  two  of  them,  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Fladgate, 
waited  upon  me,  the  latter  having  previously  called,  after  receiv- 
ing my  note,  to  mention  the  absence  of  his  associates  from  town. 
With  these  two  I  had  the  preliminary  conversation  suited  to  a  finst 
interview.  They  chiefly  went  over  the  grounds  stated  in  their  note 
of  the  21st  of  July  to  our  charg^  d'affaires,  Mr.  Vail,  in  some  points 
enlarging  them  and  giving  new  particulars.  They  said  that  James 
Smithson,  the  testator,  died  in  June,  1829;  that  his  will  was  proved  in 
the  prerogative  court  of  Canterbury  by  Mr.  Charles  Drummond,  one 
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of  the  executors  and  one  of  the  banking  house  of  that  name  in  Lon- 
don; that  Henry  James  Hungerford,  the  testator's  nephew,  to  whom 
was  bequeathed  the  whole  of  his  property  for  life,  subject  to  a  small 
annuity  to  another  person,  brought  an  amicable  suit  in  chancery  against 
Messrs.  Drummond,  the  executors,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  tes- 
tator's assets  administered  under  the  direction  of  the  lord  chancellor, 
in  the  course  of  which  suit  the  usual  orders  and  decrees  were  made, 
and  by  its  issue  assets  ascertained  and  realized  to  the  value  of  about 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling;  that  Mr.  Hungerford,  who 
resided  out  of  England,  received,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  the  div- 
idends arising  from  the  property,  which  consisted  of  stock  in  the  pub- 
;  lie  funds,  and  that  he  died  at  Pisa,  on  the  5th  of  June,  1835,  of  full 
■  age,  though  still  young,  without  having  been  married,  and,  as  far  as 
'  is  yet  known,  without  illegitimate  child  or  children;  that  the  assets  of 
the  estate  are  now  invested  in  the  name  of  the  accountant-general 
of  the  court  of  chancery,  subject  to  the  further  disposition  of  the 
court;  that  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson  having  made  the  United  States 
the  final  legatee  on  Mr.  Hungerford's  death  without  child  or  children, 
legitimate  or  illegitimate,  the  facts  seem  to  have  happened  under 
which  their  right  will  attach;  but  the  solicitors  continue  to  think  that 
a  suit  or  legal  proceedings  of  some  nature,  to  which  the  United  States 
must  be  a  party,  will  have  to  be  instituted  in  the  court  of  chancery  in 
order  to  make  valid  their  right  and  enable  them  to  get  possession  of 
the  fund,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  court  and  subject  to  its  judgment. 
The  foregoing  formed  the  main  purport  of  their  communication. 
They  added  that  the  mother  of  Henry  James  Hungerford,  who  is  still 
living  and  married  to  a  Frenchman  of  the  name  of  De  la  Batut,  has 
put  in  a  claim  to  a  part  of  the  property;  but  as  the  claim  is  small,  and 
not  likely  to  come  to  much,  the  mother  of  Mr.  Hungerford  not  having 
'  been  married  to  his  father,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  at  this  time  to  detail 
•  the  circumstances. 

I  asked  at  what  time  from  the  present  the  earliest  sitting  of  the 
court  of  chancery  would  be  held.  .  They  replied  in  November.  It  will 
be  my  object  to  get  the  fund  for  the  United  States  without  a  lawsuit 
in  chancery  of  any  kind,  if  this  be  practicable;  and  toward  an  end  so 
desirable  my  further  reflections  and  measures  will,  for  a  while,  be 
directed,  taking  care  that  I  do  not  lose  the  advantage  of  all  proper 
applications  at  the  first  term  of  the  court  for  whatever  form  of  suit 
or  other  legal  proceedings  may  be  found  indispensable. 

I  have  nothing  further  of  any  importance  to  communicate  at  this 
juncture.  1  delivered  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Steven- 
son, the  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  July  27,  request- 
ing his  good  oflSces  in  behalf  of  the  public  object  ^vith  which  I  am 
charged,  should  the}'  be  needed;  and  I  can  not  close  this  letter  with- 
out adding  that  I  have  already  received  coo|^)eration  from  him  that  has 
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been  useful,  and  whieh  ^iviys  earnest  of  the  zealous  interposition  of 

his  further  aid,  should  it  be  required. 

1  have  the  honor  to    remain,  with  great   respect,   your  obedient 

servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


the  CASE   STATED   BY  MR.  RUSH. 

The  testator  died  at  Genoa  on  the  27th  day  of  June,  1829,  and  on 
the  4th  of  November  in  that  year  the  will  was  proved  in  the  prerog- 
ative court  of  Canterbury  by  Mr.  Charles  Drummond,  one  of  the 
banking  house  of  that  firm,  mentioned  in  the  will. 

Soon  after  his  death,  an  amicable  suit  was  instituted  in  the  court  of 
chancery  by  Henry  James  Hungerford,  his  nephew,  against  Mr. 
Charles  Drummond,  as  executor,  for  the  purpose  of  having  his  assets 
administered  under  the  direction  of  that  court.  The  usual  orders  and 
decrees  were  made  in  the  suit,  and  assets  realized  to  the  amount  of 
about  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  in  value,  which  are  now 
invested  in  the  public  funds,  and  are  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
accountant-general  of  the  court  of  chancery,  to  the  credit  of  the 
cause  of  Hungerford  v.  Drummond,  and  applicable  to  the  trusts  of 
the  will. 

Mr.  Hungerford,  who  resided  out  of  England,  received  the  income 
arising  from  the  testator's  property  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  This 
took  place  on  the  5th  of  June,  1835,  at  Pisa. 

He  was  never  married,  and  died  without  leaving  any  illegitimate 
children  or  child. 

The  events  have  therefore  happened,  by  which  the  right  of  the 
United  States  of  America  is  considered  to  have  attached,  as  the 
residuary  or  final  legatee  under  this  will. 

In  July  1835,  their  charg^  d'affaires  at  this  court  imparted  official 
information  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  Washington,  of  the  preced- 
ing facts,  who  laid  them  before  the  President,  with  a  copy  of  the  will 
and  other  papers  that  were  transmitted. 

The  President  not  having  authority  under  his  general  executive 
powers  to  take  any  steps  for  accepting  the  trust  or  obtaining  the  fund, 
communicated  the  papers  to  Congress  on  the  17th  of  December  of  that 
year,  with  a  view  to  such  measures  as  that  body  might  deem  necessaiy . 

Congress,  acting  on  the  ground  that  the  bequest  to  the  United 
States  was  valid,  and  that  it  would  not  be  incompatible  with  their 
dignity  to  accept  the  fund  as  trustees,  for  an  institution  to  be  founded 
at  Washington,  for  a  purpose  so  broad  and  benevolent,  passed,  on  the 
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1st  of  July  last,  an  act  authorizing  the  President  to  appoint  an  agent 
to  assert  and  prosecute  their  right  to  the  bequest,  in  such  form,  and 
before  such  tribunal  or  tribunals  in  England,  as  might  be  proper;  and 
to  receive  and  grant  full  acquittances  for  all  such  moneys  or  other 
funds  as  might  be  adjudged  to  them  on  account  of  it. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  given  by  this  act,  the  President  has 
appointed  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  in  the  pei*son  of  the  under- 
signed, to  perform  on  their  behalf  the  duty  which  it  enjoins;  and  he  is 
here,  their  representative  and  attorney  in  the  matter  set  forth. 

His  full  power  from  the  President,  and  a  copy,  under  seal  of  the 
Department  of  State,  of  the  law  on  which  it  is  founded,  are  ready  to 
be  filed  in  the  court  of  chancery,  or  otherwise  made  known  to  the 
lord  chancellor,  at  whatever  time  and  in  whatever  manner  may  be 
thought  proper. 

The  United  States  having  acceded  to  the  bequest,  the  first  duty  of 
the  undersigned  is  to  obtain,  for  his  high  constituent,  possession  of 
the  fund  without  any  delay  that  can  be  avoided. 

His  questions  for  the  opinion  of  counsel  in  England  are: 

First.  Can  possession  of  it  be  obtained  without  a  suit? 

Second.  If  not,  what  is  the  form  of  suit  or  other  legal  proceeding 
which,  by  the  laws  of  England,  will  give  promise  of  putting  the 
United  States  in  possession  of  the  fund  in  the  most  effectual  and 
prompt  manner? 

Richard  Rush. 

London,  October  i,  18S6, 


OPINION  OF  COUNSEL. 

First.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  possession  of  the  fund  can  not  be 
obtained  without  a  suit. 

Second.  We  think  that  the  best  course  will  be  that  a  bill  in  the 
nature  of  a  supplemental  bill  should  be  filed  in  the  name  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  America,  against  the  executors  of  Mr. 
Smithson,  praying  that  the  United  States  may  be  entitled  to  the  fund 
upon  trust  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  will;  and  that  upon 
obtaining  a  decree  to  that  effect  a  petition  should  be  presented,  in  the 
name  of  the  President  and  Mr.  Rush,  praying  that  the  fund  may  be 
transferred  to  the  latter,  as  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  appointed 
under  the  act  of  Congress. 

As  we  understand  that  the  testator,  Smithson,  was  illegitimate,  we 
think  that  it  will  be  advisable  to  make  the  Attorney-General  a  party 
to  the  suit  in  order  that  he  may  represent  before  the  court  any  claim 
which  the  Crown  may  have,  either  by  reason  of  the  question  of  the 
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validity  of  the  limitation  to  the  United  States,  after  a  limitation  to 
illegitimate  children,  or  by  reason  of  any  part  of  the  property  con- 
sisting of  interests  in  land. 

Thomas  Pemberton. 

Edward  Jacob. 
Lincoln's  Inn,  JVovmiber  2^  1836, 


RieJmrd  Rush  to  John  Firrsyth, 

London,  November  5,  1836, 
I  am  following  up  the  Smithsonian  business,  as  you  will  take  for 
granted.     This  week  I  had  an  interview  with  the  counsel;  but  nothing 
has  transpired  calling  for  an  official  letter  to  you  since  the  one  I  wrote 
on  the  i^4th  of  September. 

Richard  Rush. 


John  Fori<yth  to  Richard  Rush, 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,,  Naveniber  17^  1836, 

Sir:  You  will  receive  inclosed  the  copy  of  an  account  presented  to 
Daniel  Brent,  esq.,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  by  M.  Cas- 
taignet,  a  French  attorney,  of  certain  fee^  charged  by  him  for  services 
rendered  in  relation  to  the  effects  of  Mr.  James  Henry  Dickinson, 
deceased,  alias  de  la  Batut,  alias  Hungerford,  nephew  of  the  late  James 
Smithson,  of  London.  Copies  of  Mr.  Brent's  letters  of  23d  October, 
1835,  and  14th  August,  1836,  explanatory  of  the  subject,  are  also  sent. 
As  the  whoh^  amount  of  the  fund  appropriated  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  1st  July,  1830,  for  defraying  the  expenses  incident  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  Smithsonian  bequest  are 
in  your  hands,  and  as  the  bill,  if  correct,  is  properly  chargeable  to 
that  fund,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  examine  this 
account;  and  if  you  shall  deem  it  just,  and  the  amount  reasonable, 
transmit  to  Mr.  Brent  the  sum  necessary  to  discharge  the  claim. 

It  may  be  proper  also  to  allow  to  Mr.  Delagrange,  the  attorney 

consulted  in  this  case  bv  Mr.  Brent,  a  fee  for  his  advice.     You  will 

perceive,  however,  that,  before  such  an  allowance  can  be  made,  it  will 

be  requisite  to  obtain  from  the  latter  precise  information  as  to  the 

amount  of  the  charge. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 
Richard  Rush,  Esq.,  London. 
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Ricluird  Iiu4fh  to  John  F(yri<yth. 

London,  Novemher  2^,  1SS6. 

Sir:  After  my  letter  to  you  of  the  24th  of  September,  desirous  as  I 
felt  of  falling  upon  some  mode  by  which  the  United  States  might  get 
possession  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  without  the  delays  and  diffi- 
culties apt  to  attend  upon  suits  in  chancery,  prosecuted  in  the  ordinary 
form,  I  found  myself  unable  to  do  so.  At  one  time  it  occurred  to  me, 
considering  the  peculiar  nature  and  national  aspect  of  the  case,  that 
perhaps  an  indirect  appeal  to  the  British  Government,  through  the 
channel  of  our  niinister,  might  be  justiiied;  not,  indeed,  that  an  influ- 
ence was  to  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  judicial  tribunals  in  any 
objectionai)le  sense,  but  simply  w^ith  a  view  to  obtain  some  expression 
or  intimation  of  its  favorable  dispositions  towards  the  trust  I  bear  from 
the  President,  as  far  as  the  laws  of  England  might  be  in  unison  with 
it.  But  oi)stacles  presented  themselves  to  the  actual  pursuit  of  such  a 
course,  although  I  knew  how  ready  Mr.  Stevenson  would  have  been  to 
second  it  as  far  as  in  his  power,  that  led  me  to  turn  from  it,  at  least  as 
an  incipient  step;  without,  however,  losing  sight  of  it,  if  it  may  seem 
practicable  and  advisable  at  any  subsequent  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

That  course  no  longer  looked  to,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  first  step, 
on  my  part,  had  better  ))e  to  di*aw^  up  a  statement  of  the  case  for  the 
opinion  of  counsel,  submitting  to  them,  as  one  of  the  questions, 
whether  possession  of  the  fund  might  not  be  obtained  without  a  suit. 
The  solicitors,  I  was  aware,  had  said  that  it  could  not;  but,  on  a  pre- 
liminary point  so  important,  I  did  not  think  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
rest  on  them  alone,  but  take  the  opinion  of  eminent  counsel.  On  the 
1st  of  October,  I  accordingly  drew  up  a  statement  of  the  case,  setting 
out  a  copy  of  the  whole  will,  as  obtained  for  my  use  from  the  registry 
of  the  prerogative  court  of  Canterbury,  adding  the  facts  necessary  to 
show  what  was  believed  to  be  the  present  right  of  the  United  States  to 
the  legacy,  and  my  authority  to  receive  it  on  their  behalf.  A  copy  of 
the  statement  is  inclosed  marked  ''A." 

The  next  step  was  to  select  the  counsel.  Here  little  deliberation  was 
requisite,  it  teing  only  necessary  to  ascertain  the  most  eminent.  I 
thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  consult  two.  I  found  it  pretty  gen- 
erally agreed  that  Mr.  Pemberton  was  at  the  head  of  the  chancery  bar, 
and  therefore  designated  him  as  one.  Mr.  Jacob  being  in  the  first  class 
of  eminence,  next  to  Mr.  Pem})erton,  and  of  high  reputation  for  learn- 
ing in  the  profession,  I  took  him  as  the  other.  Although  using  all  the 
means  I  could  to  get  their  opinion,  after  drawing  up  the  case,  it  was 
not  until  the  8th  of  this  month  that  I  succeeded;  which  was  owing  to 
the  absentee  of  Mr.  Pembeilon  from  town  nearlv  the  whole  of  October. 
I  had  an  inten'iew  with  them  before  their  opinion  was  given,  and  set 
before  them  all  the  lights  I  was  able  to  afford  on  the  nature  of  the  case, 
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and  wisben  of  the  President  for  it8  early  decision.     Their  opinion  is 
subjoined  to  the  statement  inclosed. 
,  It  will  be  seen  that  they  regard  a  suit  as  indispensable. 

Next,  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding.  It  appears  that  they  think  a 
bill  should  be  filed,  in  the  name  of  the  President,  against  the  testator's 
executors,  praying  that  the  United  States  may  be  declared  entitled  to 
the  fund,  and  that,  on  obtaining  a  decree  to  that  effect,  a  petition 
should  be  presented  for  the  actual  payment  of  the  money.  They  add 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  the  Attorney-General  a  party  to 
the  proceedings,  in  case  the  Crown  should  have  any  claim  under  the 
will,  by  reason  of  ''  the  limitation  to  the  United  States,  after  a  limita- 
tion to  iUegitimate  children,"  or  in  case  any  part  of  the  property 
should  consist  of  interest  in  land.  The  opinion  is  dated  on  the 
2d  instant,  but  I  did  not  receive  it  until  the  8th,  as  mentioned. 

Although  I  drew  up  the  case,  the  usages  of  the  profession  here 
required  that  it  should  pass  to  the  counsel,  through  the  hands  of  the 
solicitors,  to  which  I  made  no  objections;  the  less,  as  the  latter  claim, 
under  all  conmion  circumstances,  to  state  the  case  themselves,  as  well 
as  hold  interviews  with  the  counsel,  instead  of  the  party  holding 
them.  The  same  usages  and  subdivisions  require  that  a  junior  coun- 
sel of  the  chancery  bar  should  ♦  ♦  ♦  draw  the  bill  suggested  by 
the  senior  counsel,  to  which  I  have,  in  like  manner,  consented;  and 
Mr.  Shadwell,  a  son  of  the  vice-chancellor,  has  been  designated  for 
that  duty,  under  assurances  I  have  had  that  he  will  perform  it  satis- 
factorily, and  with  an  understanding,  moreover,  that  the  bill  is  to 
have  the  revision  and  sanction  of  the  senior  counsel  before  it  is  filed. 
The  whole  course  of  proceeding  may  now  therefore  .be  considered  as 
in  regular  train,  and  shall  be  followed  up  with  all  the  dispatch  and 
care  which  my  superintendence  can  impart  to  it. 

Should  the  intervals  between  mv  letters  be  longer  than  might  at 
first  seem  compatible  with  my  desire  and  duty  to  keep  you  informed 
of  what  is  going  on,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  inferred  that  there  are  relax- 
ations in  either;  since  it  is  very  likely  to  happen,  as  has  been  the  case 
since  the  date  of  my  last  letter,  that  whilst  I  am  doing  all  in  my  power 
to  expedite  arrangements  and  results,  nothing  may  transpire  to  lay  a 
basis  for  written  communications  in  any  degree  definite  or  satisfactory. 
Legal  proceedings,  in  general,  imply  these  intervals  of  apparent  inac- 
tion, and  a  suit  in  chancery  in  England  is  not  likely  to  form  the  excep- 
tion. When  occasions  of  writing  to  you  may  arise,  the  duty  shall 
never  be  omitted. 

This  letter  would  have  been  written  immediately  after  I  received 
the  opinion,  but  that  I  wished  some  explanations,  as  it  was  not  argu- 
mentative, a  form  which  counsel  here  do  not  give  to  opinions.  It 
being  recommended  that  the  bill  should  be  in  the  name  of  the  Presi- 
dent, I  deemed  it  right  to  mention  that  there  was  a  pqssibility  in  law 
H.  Doc.  732 2 
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of  a  teiiiporarv  vacuum  occurring  in  the  Executive  i)ower  under  our 
Constitution,  in  order  that  they  might  judge  how  far  that  considera- 
tion would  affect  the  name  or  style  to  be  used  in  ]>ringing  the  suit. 
As  they  further  advise  that  the  Attorney-General  be  made  a  party,  I 
wished  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  I  might,  what  weight  they  attached  to 
the  point  that  seemed  the  main  inducement  to  that  cxmrse,  as  well  as 
the  reason  for  suggesting  it  in  advance.  I  doubted  not  their  good 
reason  for  such  a  course,  but  thought  it  desirable  to  learn  it  from 
themselves,  that  I  might  impart  it  from  that  source  for  the  President's 
information. 

They  have  informed  me  that  the  legal  possibility  to  which  1  drew 
their  attention  under  our  Constitution  does  not  alter  their  opinion  as 
to  the  name  proper  to  be  used  in  bringing  the  suit,  and  they  do  not 
think  it  would  answer  to  bring  it  in  the  name  of  the  United  States 
alone,  whatever  the  provisions  of  our  Constitution  under  this  head. 
I,  of  course,  put  before  them  the  acrt  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  July, 
1836,  which  authorizes  the  suit.  As  to  the  point  of  law,  whether  a 
bequest  can  be  sustained  after  a  limitation  to  illegitimate  children, 
they  replied  that  they  do  not  at  present  attach  any  decisive,  perhaps 
any  great  weight  to  it,  but  think  it  one  that  may  be  made;  and  as  to 
its  suggestion  in  advance,  they  suppose  that  the  United  States  would 
not  desire  to  take  the  Ix^quest  through  any  oversight  in  the  court  or 
Attorney -Genei*al,  admitting  either  to  be  possible  in  a  case  of  this  pub- 
licity, but  only  if  the  laws  of  England  would  warrant  in  all  respects 
an  adjudication  in  their  favor — a  sentiment  in  which  I  natui-ally  and 
full}'  concurred. 

I  was  not  able  to  command  an  interview  with  the  counsel  for  the  sake 
of  the^e  explanations  until  yesterday,  owing  to  their  constant  engage- 
ments, although  I  sought  it  repeatedly  since  the  8th  of  the  month,  hy 
personal  calls  as  well  as  notes  desiring  to  have  a  time  fixed. 

If  there  have  been  these  delays  that  I  have  been  unable  to  prevent,  I 
am  glad  to  add  that  no  time  has  been  Jost  in  reference  to  the  Novem- 
ber tenn  of  the  c^ourt,  the  first  that  has  been  held  since  I  ct^me  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Foksyth, 

^tcrt'fanj  of  State, 


Richurd  Rmh  to  Join)  Fomjth, 

London,  Di(k^al}er  20,  1836. 
Siu:  I  was  v<\sterdav  honored  with  vour  letter  of  the  17th  of  No- 
vember,  inclosing  the  account  forwarded  to  the   Department  hy  the 
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• 

consul  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  of  M.  Castaignet,  a  French  attorney, 
for  certain  fees  charged  by  him  for  services  rendered  in  relation  to 
the  effects  of  Mr.  James  Henry  Dickinson,  deceased,  alias  de  la  Batut, 
alias  Hungerford,  nephew  of  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  London,  and 
requesting  that  I  will  examine  it  with  a  view  to  its  payment  out  of  the 
Smithsonian  fund  in  my  hands,  if  deemed  just,  and  the  amount  rea.son- 
able;  and  mentioning  also  that  it  may  be  proper  to  allow  Mr.  Dela- 
grange,  the  attorney  consulted  by  Mr.  Brent,  a  fee,  after  obtaining 
from  the  latter  precise  information  as  to  the  amount  of  the  charge. 
Copies  of  Mr.  Brent's  explanatory  letters  of  the  23d  of  October,  1835, 
and  14th  of  August,  1836,  also  came  inclosed  in  your  letter,  and  I  beg 
leavQ  to  say  that  the  whole  subject  shall  have  from  me  full  attention. 

The  Smithsonian  case  continues  in  proper  train  here  with  every 
advantage  I  have  found  myself  yet  able  to  give  it,  according  to  the 
statement  and  explanations  transmitted  with  my  No.  4;  but  it  has  not 
yet  come  to  its  first  hearing  before  the  court  of  chancery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 

servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forotth, 

Secretary  of  Stat<\ 


Richard  Riinh  to  John  For»yth. 

London,  January  P,  1837, 

I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  17th  November,  inclosing  the  ac^count  of  Mr.  Castaignet, 
the  French  attorney,  for  ceilain  services  in  relation  to  the  effects  of 
Henry  James  Dickinson,  deceased,  alias  de  la  Batut,  alias  Hungerford. 

I  have  given  to  this  subject  the  proper  attention,  and,  for  the  better 
understanding  of  it,  now  beg  leave  to  state; 

That  Henry  Jame^  Hungerford  was  the  natural  son  of  Henry  Louis 
Dickinson,  deceased,  brother  of  Mr.  Smithson,  by  a  Mrs.  Coates.  The 
latter  is  still  living  and  married  to  a  Frenchman  named  de  la  Batut. 
Hungerford  lived  with  her  and  took  her  name,  whilst  bearing  which 
he  died,  having  also  passed  under  that  of  Dickinson.  It  is  understood 
that,  as  long  as  he  lived,  he  made  her  an  ample  allowance;  but  his 
death  put  an  end  to  it,  and,  as  far  as  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson  is  con- 
cerned (the  will  which  creates  a  right  in  the  United  States),  she  can  claim 
nothing.     This  I  understand  to  be  agreed  by  counsel  on  all  hands  here. 

Her  claim,  if  she  has  any,  is  under  the  will  of  Henry  Louis  Dickin- 
son, made  at  Paris  July,  1819,  by  which  he  left  all  his  property  to  his 
brother,  Smithson,  in  trust  for  his  (Dickinson's)  son  Hungerford,  alias 
Dickinson,  alias  la  Batut.  Half  the  income  of  it,  however,  was  to  go 
to  this  Mrs.  Coates,  alias  Madame  la  Batut,  during  her  life. 
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But  whether  the  property  which  Dickinson  thus  left,  and  which  is 
supposed  to  be  the  fund  which  Mr.  Brent  naturally  desired,  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  French  attorneys,  to  secure  for  the  United 
States  in  Paris,  now  constitutes  any  part  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  in 
the  English  court  of  chancery  and  awaiting  its  decision,  or  whether 
the  former  fund  has  not  all  been  dissipated,  and  if  so,  how  much  of  it 
got  into  the  hands  of  Madame  la  Batut,  and  has  already,  principal  as 
well  as  income,  been  applied  to  her  use  and  benefit,  are,  I  understand, 
points  still  unsettled. 

I  made  a  first  mention  of  this  la  Batut  claim  in  my  No.  4  in  Septem- 
ber. Under  the  facts  presented  by  this  further  explanation  it  does 
not  clearly  seem  that  the  account  of  the  French  attorney,  M.  Castaig- 
net,  or  the  fee  to  M.  Delagrange  can,  for  the  present,  be  a  charge  upon 
the  Smithsonian  fund  in  my  hands.  Perhaps  it  may  be  a  question  how 
far  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  July,  1836,  creating  and  appro- 
priating that  fund,  will  sustain  any  charge  upon  it  other  than  for 
expenses  in  prosecuting  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest  before  the  tribunals  here  in  England,  where  alone,  by 
what  I  now  communicate,  it  may  turn  out  that  the  entire  fund 
bequeathed  by  Mr.  Smithson  exists.  In  weighing  all  the  circum- 
stances, I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  at  all  events,  not  to  pay  the 
above  account  or  fee  until  the  issue  of  the  proceedings  in  chancery  on 
the  whole  case  here  is  known;  unless,  after  this  communication,  I 
should  receive  your  instructions  to  the  contrary.  We  must  hope  that 
the  bequest  of  Mr.  Smithson  will  ultimately  be  adjudged  to  the  United 
States;  but  there  is  a  complication  of  illegitimacy  in  the  matter,  and 
we  dare  not  with  confidence  affirm  that  the  decision  will  be  favorable 
prior  to  its  taking  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 

servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Richard  Rw<h  to  John  Fon^yth. 

London,  F^ruary  ^,  18S7. 

Sir:  The  Smithsonian  case  was  brought  to  a  first  hearing  in  the 
court  of  chancery  yesterday,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  be  able  to 
say  that  results,  so  far,  are  favorable  to  the  establishment  of  the  claim 
of  the  United  States. 

The  hearing  was  before  Lord  Langdale,  master  of  the  rolls;  this 
court  and  the  court  of  the  vice-chancellor  l>eing  the  two  branches  of 
the  English  chancery  system,  before  which  suib*  are  l)r()ujrht  in  the 
first  instance. 

The  bill  was  in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
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America  agfainst  Drummond,  as  recommended  by  counsel,  in  their 
opinion  transmitted  with  my  letter  No.  4,  of  the  22d  of  November. 
The  case  was  fully  opened,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr. 
Pemberton. 

The  attorney -general  was  not  personally  present  in  court;  but  Mr. 
VVi-ay,  a  member  of  the  bar  and  King's  counsel,  acted  as  his  represent- 
ative on  the  occasion.  I  am  glad  to  state  that  he  abandoned,  in  effect, 
all  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Crown.  No  question,  therefore,  will 
be  raised  as  to  whether  a  bequest  can  be  sustained  after  a  limitation  to 
illegitimate  children;  or  any  other  obstacle  interposed  under  the  doc- 
trine of  escheats,  or  any  other,  by  the  legal  representatives  of  the 
Crown.  These  officers,  I  am  given  to  understand,  have  had  the  whole 
case  under  consideration,  and  will  do  nothing  more  than  exercise  that 
general  superintendence  which  the  Crown,  through  its  law  officers,  is 
bound  to  exercise  where  questions  may  arise  connected  with  public 
charities,  the  rules  respecting  which  are  considered  applicable  to  this 
case. 

The  court,  after  the  hearing,  decreed  that  the  case  be  referred  to 
one  of  the  masters  in  chancery,  the  proper  officer  for  the  duty,  to 
make  the  requisite  inquiries  as  to  the  facts  on  the  happening  of  which 
the  United  States  becomes  entitled  to  the  fund  bequeathed  by  Mr. 
Smithson.  The  claim  of  Madame  la  Batut  having  been  brought  before 
the  court  by  counsel  representing  it,  his  lordship  also  decreed  that  the 
validity  of  that  claim  be  inquired  into,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  if  it  be 
a  proper  charge  upon  the  fund. 

The  inquiries  will  be  proceeded  with  in  the  usual  and  regular  man- 
ner, and  with  all  the  expedition  that  my  superintendence  can  impart 
to  them.  When  brought  to  a  close,  the  cause  will  come  on  for  the 
further  order  and  decree  of  the  court. 

Having  heretofore  mentioned,  and  in  my  last  letter  explained 
more  particularly,  the  claim  of  Madame  la  Batut,  I  need  say  no  more 
about  it  at  present.  It  extends  only  to  an  annuity  of  about  £100,  pay- 
able during  her  life;  so  that,  even  if  sustained,  it  will  form,  in  the 
end,  no  material  deduction  from  the  fund.  But  I  have  of  course 
directed  that  it  be  properly  scrutinized,  in  order  that  nothing  be  taken 
from  the  United  States  to  which  they  are  rightfully  entitled. 

Counsel  also  appeared  for  Messrs.  Drummond,  and  made  a  little 
show  of  opposition;  but  as  their  clients  are,  in  fact,  nothing  more  than 
stakeholders,  they  will  offer,  in  the  further  progress  of  the  case,  as  I 
have  reason  to  believe,  no  serious  opposition.  They  said  on  this  occa- 
sion that  the  bill,  in  giving  title  to  the  suit,  ought  to  have  named  Gen- 
eral Jackson  as  President;  on  which  Mr.  Pemberton  remarked  that 
in  that  case  it  must  have  been  amended  on  the  4th  of  March,  by  sub- 
stituting the  name  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  On  the  other  hand,  the  King's 
representative,  Mr.  Wray,  expressed  his  concurrence  with  Mr.  Pem- 
berton, that  the  title  of  the  suit  was  good  as  it  stood. 
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Our  professional  advisers  thought  that  the  President  ought  to  be 
named,  as  in  the  title,  with  a  view  to  a  technical  responsibility  on  the 
record  for  costs,  although  no  such  question  of  fact  would  arise  in  this 
caije,  and  because  he  was  otherwise  the  organ  of  intercourse  and  busi- 
ness between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations.  I  told  them 
that  his  name  was  not  thus  introduced  in  suits  in  the  United  States; 
but  they  had  before  them  the  act  of  Congre^ss  of  July  .1,  1836,  direct- 
ing that  this  suit  might  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  United  States, 
"or  otherwise,  as  may  be  advisable,"  and  formed  their  opinion  accord- 
ingly. 

The  master  of  the  rolls,  not  having  then  seen  the  act  of  Congress, 
intimated  his  impression  to  be  that  the  suit  should  follow  in  this  respect 
the  forms  in  the  United  States,  adding  that  he  considered  this  part 
of  the  case  as  nothing  but  matter  of  form,  and  would  give  leave  to 
amend  forthwith,  if  necessary;  so  that  the  point  is  of  no  consequence. 

I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying,  from  all  that  is  known  at  present, 
that  the  case  is  in  a  safe  train  in  all  respects,  with  every  promise  of  a 
successful  issue.  Reports  of  what  took  place  in  court  have  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  here,  but  are  not  to  be  relied  upon,  as  I  am  enabled 
to  say,  my  duty  having  made  it  proper  that  I  should  myself  be  present 
in  court  all  the  while. 

In  my  letter  of  the  22d  of  November  it  is  intimated  that  I  might, 
perhaps,  at  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  case,  have  deemed  some  appeal 
to  this  Government  advisable  in  relation  to  it.  The  contingency  I  had 
in  view  was  that  of  the  attorney -general  interposing  a  claim  for  the 
Crown,  under  the  law  of  escheats.  In  that  event  I  had  contemplated 
drawing  up  a  counter  representation  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
founded  on  the  public  objects  of  Mr.  Smithson's  will,  to  be  brought  to 
the  notice  of  this  Government,  through  the  channel  of  our  minister. 
All  necessity  for  acting  upon  this  intention  is  now  at  an  end,  by  the 
course  which  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  pursued;  and  I  can 
discern  no  other  ground  for  an  application  to  this  Government.  Nor, 
I  am  happ3'  to  add,  does  any  such  application  appear  at  present  to  be 
needed,  either  for  the  purpose  of  justice  or  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 

serv^ant, 

KiGUARD  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Richard  Rush  t^)  John  Forsyth, 

LoNrx)N,  Fi^ruary  10^  1837, 
Sir:  After  what  I  communicated  in  my  last  letter,  it  is  proper  for 
me  to  state  that  the  court  finally  determined,  >)efore  the  minutes  of  its 
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proceedings  on  the  Ist  instant  were  made  up,  that  the  title  of  the  suit, 
BS  originally  advised  by  our  counsel,  was  the  proper  title,  viz:  ''  The 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America  vermis  Drummond."  It 
therefore  stands  so  without  alteration. 

It  will  have  been  observed  from  my  last  that  the  court  had  not  seen 
the  act  of  Congress  in  the  proceedings  of  record  up  to  the  1st  instant. 
The  reason  it  did  not  then  appear  on  the  face  of  the  bill  will  be  found 
in  the  nature  of  the  counsel's  opinion.  I  put  a  copy  of  the  act  into 
their  hands,  as  a  necessary  accompaniment  to  my  statement  of  the  case 
drawn  up  for  their  consideration.  On  referring  to  their  opinion, 
transmitted  with  my  No.  4,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  recommend  that 
a  bill  be  first  filed,  praying  that  the  United  States  might  *'  be  declared 
entitled  to  the  fund,  upon  trust,  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the 
will;"  and,  next,  that  when  a  decree  to  that  effect  was  obtained,  a 
petition  should  be  presented,  in  the  name  of  the  President  and  the 
agent,  praying  that  the  fund  be  transferred  to  the  latter,  as  authorized 
by  the  President  under  the  act  of  Congress  to  receive  it.  The  counsel 
thought  that  the  proper  time  for  setting  forth  the  act  would  have 
arrived  when  the  petition  was  presented,  and  not  before;  but  the  court, 
under  its  first  impression,  inclining  to  think  it  ought  to  be  added  to 
the  bill,  gave  leave  to  make  the  addition  forthwith,  and  it  was  done 
accordingly.  The  case  therefore  now  stands,  on  all  points,  as  could 
be  desired,  without  any  delay  having  intervened  through  matters  of 
form.  Our  professional  advisers  are  disposed  to  regard  this  with 
satisfaction,  considering  the  case  as  one  of  the  first  impression  here, 
the  United  States  having  never  before  appeared  as  suitor  in  an  English 
court. 

Having  selected  counsel  of  distinguished  character  and  abilities  in 
the  court  of  chancery  to  conduct  the  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  I  feel  that  it  is  not  my  province  to  guide  but  to  follow 
their  opinions  in  matters  of  English  law  and  practice.  Yet  I  feel  it  a 
duty  to  understand  theirs,  and  offer  mine  to  their  consideration  when- 
ever there  may  seem  any  likelihood  of  its  being  serviceable  to  the 
claim  of  the  United  States,  and  will  frankly  own  that  I  saw  no  objec- 
tion to  their  withholding  the  act  of  Congress  from  the  record  until 
actual  payment  of  the  fund  was  asked  of  the  court,  who  have  the  pres- 
ent custody  of  it.  The  United  States,  it  is  true,  had  never  before  sued 
in  an  English  court.  But  there  were  precedents  of  other  nations  hav- 
ing done  so  by  their  executive  head,  as,  for  example,  the  King  of 
France,  the  King  of  Denmark,  and,  I  believe,  other  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent States.  It  was  not  understood  that  any  legislative  act  of  those 
countries  had  been  considered  necessary,  and  was  therefore  inferred 
that  the  United  States  might  in  like  manner  enter  the  courts  here,  as 
of  common  usage,  to  establish  the  validity  of  a  testamentary  bequest 
made  to  them  by  a  subject  of  Britain.     The  act  of  Congress  may  have 
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been  necessary,  quoad  the  United  States  themselves.  The  bequest,  it 
may  be,  could  not  have  been  accepted  otherwise,  or  a  suit  been  brought 
on  their  behalf;  but  no  act  of  Congress  was  required  for  such  ends 
before  an  English  court.  The  will  itself,  showing  a  prima  facie  right 
in  the  United  States,  was  enough  to  open  an  English  court  to  their 
suit,  and  perhaps  their  dignity  would  best  be  consulted  by  not  exhib- 
iting the  special  act  until  indispensably  necessary.  The  validity  of 
the  bequest  being  established  on  general  grounds  by  a  decre>e  of  the 
court,  then,  before  payment  could  have  been  made  to  anyone  demand- 
ing possession  of  the  fund  for  the  United  States,  adequate  authority 
from  the  proper  source  there  must  be  shown;  and  at  this  epoch  the 
act  must  have  been  filed,  as  well  as  the  agent's  power.  This  was  the 
reasoning  of  our  counsel,  as  I  understood  it.  It  appeared  to  me  good, 
as  did  their  reasons  for  bringing  the  suit  by  its  present  title.  How 
far  the  master  of  the  rolls  might  have  dispensed  with  the  filing  of  the 
act  of  Congress  until  the  time  indicated  by  our  counsel  as  that  alone 
when  it  was  necessary,  had  the  latter  pressed  the  point  to  an  argument, 
is  not  for  me  to  say.  They  yielded  to  his  lordship's  first  impression, 
and  filed  it  at  once,  as  it  caused  no  delay,  and  must  have  been  done 
under  their  own  intentions  at  a  future  day,  if  a  favorable  decree  be 
obtained  on  the  main  question,  now  so  reasonably  to  be  anticipated. 
1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 

servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

/Secret-firy  of  State. 
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Rwhird  R^juih  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  March  25,  1837. 

Sir:  In  my  No.  7 1  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  court,  after 
the  hearing  on  the  Ist  of  February,  decreed  that  the  case  be  referred 
to  a  master  in  chancery,  to  make  the  requisite  inquiries  as  to  the  facts, 
on  the  happening  of  which  the  United  States  became  entitled  to  the 
fund  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Smithson. 

The  facts  specially  directed  to  be  inquired  into,  and  which  must  be 
judicially  and  technically  settled,  are,  first,  whether  Henry  James 
Hungerford,  named  in  the  pleadings,  be  living  or  dead;  second,  if 
dead,  when  he  died;  third,  whether  he  was  married  or  unmarried  at 
the  time  of  his  death;  fourth,  if  married,  whether  he  left  any  and  what 
children  and  child,  and  the  age  or  ages  of  them,  if  any.  It  is  further 
to  be  ascertained  whether  John  Fitall,  mentioned  in  the  pleadings,  be 
living  or  dead,  and,  if  dead,  when  he  died;  and  the  said  master  is  finally 
to  inquire  whether  Madame  de  la  Batut  has  any  claim  on  the  testator's 
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estate,  and  to  make  report  on  all  the  several  matters  so  referred  to 
him. 

These  inquiries  are  now  all  duly  and  regularly  in  progress.  Adver- 
tisements, of  which  I  annex  copies,  designed  as  one  means  of  obtaining 
information  under  the  four  heads  first  specified,  and  the  last,  have  been 
inserted  in  three  of  the  London  newspapers  of  the  present  month,  viz: 
The  Times,  Morning  Herald,  and  Standard.  Copies  of  them,  trans- 
lated into  French  and  Italian,  have  also  been  inserted  in  newspapers 
at  Paris  and  Port  Louis,  in  France;  the  latter  being  the  place  where 
Madame  de  la  Batut  resides;  and  at  Leghorn,  in  Italy,  it  being  under- 
stood that  there  is  no  newspaper  published  at  Pisa,  where  it  is  believed 
Hungerford  died. 

It  was  by  my  direction  that  the  advertisements  have  been  framed 
with  all  the  brevity  compatible  with  the  essential  object  of  the  court's 
decree.  I  have  caused  to  be  carefully  kept  from  them  any  mention  of 
the  amount  of  property  bequeathed,  and  everything  else  respecting 
the  nature  of  Mr.  Smithson's  will.  This  course  seems  best  adapted  to 
guard  against  the  risk  of  raising  up  spurious  claimants  or  combina- 
tions in  France,  Italy,  or  this  country  to  battle  with  the  right  of  the 
United  States,  whereby,  although  their  ultimate  recovery  of  the  fund 
might  not  b**  prevented,  great  delays  might  be  interposed. 

Whether  John  Fitall  be  living  or  dead,  the  remaining  branch  of 
inquiiy,  is  a  fact  to  be  ascertained  without  difficulty  here  in  London. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

Richard  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretm^y  of  State. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

(1) 

Whereas  by  a  Decree  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  in  England,  made  in  a  cause 
wherein  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  is  plaintiff  and  Charies  Drum- 
mond  and  His  Majesty's  Attorney-General  are  defendants,  it  is  amongst  other 
things  referred  to  Nassau  William  Senior,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said  Court, 
to  inquire  and  state  to  the  Court  whether  Henry  James  Hungerford  (who  formerly 
resided  at  Paris,  in  the  Kingdom  of  France,  and  is  alleged  to  have  died  at  Pisa,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Naples,' in  the  month  of  June,  1835),  is  living  or  dead,  and  if  dead  when 
he  died,  and  whether  he  was  married  or  unmarried  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  and 
if  married  whether  he  left  any  and  what  children  or  child  him  surviving,  and  the 
ages  of  such  children,  if  more  than  one:  therefore,  any  person  who  can  give  informa- 
tion touching  the  said  Henry  James  Hungerford  is  requested,  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  June  next,  to  furnish  the  same  to  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore,  and  Fladgate,  43 
Craven  street.  Strand,  London. 
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Whereas,  by  a  Decree  of  tho  High  Court  of  (.'liancury  in  England,  made  in  a  cer- 
tain cause  wherein  the  President  of  the  TJnite<i  States  of  America  is  plaintiff  and 
Charles  Drummond  and  His  Majesty* s  Attorney-General  are  defendants,  it  is  amongst 
other  thin}^  referred  to  Nassau  William  Senior,  esq.,  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said 
Court,  to  inquire  and  state  to  the  Court  whether  Madame  de  la  Batit,  who  lately 
resided  at  Port  Louis,  in  the  kingdom  of  France,  has  any  claim  on  the  estate  of 
James  Smithson  (who  died  at  Genoa,  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  in  the  year  1829), 
the  testator  in  the  pleadings  of  the  said  cause  named:  therefore,  the  said  Madame  de 
la  Batut  is,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May  next,  to  come  in  before  the  said  Master, 
at  his  chambers  in  Southampton  buildings.  Chancery  lane,  London,  and  make  out 
her  claim  on  the  estate  of  the  said  testator,  James  Smithson;  or,  in  default  thereof, 
she  will  be  excluded  the  benefit  of  the  said  decree. 


Richard  RumK  to  John  F'orHyfh, 

London,  April,  28,  1837. 

Sm:  In  inclosing  a  duplicate  of  my  last  letter  (sent  with  the  origi- 
nal of  this),  I  have  to  supply  an  omission  in  not  stating  that  the 
advertisements  were  inserted  in  the  London  Gazette,  in  addition  to 
the  other  London  newspapers  mentioned.  It  is  the  more  necessary  I 
should  state  this,  as  when  the  bills  for  legal  disbursements  are  all 
finally  rendered  it  will  be  seen  that  the  item  for  advertising  in  this 
country  forms  no  inconsiderable  one.  It  was  my  wish  to  avoid  these 
advertisements  altogether,  not  simply  on  account  of  expense,  which 
would  have  been  a  good  reason  of  itself,  but  for  the  more  important 
one  hinted  in  my  last,  viz,  their  possible  tendency  to  raise  up  ficti- 
tious claimants;  but  my  wish  could  not  prevail  against  the  express 
order  of  the  court  of  chancery  under  which  they  were  inserted. 

In  regard  to  the  legal  expenses,  generally,  of  this  agency,  I  will 
take  this  occ^ision  of  barely  remarking,  that  whilst  I  have  kept  a  con- 
stant watch  over  them  all,  endeavoring  to  confine  them  within  limits 
as  moderate  as  possible,  they  are  proverbially  heavy  in  English  chan- 
cery proceedings.  It  seems  that  something  is  to  l>e  paid  for  cveiy 
step  taken,  every  line  written,  and  almost  every  word  spoken  ])y 
counsel,  senior  and  junior,  solicitors,  clerks,  and  everybody  connected 
with  the  couils,  and  officers  attached  to  them,  under  the  extremely 
artificial  and  complicated  judiciaiy  systems  that  exist  here. 

Perhaps  I  ought  also  to  have  mentioned  in  my  last  that  there  is  no 
doubt  whatever  of  the  fact  of  John  Fitall's  death.  It-only  remains  for 
the  court  to  know  it  through  regular  evidence,  easily  attainable,  as 
before  remarked,  in  London,  where  he  died. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

RiciiARD  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

HecreUiry  of  SUtU. 
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Daniel  Brent  P>  Riehard  Riuih, 

United  States  Consulate, 

Pam,  May  3,  1837. 
Sir:  On  the  7th  of  August  last  I  made  known  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  State  the  amount  of  expenses  that  had  been  incurred  by  me  in  this 
city  in  taking  precautionary  steps  to  secure  to  the  United  States,  as 
legatee  of  James  Smithson,  of  London,  the  possession  of  property 
then  supposed  to  constitute  a  portion  of  his  estate,  and  now  have  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  recently 
received  from  the  Department,  receipts  for  the  amount  of  these 
expenses,  as  follows,  viz: 

Francs. 

Receipts  of  the  M.  Castaignet  for  his  services 226. 25 

Do.      avocat,  M.  Delagrange  for  his  services 40.00 

My  own  receipt  for  postages 6.00 

Total 372.26 

I  would  feel  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  pro- 
vide, at  as  early  a  day  as  may  suit  your  convenience,  for  my  reim- 
bursement, by  furnishing  me  with  a  bill  on  Paris  for  their  amount; 
and,  in  the  meantime,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

Daniel  Brent. 
Richard  Rush,  etc.,  London. 


liwhard  liu^h  to  Daniel  Brent. 

London,  Portland  Hotel, 
&reat  Portland  St/reet^  May  10^  1837. 

Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  transmitting  receipts 
for  suras  expended  by  you  in  Paris,  amounting  to  272.25  francs  for 
precautionary  steps  taken  on  your  part  to  secure  possession  of  prop- 
erty then  supposed  to  constitute  a  portion  of  the  property  bequeathed 
to  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Smithson.  You  state  that  you  transmit 
these  receipts  to  me  in  consequence  of  a  letter  recently  received  from 
the  Department  of  State,  and  request  I  will  provide  for  your  reim- 
bursement by  a  bill  on  Paris  for  the  amount. 

I  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  December  last  copies  of 
the  same  account,  with  a  request  that  I  would  examine  it  and  if  I 
deemed  it  just  and  the  amount  reasonable  transmit  to  you  the  sum 
necessary  to  discharge  it,  his  letter  remarking  that  the  account,  if  cor- 
rect, was  properly  chargeable  on  the  Smithsonian  fimd  in  my  hands, 
created  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  1, 1836,  for  defraying  expenses 
incidental  to  the  prosecution  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the 
bequest  of  Mr.  Smithson. 
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In  reply,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  Secretary,  by  letter  dated 
the  9th  of  Januaiy,  that  it  was  still  a  point  unsettled  whether  the 
property  which,  with  a  commendable  zeal,  you  had  aimed  at  securing 
for  the  United  States,  now  constituted  any  part  of  the  Smithsonian 
fund  in  the  English  court  of  chancery,  awaiting  it»  de<;ision;  that  noth- 
ing had  yet  been  adjudged  to  the  United  States;  that  perhaps  it  might 
be  doubtful,  under  the^se  and  other  circumstances  I  stated,  all  of  which 
could  not  have  been  known  when  the  Secretary's  letter  to  me  was  writ- 
ten,  how  far  the  act  of  July  the  1st  would  sustain  the  charge  in  ques- 
tion; and  that  at  all  events  I  had  come  to  the  conclusion  not  to  pay  the 
account  until  the  issue  of  the  proceedings  in  chancery  on  the  whole 
case  here  was  known,  unless  I  should  receive  the  Secretary's  instruc- 
tions to  pay  it,  after  what  I  thus  wrote. 

I  have  received  none;  and  unless  the  letter  from  the  Secretary, 
which  you  have  received,  were  written  after  the  receipt  of  mine  of  the 
9th  of  January,  and  contains  an  express  direction  to  me  to  pay,  I 
should  not  feel  at  liberty  to  do  so;  the  less,  as  everything  remains 
undecided  here,  and  a  new  fact  is  interposed.  Congress  at  the  late 
session  omitted  to  make  any  further  appropriation  for  the  full  prose- 
cution and  recovery  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest;  and  it  is  certain,  in 
my  belief,  that  the  sum  allotted  by  the  act  of  July  1,  1836,  will  be 
exhausted  by  the  unavoidable  expenses  in  London  before  any  new 
appropriation  can  cx)me  from  the  next  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Daniel  Brent,  Esq., 

Canmd  of  the  United  Stut-es^  ParU, 


Richard  Rtwh  to  John  Forsyth. 

IjONDON,  3fay  IS,  1837. 
Sir:  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brent,  consul  at  Paris,  trans- 
mitting his  account  and  the  receipts  for  moneys  expended  by  him  in 
that  city,  with  a  view  to  obtain  for  the  United  States  some  property, 
then  supposed  to  be  a  part  of  that  which  was  bequeathed  by  Mr. 
Smithson.  It  is  the  same  account  that  was  forwarded  to  me  with  your 
instructions  of  the  17th  of  November  last.  To  these  I  had  the  honor 
of  replying  in  my  No.  6,  in  which  the  nature  of  the  account  was 
explained  and  reasons  assigned  for  suspending  payment,  your  instruc- 
tions appearing  to  have  left  me  a  discretion  over  the  subject.  I  trans- 
mit a  (^opy  of  Mr.  Brent's  letter  dated  the  3d  instant,  with  a  copy  of 
my  answer  dated  the  10th.  My  reasons  will  be  seen  in  the  latter  for 
still  withholding  payment,  Mr.  Brent's  letter,  as  I  read  it,  not  con- 
veying to  me  your  direction  to  pay.  If  I  have  erred  in  this  particu- 
lar, 1  shall  await  your  further  instructions,  and  obey  them.     My  letter 
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to  Mr.  Brent,  besides  bringing  into  view  the  former  reasons,  mentions 
a  new  one. 

Under  one  of  the  advertisements  transmitted  with  my  No.  9,  viz, 
the  one  retuniable  on  the  Ist  of  this  month,  the  husband  of  Madame 
la  Batut  has  come  over  here  from  France  to  make  out  the  claim  of 
his  wife  upon  the  estate  of  Mr.  Smithson.  He  has  written  me  note^ 
and  called  upon  me,  though  as  yet  I  have  not  seen  him.  I  deem  it 
unnec^ssarj'^  to  transmit  to  you  his  representations,  as  I  do  not  act 
upon  them  in  any  way,  abstaining  as  well  through  my  own  judgment 
as  that  of  our  professional  advisers.  T<S  the  latter  I  say,  if  Monsieur 
la  Batut  has  a  just  claim  on  the  part  of  his  wife  it  ought  to  be  allowed, 
if  not,  no  authority  but  that  of  Congress  could  award  him  anything 
out  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  should  it  be  finally  adjudged  to  the 
United  States.  To  this  they  assent,  with  the  further  concurrence 
between  us  that  the  court  must  decide  upon  the  claim,  for  establish- 
ing which,  if  it  can  be  established,  he  will  now  have  every  opportu- 
nity before  a  master  in  chancery,  the  officer  regularly  appointed  by 
the  court  for  that  pui-pose.  The  solicitors  advise  m^  that  he  is  a 
troublesome  person,  and  seems  to  have  unreasonable  expectations, 
which,  however,  will  be  carefully  scrutinized  and  properly  controlled. 

I  have  the  honor  to   remain,  with   great  respect,  your  obedient 

servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

* 

iSecretary  of  State, 


Clarke^  Fynmore  db  Fladgcite^  to  Richard  R^cah. 

No.  43  Craven  Street,  June  P,  1837. 
Sir:  We  think  it  right  to  inform  you  that  we  have  lately  had 
several  inter\aews  with  M.  de  la  Batut,  who  married  the  mother  of 
the  deceased  Henry  James  Hungerford,  and  who  we  thought  might 
be  induced  to  furnish  us  with  every  proof  we  wanted  touching  the 
deceased.  His  object  was  to  press  upon  our  consideration  the  moral 
claims  which  he  supposes  his  wife  and  her  and  his  children  have  upon 
the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  their  succeeding  to  the  fortune, 
to  the  income  of  which  Hungerford  was  entitled  for  his  life.  We 
allude  to  these  moral  claims  to  distinguish  them  fi'om  the  rights 
which  Madame  de  la  Batut  mav  have  under  the  will  of  Colonel  Dick- 
inson,  Hungerford's  father,  which  are  the  subject  of  inquiry  before 
the  master.  To  show,  in  part,  the  nature  of  these  moral  claims,  we 
mav  mention  that  as  the  fund  is  left  to  the  United  States  to  foUnd  an 
institution  for  promoting  knowledge  he  considers,  notwithstanding 
that  the  institution  is  to  be  founded  in  America,  that  his  and  Madame 
de  la  Batut's  children  in  France  should  have  an  allowance  until  the  age 
of  22  for  their  education,  and  he  considers  that  the  income  derived 
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from  the  fund  since  the  testator's  death  should  be  allowed  to  Madame 
de  la  Batut. 

We  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  further  into  these  requisitions, 
or  into  a  detail  of  M.  de  la  Batut's  arguments  in  support  of  them. 
We  ma}^,  however,  advert  more  particularly  to  the  following  point, 
which  may  have  some  claim  to  consideration:  M.  de  la  Batut  urges  ' 
that  young  Hungerford,  who  lived  up  to  his  income,  left  behind  him 
nothing  to  pay  debts  and  funeral  expenses;  that  had  Mr.  Smithson's 
will  come  into  operation  now,  instead  of  seven  years  back,  he  would, 
in  consequence  of  a  modern  alteration  in  the  law,  have  been  entitled 
to  a  portion  of  the  accruing  half  year's  income  up  to  his  death;  but 
that,  as  the  modern  alteration  does  not  apply  to  the  case,  he  is  deprived 
even  of  that,  and  can  not  be  said  to  have  enjoyed  the  income  of  the 
property  during  his  whole  life;  and  thus  burdens  are  thrown  upon  his 
relations,  which  their  circumstances  do  not  enable  them  to  bear.  We 
may  here  observe  that  the  law  on  this  subject  is  clear;  he  was  not 
entitled  to  any  portion  of  the  half  year's  income.  We  answered  him 
by  stating  that  neither  you  nor  ourselves  could  give  any  opinion  on 
the  subject,  still  less  undertake  that  anything  should  be  done  for  him 
by  the  United  States;  and  we  informed  him  that  if  he  considered  he 
had  any  moral  claims,  he  must  himself  apply  to  the  proper  authorities, 
which  he  stated  his  intention  to  do.  We  further  informed  him  that 
we  were  in  search  of  evidence  which  was  completely  within  his  knowl- 
edge; and  we  offered,  if  he  would  furnish  us  with  and  depose  to  the 
particulars  relating  to  Hungerford  known  to  him,  we  would  so  far 
support  any  application  he  might  make  to  the  proper  authorities  as  to 
certify  that  in  our  inquiries  and  proofs  we  were  under  material  obli- 
gations to  him;  and  he  at  length  consented  to  make  the  necessary 
depositions.  These  depositions  we  drew  up  in  proper  form,  but  upon 
requesting  him  to  make  an  appointment  to  swear  to  them,  he  refused 
to  do  so  unless  he  had  a  pledge  from  you  that  you  would  do  all  in 
your  power  to  support  his  claims,  in  addition  to  the  recommendation 
of  Mr.  Drummond  to  the  consideration  of  the  United  States.  The 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Drummond  we  might  have  promised  him,  but 
the  pledge  required  from  you  we  knew  to  be  out  of  the  question;  and 
as  in  the  meantime  we  have  received  from  Italy  documents  which  we 
trust  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  again  applying  to  him  for  assistance, 
we  felt  no  hesitation  in  at  once  declining  to  make  terms  with  an  indi- 
vidual whose  style  of  conduct  would  hardly  justify  any  strong  recom- 
mendation in  his  favor.  He  then  positively  refused  to  assist  us  any 
further,  and  has  left  us  in  considerable  anger;  and  he  has  expressed 
his  determination  to  make  an  application  to  the  President  through 
another  channel.  It  will,  we  conceive,  be  entitled  to  little  favor. 
We  remain,  et<\, 

Clarke,  Fynmore  &  FLAiKiAXK. 

KiciiAKD  Rush,  Esq. 
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Clarke^  Fyninore  cfe  Fladgate  t-o  Hichard  Rush. 

No.  4:3  Craven  Street,  Ju7}e  ^^,  1S37. 

Sir:  Mr.  Druminond  has  written  to  us  to  inform  you  that  M.  de  la 
Ik  tut  has  submitted  to  him  a  memorial  which,  on  the  part  of  Madame 
de  la  Batut,  he  proposes  to  address  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Not  having  been  acquainted  personally  with  Mr.  Smithson, 
Mr.  Drummond  can  not  vouch  for  any  of  the  facts  stated  in  the 
memorial,  but,  as  Mr.  Smithson's  executor,  he  feels  disposed  to 
recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the  United  States  any  application 
coming  from  the  mother  of  the  deceased  Hungerford,  who,  so  far  as 
he  has  the  means  of  knowing,  is  left  by  her  son's  death  in  reduced  cir- 
cumstances. Nevertheless,  we  must  here  add  that  the  attention  paid 
to  8uch  application  must  of  course  depend  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
parties  making  it. 

Wo  are,  etc.,  Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate. 

Richard  Rush,  Esq. 

Hwhard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth, 

London,  Jwie  ^4^  1837. 

Sir:  I  inclose  copies  of  two  letters  received  from  our  solicitors, 
dated  the  9th  and  22d  instant,  relating  to  the  conduct  of  Monsieur  la 
Batut  in  reference  to  the  supposed  claim  of  his  wife  upon  the  Smith- 
sonian fund. 

My  No.  6,  of  January  9,  will  have  made  known  who  the  wife  is. 
Nothing  is  more  clear  than  that  she  has  no  claim  under  the  will  of  Mr. 
Smithson.  Her  claim,  if  any,  can  only  be  made  out, .as  mentioned  in 
my  No.  6,  under  the  will  of  Henry  Louis  Dickinson,  and  for  its  estab- 
lishment the  court  of  chancery  has  pointed  out  the  proper  means,  and 
Monsieur  la  Batut  has  full  liberty  to  adopt  them,  that  justice  may  be 
done.  1  said  in  my  No.  7  that  the  claim  extended  only  to  about  £100 
a  year;  but,  on  better  information,  I  find  that  it  would  amount,  if 
sustained,  to  £240  a  year  during  the  life  of  Madame  la  Batut. 

But  Monsieur  de  la  Batut  is  little  satisfied  with  putting  forward  this 
claim,  which,  it  may  be,  the  court  will  allow  if  he  can  bring  forward 
proof  to  substantiate  it.  He  makes  a  sweeping  moral  claim,  as  he 
calls  it,  upon  the  United  States,  should  the  Smithsonian  fund  be 
adjudged  to  them.  The  letter  from  the  solicitors,  of  the  9th  instant, 
gives,  in  part,  the  ground  of  this  moral  claim.  He  thinks  that,  as  the 
Smithsonian  fund  is  to  be  applied  to  found  an  institution  at  Washing- 
ton for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  his  chil- 
dren in  France  have  a  claim  to  be  educated  out  of  it;  and  he  even 
considers  that  his  wife  has  a  claim  to  the  *  *  *  income  of  the 
fund  since  Mr.  Smithson's  death.  This,  at  a  rough  estimate,  might  be 
perhaps  set  down  at  upward  of  £20,000. 
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I  can  not  wonder  that  the  solicitors  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  detail  to 
me  the  "argimients"  by  which  Monsieur  de  la  Batut  sought  to  sup- 
port these,  his  "requisitions."  His  attempt  at  coercion,  by  withhold- 
ing evidence  within  his  power,  unless  on  a  previous  pledge  from  me 
to  support  his  requisitions,  thereby  showing  a  disposition  to  prevent 
the  United  States  recovering  anything,  will  probably  gain  him  little 
favor  in  their  eyes.  Fortunately  there  is  now  other  eWdence,  as  the 
solicitors  state  in  their  letter,  and  have  since  told  me  verbally,  which, 
it  is  believed,  will  place  the  United  States  beyond  his  reach.  The 
patt  of  their  letter  that  I  read  with  regret  was  that  in  which  they  inti- 
mated to  him  that,  as  neither  they  nor  I  could  engage  that  anything 
should  be  done  for  him  by  the  United  States,  he  must  himself  apply 
to  the  proper  authorities.  I  called  upon  them  immediately,  to  express 
my  wish  that  no  such  encouragement  be  in  future  held  out  to  him;  but 
it  seems  that  he  had  already  taken  his  course;  their  letter  of  the  22d 
instant  gives  me  to  understand  that  he  proposes  to  address  a  memorial 
to  the  President  through  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Drummond,  the  defend- 
ant in  the  suit.  That  he  would  have  done  so  on  his  own  motion  in  the 
end,  without  any  hint  from  the  solicitors,  is  probable  enough;  but  I 
was  sorry  it  had  been  given  to  him.  For  myself,  I  have  invariably 
discountenanced  all  his  pretensions,  deeming  it  my  duty  to  do  so  most 
unequivocally.  I  have  refused  to  see  him,  unless  in  presence  of  the 
solicitors,  lest  he  should  misunderstand,  or  forget,  or  pervert  what  I 
might  say;  and  the  latter  told  me  they  could  perceive  no  advantage  in 
my  seeing  him.  Tf  the  United  States  recover  the  legacy  bequeathed 
by  Mr.  Smithson,  I  should  naturally  regard  the  whole  of  it  as  a  trust 
fund  in  their  hands,  not  to  be  in  any  wise  diminished  or  touched  but  by 
the  same  legislative  power  that  accepted  it  for  the  purposes  specially 
set  forth  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  ist  of  July,  1836.  Not  only, 
therefore,  do  I  disclaim  all  authority  for  yielding  in  the  slightest 
degree  to  Monsieur  la  Batut's  demands  or  giving  hun  the  least  hope 
that  any  of  them  are  ultimately  to  be  allowed  by  the  United  States, 
but  I  should  have  thought  it  not  justifiable  in  me  to  refer  him  to  the 
President. 

Not  being  sure  that  1  rightly  imdcrstood  what  the  solicitors  mean 
in  their  letter  of  the  9th  about  an  alteration  in  the  law,  I  sought  an 
explanation  from  them.  It  appears  that  by  an  act  of  Parliament, 
passed  in  1834,  whenever  a  person  entitled  to  the  annual  proceeds  of 
any  fund  or  property  for  his  life,  under  a  will  coming  into  operation 
after  the  passing  of  the  act,  dies  between  the  points  of  time  assigned 
for  the  periodi(»al  payments,  his  representatives  become  entitled  to  a 
proportionate  part  of  the  accruing  proceeds  up  to  the  day  of  his 
death.  Before  this  act  there  was  no  such  apportionment;  and  as  Mr. 
Smithson's  will  came  into  openition  hi^fore  it  was  passed,  Ilungerford's 
representatives  have  no  claim  to  any  of  the  dividend  that  accrued  after 
fhe  last  dividend  day  that  happened  previously  to  his  decease.     I 
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asked  how  this  would  stand  with  the  case  I  drew  up  for  the  opinion  of 
counsel,  as  transmitted  with  my  No.  4,  in  which,  among  other  things,  I 
stated  under  the  sanction  of  the  solicitors  that  '*Mr.  Hungerford 
received  the  income  arising  from  the  testator's  property  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death."  They  replied  that  this  was  nevertheless  correct; 
he  did  receive  all  that  had  accrued  up  to  that  time,  but  there  was  a 
dividend  in  progress  which,  as  it  had  not  actually  arisen  and  could  not 
have  been  claimed  by  Hungerford  in  his  lifetime,  his  representative 
has  no  claim  to  it  after  his  death.     Such  was  their  explanation. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  say  how  far  this  lends  any  equity  to  any  fraction 
of  Monsieur  la  Batut's  claims  or  requisitions.  It  is  a  familiar  maxim, 
that  those  who  ask  equity  should  do  equity.  The  United  States  will 
succeed  to  all  that  the  law  of  England  gives  them,  as  the  lord  chan- 
cellor may  expound  and  apply  that  law  to  their  special  predicament 
under  the  will,  having  due  reference,  no  doubt,  to  the  rights  of  all 
other  parties  before  the  court;  and  whatever  may  be  the  amount 
adjudged  in  their  favor,  my  uniform  declaration  is  that  Congress  alone 
would  have  the  power  to  reduce  it.  I  add,  as  explicitly,  that  to  no  one 
can  I  give  the  remotest  encouragement  or  hope  that  it  would  be  reduced, 
and  least  of  all  to  one  so  unreasonable,  so  exacting,  and  apparently 
so  bent  upon  thwarting  the  rights  of  the  United  States  as  Monsieur  de 
la  Batut. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


HicJuird  Rmh  to  Clarke^  Fyninore  tfe  Fladgate. 

Portland  Hotel,  Great  Portland  Street, 

July  21,  1837. 
Gentlemen:  Having  at  all  times  made  known  my  wishes  for  a 
speedy  decision  of  the  case  you  have  in  hand  for  the  United  States,  I 
need  not  here  repeat  them,  but  as  the  time  approaches  when  the  court 
of  chancery  will  adjourn  over  to  November,  I  must  ask  you  to  inform 
me  what  seem  the  prospects. 

Remaining  your  obedient  servant,  Richard  Rush. 

Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate. 


Clurke,  Fynmore  ik  FI<idgate  to  Richard  Rush. 

43  Craven  Street,  Strand, 

July  22,  1837. 
Dear  Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  on  the -subject  of 
Mr.  Smithson's  bequest  to  the  United  States,  we  beg  leave  to  inform 
H.  Doc.  732 3 
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you  that  we  have  used  all  the  means  in  our  power  to  bring  the  matter 
to  a  close,  but  we  are  still  unable  to  state  any  definite  period  at  which 
you  might  expect  to  receive  the  funds. 

Our  inquiries  in  Italy  have,  we  trust,  put  us  in  possession  of  such 
evidence  as  will  fully  establish  the  fact  of  Mr.  Hungerford's  death, 
without  having  been  married;  but  however  important  it  may  be  to  do 
this,  still  there  is  another  point  to  be  settled  before  the  funds  will  be 
available  to  the  United  States.  This  point  is  the  claim  of  Madame  de 
la  Batut,  under  the  will  of  Colonel  Dickinson  (whose  executor  Mr. 
Smithson  was),  under  which  will  she  is  entitled  for  her  life  to  half  the 
ColoneFs  property. 

The  outline  of  this  claim  is  that  Mr.  Smithson  possessed  himself  of 
all  Colonel  Dickinson's  estate,  and  never  rendered  to  Madame  de  la 
Batut  any  account  of  it,  and  that,  not  having  done  so,  she  has  now  a 
right  to  call  upon  Mr.  Smithson's  executor  to  do  that  which  he  in  his 
lifetime  ought  to  have  done.  Mr.  Drummond  has  no  means  of  ren- 
dering this  account;  but  until  the  claim  is  set  at  rest  the  court  could 
not,  of  courae,  order  the  funds  forming  part  of  Smithson's  estate  to 
be  paid  over  to  the  United  States.  As  for  anything  that  appears  to 
the  contrary,  the  greater  portion  of  these  funds  might  have  arisen 
from  the  property  of  Colonel  Dickinson.  Our  object  now,  therefore, 
is  to  induce  Madame  de  la  Batut  to  come  in  and  establish  some  claim 
in  the  present  suit  (the  amount,  however,  of  which  we  seek,  as  much 
as  possible  consistently  with  justice,  to  reduce),  so  as  to  bind  her  by 
the  present  suit  and  make  it  conclusive  upon  the  subject. 

Her  advisers  have  but  little  evidence  to  offer  in  support  of  her  case, 
and  have,  in  consequence,  very  much  delayed  the  necessary  proceed- 
ings. We  pressed  them  as  much  as  possible,  and,  indeed,  threatened 
to  bar  them  by  getting  the  master  to  report  against  them;  but,  in 
reply  to  this,  they  intimated  that  if  we  did  so,  they  should  give  notice 
to  Mr.  Drummond  to  hold  the  funds,  and  file  a  bill  against  him,  as 
executor  of  Smithson,  for  an  account.  As  this  would  be  attended 
with  more  delay  and  expense  than  it  is  likely  there  will  be  in  the  pres- 
ent proc^eedings  in  the  master's  office,  we  are  induced  to  afford  every 
indulgence,  urging  only  all  possible  dispatch,  which,  as  fortunately 
Madame  de  la  Batut's  solicitors  are  persons  of  the  highest  respecta- 
bility, we  are  sure  they  will  use. 

We  are,  your  ver}^  obedient  servants, 

Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fijvdgate. 
Richard  Rush,  Escj. 

Hwhard  Hii^h  to  John  Fiyrayth. 

London,  July  28^  18S7, 
Sir:  1  received  on  the  26th  instant,  from  our  minister,  Mr.  Steven- 
son, a  petition  addressed  to  the  President  by  M.  de  la  Batut,  now  it 
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seems  in  France,  on  the  subject  of  his  claims,  which  had  been  sent  to 
Mr.  S.  by  Mr.  Anderson,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at 
Paris.  The  nature  of  these  claims  is  sufficiently  stated  in  my  letter 
of  the  24th  of  last  month,  and  I  need  not  therefore  repeat  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  view  I  take  of  them,  they  are  altogether  unreasonable.  In 
writing  to  Mr.  Anderson  upon  the  subject,  which  I  did  yesterday,  I 
informed  him  that  Monsieur  de  la  Batut  had  been  in  London,  urging 
them  upon  those  who  are  charged  with  conducting  and  superintending 
the  case  of  the  United  States  before  the  court  of  chancery  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  and  that  our  Government  had  been 
apprised  of  them  through  my  communications  to  you;  that  as  they 
were  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  had  been  pur- 
sued in  an  adverse  manner  by  M.  de  la  Batut  when  here,  it  was  not 
for  me  to  aid  in  transmitting  his  paper  to  the  President;  but  that  as 
he  might  wish  to  have  it  again,  to  make  his  own  use  of  it,  I  was  at  a 
loss  how  to  dispose  of  it  otherwise  than  by  returning  it  to  him  (Mr. 
Anderson),  which  I  therefore  felt  myself  obliged  to  do,  with  the  expla- 
nation here  given.  Mr.  Anderson  was  probably  not  before  acquainted 
with  any  of  the  circumstances  I  stated. 

1  have  deemed  it  right  to  inform  you  of  the  step  thus  taken  in 
regard  to  this  petition,  and  hope  it  will  appear  to  have  been  proper. 
I  ought  to  mention,  whilst  on  the  subject,  that  on  the  fii'st  arrival  of 
M.  de  la  Batut  in  London  I  caused  him  to  be  informed  that,  although 
in  no  event  was  I  authorized  to  promise  him  anything  from  the  United 
States,  yet  if  he  promptly  afforded  the  facilities  to  their  suit  in  chan- 
cery, which  he  justly  might,  by  stating  facts  within  his  immediate  and 
full  knowledge  respecting  young  Hungerford,  he  would  naturally 
stand  well  with  our  Government;  and  that,  as  far  as  the  expression  of 
any  favorable  opinion  of  mine  towards  him  was  concerned,  he  would 
necessarily  earn  it.  Far  from  listening  to  what  was  so  unobjection- 
able, he  refused,  as  made  known  in  one  of  the  letters  enclosed  with 
my  last,  to  give  any  evidence  whatever  for  the  United  States,  except 
on  condition  of  a  previous  pledge  from  me  to  support  all  his  claims,  not 
perceiving,  though  so  informed  that  such  a  pledge,  had  I  even  made 
it,  could  have  availed  him  nothing. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  here,  also,  that  it  never  was  my  intention, 
and  so  I  instructed  our  professional  advisers,  to  raise  any  captious 
objections  to  Monsieur  la  Batut's  claim  in  right  of  his  wife,  so  long  as 
he  kept  it  within  the  limit  of  the  bequest  made  to  her  by  the  will  of 
Henry  Louis  Dickinson,  as  explained  in  my  No.  6.  The  bequest  may 
amount,  as  I  now  understand  the  case,  to  £240  sterling  a  year,  at 
the  utmost,  during  the  life  of  the  wife.  All  I  demanded  was,  that 
this  claim  should  be  substantiated  by  fair  proof,  and  be  adjudged  by 
the  court,  as  I  had  no  authority  to  give  an  independent  assent  to  any- 
thing that  might  diminish  the  fund  bequeathed  to  the  United  States 
by  Mr.  Smithson. 
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But  to  suggestions  like  these  he  was  alike  insensible,  preferring 
to  take  the  course  and  put  forward  the  extravagant  claims  1  have 
described.  1  have  no  fears  that  the  court  will  allow  them;  but  there 
is  ground  for  apprehending  that  he  may  be  able  to  cAuse  future,  as  he 
has  past,  delays.  There  is  no  hope  of  bringing  the  case  to  a  conclusion 
during  the  present  term  of  the  court.  It  ends  next  month,  and  the 
next  term  does  not  commence  until  November.  The  master  in  chan- 
cery has  not  yet  made  his  reports  on  any  of  the  references  made  to 
him  by  the  court,  as  explained  in  my  No.  9,  although  I  have  urged 
them  on  by  all  the  means  I  could  use,  and  will  not  fail  to  continue  my 
efforts  whilst  the  present  term  lasts.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  obstruc- 
tions created  by  Monsieur  de  la  Batut,  this  part  of  the  case  would  have 
been  expedited,  and  a  door  the  sooner  opened  by  which  the  United 
States  might  have  got  possession  of  the  fund. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 

servant, 

KiciiAKD  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Sea'cUtry  of  SUtt'C, 


Richard  H^ish  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  August  i,  1837, 

Sir:  1  tmnsmit,  herewith,  a  copy  of  my  account  for  the  year  ending 
yesterday.  I  also  send  a  list  of  my  drafts  upon  the  bankers  of  the 
United  States  within  the  same  period  as  authorized  by  your  letter  to 
the  late  N.  M.  de  Rothschild  of  July  the  11th,  1836. 

The  only  bill  I  have  yet  paid,  because  the  only  one  1  have  been  able 
to  get  in,  for  legal  expenses  actually  incurred,  was  one  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  four  shillings,  on  the  8th  of  April,  as  shown  by  my  draft 
upon  the  bankers  of  that  date.  For  this  a  voucher  is  enclosed,  with  a 
full  statement  of  the  account.  More  expense,  considerably,  has  been 
incurred  under  this  head,  but  no  second  account  has  hitherto  been 
rendered  to  me,  although  I  have  asked  for  and  been  desirous  of 
obtaining  it,  the  solicitors  saying  that  the  items  going  to  make  it  up 
are,  many  of  them,  still  dependent  upon  services  outstanding  and 
incomplete.  The  heaviest  legal  expenses  will,  I  apprehend,  come  in 
at  the  final  close  of  the  suit.  When  this  will  be  I  dare  not  promise, 
since  none  of  our  professional  advisers  will  undertake  to  inform  me 
precisely,  although  none,  I  believe,  can  exceed  them  in  diligence  and 
fidelity,  and  although  they  are  urged  by  my  reiterated  instructions  to 
use  all  the  expedition  pi'acticable.  The  necessity  of  a  reform  in  the 
court  of  chancery  was  the  subject  of  a  special  recommendation  from 
the  Throne  to  Parliament,  at  the  session  before  the  last.  Its  })usiness 
is  very  much  in  arrears.  Mr.  Peniborton,  the  leading  counsel  of  the 
United  States,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  stated 
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in  his  place  in  that  body,  in  February  last,  that  the  arrears  amounted 
to  between  300  and  400  cases  two  years  before,  but  that  they  had 
grown  to  upwards  of  800  at  the  time  he  was  speaking.  The  cases,  in 
a  large  proportion,  are  also  of  great  magnitude. 

The  Attorney-General  on  the  same  occasion  remarked  that  whilst 
throughout  a  long  course  of  time  the  population  of  England  had  been 
increasing  sixfold  and  her  wealth  twentyfold,  the  judicial  establish- 
ments had  remained  nearly  the  same,  so  as  to  amount  almost  to  a  denial 
of  justice.  There  are  only  eleven  masters  in  chancery,  whilst  there  are 
those  who  think  that  double  the  number  would  scarcely  be  sufficient 
for  the  wants  of  the  court  in  all  the  different  departments  of  its  busi- 
ness at  the  present  epoch.  In  the  midst  of  such  discouragements,  and 
I  am  bound  to  state  them  as  truly  such,  I  still  do  not  despair  of  having 
the  case  of  the  United  States  brought  to  a  final  and  successful  close  in 
the  course  of  the  ensuing  winter  or  spring;  it  shall  be  sooner,  if  pos- 
sible, as  all  obstructions  that  might  once  have  been  thought  to  imply 
serious  difficulty  or  danger  are,  I  think,  overcome.  Nevertheless,  no 
assurance  can  be  given  that  it  will  be  finished  as  soon  as  the  latest 
period  mentioned.  Should  it  last  even  through  the  winter,  and  my 
last  letter  will  have  informed  you  that  the  next  term  of  the  court  (the 
present  drawing  to  a  close)  will  not  be  held  until  November,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  fund  created  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
1st  of  July,  1836,  will,  through  the  accruing  legal  charges  and  drafts, 
to  which  the  fund  is  otherwise  liable  under  your  instructions,  be 
exhausted. 

In  regard  to  the  first  legal  account,  now  inclosed,  I  ciin  only  say  that 
I  believe  it  to  be  reasonable,  judged  by  the  standard  of  similar  charges 
in  this  country.  I  felt  myself  to  be  an  incompetent  judge  of  all  the 
minute  items,  filling  fourteen  pages,  folio,  of  an  account  founded  upon 
the  multifarious  and  artificial  proceedings  in  an  English  court  of  chan- 
cer}^; but  I  went  over  the  whole,  judging  as  well  as  I  could  of  each, 
and  obtained  explanations  from  the  solicitors  where  I  found  them 
necessary.  I  also  sought  other  aid;  I  resorted  to  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  now  here,  intelligent  and  trustworthy,  and  conversant 
with  such  accounts  from  having  superintended  several  suits  in  which 
American  interests  were  at  stake  in  English  courts.  His  opinion  was 
decidedly  favorable  to  the  justice  and  even  general  moderation  of  the 
items,  tried  by  the  precedents  of  which  he  had  knowledge.  The^e 
precautions,  added  to  the  fair  character  of  the  solicitors,  and  their 
verification,  sevemlly,  by  my  request,  of  the  whole  account,  in  the 
special  manner  that  will  be  noticed  at  the  foot  of  it,  afforded  the  only 
guaranties  I  could  command  for  its  correctness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Sea\tary  of  Stat\ 


38  SMITHSONIAN    BEQUEST. 

CUtrka^  Fyiumfre  cfe  FUidgate  to  Richard  Rtish, 

43  Craven  Street,  August  18^  1837. 

Dear  Sir:  The  court  having  now  risen  for  the  long  vacation,  we 
i  deem  it  our  duty  to  report  to  you  briefly  the  state  of  the  cause  to 

:  which  the  President  of  the  United  States  and   Mr.  Drummond  are 

parties,  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  President  to  receive 
the  legacy  given  by  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson. 

Pursuant  to  j^our  constant  instructions  to  bring  the  matter  to  a 
termination  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  we  have  been  actively  occu- 
pied in  satisfying  the  inquiries  directed  to  be  made  by  the  decree  of 
the  1st  of  February  last,  and,  although  the  master's  report  touching 
these  inquiries  is  not  yet  made,  we  have  been  so  far  successful  as  to 
induce  us  to  hope  that  we  should  satisfy  him  upon  all  points,  and 
obtain  early  in  the  next  teim  such  a  report  as  will  insure  the  speedy 
receipt  by  you,  on  behalf  of  the  President,  of  the  funds  in  question. 

You  will  remember  that  these  inquiries  were  threefold:  (1)  As  to 
Fitall,  the  annuitant  under  the  will  of  Smithson.  (2)  As  to  Hunger- 
ford's  death,  unmarried  and  without  issue.  (3)  As  to  the  alleged 
claim  of  Madame  de  la  Batut. 

On  the  first  point  we  have  no  difliculty,  having  obtained  a  certificate 
of  the  death  of  Fitall,  whose  annuity  was  paid  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  except  only  the  last  quarter,  which  his  widow  will  now  receive. 

2.  As  to  Hungerford's  death  without  issue,  we  have  obtained  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  death  of  one  Henri  de  la  Batut,  under  which  name  we 
found  that  he  had  died,  and  we  have  also  obtained  a  certificate,  identi- 
fying de  la  Batut  with  Henry  James  Hungerford.  We  have,  as 
directed  by  the  decree,  advertised  in  the  newspapers  here,  in  France, 
and  in  Italy,  touching  any  wife  and  children,  and  these  advertise- 
ments have  produced  no  claimants.  We  have  obtained  from  France 
other  confirmatory  evidence  on  these  points,  among  the  rest,  Monsieur 
de  la  Batut's  statement  (which  however,  you  will  remember  he  refused 
to  confirm  on  oath),  and  we  have  little  doubt,  as  above  observed,  that 
the  evidence  obtained  will  be  such  as  to  satisfy  the  master  upon  the 
subject. 

These  inquiries  have  of  course  consumed  much  time,  but  we  should 
have  had  the  report  before  this  had  it  not  been  for  the  remaining 
point,  the  claim  of  Madame  de  la  Batut.  As  stated  iu  our  letter 
addressed  to  you  on  the  22d  of  July,  it  is  most  important  that  the 
claim  should  be  disposed  of  in  the  present  suit;  and  we  arc  happy  to 
say  that  the  claim  has  now  been  formally  made,  and,  we  trust,  in  such 
a  shape  as  will,  if  it  be  sustained  by  the  court  at  all,  bar  any  ulterior 
proceedings.  The  evidence  in  support  of  it  is  not  strong,  and,  for 
the  purpose  of  strengthening  it,  interrogatories  for  the  examination 
of  Mr.  Drummond  have  been  brought  into  the  master's  oftice;  which, 
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however,  will  not  have  the  desired  effect.  These  interrogatories  were 
exhibited  by  Madame  de  la  Batut,  after  much  pressing  on  our  part, 
and  we  are  now  employed  in  answering  them.  Having  done  that,  we 
^all  proceed  to  get  the  claim  settled,  if  possible,  by  the  allowance  of 
some  small  smn,  and  every  difficulty  will  then  be  at  an  end. 

You  may  rely  on  our  utmost  exertions  in  bringing  the  matter  tc  a 
close;  and  we  are,  your  very  obedient  servants, 

Clarke,  Fynmoke  &  Fladgate. 

To  Richard  Rush,  Esq. 


Richard  R^Uih  to  John  Forsyth, 

London,  August  19,  1837, 
Sir:  Desiring,  before  the  court  of  chancery  rose,  some  opinion  in 
writing  from  the  solicitors  as  to  the  prospects  of  a  decision  of  the 
case,  I  addressed  a  few  lines  to  them  on  the  21st  of  last  month,  as  by 
inclosure  No.  1,  and  received  an  answer  the  day  following,  a  copy  of 
which  (No.  2)  is  also  inclosed.  I  did  not  send  it  to  you  at  that  time, 
or  with  either  of  my  letters  written  since,  because,  although  I  went  to 
them  in  person  several  times,  in  the  hope  of  verbal  explanations  that 
might  render  it  more  definite,  1  found  that  there  was  no  probability 
of  obtaining  any  to  that  effect  until  after  the  court  had  actually 
risen,  at  which  time  I  requested  they  would  furnish  me  with  a  further 
communication.  The  court  rose  a  few  days  ago,  and  I  yesterday 
received  from  them  the  report,  a  copy  of  which  (No.  3)  is  now  also 
transmitted,  as  the  suitable  accompaniment  to  their  letter  of  the  22d 
of  July. 

I  am  happy  to  find  it  more  satisfactory  than  that  letter;  the  letter 
left  it  doubtful  when  the  obstructing  claim  of  Madame  de  la  Batut,  an 
outline  of  which  is  given  in  their  letter,  would  be  put  into  a  proper 
shape  for  examination  and  settlement.  Nor  could  I  urge  any  longer  the 
expediency  of  a  report  by  the  master,  during  the  existence  of  the  term, 
under  reiterated  assurances  from  our  solicitors  of  what  is  stated  in  their 
letter,  viz,  that  to  do  so  might  have  led  to  a  course,  on  the  part  of  the 
solicitors  of  Madame  de  la  Batut,  productive  of  more  delay  and  expense 
than  are  likely  to  flow  from  the  master's  report  being  withheld  until 
the  next  term. 

The  solicitors'  report  to  me,  dated  yesterday,  besides  embodying  a 
succinct  statement  of  the  steps  taken  m  the  cAuse  since  the  decree  in 
February,  shows  that  the  la  Batut  claim  is  at  length  placed  upon  a 
footing  to  be  met  and  decided  upon  by  the  court,  which  it  has  been  my 
constant  aim  to  see  effected;  and  although  they  write  with  caution  as 
to  any  precise  time  when  a  final  and  favorable  decision  of  the  cause  on 
all  its  points  may  be  expected,  their  report  is  encouraging.     I  can  only 
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add,  that  nothing  shall  l)e  omitted  by  me  when  the  court  recommenc'es, 

or  during  the  vacation,  toward  securing  as  prompt  an  issue  to  the  whole 

proceedings  as  may  be  found  practicable. 

I  have  tJae  honor  to  remiain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  serv^ 

ant, 

Richard  Kusii. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Rwhurd  Rxuih  to  John  Forsyth, 

London,  October  IS,  1837. 

Sir:  Since  transmitting  the  duplicate  of  my  No.  15,  nothing  material 
has  occurred  for  your  information.  The  long  autumnal  vacation  has 
been  going  on,  and  is  not  yet  expired.  The  business  of  the  court  of 
chancery  has  therefore  been  at  a  pause,  and  no  further  proceedings 
have  been  had  in  the  suit  of  the  United  States. 

But  I  have  from  time  to  time  called  upon  the  solicitors,  and  am  able 
to  report  that  they  have  not  been  idle  during  this  interval.  They  have 
been  employed  in  preparing  answers  to  certain  interrogatories  exhibited 
on  the  part  of  Madame  la  Batut,  vrfth  a  view  to  establish  her  claim; 
and  the  strict  and  careful  inquiries  they  have  instituted,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  pursue,  assure  me,  although  no  facts  are  yet  ripe  for  com- 
munication, that  the  interest  of  the  United  States  will  be  well  guarded 
in  relation  to  it.  The  court  will  sit  again  next  month,  when  the  steps 
which  the  solicitors  have  been  taking,  in  anticipation  of  its  recom- 
mencement, will  in  due  time,  I  trust,  be  productive  of  the  proper 
re^sults.  The  claim  in  question  has  been  so  vexatiously  urged,  that 
my  directions  have  l)een  given  for  the  closest  scrutiny  into  its  merits 
at  all  points. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

SecrtUiry  of  St<ite, 


Richard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth, 

London,  Oct(^}er  27,  1837. 
Sir:  The  court  of  chancery  will  resume  its  sittings  next  week,  and 
I  have  this  week  })een  in  conference  with  our  solicitors,  urging  them 
to  act  expeditiously.  Evidence  obtained  on  the  la  Batut  claim,  and 
on  other  points,  now  only  waits  a  few  forms  to  go  before  the  master, 
from  whose  office  a  report  may  be  anticipated,  as  I  am  confidently 
told,  at  a  day  not  distiint  after  th(»  mocting  of  the  court.  1  trust  that 
this  will  be  tlu^  ciuse,  and  that  the  report  may  be  satisfiu-tory. 
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At  our  conferences,  the  point  of  a  new  power  to  me  from  the  Presi- 
dent, similar  to  my  former  one,  has  been  touched  upon.  It  is  not  con- 
sidered certain  that  one  will  be  required;  but  is  deemed  to  be  safest, 
1  find,  that  1  should  be  armed  with  one,  as  the  court  might  possibly 
ask  for  it,  in  the  event  of  a  favorable  decree,  prior  to  the  final  order 
for  delivering  the  fund  to  the  United  States,  even  should  the  defend- 
ant's counsel  or  the  Attorney-General  not  raise  the  objection.  I  will 
therefore  ask  the  favor  of  such  a  power;  and  as  I  am  at  present  san- 
guine in  the  expectation  of  a  favorable  as  well  as  early  decision,  should 
nothing  unforeseen  arise,  its  transmission  as  soon  as  convenient  after 
this  request  gets  to  hand  might  prove  desirable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant. 

Richard  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secn'etwry  of  State, 


John  Forsyth  to  RicJuird  li^i^h. 

Department  of  State,  November  13^  1837. 

Sir:  The  account  heretofore  rendered  by  Mr.  Brent,  our  consul  at 
Paris,  for  mone3'^s  expended  by  him  in  precautionary  measures  to 
obtain  for  the  United  States  certain  properties  supposed  to  belong  to 
the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Smithson,  of  London,  and  which  formed  the 
subject  of  a  letter  of  instructions  to  you,  dated  the  17th  of  November 
last,  has  been  again  presented  to  this  department  for  consideration. 
After  a  proper  examination  the  President  deems  it  just  that  the  charge 
for  the  professional  services  of  Messrs.  Castaignet  and  Delagrange 
should  be  allowed  and  paid.  You  are  accordingly  authorized  and 
requested  to  discharge  Mr.  Brent's  bill  amounting  to  272.25  francs, 
without  unnecessary  delay.  In  the  final  settlement  of  your  account 
this  item  may  be  debited  to  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  if  recovered,  and 
if  not  to  the  appropriation  for  prosecuting  the  claim  of  the  United 
States  to  the  said  legacy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 

Richard  Rush,  Escj.,  etc. 


Richard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  Decemher  16^  1837. 
Sir:  The  court  of  chancery  met  on  the  2d  of  last  month,  and  con- 
tinues in  full  session.     It  was  the  commencement  of  the  Michaelmas 
term. 
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If  I  have  not  written  to  you  since  the  sittings  of  the  court  were 
resumed  it  is  because  I  have  had  heretofore  no  special  matter  to  com- 
municate, although  doing  all  in  my  power  to  accelerate  the  progress 
of  the  suit  conunitted  to  my  superintendence,  and  endeavoring  espe- 
cially to  hasten  the  report  of  the  master  on  all  the  matters  referred  to 
him  by  the  court's  decree  of  the  1st  of  February.  I  mentioned  in  one 
of  my  letters  that  there  were  upward  of  800  suits  in  arrear  in  this 
court,  some  of  which  it  might  have  been  added  involve  in  their  issue 
sums  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  claimed  by  the  United  States. 
From  this  cause,  which  natui*ally  overburdens  with  business  the 
offices  of  the  maSters,  it  has  in  part  arisen  that  the  master's  report  in 
the  suit  of  the  United  States  has  not  hitheiix)  been  made. 

But  at  length,  this  week,  it  was  in  readiness  to  go  in,  and  would 
have  embraced,  among  other  things,  a  favorable  report  on  the  claim 
of  Madame  la  Batut  to  the  amount  of  about  £150  a  year,  to  be  paid  to 
her  out  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  during  her  life.  It  will  be  seen  how 
large  a  reduction  has  thus  been  effected  of  the  demands  put  forth  on 
her  behalf,  as  my  past  letters  have  made  them  all  known  to  you.  Our 
solicitors  have  rather  a  confident  opinion  that  there  is  a  prospect  of 
disproving  this  demand  by  further  evidence  yet  attainable  in  France, 
and  I  have  consequently  directed  them  to  take  the  proper  steps  for 
procuring  it  with  all  dispatch.  It  is  not  believed  that  more  than  a 
month  will  be  required  for  procuring  it,  and  the  master's  report  will 
be  withheld  in  the  meantime.  When  it  arrives,  it  will  be  my  province 
to  look  well  to  its  nature  and  probable  effect,  that  on  the  one  hand 
nothing  may  be  lost  to  which  the  United  States  may  seem  justly  enti- 
tled, and  on  the  other  that  the  great  result  of  the  suit  be  not  put  in 
jeopardy  or  injurious  delays  risked  by  doubtful  contests  for  fractional 
sums. 

I  have  the  honor  to    remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 

servant, 

KiciiAKD  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretiiry  of  State, 


Rii'luird  Hiish  to  John  Forsyth, 

London,  December  21^  1837. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  on  the  18th  instant  your  instruc- 
tions of  the  13th  of  November,  authorizing  and  requesting  me  to  pay 
an  account  amounting  to  272.25  francs,  forwarded  to  the  Department 
by  Mr.  Brent,  our  consul  at  Paris,  the  subject-matter  of  which  was 
formerly  made  known  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  November, 
1836,  to  which  I  replied  in  my  No.  t>,  on  the  9th  of  January  follow- 
ing; and  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  on  the  lUth  instant  I  accordingly 
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remitted  to  Mr.  Brent  the  above  sum,  to  be  debited,  as  your  letter 

indicates,  to  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  if  recovered,     *    *    *    and  if 

not,  to  the  appropriation  for  prosecuting  the  claim  of  the  United 

States  to  the  said  legacy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 

servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State, 


John  Forsyth  to  Richard  Rush, 

Department  of  State,  December  ^,  18S7. 
Sir:  Your  dispatches  to  No.  17,  inclusive,  have  been  received.  In 
compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  27th  of 
October  last,  and  subsequently  urged  in  your  private  letter  of  the  31st 
of  the  same  month,  I  transmit  to  you,  inclosed,  a  new  power  from  the 
President  to  provide  for  the  contingency,  which  you  think  probable, 
of  such  instrument  being  demanded  either  by  the  court,  the  attorney- 
general,  or  the  defendant's  counsel. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 
Richard  Rush,  Esq.,  etc. 


Richard  Riuth  t^)  John  Forsyth, 

London,  January  30^  1838, 

Sir:  I  had  yesterday  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  27th 
December,  inclosing  the  President's  renewal  of  my  power  to  prosecute 
the  Smithsonian  claim,  and  receive  the  money  for  the  United  States 
whenever  the  same  may  be  adjudged.  It  remains  uncertain,  as  inti- 
mated in  my  communication  of  the  27th  of  October,  whether  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  new  power  will  be  eventually^  demanded;  but  even  if  not, 
1  trust  the  President  will  think  it  has  been  erring  on  the  safe  side, 
after  what  passed,  to  have  it  in  my  possession. 

After  my  letter  of  the  16th  of  December,  I  had  fully  hoped  that  the 
evidence  of  which  it  makes  mention  would  have  been  obtained  from 
France  before  this  time;  but  it  seems  that  the  French  attorneys,  who 
were  written  to  upon  the  subject  by  our  solicitors,  mistook  some  of 
their  instructions  at  first,  which  led  to  delay.  They  are  now  in  expec- 
tation of  receiving  it  daily. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secfretai^  of  State, 
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Ricluird  Rush,  to  Clarke^  Fyniuore  cfc?  Fladgata. 

February  3,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I  understood,  when  with  you  on  Wednesday,  that  the 
evidence  obtained  from  France  would  not,  in  your  opinion,  be  found 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  master's  report  embracing  an  allowance  in 
Madame  de  la  Batut's  favor  of  about  £150  a  year  during  her  life,  with 
some  arrearages  calculated  on  that  basis;  and  the  evidence,  as  you 
exhibited  and  otherwise  made  it  known  to  me,  certainly  led  my  mind 
to  the  same  conclusion. 

You  added  that,  by  sending  out  a  commission  from  the  court  of  chan- 
cery to  Paris  (a  process  not  yet  resorted  to),  you  thought  that  evidence 
might  still  be  obtained  to  defeat  her  claim;  on  which  subject  I  should 
be  glad  to  receive  answers  to  the  following  inquiries,  as  far  as  in  your 
power  to  give  them  to  me: 

First.  What  would  be  the  probable  expense  of  that  process? 

Second.  How  long  before  its  full  execution  and  return  might  be 
expected  ? 

Third.  Assmiiing  that  the  e\ndenc^.,  when  so  obtained,  struck  your 
minds,  our  counsel's,  and  my  own,  as  sufficient  to  defeat  the  claim, 
yet  as  it  might  not  happen  that  the  legal  advisers  of  Madame  de  la 
Batut  would  take  the  same  view  of  it,  and  thence  contest  its  validity 
before  the  court,  what  further  delays  might  such  a  turn  in  the  case  be 
likely,  under  all  the  circumstances,  to  lead  to? 

As  1  have  so  repeatedly  made  known  to  you  my  desire  for  the  speed- 

ie*jt  decision  of  the  case  that  may  be  practicable  consistently  with  justice 

to  the  United  States,  I  make  no  apology  for  asking  a  reply  to  the^e 

inquiries  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be  convenient. 

I  remain,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Messi-s.  Clakke,  Fynmore  &  Flaixiate. 


Clarke^  FyniHorr  cf?  hhuhjate  to  Ricluird  Riu<h, 

48  Craven  street,  Strand, 

Fefrruary  S,  ISSS. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
3d  instant,  containing  cerbiin  queries  touching  the  metusures  which 
may  be  adopted  in  respect  of  the  chiim  of  Madame  de  la  Batut. 

In  reply,  we  beg  to  state,  that,  so  long  as  proceedings  in  the  English 
court  of  chancery  are  conducted  jus  amicable  suits,  when  both  parties 
unite  in  a  wish  to  obtain  the  diro<:tion  of  the  court,  without  unnt^ces- 
sary  delay,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  groat  difficulty  to  calculate  their  prob- 
able duration;  but  circumstances  sometimes  arise,  even  in  such  suit.s, 
that  prove   the  calculations  fallacious.     When  once,  however,  a  suit 
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ceases  to  be  so  conducted,  and  parties  come  in  whose  interest  it  is  to 
throw  impediments  in  the  way  of  a  decision,  any  calculation  as  to 
either  delay  or  expense  must  be  a  matter  of  little  better  than  guess. 
So  many  unforeseen  points  may  arise,  and  the  practice  of  the  courts 
affords  such  facilities  for  a  hostile  party  to  obstruct  the  course  of  jus- 
tice, that  the  most  experienced  lawyers  hesitate  before  they  attempt 
to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  subject.  If  in  the  present  case  Madame 
de  la  Batut's  claim  be  further  resisted,  the  suit  will  become  one  to 
which  these  observations  apply;  or  Madame  de  la  Batut  might  perhaps 
abandon  the  claim  now  brought  in,  and  tiy  to  impede  us  by  filing  an 
original  bill  for  its  establishment.  We  do  not  think  this  likely,  but 
it  is  not  impossible. 

Having  said  thus  much,  we  will  proceed  to  answer  the  queries. 

We  think  that  within  three  months  evidence  might  be  obtained  of 
the  facts  necessary  to  defeat  Madame  de  la  Batut's  claim,  and  that 
such  evidence  might  be  procured  either  by  sending  over  a  commission 
to  Paris,  for  the  examination  of  witnesses,  or  by  bringing  interroga- 
tories into  the  master's  office  for  the  personal  examination  of  Madame 
de  la  Batut  and  her  husband.  We  now  know  so  much  of  the  case  that 
Madame  de  la  Batut  would  hardly  venture  to  deny  any  of  the  neces- 
sary facts;  but  this  is  not  quite  certain. 

We  think  that  the  expense  of  a  commission  to  examine  witnesses 
would  not  exceed  £150.  The  expense  of  interrogatories  for  the 
examination  of  Madame  de  la  Batut  would  be  trifling;  probably  £30 
or  £40. 

Assuming  that  the  requisite  evidence  were  obtained,  we  are  inclined 
to  think  that,  notwithstanding  Madame  de  la  Batut's  resistance,  the 
suit  might  be  wound  up  before  the  rising  of  the  couiii  for  the  long 
vac^ation;  but,  after  the  obseiTations  we  have  thought  it  our  duty  to 
nmke  in  the  early  part  of  this  letter,  you  will  be  able  to  judge  how  far 
this  opinion  can  be  relied  on. 

You  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  decision  of  the  master  is  not  final. 
Exceptions  may  be  taken  to  his  report  and  argued  before  the  court; 
and  even  an  appeal  may  be  brought  against  the  decision  of  the  vice- 
chancellor,  or  master  of  the  rolls,  and  the  cause  might  be  taken  to  the 
House  of  Lords.  The  delay  under  such  circumstances  would  be  very 
great. 

Wo  are  your  very  faithful  and  obedient  servants, 

Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladoate. 

RiGiiARD  Rush,  Esq. 


Richard  Rush  to  Cla/rke^  Fyniiwre  cfe  Fladgate, 

Febuuarv  9,  1838. 
Gentlkmen:  Your  communication  of  yesterday's  date  was  received, 
and  is  satisfactory  by  its  fullness  and  candor. 
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Under  its  representations,  I  determine  not  to  seek  further  evident^, 
by  a  commission  to  Paris  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of  further 
reducing  the  claim  of  Madame  de  la  Batut. 

Let  the  master's  report  in  this  re^spect  be,  therefore,  made  in  the 
state  I  understood  it  to  have  been  settled  by  him;  and,  now  that  I 
take  this  determination,  I  trust  that  it  will  be  made  at  a  very  early 
day. 

I  need  scarcely  reiterate  to  you  my  most  earne^st  wishes  for  a  speedy 
decision  of  the  case,  or  my  insti*uctions  that  you  w^ill  urge  it  on  with 
all  the  expedition  in  your  power. 

In  the  hope  that  the  decision  will  be  in  all  things  favorable,  as  well 
as  speed3%  I  remain  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore  &  FiiADOATE. 


Richard  liicsh  to  John  Fort^yth. 

London,  Vehnuiry  12^  1838. 

Sir:  The  day  after  my  last  numl>er  was  sent  off,  I  received  informa- 
tion from  the  solicitors  that  some  of  the  evidence  expected  from 
France  had  arrived,  but  that  it  was  not  of  validity  to  repel  the  claim 
of  Madame  de  la  Batut.  From  as  much,  however,  as  it  disclosed,  they 
pronounced  a  strong  opinion  that  if  a  formal  commission  issued  from 
the  court,  evidence  might  finally  be  had  that  would  defeat  it. 

On  fully  weighing  what  they  said,  I  wrote  them  a  note  on  the  3d 
instant,  requesting  answers  to  the  following  inquiries: 

1.  What  would  be  the  probable  expense  of  a  commission  < 

2.  How  much  time  would  be  required  for  its  execution  and  return? 

3.  Supposing  the  evidence  obtained  under  it  to  be  suflScient  in  their 
opinion,  our  counsel's,  and  my  own,  to  defeat  the  claim;  yet,  as  the 
legal  advisers  of  Madame  de  la  Batut  might  not  take  the  same  view  of 
it,  and  thence  conte^st  it,  what  further  delays  might  such  a  turn  in  the 
case  become  the  means  of  producing?     (I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  note.) 

I  received  an  answer  from  them  dated  the  8th,  a  copy  of  which  is 
also  in(*losed. 

Referring  specifically  to  my  inquiries,  it  will  be  seen — 

1.  That  they  estimate  the  expense  of  a  commission  at  £150. 

2.  That  they  think  it  might  be  executed  and  returned  within  three 
months. 

3.  That,  assuming  the  requisite  evidence  to  be  obtained,  they  incline 
to  think  the  suit  might  be  wound  up  before  the  rising  of  the  court  for 
the  long  vacation  (which  means  in  August  next);  but  after  the  intro- 
ductory observations  of  their  note,  which  advert  to  the  uncertainty  of 
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all  previous  calculations  as  to  the  duration  of  suits  in  chancery,  they 
leave  me  to  judge  how  far  this  opinion  of  theirs  is  to  be  relied  upon; 
and  the}'  conclude  with  an  intimation  that  the  case  might,  in  the  end, 
be  taken  before  the  House  of  Lords  on  appeal;  in  which  event  the 
delay,  they  add,  would  be  "very  great." 

I  have  determined,  under  these  circumstances,  not  to  seek  further 
evidence  by  a  commission  to  France  or  otherwise  for  defeating  the 
claim,  and  accordingly  wrote  to  them,  on  the  9th  instant,  to  proceed 
with  all  expedition  in  bringing  the  suit  to  a  close  without  it.  A  copy 
of  this  note  is  also  inclosed.  As  to  bringing  interrogatories  into  the 
master's  office  for  the  personal  examination  of  Madame  de  la  Batut 
and  her  husband,  as  adverted  to  in  the  answer  from  the  solicitors,  I 
say  nothing  of  the  objections  to  that  mode  of  getting  at  more  evidence, 
the  solicitors  themselves  forestalling  me  by  an  admission  that  they 
could  not  be  certain  of  its  success. 

I  hope  that  the  determination  to  which  I  have  come  will  be  approved 
as  judicious.  This  claim  has  been  already,  by  full  scrutiny  and  resist- 
ance, greatly  cut  down  from  its  original  injustice  and  extravagance,  as 
a  reference  to  my  No.  12  of  the  24th  of  last  June  will  show.  That  it 
might  be  wholly  defeated  by  going  on  to  pursue  measures  within  our 
power,  I  incline  to  believe.  The  solicitors  tell  me  that  they  think  so 
decidedly,  and  their  letter  is  to  the  same  effect.  But  it  is  now  neces- 
saiy  to  balance  the  advantage  to  be  gained  by  doing  so  against  the 
time  and  money  it  would  cost.  The  report  in  favor  of  the  claimant, 
as  the  master  has  determined  to  make  it  in  the  state  of  the  evidence  as 
now  before  him,  will  not,  by  the  information  I  have  received  and  here- 
tofore conmiunicated,  be  likely  to  exceed  £160  a  year,  payable  during 
her  life;  to  which  will  have  to  be  added  a  few  years  of  arrears,  calcu- 
lated on  the  basis  of  whatever  may  be  the  precise  amount  of  the  annu- 
ity allowed.  The  claimant,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  about  sixty  years 
old.  Hence,  supposing  that  measures  necessary  for  the  total  defeat  of 
her  claim  occupied  only  another  twelvemonth,  it  seems  probable  that 
the  very  cost  of  the  agency  for  going  on  with  them,  added  to  all  unfore- 
seen legal  fees  and  expenses,  might  prove  more  than  the  annuity  is 
worth.  That  the  suit  would  be  lengthened  out  another  twelvemonth 
by  going  into  the  measures  in  question  can  scarcely,  I  think,  be  deemed 
a  strained  inference  from  all  that  the  solicitors  say  in  their  letter,  not 
to  dwell  upon  contingencies  coming  within  its  scope  that  might  make 
the  time  longer.  Should  the  suit  reach  the  House  of  Lords,  for  exam- 
ple, by  appeal,  it  would  not  be  easy  to  assign  a  limit  to  its  duration. 

I  trust,  therefore,  it  will  be  thought  that  I  exercise  a  proper  discre- 
tion as  representing  the  interests  of  the  United  States  in  determin- 
ing not  to  expose  myself  to  any  of  these  hazards  and  new  ones  that 
might  even  chance  to  spring  out  of  them  iis  time  was  opened  for  their 
operation.     It  seems  to  me,  conclusively,  that  I  should  henceforth 
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nither  strive  to  obtain  a  diH*ision  of  thoir  suit  as  s|HM»(lily  as  po^!l8ible, 
regardless  of  the  small  and  temporary  diminution  of  the  fund,  should 
it  be  finall}'^  adjudge<l  in  their  favor,  which  the  foregoing  payments  to 
Madame  de  la  Batut  would  CK^casion.  Opposition  has  l^een  eflPct^tively 
made  to  the  claim  up  to  the  point,  it  is  Iwlieved,  that  duty  enjoined 
and  prudence  would  .sanction;  to  go  farther  seems  not  reconcilable 
with  the  latter,  under  the  certain  and  (contingent  delays  and  dangers  I 
set  forth. 

The  oct?a.sion  may  be  a  fit  one  for  nuuarking  that  when  this  claim 
first  assumed  a  vexatious  aspect  last  sunnncj-,  my  immediati'.  wish  and 
suggestions  were  to  get  a  decree  in  favor  of  the  United  States  for  the 
general  fund,  leaving  such  fmctional  portion  of  it  sub  judice  as  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  claim  if  established;  thus  cutting 
short  delay  from  this  source  by  which  this  agency  might  have  had  the 
chance  to  be  closed  the  sooner,  and  th(^  })ulk  of  the  fund  scxHinnl  to  the 
United  States  at  the  earliest  iK)ssible  day.  The  last  1  hold  an  object 
of  pressing  importance,  encompassed,  a.s  all  lawsuits  more  or  less  are 
(to  say  nothing  of  the  jx^culiar  nature  of  this),  by  hidden  risks.  But 
it  was  part  of  the  vexation  of  the  claim  that  our  legal  advLsei's  found 
the  course  1  desired  to  pursue  impracticable  for  the  reason  mentioned 
in  the  lettcM*  of  the  solicitors  of  the  22<1  of  July,  a  copy  of  which  was 
forwarded  with  my  No.  15  on  the  19th  of  August. 

Now  that  this  obstruction  is  remov(?d  fi'om  my  path  by  the  determi- 
nation I  have  taken  in  regard  to  it,  I  indulge  the  hope  that  no  new  one 
will  be  thrown  across  it;  and  can  only  repeat  the  assumnce  that  noth- 
ing within  my  power  shall  be  left  undone  toward  accelerating  the 
suit,  anxiously  desiring,  on  all  pul)lic  and  personal  ac<^ounts  (if  I  may 
speak  in  the  latter  sense),  to  see  it  terminated. 

In  the  continued  hope  that  the  decision  when  it  comes  may  be  favor- 
able, I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  3^our  oljedient 
servant, 

Ru'iiARi)  Rush. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

^Sacrt'tnry  of  !<tiitt\ 


IS.  JYema7it^m  to  J(thn  Forsyth. 

TrKASURY    DErARTMENT, 

Fifth  Auditor's  Office, 

March  U,  1838. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  morning,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  made  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  July  1,  is:3r»,  for  the  expenses  of  prose<ruting  the  claim 
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of  the  United  State.s  to  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  was  remitted  to  their 
bankei*s  in  London,  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month — $10,000. 

Of  which  sum  the  said  bankers  have  paid  to  the  order  of  Richani  Rush, 
the  agent  appointed  under  that  act,  from  August  1 ,  1836,  to  December 

31,  laST $8,493.11 

AppHeii  as  follows,  viz: 

Agent's  salary  for  one  year,  ending  July  31,  1837 $3, 000. 00 

Personal  and  other  expenses  (excepting  law  expenses)  same 
period 2,000.00 

Paid  Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate,  solicitors,  at  London,  for 
various  professional  services  in  relation  to  the  legacy 889. 77 

Cre<iited  to  Mr.  Rush  on  accounts  rendered  by  him  . . 5, 889. 77 

At  the  above  rates  of  salary  and  expenses,  the  agent  will  be 
entitleil  to  creilit  up  to  December  31,  1837,  exclusive  of  law 

expenses  for  one-half  year,  ending  with  that  date 2, 500. 00 

8,389.77 

Leaving  a  balance,  to  be  accounted  for  by  him,  of 103. 34 

The  balance  remaining  unexpended  by  the  bankers,  of  the  appro- 
priation in  question,  on  the  Slst  of  December  last,  was,  as  will  be 
perceived  from  the  above  statement,  $1,506.89. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  Pleasanton, 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Richard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  March  ^8^  1838. 

Sir:  Since  the  date  of  my  last  letter,  the  report  of  the  master  has 
been  duly  made,  and  yesterday  it  was  confirmed. 

This  is  a  step  forward  in  the  case  which  I  am  at  length  happy  to 
announce.  It  is  second  in  importance  only  to  the  decree  of  the  court 
on  the  whole  merits,  and  has  laid  the  best  foundation  for  speedily 
obtaining  that  decree. 

The  precise  sum  that  the  report  allows  to  Madame  de  la  Batut  is 
£150  9s.,  to  be  paid  to  her  annually  during  her  life,  with  a  payment  of 
arrears,  to  be  calculated  on  this  basis,  from  some  period  in  1834;  the 
exact  date  of  which  I  have  not  at  this  moment,  but  will  mention  when 
1  next  write. 

The  court  takes  a  recess  next  week  for  the  Easter  holidays;  these 
will  last  until  the  17th  or  20th  of  April.  The  case  will  be  set  down 
for  another  hearing  before  the  court  at  as  early  a  day  as  I  can  com- 
mand after  it  reassembles.  A  decree,  I  am  informed,  will  be  pro- 
H.  Doc.  732 4 
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DOUDced  after  this  hearing  on  all  the  facts  as  settled  b}'^  the  master — 
a  favorable  one,  as  I  hope,  for  the  United  States. 

By  the  determination  I  took  respecting  the  claim  of  Madame  de  la 
Batut,  as  announced  in  my  last,  her  professional  advisers,  knowing 
that  she  can  now  get  no  more  than  the  report  allows  her,  are  interested 
in  cooperating  with  me  towards  a  prompt  decision,  instead  of  resort- 
ing to  adverse  proceedings  to  prolong  or  thwart  it — a  course  which 
they  have  been  more  or  less  pursuing  hitherto. 

On  better  grounds  than  ever  I  think  I  may,  therefore,  flatter  myself 
that  the  case  approaches  its  conclusion;  and  I  will  only  add  that  its 
remaining  stages  shall  be  watched  by  me  with  a  care  proportioned  to 
the  auspicious  results  that  I  believe  to  be  near  at  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to    remain,  with  great  respect,  your    obedient 

servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Riclmrd  Rush  to  John  Forsyth, 

London,  April  ^^,  1SS8, 

Sir:  The  court  reassembled  last  week,  since  which  I  have  been 
doing  all  that  is  practicable,  by  personal  calls  upon  the  solicitors  and 
otherwise,  to  urge  on  the  case,  and  shall  continue  this  course. 

Judging  by  all  they  say  to  me,  and  my  own  knowledge  of  the  pres- 
ent situation  of  the  case,  I  have  a  confident  and,  I  trust,  well-founded 
belief  that  May  will  not  elapse  without  its  being  brought  to  a  hearing. 

Referring  to  my  No.  22,  I  now  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  22d  of 
September,  1834,  is  the  date  from  which  the  annuity  allowed  by  the 
master's  report  to  Madame  de  la  Batut  was  to  commence;  and  that  the 
arrears  to  be  paid  to  her,  in  the  event  of  a  decision  in  favor  of  the 
United  States,  were  to  be  computed  from  that  time  to  the  22d  of 
March  last.  This  makes  three  years  and  six  months,  so  that  the  sum 
due  on  an  annuity  of  £150  9s.  would  be  £526  lis.  6d. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Richard  Rush  t-o  John  Forsyth. 

London,  May  3,  1838. 

Sir:  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  confidence  expressed  in  my  last  that 

a  hearing  of  the  case  was  near  at  hand  has  been  justified,  even  sooner 

than  I  expected,  for  it  was  heard  on  the  Ist  of  this  month,  and  I  am 

now  to  have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  the  nature  of  the  hearing. 
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Mr.  Pemberton,  our  leading  counsel,  rose,  and  after  recapitulating 
the  general  nature  of  the  case,  as  formerly  heard  by  the  court,  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  the  reference  to  the  master  as  ordered  by  the 
decree  in  February,  1837,  had  duly  taken  place,  and  that  all  the  requi- 
site evidence  had  been  obtained  in  England  and  from  Italy  and  France, 
as  to  the  facts  on  the  happening  of  which  the  United  States  were  to 
become  entitled  to  the  fund  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Smithson  for  the  pur- 
pose mentioned  in  his  will.  These  facts  I  need  not  here  repeat,  being 
already  set  forth  specially  in  my  No.  9,  of  the  25th  of  March,  1837. 

Overlooking  a  volume  of  matter  merely  technical  in  the  evidence 
and  report,  or  now  become  immaterial  to  the  main  points,  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  say  that  it  was  satisfactorily  established  by  the  former 
that  Henry  James  Hungerford,  named  in  the  pleadings,  was  dead; 
that  he  died  at  Pisa,  in  the  summer  of  1835;  that  he  was  not  married 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  nor  at  any  time;  and  that  he  died  childless. 
It  was  not  found  how  old  he  was  at  the  time  of  his  death;  nor  is  that 
material  to  any  of  the  issues.  As  to  John  Fitall,  it  was  found  that  he 
died  in  London  in  June,  1834;  and  as  to  Madame  de  la  Batut,  the 
mother  of  Henry  James  Hungerford,  the  master,  on  the  evidence 
before  him,  found  her  to  have  a  claim  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Smithson 
to  the  amount  of  £150  9s.  a  year,  payable  as  long  as  she  lives,  and  for 
the  arrears  of  this  annual  allowance  from  the  22d  of  September,  1834, 
to  the  23d  of  last  March. 

The  establishment  of  all  the  foregoing  facts  will  be  found  to  meet 
the  essential  inquiries  to  which  the  master's  attention  was  directed  by 
the  court's  first  decree,  as  repoi"ted  in  my  No.  9.  Mr.  Smithson's  will 
having  provided,  among  other  things,  that  on  the  death  of  his  nephew, 
Henry  James  Hungerford,  ''without  leaving  child  or  children,"  the 
whole  of  his  property  should  go  to  the  United  States;  and  this  primary 
fact  being  now  incontestably  established  in  due  and  legal  form  under 
the  authority  of  the  court,  and  all  other  proof  required  by  the  plead- 
ings obtained,  Mr.  Pemberton  asked  for  a  decree  declaring  the  United 
States  entitled  to  the  property.  The  representative  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  who  was  present  in  court,  said  that  he  believed  everything 
had  been  established,  as  stated,  and  that  the  rules  relating  to  public 
charities,  as  applicable  to  this  case,  calling  for  no  objection  on  the  part 
of  the  Crown,  none  would  be  interposed — a  courae  that  falls  in  with 
what  was  said  by  the  same  officer  on  the  occasion  of  the  first  decree, 
as  reported  in  my  No.  7. 

The  counsel  of  the  defendants.  Messieurs  Drummond,  agreed  also  to 
what  was  stated,  and  had  nothing  to  allege  in  opposition  to  the  claim 
of  the  United  States. 

The  counsel  of  Madame  de  la  Batut  were  also  content;  the  course  I 
took,  as  made  known  in  my  No.  21,  having  put  an  end  to  opposition 
from  that  quarter. 

All  essential  facts  being  at  length  fully  and  formally  e>)tabtished,  and 
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opposition  from  all  quarters  quieted  by  the  measures  I  have  directed, 
there  seemed  no  reason  wh}'^  a  decree  in  favor  of  the  United  States 
should  not  at  once  be  pronounced;  but  Mr.  Pemterton  having  stated 
that,  in  the  end,  a  petition  would  have  to  be  present(*.d  for  a  tmnsfer  of 
the  fund  to  me,  as  representing  the  United  States,  the  master  of  the 
rolls  said  that  he  would  pause  upon  his  final  decision  until  that  petition 
was  presentexi. 

It  is  thus  that  the  wise  now  stands.  It  will  come  on  again  one  day 
next  week,  and  I  have  every  ground  for  Ixjlieving  that  my  next  com- 
munication will  inform  you  of  a  decree  having  passed  declaring  the 
United  States  entitled  to  the  fund. 

Should  the  forms  of  chancery  require  any  authentication  of  my 
power  to  receive  the  fund  that  Mr.  Stevenson  can  give,  he  will  be 
ready  at  any  moment  to  give  it,  as  he  has  assured  me;  and  should  his 
important  aid  be  otherwise  needed  in  any  way  before  the  suit  is  closed, 
I  shall  not  scruples  to  call  upon  him,  knowing  how  zealously  he  would 
afford  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  o}>edient  servant, 

KiGHAKD  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Foksytii, 

SeiTt'tainj  of  SUdf. 

Rlchnrd  Rn^h.  to  John  Kornyth, 

London,  May  12^  1S38. 

Sir:  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  announcing  to  you,  for  the  Presi- 
dent's information,  that  the  case  came  on  to  be  heard  again  on  the 
9th  instant,  when  a  decree  was  solemnly  pronounced  adjudging  the 
Smithsonian  bequest  to  the  United  States. 

Both  my  powers  had  ])eeu  previously  lodged  with  the  court,  not 
one  only,  as  stilted  in  newspaper  reports  of  the  case,  and  no  question 
was  raised  as  to  my  full  authority  to  receive  the  money  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  without  calling  for  any  further  authentication  of 
my  powers. 

The  suit  is  therefore  ended  without  fear  of  more  delays,  nothing 
but  a  few  forms  remaining  to  put  me  in  actual  possession  of  the  fund. 
These,  I  have  the  hope,  may  be  completed  within  the  present  month. 

The  fund  is  invested  in  the  stocks  of  this  countrv,  of  which  I  shall 
in  due  time  have  an  exact  account.  The  largest  portion  is  in  the 
3  per  cent  annuities.  The  entire  aggregate  amounts  to  fully  £100,000, 
and  this,  according  to  my  present  information,  exclusive  of  about 
£6,000  to  be  reserved  by  the  court  to  meet  the  annual  charge  in  favor 
of  Madame  la  Batut  during  her  life,  the  sum  producing  it  to  revert  to 
the  United  States  when  she  dies. 

As  soon  as  the  decree  is  formally  made  up,  the  accountant  general  of 
the  court  will  transfer  all  the  stock  to  me,  luider  itM  sanction,  except 
the  small  sum  to  be  re-served  as  above. 
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Having  no  special  instructions  as  to  what  1  am  to  do  with  it,  my 
present  intention  is  to  sell  the  whole  at  the  best  time  and  for  the  best 
prices  to  be  conmianded,  and  bring  it  over  in  gold  for  delivery  to  thp 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  fulfillment  of  the  trust  with  which 
I  am  charged.  But  I  will  reflect  further  upon  the  mode  of  bringing  it 
home,  and  adopt  that  which,  under  all  circumstances,  may  seem  }>est. 

The  result  I  announce  will,  I  trust,  justify,  in  the  President's  eyes, 
the  determination  I  took  to  let  the  allowance  made  to  Madame  la  Batut 
by  the  master's  report  stand  without  attempting  to  overset  it,  whatever 
might  have  been  the  prospect  or  assurance  of  ultimate  success.  The 
longer  the  suit  lasted  the  greater  were  the  risks  to  which  it  was  exposed. 
A  large  siun  of  money — the  whole  mentioned  above — was  to  go  out  of 
the  kingdom  unless  an  heir  could  be  found  to  a  wandering  young 
Englishman,  who  had  died  in  Italy  at  eight  or  nine  and  twent}^*  and 
whose  mother,  never  lawfully  married,  still  lives  in  Fran(!e.  Here 
was  basis  enough  for  the  artful  and  dishonest  to  fabricate  stories  of 
heirship  on  allegations  of  this  young  Englishman  having  been  married. 
That  fact  assumed,  the  main  stumbling-block  to  their  devices  would 
have  disappeared.  Fabrications  to  this  effect  might  have  been  made 
to  wear  the  semblance  of  truth  by  offers  in  the  market  of  perjuiy  of 
Italy,  France,  and  England — incidents  like  these  being  familiar  to  his- 
tory, whether  we  take  public  annals  or  those  of  families;  and  although 
the  combinations,  however  craftily  set  on  foot,  might  have  been 
defeated  in  the  end,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  time  and  expense  would 
have  been  required  to  defeat  them.  The  possibility  of  their  being 
formed  (never  to  be  regarded  as  very  remote  while  the  suit  remained 
open)  made  it  my  first  anxiety,  as  it  was  always  my  first  duty  to  have 
it  decided  as  soon  as  possible  and  to  take  care  even  that  it  moved  on 
during  its  pendency  with  no  more  of  publicity  to  its  peculiar  circum- 
stiinces  than  could  be  avoided.  I  trust  that  both  these  feelings  have 
been  discernible  in  the  general  current  of  my  letters  to  .vou,  reporting 
all  the  steps  I  have  taken  in  it  from  my  first  arrival. 

Need  I  add,  as  a  further  incentive  to  dispatch,  had  further  been 
wanting,  that  events  bearing  unfavorably  upon  the  public  affairs  of 
this  country,  above  all  upon  the  harmony  or  stability  of  its  foreign 
relations,  would  not  have  failed  to  operate  inauspiciously  upon  the 
suit,  if  in  nothing  else,  by  causing  stocks  to  fall.  They  did  begin  to 
fall  on  the  first  news  of  the  rebellion  in  Canada,  not  recovering  until 
the  accounts  of  its  suppression  arrived.  The  case  is  now  beyond  the 
reach  of  accident,  whether  from  political  causes  or  others  inherent 
in  its  nature;  and  that  its  final  decision  thus  early  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  course  adopted  in  February,  I  am  no  longer  pennitted  to 
doubt.  Early  may  at  first  seem  a  word  little  applicable,  after  one 
entire  year  and  the  best  part  of  a  second  have  })een  devoted  to  getting 

^  Believed  to  be  the  age  of  Henry  Jaiiu^H  llungerfonl,  though  not  found  in  the 
master's  report. 
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the  decision;  but  when  the  proverbial  delays  of  chancery  are  c<>n8id- 
ered  (and  they  could  hardly  have  become  a  proverb  without  some 
foundation),  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  thought  wholly  out  of  place. 
Although  neither  the  counsel  nor  solicitors  gave  their  previous  advice 
to  the  course,  it  being  a  point  of  conduct  for  my  decision  rather  than 
of  law  for  theirs,  it  is  yet  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state  that  they 
approved  it  afterwards.  They  regarded  it  as  best  consulting  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  on  every  broad  view  of  a  case  where  a  great 
moral  object,  higher  than  the  pecuniary  one,  was  at  stake,  enhancing 
the  motives  for  rescuing  it,  at  the  earliest  fit  moment,  from  all  the 
unavoidable  risks  and  uncertainties  of  the  future.  A  fortnight  has 
not  elapsed  since  it  was  said  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  an  able 
member  that  "a  chancery  suit  was  a  thing  that  might  begin  with  a 
inan\s  life  and  its  termination  be  his  epitaph." 

On  the  whole,  I  ask  leave  to  congratulate  the  President  and  your- 
self on  the  result.  A  suit  of  higher  interest  and  dignity  has  rarely, 
perhaps,  been  before  the  tribunals  of  a  nation.  If  the  trust  created 
by  the  testator's  will  be  successfully  carried  into  effect  by  the  enlight- 
ened legislation  of  Congress,  benefits  may  flow  to  the  United  States 
and  to  the  human  family  not  easy  to  be  estimated,  because  operating 
silently  and  gradually  throughout  time,  yet  operating  not  the  less 
effectually.  Not  to  speak  of  the  inappreciable  value  of  letters  to  indi- 
vidual and  social  man,  the  monuments  which  they  raise  to  a  nation's 
glory  often  last  when  others  perLsh,  and  seem  especially  appropriate 
to  the  glory  of  a  republic  whose  foundations  are  laid  in  the  presumed 
intelligence  of  its  citizens,  and  can  only  be  strengthened  and  per- 
petuated as  that  improves.  May  I  also  claim  to  share  in  the  pleasure 
that  attends  on  relieved  anxiety  now  that  the  suit  is  ended? 

I  have  made  inquiries  from  time  to  time  in  the  hope  of  finding  out 
something  of  the  man,  personally  a  stranger  to  our  people,  who  has 
sought  to  benefit  distant  ages  by  founding,  in  the  capital  of  the  Ameri- 
can Union,  an  institution  (to  describe  it  in  his  own  simple  and  com- 
prehensive language)  "  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men."  I  have  not  heard  a  great  deal.  What  I  have  heard  and 
may  confide  in  amounts  to  this:  That  he  was,  in  fact,  the  natural  son  of 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland;  that  his  mother  was  a  Mrs.  Macie,^  of 


'  IIiM  mother  wa.s  Elizabeth  Ilungerford  Keate  Macie,  being  at  the  time  of  his  birth, 
j  in  1765,  the  widow  of  James  Macie,  a  country  gentleman  of  an  old  family  resident 
'  at  Weston,  near  Bath.  She  was  of  the  Hungt^rfords  of  Stuciley,  a  great  grandniece 
of  Charles,  Duke  of  Somerset,  through  whom  she  was  lineally  descended  from 
Henry  the  Seventh,  and  was  cousin  of  that  EHzal^eth  Pertry  who  married  Hugh 
Smithson  (who  later  became  Duke  of  Northumberland,  and  by  a<'t  of  Parliament 
to<jk  tht!  name  of  Percy) . 

She  inherited  the  projKjrty  of  the  Hungerfords  of  Studley  in  176(),  on  the  death 
of  her  brrjther,  Lumley  Hungerford  Keate.  a  matter  of  interest  as  indicating  the 
proluible  source  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  SmitliHon  lxH|uest.  (S.  P.  I^ngley, 
Tlu*  Smithsonian  Institution,  1846-1896,  History  of  its  First  Half  Century,  1897.) 
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an  ancient  family  in  Wiltshire  of  the  name  of  Hungerford;  that  he  was 
educated  at  Oxford,  whei-e  he  took  an  honorary  degree  in  1786;  that 
he  went  under  the  name  of  James  Lewis  Macie  until  a  few  years  after 
he  had  left  the  university,  when  he  took  that  of  Smithson,*  ever  after 
signing  only  James  Smithson,  as  in  his  will;  that  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  had  any  fixed  home,  lived  in  lodgings  when  in  London,  and  occa- 
sionally staying  a  year  or  two  at  a  time  in  cities  on  the  Continent,  as 
Paris,  Berlin,  Florence,  Genoa,  at  which  last  he  died;  and  that  the 
ample  provision  made  for  him  by  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  with 
retired  and  simple  habits,  enabled  him  to  accumulate  the  fortune  which 
now  passes  to  the  United  States.'  I  have  inquired  if  his  political 
opinions  or  bias  were  supposed  to  be  of  a  nature  that  led  him  to 
select  the  United  States  as  the  great  trustee  of  his  enlarged  and 
philanthropic  views.  The  reply  has  been  that  his  opinions,  as  far  as 
known  or  inferred,  were  thought  to  favor  monarchical  rather  than 
popular  institutions;'  but  that  he  interested  himself  little  in  questions 
of  government,  being  devoted  to  science,  and  chiefly  chemistry;  that 

*  It  was  only  under  circumstances  which  showed  that  he  had  no  right  to  the 
name  of  Macie  (which  seems  to  have  first  been  imposed  upon  him  under  circum- 
stances which  left  him  free  to  change  it),  that  he  in  later  life  had  that  of  Smithson, 
to  which  he  had  every  moral  right,  legally  confirmed  to  him.     (S.  P.  Langley,  op.  cit, ) 

'The  property  disposed  of  by  the  will  is  believed  to  have  been  received  chiefly 
from  CJol.  Henry  Louis  Dickinson,  a  son  of  his  mother  by  a  former  marriage, 
though  he  is  known  to  have  received  a  legacy  of  £3,000  from  Dorothy  Percy,  his 
half-sister  on  his  father's  side;  but  unless  through  this,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  there 
is  no  indication  that  any  portion  whatever  of  the  Smithson  bequest  was  derived  from 
the  Northumberland  family.     (S.  P.  Langley,  op.  cU. ) 

'The  Smithsonian  Institution  received  in  1884  abundant  proof  that  Smithson  was 
imbued  with  republican  notions  by  a  letter  he  wrote  at  Paris,  May  9,  1792,  to  his 
friend  Davies  Gilbert,  of  the  Royal  Society,  in  which  he  says: 

**  Well!  things  are  going  on!  pai  ira  is  growing  the  song  of  England,  of  Europe,  as 
well  as  of  France.  Men  of  every  rank  are  joining  in  the  chorus.  Stupidity  and 
guilt  have  had  a  long  reign,  and  it  begins,  indeed,  to  be  time  for  justice  and  common 
sem^e  to  have  their  turn.  ♦  ♦  *  Every  Englishman  I  converse  with,  almost 
every  Englishman  I  see  or  hear  of,  appears  to  be  of  the  democratic  party.  Mr. 
Davis,  high  sheriff  for  Dorsetshire,  left  this  town  to-day  and  take'^>  with  him,  it 
seems,  a  quantity  of  tricolor  ribbon  to  deck  his  men  with  the  French  national  cock- 
ades, and  I  do  not  think  this  example  unworthy  of  imitation  by  those  whose  prin- 
ciples lead  them  to  consider  with  indifference  and  contempt  the  frowns  of  the  court 
party,  to  whom,  doubtless,  the  mixture  of  red,  white,  and  blue  is  an  object  of  horror. 
*  *  *  Mr.  Louis  Bourbon  is  still  at  Paris,  and  the  ofl&ce  of  king  is  not  yet  abol- 
ished, but  they  daily  feel  the  inutility,  or  rather  great  inconvenience,  of  continuing 
it,  and  its  duration  will  probably  not  be  long.  May  other  nations,  at  the  time  of 
their  reforms,  be  wise  enough  to  cast  off,  at  first,  the  contemptible  incumbrance.  I 
consider  a  nation  with  a  king  as  a  man  who  takes  a  lion  as  a  guard-^og — if  he  knocks 
out  his  teeth  he  renders  him  useless,  while  if  he  leaves  the  lion  his  teeth  the  lion 
eats  him. 

"  I  remain,  dear  sir,  youry,  very  sincerely, 

''James  L.  Macib." 

(Smithsonian  Report,  1894.) 
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this  had  introduced  him  to  the  society  of  Cavendish,  Wolloston,  and 
others  advantageously  known  to  the  Royal  Society  in  London,  of 
which  body  he  was  a  member,  and  to  the  archives  of  which  he  made 
contributions;  and  that  he  also  became  acquainted,  through  his  visits 
to  the  Continent,  with  eminent  chemists  in  France,  Italy,  and  Grermany. 
Finally,  that  he  was  a  gentleman  of  feeble  health,  but  always  of  (cour- 
teous though  reserved  manners  and  convereation. 

Such  I  learn  to  have  been  some  of  the  characteristics  of  the  man 
whom  generations  to  come  may  see  cause  to  bless,  and  whose  will  may 
enroll  his  name  with  the  benefactors  of  mankind. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  ol>edient 
servant, 

KicuAHi)  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


<4  A    » 


A. 


In  Chancery,  May  12,  18158. 


Prbbident  op  the  United  States 

V. 

Drummonj). 


•  Order  on  further  (liroctionB. 


AT  TUB  ROLLS, 


-,  Master  of  the  Roll»»— £3  UK— 70. 


Between  the  President  of    the  Unite<l 

States  of  America,  ])laiutiff, 

and 

Charles  Druminond  and  Her  Majesty's 

attorney-general,  defendants. 


Saturday,  the  12th  dav  of  Mav,  in  the 
first  year  of  the  reign  of  Her  Majesty 
Queen  Victoria,  18:^8. 


This  caiwe  coming  on  the  Ist  day  of  Febniary,  1837,  to  bc»  heanl  and  debated  l^efore 
the  right  honcjrahle  the  master  of  the  rolls,  in  the  i)re8ence  of  counsel  learned  on 
Iwth  Hidt»s,  his  lonlship  did  order  that  the  i)laintiff's  bill  should  be  amended  by 
stating  the  act  of  Congress  i>assed  in  the  year  1836;  and  the  said  bill  Ixjing  amended 
in  court  acconliugly,  \\\^)\\  hearing  the  same  acrt  of  Congress,  and  also  the  i)Ower  of 
attorney  granted  to  Richard  Rush,  es<i.,  mentioueil  in  the  said  bill  as  amended,  read, 
his  lordship  did  order  that  it  should  l)e  rt^ferre<l  to  the  master  to  whom  the  cause  of 
Hungerford  v.  Drummond  stood  transferred,  to  carry  on  the  account  directed  by  the 
decree  of  the  15th  day  of  December,  1829;  and  it  was  onlered  that  the  said  master 
should  imiuire  whether  John  Fitall,  in  the  i)leading8  of  this  caiLse  named,  was  living 
or  dead;  and  if  the  said  master  should  find  that  the  said  John  Fitall  was  dead,  then 
it  was  ordertsl  that  he  should  inquire  and  state  when  he  dicMl.  And  it  was  ordered 
that  the  said  master  should  inquire  whether  Henry  James  Hungerford,  in  the  ]»lead- 
ings  also  nanuil,  wjis  living  or  dead;  and  if  the  sai<l  master  shouM  lind  that  the 
said  Henry  James  Ilungerfonl  was  dead,  then  it  was  ordered  tliat  he  should  inquire 
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and  state  when  he  died,  and  whether  he  was  married  or  unmarried  at  the  time  of 
his  decease;  and  if  married,  whether  he  left  any,  and  what,  children  or  child  him  sur- 
viving; and  the  said  master  was  to  inquire  and  state  the  ages  of  such  children,  respec- 
tively, if  more  than  one.  And  it  was  ordered  that  the  said  master  should  inquire 
and  state  to  the  court  whether  Madame  de  la  Batut  had  any  claim  on  the  said  testa- 
tor Smithson's  estate;  and  for  the  better  discovery  of  the  matters  aforesaid  the  usual 
directions  were  given,  and  his  lordship  did  reserve  the  consideration  of  all  further 
directions*  and  of  the  costs  of  this  suit  until  after  the  said  master  should  have  made 
his  report.  That  in  pursuance  of  the  said  decree  the  said  master  made  his  report, 
dated  the  23d  day  of  March,  1838,  which  stands  absolutely  confirmed  by  an  order 
dated  the  27th  day  of  March,  1838,  and  thereby  certified  he  found  that  the  sum  of 
fifty-three  pounds  seven  shillings  sixpence  was  justly  due  and  owing  to  Messrs.  Thomas 
Clark  &  Co.,  the  solicitors  for  the  defendant  Charles  Drummond,  from  the  estate  of 
the  said  testator,  and  he  found  that  the  said  John  Fitall  was  dead,  and  that  he  died 
at  Bush  House,  Wanstead,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  on  the  14th  day  of  June,  1834;  and 
he  found  that  the  said  Henry  James  Hungerford  assumed  the  name  of  De  la  Batut, 
and  was  known  as  Baron  Eunice  de  la  Batut  and  died  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  called  the 
Donzelle,  situate  at  Pisa,  on  or  about  the  5th  day  of  June,  1835,  without  ever  having  been 
married,  and  without  leaving  any  issue.  And  the  said  master  certified  that  he  was 
of  opinion  and  did  find  that  the  said  Mary  Ann  de  la  Batut,  in  her  right,  was  entitled 
to  a  claim  on  the  estate  of  the  said  testator,  James  Smithson,  for  an  interest  during 
the  life  of  the  said  Mary  Ann  de  la  Batut,  in  a  moiety  of  the  annual  income  or  sum 
of  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-three  livres  de  rentes,  in  the  report  men- 
tioned, amounting  in  value  to  the  annual  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  nine 
shillings  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  calculated  at  the  current  rate 
of  exchange  in  the  city  of  London,  on  the  8th  day  of  March,  1838;  and  he  found 
that  the  income  arising  from  the  said  French  stock  or  fund  called  livres  de  rentes 
was  payable  and  paid  half-yearly  by  the  French  Government  on  or  about  the  22d 
day  of  March  and  the  22d  day  of  September  in  each  year;  and  he  also  found  that 
there  was  due  and  owing  to  the  said  Mary  Ann  de  la  Batut  (or  the  said  Theodore 
de  la  Batut,  in  her  right)  from  the  estate  of  the  said  testator,  James  Smithson,  the 
sum  of  thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  francs  and  seventy-five 
centimes  for  arrears  of  the  said  annuity  from  the  22d  day  of  September,  1834,  to  the 
22d  day  of  March,  1838,  amounting  in  value  to  five  hundred  and  twenty-six  pounds 
eleven  shillings  and  sixpence  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  calculated 
at  the  current  rate  of  exchange  in  the  said  city  of  London  as  aforesaid;  and  he  found 
that  the  annual  income  or  annuity  to  which  the  said  Mary  Ann  de  la  Batut  (or  the 
said  Themiore  de  la  Batut,  in  her  right)  was  entitled  for  her  life  out  of  the  estate  of 
the  said  testator,  James  Smithson,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  and 
nine  shillings  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  as  aforesaid.  And  whereas 
the  above-named  plaintiff  and  Richard  Rush  did,  on  the  3d  day  of  May,  1838,  prefer 
their  petition  unto  the  right  honorable  the  master  of  the  rolls,  setting  forth  as  therein 
set  forth  and  praying  that  the  residue  of  the  several  stocks,  funds  and  securities,  and 
cash,  respectively,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  accountant-general  of  this  court  in 
trust  in  the  cause  of  Hungerford  v.  Drummond  and  in  trust  in  this  cause  which 
should  remain  after  providing  for  and  satisfying  the  annual  and  other  payments 
directed  by  the  will  of  the  said  testator  and  the  costs  and  charges  to  which  the  estate 
of  the  said  testator  had  been  rendered  liable  by  virtue  of  the  several  proceedings 
and  measures  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  might  be  respectively  transferred  (the 
amount  thereof  to  be  verified  by  affidavit)  in  the  books  of  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  England  and  paid  to  the  petitioner,  Richard  Rush,  and  that  the  boxon 
and  packages  mentioned  in  the  said  master's  report  might  be  delivered  into  the  cus- 
tody of  the  i)etitioner,  Richard  Rush.  Whereupon  all  parties  concerned  were  ordered 
to  attend  his  lordshij)  on  the  matter  of  the  said  petition  when  this  cause  should  come 
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on  to  be  heard  for  further  directions;  and  this  cauide  coming  on  this  preoent  day  to 
be  heard  before  the  right  honorable  the  mauter  of  the  rolls  for  further  directions  on 
the  said  master's  said  report,  and  as  to  the  measure  of  costs  reserved  in  the  said 
decree,  in  the  presence  of  counsel  learned  on  both  sides:  upon  opening  and  debate 
of  the  measure,  and  hearing  the  said  decree,  the  said  report,  the  said  order  dated  the 
27th  day  of  March,  the  said  petition,  and  the  accountant  general's  certificates  read, 
and  what  was  alleged  by  the  counsel  on  all  sides,  his  lordship  doth  declare  that  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  the  residue  of  the  several  stocks,  and  securities,  and  cash, 
respectively,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  accountant  general  of  this  court,  in  trust  in 
this  cause,  and  also  in  trust  in  a  certain  other  cause  of  Hungerford  against  Drummond, 
in  the  master's  report  mentioned,  and  the  other  property  of  James  Smithson,  the 
testator,  in  the  pleadings  in  this  cause  named,  after  providing  for  the  payment 
hereinafter  directed;  and  it  is  ordered  that  the  sixty-two  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  two  pence  bank  three  pounds  per  cent 
annuities,  twelve  thousand  pounds  reduced  annuities,  and  sixteen  thousand  one 
hundred  pounds  bank  stock,  respectively,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  said  accountant 
general,  in  trust  in  the  cause  of  Hungerford  v.  Drummond,  and  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  pounds  two  shillings  cash  in  the  bank, 
remaining  on  the  credit  of  the  said  cause,  be  respectively  carried  over  in  trust  in  and 
to  the  credit  of  this  cause;  and  the  said  accountant  general  is  to  declare  the  trust  of 
the  said  several  sums  of  stock,  accordingly,  subject  to  the  further  order  of  this  court; 
and  out  of  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds  two 
shillings  cash,  when  so  carried  over,  and  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  four  pounds 
six  shillings  and  eight  pence  cash  in  the  bank,  on  the  credit  of  this  cause,  it  is  ordered 
that  the  sum  of  fifty-three  pounds  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  be  \md  to  Mr. 
Thomas  George  Fynmore;  and  thereout,  alno,  it  is  ordered  that  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty-six  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  six  pence  be  carried  over, 
with  the  privity  of  the  said  accountant  general,  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  this 
cause,  to  an  account  to  be  entitled  "The  account  of  the  annuitant  Mary  Ann 
de  la  Batut;"  and  thereout,  alyo,  it  is  ordered  that  the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds 
be  paid  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fitall  (as  executrix  of  John  Fitall,  deceased) ;  and  it  is 
ordered  that  it  be  referred  to  the  master  to  whom  this  cause  stands  referred,  to 
tax  all  parties  their  costs  of  this  suit,  and  relating  thereto,  projierly  incurred; 
the  costs  of  the  plaintiff,  and  of  the  defendant  Charles  Dnimmond,  to  be  taxed 
as  between  solicitor  and  client;  and  it  is  ordered  that  the  amount  of  such  costs,  when 
taxed,  be  paid  out  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings and  eight  pence  cash,  which  will  then  be  remaining  on  the  crcnlit  of  this 
cause,  after  the  several  before-mentioned  ])ayments,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to 
say:  The  costs  of  the  said  plaintiff  to  Mr.  Thomas  Clark,  his  solicitor;  and  the  costs 
of  the  defendant  Charles  Drummond  to  Mr.  Thomas  George  Fynmore,  his  solicitor; 
and  the  costs  of  Her  Majesty's  attorney-general,  to  Mr.  George  Maule,  her  solicitor. 
It  is  ordered  that  five  thousand  and  fifteen  pounds  bank  three  pounds  per  cent 
annuities,  part  of  the  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten  pjunds  nineteen  shillings 
and  seven  pence,  like  annuities,  standing  in  the  name  of  said  accountant  general,  in 
trust  in  this  cause,  and  any  interest  which  may  accrue  on  the  said  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand and  fifteen  pounds  bank  three  i)omids  per  cent  annuities,  previous  to  the  carry- 
ing over  hereby  directed,  be,  in  like  manner,  carried  over  in  trust,  in  this  cause,  to 
the  separate  account  of  Mary  Ann  de  la  Batut,  entitled  "The  account  of  the  annui- 
tant Mary  Ann  de  la  Batut,"  and  the  said  accountant  general  is  to  declare  the  trust 
thereof  accordingly,  subject  to  the  further  order  of  this  court.  And  it  is  ordered 
that  the  interest  and  dividends  thereof,  which  shall  accrue  during  the  life  of  the  said 
Mary  Ann  de  la  Batut,  l)e  paid  to  her  during  her  life,  or  until  the  further  order  of 
this  court,  for  her  separate  use,  and  on  her  soh^  receipt,  by  equal  half-yearly  pay- 
ments, on  the  22d  day  of  September  and  the  22d  day  of  March  in  every  year;  the 
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first  payment  thereof  to  be  made  on  the  22d  day  of  September  next.  And  it  is 
ordered  that  the  said  sixty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  pounds 
nineteen  shillings  and  two  pence  bank  three  pounds  per  cent  annuities,  twelve 
thousand  pounds  reduced  annuities,  and  sixteen  thousand  one  hundred  pounds  bank 
stock,  when  so  respectively  carried  over,  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-five  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  seven  pence  three  pounds  per  cent  annui- 
ties, residue  of  the  said  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten  pounds  nineteen  shil- 
lings and  seven  pence,  like  annuities,  after  such  carrying  over  of  part  thereof  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  residue  of  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  pounds  nine  shillings  and  eight  pence  cash,  after  the  payments  thereout  herein- 
before directed  (the  amount  of  such  residue  to  be  verified  by  affidavit) ,  be  transferred 
and  paid  to  Mr.  Richard  Rush,  in  the  plaintiffs  bill  named.  And  it  is  ordered  that 
the  boxes  and  packages  in  the  master's  report  of  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  in  the  said  cause  of  Hungerford  v,  Drum- 
mond  mentioned,  be  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  said  Richard  Rush,  as  attorney 
or  otherwise  for  the  plaintiff;  and,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  said  accountant 
general  is  to  draw  on  the  bank,  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  general  rules  and  orders  of  this  court  in  that  case  made  and  provided; 
and  any  of  the  parties  are  to  be  at  liberty  to  apply  to  this  court  as  they  may  be 
advised. 

Entered:  H.  H. 

E.  R. 


Richard  Hvsh  to  Clark£^  Fynrtwre  <&  Fladgaie. 

May  31, 1838. 

Gentlemen:  I  need  scarcely  again  make  known  to  you  what  I  have 
so  frequently  urged  in  person  since  the  decision  on  the  9th  instant, 
viz:  my  anxiety  to  have  the  necessary  document  from  the  proper  office 
of  the  court,  by  which  the  Smithsonian  fund  adjudged  to  the  United 
States  may  be  placed  at  my  disposal.  But,  whatever  the  past  obsta- 
cles which  you  may  not  have  been  able  to  prevent,  I  must  ask  the 
favor  of  your  renewed  and  best  exertions  for  causing  me  to  be  put  in 
possession  of  it  at  the  earliest  possible  day;  the  more  so,  as  we  are 
now  at  the  end  of  the  month,  and  my  being  invested  with  the  requi- 
site authority  is  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  arrangements  for  sell- 
ing the  stock  advantageously  in  June,  prior  to  my  embarkation  with 
the  fund  for  the  United  States.  Your  past  attention  to  the  case  is  a 
pledge  to  me  that  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  fulfill  my  wishes; 
in  which  assurance  I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant,  Richard  Rush. 

Ci^KKE,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate. 


RicJvard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth, 

London,  June  5, 1838. 
Sir:  With  all  my  exertions  to  have  the  forms  necessary  for  putting 
me  in  possession  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  completed  in  May,  it  will 
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bo  seen,  from  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  to  me  from  the  solicitors, 
in  reply  to  one  I  wrote  them  on  the  last  of  May  (a  copy  of  which  is 
also  inclosed),  that  it  is  only  to-day  that  all  the  forms  have  been  finally 
and  fully  completed. 

After  getting  this  information,  I  went  immediately  to  the  proper 
department  of  the  accountant-general  of  the  court  of  chancery  at  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  find  that  there  has  been  transferred  to  me  the 
following  stock,  viz: 

1.  Sixty-four  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  eighteen 
shillings  and  nine  pence  in  the  consolidated  3  per  cent  annuities,  com- 
monly called  consols  by  abbreviation. 

2.  Twelve  thousand  pounds  in  reduced  3  per  cent  annuities. 

3.  Sixteen  thousand  one  hundred  pounds  in  bank  stock. 

The  books  at  the  bank  show  the  above  stock  to  have  been  regularly 
transferred  to  me  under  the  authority  of  the  court  of  chancery  by  the 
accountant-general,  as  the  proper  officer  of  the  court,  in  virtue  of  the 
decree  reported  in  my  last,  and  I  have  accepted  the  same  on  the  books, 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  by  signing  my  name  to  a  form  of 
acceptance  drawn  out  under  each  transfer. 

The  above  stock  constitutes,  with  the  exception  of  £5,015,  the 
whole  property  left  by  Mr.  Smithson  to  the  United  States,  and  now 
recovered  for  them,  with  the  further  exception  of  some  small  sum  in 
cash,  to  which  the  solicitors  refer  as  still  to  come  from  the  accountant- 
general,  but  of  which  I  have  as  yet  no  statement. 

The  sum  of  £5,015  in  consols,  it  has  been  decreed  by  the  court,  is  to 
be  reserved  and  set  apart  to  answer  the  annuity  payable  to  Madame  la 
Batut,  the  principal  to  revert  to  the  United  States  on  the  death  of  the 
annuitant. 

I  have  taken  care  to  instruct  the  solicitors  to  see  that  there  is  due 
proof  at  all  times  of  the  annuitant  being  in  full  life  as  the  half-yearly 
payments  arc  made  to  her. 

Although  the  aggregate  of  the  stock  transferred  as  above  is  under 
£100,000  in  its  nominal  amount,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  but  that 
the  sale  of  it  will  yield  more  than  that  sum. 

The  transfer  by  the  accountant-general  was  made  to  me  only  to-day, 
and  this  is  so  far  fortunate  as  that  it  could  not  otherwise  have  been 
effected  as  to  the  principal  part  of  the  stock  (viz,  the  3  per  cent  annui- 
ties) until  the  17th  of  July,  the  books  closing  after  to-day  for  the 
transfer  of  this  species  of  stock  until  the  date  I  mention. 

The  important  operation  of  selling  the  stock  now  remains  to  be 
conducted,  and  shall  claim  my  careful  attention.  I  design  to  go  into 
the  city  to-morrow  with  a  view  to  adopting  the  earliest  measures  for 
this  purpose,  taking  advice,  in  aid  of  my  own  judgment,  for  so  man- 
aging the  sales  as  best  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 
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I  continue  to  think  that  the  best  mode  of  bringing  home  the  money 
will  be  in  gold — in  English  sovereigns.  Exchange  is  low,  and  so  will 
insurance  be  at  this  season;  and  on  all  accounts  it  seems  to  me  the 
preferable  mode  in  which  to  realize  the  fund  and  deliver  it  over  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  on  my  arrival,  in  final  discharge  of  the 
trust  confided  to  me. 

I  shall  hope  to  make  some  report  of  my  steps  by  the  next  packet; 
and  in  the  meantime  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect, 
your  olxjdient  servant, 

KiGHAKD  Kusu. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Clarhi^  Fynmore  cfe  Fladgate  to  Richard  Mitsh. 

43  Craven  Street,  Strand,  Jxim  5,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  We  beg  to  assure  you,  in  answer  to  your  favor  of  the 
31st  of  May,  that  our  endeavors  to  get  through  the  forms  necessary 
for  winding  up  the  suit  and  putting  you  into  possession  of  the  Smith- 
sonian fund  have  not  been  less  urgent  and  unremitting  than  have  been 
your  applications  to  ourselves  upon  the  subject.  The  circumstance 
of  the  shutting  of  the  oflSces  of  the  court  of  chancery  for  the  holidays, 
at  a  period  when  the}'  are  ordinarily  open,  and  some  other  petty  diffi- 
culties not  within  our  control,  have,  however,  prevented  our  getting 
through  all  the  foniis  in  the  month  of  May,  as  we  hoped  to  have  been 
able  to  do. 

We  have  now,  however,  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  you  that 
everything  is  complete,  and  that  the  accountant-general  of  the  court 
of  chancery  has  transferred  into  your  name  the  several  sums  following: 
£64,535  188.  9d.,  consols;  £12,000  reduced  annuities;  £16,100  bank 
stock. 

These  sums  are  entirely  at  your  disposal,  free  from  the  control  of 
the  court  of  chancery. 

There  will  be,  in  addition,  a  small  cash  balance,  which  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days  you  will  be  able  to  receive  of  the  accountant-general. 
We  are,  very  faithfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate. 

Richard  Rush,  Esq. 


Riclmrd  Ritsh  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  June  13^  1838. 
Sir:  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that  the  sales  of  the  stock 
are  going  on  well. 
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The  whole  of  the  consols  have  been  sold,  and  part  of  the  bank  stock. 

A  portion  of  the  consols,  viz,  £4,535  ISs.  9d.,  was  sold  on  the  6th 
instant  for  cash  at  94f .  This  was  considered  a  high  price;  more  could 
not  have  been  obtained  for  cash. 

My  first  desire  was  to  sell  all  the  stock  for  cash,  and  immediately, 
that  I  might  the  sooner  close  the  whole  operation  and  get  away,  but 
such  a  course  I  soon  found,  on  the  best  information  and  advice,  would 
have  been  injudicious. 

To  have  attempted  a  sale  of  the  bank  stock,  for  example,  all  at  once 
would  probably  have  depressed  the  market  for  this  particular  species 
of  security  and  occasioned  a  loss  of  several  hundred  pounds.  The 
reason  is  that  the  dealings  in  it,  contradistinguished  from  those  in  the 
great  national  stocks,  are  limited,  and  confined  to  a  very  few  persons 
on  the  stock  exchange.  The  course  which  prudence  dictated  was  to 
sell  it  out  in  small  parcels  under  careful  instructions  to  the  broker 
on  each  day  of  the  sale. 

As  it  thus  became  necessary,  in  order  to  guard  against  loss,  that  I 
should  allow  myself  some  little  latitude  as  to  time  in  selling  the  bank 
stock,  it  opened  a  door  the  more  properly  for  disposing  of  the  other 
stock  on  time  at  a  short  interval,  the  more  especially  if  by  that  mode 
it  could  be  made  to  produce  a  larger  sum. 

Accordingly,  on  the  same  day  that  I  disposed  of  a  portion  of  the 
consols  for  cash,  which  served  also  as  a  feeler  to  ascertain  the  cash 
price,  I  caused  the  whole  of  what  remained  of  this  stock,  viz,  £60,000, 
to  be  sold  on  time  for  the  6th  of  July,  that  being  the  day  after  divi- 
dend day,  which  falls  on  the  5th  of  July. 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  state  that  this  sale  was  effected  at  96^. 

Up  to  the  day  when  it  was  effected,  consols  had  not  brought  so  high 
a  price,  as  far  as  I  have  yet  been  able  to  examine  the  London  Mercan- 
tile Price  Current,  for  nearly  eight  years  before. 

Two  sales  have  been  made  of  the  bank  stock,  viz,  one  of  £3,000,  the 
other  of  £5,000;  the  former  at  204*,  the  latter  at  204i;  both  sales 
being  for  the  30th  instant,  the  money  payable  and  stock  to  be  delivered 
on  that  day.  Should  the  remainder  be  sold  at  these  rates,  or  near 
them,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  bank  stock,  though  in  nominal  amount 
only  £16,100,  as  stated  in  my  last,  will  yield  upward  of  £30,000. 

In  the  important  operations  of  selling  the  stock  I  am  receiving  the 
most  beneficial  aid  from  the  constant  advice  and  active  daily  coopera- 
tion in  all  ways  of  our  consul.  Colonel  Aspinwall,  whose  long  residence 
in  London  and  ample  opportunities  of  knowing  the  mysteries  of  its 
great  stock  market,  and  the  minute  details  of  doing  business  in  it,  have 
given  him  the  ability  to  aid  me.  It  is  thus  that  I  am  soiling  to  every 
advantage. 

None  of  the  3  per  cent  reduced  annuities  have  yet  been  sold.     We 
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are  watching  the  market  with  a  view  to  the  most  favorable  moment 
for  disposing  of  this  part,  of  the  stock. 

The  fortunate  point  of  time  was  hit  for  selling  out  the  consols.  They 
have  now  sunk  a  little  and,  with  the  exception  of  momentary  intervals, 
would  not  have  brought  as  much  since  the  6th  instant  as  I  obtained. 

From  the  sales  made  it  is  now,  I  think,  certain  that  the  whole  stock 
will  yield  from  £103,000  to  £105,000,  apart  from  the  £6,015  to  be 
retained  here  during  the  life  of  Madame  ia  Batut. 

From  the  successful  manner  in  which  they  are  proceeding,  it  seems 
clear  also  at  the  present  time  that  the  fund,  independent  of  the  accu- 
mulations of  interest,  will  be  richer  in  the  state  in  which  I  shall  deliver 
it  over  to  the  United  States  than  it  was  in  the  sununer  of  1835,  when 
their  right  to  it  first  attached  by  the  death  of  Henry  James  Hunger- 
ford. 

Left  to  myself  to  make  the  most  of  the  fund  after  recovering  it  from 
chancery,  which  depended  so  much  on  the  sale  of  the  stock,  it  has 
not  been  without  full  consideration  that  I  did  not  call  on  the  Messrs. 
Rothschild  to  sell  it  all,  for  which  their  experience  and  situation  here, 
besides  being  the  bankers  of  the  United  States,  might  have  seemed  to 
point  them  out.  But,  first,  they  would,  I  take  for  granted,  have 
charged  a  commission  of  1  per  cent,  to  which  I  could  not  have  objected, 
as  it  is  allowed  here,  apart  from  the  broker's  commission,  and  by  the 
chamber  of  commerce  at  New  York  on  effecting  sales  of  stock;  whilst 
Colonel  Aspinwall  charges  me  no  such  commission,  .and  I  much 
desired  to  save  the  amount  of  it  to  the  fund,  if,  with  his  efficient  aid, 
I  could  conduct  the  sales  confidently  and  advantageously  myself.  But, 
secondly,  if  the  former,  as  the  bankers  of  the  United  States,  would 
have  performed  the  task  without  charge,  I  should  not  have  been  the 
less  disinclined  to  place  it  in  their  hands,  having  had  no  instructions 
to  do  so,  and,  being  without  these,  I  could  only  exercise  my  best  dis- 
cretion. They  are,  as  I  in  common  with  others  here  suppose,  very 
large  dealers  in  stock  on  their  own  account,  as  occasion  may  serve; 
and  hence  may  naturally  be  supposed  to  desire  sometimes  a  rise,  some- 
times a  fall,  in  these  everfluctuating  things.  With  more  than  a  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  to  throw  upon  the  market,  I  therefore  thought  it 
best,  acting  on  a  general  rul^  of  prudence  in  all  business,  to  keep  the 
operation  of  selling  entirely  clear  of  every  quarter  where  any  insen- 
sible bias  might,  by  possibility  even,  exist  to  a  course  other  than  that 
which  would  regard  alone  the  Smithsonian  fund. 

I  design  to  leave  no  sale  outstanding  after  the  6th  of  July.  The 
subsequent  steps,  however,  for  obtaining  the  gold,  and  those  neces- 
sary in  various  ways  for  shipping  it,  will  render  it  impracticable  for 
me  to  embark  with  it  in  the  packet  which  sails  from  Portsmouth  on 
the  10th  of  July,  that  packet  leaving  London  always  on  the  7th.     But 
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I  will  follow  in  tho  succeeding  one  of  the  20th  of  July,  which  leaves 

this  port  on  the  17th,  before  which  time  I  trust  that  everything  will 

have  been  fully  and  satisfactorily  closed,  as  far  as  the  trust  can  be 

closed  here. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

liicHAKD  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Richard  Rmh  to  John  Vormjth, 

London,  Jniw  26^  1S3S. 

Sir:  Since  my  No.  27,  the  sales  of  the  stock  have  been  going  on  from 
time  to  time,  and  at  length  are  finally  <*losed. 

They  have  all  Ijeen  good — perhaps  I  may  say  fortunate.  The  prices 
have  been  high,  as  compared  with  the  state  of  th(»,  stock  market  for 
several  years  past;  and  1  am  confidently  informed  that,  from  the  time 
the  stock  came  under  my  control  until  I  sold  it  all,  no  higher  prices 
were  obtained  by  any  private  seller  than  I  obtained. 

The  whole  of  the  reduced  3  per  (!ent  annuities  (£12,000)  sold  at  94. 
This  description  of  stock  is  never  as  high  as  consols,  but  1)4  is  reputed 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  good  a  price,  in  proportion  to  its  general  value 
in  the  English  stock  market,  as  the  95^  I  obtained  for  the  consols. 

Of  the  bank  stock  unsold  at  the  date  of  my  last  (viz,  £8,100),  I 
obtained  205  for  £5,000,  and  205i  for  the  remaining  £3,100.  Both 
these  prices,  it  will  be  perceived,  are  higher  than  the  former  ones  I 
obtained  for  this  stock. 

The  entire  amount  of  sales  has  more  than  realized  the  anticipations 
held  out  in  my  No.  27,  having  yielded  an  aggn^gate  of  rather  more 
than  £105,000,  as  will  l>e  seen  when  1  come  to  render  a  more  particu- 
lar staitement.  The  two  davs  on  which  I  am  to  make  all  the  transfers 
are  the  30th  of  this  month  and  Gth  of  July.  The  money  will  all  be 
received  simultaneously. 

Immediately  afterwards  I  shall  take  measures  for  (converting  the 
whole  into  English  gold  coin,  having  finally  determined  that  this  is 
the  proper  mode  in  which  to  bring  the  money  to  the  United  States, 
under  the  trust  I  have  in  hand.  It  appears  to  me  the  right  course  in 
itself,  independent  of  any  question  of  exchange,  considering  the  pe- 
culiar object  and  terms  of  the  law  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  July,  1836, 
under  which  I  am  acting.  But  by  the  rate  of  exchange,  as  ijuoted  at 
New  York  under  tho  last  dates,  there  would  be  a  gain  to  the  United 
States,  })y  the  ))est  calculations  1  can  now  make  (though  1  am  aware 
how  exchange  is  ever  liable  to   fluctuate),  of  upward  of  £1,000  on 
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bringing  over  the  money  in  gold  rather  than  remitting  it  in  bills. 
This  would  help  to  cover  the  commissions  on  shipping  the  former, 
effecting  insurance  upon  it,  and  paying  the  premium  of  insurance,  as 
well  as  charges  for  freight  and  those  that  have  been  incurred  on  selling 
the  stock. 

All  these  operations  demand  mercantile  agencies  and  assistance,  to 
which  I  am  inadequate  in  my  own  pei'son,  beyond  superintending  them 
and  seeing  that  they  are  rendered  justly.  I  will  take  care  that  these 
expenses  are  kept  within  limits  as  moderate  as  possible,  consistently 
with  having  the  business  regularly  done  according  to  mercantile  usage 
in  operations  of  the  same  nature,  so  that  the  fund,  in  bearing  its  own 
unavoidable  expenses,  may  be  encroached  upon  as  little  as  possible. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  from  the  solicitors  a  statement  of  the 
costs  of  the  suit,  but  will  not  fail  to  obtain  it  before  1  embark.  The 
final  payments  under  this  head,  and  those  I  shall  be  called  upon  to  make 
for  services  enumerated  above,  can  scarcely  be  completed  but  at  the 
last  moments  of  my  stay;  hence  I  may  not  be  able  to  transmit  an 
account  of  them  to  you  until  I  arrive  at  New  York,  where  also  the 
freight  will  have  to  be  paid. 

In  reporting  to  you  the  final  decision  of  the  court,  I  omitted  to  men- 
tion some  particulars  not  at  first  accurately  known  to  me,  but  neces- 
sary to  be  now  stated,  viz:  £526  lis.  6d.  were  decreed  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  fund  to  Madame  la  Batut,  as  her  arrears;  £25  as  arrears  found 
to  be  due  to  John  Fitall,  the  annuitant  under  the  will;  and,  lastly, 
£53  7s.  6d.  as  due  for  the  use  of  certain  warehouse  rooms  in  London. 
The  two  first  items  explain  themselves,  after  all  I  have  written.  The 
third  has  reference  to  some  personal  property  left  by  the  testator,  con 
tained,  as  I  understand,  in  thirteen  boxes  or  trunks  deposited  in  the 
warehouse  rooms  specified.  I  have  had  no  opportunity  as  yet  of  ex- 
amining the  contents  of  these  boxes,  but  am  informed  that  they  consist 
chiefly  of  books  unbound,  manuscripts,  specimens  of  minerals,  some 
philosophical  or  chemical  instruments,  and  a  few  articles  of  table  fur- 
niture. The  contents  of  the  whole  are  supposed  to  be  of  little  intrinsic 
value,  though  parts  may  be  otherwise  curious.  As  all  now  belong  to 
the  United  States,  under  the  decree  of  the  court,  I  shall  think  it  proper 
to  have  them  shipped  when  the  gold  is  shipped,  paying  all  reasonable 
charges. 

Having  more  than  once  spoken  of  the  possibility  of  fictitious  claim- 
ants starting  up  for  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  perhaps  I  may  here  be 
allowed  to  mention  what  the  solicitors  have  informed  me  of,  viz,  that 
since  the  decision  two  claimants  have  presented  themselves  at  their 
oflice,  neither  having  any  connection  with  the  other.  When  the  deci- 
sion was  pronounced,  the  sum  recovered  was  also  proclaimed  in  the 
London  newspapei's,  which  had  probably  awakened  these  pl^im^nts 
H.  Doc,  732 & 
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f  into  life.     The  solicitors  add  that  one  of  them   desired,  somewhat 

'  importunately,  to  know  if  the  case  could  not  be  reheard  in  court.     It 

is  needless  to  remark  that  he  was  told  he  was  a  little  too  late  in  his 
application. 

1  will  use  this  opportunity — the  last  I  may  perhaps  have  of  writing 
to  you  before  I  embark,  from  the  engaj^ements  likely  to  press  upon  me 
in  getting  the  fund  ready  for  shipment  and  clearing  off  all  necessary 
expenses — to  say  a  word  of  our  professional  advisers.  Of  the  counsel 
I  selected  it  is  unnec^essary  for  me  to  speak,  their  established  reputa- 
tion in  the  highest  department  of  their  profession  putting  them  above 
any  testimonial  from  me.  But  of  the  solicitors,  as  they  move  in  one 
of  its  less  conspicuous  fields,  I  will  barely  take  the  liberty  of  saying 
that  more  attention,  diligence,  discretion,  and  integrity  could  not,  I 
believe,  have  been  exerted  by  any  persons  than  they  have  shown 
throughout  the  whole  suit  from  first  to  last.  Could  they  ever  have 
forgotten  what  was  due  to  the  United  States  and  to  themselves  in  the 
desire  to  eke  out  a  job,  nothing  is  plainer  to  me,  from  what  has  been 

I  passing  under  my  observation  of  the  entanglements  and  delays  natural 

to  a  heavy  suit  in  the  English  court  of  chancery,  than  they  might  have 

)  found  opportunities  in  abundance  of  making  this  suit  last  for  years 

{  yet  to  come. 

'^  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ij  RicHABD  Rush. 

*  Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

j^  Secretary  of  Stat^\ 


1  Clarice^  Fynmora  c&  Fladgate  to  Richard  R\is1i, 

Craven  Street,  Jidy  5,  18S8. 

Dear  Sir:  At  the  time  of  the  decease  of  the  late  Henry  James 
Hungerford,  esq.,  which  happened  on  the  5th  of  June,  1835,  there 
was  standing  in  the  name  of  the  accountant-general  of  the  court  of 
chancery  to  the  credit  of  the  cause  Hungerford  i\  Drummond  the  sev- 
eral sums  following,  viz:  jC62,739  19s.  2d.  bank  £3  per  cent  annuities, 
£12,000  iJ3  per  cent  reduced  annuities,  X*10,100  bank  stock. 

And  if  these  several  funds  had  then  been  sold  they  would  have  real- 
ized the  sum  of  £102,991,  or  thereabouts,  but  owing  to  the  proceedings 
which  were  necessary  to  be  instituted  in  the  court  of  chancery,  the 
funds  were  not  transferred  into  your  name  until  the  5th  of  June,  1838. 
We  are  happy  to  infonii  you  that,  notwithstanding  this  delay,  no  loss 
has  been  occasioned  to  the  United  States,  as,  accoixling  to  the  market 
prices  of  the  funds  on  the  last-mentioned  day,  the  funds  were  then 
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worth  £103,888,  being  an  exccHS  of  €897  beyond  the  value  on  the  5th 
of  June,  1835,  the  date  of  Mr  Hungerford's  death. 

The  whole  of  the  costs  of  the  chancery  suit  amounted  to  £723  7s.  lid., 
so  that  the  increase  in  the  value  of  the  funds  was  sufficient  to  jmy  the 
whole  of  these  costs  and  leave  a  sui^plus  of  £173  12s.  Id. 

In  making  out  the  above  statement,  the  dividends  upon  the  funds 
have  not  been  taken  into  account,  but  the  United  States  rec43ive  them 
in  addition  to  the  original  fund. 

The  United  States  do  not,  however,  receive  the  whole  amount  of 
such  dividends  now,  as  a  portion  of  them  was  invested  in  stock,  of 
which  £5,015  has  been  appropriated  to  answer  an  annuity  of  £150  9s. 
to  Madame  de  la  Batut,  upon  whose  decease  the  same  will  become  the 
property  of  the  United  States. 

The  sums  in  court,  at  the  last  hearing  of  the  cause,  were  as  follows, 
viz: 

£  R.  d. 

62, 739  19  2  bank  3  per  cent  annuities. 

6, 810  19  7  like  annuities. 

12, 000  0  0  reduced  annuities. 

16, 100  0  0  bank  stock. 

1,765  2  0  cash. 

204  6  8  cash. 

These  sums  have  been  appropriated  as  follows,  viz: 


£         s.      d. 

62, 739  19    2    bank  3  per  cent  annuities. 
1, 795  19    7    part  of  £6,810  19b.  7d.  like  annuities. 


Tran8ferre<l  into  the  name 
of  Richard  Rush,  esq. 


64, 535  18  9  bank  3  per  cent  annuities. 

12, 000    0  0  reduced  annuities. 

16,100    0  0  bank  stock. 

5,015    0  0  reduced  bank  annuities,  residue  of  £6,810  19s.  7d.  retained  in 

court  to  answer  annuity  to  Madame  de  la  Batut. 

406    3  0  paid  to  plaintiffs  solicitors  for  their  costs. 

162  15  5  paid  to  defendants*  solicitors  for  costs. 

53    7  6  paid  to  plaintiff's  solicitors  for  warehouse  room,  paid  by  them  to 

Messrs.  Deacon. 

526  11  6  paid  to  Madame  de  la  Batut  for  arrears  of  her  annuity. 

25    0  0  paid  to  Mrs.  Fitall  for  arrears  of  annuity. 

70    7  S  paid  to  solicitor  for  defendant,  the  attorney-general,  for  cost**. 

725    3  7  balance  of  cash  paid  to  R.  Rush,  esq. 

Herewith  we  send  you  a  complete  copy  of  our  bill  of  costs,  amount- 
ing altogether  to  £490  4s.l0d.;  and  we  have  received  the  following 
sums  on  account  of  cx>8ts,  viz: 

£     B. 

April  10,  1837,  of  Richard  Rush,  esq 200  4 

June  11,  1838,  of  accountant-general,  for  plaintiff's  taxed  courts 406  3 


Total 606  7 


f 


il 
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The  latter  sum  exceeding  our  bill  of  costs  by  iJllO  2s.  2d.,  leaves  us 
in  debt  to  the  United  States  to  that  amount,  for  whicli  we  beg  leave  to 
inclose  our  check. 

We  may  here  remind  you  of  the  information  on  the  subject  of  costs 
which  we  had  before  given  you  verbally,  viz,  that  the  court  allows 
against  the  fund  certain  ordinary  costs;  and  such  costs  have  been 
received  by  us  from  the  accountant-general,  as  before  stated.  In  con- 
sequence, however,  of  the  line  of  conduct  adopted  by  us,  under  your 
own  directions,  to  insure  a  speedy  and  successful  termination  of  the 
suit,  some  small  extra  costs  have  been  incurred  beyond  what  are  con- 
sidered ordinary  costs. 

We  have,  as  you  requested,  had  a  lock  placed  upon  the  trunk  ^  in  our 
possession,  having  previously  deposited  therein  the  several  articles  of 
plate  and  other  matters,  which  we  mentioned  to  you  as  being  in  our 
possession,  and  of  which  articles  we  inclose  you  a  list. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servants, 

Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate. 

P.  S.  We  also  return  to  you  the  memoranda  which  you  left  with  us 
as  to  the  stock. 


ClurJce^  Fymnorc  <Jd  Fladyata  to  Richard  li^i^h. 

Craven  Street,  Jidy  11^  18SS, 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  made  the  affidavit  which  you  required  to  verify 
the  bill  of  costs,  and  which  we  now  return  to  you. 

We  also  send  you  the  original  order  on  further  directions,  under 
which  the  several  transfers  of  the  funds  have  been  made  into  your 
name.  This  order  has  the  initials  of  the  registrar,  as  also  of  the  enter- 
ing clerk,  placed  at  the  foot  of  it;  this  being  the  mode  adopted  in  the 
court  of  chancery  to  show  the  authenticity  of  their  orders. 

We  also  send  you  a  tmnscript  from  the  books  of  the  accountant- 
general,  certified  by  Mr.  Lewis  to  be  a  tiTie  copy,  Mr.  Lewis  being 
the  clerk  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  such  transcript.  The  sum  of 
iJ70  7s.  8d.,  appearing  still  to  remam  on  the  general  credit  of  the  cause, 
is  reserved  for  the  costs  of  the  attorney -general,  and  will  be  paid  over 
to  his  solicitor  upon  his  applying  for  the  amount;  and  the  cash  stand- 
ing to  the  a<*count  of  Mi's,  de  la  Batut  is  for  the  arrears  of  her  annuity, 
and  will  be  paid  to  her. 

We  have  seen  Mr.  Deacon  upon  the  subject  of  his  charge  for  ware- 
house room  beyond  the  24th  ultimo,  and  have  paid  him  for  the  same 
£2;  and  we  have  also  paid  4s.  6d.  for  swearing  to  our  bill  of  costs, 
which  is  the  whole  of  our  demand  against  you. 


^One  of  the  14  mentioned  in  my  dispatch  No, 
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Mr.  Deacon  informed  us  when  we  saw  him  that  he  had  in  his  pos- 
session a  painting  belonging  to  the  estate,  and  which  he  promised 
should  be  sent  over  to  your  house,  and  which  we  presume  he  has  done; 
but  should  he  not  have  done  so,  perhaps  you  will  be  good  enough  to 
apply  to  him  for  it. 

We  will  thank  you  to  send  us  an  acknowledgment  for  the  different 

boxes  we  have  handed  you. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  your  verj'  faithful  servants, 

Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate. 
Richard  Kush,  Esq. 
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Ix  Chancery. 

Between  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  j^laintiff,  and  (Charles  Dniin- 

niond  and  Her  Majesty's  attorney-general,  defendant«i. 

The  bill  of  oMs  of  the  above-named  plaintiff  in  this  suit  and  incidental  tJiereto, 

£   ft.    d. 
Sept.  16 f  J8S6. — Mr.  Fladgate's  attendance  on  Mr.  Rush,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  Portland  Hotel,  by  appointment,  when  Mr.  Rush 

requested  that  two  of  the  firm  should  at  least  attend 6    8 

Writing  to  Mr.  Rush,  fixing  appointment  for  conference  with  him  on 

Tuesday  at  11  o'clock 5    0 

Sept,  20, — ^Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Fladgate's  attendance  on  Mr.  Rush,  fully 
explaining  to  him  the  course  which  it  appeared  to  us  should  be  taken  on 
the  part  of  the  executors  to  bring  the  claim  of  the  United  States  under 
consideration,  and  also  the  necessity  of  making  Madame  de  la  Batut  and 
the  attorney-general  parties;  and  reading  to  him  the  case  laid  before  Mr. 

Stuart,  and  bin  opinion,  of  which  he  wished  to  have  a  copy I     C    8 

Copy  case  and  opinion  for  him 10    0 

Attending  him  therewith 6    8 

Oct.  S. — AVriting  to  Mr.  Rush,  in  reply  to  letter  from  him 5    0 

Oct.  7. — AVriting  to  Mr.  Rush,  to  fix  appointment  for  conference  on  Thurs- 
day next 5    0 

Oci.  10. — Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Flarlgate's  attendance  on  Mr.  Rush,  by 
appointment,  to  peruse  case  drawn  out  by  him  for  coimsel  to  advise  the 
Ameritrau  Government  as  to  course  to  be  i)ursued  to  obtain  pajTnent  of 
the  fimd  in  court,  and  advising  as  to  the  counsel  to  be  retaine<l,  and 

received  directions  to  submit  case  to  Mr.  Pemberton  and  Mr.  Jacob 1     6    8 

Paid  coach  hire 1    6 

Od,  11. — Looking  through  the  papers  in  our  possession,  to  compare  them 
with  statement  in  Mr.  Rush's  case,  and  altering  the  latter  in  one  or  two 

particulars,  engaged  two  hours 1     1    0 

Two  copies  of  ca«e  for  counsel,  four  sheets  each 1     6    8 

Two  copies  of  act  of  American  ("ongress,  to  accompany  same,  three  sheets 

each 1     0    0 

One  copy  of  onler  on  further  diret^tions  in  the  cause  of  Hungerford  v.  Dnim- 
mond,  also  to  accompany  i^se,  to  show  the  precise  position  of  the  funds 

in  court 1     1    0 

Attending  at  Doctor's  Commons  to  Ixispeak  an  office-copy  will  of  Mr.  Smith- 
son  for  Mr.  Rush,  at  his  request 6    8 

Attending  afterwards  to  examine  and  procure  same 6    8 

Paid  for  same 6    4 

Oct.  13. — Writing  to  Madame  de  la  Batut,  as  to  her  demands,  an<l  rtHjuesting 
her  to  apix)int  a  solicitor  here  to  act  in  the  suit  about  to  be  instituted  by 

the  United  States 5    0 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  with  the  fair  copies  of  cases  for  his  i:>erusal  and  signa- 
tures, an<l  we  also  returned  him  his  authority,  and  handeil  him  ofli(?e- 

copy  will 13    4 

Attending  Mr.  Peml)erton  with  case 6    8 

Fee  to  him  therewith,  and  clerk 11     0    6 

Fee  to  him  for  conference  with  Mr.  Jat^ob,  and  clerk 2    9    6 

Attcniling  to  get  same  apix)inte<l 6    8 

Fee  to  Mr.  Jacob  with  case,  and  clerk 8  15    0 

Attending  him  therewith  and  thertH)n 6    8 
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Fee  to  him  for  conference,  and  clerk 2    4  6 

Attending  to  inform  him  of  time  appointed 6  8 

Nov.  2. — Attending  consultation,  Mr.  Rush  being  present,  when  the  course 
to  be  pursued  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  was  very  fully  considered, 
and  it  was  determined  that  a  supplemental  bill  should  be  filed  in  the 
name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  attorney- 
general  made  a  defendant,  and  counsel  promised  to  write  their  opinion. .  2    2  0 

iVbi'.  6, — Copy  of  opinion  for  Mr.  Rush 5  0 

Writing  to  him,  with  same 5  0 

Nov.  14. — Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Fladgate*s  attendance  upon  Mr.  Rush,  as  to 
the  bill  proposed  to  be  filed,  and  his  suggestions  as  to  the  x>os8ibility  of 
an  abatement  from  the  want  of  a  plaintiff,  and  explaining  the  course  of 

practice  to  him 16  8 

MICHAELMAS  TERM,  1886. 

Instructions  for  bill 13  4 

Drawing  same,  folios  30 1  10  0 

Paid  fee  to  Mr.  Shad  well  to  settle  and  sign,  and  clerk 2    4  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

Attending  Mr.  Shadwell,  advising  hereon  and  as  to  Madame  de  la  Batut's 
claim,  and  explaining  the  same  fully  to  him,  and  conferring  on  several 
points  arising,  and  particularly  on  the  nature  of  the  property  left  by  Mr. 

Smithson 6  8 

Fair  copy  bill  for  Mr.  Pemberton  to  peruse  and  finally  settle,  folios  30 10  0 

Fee  to  him  and  clerk 2    4  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

Attending  Mr.  Pemberton,  a{)pointing  a  conference  hereon  at  Westminster.  6  8 

Paid  fet?  t()  Mr.  Pemberton  and  clerk  thereon 2    9  6 

The  like  to  Mr.  Shadwell  and  clerk 13  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

Writing  to  Mr.  Rush  infonning  him  thereon 5  0 

Attending  consultation  (Mr.  Rush  being  present)  at  Westminster,  when  it 

was  determined  not  to  make  Madame  de  la  Batut  a  party  to  suit 1    6  8 

Paid  for  room 5  0 

Attending  Mr.  Shadwell  afterwards  to  procure  draft  bill  as  settled 6  8 

Engrosning  bill 15  0 

Paid  for  parchment 10  0 

Paid  filing  bill 7  4 

Attending,  bespeaking,  and  afterwards  for  office-copy  bill  to  serve  on  the 

atU)rney-general 6  8 

Paid  for  same 15  0 

Attending  the  attoniey-general  therewith 6  8 

Drawing  pni'ciiK^  for  subpiena  against  defendant,  Charles  Drummond,  and 

attending  to  l>eHi)i*ak,  and  for  same 6  8 

Paid  for  subinvna  and  making  copy  to  serve 5  10 

Fee  on  obtaining  and  undertaking  to  ai)pear  for  defendant,  Drummond...  6  8 
Nov.  20. — Attending  Mr.  Wray  to  press  for  answer  of  attf)mey-general  and 
explaining  to  him  the  reason  of  our  urging  the  same,  when  he  promised 
to  prepare  answer  immediately,  Mr.  Rush's  invariable  direction  to  us 
being  to  use  all  practicable  si)eed  touching  every  point  of  the  proceedings .  (>  8 
The  defendant,  Charles  Drummond,  wishing  his  answer  to  be  taken  with- 
out oath  or  signature,  the  solicitor's  fee  thereon 0  8 

Drawing  and  engrossing  petition  for  same 4  0 
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Attending  the  defendant's  clerk  in  court  and  obtaining  his  consent  tliereto .  6  8 

Attending  to  present  the  same 6  8 

Paid  answering,  and  for  order  and  entering 7  0 

Copy  and  service  of  order 2  0 

Writing  to  Mr.  Rush  to  inform  him  when  it  was  likely  the  cause  would  be 

heard 5  0 

IViid  for  officeHX>py  answer  of  defendant,  Charles  Drummond,  folios  16 13  4 

Close  copy... 5  4 

Attending  Messrs.  Derby  and  Raven  to  inform  them  answer  of  defendant, 
Drummond,  was  filed,  and  to  request  them  to  lose  no  time  in  putting  in 

answer  of  attorney-general 6  8 

January f  18S7. — Several  attendances  upon  Messrs.  Derby  and  Raven  and 
Mr.Wray  to  urge  the  filing  of  the  attorney-general's  answer,  which  was 

at  length  done 13  4 

Paid  for  office-copy  answer  of  attorney-general,  folios  4 3  4 

Close  copy 1  4 

Term  fee  clerk  in  court  and  solicitor 16  8 

Letters  and  messengers 5  0 

Abbreviating  bill  and  answer,  folios  50  in  all 16  8 

Making  two  briefs  of  pleadings,  5  sheets  each 1  13  4 

Paid  for  certificate  of  pleadings 3  4 

Attending  for  same 6  8 

Paid  for  setting  down  cause  and  attending 1    5  8 

Drawing  praecipe  foi^  subpoena  to  hear  judgment  and  attending  for  same. . .  6  8 

Paid  for  same  and  copy 5  10 

Service  on  the  clerks  in  court 5  0 

HILARY  TERM,  1887. 

Affidavitof  service,  etc 3  4 

Oath 1  6 

Paid  filing  affidavit 6  2 

Copy  title  and  prayer  of  bill  for  judge 2  6 

Attending  to  bespeak,  and  afterwards  for  certificate  of  funds  in  court  in  orig- 
inal suit 6  8 

Drawing  observations  to  annex  to  plaintiff's  briefs,  4  brief  sheets 1    6  8 

Two  briefs  copies  thereof 16  8 

Two  copies  order  on  further  directions  in  original  suit,  to  accompany  briefis, 

7  sheets  each 2    6  8 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  on  his  handing  us  the  act  of  Congress  autliorizing  him 
to  act,  and  on  his  instructing  us  to  let  a  copy  of  the  same  accompany  the 

briefs 6  8 

Two  brief  copies  same,  3  sheets  each 10  0 

Drawing  proposed  minutes  of  orders 5  0 

Fee  to  Mr.  Shadwell,  to  settle  same 13  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

Two  fair  copies  minutes  to  annex  to  briefs 5  0 

Two  fair  copies  minutes  to  annex  to  briefis,  for  defendants 5  0 

Attending  them  therewith  and  thereon 6  8 

Attending  the  defendant's  solicitors;  obtaining  their  consent  to  have  cause 

heard  short 1.'*  4 

Attending  Mr.  Shad  well,  and  obtaining  his  certificate  thereof (>  8 

Attending  registrar  therewith,  and  getting  cause  marked  short,  and  put  in 

the  next  short-cause  paper 6  8 
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Fee  to  Mr.  Pemberton  and  clerk,  with  brief 5  10  0 

Attending  him 6  8 

The  like  to  Mr.  Shadwell  and  clerk 3    6  6 

Fee  to  Mr.  Pemberton  and  clerk,  on  conference  as  to  the  practicability  of 

having  cause  short 1    6  0 

Attending  him 13  4 

Attending  appointing  consultation 6  8 

Fee  to  Mr.  Pemberton  and  clerk 2    9  6 

Attending  him" 6  8 

Like  to  Mr.  Shadwell  and  clerk 1    3  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

Writing  Mr.  Rush,  informing  him  thereof 5  0 

Attending  consultation  at  Westminster,  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Fladgate 1    6  8 

Piud  for  room  and  cab-hire ----- 7  6 

Attending,  ascertaining  if  the  several  articles  mentioned  in  the  master's 
report  in  the  original  cause  were  safe,  and  comparing  same  with  the  sched- 
ule   13  4 

Two  brief  copies  schedules  to  annex  to  brief,  at  Mr.  Rush's  request 10  0 

Attending  bespeaking  transcript  of  the  account  in  original  suit 6  8 

IViidforsame 14  0 

Writing  Mr.  Rush,  informing  him  when  cause  would  be  in  the  paper 5  0 

Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Fladgate  attending  court,  cause  heard  and  decreed  ac- 
cording to  minutes  agreed  on,  with  liberty  for  plaintiff  to  amend  his  bill 

by  adding  the  act  of  Congress 2    2  0 

Paid  court  fees 13  0 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  afterwards,  and  explaining  proceedings  to  him 13  4 

Drawing  petition  to  amend  bill 4  0 

Attending  to  present  same 6  8 

Paid  answering,  and  for  order  and  entering 7  0 

Two  copies  and  services  of  order 5  0 

Instructions  to  amend 13  4 

Drawing  amendments,  folios  6 6  8 

Fee  to  Mr.  Shadwell  and  clerk,  to  settle  and  sign 1    3  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

Engrossing  amended  bill,  folios  36 18  0 

Paid  for  parchment 10  0 

Paid  filing 7  4 

Abbreviating  amended  bill,  folios  36 12  0 

Two  brief  copies  of  amendments  for  counsel 10  0 

Paid  for  office-copy  of  amended  bill,   to  serve  on  the  attorney-general, 

folios36 1  10  0 

Attending  Messrs.  Derby  &  Co.,  therewith  and  thereon.  ^ 6  8 

Fee  to  Mr.  Pemberton  and  clerk,  with  amended  bill 2    4  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

TheliketoMr.  Shadwell  and  clerk 13  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

Drawing  prsecipe  for  subpoena,  and  attending  to  bespeak  same 6  8 

Paid  for  same,  and  making  copy  to  serve 5  10 

Service  on  clerk  in  court 5  0 

Attending  registrar  and  getting  cause  put  in  the  paper 6  8 

Writing  to  solicitors  for  the  defendants,  informing  them  thereof 10  0 

Attending  court  order  made 16  8 

Paid  court  fees 13  0 
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Instructions  for  petitions  to  lay  out  £6,172  Os.,  cash  accumulated  in  Hunger- 
ford  V,  Drummond 6  8 

Drawing  same,  folios  40 2    0  0 

Fee  to  Mr.  Shadwell  and  clerk,  to  peruse  and  settle  same 2    4  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

Engrossing  petition  to  present,  as  settled,  folios  30 10  0 

Copy  for  the  master  of  the  rolls 10  0 

Attending  to  present  same 6  8 

Paid  answering 11  0 

Two  copies  petition  to  serve 1    0  0 

Attending  8er\ing  same 4  0 

Two  brief  copies  for  counsel,  3  brief-sheets  each 1    0  0 

Drawing  observations  to  annex  to  brief  petition,  2  sheets 13  4 

Two  fair  copies 13  4 

Drawing  and  engrossing  affidavit  of  service  of  petition 4  10 

Paid  oath 1  2 

Paid  filing  and  for  office  copy 6  6 

Fee  to  Mr.  Shadwell  and  clerk  therewith 2    4  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

Attending  accountant-general  for,  and  obtaining  certificate 6  8 

Attending  court  petition  heard,  and  ordered  as  prayed 13  4 

Paid  court  fees 13  0 

Writing  Mr.  Rush,  at  his  request,  a  report  of  the  proceedings  in  court 5  0 

Paid  for  minutes  of  order 2  0 

Close  copy 1  0 

Attending  settling. 6  0 

Paid  for  order 2    0  0 

Attending  passing 6  8 

Paid  entering 4  0 

Drawing  request  to  accountant-general 2  6 

Attending  bespeaking  investment 6  8 

Paid 4  0 

Paid  for  copy  of  minutes  of  decree 3  0 

Close  copy 1  6 

Attending  settling 13  4 

Copy  of  minutes  for  Mr.  Rush  and  writing  him  therewith  and  thereon 6  6 

Paid  for  decree 4  10  0 

Attending  passing 13  4 

Paid  entering 4  0 

Attending 6  8 

Attending  at  the  public  office  to  obtain  the  name  of  the  master  iu  the  orig- 
inal cause '- 6  8 

Paid  master's  clerk 1  0 

Making  (!opy  title  and  ordering  part  of  decree  for  the  master 5  0 

Warrant  to  consider  decree,  two  copies,  and  services 6  0 

Writing  Mr.  Rush,  informing  him  thereof  in  order  to  insure  his  attendance-  5  0 

Attending  warrant  when  master  ordered  the  usual  advertisement  to  be 

issued  and  a  state  of  facts,  etc.,  to  be  brought  in  as  to  Madame  Batut's 

claim,  and  stated  that  he  could  not  direct  inquiries  to  l)e  made  at  Pisa  as 

to  the  death  of  Mr.  Hungerford,  but  would  allow  the  costs  thereon  if 

instituted 13  4 

Attending  at  Stepney  Church  to  search  for  burial  of  John  Fitall,  but  foun<l 

he  was  not  buried  there 110 
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Paid  pearch  and  coach  hire 2  6 

Attending]:  Mrs.  Fitall,  but  she  declined  giving  any  information,  an  the  lut^t 

quarterly  payment  had  not  been  made 6  8 

Attending  at  various  places  in  the  neighborhood  to  inquire  where  he  whh 
buried,  when  some  persons  said  in  the  country,  others  at  Fletcher* s 
Chapel,  and  others  at  St.  George's  in  the  East,  and  ultimately  diflcoverc<l 

a  relative,  who  informed  us  that  he  was  buried  at  Shadwell 1 .'{  4 

Attending  at  Shad  well  Church;  clei^yman  and  clerk  both  out  and  could 

not  search 13  4 

Paid  coach  hire 6  0 

Attending  bespeaking  advertisement  as  to  Mr.  Hungerford's  death 6  8 

Paid  master's  clerk 1     10 

Attending  bespeaking  advertisement  as  to  Madame  de  la  Batut's  claim 6  8 

Paid  master's  clerk 1     I  0 

Attending  at  Shadwell,  searching  for  and  obtaining  certificate  of  Mr.  FitalTs 

death 1     1  0 

Paid  for  certificate  and  omnibus  hire 5  0 

Instructions  for  affidavit  verifying  extract. 6  8 

Drawing  same,  folios  8 8  0 

Engrossing  same 2  8 

Attending  swearing 6  8 

Paid  oath  and  exhibit 4  0 

Drawing  and  fair  copy  state  of  facta  an  to  Fitall's  death,  folios  12 8  0 

Warrant  on  leaving  same,  copy,  and  service 6  0 

Attending  Mr.  Cullington,  Mrs..  Fitall's  solicitor,  as  to  identity  of  John 
Fitall,  when  he  promised  to  see  his  client  thereon  and  let  us  know  the 

result 6  8 

Attending  at  the  Gazette  office  to  get  advertisementfl  as  to  Mr.  Hungerford's 

death  inserted 6  8 

Paid,  and  for  Gazette 18  2 

Attending  at  the  Gazette  officx)  to  get  advertisement  as  to  Mrs.  Batut's  (;laim 

inserted 6  8 

Paid  for  insertion 1     1  0 

Copy  of  advertisement  as  to  Hungerford's  death  for  Times  newspaper 2  6 

Attending  inserting  same 6  8 

Paid  insertion --..•-  -  -  -  -.-  16  6 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 9  2 

Paid  insertion,  etc 16  5 

The  like  for  Standard 9  2 

Paid  insertion,  etc 16  5 

Copy  of  advertisement  as  to  Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  for  the  Times  newspaper .  2  6 

Attending  inserting  same 6  8 

Paid  insertion 16  0 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 9  2 

Paid  insertion,  etc 16  0 

The  like  for  Standard 9  2 

Paid  for  insertion,  etc 16  0 

Several  attendances  in  the  city  as  to  the  best  mode  of  inserting  the  adver- 
tisement in  foreign  papers,  and  as  to  getting  same  translated,  etc 1     1  0 

Making  copies  of  advertisements  to  get  translated  into  French  and  Italian.  5  0 

Attending  translation  therewith,  and  afterguards  for  same 13  4 

Paid  them 2    6  6 

Making  twelve  copies  for  insertion  in  forei^  papers , ,  1  IQ  0 
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Attending  Mr.  Deacon,  the  newspaper  a^nt,  therewith  and  inBtnicting 

him  thereon 13  4 

Piiid  for  foreign  advertiBemente 12    2  11 

Attending  paying  same,  and  for  receipt 6  8 

The  proprietors  of  the  Times  newspaper  having  made  an  error  in  the  name 
of  Mr.  Hongerford,  attending  at  their  office  and  rectifying  same  and  giv- 
ing instruction  for  another  insertion 6  8 

Attending  Mr.  Deacon  to  ascertain  if  he  had  correspondent  at  Leghorn  to 
whom  we  could  forwuxl  instructions  to  obtain  the  information  of  Mr. 

Hungerford's  death,  and  obtaining  the  direction  of  same 6  8 

Writing  very  long  and  special  letter  to  Madame  Batut  as  to  her  claim  on 
the  estate  and  requiring  the  necessary  proof,  and  requesting  information 

as  to  her  son's  death,  etc 7  6 

Copy  same  to  keep  as  evidence 6  0 

Writing  Mr.  Rush,  with  Mrs.  Batut's  answer 5  0 

Attending  at  Grazette  office  to  get  advertisements  as  t/>  Mr.  Hungerford's 

death  inserted  second  time 6  8 

Pkud  for  Grazette  and  insertion 18  2 

Copy  advertisement  for  Times  newspajier 2  6 

Attending  inserting  same 6  8 

Paid  insertion,  etc 16  6 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 9  2 

Paid  insertion,  etc 16  6 

The  like  for  Standard 9  2 

Paid  insertion,  etc - 16  5 

Attending  at  Gazette  office  to  get  advertisement  as  to  claim  of  Madame  de 

la  Batut  inserted  a  second  time 6  8 

Paid  for  insertion 1    1  0 

Copy  advertisement  for  Times  newspaper 2  6 

Attending  inserting  same 6  8 

Paid  insertion 16  0 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 9  2 

Paid  for  insertion,  etc 16  0 

The  like  for  Standard 9  2 

Paid  for  insertion,  etc 16  0 
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Attending  Mr.  Cullington  to  know  if  he  could  identify  Mr.  Fitall,  which  he 

declined  doing  unless  the  arrears  of  the  annuity  were  paid 6  8 

Attending  bespeaking  peremptory  advertisement  as  to  Hungerford's  death.  6  8 

Paid  master's  clerk 1     1  0 

The  like  chai^ges  as  to  Madame  Batut's  claim 17  8 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  with  Madame  de  la  Batut' s  letter,  and  conferring 
thereon,  when  he  agreed  with  us  in  thinking  that  she  had  abandoned  all 

claim  under  the  estate 6  8 

Attending  at  Gazette  office  to  get  peremptory  advertisement  inRorted  as  to 

Mr.  Hungerford's  death 6  8 

Paid  for  Gazette  and  insertion 18  2 

Copy  advertisement  for  Times  newspaper 2  6 

Attending  inserting  the  same 6  8 

Paid  insertion,  etc 16  5 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 9  2 

Paid  insertion,  etc 16  5 
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The  like  for  Standard 9  2 

Paid  insertion,  etc 16  6 

Attending  at  Gazette  office  to  get  peremptory  advertisement  as  to  claim  of 

Madame  de  la  Batut  inserted 6  8 

Paid  insertion 1     1  0 

Copy  of  advertisement  for  Times  newspaper 2  6 

Attending  inserting  same 6  8 

P^d  insertion 16  0 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 9  2 

P^d  insertion 16  0 

The  like  for  Standard 9  2 

P^d  insertion 16  0 

Attending  at  Gazette  office  to  get  peremptory  advertisement  inpcrted  a 

second  time  as  to  death  of  Mr.  Hungerford 6  8 

Pbid  for  Gazette  and  insertion 18  2 

Ck>py  advertisement  for  Times 2  6 

Attending  inserting  same 6  8 

Paid  insertion,  etc 16  6 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 9  2 

Paid  insertion,  etc 16  5 

The  like  for  Standard 9  2 

Paid  insertion,  etc 16  5 

Attending  at  the  Gazette  office  to  insert  the  peremptory  advertisement  a 

second  time  as  to  claim  of  Madame  de  la  Batut 6  8 

Paid  for  insertion  and  Grazette 110 

Ck)py  advertisement  for  Times 2  6 

Paid  insertion 16  0 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 9  2 

Paid  insertion 16  0 

The  like  for  Standard 9  2 

Paid  for  insertion 16  0 

Attending  at  Mr.  Deacon's  to  ascertain  if  any  of  the  foreign  papers  had 
arrived,  when  he  handed  us  three  of  the  French  papers  which  he  had 

only  received  that  morning 6  8 

Perusing  and  examining  same,  and  ascertaining  they  were  full  of  errors; 
attending  Mr.  Deacon  again,  and  correcting  same,  and  requesting  him  to 

get  same  correctly  inserted 13  4 

Writing  Madame  de  la  Batut,  in  answer  to  her  last  letter,  and  requesting 

any  information  she  could  give  as  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Hungerford 5  0 

Making  two  copies  of  peremptory  advertisement  to  get  translated  into 

French  and  Italian 5  0 

Attending  translators  therewith,  and  afterwards  for  same 13  4 

Paid  them 2    6  6 

Making  12  copies  for  insertion  in  the  foreign  papers 1  10  0 

Attending  Mr.  Deacon  therewith,  and  instructing  him  thereon 13  4 

Paid  for  foreign  advertisements 12    3  0 

Writing  long  letter  to  Mrs.  Batut,  in  answer 5  0 

Attending  paying  for  foreign  advertisements  and  for  receipts 6  8 

Attending  Mr.  Batut  in  very  long  conference,  when  he  urged  the  claim  of 
Madame  de  la  Batut;  but  we  informed  him  we  had  no  discretion  to 
apply  the  funds  except  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  and  told  him 
to  carry  in  a  claim  before  the  master;  when  he  stated  ''he  would  submit 
certain  documents  of  evidence  material  to  the  plaintiff's  case,  for  an 

inspection  at  10:30  o'clock  next  day" 13  4 
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Fftid  for  oaths  of  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore,  and  Fladgatc  to  thive  copies  of 
bill  delivered  to  Mr.  Rush 13    6 

April  29, — Attending  Mr.  Batut  for  upwards  of  two  hours,  when  he 
appeared  desirous  of  making  terms  as  to  the  information  he  could  give 
relative  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Hungerford  without  children,  which  he 
assured  us  we  could  not  obtain  elsewhere;  and  informing  him  we  could 
communicate  with  plaintiff  thereon,  and  requesting  him  to  put  any  legal 
claims  he  might  have  into  the  hands  of  his  solicitors,  and  we  promised  to 
represent  to  Mr.  Rush  his  statement 1     1     0 

Writing  to  Mr.  Rush  on  the  above  subject,  and  requesting  appointment  to 
meet  him 5    0 

May  1. — Attending  Mr.  Gardner  in  long  conference  as  to  the  claims  of 
Madame  Batut,  which  we  thought  were  much  larger  than  would  be 
allowed  her  on  proof  before  the  master;  and  we  i)08tpone<l  a  final  deter- 
mination until  we  had  again  l(>oke<l  through  the  papers 13    4 

May  2. — Attending  at  Mr.  Rush's  in  long  conference  as  to  the  application 
of  Mr.  Batut,  when  it  was  dec'ided  that  we  could  not  offer  any  pledge 
that  attention  would  be  paid  to  his  application,  but  that  we  must  pro- 
cure from  him  such  information  as  he  could  give,  and,  if  it  appeared  that 
he  had  any  just  claim,  we  would  offer  no  technicral  or  unnecessary  delay 
to  it 13    4 

May  4. — Attending  Mr.  Gardner,  conferring  very  fully  again  hereon;  when 
he  stated  that  Mr.  Smitlison  i)os8e8sed  himself  of  the  proi>erty  of  the  late 
Mr.  Di(!kinson,  and  never  rendered  an  account;  and  that  he  (Mr.  Gard- 
ner) considered  that  a  bill  should  now  Ik?  fileil  against  the  defendant 
(Drummond),  as  executor  of  the  testator  in  this  cause,  for  such  account; 
and  that  it  was  expecteii  a  larger  sum  would  be  found  to  have  l)een 
received;  but  that  at  all  events  a  claim  would  l)e  established  to  a  life  inter- 
est in  a  sum  (xjual  to  that  stated  in  the  will  to  be  the  nephew's  property, 
viz,  £260  per  annum,  which,  in  point  of  fact,  had  been  the  amount  of 
allowances  made  to  Mrs.  Batut  by  the  testator,  as  she  could  prove;  an<l 
we  urged  that  filing  a  bill  would  be  useless,  as  it  was  impossible  to 
furnish  an  account,  but  would  search  through  all  the  docmnents  in  the 
plaintiff's  custody  or  power,  and  give  them  every  facility  to  settle  the 
matter  in  the  master's  ofliTce 13    4 

May  5. — Attending  Mons.  Batut  for  upward  of  two  hours,  when  we  told 
him  the  only  chance  for  his  obtaining  any  renumeration  from  the  plaintiff 
was  to  furnish  him  with  every  information  in  his  power  relative  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  Hungerford,  which  he  seemed  very  im willing  to  do,  without 
a  pledge  that  something  should  be  done,  and  we  assured  him  that  no 
party  here  could  give  such  pledge,  and  that  if  he  was  really  disposexl  to  sell 
his  information,  he  must  put  his  terms  into  writing,  when  he  state<l  that 
he  would  consider  the  course  to  adopt,  and  advising  him  to  give  us  the 
infomiation,  and  informing  him  if  he  did  not  we  should  resist  Madame 
Batut* s  claim  in  every  possible  way 110 

May  6. — Attending  at  Mr.  Deacon's;  going  through  and  jwrusing  the  docu- 
ments deposited  in  the  boxes, etc.;  to  answer  Mr.  Gardner's  inquiry,  but 
could  find  nothing;  engaged  several  hours I     1     0 

May  11. — Attending  Mr.  Gardner  as  to  Mr.  Batut's  claim,  when  he  required 
to  be  furnished  with  an  account  of  the  payments  made  by  Mr.  Smithson 
in  his  lifetime  to  Madame  de  la  Batut,  which  we  promised  to  procure,  as 
evidence  of  the  fund  she  might  claim  under  the  will  of  Dickinson !.'}    4 

Attending  Mr.  Deacon,  making  inquiry  as  to  the  foreign  pajKjrs,  when  he 
band^  us  several  French  ones,  and  promised  to  writ^  for  the  Italian §    3 
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May  18. — Attending  Mr.  Batut  on  his  furnishing  us  with  the  required 
information,  when  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Hungerford  was  buried  at  a 
Dominican  convent,  at  Pisa,  under  the  name  of  Baron  de  la  Batut,  on  the 
5th  of  June,  1835,  and  that  a  stone  was  raised  to  his  memory;  but  that 
his  ser\'ant,  Leo  Fema,  could  not  be  found,  and  he  urged  his  claim  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  plaintiff,  when  we  informed  him  that  we  could 
not  entertain  such  claim,  but  referred  him  at  once  to  Mr.  Rush,  or  to  the 
American  Government 13    4 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  afterwards,  conferring  on  Mr.  Batut's  information  and 
application,  when  it  was  determined  that  a  meeting  should  take  place  in 
our  presence  between  Mr.  Rush  and  Mr.  Batut 13    4 

Attending  Mr.  Gardner  to  confer  as  to  appointment  with  Monsieur  Batut, 
but  he  was  out  of  town ;  writing  Mr.  Rush  thereon 5    0 
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Attending  at  Messrs.  Drummond,  going  through  their  books  to  ascertain 
whether  any  drafts  hatl  been  drawn  upon  them  by  the  testator,  which 
would  tally  with  the  claim  brought  forward  by  Mrs.  Batut,  but  found  it 
was  the  testator's  habit  to  draw  only  for  large  sums,  and  his  accomit 

proved  nothing 13    4 

May  SO.  — Paid  for  copy  charge  of  Mrs.  Batut's,  folios  36 4    6 

Attending  warrant  to  proceed  thereon,  when  the  master  directed  interroga- 
tories to  be  exhibited  for  the  examination  of  Mr.  Drummond (>    0 

June  1. — Paid  for  copy  charge  of  Mrs.  Fitall,  folios  12 1    6 

June  2. — Attending  Mr.  Batut  further  as  to  his  alleged  claim,  and  the  infor- 
mation he  still  withheld  and  promised  to  afford  us 6    8 

June  5. — Attending  him  again  on  the  above  subject,  and  asking  him  what 
he  require<l;  when  he  promised  to  consider  our  request  and  see  us  thereon 

next  day 0    8 

Attending  Messrs.  Pemberton,  atlvising  them  what  had  taken  place,  and 

requesting  them  to  attend  the  next  day  with  Mr.  Batut 6    8 

June  6. — Attending  warrant  on  Mrs.  Fitall's  charge  when  the  ma^iter  directed 

an  affidavit  in  support  verifying  when  he  died 6    8 

June  6. — Attending  Mr.  Batut,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Rush,  when  Mr.  Batut 
stated  that  he  would  make  the  recjuisite  affidavit,  and  taking  full  instruc- 
tions for  same;  but  on  our  application  for  an  appointment  to  swear  siiiue, 
he  changed  his  mind,  and  stated  that  he  would  not  make  the  affidavit 
unless  he  had  a  pledge  from  Mr.  Rush  that  he  would  support  his  claim 
in  America,  which  he  did  not  feel  justified  in  giving,  and  therefore  tlr^ 

treaty  was  l)roken  off;  engaged  upward  of  two  hours 1     1     0 

Instnictions  for  affidavit ^    8 

Drawing  same,  folios  14 It    0 

Attending  Messrs.  Peml)erton  thereon,  and  urging  them  to  get  affidavit 

made,  and  to  bring  in  same  evidence  in  support  of  their  state  of  facts (»    8 

June  9. — Writing  Mr.  Rush  very  fully  thereon 5    0 

June  JO. — Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  very  long  conference  on  Mr.  Batut's  con- 
duct, and  informing  him  of  the  nature  of  the  evidence  sent  us  from  Italy, 

which  we  thought  was  quite  sufficient 13    4 

Attending  Mr.  Cullington,  pressing  him  to  leave  in  the  master's  office 
his  affidavit,  required  in  support  of  charge  as  to  FitalPs  annuity,  when 
he  promised  to  see  his  client  thereon  and  to  proceed  with  the  charge 
forthwith <>    8 

H.  Doc.  732 6 
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Paid  postage  of  foreign  letter  from  Mr.  Berri 4    1 

June  16. — Attending  Mr.  Gardner  to  press  him  to  bring  in  the  particulars 

of  proof  of  Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  and  conferring  on  claim 6    8 

June  19. — Paid  for  copy  affidavit  in  support  of  charge  of  Mrs.  Fitall,  folios  8.  10 

June  ^. — Attending  warrant  to  proceed  on  charge  of  Mrs.  FitalPs,  same 

allowed 6    8 

Paid  for  warrant  for  Mrs.  Batut  to  bring  in  evidence  in  support  of  charge, 
otherwise  it  would  be  disallowed,  copy  and  service  (no  clerk  in  court) . .  5    6 

Writing  Mr.  Rush  as  to  Fitall's  annuity 5    0 

June  23. — Writing  Mr.  Rush,  at  defendant  Drummond's  request,  touching 
an  application  made  to  him  by  Mr.  Batut,  and  requiring  his  instructions 

thereon 5    0 

Having  received  from  Leghorn  an  official  certificate  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Hungerford,  authenticated  by  Mr.  Falconer  (the  consul),  attending  at 
the  Foreign  Office,  to  ascertain  what  gentleman  connected  with  the  office 
could  verify  the  signature,  and  found  Mr.  Hertslet  was  known  to  him, 

but  he  was  from  town 6    8 

/unf  ;?^.— Attending  Messrs.  Pemberton  &.  Co.,  on  their  stating  they  were 
preparing  instructions  for  the  interrogatories,  but  previous  to' completing 
them,  they  were  anxious  to  examine  some  papers  belonging  to  the  testa- 
tor, in  a  black  trunk  in  our  possession — going  through  same  with  him — 

but  they  afforded  him  no  information;  engaged  two  hours 13    4 

June  26. — Attending  Mr.  Grardner  this  morning,  upward  of  two  hours,  on 
the  subject  of  Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  endeavoring  to  come  to  some  arrange- 
ment and  to  ascertain  if  her  claim  was  really  founded  in  justice 13    4 

June  S9. — The  master  having  required  evidence  of  the  insertion  of  the  for- 
eign advertisements  and  as  to  their  correctness,  instructions  for  affi- 
davits    6    8 

Drawing  same,  and  fair  copies;  folios  14 14    0 

Fair  copy  for  perusal 4    8 

Attending  Mr.  Deacon  and  Mr.  Whittaker,  severally,  therewith,  and  finally 

settling  same 13    4 

Engrossing  same 4    8 

Attending  Mr.  Deacon  to  the  public  office  toget  sworn  to  the  same;  Mr. 

Whittaker  could  not  attend 6    8 

Paid  two  oaths 3    0 

July  1. — Attending  Mr.  Whittaker  toget  sworn 6    8 

Paid  oath 1    6 

Paid  Mr.  Whittaker  and  Mr.  Deacon  for  loss  of  time  and  trouble 2    2    0 

Attending  paying  same  and  keeping  receipt 6    8 

Warrant  on  leaving  tw^o  copies,  and  services 6    0 

Attending  Mr.  Gardner,  pressing  him  to  support  a  claim  of  Mrs.  Batut's; 
informing  him,  if  not  done  forthwith,  we  should  exclude  her  altogether 
from  the  report;  when  he  informed  us,  if  we  did,  he  should  immediately 

file  a  bill 0    8 

Attending  warrant  as  to  Mrs.  Batut's  evidence  in  support  of  her  charge, 
when  Mr.  Gardner  undertook  to  have  interrogatories  on  the  following  day .  G    8 

Paid  for  copy  of  interrogatories — for  twelve  close  copies 1    6 

Carriage  of  parcel  from  Pisa 4    0 

Inclosing  certificate 7    8 

Having  received  the  above  (certificate  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Hungerford,  attend- 
ing Mr.  Whittaker  to  get  same  translated 6    8 

Paid  his  charges 2  14    0 
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Attending  warrant  to  settle  interrogatories  as  to  Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  when 

the  master  allowed  same,  subject  to  any  objections  the  defendant  might 

make  to  the  exhibits  which  were  not  left  in  the  office 16    8 

Warrants  for  Mrs.  Batut  to  bring  in  exhibits,  copy,  and  service — not  in 

cause 5    6 

July  17. — Attending  counsel,  in  long  conference,  as  to  these  interrogatories 

and  exhibits i:{    4 

Paid  his  fee,  and  clerk I     ('>    0 

Attending G    8 

Attending  to  Mr.  Rush,  in  very  long  conference  on  the  state  of  the  suit,  and 

advising  with  him  as  to  incurring  any  extra  expense  in  the  inquiricH 

after  Mr.  Hungerford's  death 18    4 

Writing  Messrs.  Pemberton  on  the  proposed  exhibits,  and  copy 5    0 

Writing  to  Mr.  Rush  very  fully,  in  answer  to  a  letter  received  from  him  as 

to  probable  time  suit  would  take 7    (> 

Drawing  request  to  accountant-general  to  invest  dividends 2    (» 

Attending  him  thereon 6    8 

Paid  his  fee 4    0 

Attending  Mr.  Rush,  informing  him  of  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  report 

before  office  closed,  and  explaining  the  necessity  of  giving  Madame  Batut 

the  means  of  establishing  her  claim  rather  than  file  a  bill ({    8 

Attending  warrant  to  proceed  on  Mrs.  Batut's  claim  when  exhibits  were 

left  in  support  thereof 6    8 

Paid  for  copy  examined,  folfos  28 3    0 

Close  copy 9    4 

Jvly  f5, — Attending  warrant  and    interrogatories  when  the  same  were 

finally  settled,  the  solicitors  for  Madame  de  la  Batut  having  brought  in 

exhibits 6    8 

Drawing  and  fair  copy  state  of  facts  as  to  the  death  of  Henry  Hungerford, 

folios  48 I  12    0 

Warrant  on  leaving  same,  two  copies  and  services 6    0 

Instructions  for  affidavits  in  support 6    8 

Drawing  same,  and  fair  copy,  folios  4 .- 4    0 

Attending  Mr.  Hertslet  several  times  to  endeavor  to  get  him  to  appoint  a 

time  to  swear,  but  could  not 6    8 

Attending  at  the  master^s  office  to  examine  exhibits  with  the  copies,  and 

engaged  comparing  same,  but  found  one  missing (>    8 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  a  very  long  conference  on  the  subject  of  tliis  suit. .  13  4 
Aug,  14' — Attending  at  the  foreign  office  and  conferring  on  the  affidavit 

with  Mr.  Hertslet,  when  he  requested  us  to  leave  the  rep<jrt,  certificates, 

and  affidavits  with  him,  and  he  would  appoint  a  time  to  swear  affitiavit.         13    4 

Engrossing  affidavit,  folios  4 2    0 

Attending  Mr.  Hertslet  to  lie  sworn (i    8 

Paid  oath  and  exhibit 4    0 

Paid  his  charges 1     1     0 

Warrant  on  leaving  copy  and  service (i    0 

Postage  of  letter  to  Mr.  Tannin,  in  answer  to  his  letter  relative  to  death  of 

Mr.  Hungerford 1    8 

Writing  very  long  letter  to  Mr.  Rush,  informing  him  of  what  had  taken 

place 5    0 

Instructions  for  further  affidavits  in  support 6    8 

Drawing  same,  and  fair  copy,  folios  20 I    0    0 

Engroesing  same (>    8 
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Writing  Mr.  Rush,  stating  the  result  of  our  inquiries  touching  the  property 
formerly   belonging  to  Mr.  Dickinson,  under  whose  will   Mrs.  Batut 

claime<l 5  0 

Sept,  ^. — Attending  Mr.  Rush,  conferring  and  explaining  the  position  of 
Mrs.  Batut^s  claim,  and  the  effect  of   the  information  receivetl  from 

France,  from  which  it  would  appe  r  that  such  claim  was  fraudulent 13  4 

Instructions  for  affidavit  of  Mr.  Whittaker  as  to  verification  of  translatcil 

copy  of  report  from  Pisa 6  8 

Drawing  same,  and  fair  copy,  folios  4 4  0 

Copy  report  to  annex  as  exhibit 10  0 

Attending  Mr.  Whittaker,  conferring  thereon,  and  getting  him  to  settle 

same 6  8 

Engrossing  same,  folios  4 1  4 

Attending  him  to  be  sworn * 6  8 

Paid  oaths  and  exhibits 4  0 

Warrant  and  leaving  copy  and  service 8  6 

Paid  him  for  loss  of  time 1     1  0 

Attending  swearing  further  affidavits  in  support  of  plaint  iff  h  facts 6  8 

Paid  oath,  etc 4  0 
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Warrant  on  leaving  same,  copy  and  service 6  0 

Warrant  to  proceed  on  Mrs.  Batut* s  charge,  copy  and  service 8  6 

Attending  warrant,  and  proceeding  thereon 6  8 

Instructions  for  affidavit  for  Mr.  Curdy,  verifying  translation  of  notarial 

act  made  at  Paris  after  the  decease  of  Mr.  Hungerfonl 6  8 

Drawing  same,  and  fair  copy,  folios  4 4  0 

Copy  translation,  to  annex  as  an  exhibit 8 

Engrossing  affidavit,  folios  4 1  4 

Attending  to  be  sworn 6  8 

Paid  oath,  etc 4  0 

Warrant  on  leaving  two  copies  and  service 6  0 

Warrant  on  leaving  further  evidence 6  0 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  very  long  conference  on  tlie  progress  of,  and  advis- 
ing on,  this  suit,  and  taking  his  instructions  thereon 13  4 

Paid  for  transcript  of  account 4  0 

Attending  bespeaking,  and  afterwards  for  same 6  8 

Drawing  request  to  accountant-general  to  invest  dividends 2  6 

Attending  bespeaking  investment  of  dividends 6  8 

Paid  fee 4  0 

Instructions  for  affidavit  of  Mr.  Hertslet,  verifying  notarial  a<'t  as  to  death 

of  Mr.  Hungerford 6  8 

Drawing  same,  and  fair  copy,  folios  4 4  0 

Attending  him  to  peruse  and  settle  same 6  8 

Engrossing  same 1  4 

Attending  him  to  be  sworn 6  8 

Paid  oath  and  exhibit 4  0 

Paid  his  charge 1     1  0 

Warrant  on  leaving  two  copies  and  services 6  0 

Warrant  to  proceed  on  state  of  facts,  and  charge  of  plaintiff,  as  to  death  of 

Mr.  Hungerford,  copy  and  service 6  0 

Attending  warrant,  same  proceedt^l  with  and  allowed,  and  warrant  onlered 

to  be  issued  on  Mrs.  Batut's  charge 6  8 
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Warrant  to  proceed  on  state  of  facts,  and  charge  of  Mrs.  Batut's,  copy  and 

service 8    6 

Attending  bespeaking  transcript  in  original  cause,  and  afterwards  for  same.  6    8 

Paid 4    0 

Sept.  29. — Attending  Mr.  Rush,  reporting  and  advising  on  the  progress  of 

the  proceedings  in  the  master's  office ()    8 

Dec.  4' — Attending  warrant  and  proceeding  on  facts  and  charge  of  Mrs.  Ba- 

tut,  when  the  master  directed  another  warrant  to  issue 6    8 

Warrant  to  proceed,  three  copies  and  service 8    6 

Attending  warrant  when  the  master  said  he  thought  she  had  established  a 
claim  to  half  of  the  income  of  the  French  fund,  but  would  give  us  leave 
to  inquire  and  prove,  if  we  could,  that  it  had  been  already  satisfied  and 
he  directe<i  us  to  obtain  an  order  to  state  special  circumstances  in  regard 

to  her  claim,  the  words  of  the  decree  not  being  sufficient 6    8 

Writing  Mr.  Rush  very  fully  thereon 5    0 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  a  very  long  conference,  and  advising  with  him  on 
the  expediency  of  opposing  Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  as  it  would  cause  much 
delay,  and  stop  the  order  on  further  directions;  and  explaining  same  fully 
to  him,  when  he  promised  to  consider  the  same,  and  see  us  again  thereon .  13  4 
Dec.  14' — Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  very  long  conference  as  to  Mrs.  Batut,  on 
his  having  duly  considered  the  subject;  when  he  instructed  us  to  write 
to  Paris  to  obtain  such  evidence  as  we  could,  and  lay  same  before  coun- 
sel, to  advise  on  the  expediency  of  opposing  Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  we  being 
of  opinion  that  evidence  might  be  obtained  that  would  repel  her  claim. .  13  4 
Dec.  19. — Attending  at  the  foreign  office  to  make  inquiry  touching  the 
swearing  of  affidavits  abroad  before  a  proper  tribunal,  and  found  that 

they  could  be  sworn  before  the  British  consul 6    8 

Instructions  for  affidavit  to  be  sworn  by  the  stockbroker  who  transferred 

same 6    8 

Drawing  same  and  fair  copy,  folios  6,  and  fair  copy  to  send  to  Paris 6    0 

Instructions  for  affidavit  of  a  notary  as  to  some  documents  in  his  possession 

relative  to  the  transfer 6    8 

Drawing  same  and  fair  copy,  folios  8 8    0 

Fair  copy  to  send  to  Paris 2    8 

Writing  Mr.  Truftant  therewith  and  fully  thereon,  and  urging  him  to  get 
affidavits  sworn  if  possible  in  their  present  shape,  but  if  not,  to  advise 

with  some  English  solicitor  at  Paris 7    6 

Dec.  £9. — Postage  letter  from  Mr.  Truftant  requiring  further  instruction...  1    2 

Writing  to  him  very  fully  thereon 7    6 

Instructions  to  amend  decree 13    4 

Drawing  notice  of  motion  to  amend  decree 2    0 

Copy  and  service 2    0 

Drawing  and  engrossing  affidavit  of  service 6    0 

Attending  swearing 6    8 

Paid  oath 1    6 

Attending  filing  and  for  office  copy 6    8 

Paid 6    0 

Drawing  brief  for  counsel  to  move 10    0 

Paid  him  and  clerk 13    6 

Attending  him 6    8 

Jan.  8f  18S8. — Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  very  long  conference  on  the  progress 

of  the  cause,  etc 13    4 

Term  fee,  etc 1     1     8 


86  SMITHSONIAN    BEQITKST. 

HILARY  TERM,  1838. 

£    s.    d. 

Jan,  11. — ^Attending  court,  motion  made  and  ordere<i  at»c!ordingly 13    4 

Postage  of  letter  to  Mr.  Truftant,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of 

Mrs.  Batut's  claim 1    2 

Copy  same,  to  send,  folios  36 12    0 

Writing  him  very  fully  therewith  and  thereon 7    6 

Paid  for  copy  minutes 2    0 

Close  copy 1    0 

Attending  settling 6    8 

Paid  for  order 10    0 

Attending  roister  to  draw  up  and  jwiss  onier 6    8 

Paid  entering 1    0 

Attending  to  enter  same 6    8 

Jan.  23, — Postage  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Truftant,  containing  a  c^srtiticate, 
signed  by  the  charg^  d'affaires,  whi(;h,  from  his  letter,  appeareil  the  best 

evidence  he  could  proc'ure  for  us 2    4 

Writing  him  that  same  was  not  sufficient,  and  requesting  to  know,  per 
return,  whether  or  not  the  Hto(rkbroker  could  make  an  affidavit  as  to  the 
fact  of  instructing  him  thereon,  and  if  he  (H)uld  not  procure  suc^h  affida- 
vit, to  make  one  himself 7    6 

./a?*.  .'/(?. ^Postage  letter  from  Mr.  Truftant 5    0 

Jan.  SI. — Attending  Mr.  Rush,  fully  conferring  as  to  the  inquiries  touching 
Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  when  he  stateil  he  would  consider  same,  and  decide 

whether  to  proceed  or  not 13    4 

Feb.  5. — Attending  Mr.  Rush  on  his  wishing  to  know  the  result  of  the  pro- 
ceedings if  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Batut  were  resisted,  and  to  what  extent  the 
proceedings  might  l)e  carried  by  her,  and  explaining  same  very  fully  to 

him,  when  he  wishwl  us  to  write  a  letter  to  him  thereon 13    4 

Writing  letter  and  copy 5    0 

Feb.  6. — Attending  counsel  in  long  cx)nference  on  the  evidence  obtained 
from  Paris,  and  as  to  the  expe<lien(ry  of  bringing  same  into  the  master's 

office 13    4 

Fee  to  him  and  clerk  thereon 1    6    0 

Attending  him 6    8 

Copy  of  Mr.  Truftant's  affidavit,  to  keep 2    8 

Warrant  on  leaving  three  copies,  and  services 8    6 

Warrant  to  pnn'eeil  on  claim,  three  copies,  and  »er\'ice8 8    6 

Feb.  /P.— Attending  warrant  and  proceeding  on  state  of  facts  and  affidavits 

in  opposition  to  Mrs.  Batut' s  claim,  when  claim  allowe<i 6    8 

Warrant  to  show  cause  why  warrant  on  preparing  draft  report  should  not 

issue,  three  copies,  and  services 8    6 

Feb.  21. — Attending  warrant,  no  cause  shown 6    8 

Warrant,  on  preparing  three  copies,  and  services 8    6 

Copy  will  of  testator  for  the  master,  folios  8 2    8 

Paid  for  copy  draft  reiwrt,  folios  48 6    0 

Close  copy 16    0 

Mar,  1. — Warrant  to  settle,  three  copies,  and  services 8    6 

Attending  same 6    8 

Attending  Messrs.  Pemberton,  conferring  very  fully  on  the  draft  report 
and  the  several  inaccuratnes  therein,  and  calculating  amount  of  arrears, 

etc. ,  due 6    8 

Attending  warrant  cm  charge  of  Messrs.  Clarke  <fe  Co.,  when  same  alloweil.  6    8 

Paid  for  copy  same,  folios  6 9 
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Close  copy 2  0 

Paid  for  copy  affidavit  in  support,  folios  4 6 

Close  copy 1  4 

Another  warrant  to  settle  report,  three  copies,  and  services 8  6 

Attending  warrant  and  settling  report;  but  the  master  directed  many  addi- 
tions to  1x5  maile  thereto,  and  an  affidavit  to  be  obtaine<l  from  a  broker 

in  the  city  as  to  the  amount  of  exchange 6  8 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  very  long  conference  thereon  l>efore,  at,  and  after 
the  above  warrant,  when  he  directed  us  to  obtain  the  order  on  further 

direc^tions  aa  soon  as  possible 13  4 

Mar.  9. — Attending  Mr.  Rush  again,  conferring  fully  herein 13  4 

Mar.  12. — Attending  Messrs.  Pemberton  as  to  the  cause  of  delay  in  obtain- 
ing the  necessary  affidavit,  when  they  promised  to  bring  same  in  in  a  few 

days 6  8 

Paid  for  copy  of  affidavit  of  Mr.  Boyd,  folios  6 9 

Close  copy : 2  0 

Mar.  17. — Attending  warrant  and  proceeding  on  state  of  facts 6  8 

Mar.  '20. — Paid  for  fresh  copy  report,  folios  44 5  6 

Close  copy 14  8 

Warrant  to  sign,  three  cx>pies,  and  service.? 8  6 

Attending  same (5  8 

Paid  for  drawing,  signing,  and  transcribing  report 3    9  6 

Paid  filing  and  for  office  copy 1  16  10 

Attending  to  file fi  8 

Drawing  and  engrossing  petition  to  confirm  report  alisokite  in  the   first 

instance 4  0 

Attending  getting  consents 6  8 

Attending  to  present 6  8 

Paid  answer  and  for  order 7  0 

Two  copies  and  services  on  clerks  in  court 4  0 

Draft  on  Peml^erton 2  6 

Drawing  and  engrossing  petition,  to  8i*t  d<jwn  cause  on  furt!:er  directions 

and  costs 4  0 

Attending  to  present 6  8 

Phid  answer  and  setting  down  cause,  oti* 19  0 

Two  copies,  and  services,  order  on  clerks  in  court 4  0 

Draft  on  Messrs.  Pemberton 2  6 

Attending  defendant's  solicitor  for  consent  to  hear  cause  immediately 13  4 

Making  copy  decree  for  the  master  of  the  rolls,  four  sides 2  8 

Making  report,  folios  48 1(5  0 

Attending  to  leave  same 6  8 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  very  long  conference,  explaining  that  the  report 
had  been  confirmed,  and  giving  him  extracts  of  all  the  dates  and  pro- 
ceedings, etc.,  and  advising  him  as  to  the  future  proceedings,  etc 13  4 

Drawing  and  engrossing  copy  affidavit  of  service  of  order  to  set  cause  down .          3  4 

Attending  to  be  sworn 6  8 

Paid  oath 1  6 

Attending  filing  and  afterwards  for  same 6  8 

Paid  filing  and  for  office  copy 3  4 

Attending  Mr.  Rush,  informing  him  cause  was  set  down  and  would  be 

heard  in  Easter  term,  and  conferring  thereon 13  4 

Instructions  for  petition 0  8 
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Drawing  and  fair  copy  petition  to  be  heanl  with  the  cause,  on  further 

directions,  folios  88 4    8  0 

Attending  Mr.  Rush,  conferring  thereon,  when  he  wished  counsel  to  be 

advised  with  thereon 13  4 

Attending  conferring  with  Mr.  Shad  well  thereon,  when  he  advised  cause 

to  be  set  down  and  petition  to  be  presented  afterwards 13  4 

Paid  his  fee  and  clerk 1    6  0 

Attending  him 6  8 

Drawing  proposed  minutes,  folios  12 12  0 

Fair  copy  for  Mr.  Shadwell 4  0 

Attending  him  in  conference  and  settling  same 13  4 

Paid  his  fee  and  clerk 16  0 

Attending  him 6  8 

Two  copies  minutes  for  defendants 6  8 

Attending  them  therewitli  and  thereon,  and  finally  agreeing  to  same 13  4 

Drawing  brief  on  further  directions,  7  brief  sheets 2    6  8 

Two  fair  copies  for  counsel 2    6  8 

Drawing  observations  for  plaintiff,  2  brief  sheets 13  4 

Two  fair  copies  for  counsel 13  4 

Attending  Messrs.  Pemlxjrton  on   their  requesting  some  information  in 

onler  to  draw  their  petition,  and  giving  them  same,  engage<l  some  time, 

term  fi^,  etc 1     1  8 

EASTER  TERM,  1838. 

Attending  to  bespeak  and  afterwanls  for  certificate  of  funds  in  court  in  this 

(!au8e 6  8 

The  like  in  original  (tause 6  8 

Fee  to  Mr.  Peml>erton  and  clerk  with  brief 5  10  0 

Attending  him 6  8 

Fee  to  Mr.  Shadwell  and  clerk .'i    5  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

Attending  Mr.   Shmlwell,  obtaining  his  certitiitate  for  (tuuHe  to  1h'  licanl 

short 6  8 

Attending  register  therewith,  and  getting  cause  put  in  the  i>aper  for  next 

short  cause  day 6  8 

Attending  Mr.  Pemberton  to  appoint  a  amsultation  at  Westminster 6  8 

Fee  to  Mr.  Pemberton  and  clerk  thereon 2    9  6 

The  like,  Mr.  Shadwell 1     3  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

Writing  to  Mr.  Rush  informing  him  of  consultation 5  0 

Attending  consultation  when  Mr.  Pemberton  exjiressed  his  regret  that  the 
petition  had  not  been  presented,  and  directed  Mr.  Shadwell  to  draw  same 

immediately 13  4 

Paid  for  room 5  0 

May  1. — Mr.  Clarke  and  Fladgate's  attending  court;  cause  heard  and  onlere<l 
as  iHjr  minutes,  agreed,  but  the  order  to  stand  over  for  i)etition  to  como 

on  as  to  funds  Iwing  paid  to  Mr.  Rush 2    2  0 

Paid  court  fees 13  0 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  very  long  conference,  explaining  to  him  fully  what 

ha<l  taken  plat^?,  and  he  directed  us  to  use  all  expedition 13  4 

Perusing  and  considering  former  i^etition,   and   altering  same  in  many 

resj)ect8 1     1  0 
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Fee  to  Mr.  Shadwell  to  perupe  and  eettle 3    5  6 

Attending  him ^^ ...,,. 6  8 

Engrofising  same  and  paper,  folioH  77 1     8  8 

Copy  for  the  master  of  the  rolla 1     8  8 

Attending  presenting  petition,  when  the  secretary  direoteil  that  it  l)e  taken 

to  Westminster  to  be  answered  by  a  certain  day 6  8 

Attending  Mr.  Pemberton,  instructing  him  to  get  day  appointed  accord- 
ingly   6  8 

Attending  court  when  Mr.  Pemberton  mentioned  it  to  the  court,  and  it 

was  ordered  U)  be  answered  for  Tuesday  next 6  8 

Attending  his  lordship's  secretary,  and  getting  same  answered  accordingly.  6  8 

Paid  answering 6  6 

Two  copies  petition  for  service,  folios  77,  each 2  17  4 

Attending  serving  the  same  on  clerks  in  c«urt 4  0 

Drawing  and  engrossing  affidavit  of  service 3  4 

Attending  to  be  sworn 6  8 

Paid  (y&th 1  6 

Attending  to  file  and  for  office  copy 6  8 

Paid  for  office  copy 3  4 

Two  brief  copies  i)etition,  8  brief  sheets,  each 2  13  4 

Drawing  observations  to  accompany  2  brief  sheets 13  4 

Two  brief  copies  for  counsel 13  4 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  again  hereon,  conferring  and  a<l  vising  very  fully  hereon .  13  4 
Attending  register  to  get  original  decree  altered,  as  directed  by  the  court,  and 

after  some  trouble  getting  same  altered  accordingly 13  4 

Attcmding  to  enter  and  afterwards  for  same 6  8 

Paid  at  entering  neat  for  alteration " 1  0 

Fee  to  Mr.  Peml)erton  and  clerk  with  brief  petition 2    4  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

Fee  to  Mr.  Sha<l well  and  clerk 1     3  6 

Attending  him 6  8 

Writing  Mr.  Rush  tliat  the  court  would  not  sit  on  Tuesday,  and  that  i)etit ion 

wf)uld  be  in  on  Wednesday 5  0 

Attending  court,  i)etition  heard  and  ordere<l  as  praye<l 13  4 

Paid  court  fees 7  0 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  on  the  amount  of  funds  in  the  cause,  and  writing  him 
out  full  imrticulars  thereof,  and  taking  his  instructions  to  exi>e<lite  the 

transfer  and  jmyment  to  him 13  4 

Writing  to  Mr.  Truftant  as  to  his  charges  and  expenses,  etc 5  0 

Pai<l  ix)stage  letter  inclosing  same 2  4 

Paid  same  to  his  agents 10  0  0 

Attending  j)aying  same  and  for  receipt 6  8 

Writing  Mr.  Rush,  at  his  request,  with  full  jiarticulars  of  what  took  pla<*e 
at  the  hearing  of  the  causes  and  also  of  the  petition,  and  generally  on  the 

cause 7  6 

Attending  Mr.  Ilussey  to  draw  up  minutes,  when  he  said  the  registrar,  Mr. 
Callis,  who  was  in  court  on  the  petition,  ought  to  draw  them  up;  attending 
on  Mr.  Callis  and  with  him  to  Mr.  Hussey,  and  arguing  same,  when  it  was 
finally  determined  that  Mr.  Hussey  should  draw  up  the  minutes,  and  date 

them  the  12th — engaged  upwanl  of  an  hour. 13  4 

Paid  for  copy  minutes  of  decree 10  0 

Close  copy  thereof 5  0 
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£     A.  d. 

Several  attendances  upon  the  registrar,  to  procure  him  to  pass  order,  whic^h 

was  at  length  done 1    6  8 

Paid  for  order  on  further  directions 3  10  0 

Paid  expenditure 10  0 

Term  fee,  etc 118 

TRINITY  TERM.  1838. 

Attending  passing  same 13  4 

Paid  entering  same 6  6 

Attending 6  8 

Making  copy  ordering  part  of  the  decree  for  the  master 2  6 

Drawing  this  bill  of  costs,  and  fair  copy  for  the  master,  folios  180 6    0  0 

Warrant  on  leaving  same,  copy  and  service 4  6 

May  8, — Warrants  to  tax  copies  and  services 1  16  0 

Attending  same 2  13  4 

Paid  clerk  in  court 2  13  4 

Warrant  for  defendants  to  bring  in  their  costs,  two  copies  and  services 6  0 

Paid  for  copy  defendant  Dnimmond's  costs,  folios  72 9  0 

Attending  three  warrants,  taxing  same 1    0  0 

Paid  clerk  in  court 1    0  0 

Paid  for  copy  attorney-general*  s  costs,  folios  16 2  0 

Attending  warrant,  taxing  same 6  8 

Paid  clerk  in  court 6  8 

Paid  for  certificate  of  costs  and  transcribing 1    0  6 

Attending  to  file 6  8 

Paid  filing  same 3  10 

Attending  accountant-generaFs,  bespeaking  clerks 6  8 

Paid  entering  clerk  for  costs 2  4 

Attending  bespeaking  carrying  over  of  the  funds  and  cash  from  Hungerfonl 

f .  Drummond  to  this  caus^ 6  8 

Paid 5  0 

Attending  bespeaking  carrying  over  of  £5,015,  bank  £3  percents  to  Mrs. 

Batut's  account,  paid 6  8 

Attending  bespeaking  direction  for  transfer  of  all  the  funds  to  Mr.  Rush  in 

the  £3  percent  annuities 6  8 

Paid 2  6 

The  like  on  reduced  annuities 9  2 

The  like  on  bank  stock 9  2 

Attending  bespeaking  transfer  to  Mr.  R.  Rush 13  4 

Paid 1     4  0 

Paid  messenger 1  6 

Instructions  for  affidavit  as  to  residue  of  cash 6  8 

Drawing  and  fair  copy  affidavit 6  8 

Attending  to  be  sworn 6  8 

Paid  oath 1  6 

Paid  for  office  copy 4  8 

Attending  bespeaking  check  of  residue  of  cash 6.  8 

Paid  clerks  for  their  trouble 5    5  0 

Attending  to  identify  Mr.  Rush 6  8 

Paid  entering  check 2  4 

Term  fee,  etc 1    1  8 

Letters,  mesaengen,  etc 1  10  0 
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£     8.     d. 

For  various  attendance,  not  hereinbefore  enumerated,  on  Messrs.  Derby  and 
Raven,  the  solicitors  for  the  attorney-general;  Messrs.  Pemberton;  Crow- 
ley, and  Grardner,  the  solicitors  for  Mr.  de  la  fiatat,  and  Mr.  CuUington, 
the  solicitor  for  Mr.  Fitall,  to  urge  their  proceeding  in  the  several  matters 
connected  with  the  suit  with  all  possible  expedition,  it  being  the  earnest 
wish  of  Mr.  Rush  that  the  suit  should  be  brought  to  a  final  conclusion 
with  the  least  possible  delay 5    5    0 

May  26, — Attending  Mr.  Rush;  conferring  very  fully  with  him  as  to  the 
several  matters  remaining  to  be  done  to  wind  up  the  suit 13    4 

Junes. — Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  a  long  conference  as  to  winding  up  the 
suit,  and  the  difficulties  w^e  had  to  encounter  in  the  accountantgeneraPs 
office 13    4 

Attending  in  the  city  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  transfer  of  stock,  and 
found  it  would  not  be  made  until  Tuesday,  but  that  Mr.  Rush  could  sell 
it  out  the  same  day 13    4 

Writing  to  Mr.  Rush  to  inform  him  thereof  and  special  messenger  with 
letter 7    6 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  afterwards,  informing  him  what  arrangement  we 
should  suggest  to  him  as  to  selling  the  stock 6    8 

June  4* — Attending  Mr.  Rush  again  this  day,  conferring  on  the  transfer  of 
stock  and  as  to  winding  up  the  suit;  and  he  requested  us  to  write  him  an 
official  letter  announcing  the  transfer  of  the  funds 13    4 

Attending  at  the  accountant-general's  to  learn  if  the  stocks  were  trans- 
ferred, which  we  found  was  done 6    8 

Writing  an  official  letter  to  Mr.  Rush  to  inform  him  thereof,  according  to 
his  request 5    0 

June  5. — Attending  Mr.  Rush,  conferring  very  fully  in  what  remained  to  be 
done  and  as  to  the  steps  to  be  taken  by  him  to  realize  the  funds 13    4 

June  6. — Attending  Mr.  Rush  on  the  subject  of  the  residue  of  cash  in  court, 
which  was  to  be  paid  to  him,  and  explaining  that  we  could  procure  same 
out  of  court  by  Saturday;  and  he  requested  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  the  list  of  articles  deposited  with  Mr.  Deacon 13    4 

Coj)y  list  for  him  (schedule  marked  "  F *') ,  one  trunk  only  (see  list) 2    6 

June  8. — Attending  the  accountant-generaPs  to  learn  if  check  was  ready  for 
Mr.  Rush,  and  found  it  was  and  would  be  signed  this  day 6    8 

Writing  to  Mr.  Rush  to  inform  him  thereof  and  to  make  an  appointment 
for  him  to  attend  and  receive  same 5    0 

June  12. — ^Attending  Mr.  Deacon  to  ascertain  if  the  boxes  could  be  sent  to 
our  office;  and  he  not  being  home  writing  to  him  thereon 6    8 

June  18. — Attending  Mr.  Deacon  to  make  appointment  for  Mr.  Rush  to 
attend  to  inspect  contents  of  boxes 6    8 

Writing  to  Mr.  Rush  to  inform  him 5    0 

June  SO. — ^Attending  at  Mr.  Deacon's,  31  Upper  Norton  street,  to  meet  Mr. 
Rush  to  inspect  the  contents  of  boxes,  etc.;  but  the  boxes  being  more 
numerous  than  he  expected,  he  deferred  the  close  examination  of  them 
for  the  present 13    4 

June  SO. — Attending  Mr.  Rush,  conferring  on  what  remained  to  be  done  and 
making  arrangements  with  him  as  to  sending  the  box  we  had  here, 
together  with  the  plate  and  other  articles,  to  Mr.  Deacon's,  where  we 
should  meet  him  and  Ck>lonel  Aspinwall,  the  consul,  and  seal  all  the 
lx)xes  up 13    4 

Making  list  of  the  plate  and  other  articles 5    0 
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£  8.  d. 
Mr.  Rush  wishing  to  know  what  the  several  funds  would  have  realized  if 
they  could  have  been  sold  immediately  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Himger- 
ford,  attending  at  Messrs.  Dmmmond's  to  learn  what  the  prices  of  the 
several  stocks  then  were  and  making  a  calculation  accordingly;  and  draw- 
ing out  a  statement  for  Mr.  Rush,  from  which  it  appeared  that  after 
deducting  all  the  costs  the  funds  had  realized  £173 128.  Id.  more  now  than 
they  would  have  done  if  the  funds  had  all  been  sold  immediately  upon 

the  decease  of  Mr.  Hungerford 2    2    0 

Paid  for  a  new  lock  to  box 5    0 

July  5.— Attending  at  Mr.  Deacon's  to  meet  Mr.  Rush  and  CJolonel  Aspin- 
wall,  when  the  several  boxes  were  sealed  up  and  directions  given  for 

their  transmission  to  the  wharf 1     1    0 

Attending  at  the  accountant-general's  to  bespeak  a  transcript  of  account . .  6    8 

Paid  for  same 8    0 

Attending  to  prcwure  same 6    8 

Several  other  attendances  upon  Mr.  Rush,  furnishing  him  with  all  such 
further  information  as  he  required  previous  to  his  leaving  this  country 

for  America 3    3    0 

Letters  and  messengers,  coach  hire,  and  various  incidental  expenses 15    0 

490    4  10 


In  Chancery. 

Between  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  plaintiff,  and  Charles  Dnim- 
mond,  esq.,  and  Her  Majesty's  attorney-general,  defendants. 

Thomas  Clarke,  Thomas  Greorge  Fynmore,  and  William  Mark  Fladgate,  of  Craven 
street,  Strand,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  solicitors  and  copartners,  severally  make 
oath  and  say  that  the  several  disbursements  contained  in  the  aforegoing  account  have 
lx»en  duly  ma<le,  and  that  the  several  charges  therein  contained  are  just  and  true,  to 
the  l)eHt  of  these  deponents'  knowledge  and  belief. 

Thomas  Clarke. 

Thomas  G.  F^'nmore. 

Wm.  M.  Fladcmtb. 

Sworn  by  all  the  deponents,  at  the  public  office,  Southampton  Buildings,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  the  11th  day  of  July,  1838,  before  me. 

E.    WiNOFIELD. 


Clarice^  Fyrifinore  ck  Fladgate  to  RJchard  lifiR/i. 

43  Craven  Street,  Strand,  July  13,  1838. 
Dear  Sir:  With  reference  to  the  gun,  a  few  pieces  of  china,  and  a 
few  other  articles  of  a  miscellaneous  nature,  which  are  mentioned  in 
the  schedule  of  property  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  Smithson  (of  which 
schedule  we  furnished  to  you  a  copy),  and  which  articles  do  not  now 
appear  to  be  among  the  property  lately  under  the  charge  of  Messrs. 
Deacon,  we  beg  to  state  that  the  schedule  in  question  was  a  schedule 
prepared  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Smithson's  death,  now  sev^eral  years  back, 
and  that  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  articles  (which  appear  to  have  been 
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such  im  would  be  used  personally  by  Mr.  Smithson)  were  handed  to 
Mr.  Hungerford,  who,  indeed,  had  he  thought  fit  to  apply  for  them, 
would,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  have  obtained  possession  of 
all  the  property  lodged  with  Messrs.  Deacon,  and  which  is  now  handed 
over  to  you  as  representative  of  the  United  States. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  your  very  obedient  servants, 

Clarke,  Fynmork  &  Fladoate. 
Richard  Rush,  Esq. 


Rwhard  Ricsh  to  John  Forsyth, 

London,  July  i^  18S8. 

Sir:  All  the  transfers  of  stock  were  made  on  the  proper  days;  all 
the  money  was  received,  and  arrangements  are  now  in  daily  progress 
for  obtaining,  insuring,  and  shipping  the  gold.  It  will  be  on  board 
the  New  York  packet  Mediator^  Captain  Champlin,  by  or  before  the 
17th  instant,  in  which  ship  I  have  taken  my  passage,  intending  to 
embark  on  that  day.  The  costs  of  suit  have  been  paid,  but  the  other 
expenses,  arising  out  of  the  sale  of  the  stock  and  shipment  of  the  pro- 
ceeds, can  not  be  examined  and  settled  until  immediately  before  I 
embark,  as  the  whole  of  the  operations  can  not  be  completed  until 
then.  It  will  hence  not  be  in  my  power  to  make  a  statement  of  all 
these  expenses  until  I  arrive  at  New  York  or  Washington,  when  it 
shall  be  rendered  in  a  manner  that  I  trust  will  be  satisfactory.  I  can 
only  repeat  that  my  best  exertions  have  not  been  spared  to  keep  them 
all  within  a  compass  as  moderate  as  possible. 

I  received  at  the  Bank  of  England,  day  before  yesterday,  £900,  being 
the  interest  on  £60,000  of  consols  sold  on  the  6th  of  June.  It  will  be 
remembered  (see  my  No.  27)  that  this  amount  of  the  consols  was  sold 
on  time,  the  stock  not  being  deliverable  until  the  6th  of  July,  which 
was  the  day  after  the  dividends  for  the  last  six  months  fell  due,  by 
which  I  bcc^ame  entitled  to  receive  for  the  United  States  the  above 
sum  of  £900. 

The  boxes  and  trunk  mentioned  in  my  last  are  to  go  on  shipboard 
to-day.  Before  knowing  anything  of  their  contents,  I  thought  proper 
to  have  them  opened  and  examined  in  the  presence  of  our  consul  and 
two  other  persons.  A  large  portion  of  the  contents  proved  to  be 
unimportant;  nevertheless,  all  will  be  delivered  over  on  my  arrival  as 
I  received  them,  except  to  have  them  better  packed  for  a  sea  voyage, 
and  so  as  to  prevent  further  injury  to  that  which  time  and  bad  packing 
have  alreadv  done  to  them. 

I  design  to  leave  this  letter  behind  me,  to  be  forwarded  by  the 
British  steamer  Great  Western^  which,  although  not  to  sail  until  after 
the  Mediator^  may  be  expected  to  arrive  first  at  New  York.    My  going 


94  SMIIHSONIAN    BEQUEST. 

in  the  Oreat  Western  has  been  precluded  by  the  fact  of  her  accommo- 
dations for  passengers  having  all  been  engaged  long  befoi*e  I  knew  the 
time  when  I  should  be  able  to  close  the  business  in  my  hands,  and  have 
the  gold  ready  for  shipment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  i^emain,  with  great  respect, 

Youi'  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Account  of  Thouuis  Anpimoall. 

I,  Thomas  Aspinwall,  of  London,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy 

Evangelists,  do  declai*e  and  depose  that  the  within  account  is  just  and 

true,  and  that  the  services  therein  referred  to  and  specified  in  the 

vouchers  of  said  account,  signed  by  me,  and  marked,  respectively.  No. 

1,  No.  2,  were  duly  and  actually  performed. 

Thos.  Aspinwall. 

Sworn  this  17th  day  of  July,  1838,  at  London,  before  me. 

J.  Cowan,  Mayor. 


The  Hmi.  Richard  Hush^  agent  for  (fie  Smilhmniaii  fund,  in  account  current  with  Thomas 

AspintoaU. 

Dr.  Cr. 


1838. 
July  IG.  To  amount  of   invoice   of 
Hovereigns,  procured  and 
shipped  on  board  the  Me- 
diator, as  per  copy  here-      £       $.   (L 
with 106,666  12    5 

To  commission  for  various 
services,  as  per  account 
No.  1,  herewith 797  15    6 

To  charges  on  14  packages, 
shipped  on  board  the  Me- 
diator, as  per  account 
No.  2,  herewith 6  19    4 

106,370    7    3 


1888.  jt        8.  d, 

July  16.  By  cash  received  fn)m  liim.  106, 370    7    8 


106,870    7    8 


Til  Oh.   Akpinwall. 
LuNix>N,  July  17,  18S8, 
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No.  1. 

Tfie  Hon.  Richard  Rush  in  account  with  the  Smilh»onianfund,  to  Thomas  AtpinioaU,  Dr, 

For  services  rendered  throughout  the  month  of  June  and  up  to  this  date, 
in  July;  in  attending  your  acceptance  of  all  the  stocks  transferred  to  you 
by  the  accountant-general  of  the  court  of  chancery;  advising,  negoti- 
ating, and  completing,  under  your  directions,  and  realizing  the  proceeds 
of  various  c^ontracts  for  the  sale  of  the  same  stocks,  consistini^ttA  eiaBsfe^ 
bank  stock,  and  3  per  cent  reduced  annuitittv  mMI  atdflTerent  periods 
and  in  different  parcels;  attending  pafiMnrt  and  receipt  of  balances,  divi- 
dend, and  the  respective  tnyMftmrto  the  various  purchasers  of  the  same; 
obtaining,  verifying,  arranging,  packing,  and  securing  for  shipment 
104,960  sovereigns,  being  the  amount  of  proceeds  of  the  Smithsonian 
fund  (less  premiums  of  insurance,  chaiges,  and  expenses);  contracting  for 
freight;  entering  and  clearing  at  the  custom-house;  shipping  and  effect- 
ing insurance  at  the  five  principal  offices,  and  with  thirty-two  private    i     s.    d. 

imderwriters  at  Lloyds.     Commission  at  three-fourths  per  cent 797  15    6 

Thomas  Aspinwall. 
London,  Jw/y  77,  ISSS, 

London,  July  17,  18S8, 
Received  of  the  honorable  Richarrl  Rush  the  within-mentioned  sum,  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  sixpence  sterling  (£797  15s.  6d.),  for 
which  I  have  credited  in  my  accounts  and  also  signed  this  and  a  duplicate  receipt 
of  the  same  tenor  and  date. 
£797  158.  6d.  Thomas  Aspinwall. 


London,  July  IS,  18S8. 
The  Honorable  Richard  Rush  to  WiUiam  Broim. 

£     K.      d 

T(»  unpacking  and  repacking  14  packages,  at  2s.  6d 1   15    0 

cord  and  nails  for  mending  do 3    6 


1   18    6 
Paid  14th  July,  1838. 

William  Bi«:)wn. 
A  true  ix)py,  original  in  Thomas  Aspin wall's  account. 

James  M.  Curlky. 


No.  9.. 


July  13,  1838. 
AccouiU  of  charges  on  14  packages,  marked  "  //i€  United  Stales,*^  Xos.  1  to  14,  shipped  on 
hoard  (fie  ship  Mediator,  Christopher  H,  Champlin,  master,  by  order  of  the  Honorable 
Richard  Rush,  for  account  and  risk  of  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  Slates. 

£  8.    d. 

Cartage  and  porterage 1  0    6 

Duty  and  entry 1  2    6 

Dock  dues 15  10 

Bills  of  lading.... 3    6 
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£    H.  d. 

1  pa4*king  case  (No.  14) 3  6 

Shipping,*  entering,  and  clearing  14  packages,  at  28. 6d 1  lf5  0 

Cord  and  nails  for  mending  do  ...i... 3  6 

Unpacking  and  repacking  do.,.an<l  cording,, mendingt  and  He<ni ring,  at  2h. 

Gd.  each* :... 1   15  0 

(5  19    4 

t  ...... 

Kctfived  the  above  amount  in  actrount  with  Mr.  Rush. 

»  Thomas  Aspinwaij.. 

Mediator,  Chaniplin,  New  York. 

.  T.  Akimnwai.i.. 

British  coin  for  and  on  account. '    Entry,  f>».  6<1. 

Thomas  Tannkr. 
Witness: 

James  M.  Curlky. 
July  17,  1838. 

When  paid  to  Ix^  imnie<iiately  exhibiteil  at  the  Department,  where  tliis  bill  lias 
been  made  out;  by  which  business  will  lje  materially  expediteil. 


[S(.  (Tatharinu  Dockii,  No.  1H72,  wharfage  book,  outwards.] 
Afr.  AspmuHtllf  Dr.^  to  the  St.  CaOuirine  liock  Comjxiny. 

N.  B. — The  amount  of  these  charges  to  be  paid  to  the  collector,  who  is  the  only 
officer  authorized  to  receive  money  on  acc^ount  of  the  company. 

18:^8.  Per  Mediator:  £    d.   s. 

July  1 7.   [A]  1  to  10,  wharfage  and  shipping,  10  cases,  at  2s 1     0    0 

11,       do.  do.         1  case,  at  Is 1    0 


1     1    0 


(One  pound  one  shilling.) 
JiTLY  17,  1838. 
Received. 

Witness : 

Jambs  M.  Curley. 
(Entered  schedule.) 


II.  AV'hauton,  Col/fctitr. 


The  invoice  having  necessarily  l)een  made  up  before  the  ceases  were  actually  shipped 
on  l)oard,  the  usual  charge  of  ten  shillings  was  inserted  therein ;  and  it  was  not  ascer- 
tained until  after  they  were  shippecl  that  a  difference  was  made  with  respect  to  bul- 
lion; amounting,  in  this  instance,  to  eleven  shillings,  which  has  not  been  i)aid  by  Mr. 
Rush,  but  by  Thomas  Aspinwall,  and  by  him  relinquishe<l. 


1  In  conacquence  of  the  very  looee  ancl  careless  manner  in  which  the  1>oxc'h  w^re  originaliy  ftacked, 
and  of  the  damaged atate  of  the  pacl^ages,.  this  charge  was  unavoidably  incurred  to  prevent  the  con- 
tents from  being  ground  to  pieces  and  lost  on  the  i>as8age  to  tble  United  States. 
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71  Aspimcnlt,  esq,^  to  buUion  jnyrt^Sy  Dr, 
1^^-  £   s.    d. 

July  IH.   11  boxes  and  packing  sovereigns,  at  Sja.  TmI I  18    6 

105  bags  for  sovereigns,  at  6<1 2  12    6 

For  packing  and  marking 2    6 

4  13    6 
Paid. 

C.  Hardinqham. 
Witness: 

James  M.  Curley. 

Cblorwl  Asp'mwall  to  Mn*.  Clarke  Dr. 
18:^.  £    s.    d. 

July  17.  For  cartage  and  porterage  of  eleven  boxes  of  bullion  from   the 

bank  to  the  St.  Catharine's  dock 0    8    0 

Received. 

Henry  X  Potter. 
Witness: 

James  M.  Curlev. 


Invoice  of  eleven  boxes  of  gold  coin,  shipped  on  board  the  ship  Mediator ,  of  New  York^ 

Christopher  H.  ChampUn,  tnaster,  bound  to  New  Yorky  by  order  of  the  Hon.  Richard 

Rush,  and  for  the  account  and  risk  of  the  United  States. 

£         K.    d. 

A  1  to  10.  Ten  boxes,  each  containing  £10,000  (sovereigns) 100,000    0    0 

A  11.  One  box  containing 4,960    8    7 

104,960    8    7 

CIIARQBS. 

£     S.      d. 

105  bags,  at  6d.  each 2  12  6 

11  boxes,  at  3s.  6tl.  each 118  6 

Packing  and  marking 2  6 

Porterage  and  cart  hire 8  0 

Bills  of  lading 3  6 

Entry,  5s.  6<l. ;  dock  charges,  lOs 15    6 

6    0    6 

Insurance  on  £106,400,  at  i  i)er  cent 532    0    0 

Policies  and  stamp  duties 67    3    4 

599    3    4 

105,565  12    5 
Thomas  Aspinwalk. 

Policy  and  duty. 
£  £  £      B.    d. 

Insured  with  the  Indemnity 30, 000  for  150  18  15    0 

Insured  with  the  London  Insurance 10, 000  for    50  6    5    0 

Insurance  with  the  Alliance 20, 000  for  100  12  10    0 

Insured  with  the  Royal  Exchange 15, 000  for    75  9    7    6 

Insured  with  the  Marine  Insurance 10, 000  for    50  6    5    0 

Insured  at  Lloyd's 21, 400  for  107  14    0  10 

106,  400        532        67    3  '  4 

Memorandum. — The  sovereigns  are  packed  in  bags  ol  1,(00  each,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one,  in  case  No.  11,  which  contains  960  sovereigns  and  8  shillings  and  7  pence 
wrapped  in  paper,  each  case  being  sealed  with  two  seals. 

July  16,  1838. 

H.  Doc.  732 7 
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Richard  Ruth  in  accaant  vHUi  Srmihsonian  fund. 


Cr. 


Fbr  the  following  stocks  transferred  to 

By  commission 

• 

him  by  ft  decree  of  the  high  court  of 

paid  forvarioos 

chcncery,  and  sold  as  follows,  ris: 

serrlces,  as  piR- 

£      s.  d. 

account    No.    1 

£    R.d. 

4,535  18  0    8  per  cent  consols,  sold 

£     s.  d. 

herewith 

797  166 

at94| 

4,297  16  0 

By  charges    paid 

£   s.d. 

on  14  packages 

Transfer 0    5  0 

shipped  on  board 

Brokerage..  5  18  6 

5  18  6 

£      8.d. 

4,an  17  6 

the  Mediator,  as 
per  account  No. 

2hercwith 

By  amount  of  in- 

60,000  0  0   8  per  cent  consols,  sold  At 

951 

gg!  ex^dividend 

56,175    0  0 

•  19  4 

13y000   0  0   8  percent  reduced,  at  94... 

11,280    0  0 

voice  of  specie 
shipped    on 
board  the  Medi- 

£s.d. 

67,455    0  0 

Transfer 2  00 

ator,  as  per  copy 

Brokerage...  90  0  0 

92    00 

67,868    0  0 

herewith 

105,565  12  5 

5,000   0  0    bank  stock,  sold  at  204}.... 

10,237  10  0 

9,000   0  0   bank  Stock,  sold  at  2(Mi.... 

6,146    5  0 

0,000  0  0    bank  stock,  soM  at  205 

10,260    0  0 

8.100   0  0    bank  stock,  sold  at  205i.... 

6,902  15  0 

lf,109   0  0 

£  s.d. 

82,996  10  0 

Stamps  for  trans- 

fer     1  16  0 

Transfer  fees ...        7  6 

Brokerage 20    2  6 

22    60 

82.974    4  0 

To  balance  of  cash  reotived  from  the 

accountant-general  of  the  court  of 

chancery • 

726    8  7 

To  amount  returned  by  the  solicitors 

(excess  of  costs) 

116    2  2 

To  amount  of  dividend  received  on 

£60,000  8  per  cent  consols 

900    00 

^^^  ^^  ^^  ■  ^^  ^^  ^^          ^^      ^^  ^^  ^        ^t^  ^>^  ^.^"  ^^      ^^^r  •■^p^^^^  Wp       VVVwVVVVV     ■•• 

106,870    7  8 

106,870  7  8 

Schedule  of  ttie  personal  effects  of  James  SmUhson  referred  to  in  the  bill  of  costs. 


Large  trunk. 

Box  containing  sundry  specimens  of  min- 

exuls,  marked  £. 
Brass  instrument. 
Box  of  minerals,  marked  F. 
Box  of  chemical  glasses,  marked  G. 
Pbcket  of  minerals,  marked  H. 
Glass  vinegar  cruet 
Stone  mortar. 
Pair   of  silver-plated   candlesticks   and 

branches. 
Fair   of  silver-plated    candlesticks,    no 

branches. 


Hone  in  a  mahogany  case. 

Plated  wire  flower  basket 

Plated  coffeepot 

Plated  small  one. 

Pair  of  wine  coolera. 

Pair  small  candlesticks. 

Two  pairs  of  HdtoeUars. 

Breadbasket 

Two  pair  of  vegetable  dishes  and  covers. 

Large  round  waiter. 

Large  oval  waiter;  two  small  waiters* 

Two  plate  warmers. 

Beading  shadet 
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8UNDBY   ARTICLEB  IN  PACKKT  AND   IN  TRUNK. 

(a)  Gun. 

(a)  Mahogany  cabinet. 

(a)  Two  portraits,  in  oval  frames. 

CHINA  TBA   SBRVICB. 


(rt)  Twelve  cups  and  saucers. 

(a)  Six  coffee  cups. 

(a)  Teapot 

(a)  Slop  basin. 

(a)  Sugar  basin  and  lid. 

(a)  Two  plates. 

(a)  Milk  jug. 

(a)  Tea  canister. 


(a)  Two  dishes. 

(a)  Landscape  in  a  gilt  frame. 

(a)  Derby  spa  vase. 

(a)  China  tub. 

(a)  Piece  of  fluor. 

(a)  Pair  of  glass  candlesticks. 

Marble  bust 


BOOKS. 


Sundry  pamphlets  on  philosophical  subjects,  in  packet  marked  A. 

The  like,  inarkeil  B. 

Struggles  Through  Life. 

Bibliotheca  Parisiana. 

La  Platina  TOr  Blanc. 

Contorides  des  Indiens. 

Sundry  pamphlets  on  philosophical  subjects,  marked  C. 

Weld's  Travels  in  North  America,  2  volumes. 

Bray*s  Derbyshire. 

Twenty-three  numbers  of  Nicholson's  Journal  of  Natural  Philosophy,  in  a  case  (D). 

Memoire  d*un  Voyageur  qui  le  repose. 

Hamilton  in  Antrim. 

Londres  et  de  ses  Environs. 

Stew  on  Solids. 

Essais  de  Jean  Key. 

Mon  Bonnet  de  Nuit. 

Domestic  Cookery. 

Catalogue  de  Fossils  des  Roches. 

The  Monthlv  Review,  78  numbers. 

The  Monthly  Review,  26  volumes. 

Philosophical  Transactions  for  the  year  1826. 

Anthologies  et  Fragments  Philosophiques,  4  volumes. 

Two  large  boxes  filled  with  specimens  of  minerals  and  manuscript  treatises,  appar- 
ently in  the  testator's  handwriting,  on  various  philosophical  subjects,  particularly 
chemistrj'  and  mineralogy. 

Eight  cases  and  one  trunk  filled  with  the  like. 
Those  articles  to  which  this  mark   (a)  is  prefixed  were  not  in  the  trunk  No.  13 

when  it  was  first  opened  in  the  consulate  of  the  United  States  in  our  presence. 
All  the  linen  in  trunk  No.  18  was  transferred  from  case  7,  and  sundry  articles  of 

platcnl  ware  and  philosophical  instruments,  ett!.,  were  transferred  from  case  12.    Sun- 
dry books,  which  were  tied  together,  were  also  put  in  this  case. 
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Richard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth, 

Harbor  of  New  York,  August  28^  1838, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  here  in  the  ship 
Mediator^  with  the  amount  in  gold  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  recov- 
ered for  the  United  States. 

The  expenses  of  ev^ery  kind  incurred  by  closing  the  business  in  Lon- 
don and  shipping  the  gold  were  paid  there;  but  I  have  still  to  pay 
freight  here  and  primage,  and  also  some  other  small  charges  incurred 
on  bringing  over  the  Smithsonian  boxes  and  trunks  heretofore  men- 
tioned. When  everything  is  fully  paid,  there  will  be  left  in  my  hands, 
as  well  as  I  can  now  compute  the  amount,  upward  of  £104,500;  the 
whole  is  in  sovereigns  packed  in  boxes. 

The  money  being  consigned  to  no  one  here,  I  must  continue  to  hold 
it  in  my  custody  until  I  can  receive  your  instructions  to  whom  to  deliver 
it,  as  provided  for  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  July,  1836. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  in  the  meantime,  your  most  faithful  and 
obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Richard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth. 

New  York,  August  29,  1838. 

Sir:  On  landing  from  the  ship  yesterday  morning  I  received  the 
official  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  20th  of  July, 
which  had  been  waiting  my  arrival  here,  instructing  me  to  transfer 
the  Smithsonian  fund  to  Philadelphia,  to  be  deposited  with  the  treasurer 
of  the  mint  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  taking 
duplicate  receipts  from  the  former,  one  of  which  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  latter. 

The  ship  has  not  yet  got  into  the  dock,  but  the  gold  shall  be  sent 
on  to  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  practicable  in  the  eleven  boxes  in  which 
it  was  packed  at  the  Bank  of  England,  according  to  the  instructions  I 
have  thus  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


John  Forsyth  to  Ricliard  Rush. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  August  30,  1838. 
Sir:  I  hav^e  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
No.  30  of  the  28th  instant,  imnouncing  your  arrival  in  the  harbor  of 
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New  York  with  the  Smithsonian  bequest  in  gold.  With  regard  to 
the  disposition  to  be  made  by  you  of  these  funds,  you  no  doubt  will 
have  learned  upon  landing  that  your  request  had  been  anticipated  by 
instructions  to  you  from  the  Treasury  Department,  intrusted  to  the 
care  of  Mr.  George  Newbold,  president  of  the  Bank  of  America. 

Tendering  to  you  my  congratulations  on  the  success  of  your  mission, 
and  on  your  safe  return  to  your  country,  I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 

Richard  Rush,  Esq.,  Nein  York. 


Ricluird  RxLsh  to  John  Forfnjth, 

Philadelphia,  September  ^,  1838. 

Sir:  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  30th  of  August, 
acknowledging  my  No.  30  from  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  tender 
my  thanks  for  your  kind  congratulations  on  my  return  to  my  own 
country  and  on  the  success  of  the  public  business  confided  to  me. 
Your  letter  went  on  to  New  York,  as  directed,  but  was  returned,  and 
I  received  it  at  my  home  near  the  city. 

My  No.  31,  written  after  I  had  landed,  will  have  informed  you  that 
I  had  then  received  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  which  your  letter  refers,  and  I  have  since  been  in  correspondence 
with  him.  Owing  to  the  delay  in  getting  the  ship  into  the  dock,  I  was 
not  able  to  leave  New  York  with  the  gold  until  the  first  of  this  month, 
when  I  arrived  with  it,  accompanied  by  two  agents  from  the  Bank  of 
America,  that  institution  having,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  obligingly  afforded  me  every  facility  in  its  power  towards 
the  business  I  had  in  hand.  I  did  not,  however,  feel  at  liberty  to 
withdraw  my  own  personal  superintendence  from  the  opemtion  of 
transferring  the  gold  until  I  saw  it  deposited  at  the  mint.  Thither  I 
immediately  had  it  conveyed  on  reaching  this  city  on  the  1st  instant, 
the  director  and  treasurer  of  the  mint  having  been  in  readiness  to 
receive  it  under  the  previous  information  of  \Xs  intended  transfer, 
which  I  had  requested  the  bank  to  transmit.  The  entire  sum  contained  \ 
in  the  eleven  boxes  which  T  delivered  to  those  two  officers  of  the  mint 
on  Saturday  was  £104,960  8s.  6d. — the  whole  in  English  sovereigns, 
except  the  change;  and  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you 
that  official  receipts  of  this  amount  from  my  hands  have  been  for- 
warded to  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  excess  of  this  sum  over  that  which  I  had  computed  in  my  No. 
30  as  the  probable  amount  to  be  left  in  my  hands,  arises  from  the 
president  of  the  bank  having  undertaken,  at  my  suggestion,  to  pay  the 
freight  and  other  shipping  charges  due  at  New  York;  the  bank  to  be 
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repaid  by  the  Treasury.  The  freight  was  three-eighths  of  one  per 
cent — this  being  the  usual  charge  in  the  packet-ships — and  came  to 
£393  12s.  Primage  was  £19  13s.  8d. ;  and  the  charges  on  bringing 
the  Smithsonian  boxes  (left  in  the  custody  of  the  collector,  from 
whom  I  had  every  facility  on  landing)  were  to  have  been  £3  8s.  5d.  or 
thereabouts.^ 

It  seemed  to  me  that  it  would  be  best  for  the  bank  to  pay  all  these 
charges,  as  the  most  convenient  mode  of  settling  without  delay  with 
the  shipowners,  to  whom  I  had  become  responsible  by  my  engage- 
ments with  the  captain  in  London;  and  I  have  the  hope  that  this  course 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  your- 
self. It  left  the  gold,  as  secured  in  boxes  at  the  Bank  of  England, 
untouched  at  New  York;  and  I  had  caused  the  seal  of  our  consul  at 
London  to  be  affixed  to  each  of  them. 

Somewhat  worn  down  by  fatigue  since  coming  on  shore,  after  an 
uncomfortable  voyage  of  squalls,  gales,  and  head  winds,  I  venture  to 
ask  a  little  repose  at  my  home,  before  proceeding  to  Washington,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  out  and  rendering  to  you  an  account  of  all 
expenses  that  have  attended  the  final  recovery  of  this  fund,  of  which 
the  United  States,  by  the  information  I  give  you  in  this  letter,  are  now 
in  possession.  In  the  course  of  the  next  week  I  shall  hope  to  proceed 
to  Washington  with  the  view  stated,  and  in  order  that,  my  account 
of  the  expenses  being  found  satis&ctoiy,  which  I  presume  to  hope 
will  be  the  case,  I  may  ask  to  be  discharged  from  all  further  responsi- 
bility under  the  trust  I  have  been  performing.  The  net  amount,  in 
dollars,  of  the  fund  as  I  delivered  it  over  to  the  United  States  at  the 
mint,  was  found  to  be  (508,318.46,  as  specified  in  the  receipt  given  to 
me  for  it  by  the  treasurer  of  the  mint. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


BicMrd  Bush  to  John  Forsyth, 

Philadelphia,  September  11,  183S. 
Sir:  I  yesterday  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  the  7th  instant,  stating  it  to  be  desirable  that  the  expenses 
attending  the  transfer  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  to  this  country  and  its 
deposit  at  the  mint  should  be  ascertained  as  early  as  practicable, 
that  the  accounts  in  relation  to  it  may  be  adjusted  with  a  view  to  the 

^  There  proved  to  be  fourteen  of  these  boxes,  the  additional  one  containing  a  picture, 
of  which  I  had  not  heud  at  the  dat€  of  my  No.  2&, 
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faiyeetment  of  the  balance,  and  asking  my  attention  to  the  subject  at 
my  earliest  convenience. 

In  reply,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  <die  Secretary  that  I  could  not 
make  out  a  statement  of  the  eiqienses  as  far  as  then  incurred  before 
^nbaridng  at  London  with  the  gold,  the  documents  relating  to  them 
not  being  obtainable  until  the  last  moments  of  my  stay;  besides  that, 
the  whole  operations  of  selling  the  stock  in  the  English  funds,  in 
which  Mr,  Smitfason's  fortune  was  invested,  and  afterwards  shipping 
the  gold,  required  and  had  my  constant  supervision  until  I  saw  the 
latter  finally  deposited  at  our  mint,  in  fulfillment  of  his  instructions; 
that,  having  suffered  greatly  from  sea  sickness  during  the  voyage, 
added  to  fatigue  after  landing  in  a  weak  state  at  New  York,  where  the 
care  of  the  gold  still  required  my  personal  superintendence,  1  had 
been  unable  hitherto  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  expenses  in  question, 
but  that  I  was  now  regaining  strength  and  intended  to  set  out  for 
Washington  on  Saturday,  at  fartiiest,  if  then  able,  as  at  present  I  had 
reason  to  hope  would  be  the  case.  •  I  added  that  I  supposed  a  settle- 
ment of  my  account  could  be  effected  more  satisfactorily  and  promptly 
by  my  presence  with  the  accounting  officers  at  Washington  than  by 
any  attempt  to  make  it  out  here  and  transmit  it  by  letter,  which,  it 
may  be,  might  lead  to  writing  backwards  and  forwards  before  a  final 
adjustment  took  place;  of  which  correspondence  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you,  and  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

RicHABD  Bush. 

Hon.  John  FoRgrrH, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Rhohard  B\ish  to  John.  Forsyth, 

Washington,  Septemher  15^  1838. 

Sib:  I  am  now  to  give  you  a  statement  of  all  the  expenses  that 
attended  the  recovery  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  for  the  United 
States. 

It  may  be  in  order  first  to  mention  the  whole  amount  of  stock  and 
money  that  came  into  my  hands  from  the  court  of  chancery,  or 
otherwise. 

I  received  of  English  Government  stock  ^64,535  18s.  9d.  in  consols, 
^12,000  in  reduced  3  per  oent  annuities,  and  i)16,10O  in  bank  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  9S  heretofore  mentioned  in  my  No.  26,  and  will 
now  be  seen  by  the  original  order  or  decree  of  the  court,  which  J  inclose 
(marked  A).  This  document  I  could  not  obtain  until  the  11th  of  July, 
when  >  received  it  with  the  letter  of  the  solicitors  of  that  date,  aW 
inclosed  (marked  B), 
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On  the  11th  of  June  I  received  from  the  accountant-geneml  of  the 
court  of  chancery  £725  3s.  7d.  This  was  the  sum  remaining  to  be 
paid  to  me,  after  previous  payments  to  others,  out  of  cash  in  hand 
appertaining  to  the  Smithsonian  fund  whilst  in  the  custody  of  the 
court,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  concluding  part  of  the  decree.  That  this 
was  the  exact  residue  coming  to  me  will  be  further  seen  by  an  explana- 
tory letter  from  the  solicitors  of  the  5th  of  July,  also  inclosed  (marked 
C),  and  more  authoritativ^ely  by  a  document  (marked  D)  from  the 
books  of  the  accountant-general  of  the  court,  sent  to  me  by  the  solic- 
itors with  their  letter  of  the  11th  of  July.  This  document,  besides 
verifying  in  ita  own  fonus  the  amount  of  stock  and  money  I  have 
otherwise  stated  myself  to  have  received,  also  verifies  the  statements 
in  my  Nos.  26  and  28  as  to  the  sums  awarded  to  Madame  de  la  Batut, 
the  arrears  to  John  Fitall,  and  the  money  decreed  as  warehouse  rent 
for  the  boxes  containing  the  personal  effects  of  Mr.  Smithson,  which 
I  brought  over  and  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  collector  at  New 
York.  It  is  a  document  founded  on  the  decree  of  the  court  iteelf ,  and 
shows  in  more  detail  how  its  judgments  were  fulfilled. 

I  received  on  the  12th  of  July  £900  at  the  Bank  of  £ngland,  being 
the  dividend  due  on  the  consols  I  had  sold,  as  mentioned  in  my  No.  29; 
and,  lastly,  I  received  from  the  solicitors  £116  28.  2d.,  being  money 
returned  by  them  out  of  what  I  had  paid  them  for  costs  on  the  8th  day 
or  April,  1837,  viz,  £200  4s.,  as  reported  in  my  No.  14.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  explanation  of  this  item:  When  I  paid  them  this 'sum,  I  fulh' 
expected  to  pay  all  further  costs  out  of  the  same  fund,  then  in  my  hands, 
that  Congress  had  appropriated  for  that  purpose;  but  it  appears  that, 
on  the  termination  of  the  suit  in  fav^or  of  the  United  States,  the  costs 
of  all  parties  were  paid  out  of  the  corpus  of  the  fund;  nor  would  the 
court  award  the  fund  to  the  United  States,  as  may  he  seen  by  the  decree, 
until  all  costs  were  accordingly  first  taken  out  of  it,  which  the  court 
judged  it  proper  the  fund  itself  should  bear.  I  knew  not  of  such  a  rule 
which  the  solicitors  advert  to  in  their  letter  of  Julv  the  5th,  until  a 
short  time  before  the  decree  was  pronounced.  The  total  amount  of 
their  costs,  as  made  known  to  me  in  the  same  letter,  and  set  out  in 
detail  in  a  voluminous  bill,  which  I  inclose  (marked  E),  and  to  which  I 
caused  their  affidavits  to  be  annexed,  was  £490  4s.  lOd.  The  court 
adjudged  £406  3s.  of  this  sum  to  be  paid  to  them  out  of  the  fund,  as 
their  taxed  costs,  which,  added  to  what  I  had  previously  paid  them, 
made  £606  7s.  The  difference  between  this  and  £490  4s.  lOd.  being 
£116  2s.  2d.,  they  refunded  the  latter  sum  to  me.  Their  total  bill 
(considering  that  it  included  all  fees  paid  by  them  under  my  direction 
to  the  counsel,  and  all  costs  and  charges  of  every  description  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  the  suit,  Avith  some  small  extra  charges,  to 
which  their  letter  refers,  which  I  also  authorized,  to  insure  (L  speedy 
and  successful  termination  of  the  suit),  and  considering  the  magnitude 
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of  the  suit,  was,  in  my  judgment,  and  in  that  of  others  better  informed, 
to  whom  I  submitted  its  amount,  extremely  moderate.  I  hope  it  will  • 
be  thought  to  show  care  on  my  part  to  keep  all  those  charges  low,  that 
often  are  run  up  to  amounts  so  enormous  in  English  chancery  pro- 
ceedings; and,  let  me  add,  as  in  justice  I  am  bound  to  do,  to  show  more 
strongly  that  the  solicitors  I  had  to  deal  with  were  honorable  and 
just  men. 

I  did  not  consider  these  refunded  costs  as  belonging  to  the  legacy 
fund  recovered,  but  I  threw  them  into  it  when  the  genei-al  gold  was 
obtained  that  all  might  be  safely  kept  together  and  come  under  one 
insurance. 

The  gross  amount  yielded  by  all  the  stock  I  sold,  including  the  £900 
I  received  as  the  dividend  on  the  consols,  was  £105,649  6s. 

For  the  prices  at  which  I  sold  the  different  parcels  and  kinds  1  beg 
to  refer  to  my  Nos.  27  and  28,  which  detail  the  commencement,  prog- 
ress, and  conclusion  of  the  sales.  This  sum,  added  to  the  £725  3s.  7d. 
received  from  the  accountant-general  of  the  court  of  chancery  and  the 
£116  2s.  2d.  returned  to  me  by  the  solicitors,  will  show  that  the  entire 
sum  that  came  into  my  hands  was  £106,490  lis.  9d. 

I  am  next  to  inform  you  of  the  expenses  that  attended  the  sales  of 
the  stock  and  shipping  and  bringing  over  the  gold  to  this  country. 

After  I  had  finally  recovered  the  legacy  from  the  court  of  chanci  ry 
it  did  not  seem  to  me  prudent  that  I  should,  by  myself  alone,  under- 
take the  sales  of  the  stock  awarded  and  delivered  to  me  by  its  decree 
any  more  than  the  shipment  of  the  gold  into  which  the  money  was 
afterwards  to  be  converted,  these  ulterior  operations  being  usually 
conducted  through  mercantile  agencies  and  being  of  a  nature  not  to 
be  advantageously,  if  safely,  conducted  without  them.  Feeling  inade- 
quate in  my  own  person  merel}"  to  the  management  of  such  operations, 
my  first  intention  was  that  the  sales  of  the  stock,  as  a  highly  impoilant 
part  of  them,  should  be  put  under  the  direction  of  some  experienced 
mercantile  or  banking  house  in  London  familiar  with  the  modes  of 
doing  business  on  its  great  stock  exchange  and  self-confident  in  the 
measures  to  be  taken.  But  I  found  that  to  put  this  operation  into 
such  hands  would  incur  a  commission  of  1  per  cent  on  the  entire  fund, 
as  mentioned  in  my  No.  27,  in  addition  to  brokerage  and  other  charges, 
such  as  the  expenses  on  transfers  and  stamps;  besides  that,  I  should 
have  had  to  part  with  the  possession  of  the  stock  to  such  mercantile  or 
banking  house  whilst  the  sales  were  going  on.  I  was  also  given  to 
understand  that  this  latter  step  would  probably  lay  a  foundation  for  a 
further  mercantile  commission  on  receiving  and  paying. 

Weighing  all  these  circumstances,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  to  keep 
the  operation  of  selling  the  stock  in  my  own  hands.  Nevertheless,  I 
felt,  as  already  intimated,  that  1  could  conduct  it  with  neither  skill 
nor  safety  unless  under  the  counsel  and  cooperation  of  a  person  well 
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informed  in  these  matters  and  trustworthy.  To  tbd  consul  of  the 
United  States  in  London  I  applied  as  to  such  a  person,  and  received 
from  him,  as  my  No.  27  informed  you,  this  aid  and  cooperation  in  the 
fullest  and  most  efficient  manner,  daily,  throughout  the  months  of 
June  and  July,  until  all  the  sales  were  effected;  and  effected,  I  may  be 
allowed  to  add,  with  favorable  resulte  not  to  have  been  surpassed,  as 
I  have  already  reported  to  you,  and  as  the  public  records  of  the  London 
stock  market  on  each  of  the  days  that  I  sold  will  attest.  Into  his  hands 
I  also  put  the  other  mercantile  business  necessary  to  the  shipment  of 
the  gold.  These  included  the  obtaining,  verifying,  arranging,  packing, 
and  securing  it  for  shipment,  contracting  for  freight,  entering  and 
clearing  at  the  custom*house,  effecting  insurance  (which  was  done  at 
five  principal  offices  and  with  thirty-two  private  underwriters),  and, 
finally,  shipping  the  gold.  For  these  services,  of  whatever  kind  (and 
I  had  many  incidental  ones  from  him  not  here  enumerated),  I  allowed 
and  paid  him  a  commission  of  three-fourths  of  one  per  cent,  which 
amounted  to  £797  15s.  6d. 

I  speak  from  good  information  when  expressing  a  belief  that  an 
equal  amount  of  assistance  and  services  to  me,  under  all  the  heads 
rendered,  could  not  have  be^i  commanded  through  the  usual  agency 
of  banking  and  conunercial  houses  on  so  heavy  and  responsible  a 
moneyed  operation  at  a  less  charge  to  the  fund  than  a  commission  of 
from  two  to  two  and  a  half  per  cent  on  the  whole  amount  of  it;  and 
that  this  falls  below  rather  than  goes  beyond  what  it  might  be  expected 
to  have  been. 

I  inclose  the  consul's  account,  signed  T.  Aspinwall,  together  with 
his  voucher  for  a  charge  of  £6  19s,  4d.  for  expenses  paid  by  him  on 
shipping  the  fourteen  Smithsonian  boxes. 

The  premium  for  insurance  was  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  and 
amounted,  with  the  expense  of  stamps  and  policies,  to  ^599  3s.  4d. 
The  statement  of  this,  a£i  paid  for  me  by  the  consul,  will  be  seen  in  the 
inclosure  (marked  Invoice),  on  which  are  also  certain  items,  as  dock 
chains,  charges  for  bills  of  lading,  and  some  other  things,  amounting 
in  all  to  £6  6d. ,  accompanied  by  vouchers.  I  also  inclose  the  policies 
of  insurance.^  The  insurance  covered  all  commissions  and  chaises 
paid  in  London,  so  aa  to  have  made  the  United  States  entirely  whole 
in  ca^e  of  loss.    This  I  directed,  thinking  it  most  prudent 

The  expenses  on  selling  the  stock,  viz,  brokerage,  charges  on  the 
transfers,  and  charges  for  stamps,  were  £120  4s.  6d.  These  will  be 
seen  in  my  account,  marked  among  the  inclosuras  B.  B. 

The  several  expenses  above  enumerated,  viz: 

(1)  The  consul's  conunission  of  £797 15s.  6d.,  and  charges  £6 19s.  4d. ; 

*  It  has  been  deemed  unnecessary,  at  the  Department  of  State,  to  communicate 
copies  of  the  several  policies  of  insurance  above  referred  to. 
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(2)  The  premium  of  insurance,  stamps,  and  policies,  viz,  £599  8s. 
4d.,  with  the  charges  £6  6d.;  and 

(8)  The  expense  of  selling  the  stock  (£120  4s.  6d.),  deducted  from 
die  gross  amount  of  moneys  that  came  into  my  hands  (£106,490  lis. 
9d.),  will  leave  £104,960  8s.  7d.,  which  was  the  precise  sum  in  gold  I 
brought  over  in  the  eleven  boxes  and,  under  instructions  f I'om  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  deposited  at  the  mint  in  Philadelphia  on 
tlie  Ist  instant  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

The  foregoing  is  the  statement  I  have  to  make  of  the  expenses.  I 
presume  to  hope  that  they  will  not  be  Uiought  objectionable,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  moderate  under  all  the  heads.  If  I  have  been  somewhat 
minute  in  explaining  them  it  is  for  the  better  understanding  of  the 
different  accounts  and  documents  inclosed,  trusting  that  this  will  be 
my  excuse  when  about  to  surrender  up  a  trust  where  so  much  pecun- 
iary responsibility  has  devolved  upon  me. 

In  regard  to  the  fourteen  boxes  containing  the  personal  effects  of 
Mr.  Smithson,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  letter  of  the  solicitors  of 
the  5th  July  mentions  that  they  had  sent  me  a  list  of  them.  They  did 
so,  and  I  inclose  it  (marked  F).  It  is  proper  to  remark  that  this  list 
refers  to  but  one  of  the  boxes,  or  rather  to  a  trunk,  as  their  letter 
specifies,  and  it  proved  to  be  erroneous.  I  preferred  that  all  these 
boxes  and  the  trunk  should  be  first  opened  at  the  consulate,  in  pres- 
ence of  the  consul  and  others  who  might  aid  me  in  ascertaining  their 
contents.  When  the  trunk  was  opened  several  of  the  articles  down 
upon  the  list  were  not  in  it.  I  mentioned  this  to  the  solicitors,  and  it 
produced  the  explanatory  letter  from  them  of  the  13th  of  July,  which 
I  inclose  (marked  G).  All  the  rest  of  the  boxes  were  filled  with  things 
of  little  intrinsic  value,  as  far  as  a  mere  superficial  inspection  of  them, 
pressed  upon  me  on  the  eve  of  my  embarkation,  could  determine. 
They  seemed  to  be  chiefly  old  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts,  and 
some  philosophical  or  chemical  instruments.  Of  the  whole  contents 
(such  as  they  were)  all  were  left  as  we  found  them,  except  to  have 
been  repacked  with  the  aid  of  the  consul  and  his  assistants  and  put  in 
a  better  state  for  crossing  the  sea  than  they  were  when  delivered  to  | 
me.  When  first  opened  it  was  evident  that  time,  mold,  and  careless 
packing  in  the  first  instance  had  nearly  destroyed  many  of  the  articles.   ' 

The  freight  payable  on  the  gold  was  not  paid  in  London,  not  being  ' 
due  until  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  New  York;  but  the  consul  agreed 
with  the  captain  for  three-eighths  of  one  per  cent,  which  brought  the 
amount  to  £393  12s.  Primage  wafi  £19  13s.  8d«,  and  the  freight  and 
primage  on  the  fourteen  Smithsonian  boxes  was  to  have  been  £3  8s.  5d. 
These  several  charges  I  was  necessarily  obliged  to  assume  for  the 
United  States,  and  engaged  to  pay  them  when  the  ship  got  to  New  York. 
On  arriving  there  I  received  the  instrudaons  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  20th  of  July,  directing  me  to  t^ramsfer  the  gold  to  the 
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mint  at  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  practicable;  it  being  added  that  the 
president  of  the  Bank  of  America  at  New  York  had  been  requested  to 
render  me  any  facilities  in  his  power.  The  captain  of  the  ship  being 
content  to  take  the  bank  as  payment  for  these  laat-mentioned  charges, 
I  thought  I  should  best  consult  the  spirit  of  the  Secretary's  instruc- 
tions by  leaving  the  bank  to  pay  them,  which  its  president  expressed  an 
immediate  readiness  to  do.  I  supposed  it  could  make  no  difference  to 
the  Government  in  the  end,  whilst  it  saved  the  necessity  of  opening 
one  of  the  boxes  of  the  gold  at  New  York,  out  of  which  fund  alone  I 
could  have  made  the  payment  if  demanded  of  me  under  the  engage- 
ment I  had  contracted.  The  bank  may  have  further  charges  to  make 
for  its  aid  to  me  otherwise  in  removing  the  gold  to  the  mint,  but  I 
know  nothing  of  them  in  detail. 

Referring  therefore  to  that  part  of  the  Secretary's,  letter  to  me  of 
the  7th  instant,  which  1  mentioned  in  my  No.  33,  asking  a  statement 
of  expenses  attending  the  transportation  of  the  gold  after  its  actual 
shipment  at  London,  and  its  transfer  to  the  mint  at  Philadelphia  after 
its  arrival  at  New  York,  I  beg  to  offer  the  above  explanation,  having 
paid  nothing  myself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 

servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


John  Forsyth  to  Levi  Woodbury, 

Department  of  State, 
Washifigton^  Septemher  18^  1838. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  two  letters  from  Mr. 
Richard  Rush,  Nos.  34  and  36,  with  the  papers  which  accompanied 
them,  in  relation  to  the  amount  recovered  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy, 
and  the  expenses  attending  the  recovery  and  the  transmission  of  the 
proceeds  to  this  country. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Trea^sury. 


Edward  Stubhs  to  Steplven  PUamnton. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington^  Septernhet'  ^^,  1838. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  to  transmit  to  you,  for  settlement,  the  inclosed 
account  of  Mr.  Richard  Rush,  and  a  letter  from  him  (No.  36)  accom- 
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panying  it.  The  balance  which  may  be  found  due  to  Mr.  Rush  he 
wishes  to  have  remitted  to  him.  The  compensation  and  allowance  for 
expenses  are  to  be  up  to  the  period  charged  in  the  account  (the  20ta 
instant). 

It  is  presumed  that  the  amount  repaid  to  Mr.  Bush  by  the  solicitors 
in  London,  mentioned  in  his  letter  (£116  2s.  2d.),  which  was  paid  into 
the  Treasury,  together  with  the  avails  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  will 
be  brought  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  from  which  it  was  origi- 
nally taken,  and  thus  form  a  fund  from  which  the  balance  due  to 
Mr.  Rush  can  be  paid.  The  papers  explanatory  of  this  circumstance 
have  been  transmitted,  together  with  the  account  of  the  legacy,  to  the 
Treasuiy  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Stubbs,  Agent. 

Stephen  Pleasanton,  Esq. ,  Fifth  Auditor. 


Levi  Woodbury  to  the  I^esident, 

Treasury  DEPARTBiENT, 

December  3,  1838. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  under  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  July  1,  1836,  in  relation  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  the 
United  States  by  James  Smithson,  the  sum  of  $508,318.:i6  has  been 
received  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United  States 
and  for  other  purposes,  approved  July  7,  1838,  the  sum  of  $499,600 
has  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  500  bonds  of  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas for  $1,000  each,  bearing  0  per  cent  interest,  payable  semiannually 
on  the  first  days  of  January  and  July  in  each  year  from  the  4th  day 
of  September  last  (the  period  of  their  purchase).  The  further  sum  of 
$8,270.67  has  been  applied  to  the  purchase  of  8  bonds  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  bearing  (>  per  cent  interest,  payable  semiannually  hereafter 
on  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and  July  from  the  1st  of  May  last. 
The  interest  on  all  these  bonds  is  payable  at  the  city  of  New  York. 

There  is  still  left  in  the  Treasury  the  sum  of  $547.79  which  has  not 
yet  been  invested,  but  will  be  as  soon  as  a  favorable  opportunity  offers. 

The  amount  received  in  London  by  the  agent  of  tJie  United  States 
under  the  decree  of  the  court  of  chancery  of  England  was  the  gross 
sum  of  £106,490  lis.  9d.,  including  the  sum  of  £116  2s.  2d.  for  costs 
refunded.  This  was  reduced  by  the  payment  of  commissions,  insur- 
ances, etc.,  to  the  sum  of  £104,960  8s.  9d.,  which  was  brought  into  the 
United  States  in  gold  and  produced  at  the  Mint  the  sum  of  $508,318.46 
before  mentioned. 
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This  Department,  having  doubts  as  to  what  constituted  the  amount 
of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  consulted  the  Attorney-General,  and  he  has 
given  his  opinion  (hereto  annexed,  A)  that  the  proper  construction  to 
be  given  to  the  legislation  of  Congress  on  this  subject  requires  that 
the  gross  amount  of  the  payment  made  to  the  agent  of  the  United  States, 
after  deducting  the  costs  refunded  as  before  stated,  shall  constitute  the 
fund,  ^'and  all  expenses  of  whatever  kind  or  nature  should  be  paid  out 
of  the  appropriation  made  by  Congress."  That  appropriation,  how- 
ever, not  being  sufBcient,  an  estimate  will  accordingly  be  submitted  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  enable  the  Department  to  comply  with 
the  acts  of  Congress  referred  to,  in  accordance  with  the  construction 
thus  given  to  them  bj'^  the  Attorney-General. 

The  estimate  to  be  submitted  is  for  $10,000.  Of  this  the  sum  of 
$128.24  will  be  required  to  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  former 
appropriation.  The  siun  of  $6,848.12  will  be  required  to  be  added  to 
the  fund,  on  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Attorney-General.  This 
sum  is  estimated  on  the  same  ratio  as  upon  the  amount  produced  in 
the  United  States  on  the  remittance  which  has  been  received.  •  The 
balance,  $3,023.64,  will  be  required  to  pay  the  freight,  etc.,  of  the 
remittance,  amounting  to  $2,235.63,  and  such  expenses  as  may  be 
incurred  in  disposing  of  the  personal  eflfects  of  Mr.  Smithson,  which 
have  been  brought  to  the  United  States,  for  the  sale  of  which  I  would 
suggest  that  provision  should  be  made  by  Congress. 

This  report  is  submitted  to  you  in  compliance  with  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  which  you  referred  to  this  Depart- 
ment for  the  necessary  information  that  its  archives  would  furnish  in 
relation  to  the  call  thus  made  upon  you. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Tredsiu^y. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


A. 

Fdix  Grundy  to  Levi  WwMury, 

Attorney-General's  Office,  November  16,  1838. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  11th  of  October 
last,  requesting  my  opinion  upon  various  points  in  relation  to  the  Smithsonian  legacy. 
A  separate  answer  to  each  of  your  inquiries  is  deemed  uimeceeeary,  as  the  opinion  I 
entertain,  and  am  about  to  express  in  general  terms,  will  be  found  to  cover  most  of 
them. 

James  Smithson,  of  London,  on  the  23d  of  October,  1826,  executed  his  last  will 
and  testament,  by  which,  upon  the  happening  of  certain  contingencies,  he  bequeathed 
to  the  United  States  of  America  all  his  property,  to  found  at  Washington,  under  the 
name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
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of  knowledge  among  men.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  an  act  passed  1st 
of  July,  1836,  accepted  the  bequest,  and  directed  the  President  to  appoint  an  agent 
to  assert  and  prosecute  the  claim,  and  by  said  act  pledged  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  to  apply  the  moneys  and  other  funds  which  might  be  received  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  said  will;  and,  by  the  fourth  section  of  said  act,  it  is  provided, 
''that  to  the  end  that  the  claim  to  said  bequest  may  be  prosecuted  with  effect,  and 
the  necessary  expenses  in  prosecuting  the  same  be  defrayed,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  apply  to  that  purpose  any  sum  not 
exceeding  $10,000/'  etc. 

From  these  provisions  it  appears  to  me  that  Ck>ngress  intended  that  there  should 
be  no  diminution  of  the  funds  bequeathed  for  the  purpose  specified  in  said  will,  but 
that  the  whole,  whatever  they  might  amount  to,  should  be  applied  to  carry  into 
effect  the  intention  of  the  testator;  and  when  the  object  of  the  bequest  is  consid- 
erad,  it  can  not  be  supposed  that  Congress  would  act  in  any  other  than  a  liberal 
spirit. 

My  opinion,  therefore,  is  that  the  amount  of  the  whole  money  and  other  funds 
received  by  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  under  the  act  of  July  1,  1836,  without 
redaction,  constitute  the  Smithsonian  fund;  for  the  purposes  specified  in  said  Smith- 
son's  will;  and  that  the  whole  expenses  of  prosecuting  said  claim,  receiving,  and 
tfansporting  the  same  to  this  country,  including  any  additional  expenses  which  may 
have  been  incurred  here,  ought  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  appropriation  made  by 
Congress. 

It  appears  that  cash  and  stocks,  which,  when  converted  into  money,  amounted  to 
£106,490  lis.  9d.,  were  decreed  to  the  United  States,  as  the  amount  of  the  legacy 
and  bequest  in  said  will.  This  sum,  after  deducting  £116  2s.  2d.,  the  amount  of  costs 
refunded,  is  the  amount  which  should  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  kept  and  disposed  of  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  1, 1836,  and 
the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  July  7,  1838;  and  all  expenses,  of  whatever  kind  or 
nature,  should  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  made  by  Congress. 

In  relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  other  personal  effects  of  Mr.  Smithson,  which 
have  been  transferred  to  this  country  by  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  my  opinion 
is  that  Congress  should  direct  the  disposition  of  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Felix  Grundy. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbuby, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
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From  Repm'i  oftlie  Secretary  for  tlie  year  1861. 

Information  has  been  received  from  London  of  the  death,  at  an 
advanced  age,  of  Madame  de  la  Batut,  the  mother  of  the  nephew  of 
James  Smithson,  to  whom  an  annuity  was  conceded  as  a  compromise 
by  the  Hon.  Richard  Rush,  with  a  vjew  to  the  more  expeditious  realiza- 
tion of  the  Smithsonian  legacy.  The  principal  of  this  annuity,  amount- 
ing to  £5,015  (about  $25,000),  will  now  be  added  to  the  bequest  of 
Smithson,  of  which  it  originally  formed  a  part 

From  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Regents^  May  i,  ISS'^. 

The  Secretaiy  gave  an  account  of  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  money  left  in  England  by  Hon.  Richard  Rush,  as  principal  of  an 
annuity  to  the  mother  of  the  nephew  of  Smithson,  and  presented  the 
following  communications  from  Fladgate,  Clarke  &  Finch,  of  London: 

40  Craven  Street,  8trand, 
London,  W.  C,  May  16,  1861, 

Sir:  We  had  the  honor,  m  the  year  1838,  of  acting  professionally  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  the  suit  in  the  EJnglish  court  of  chancery,  under  which  the 
funds  for  the  foundation  of  the  Institution  (of  which  we  address  you  as  manager) 
were  decreed  to  be  paid  over  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  Institution. 
We  have  now  to  make  to  you,  as  the  manager  thereof,  the  following  communication: 

On  referring  to  the  papers  connected  with  the  Institution  you  will  find  that  a  sum  of 
£5,015  three  per  cent  consols,  part  of  the  estate  of  Smithson,  the  founder,  were  retained 
in  the  court  of  chancery  to  answer  a  claim  of  one  Madame  de  la  Batut.  That  person 
was,  in  fact,  entitled  to  a  life  interest  in  the  fund,  and  at  her  death  it  was  to  revert 
to  the  President  as  an  additional  fund  for  the  purposes  of  the  Institution. 

Madame  de  la  Batut  is  now  dead,  so  that  the  fund  has  become  transferable  to  the 
President,  and  it  will  be  requisite  for  him,  or  some  person  duly  authorized  by  him, 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  obtain  a  transfer. 

We  have  had  some  communication  with  the  solicitor  of  the  lady's  family,  who 
writes  as  follows: 

'*My  client,  Mr.  La  Batut,  upon  taking  out  administration  to  his  late  mother, 
Madame  La  Batut,  to  whom  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Lewis  Dickmson,  by  his  will  dated 
17th  July,  1819,  gave  half  of  the  income  of  his  property  for  her  life,  will  be  entitled 
to  an  apportioned  part  oi  such  income  from  the  last  payment,  on  the  22d  March,  1858, 
to  10th  September,  in  the  same  year,  which  would  amount  to  about  £70. 

•*  The  property  originally  consisted  of  French  5  per  cent  rentes,  payable  22d  March 
and  22d  September,  but  by  order  of  the  court  a  sum  of  £5,015  three  per  cent  consols 
was  invested  in  the  name  of  the  accountant-general  in  this  suit,  to  the  separate 
112 
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aooonnt  of  Mary  Ann  de  la  Batut,  the  annuitant,  to  meet  the  payments  of  the  life 
inoome.  By  the  law  of  France,  the  life  income  is  ap(X)rtionable  and  payable  up  to 
the  time  of  death,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dickinson  having  been  domiciled  in 
France  at  the  time  of  his  death,  that  law  will  apply  to  this  case. 

"  Will  you  be  good  enough,  under  these  circumstances,  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
your  client  in  presenting  a  petition  as  to  the  £5,015  and  the  arrears  of  dividends  due 
thereon,  to  ask  for  the  payment  to  my  client  of  the  apportioned  sum  out  of  such 
arrears,  without  obliging  him  to  go  to  the  expense  of  proving  the  law  of  France  upon 
this  subject?  I  will  hand  you  thu  necessary  proof  of  death,  the  expense  of  which 
can  be  included  in  the  necessary  costs  of  the  application/' 

We  should  recommend  that  the  request  contained  in  this  letter  be  complied  with* 
We  have  the  honor  to  l)e,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Fladgate,  Clakkb  &  Finch. 

The  Smithsonian  iNarriTurioN,  • 

WaMngtoiif  United  States, 


40  Craven  Street,  Strand, 

London^  W.  C,  October  ^6,  186 U 
Sir;  Your  letter  of  the  14th  August  reached  ua  in  the  long  vacation  which  has  just 
terminated,  and  wc  hasten  to  reply  to  it. 

All  that  will  Iw  requisite  to  l)e  done  in  the  first  instance  is  that  we  should  have 
the  authority  of  the  President  of  the  Unite<l  States  to  present  a  petition  for  an  order 
to  have  the  fund  paid  to  him.  On  our  obtaining  this  order,  a  iK)wer  of  attorney 
will  be  sent  out  to  the  President  authorizing  some  person  here  to  receive  from  the 
court  of  chancery,  and  transmit  to  him,  or  to  the  managers  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, the  fund  in  question. 

Having  in  the  suit  had  the  honor  of  acting  for  the  President,  it  might  be  within 
our  fimctiouH  to  pre^?ent  the  petition  even  without  an  express  authority,  but  we  did 
not  deem  it  right  to  do  so  without  some  communication  with  the  President  or  with 
the  managers  of  the  Institution. 

Of  course,  although  the  order  might  be  o])taine(l  without,  the  fund  can  only  be 
dealt  with  on  the  signature  of  the  President. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  (>l)e<lient  servants, 

Fladgate,  Clarke  <&  Finch. 
Joseph  Henry,  Esq., 

Smitfusoiiian  ItistUutiotiy  ]Vashhi(/ton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Truralmll,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  and  executive  committee  consult  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  take  such  action  as  may  bo 
necessary  for  obtaining  the  money  referred  to  in  the  communication 
from  the  solicitors  in  London. 


From  Hepovt  <pf  the  Secretary  for  the  year  1862. 

A  power  of  attorney  has  been  forwarded  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  Messrs.  Fladgate,  Clarke  &  Finch,  of  London,  author- 
izing them  to  collect  the  remainder  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  which 
was  left  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rush  as  the  principal  of  an  annuity  to  the 
H.  Doc.  732 8 
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mother  of  the  nephew  of  Smithson.  The  power  of  attorney  was  for- 
warded to  the  care  of  Hon.  Charles  F.  Adams,  American  minister  to 
England,  and  the  money,  when  collected,  will  be  deposited  with 
George  Peabody  &  Co.,  bankers,  London,  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
Institution. 


From  Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  year  1863. 

A  part  of  the  original  bequest,  amounting  to  £5,015,  was  left  by 
Mr.  Rush  in  England  as  the  principal  of  an  annuity  to  be  paid  to  the 
mother  of  the  nephew  of  Smithson.  The  annuitant  having  died,  a 
power  of  attorney  was  sent,  in  November,  1862,  to  Messrs.  Fladgate, 
Clarke  &  Finch  to  collect  the  money;  but  it  has  not  yet  been  received. 
Although  the  whole  legacy  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Rush  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  after  an  amicable  suit  in  chancery,  various  objections 
have  been  raised  to  allowing  the  small  remainder  to  be  sent  to  this 
country.  These  objections  appear  to  be  principally  of  a  technical 
character  and  are  scarcely  compatible  with  an  equitable  interpretation 
of  the  facts  of  the  case.  There  should  be  no  prejudice  in  England  in 
regard  to  the  construction  placed  upon  the  terms  of  the  bequest  and 
the  policy  which  has  been  adopted,  since  169  institutions  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  are  recipients  of  the  Smithsonian  publications  and 
specimens  of  natural  history,  and  have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  its 
system  of  international  exchange. 


From  Proceedirvgs  of  the  Board  of  Regents^  Jamaary  ^5,  186^,. 

The  Secretary  called  attention  to  the  unexpected  delays  and  em- 
barrassments which  had  occurred  in  obtaining  the  remainder  of  the 
original  bequest  of  Smithson  left  in  England  as  the  principal  of  an 
annuity  to  the  mother  of  the  nephew  of  Smithson,  and  read  the  cor- 
respondence on  the  subject  with  the  attorneys,  and  also  a  letter  from 
Hon.  C.  F.  Adams,  the  American  minister  to  England. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved^  That  a  conunittee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  the  Secretary, 
Mr.  Honry  Winter  Davis,  and  Professor  Bache,  to  confer  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  British  minister  relative  to  the  action  of 
the  English  authorities  in  regard  to  the  money  due  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 


From  Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  year  1864-. 

It  was  mentioned  in  the  last  report  that  a  part  of  the  original 
bequest,  amounting  to  £5,015,  was  left  by  Mr.  Rush  in  England  as 
the  principal  to  secure  an  annuity  payable  to  the  mother  of  Smithson's 
nephew.  The  annuitant  having  died,  a  power  of  attorney  was  sent  in 
November,  1863,  to  Messrs.  Fladgate,  Clarke  &  Finch  {tiie  same  firm 
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originally  employed  h\  Mr.  Rush)  to  collect  the  money.  After  a 
considerable  delay,  arising  principally  from  technical  difficulties,  the 
money  was  obtained  and  deposited  to  the  order  of  the  Institution,  with 
Greorge  Peabody  &  Co.,  bankers,  London.  It  was  subsequently  drawn 
through  the  agency  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law  of  Congress  direeting  that  the  money  of  the  Smith- 
sonian beque^st  should  be  invested  in  United  States  securities,  it  was 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  Government  bonds,  ])earing  interest  at 
the  rate  of  7.3  per  cent.  The  amount  realized  in  l)onds  of  this  denom- 
ination at  par  was  J554,150.  It  was  at  first  supposed  that  this  money, 
or  at  least  the  interest  upon  it,  could  immediately  be  applied  to  the 
uses  of  the  Institution,  but  from  a  critical  examination  of  the  enact- 
ments of  CJongress  in  reference  to  the  Smithsonian  fund,  it  was  found 
that  the  appropriation  of  the  bequest  b}'  the  act  organizing  the  estab- 
lishment in  1840,  related  only  to  that  part  of  the  bequest  which  had 
already  been  received,  and  made  no  provision  for  the  disposition  of 
the  residuary  legavy  which  has  just  become  available.  It  can  scarcely 
be  doubted,  however,  but  that  Congress  intend(^d  to  appropriate  the 
whole  of  the  bequest  to  the  maintenance  of  the  establishment.  Still, 
for  this  purpose,  a  special  act  will  be  required,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
the  sum  recently  received  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  on  the  same 
condition  with  the  amount  originally  obtained — that  the  interest  alone 
shall  be  subject  to  expenditure.  In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to 
remark  that  Mr.  Peabody,  who  received  the  dei)osit  of  the  fund,  so 
far  from  claiming  the  usual  ccmmiission  allowed  4  per  cent  on  the 
money  wliih*  it  remained  in  his  hands. 


From  Pruvrvdlmja  of  ike  Board  of  Iie(jcr}t%  Vetyruarij  ^,  1865, 

Professor  Henry  presented  the  question  as  to  the  disposition  of  the 
residuary  legacy  of  Smithson  which  had  been  received  from  England, 
and  was  now  on  deposit  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  J.  W.  Patterson,  it  was 

Iiif<oln'(ls  That  the  Secretiiry  be  instructed  to  invest  the  money  now 
on  deposit  with  the  Tn^asurer  of  the  United  States  derived  from  the 
residuary  legacy  of  James  Smithson  in  United  States  bonds  bearing 
7.3  p(»r  cent  interest. 


From  Report  ofth^i  Secretary  for  the  year  1865, 

It  has  been  mentioned  in  the  two  preceding  reports  that  a  pail  of 
the  original  betjuest  had  been  left  in  England  as  the  principal  of  an 
annuity  payable  to  the  mother  of  Smithson's  nephew.  The  annuitant 
having  died,  a  power  of  attorney  signed  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  sent  to  Fladgate,  Clarke  &  Finch,  solici- 
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tors  in  England,  authoming  them  to  collect  the  money  and  pay  it  to 
the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  The  pro- 
ceeds from  this,  deducting  the  expenses  of  collection,  were  £5,262  3d., 
which  were  temporarily  deposited  with  George  Peabody  &  Co. ,  who 
not  only  transacted  the  business  without  charge,  but  allowed  4  per 
cent  interest  on  the  money  while  it  remained  in  their  hands.  The 
total  amount  of  this  residuary  legacy  received  by  the  Institution, 
including  the  interest,  £163  19s.  4d.,  was  $26,210.63  in  gold,  which 
being  sold  at  the  current  premium  (about  107),  yielded  $54,166.38  in 
United  States  currency.  This  sum  was  invested  in  Government  bonds 
bearing  interest  at  7.3  per  cent,  and  deposited  for  safe-keeping  with 
General  Spinner,  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

From  Report  of  the  Executime  Committee  for  tJie  year  1865, 

It  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  and  the  accounts 
rendered  by  Riggs  &  Co.,  bankers  of  the  Institution,  that  the  remain 
der  of  the  legacy  of  Smithson,  which  amounted  to  $26,210.63  in  gold, 
was  sold  at  a  premium  from  106  to  107i  per  cent,  yielding,  after 
deducting  the  cost  of  sale  and  United  States  tax,  $54,165.38.  This 
amount  was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  United  Staters  bonds  bearing 
7.3  per  cent  interest  at  par. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  statement  of  the  whole  transaction: 

1864. 
June  11.  The  amount  received  from  Fladgate,  Clarke  &  Finch,  attor- 
neys, London,  as  the  residuary  legacy  of  James  Smithson,       £       8.   d. 

was 6,262    0    3 

This  amount  was  deposited  with  George  Peabo<ly  &  Co., 
bankers,  London,  who  allowe<l  interest  on  it  U)  the  5th  of 
March,  1865 153  19    4 

5,415  19    7 

This  amount  was  equivalent  to  ^26,210.63  in  gold,  which  was  sold 
])y  Riggs  &  Co.,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Insti- 
tution, as  follows: 

«510,OOO.OOat207i 1 $20,725.00 

15, 000. 00  at  206 J 31,031.25 

1,000. 00  at  207 2,070.00 

210. 63  at  205 43L  79 

26,210.63  54,258.04 

1>«^SH  l)rokerage,  one-fourth $65. 53 

Ixiss  United  States  tax,  one-twentieth 27. 13 

92.66 

Net  amount  realized  from  sale  of  gold $54, 165. 38 

18<M. 

Feb.  17.  Unite<l  States  bonds  l:)earing  7.3  per  cent  interest  were  imrchaaed 

at  par  for 54, 150. 00 

Balance,  which  could  not  l)e  investe<l  on  account  of  there 
being  no  bonds  for  less  than  $50 15. 38 
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After  the  Secretary  had  purchased  these  bonds  and  deposited  them 
for  safe-keeping  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  it  was 
claimed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  this  money  was  not 
under  the  control  of  the  liegeitts  of  the  Institution,  inasmuch  as  the 
original  act  of  Congress  of  1846,  establishing  the  Institution,  referred 
to  only  so  much  of  the  bequest  of  Smithson  as  was  then  in  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  and  that  a  special  act  of  Congress  would  be 
required  to  apply  this  money,  or  the  interest  on  it,  to  the  uses  of  the 
Institution.  The  executive  committee  would  therefore  reconnnend 
tiiat  an  application  be  made  to  Congress  for  such  a  disposition  of  this 
money. 


From  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Regents^  March  ^^,  1866. 

The  subject  of  the  disposition  of  the  money  in  possession  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  resulting  from  the  residuary  legacy  of  Smith- 
son,  was  next  considered.  The  Secretary  suggested  that  so  much  of 
this  sum  as  was  received  from  England,  independent  of  the  premium 
on  the  coin,  viz,  $26,210.63,  should  be  added  to  the  amount  originally 
deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Rush,  making 
$541,379.63  as  the  total  bequest  of  Smithson,  and  that  the  premium 
and  the  interest  since  accrued  be  applied  to  the  current  uses  of  the 
Institution,  and  to  assist  in  defraying  the  cost  of  the  restoration  of  the 
building.  By  this  arrangement  the  interesting  fact  could  be  stated 
that,  after  all  the  Institution  has  done  in  the  way  of  increasing  and 
diffusing  knowledge,  the  entire  sum  derived  from  the  bequest  of 
Smithson  is  still  undiminished  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  Chancellor  recommended  that  the  sum  thus  added  to  the  money 
now  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  should  be  suflScient  to  make 
up  the  amount  to  $550,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wallach,  it  was 

Resoloed^  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  apply  to  Congress  for 
an  act  by  which  the  residuary  legacy  of  James  Smithson,  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  amounting  to  $26,210.63, 
be  added  to  the  sum  originally  received;  and  that  also  from  the  income 
of  the  above-mentioned  residuary  legacy  the  further  sum  of  $8,620.37 
be  added,  making  the  total  amount  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  $550,000  as  the  trust  fund,  the  interest  on  which  alone 
is  to  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  and  uses  of  the  institution;  and 
further,  that  the  Regents  be  authorized  to  apply  the  remainder  of  the 
income  of  the  residuary  legacy  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  Institu- 
tion and  the  reconstruction  of  the  building. 
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From  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Regents^  Jamuiry  28^  1867, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wallach,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 
Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  present  a 
memorial  to  Congress  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  requesting 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
to  receive  into  the  Treasury,  on  the  same  tenns  as  the  original  bequest, 
the  residuary  legacy  of  James  Smithson,  now  in  United  States  bonds 
in  the  hands  of  said  Treasurer,  namely,  $26,210.63,  together  with  such 
other  sums  as  the  Regents  may  from  time  to  time  see  fit  to  deposit,  not 
exceeding,  with  the  original  bequest,  the  sum  of  $1,000,000;  and  that 
the  income  which  has  accrued  or  which  may  accrue  from  said  residuary 
legacy  be  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  interest  on  the  original 
bequest. 

The  Chancellor  appointed  Mr.  Garret  Davis,  Mr.  J.  W.  Patterson, 
and  Mr.  J.  A.  Grarfield  as  the  committee. 


From  Pr(x?eeding8  of  the  Board  of  Regents,,  F^mtary  i,  1867, 

The  Secretary  presented  the  following  memorial  which  had  been 
offered  to  Congress  by  the  special  committee: 

To  the  Jumorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentatives  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  have  directed  the  under- 
signed to  transmit  to  your  honorable  body  the  resolution  herewith  appended,  and  to 
solicit  the  passage  of  an  act  in  accordance  therewith. 

It  is  known  to  your  honorable  body  that  the  original  sum  received  into  the  United 
States  Treasury  from  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson,  of  England,  was  $515,167, 
which  was  considered  a  trust  fund,  the  interest  alone  to  be  applied  to  carrying  out 
the  purpose  of  the  testator,  viz,  *'The  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 


men.'* 


This,  however,  was  not  the  whole  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  the  sum  of  £5,015 
having  been  left  by  Hon.  R.  Rush,  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  as  the  principal  of 
an  annuity  to  the  mother  of  the  nephew  of  Smithson. 

The  annuitant  having  died,  the  sum  of  $26,210.63  has  been  received  from  this 
source,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  no  provision  having  been  made  in  the  act  of  August  10, 1846,  establishing  the 
Institution,  for  the  disposition  of  this  remainder  of  the  legacy,  your  memorialists,  in 
behalf  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  now  ask  that  it  be  added  to  the  original  bequest  on 
the  same  terms,  and  that  the  increase  which  has  arisen  from  interest  or  otherwise  on 
the  sum  before  mentioned,  also  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
United  States,  be  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Regents  for  assisting  to  defray  the 
expense  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  building  and  for  other  objects  of  the  Institution. 

And  your  memorialists  would  further  ask  that  the  Board  of  Regents  be  allowed  to 
place  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  original  bequest, 
such  sums  of  money  as  may  accrue  from  savings  of  income  and  from  other  sources, 
provided  the  whole  amount  thus  received  into  the  Treasury  shall  not  exceed 
$1,000,000. 
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The  sole  object  of  this  request  is  the  ])erraanent  investment  and  perpetual  security 
of  the  entire  Smithsonian  bequest  and  such  other  sums  as  may  Ik;  accumulated  from 
savinfus  of  accrued  interest,  legacies,  etc. 
And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  etc. 

S.  P.  Chase, 

Chanrellor. 
Joseph  Henry, 
SecreUiry  Smithsf/ninn  TustittUioJi. 

Resolvedj  by  tJie  Board  of  Regents  of  (he  iSmUfisotium  Ingdtulion,  That  an  application 
be  made  to  Congress  for  an  act  authorizing  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to 
receive  into  the  Treasury,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  original  bequest,  the  residuary 
l^^acy  of  James  Smithson,  now  in  United  States  bonds  in  the  hands  of  said  Treas- 
urer, namely,  $26,210.63,  together  with  such  other  sums  as  the  Regents  may  from 
time  to  time  see  fit  to  dejXMjit,  not  exceeding,  with  the  original  bequest,  the  sum  of 
$1,000,000,  and  that  the  income  which  has  accrued  or  may  accrue  from  said  residuary 
legai'Y  be  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  interest  on  the  original  beiiuest. 

Mr.  Patterson  stutod  that  in  Iwhalf  of  the  committee  he  had  pre- 
sented the  memorial  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  a  bill  in 
accordance  therewith,  which  had  passed  unanimously  that  day  and 
been  transmitted  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Trumbull  stated  that  this  bill  had  also  unanimously  passed  the 
Senate,  and  only  awaited  the  signature  of  the  President  to  become 
a  law. 


From  Pr(H\'edh}gs  of  the  Board  of  RefjenU^  Fehnuiry  ^^,  18G7. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  following  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress 
relative  to  the  increase  of  the  trust  fund,  referred  to  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  lx>ard,  and  a  statement  of  what  had  been  done  in  accordance 
with  it: 

An  act  authorizing  the  Sc<!retary  of  tho  Treasury  to  recciyc  into  the  Treasury  the  residuary  l^aey 
of  James  Bniithson,  to  authorize  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  apply  the  Income  of 
the  said  legacy,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiires  of  the  United  Staies  of  America  in 
Congress  asseinhledy  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  directed  to  receive  into  the  Treasury,  on  the  same  terms  as  tho  original  bequest, 
the  residuary  legacy  of  James  Smithson,  now  in  United  States  bonds  in  the  hands  of 
said  Secretary,  namely,  twenty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  sixty- 
three  cents,  together  with  such  other  sums  as  the  Regents  may  from  time  to  time  see 
fit  to  deposit,  not  exceeding  with  the  original  bequest  the  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enactM,  That  the  increase  which  has  accrued  or  which 
may  hereafter  accrue,  from  said  residuary  legacy,  shall  be  applied  by  the  Board  of 
Regents  of  the  Smithscjnian  Institution  in  the  same  manner  as  the  interest  on  the 
original  bequest,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  tenth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-six,  establishing  said  Institution. 

Approved  Febniary  8, 1867. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the 
Board  of  Kegents,  and  the  authority  conferred  by  the  ateve  act,  he 
had  increased  the  amount  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  in  the  Treasury  of 
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the  United  States  on  the  19th  of  February,  1867,  to  ^50,000,  in  the 
foUowing  manner: 

The  interest  at  7.3  per  cent,  due  for  two  years,  to  February  16,  1867,  on 
the  $54,150  United  States  bonds,  was  collected,  viz 17,905. IK) 

$25,400  of  the  bonds  were  taken  by  the  Treasury  Department 

at  6  per  cent  premium,  yielding: 

Bonds $25,400.00 

Premium 1,524.00 

2(),  924. 00 

Interest  from  February  15-19,  four  days 20. 32 

Amount  realized 34,850.22 

Amount  placed  in  the  United  States  Treasury,  to  \ye  added  to  the  original 
trust  fund,  $515,169  (making  it  $550,000) , 34,831.00 

Leaving  a  balance  in  cash  of 19. 22 

This  balance  was  deposited  with  Riggs  &  Co.  to  the  credit  of  the 
Smithsonian  account. 


INCREASE  OF  THE  SMFTHSON  FUND. 

JTamUton  fund. — The  first  addition  to  the  Smithson  fund  by  bequest 
was  that  of  $1,000  from  James  Hamilton,  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  "the  inter- 
est to  be  appropriated  biennially  by  the  secretaries,  either  in  money 
or  a  medal,  for  such  contribution,  paper,  or  lecture  on  any  scientific 
or  useful  subject  as  said  secretaries  may  direct."  His  will  was  dated 
November  20, 1871,  and  the  amount  of  the  bequest  was  received  Febni- 
ary  24,  1874,  and  deposited  in  the  United  States  Treasury. 

Ilabd/und, — The  second  bequest  to  the  Institution  was  made  by 
Dr.  Simeon  Habel,  of  New  York,  an  Austrian  physician,  of  $402.59, 
which  was  increased  by  the  Institution  to  $500,  to  be  known  as  the 
*' Habel  fund,"  which  was  deposited  on  the  15th  of  March,  1880,  in  the 
United  States  Treasury. 

Hodgkins fund. — In  May,  1891,  Mr.  Thomas  George  Hodgkins,  of 
Setauket,  Long  Island,  New  York,  proposed  to  make  a  gift  to  the 
Institution,  and  after  visits  from  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Langley,  and  the 
Assistant  Secretary,  Mr.  Goode,  Mr.  Hodgkins  presented,  on  Sep- 
tember 22,  1891,  the  sum  of  $200,000,  the  interest  of  $100,000  of 
which  was  to  be  used  for  general  purposes  in  the  ''increase  and  diflfu- 
sion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  provided  that  the  interest  of  the  other 
$100,000  should  be  used  in  the  investigation  of  the  properties  of 
atmospheric  air  considered  in  its  very  widest  relationship  to  all 
branches  of  science.  This  gift  was  formally  accepted  by  the  Board 
of  Regents  on  the  21st  of  October,  1891.  Mr.  Hodgkins  died  on  the 
25th  of  November,  1892,  at  the  age  of  nearly  90  years.  Subsequent 
to  his  death,  in  1894,  an  additional  sum  of  $8,000  was  received  from 
the  estate  and  added  to  the  Smithson  fund,  and  $42,000  was  also 
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leoeiyed  by  the  Institution  in  West  Shore  Railroad  4  per  cent  bonds 
from  his  estate,  making  the  total  gift  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars. 

The  permanent  Smithson  fund  January,  1900,  deposited  in  the 
United  States  Treasury  consists  of — 

Aug.  10, 1846.  Smithson's  original  bequest $515, 169. 00 

Feb.  19,1867.  Smithson' s  residuary  legacy 26,210.63 

From  savings,  etc 108, 620. 37 

Feb.  24,1874.  Bequest  of  James  Hamilton 1,000.00 

Mar.  15, 1880.  Bequest  of  Dr.  Simeon  Habel 500. 00 

Feb.  21, 1881.  Proceeds  of  sale  of  Virginia  bonds 51, 500. 00 

Oct  22,1891.  Giftof  Thomas  G.  Hodgkins 200,000.00 

May  19,1894.  Giftof  Thomas  G.  Hodgkins 8,000.00 

Jan.  28,1895.  Interest  on  the  Hamilton  fund 1,000.00 

912, 000. 00 

OTHER  BEQUESTS  AND   GIFTS  TO   THE   INSTITUTION. 

Avery  fund, — In  1894  a  bequest  was  received  from  Mr.  Robert 
Stanton  Avery,  of  Washington  City,  consisting  of  real  estate  valued 
at  ^28,931  and  railroad  stocks,  etc.,  valued  at  about  $6,000. 

As  litigation  ensued  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  heirs  at  law,  no 
addition  has  yet  been  made  from  this  source  to  the  permanent  Smith- 
son  fund. 

In  1889  a  bequest  of  $5,000  was  received  from  Dr.  Jerome  Henry 
Kidder,  of  Washington  City,  to  be  used  for  the  promotion  of  physi- 
cal research. 

In  1891  Prof.  Alexander  Graham  Bell  presented  the  sum  of  $5,000 
for  scientific  research  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  Langley. 

A  full  account  of  these  bequests  will  be  found  in  the  annual  reports 
of  the  Institution. 


P^RT    II. 
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TWElfTT-FOUETH  CONGRESS,  1835-1837. 

BEQUEST    OF  JAMES  SMITHSON. 

Message  froni  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Washington,  December  17^  1835. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accom- 
panying copies  of  certain  papers^  relating  to  a  bequest  to  the  United 
States  by  Mr.  James  Smithson,  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  found- 
ing at  Washington  an  establishment,  under  the  name  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution, ''  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men."  The  Executive  having  no  authority  to  take  any  steps  for 
accepting  the  trust  and  obtaining  the  funds,  the  papers  are  communi- 
cated with  a  view  to  such  measures  as  Congress  may  deem  necessary. 

Andrew  Jackson. 

December  21,  1835 — Senate. 

The  message  of  the  President  was  read,  and  referred  to  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

December  21,  1835 — House. 

The  message  of  the  President  was  received  and  read. 

Referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Mr. 
Francis  Thomas,  Mr.  James  Garland  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Dutee  J. 
Pearce  of  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Jesse  Speight,  Mr.  Thomas  M.  T. 
McKennan,  Mr.  Edw.  A.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Rice  Garland  of  Louisiana, 
and  Mr.  Graham  H.  Chapin  were  appointed  said  committee. 

January  5,  1836 — Senate. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Leigh,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  wnom 
was  referred  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
the  21st  ultimo,  relative  to  the  bequest  of  the  late  James  Smithson, 
of  London,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  joint  resolution. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  message 

of  the  President  of  the  17th  December  last,  transmitting  to  Congress 

j    a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanying  copies  of  certain 

^    papers  relating  to  a  bequest  to  the  United  States  by  Mr.  James 

Smithson,  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  founding,  at  Washington, 


*  For  these  papers  see  Correspondence,  page  3. 
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an  establishment  under  the  name  of  "  The  Smithsonian  Institution 
for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  respect- 
fully report: 

That  it  appears  that  Mr.  James  Smithson,  late  of  London,  deceased, 

by  his  last  will  and  testament  bequeathed  the  whole  of  his  property  to 

his  bankers,  Messrs.  Drummonds,  of  Charing  Cross,  London,  in  trust, 

to  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner  therein  provided  and  directed,  and 

desired  his  said  executors  to  put  his  property  under  the  management 

of  the  court  of  chancery;  and  then  (after  bequeathing  an  annuity  of 

£100  to  John  Fitall  for  life)  he  bequeathed  and  provided  as  follows: 

To  Henry  James  Hungerford,  my  nephew,  I  give  and  bequeath,  for  his  life,  the  whole 
of  the  income  arising  from  my  property  of  every  nature  and  kind  whatever,  after  pay- 
ment of  the  above  annuity,  and  after  the  death  of  John  Fitall  that  annuity  likewise; 
the  payments  to  be  made  to  him  at  the  time  interest  or  dividends  become  due  on  the 
stocks  or  other  property  from  which  the  income  arises.  Should  the  said  Henry 
James  Hungerford  have  a  child  or  children,  legitimate  or  illegitimate,  I  leave  to  such 
child  or  children,  his  or  their  heirs,  executors,  and  assigns,  the  whole  of  my  property 
of  every  kind,  absolutely  and  forever,  to  be  divided  between  them,  if  more  than  one, 
in  the  manner  their  father  shall  judge  pro|>er;  and  in  case  of  his  omitting  to  decide 
this,  as  the  lord  chancellor  shall  judge  proper.  Should  my  said  nephew,  Henry 
James  Hungerford,  marry,  1  empower  him  to  make  a  jointure.  In  case  of  the  death 
of  my  said  nephew  without  leaving  a  child  or  children,  or  of  the  death  of  the  child 
or  children  he  may  have  had,  under  the  age  of  21  years,  or  intestate,  I  then  bequeath 
the  whole  of  my  property  (subject  to  the  annuity  of  £100  to  John  Fitall,  and  for  the 
security  and  payment  of  which  I  mean  stock  to  remain  in  this  country)  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  found,  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

It  further  appears,  from  a  letter  of  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore  & 
Fladgate,  solicitors  to  Mr.  Vail,  charg^  d'aflfaires  of  the  United  States 
at  London,  dated  the  21st  July  last,  communicated  by  Mr.  Vail  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  that  pursuant  to  the  instructions  contained  in  Mr. 
Smithson's  will,  an  amicable  suit  was,  on  the  death  of  that  testator, 
brought  in  the  court  of  chancery  of  England,  by  the  legatee,  Mr. 
Hungerford,  against  the  Messrs.  Drummonds,  the  executors,  in  which 
suit  the  assets  were  realized;  that  these  were  very  considerable;  that 
there  is  now  standing  in  the  name  of  the  accountant-general  of  the 
court  of  chancery,  on  the  trusts  of  the  will,  stock  amounting  in  value 
to  about  £100,000;  that  Mr.  Hungerford,  during  his  life,  had  received 
the  income  arising  from  this  property;  but  that  news  had  reached 
England  that  Mr.  Hungerford  had  died  abroad,  leaving  no  child  sur- 
viving him;  so  that  the  event  has  happened  on  which  the  executory 
bequest  of  this  large  property  was  made  by  the  testator,  Mr.  Smith- 
son,  to  the  United  States,  to  found,  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of 
'*The  Smithsonian  Institution,"  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore  & 
Fladgate  also  inform  Mr.  Vail  that  it  has  now  become  necessary  that 
measures  should  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  decision  of  the 


TWENTY-FOURTH   CONGRESS,   1835-1837.  127 

court  of  chancery  as  to  the  further  disposition  of  the  property;  that 
it  is  not  clearly  defined  in  Mr.  Smithson's  will  to  whom,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  the  property  should  be  paid  or  transferred;  and  indeed 
there  is  so  much  doubt  that  they  apprehend  the  attorney-general  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown  of  England  must  be  joined  in  the  proceedings  which 
it  may  be  requisite  the  United  States  should  institute;  that  they  act 
in  this  matter  for  Messre.  Drummonds,  the  bankers,  who  are  mere 
stakeholders,  and  are  ready  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  facilitate  get- 
ting the  decision  of  the  couii;  of  chancery  and  carrying  the  testator's 
intentions  into  eflfect;  and  that  they  will  be  happy  to  communicate 
with  such  professional  advisers  as  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  shall  think  fit  to  appoint  to  act  for  them  in  England.  And 
having  thus  stated  the  nature  of  the  business,  they  add  that  they 
abstain  from  making  any  suggestion  as  to  the  party  in  whose  name 
proceedings  should  be  adopted,  considering  that  the  point  should  be 
determined  by  counsel  in  England,  after  the  opinion  of  the  proper  law 
officers  in  the  United  States  shall  have  been  taken  on  the  subject. 

In  a  letter  of  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  28th  eJuly 
last,  communicating  a  copy  of  Mr.  Smithson's  will  and  the  letter  of 
Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate  to  him,  he  says  that  that  letter 
and  the  inquiries  he  has  made  leave  no  doubt  of  the  will  of  Mr.  Smith- 
son  having  been  established  and  its  dispositions  recognized  b}'  the 
court  of  chancery  of  England;  that,  according  to  the  view  taken  of 
the  case  by  the  solicitors,  the  United  States,  in  the  event  of  their 
accepting  the  legacy  and  the  trust  coupled  with  it,  should  come  for- 
ward, by  their  representative,  and  make  themselves  parties  to  an  ami- 
cable suit  before  the  lord  chancellor  of  England,  for  the  purpose  of 
legally  establishing  the  fact  of  the  demise  of  Mr.  Hungerford,  the 
legatee  for  life,  without  children  and  intestate,  proving  their  claim  to 
the  benefit  of  the  will,  and  obtaining  a  decree  in  chancery  awarding 
to  them  the  proceeds  of  the  estate;  that  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore  & 
Fladgate  are  willing  to  undertake  the  management  of  the  suit  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  that,  from  what  he  has  learned  of  their 
standing,  they  may  safely  be  confided  in.  And  Mr.  Vail  suggests, 
upon  the  advice  of  those  gentlemen,  a  method  of  proceeding  to  assert 
the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy,  without  further  delay,  in 
case  it  should  be  thought  imnecessary  to  await  the  action  of  Congress 
to  authorize  the  institution  of  the  requisite  legal  proceedings. 

The  Secretary  of  State  submitted  the  letter  of  Mr.  Vail  and  the 
papers  therewith  communicated  to  the  President,  who  determined 
to  lay  the  subject  before  Congress  at  its  next  session,  and  of  this 
determination  the  Secretary  of  State  apprised  Mr.  Vail  in  a  letter  of 
the  26th  September  last. 

The  President  in  his  message  of  the  17th  December  transmits  to 
Congress  all  the  correspondence  and  information  relating  to  the  sub- 
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ject  as  the  same  had  been  reported  to  him  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  adds  that  "the  Executive  having  no  authority  to  take  any  steps 
for  accepting  the  trust  and  obtaining  the  funds,  the  papers  are  com- 
municated, with  a  view  to  such  measures  as  Congress  may  deem  nec- 
essary." 

The  committee  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  that  it  belongs 
to  the  Legislature  to  devise  and  prescribe  the  measures,  if  any,  proper 
to  be  adopted  on  this  occasion  and  to  provide  for  such  expenses  as 
may  be  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  them. 

Judging  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
of  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate  to  Mr.  Vail,  as  well  as  from 
the  information  which  the  committee  themselves  have  been  able  to 
gather  as  to  the  courae  of  adjudication  of  the  court  of  chancery  of 
England  in  such  cases,  the  conunittee  suppose  it  unquestionable  that 
the  executory  bequest  contained  in  Mr.  Smithson's  will,  of  his  whole 
property  to  the  United  States,  in  the  event  that  has  occurred,  for  the 
puipose  of  founding  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men,  is  by  the  law  of  England  a  valid  bequest;  that 
the  United  States  will  te  entertained  in  the  court  of  chancery  of  Eng- 
land to  assert  their  claim  to  the  fund  as  trustees,  for  the  purpose  of 
founding  the  charitable  institution  at  Washington  to  which  it  is  des- 
tined by  the  donor,  and  that  that  court  will  decree  that  the  fund  shall 
be  paid  and  transferred  to  the  United  States,  or  their  lawfully  author- 
ized agent,  leaving  it  to  the  United  States  to  apply  the  property  to  the 
foundation  of  the  intended  charity  at  Washington  and  to  provide  for 
the  due  administration  of  the  fund,  so  as  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of 
the  donor.  The  committee  are  sensible,  however,  that  these  are  points 
which  can  only  be  determined  and  settled  by  the  judicial  authority  of 
England. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  questions  which  it  behooves 
Congress  to  consider  are  whether  it  is  competent  to  the  United  States, 
whether  it  comports  with  their  dignity,  whether  (all  circuuLstances 
considered)  it  is  expedient  and  proper  that  the  United  States  should 
appear  as  suitors  in  the  couils  of  justice  of  England  to  assert  their 
claim  to  the  legacy  in  question  as  trustees  for  the  intended  charitable 
institution  to  be  founded  at  Washington. 

It  might  be  a  question  of  much  doubt  and  diflSculty  whether  it 
would  be  within  the  competency  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  appropriate  any  part  of  the  general  revenue  collected  from 
the  nation  at  large  to  the  foundation  and  endowment  of  a  literary  or 
any  other  charitable  institution  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  but,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  no  such  question  is  involved  in  the  con- 
sidemtion  of  the  present  subject.  The  fund  given  to  the  United 
States  by  Mr.  Smithson's  will  is  nowise  and  never  can  become  part  of 
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their  revenue.  Thev  can  not  claim  or  take  it  for  their  own  benefit. 
They  can  only  take  it  as  trustees,  to  apply  to  the  charitable  pui'pose 
for  which  it  was  intended  by  the  donor. 

The  committee  can  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  United  States 
most  be  regarded  as  the  parens  2>(itr!w  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 
that  in  that  character  they  have  a  right  and  they  are  in  duty  bound  to 
assert  a  claim  to  any  property  given  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  found- 
ing a  charitable  institution  of  any  kind  within  the  District  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  due  application  and  administration  of  such  a  fund  when 
they  have  obtained  possession  of  it;  that  the  rights  and  duties  of  the 
United  States  as  fxirens  patriw  of  the  District  in  such  a  case  are  the 
same,  whether  the  charitable  donation  be  made  by  the  subject  of  a 
foreign  nation  or  by  a  citizen,  or  whether  the  claim  to  the  bounty  is 
to  be  asserted  before  a  domestic  court  of  justice  or  before  a  foreign 
tribunal,  which  by  the  comity  of  nations  or  the  laws  of  its  own  coun- 
try is  bound  to  entertain  the  claim  and  to  adjudge  the  property  to  the 
United  States  if  they  are  by  law  entitled  to  it.  If  a  foreign  tribunal 
decreeing  such  property  to  the  United  States  should  think  proper  to 
impose  any  conditions  incompatible  with  the  constitutional  powers  of 
this  Government  or  with  its  duties  or  its  dignit}',  the  United  States 
may  then  decline  to  accept  the  property  and  the  trust,  but  no  diffi- 
culty of  that  kind  is  apprehended. 

The  committee  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  United  States,  in 
prosecuting  a  claim  to  property  given  to  them  for  the  puipose  of 
founding  a  charitable  institution  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
which  they  are  entitled  to  claim,  and  take,  and  regulate  the  adminis- 
tration of,  as  the  parens  patrUiB  of  the  District,  may  properly  appro- 
priate, out  of  their  general  revenue,  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  to 
prosecute  the  claim  with  effect — since  the  United  States  have  no  other 
pecuniary  means  to  defray  the  expenses  that  may  be  incurred  in  exer- 
cising their  powers,  or  in  performing  their  duties,  9^  parens  jydtrice  of 
the  District,  but  such  as  are  afforded  by  their  general  revenue. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  within  the 
competency  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  that  it  well  com- 
ports with  its  dignity,  that,  indeed,  it  is  its  duty  to  assert  in  the  courts 
of  justice  of  England  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy 
bequeathed  to  them  by  Mr.  Smithson's  will,  for  the  purpose  of  found- 
ing at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  '^The  Smithsonian  Institution," 
an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men,  and  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  Congress  to  enable  the 
Executive  to  assert  and  prosecute  the  claim  with  effect. 

Therefore  the  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  joint  resolu 
tion  authorizing  the  President  to  take  measures  for  recovering  the 
said  legacy. 

H.  Doc.  732 9 
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January  19,  1836. — House. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  from  the  (^oinniittcc  appointed  on  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  State.s  of  the  17th  of  Decern- 
l>er  ultimo,  and  which  was  laid  }>efore  the  House  on  the  21st,  com- 
municating information  in  relation  to  a  bequest  made  hy  James  Smith- 
son,  late  of  London,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  deceased,  to  the 
United  States,  for  the  puiix>se  of  establishing  a  seminary  of  learning, 
reported  (by  leave)  a  bill  (11.  No.  187)  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  assert  and  prosecute  with  effect  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson,  late  of  London, 
deceased,  to  found  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men,  accompanied  by  a  report  in  writing;  which  bill  was 
read  the  first  and  second  time  and  committed  to  the  Conmaittee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  following  is  the  report: 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statt^s  of  the  17th  of  Decem})er  last,  with  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson,  of  London,  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  at  Washing- 
ton an  establishment,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  resixjctfuUy 
report: 

That,  from  the  papers  transmitted  to  Congress  with  the  message  of 
the  President,  it  appears  that  James  Smithson,  a  foreigner,  of  noble 
family  and  of  affluent  fortune,  did,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  made 
in  the  year  1826,  bequeath,  under  certain  contingencies,  which  have 
since  been  realized,  and  with  certain  exceptions,  for  which  provision 
was  made  by  the  same  will,  the  whole  of  his  property,  of  an  amount 
exceeding  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  found  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men. 

To  the  acceptance  of  this  bequest,  and  to  the  assumption  and  fulfill- 
ment of  the  high  and  honorable  duties  involved  in  the  performance  of 
the  trust  committed  with  it,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  their 
legislative  capacity,  are  alone  competent.  Your  committee  ])elieve 
not  only  that  they  are  thus  competent,  but  that  it  is  enjoined  upon 
them  by  considerations  of  the  most  imperious  and  indispensable  obliga- 
tion. The  first  steps  necessary  to  ]>e  taken  for  ciirrying  into  effect  the 
benevolent  intentions  of  the  testator  must  be  to  obtain  the  possession 
of  the  funds,  now  held  ])y  the  Messrs.  Drummonds,  bankers  in  London, 
executors  of  Mr.  Smithson's  will,  and  subject  to  the  superintendence, 
custody,  and  adjudication  of  the  lord  chancellor  of  England.     To 
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enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  effect  this  object  the 
committee  report  herewith  a  bill. 

But  your  committee  think  they  would  imperfectly  discharge  their 
duty  to  this  House,  to  their  country,  to  the  world  of  mankind,  or  to 
the  donor  of  this  most  munificent  bequest  were  they  to  withhold  a  few 
brief  reflections  which  have  occurred  to  them  in  the  conteideration  of 
the  subject  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  reflections  arising  from  the 
condition  of  the  testator,  from  the  nature  of  the  bequest,  and  from 
the  character  of  the  trustee  to  whom  this  great  and  solemn  charge 
has  been  confided. 

The  testator,  James  Smithson,  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  declares 
himself,  in  the  caption  of  the  will,  a  descendant  in  blood  from  the 
Percys  and  the  Seymours,  two  of  the  most  illustrious  historical  names 
of  the  British  islands.  Nearly  two  centuries  since,  in  1660,  the  ances- 
tor of  his* own  name,  Hugh  Smithson,  immediately  after  the  restora- 
tion of  the  royal  family  of  the  Stuarts,  received  from  Charles  the 
Second,  as  a  reward  for  his  eminent  services  to  that  house  during  the 
civil  wars,  the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  England,  a  dignity  still  held 
by  the  Dukes  of  Northumberland  as  descendants  from  the  same  Hugh 
Smithson.  The  father  of  the  testator,  by  his  marriage  with  the  Lady 
Elizabeth  Seymour,  who  was  descended  by  a  female  line  from  the 
ancient  Percys,  and  by  the  subsequent  creation  of  George  the  Third, 
in  1766,  became  the  first  Duke  of  Northumberland.  His  son  and  suc- 
cessor, the  brother  of  the  testator,  was  known  in  the  history  of  our 
Revolutionary  war  by  the  name  of  Lord  Percy;  was  present  as  a  Brit- 
ish officer  at  the  sanguinary  opening  scene  of  our  Revolutionary  war 
at  Lexington  and  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  was  the  bearer  to 
the  British  Government  of  the  dispatches  from  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  royal  forces  announcing  the  event  of  that  memorable 
day;  and  the  present  Duke  of  Northumberland,  the  testator's  nephew, 
was  the  ambassador  extraordinary  of  Great  Britain  sent  to  assist  at 
the  coronation  of  the  late  King  of  France,  Charles  the  Tenth,  a  few 
months  only  before  the  date  of  this  bequest  from  his  relative  to  the 
United  States  of  America. 

The  suggestions  which  present  themselves  to  the  mind  by  the  asso- 
ciation of  these  historical  recollections  with  the  condition  of  the  tes- 
tator derive  additional  interest  from  the  nature  of  the  bequest — the 
devotion  of  a  large  estate  to  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge  among  men. 

Of  all  the  foundations  of  establishments  for  pious  or  charitable  uses 
which  ever  signalized  the  spirit  of  the  age  or  the  comprehensive 
beneficence  of  the  founder,  none  can  bo  named  more  deserving  of  the 
approbation  of  mankind  than  this.  Should  it  be  faithfully  carried 
into  effect  with  an  earnestness  and  sagacity  of  application  and  a  steady 
perseverance  of  pursuit  proportioned  to  the  means  furnished  by  the 
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will  of  the  founder  and  to  the  greatness  and  simplicity  of  his  design 
as  by  himself  declared,  'Hhe  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men,"  it  is  no  extravagance  of  anticipation  to  declare  that  his 
name  will  be  hereafter  enrolled  among  the  eminent  benefactors  of 
mankind. 

The  attainment  of  knowledge  is  the  high  and  exclusive  attribute  of 
man,  among  the  numberless  myriads  of  animated  beings,  inhabitants 
of  the  terrestial  globe.  On  him  alone  is  bestowed,  by  the  bounty  of 
the  Creator  of  the  universe,  the  power  and  the  capacity  of  acquiring 
knowledge.  Knowledge  is  the  attribute  of  his  nature,  which  at  once 
enables  him  to  improve  his  condition  upon  earth  and  to  prepare  him 
for  the  enjoyment  of  a  happier  existence  hereafter.  It  is  by  this 
attribute  that  man  discovers  his  own  nature  as  the  link  between  earth 
and  heaven;  as  the  partaker  of  an  immortal  spirit;  as  created  for  a 
higher  and  more  durable  end  than  the  countless  tribes  of  beitigs  which 
people  the  earth,  the  ocean,  and  the  air,  alternately  instinct  with  life, 
and  melting  into  vapor  or  moldering  into  dust. 

To  furnish  the  means  of  acquiring  knowledge  is  therefore  the 
greatest  benefit  that  can  be  conferred  upon  mankind.  It  prolongs 
life  itself  and  enlarges  the  sphere  of  existence.  The  earth  was  given 
to  man  for  cultivation,  to  the  improvement  of  his  own  condition. 
Whoever  increases  his  knowledge  multiplies  the  uses  to  which  he  is 
enabled  to  turn  the  gift  of  his  Creator  to  his  own  benefit  and  partakes 
in  some  degree  of  that  goodness  which  is  the  highest  attribute  of 
Omnipotence  itself. 

If,  then,  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  under  the  smile  of  an  approv- 
ing Providence,  and  by  the  faithful  and  permanent  application  of  the 
means  furnished  by  its  founder,  to  the  purpose  for  which  he  has 
bestowed  them,  should  prove  effective  to  their  promotion;  if  they 
should  contribute  essentially  to  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men,  to  what  higher  or  nobler  object  could  this  generous 
and  splendid  donation  have  been  devoted? 

The  father  of  the  testator,  upon  forming  his  alliance  with  the  heiress 
of  the  family  of  the  Percys,  assumed,  by  an  act  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, that  name,  and  under  it  became  Duke  of  Northumberland.  But, 
renowned  as  is  the  name  of  Percy  in  the  historical  annals  of  England, 
resounding  as  it  does  from  the  summit  of  the  Cheviot  Hills  to  the  ears 
of  our  children  in  the  ballad  of  Chevy  Chase,  with  the  classical  com- 
mentary of  Addison;  freshened  and  renovated  in  our  memory  as  it 
has  recently  been  from  the  purest  fouutaiixof  poetical  inspiration;  in 
the  loftier  strain  of  Alnwick  Castle,  tuned  by  a  bard  of  our  own 
native  land;^  doubly  immortalized  as  it  is  in  the  deathless  dmmas  of 
Shakespeare;  ''confident  against  the  world  in  aims,"  as  it  may  have 
been  in  ages  long  past,  and  may  still  be  in  the  virtues  of  its  present 

*  Fitz-Greene  Halleck. 
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possessors  by  inheritance,  let  the  trust  of  James  Smithson  to  the 
United  States  of  Americii  be  faithfully  executed  by  their  represent- 
atives in  Congress;  let  the  result  accomplish  his  object,  ''the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  and  a  wreath  of  more  unfad- 
ing verdure  shall  entwine  itself  in  the  lapse  of  future  ages  around  the^ 
name  of  Smithson  than  the  united  hands  of  tradition,  history,  and 
poetry  have  braided  around  the  name  of  Percy  through  the  long 
perspective  in  ages  past  of  a  thousand  years.  .  "" 

It  is,  then,  a  high  and  solemn  trust  which  tijIjbQflfbtqr  h&s  cbmmitbed 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  its  execution  devolves  upon  their 
representatives  in  Congress  duties  of  no  ordinary  importance.  The 
location  of  the  Institution  at  Washington,  prescribed  by  the  testator, 
gives  to  Congress  the  free  exercise  of  all  the  powers  relating  to  this 
subject  with  which  they  are  by  the  Constitution  invested  as  the  local 
legislature  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  adverting  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  trustee  selected  by  the  testator  for  the  fulfillment  of  his 
intentions,  your  committee  deem  it  no  indulgence  of  unreasonable 
pride  to  mark  it  as  a  signal  manifestation  of  the  moral  effect  of  our 
political  institutions  upon  the  opinions  and  upon  the  consequent  action 
of  the  wise  and  the  good  of  other  regions  and  of  distant  climes;  even 
upon  that  nation  from  whom  we  generally  boast  of  our  descent,  but 
whom  from  the  period  of  our  Revolution  wo  have  had  too  often  reason 
to  consider  as  a  jealous  and  envious  rival.  How  different  are  the 
sensations  which  should  swell  in  our  bosoms  with  the  acceptance  of 
this  bequest!  James  Smithson,  an  Englishman,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
rights  as  a  free  born  Briton,  desirous  of  dedicating  his  ample  fortune 
to  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  constitutes  for 
his  trustees,  to  accomplish  that  object,  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  fixes  upon  their  seat  of  Government  as  the  spot  where  the  Institu- 
tion, of  which  he  is  the  founder,  shall  be  located. 

The  Revolution  which  resulted  in  the  independence  of  these  United 
States  was  commenced,  conducted,  and  consummated  under  a  mere 
union  of  confederated  States.  Subsequently  to  that  period  a  more 
perfect  union  was  formed,  combining  in  one  system  the  principle  of 
confederate  sovereignties  with  that  of  a  government  by  popular  rep- 
resentation, with  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers,  all  limited, 
but  coextensive  with  the  whole  confederation. 

Under  this  Government,  a  new  experiment  in  the  history  of  man- 
kind is  now  drawing  to  the  close  of  half  a  century,  during  which  the 
territory  and  number  of  States  in  the  Union  have  nearly  doubled, 
while  their  population,  wealth,  and  power  have  been  multiplied  more 
than  fourfold.  In  the  process  of  this  experiment  they  have  gone 
through  the  vicissitudes  of  peace  and  war,  amidst  bitter  and  ardent 
party  collisions,  and  the  unceasing  changes  of  popular  elections  to  the 
legislative  and  executive  offices,  both  of  the  general  confederacy  and 
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of  the  separate  States,  without  a  single  execution  for  treason,  or  a 
single  proscription  for  a  political  offense.  The  whole  Government, 
under  the  continual  superintendence  of  the  whole  people,  has  been 
holding  a  steady  course  of  prosperity,  unexampled  in  the  contempo- 
itiry  history  of  other  nations,  not  less  than  in  the  annals  of  ages  past. 
During  this  period  our  country  has  been  freely  visited  by  observers 
from  other  lands,  and  often  in  no  friendly  spirit  by  travelers  from  the 
native  land  of  Mr.  Sraithson.  Their  reports  of  the  prevailing  man- 
ners, opinions,  and  social  intercourse  of  the  people  of  this  Union  have 
exhibited  no  flattering  or  complacent  pictures.  All  the  infirmities  and 
vices  of  our  civil  and  political  condition  have  been  conned  and  noted, 
and  displayed  with  no  forbearance  of  severe  satiiical  comment  to  set 
them  off;  yet,  after  all  this,  a  British  subject,  of  noble  birth  and  ample 
fortune,  desiring  to  bequeath  his  whole  estate  to  the  purpose  of  increas- 
ing and  diffusing  knowledge  throughout  the  whole  community  of  civi- 
lized man,  selects  for  the  depositaries  of  his  trust,  with  confidence 
unqualified  with  reserve,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
In  the  commission  of  every  trust  there  is  an  implied  tribute  of  the 
M)ul  to  the  integrity  and  intelligence  of  the  trustee;  and  there  is  also 
an  implied  call  for  the  faithful  exercise  of  those  properties  to  the  ful- 
dllment  of  the  purpose  of  the  trust.  The  tribute  and  the  call  acquire 
additional  force  and  energy  when  the  trust  is  committed  for  perform- 
ance after  the  decease  of  him  by  whom  it  is  granted,  when  he  no  longer 
exists  to  witness  or  to  constrain  the  effective  fulfillment  of  his  design. 
The  magnitude  of  the  trust,  and  the  extent  of  confidence  bestowed  in 
the  committal  of  it,  do  but  enlarge  and  aggravate  the  pressure  of  the 
obligation  which  it  carries  with  it.  The  weight  of  duty  imposed  is 
proportioned  to  the  honor  conferred  by  confidence  without  reserve. 
Your  committee  are  fully  persuaded,  therefore,  that,  with  a  grateful 
i^ense  of  the  honor  conferred  by  the  testator  upon  the  political  institu- 
tions of  this  Union,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  accepting 
the  bequest,  will  feel,  in  all  its  power  and  plentitude,  the  obligation 
of  responding  to  the  confidence  reposed  by  him  with  all  the  fidelity, 
lisinterestedness,  and  perseverance  of  exertion  which  may  carry  into 
effective  execution  the  noble  purpose  of  an  endowment  for  the  increase 
ind  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

January  19, 1836— House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Chapin,  that  5,000  additional 
copies  be  printed  of  the  message  of  the  President,  and  the  papers 
which  accompanied  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  bequest  of  James 
Smithson,  together  with  the  report  and  bill  that  day  submitted  by 
Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  from  the  committee  to  which  the  same  was 
referred;  which  motion  was  laid  on  the  table  one  day  under  the  rule. 

January  20,  1836.— House. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Chapin  moved  to  consider  the  motion,  which  he  submit- 
ted on  the  previous  day,  for  printing  5,000  copies  of  the  report 
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submitted  on  the  same  date  by  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  from  a  select  com- 
mittee, together  with  the  President's  message,  correspondence,  and 
will,  relating  to  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson,  late  of  London, 
deceased. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  Abijah  Mann,  Jr.,  of  New  York,  said  the  report  was  in  reference 
to  a  subject  of  considerable  interest,  not  only  to  the  House,  but  to  the 
country  generally.  As  the  report  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  it 
was  proper  that,  if  an  extra  number  of  copies  was  ordered,  it  should 
be  done  at  this  time.  He  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  for  the  purpose 
of  entertaining  the  motion  to  print,  which  was  agreed  to — ayes  107, 
noes  46. 

Mr.  B.  C.  Howard  desired  to  know  from  some  member  of  the 
committee  the  purport  of  the  report,  and  what  disposition  was  pro- 
posed to  be  made  of  the  bequest.  He  was  entirely  ignorant  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Chapin,  of  New  York,  said  he  would,  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  which  the  subject  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  had  been 
referred,  answer  the  inquiry  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land (Mr.  Howard).  It  was  not  proposed  either  by  the  report  or  bill 
which  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  select  committee  (Mr.  Adams) 
had  submitted,  to  indicate  the  plan  or  organization  of  the  institution 
to  be  founded.  At  present  it  would  be  entirely  premature  to  do  so, 
because  the  first  step  was  to  obtain  the  funds,  leaving  the  application 
of  them  to  future  legislation.  The  bill  provides  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  appoint  an  agent  to  prosecute  the  claim  in  the 
court  of  chancery  in  England,  where  the  funds  are  locked  up,  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  receipt  of  them  to  give  the  proper  dis- 
charge or  acquittance  for  the  same. 

Sir,  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson,  amounting  to  nearly  half  a  "7 
million  of  dollars,  is  among  the  most  liberal  benefactions  upon  record.    ! 
Coming,  too,  as  it  does,  from  a  citizen  of  Great  Britain,  who  is  not ! 
known  to  have  visited  the  United  States,  or  to  have  had  any  friends ! 
residing  here,  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  distinguished  tribute  of  respect 
paid  by  a  foreigner  and  stranger  to  the  free  institutions  of  our  couu-  ■ 
try.     It  is  due  to  the  memory  and  character  of  the  donor  that  suitable 
publicity  should  be  given  to  this  noble  and  generous  act  of  public 
munificence;  it  is  due,  also,  as  the  acknowledgment  of  the  grateful 
sense  of  Congress,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  for 
whose  benefit  the  bequest  was  made;  and  it  is  in  an  especial  manner 
necessary  in  order  to  call  the  attention  of  men  distinguished  for  learn- 
ing and  talents  in  all  parts  of  the  Union  to  the  subject,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  an  expression  of  their  views  and  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
plan  and  organization  of  the  institution  proposed  to  be  established. 
This  splendid  benefaction  confers  immortality  upon  the  individual ' 
by  whom  it  was  bestowed,  and  does  honor  to  the  age  in  which  we  live. , 
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Mr.  Chapin  concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  that  the  motion  to 
print  would  be  adopted  by  the  House  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

Mr.  James  H.  Parker  said  the  House  had  not  entirely  got  out  of  a 
debate  which  had  arisen  upon  a  bill  which  was  intended  to  provide  for 
their  own  pay,  in  reference  to  the  alleged  excessive  expenditures  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  House  for  the  item  of  printing.  A  great 
deal  of  complaint  was  made  on  the  ocx^asion  alluded  to,  because  of  the 
number  of  President's  messages  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  House. 
He  was  so  case-hardened  that  he  would  upon  a  like  occasion  do  the 
same  thing  again.  He  was,  however,  not  prepared  to  vote  for  the 
proposition  before  the  House.  The  report  was  doubtless  an  able  one, 
but  he  could  see  no  reason  why  five  times  the  number  which  were  nec- 
essary for  the  information  of  the  House  should  be  printed.  It  would 
be  recollected  that  a  report  had  been  made  in  the  Senate  on  this  sub- 
ject which  had  been  published  in  all  the  newspapers  he  had  seen. 
They  would  not  be  called  upon  to  make  any  disposition  of  these  funds, 
because  they  had  not  yet  received  them,  and  if  they  ever  did  it  would 
perhaps  be  fifteen  or  twenty  years  first.  Upon  the  whole  he  did  not 
consider  it  at  all  important  that  an  extra  number  of  this  report  should 
be  published. 

The  motion  to  print  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  was  then 
agreed  to. 

February  5,  1836. — Senate, 

The  resolution  to  authorise  and  enable  the  President  to  assert  and 
prosecute  with  eflfect  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy 
bequeathed  to  them  by  James  Smithson,  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  William  C.  Preston, 

Laid  on  the  table. 

April  30,  1836.— Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  William  C.  Preston,  the  Senate  took  up  the  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  an  agent 
or  agents  to  prosecute  and  receive  from  the  British  court  of  chancery 
the  legacy  bequeathed  to  the  United  States  by  the  late  James  Smithson 
of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  at  Washington  city  an 
institution  for  the  increase  of  knowledge  among  men,  to  be  called  the 
Smithsonian  University. 

Mr.  Preston  said  that  by  this  will  it  was  intended  that  this  Gov- 
ernment should  become  the  beneficiaries  of  this  legacy,  and  contended 
that  if  they  had  not  the  competence  to  receive  it  by  the  Constitution, 
the  act  of  no  individual  could  confer  the  power  on  them  to  do  so.  He 
claimed  that  they  had  not  the  power  to  receive  the  money  for  national 
objects,  and  if  so,  the  expending  of  it  for  another  object  was  a  still  higher 
power.  He  controveiled  the  position  that  if  they  could  not  receive  it 
as  the  beneficiary  legatee,  they  might  receive  it  as  the  fiduciary  agent. 
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If  they  had  not  the  power  to  establish  a  university  without  the  power 
conferred  on  them  by  a  grant,  they  could  not  have  it  with  the  gi*ant; 
or  what  they  could  not  exercise  directly,  they  could  not  exercise  as 
trustee.  He  referred  to  a  report  made  by  Mr.  Adams  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  which  the  genealogy  of  Mr.  Smithson  was  given 
and  ti-aced  through  the  line  of  the  illustrious  Percys  and  Seymours  of 
England.  He  thought  this  donation  had  been  partly  made  with  a 
view  to  immortalize  the  donor,  and  that  it  was  too  cheap  a  way  of 
conferring  immortality.  There  was  danger  of  their  imaginations 
being  run  away  with  by  the  associations  of  Chevy  Chase  ballads,  etc., 
and  he  had  no  idea  of  this  District  being  used  as  a  fulcrum  to  raise  j 
foreigners  to  immortality  by  getting  Congress  as  the  pwrena  pa/trioB  of  \ 
the. District  of  Columbia  to  accept  donations  from  them.  ^ 

The  committee  had  misconceived  the  facts;  the  bequest  was  to  the 
United  States  of  America  to  found  a  university  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  under  the  title  of  the  "  Smithsonian  University,"  and  the 
execution  of  the  terms  of  the  legacy  was  to  redound  to  the  purposes 
of  the  donation,  which  was  for  the  benefit  of  all  mankind.  It  was 
general  in  its  terms,  and  not  limited  to  the  District  of  Columbia;  it 
was  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  could  not  be  received  by 
Congress. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Leigh  said  he  would  thank  the  gentleman  to  inform  the 
Senate  that  the  report  he  had  referred  to  was  made  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  not  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate.  The  report  of  the 
Senate's  conmiittee  was  simply  a  statement  of  matters  of  fact.  Mr. 
Leigh  explained  the  provisions  of  the  will,  which  were  simply  these: 
The  testator,  James  Smithson,  bequeathed  to  his  nephew,  James  Henry 
Hungerford,  a  legacy  of  £100,000,  providing  that  if  Mr.  Hungerford 
should  die  without  children  the  legacy  should  inure  to  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  at  the  city  of  Washington  an 
institution  for  the  increase  of  knowledge  among  men,  to  be  called  the 
Smithsonian  University;  and  the  Government  had  received  informa- 
tion from  the  American  consul  at  London  that  Mr.  Hungerford  had 
lately  died  without  ever  having  been  married  and  without  leaving  an}'^ 
children.  It  now  became  necessary,  Mr.  Leigh  said,  for  Congress  to 
determine  whether  it  was  competent  for  the  United  States  to  receive 
this  money,  and,  if  they  should  receive  it,  to  take  measures  for  carry- 
ing the  intentions  of  the  testator  into  effect.  The  committee  to  whom 
this  subject  had  been  referred  were  all  of  opinion,  with  the  exception 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Preston),  that  it  was 
proper  for  the  United  States  to  receive  this  money.  They  had  not 
considered  the  question  at  all,  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  establish  a  national  university,  nor  was  it  necessary  they 
should  do  so.  They  looked  upon  this  bequest  as  having  beenf  made 
simply  for  the  benefit  of  one  of  the  cities  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
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of  which  Congress  was  the  constitutional  guardian,  and  could  receive 
and  apply  the  money  in  that  form.  Congress  was  the  parens patricB 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  sense  laid  down  by  Blackstone,  a 
power  which  necessarily  belonged  to  every  government,  and  could 
therefore  very  properly  receive  this  trust  for  a  charitable  purpose  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Congress  had,  in  fact,  exercised  this  power 
oi parens pairicB  ot  the  District  in  the  establishment  of  an  orphans' 
court,  in  the  erection  and  support  of  a  penitentiary,  and  could  create 
an  establishment  to  take  care  of  lunatics;  and  indeed,  if  it  did  not  pos- 
sess this  power,  in  what  a  deplorable  condition  would  this  District  be. 
The  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  undoubtedly  possessed  this 
power,  and  of  course  Congress  derived  it  as  to  the  District  from  their 
deeds  of  cession.  He  did  not  look  upon  this  legacy  to  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  but  for  the  benefit  of  one  of  the  cities  of 
the  District,  over  which  Congress  was  guardian,  and  he  had  therefore 
no  difficulty  in  voting  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Preston  was  aware  of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  cited 
by  the  Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Leigh),  that  the  people  of  this 
District  might  be  taxed  without  representation,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  these  corporations  could  exercise  a  trust;  but  this  was  not  a  trust 
to  the  city  of  Washington.  The  United  States  was  the  cestui  qui  trusty 
and  not  the  city  of  Washington.  The  corporation  of  the  city  of 
Washingtop  could  not  enforce  this  claim  in  a  court  of  chancery  in 
England.  ^\i  an  institution  of  the  kind  was  desired,  he  would  prefer 
it  to  be  established  out  of  our  own  funds,  and  not  have  Congress 
pander  to  the  paltry  vanity  of  an  individual.  If  they  accepted  this 
donation,  every  whippersnapper  vagabond  that  had  been  traducing 
our  country  might  think  proper  to  have  his  name  distinguished  in  the 
same  way.  It  was  not  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  country  to 
jaccept  even  the  grant  of  a  man  of  noble  birth  or  lineage. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Clayton  said  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn) had  considered  this  as  a  donation  to  the  United  States.  It  was 
not  so.  The  United  States  was  merely  named  in  the  will  as  the  trustee, 
and  was  to  receive  no  benefit  whatever.  It  was  merely  a  charitable 
object  to  establish  an  university  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  They 
had  established  similar  institutions  within  the  District  of  Columbia 
by  acts  of  Congress,  and  no  one  doubted  the  power  to  permit  persons 
from  other  places  to  be  educated  in  them. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Calhoun  said,  if  his  memory  served  him,  there  was  oppo- 
sition made  to  the  passage  of  those  acts. 

Mr.  Clayton  said  he  believed  there  was  some  objection  made  to  the 
policy,  but  not  to  the  power  of  making  the  donation.  It  was  to  be 
located  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  persons  in  the  city  would  be 
more  benefited  by  it  than  any  others. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  of  opinion  that  this  donation  was  made  expressly 
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to  the  United  States.  By  reading  the  terms  in  which  the  bequest  was 
made,  it  was  impossible  to  conceive  otherwise.  The  bequest  was  ''to 
the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing,  at  the 
city  of  Washington^  an  institution  for  the  increase  of  knowledge 
among  men."  Now,  take  out  the  words  ''the  city  of  Washington," 
and  the  donation  was  clearly  to  the  United  States.  The  words  "the 
city  of  Washington  "  were  only  used  to  designate  the  place  where  the 
university  was  to  be  established,  and  not  by  any  stretch  of  the  mean- 
ing of  language  to  be  considered  as  making  the  donation  to  the  city. 
He  understood  the  Senators  on  all  hands  to  agree  that  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  a  national  university,  and  they  all 
agreed  that  they  could  establish  a  university  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Now,  on  this  principle,  they  could  not  receive  the  bequest,  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  was  not  even  named  in  it,  the  city  of  Washington 
being  only  designated  as  the  place  where  the  university  was  to  be 
established,  and  the  bequest  being  expressly  made  to  the  United 
States.  He  thought  that  acting  under  this  legacy  would  be  as  much 
the  establishment  of  a  national  university  a«  if  they  appropriated 
money  for  the  purpose;  and  he  would  indeed  much  rather  appro- 
priate the  money,  for  he  thought  it  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  the 
United  States  to  receive  presents  of  this  kind  from  anyone.  He 
could  never  pass  through  the  Rotunda  of  the  Capitol  without  having 
bis  feelings  outraged  by  seeing  that  statue  of  Mr.  Jefferson  which  had 
been  placed  there  contrary  to  their  consent. 

Mr.  S.  L.  Southard  said  that  the  Senator  from  South  Corolinawas 
mistaken  in  saying  that  every  Senator  agreed  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  Congress  to  establish  a  national  university.  He,  for  one, 
believed  that  Congress  had  the  unquestionable  right  to  do  so.  This, 
however,  did  not  involve  the  constitutionality  of  the  question  before 
them,  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  most  rigid  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion would  not  be  adverse  to  the  bill.  Congress  had  the  same  right  to 
establish  this  university  as  they  had  to  charter  a  college  in  George- 
town or  Alexandria. 

Mr.  James  Buchanan  believed  that  Congress  had  the  power  to 
receive  and  apply  this  money  to  the  purposes  intended  by  the  testator, 
without  involving  the  question  whether  they  had  the  power  to  estab- 
lish a  national  university  or  not.  There  was  no  question  but  that 
James  Smithson,  in  his  lifetime,  had  a  right  to  establish  a  university 
at  the  city  of  Washington,  and  to  call  it  the  Smithsonian  University; 
or  a  national  university,  if  he  pleased;  and  Congress,  by  receiving 
and  applying  this  bequest,  would  only  act  as  the  trustee  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  for  whose  benefit  it  was  made. 

Mr.  B.  J.  Walker  would  not  discuss  the  question  whether  this  was 
a  national  university,  because  he  believed  that  question  was  not 
involved.     But  he  should  vote  for  the  bill  on  the  ground  that  Con- 
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gres8  would  be  doing  manifest  injustice  to  the  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Washington  by  refusing  to  accept  the  donation.  It  was  true  that  it 
operated  for  the  benefit  of  all  mankind,  but  not  more  so  than  a  uni- 
versity established  at  Princeton  or  any  other  place.  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  had  said  they  ought  to  read  the  will  as 
if  the  words  "at  Washington"  were  left  out.  He  [Mr.  Walker]  did 
not  think  so.  They  ought  to  read  it  just  as  it  was  in  connection  with 
the  whole,  and  give  it  its  true  construction,  which  was  that  the  United 
States  was  only  designated  as  the  trustee,  and  the  people  of  the  city 
of  Washington  had  a  right  to  call  upon  Congress,  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States,  to  execute  the  trust. 

Mr.  John  Davis  said  this  man  Smithson,  it  was  said,  had  devised 
£100,000  for  the  establishment  of  a  university  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton to  diffuse  knowledge  among  men.  It  seemed  to  be  taken  for 
granted  that  it  was  for  the  establishment  of  a  university,  although  he 
believed  the  word  university  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  will.  He 
could  not  infer  why  it  was  so  construed,  as  there  Were  other  means  of 
diffusing  knowledge  among  men  besides  doing  it  through  the  medium 
■of  universities,  and  he  therefore  thought  the  discussion  as  to  the  par- 
( ticular  design  of  the  gift  premature.  He  did  not  regard  it  as  a  gift 
)or  bequest  to  the  Government.  If  he  did,  he  would  have  all  the  feel- 
jings  evinced  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Preston].  The 
/testator  had  not  specified  what  special  purpose  it  was  to  be  applied  to, 
nor  when  the  fund  was  to  be  used,  and  Congress  might  defer  using  it 
until  it  became  large  enough  to  be  used  advantageously  to  the  pui*poses 
of  diffusing  knowledge  among  mankind.  If  they  denied  the  right  to 
establish  a  university,  they  denied  the  right  to  establish  all  institutions 
of  charity.  The  same  question  involved  in  this  was  also  involved  in 
the  incorporation  of  institutions  which  had  been  incorporated  by  them 
in  this  District.  The  only  question  now  under  consideration  was 
whether  they  should  receive  this  money.  He  would  vote  for  it,  and 
if  they  could  not  devise  some  appropriate  disposition  of  it  after  it 
was  received,  he  would  be  willing  to  send  it  back  by  the  first  return 
packet. 

Mr.  Calhoun  asked  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis] 
what  construction  he  would  put  upon  the  will  if  the  words  **at 
Washington"  had  been  left  out  of  it? 

Mr.  Davis  replied  that  he  would  put  the  same  construction  on  it 
then  as  he  did  now.  His  first  inquiry  would  be  whether  it  was  for  a 
charitable  pui"pose,  and  if  there  was  no  power  to  establish  the  institu- 
tion in  any  of  the  States,  he  would  establish  it  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  if  the  power  to  establish  it  there  was  doubted,  he  would 
establish  it  in  one  of  the  Territories.  He  deemed  the  establishment  of 
institutions  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  a  vital  principle  of  a  repub- 
lican government.  They  might  as  well  say  that  delivering  lectures  in 
any  of  the  sciences  was  a  national  institution  as  to  call  this  one. 
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Mr.  Preston  said  the  declaration  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
[Mr.  Southard]  had  satisfied  him  that  this  was  a  national  university. 
There  was  no  difference  between  a  university  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia for  the  benefit  of  all  mankind  and  a  national  university.  That 
Senator  had  not  distinguished  between  the  power  of  erecting  build- 
ings and  the  use  to  which  they  are  appropriated.  They  had  the  power 
to  erect  buildings  in  hco  parentis  patriw  for  the  benefit  of  the  District 
of  Columbia;  they  might  erect  buildings  for  the  maintenance  of  pau- 
pers of  the  District;  but  if  the  people  of  the  District,  in  this  case, 
were  to  have  any  benefit  peculiar  to  the  place,  it  was  in  the  erection  of 
the  buildings  alone.  He  asked  if  the  buildings  of  the  Post-Office 
Department  were  erected  by  Congress  as  the  parens  patrice  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia?  Had  they  the  right,  sls parens  patricB  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  erect  this  building  for  the  benefit  humani  generis 
of  this  District,  when  it  was,  in  fact,  a  general  charity  to  mankind, 
including  the  confederacy,  and  not  confined  to  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia? He  was  against  the  power,  and  would  be  against  the  policy,  if 
they  had  the  power. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Leigh  and  Mr.  Preston,  the 
question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  resolution  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  31,  nays  7,  as 
follows: 

YeoB, — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Bachanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cathbert, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsboro,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of 
Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Rives,  Robbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Walker — 31. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Hill,  King  of  Georgia,  Preston,  Rob- 
inson, White — 7. 

May  2,  ISSeSenate, 

Resolution  passed. 
May  10,  1836— House. 

The  resolution  (S.  No.  4)  from  the  Senate  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  Quincy  Adams  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended to  enable  him  to  make  a  motion  that  said  resolution  be  the 
special  order  of  the  day  on  Tuesday,  the  17th  instant,  from  11  o'clock 
a.  m.  to  1  p.  m. ;  which  motion  to  suspend  was  disagreed  to  by  the 
House. 
June  25,  1836— House. 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Senate  resolution  No.  4  was  considered 
and  amended. 

The  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  one  of  which 
amendments  changed  the  Senate  resolution  into  the  form  of  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  assert  and  prosecute 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy  of  James  Smithson,  late 
of  London,  were  reported  to  the  House,  and  were  concurred  in. 

The  bill  was  passed. 
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June  25,  1836— Senate. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  amendments  made  by  the  House  in 

Senate  resolution  No.  4. 

Ju/y  /,  1836— 

An  act  to  authorize  and  enable  the  President  to  assert  and  prosecute  with  effect  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  them  by  James  Smithflon, 
late  of  London,  deceased,  to  found  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  constitute  and 
appoint  an  agent  or  agents  to  assert  and  prosecute  for  and  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  their  name  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  advis- 
able, in  the  court  of  chancery,  or  other  proper  tribunal  of  England, 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  them  by  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  James  Smithson,  late  of  London,  deceased, 
for  the  purpose  of  founding  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men,  and  to  empower  such  agent  or  agents  so 
appointed  to  receive  and  grant  acquittances  for  all  such  sum  or  sums 
of  money,  or  other  funds,  as  may  or  shall  be  decreed  or  adjudged  to 
the  United  States  for  or  on  account  of  said  legacy. 

Sec.  2.  Aiid  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  agent  or  agents 
shall,  before  receiving  any  part  of  said  legacy,  give  a  bond  or  bonds, 
in  the  penal  sum  of  $500,000,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
and  his  sXiccessors-in  office,  with  good  and  sufficient  securities,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  the  said  agency  and  for  the  faithful  remit- 
tance to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  of  all  and  every  sum  or 
sums  of  money  or  other  funds  which  he  or  they  may  receive  for  pay- 
ment in  whole  or  in  part  of  the  said  legacy.  And  the  Treasui*er  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  keep  safely 
all  sums  of  money  or  other  funds  which  may  be  received  by  him  in 
virtue  of  the  said  bequest,  and  to  account  therefor  separately  from 
all  other  accounts  of  his  office,  and  subject  to  such  further  disposal 
thereof  as  may  be  hereafter  provided  by  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  any  and  all  sums  of  money 
and  other  funds  which  shall  be  received  for  or  on  account  of  the  said 
legacy  shall  be  applied,  in  such  manner  as  Congress  may  hereafter 
direct,  to  the  purpose  of  founding  and  endowing  at  Washington,  under 
the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men;  to  which  application 
of  the  said  moneys  and  other  funds  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  pledged. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  to  the  end  that  the  claim  to 
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the  said  bequest  may  be  prosecuted  with  effect,  and  the  necessary 
expenses  in  prosecuting  the  same  be  defrayed,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  apply  to  that  purpose 
any  sum  not  exceeding  $10,000  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 
(Stat,  V,  64.) 
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BEQUEST  OF  JAMES  SMITHSON. 

SeptembePt  1837 — Hou99. 

The  sum  of  $10,000  provided  in  the  act  of  July  1,  1836,  having 
proved  insufficient,  the  Secretary  of  State  asked  an  additional  appro- 
priation by  Congress. 

John  Furgyth  to  C.  C.  Oambrekng, 

Dkpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington^  September  14,  18S7, 

Sir:  It  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  statement  that  of  the  appropriation  made  in 

the  year  1836  to  pro8e<;ute  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed 

by  James  Smithson,  of  London,  there  remained  unexpended  on  the  31st  day  of  July 

last  but  $4y000.    As  that  sum  will  not  probably  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  necessary 

expenditures  until  an  appropriation  could  be  made  at  the  next  session  of  Congress 

and  placed  in  London,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  CJommittee  of  Ways  and 

Means  the  necessity  of  providing  for  them  by  an  appropriation  at  this  session. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 
Hon.  C.  C.  Cambrslbng, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

House  of  JRepresentalives, 

OTATEMENT  OF  THE  SMITHSONIAN   FUND. 

Amount  of  appropriation  made  in  1836 $10, 000 

Mr.  Rush's  account  for  salary  for  one  year,  to  the  31st  of  July,  1837. .  $3, 000 

Mr.  Rush's  account  for  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  for  the 

same  period 2, 000 

Amount  of  solicitor's  bill,  £200  48. ,  say 1, 000 

6,000 

Amount  remaining  of  the  appropriation  of  1836 4, 000 

[Same  to  Mr.  Silas  Wright,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Senate. 


John  Forsyth  to  C.  C.  Cambrrleng. 

Department  of  State, 
Washtn0on,  September  19,  18S7, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter  received  at  this  Department  from  Mr. 
Richard  Rush,  agent  of  the  Unite<l  States  in  London  for  the  prosecution  of  their 
claim  to  the  property  l)equeathe<i  by  the  late  James  Smithson,  together  with  the  bill 
of  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore,  and  Fladgate,  solicitors,  paid  by  him. 
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I  also  inclose  a  letter  from  Mr.  Daniel  Brent,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Paria, 
in  relation  to  payments  made  by  him  in  endeavoring  to  secure  property  supposed  by 
him  to  constitute  a  part  of  that  l)equeathcd  by  Mr.  Smithson,  with  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Rush's  answer  to  his  application  for  reimbursement.  I  would  suggest  $10,000  as  the 
amount  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  continuation  of  the  prosecution  of  the 
claim  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  is  of  urgent  necessity  that  it  \ye  made  at  this 
session,  in  order  that  funds  may  be  transmitter!  to  the  bankers  of  the  United  States 
in  London  to  meet  the  drafts  that  may  necessarily  be  made  upon  them  for  the 
expenses  to  be  incurred  therein.     *    *    * 

I  have  to  request  that  the  papers  inclosed  may  be  shown  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Ck)mmittee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate  and  that  they  may  be  returned  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Fobsyth. 
Hon.  G.  C.  Cambreleno, 

Chairman  of  the  Commiltee  of  Ways  and  Meani^ 

House  of  Represeniatives, 

October  16.  1837. 

An  ai't  making  further  appropriations  for  the  year  1837. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  attending  the  prosecution  of  the  claim 
of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  by  the  late  James 
Smithson,  of  London,  $5,000. 

(Stat,  V,  207.) 

March  5,  1838— House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Timothy  Chtlds, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  re<iueste<l  to  communicate  to  this  House  (if  the 
same  can  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  public  service)  all  the  documents  and 
information  in  his  possession  relative  to  the  prosecution  of  the  claim  to  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest;  also,  what  duty  has  been  performed,  and  remains  to  be  performed, 
by  the  agent  employed  at  Tx)ndon  in  reference  to  said  claim,  and  how  the  money 
heretofore  appropriated  by  Congress  has  been  applied. 

May  21,  1838— House. 

Memorial  of  Walter  R.  Johnson  relative  to  the  Smithson  Ixiquest 

presented.     (See  p.  146.) 

June  28,  1838— House. 

Mr.  Abraham  Renciier  submitted  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  a  temporary  investment  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be 
received  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Agreed  to. 
July  2,  1838— House. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Cambreleno,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
reported: 

[H.  No.  863.] 

A  bill  to  provide  for  tbc  invcfltment  of  money  received  under  the  will  of  the  late  Jamen  Smithflon, 

of  London. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.  That  all  money  arising  from  the  bequest  of  the  late  James 
Smithson,  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  at  Washington,  in  this  District,  an 
institution  to  be  denominated  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  shall  be  paid  into  thQ 
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Treasury,  and  invested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  stock  of  the  United  States,  to  be  created  for 
that  purpose,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable 
annually;  that  the  certificates  for  said  stock  shall  be  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  President,  who  shall  hold  the  same  in  trust  for  the  uses  specified  in 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  said  Smithson,  until  provision  is  made  by  law  for 
carrying  the  purpose  of  said  bequest  into  effect;  and  that  the  annual  interest 
accruing  on  the  stock  aforesaid  shall  be  in  like  manner  invested  for  the  benefit  of 
said  Institution. 

July  7,  1838. 

The  following  section  providing  for  the  investment  of  the  Smith- 
sonian fund  became  a  law: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United  ^States  for  the  year  1838, 

and  tor  other  purposes. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  all  the  money  arising  from  the  bequest  of 
the  late  James  Smithson,  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  at  Washington,  in 
this  District,  an  institution  to  be  denominated  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which 
may  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  is  hereby  appropriated,  and  shall  be  invested  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  United 
States,  in  stocks  of  States,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  five  per  centum 
per  annum,  which  said  stocks  shall  be  held  by  the  said  Secretary  in  trust  for  the 
uses  specified  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  said  Smithson,  until  provision  is 
made  by  law  for  carrying  the  purpose  of  said  bequest  into  effect;  and  that  the 
annual  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  aforesaid  shall  be  in  like  manner  invested  for 
the  benefit  of  said  Institution. 

• 

(Stat.,  V,  267.) 

July  9,  1838-'Hou8e. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  House  during  the  first  week  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  all  such 
communications,  papers,  documents,  etc.,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive, 
or  which  can  be  obtained,  as  shall  elucidate  the  origin  and  object  of  the  Smithsonian 
bequest,  and  the  origin,  progress,  ^nd  consummation  of  the  process  by  which  that 
bequest  has  been  recovered,  and  whatever  may  be  connected  with  the  subject. 

Agreed  to. 

December  10,  1838—$enate. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  December  6^  1838. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representati/oes  of  the  United  States: 

The  act  of  the  1st  July,  1836,  to  enable  the  Executive  to  assert  and 
prosecute  with  effect  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy 
bequeathed  to  them  by  James  Smithson,  late  of  London,  having 
received  its  entire  execution,  and  the  amount  recovered  and  paid  into 
the  Treasury  having,  agreeably  to  an  act  of  the  last  session,  been 
invested  in  State  stocks,  1  deem  it  proper  to  invite  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  obligation  now  devolving  upon  the  United  States  to 
fulfill  the  object  of  the  bequest.  In  order  to  obtain  such  information 
H.  Doc.  732 10 
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as  might  serve  to  facilitate  its  attainment,  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
directed  in  July  last  to  apply  to  persons  versed  in  science  and  familiar 
with  the  subject  of  public  education  for  their  views  as  to  the  mode  of 
disposing  of  the  fund  best  calculated  to  meet  the  intentions  of  the 
testator  and  prove  most  beneficial  to  mankind.  Copies  of  the  circular 
letter  written  in  compliance  with  these  directions  and  of  the  answers  * 
to  it  received  at  the  Department  of  State  are  herewith  comnmnicated 
for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

M.  Van  Buren. 

Ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  accompanying  documents. 
December  10, 1838 — Houee. 

Two  messages  from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  Ilovse  of  Repreaentatwes  of  the  United  States : 

1  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  reports  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  accom- 
panying documents,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
9th  of  July  last. 

M.  Van  Buren. 
Washington,  December  7,  183S, 

Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  John  Q.  Adams,  Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  Charles  Ogle,  Mr. 
Charles  Shepard,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Orrin  Holt,  Mr.  Waddy 
Thompson,  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Hunter,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  John  P.  Kennedy,  and 
Mr.  James  Grarland,  of  Virginia,  were  appointed  said  select  conm[iittee. 

For  second  message  see  Senate  proceedings,  December  10. 

Referred  to  the  select  committee  last  appointed. 

December  20,  1838^HouBe. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  presented  a  memorial  of  Charles  Lewis 
Fleischmann,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  showing  the  importance 
of  and  the  benefits  which  may  ai"ise  from  the  establishment  of  a 
national  agricultural  school  as  a  branch  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution; 
which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  select  committee  appointed  on 
two  messages  from  the  President  in  relation  to  the  Smithsoniao 
bequest.     (See  p.  155.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams, 

Orderedy  That  the  memorial  of  Walter  R.  Johnson  for  an  institution  for  experi- 
ments in  physical  sciences,  presented  May  21, 1838,  l)e  referred  to  the  select  concunittee 
appointed  on  two  messages  from  the  President  in  relation  to  the  Smithsonian  bequeet. 

Memorial  of  Prof.  Walter  R.  Johnson: 

The  memorial  of  the  midersigned,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  respectfully 
represents — 

That,  having  been  for  many  years  devoted  to  the  investigation  and  elucidation  of 
those  departments  of  science  which  pertain  to  the  practice  of  the  useful  arts;  and 
having,  aa  he  conceives,  witnessed  on  various  occasions  the  serious  detriment  which 

'  Printed  in  Smithsonian  Miscellaneous  Collections  No.  328,  p.  837. 


TWENTY-FIFTH   CONOBESS,  1837-1839.  147 

the  public  interest  has  suffered  from  the  want  of  a  national  institution  to  encourage 
and  facilitate  the  cultivation  of  those  departments  of  knowledge  on  which  these  arts 
are  founded,  he  has  at  this  time  ventured  to  present  himself  as  a  memorialist  before 
your  honorable  bodies,  and  to  ask  permission  to  set  forth  the  importance  and  necessity 
of  such  an  institution  to  the  country,  and  its  claims  to  the  countenance  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

In  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  internal  resources  of  the  country  the  whole  nation 
poBBesses  a  deep  and  a  growing  interest,  and  in  those  vast  portions  of  territory  con- 
stituting the  public  domain  the  Oovemment  has  a  stake  of  immense  magnitude. 
But  great  as  these  interests  are,  and  much  as  they  demand  the  services  of  men  pro- 
fessionally devoted  to  their  elucidation,  the  United  States  as  yet  possess  no  institu- 
tion appropriated  to  the  formation  of  those  habits  and  the  acquisition  of  thatiekill 
which  might  insure  the  success  of  such  researches. 

The  want  of  an  institution  for  these  purposes  is  daily  rendered  more  striking,  in 
proportion  as  the  enterprise  of  our  citizens  is  enlarged,  and  as  a  reliance  on  our  own  re- 
sources becomes  the  more  obviously  necessary.  But  the  determination  of  the  value 
of  the  natural  resources  of  the  country  is  far  from  being  the  only  motive  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  institution  for  prosecuting  researches  in  physical  science.  Those 
resources  require  to  be  applied  and  improved,  as  well  as  discovered  and  described. 

A  further  purpose,  therefore,  to  be  effected  by  such  an  institution  is  the  enlarging 
of  those  resources  by  the  introduction  of  improvements  in  agriculture  and  by  natu- 
ralizing the  productions  of  other  climates  to  the  soil  of  our  widely  extended  territory, 
the  encouraging  of  those  arts  which  are  essential  to  our  national  prosperity  and  inde- 
pendence, the  diffusing  of  important  information  respecting  the  commercial  value  of 
our  different  resources,  the  examining  of  questions  in  every  department  of  physical 
research  connected  with  the  public  service,  and  the  preventing  of  those  impostures 
to  which  both  individuals  and  the  public  are  liable  while  important  physical  truths 
remain  unexplained. 

Motives  of  higher  import  are  not  wanting;  inducements  drawn  from  an  exalted 
patriotism  might  be  presented  in  favor  of  such  measures  as  might  place  our  national 
resources,  institutions,  and  arms  of  defense  above  a  dependence  on  the  science  of 
foreign  nations. 

In  recognizing  the  important  truth  that  the  power,  freedom,  and  happiness  of 
nations  are  essentially  connected  with  a  comprehension  of  their  own  natural  advan- 
tages, not  less  than  with  the  wisdom,  firmness,  and  prudence  of  those  who  are  exalted 
to  civil  authority,  we  discover  at  once  the  vast  magnitude  of  the  obligation  imposed 
on  the  people  of  this  Union  to  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  resources  of 
their  country. 

It  is  said,  and  said  truly,  that  every  freeman  should  understand  the  civil  constitu- 
tions of  the  country  which  secure  his  rights;  and  is  it  less  imperative  to  understand 
its  physical  constitution,  which  secures  his  existence? 

Whoever  loves  his  country  would  see  her  great,  powerful — loved  at  home  and 
respected  abroad.  And  what  element  in  her  greatness,  her  power,  her  loveliness,  her 
respectability  is  more  sure  to  win  the  affections  than  the  rich  abundance  of  her 
natural  advantages  and  the  ability  of  her  citizens  to  comprehend,  to  develop,  and 
enjoy  them? 

It  is  a  mark  of  a  meek  colonial  dependence  to  remain  ignorant  of  all  but  the  most 
obvious  features  and  productions  of  a  country,  and  it  is  an  evidence  of  something 
worse  than  colonial  dependence  for  a  nation  professing  to  be  independent  to  receive 
from  foreigners  all  the  knowledge  that  they  ever  acquire  of  the  natural  features  and 
resources  of  the  country,  and  of  their  application  to  useful  purposes.  Why  need  we 
cite  the  examples  of  antiquity?  Why  go  to  India,  to  Africa,  to  New  Holland  to  seek 
illustrations  of  this  truth?  What  is  the  condition  of  the  colonies  still  remaining  on 
this  continent  in  regard  to  a  knowledge  of  their  respective  territories?    With  what 
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jealousy  did  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Lisbon  spread  for  three  centuries  a  midnight 
of  ignorance  with  regard  to  the  arts  over  the  fairest  portions  of  the  globe! 

And  what  was  the  state  of  the  useful  arts  in  those  countries  at  the  moment  when 
they  at  last  greeted  the  uncertain  dawn  of  a  questionable  liberty?  What  is  their 
degree  of  weakness  and  irresolution,  even  at  this  day,  superinduced  by  an  habitual 
neglect  of  the  bounties  of  nature  and  the  achievements  of  art?  How  utterly  at  the 
mercy  of  strangers,  how  little  competent  to  assert  the  dignity  of  any  national  charac- 
ter are  most  of  the  Spanish- American  republics!  It  is  not  pretended  that  ignorance 
of  their  resources  is  the  only  cause  of  this  degradation,  but  that  the  former  may  at 
least  be  considered  a  fair  index  to  mark  and  measure  the  latter. 

But  it  may  be  asked.  What  great  national  interests  will  be  benefited  by  an  insti- 
tution  like  that  now  proposed?    The  reply  is  easy. 

Wherever,  in  prosecuting  his  designs,  man  has  occasion  to  call  to  his  aid  the  ener- 
gies of  nature,  there  will  researches  in  physical  science  find  an  appropriate  sphere 
of  action;  and  wherever  any  national  interest  involves  the  production  or  use  of 
material  objects,  there  must  the  energies  of  nature  be  more  or  less  constantly  put  in 
requisition. 

Among  the  prominent  interests  affected  by  the  existence  and  operation  of  an  insti- 
tution for  physical  researches  are  those  of  agriculture,  of  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the 
public  domain,  engineering  and  topography;  architecture — civil,  military,  and  naval; 
the  mining  industry  of  the  country  and  its  interests  in  the  success  of  the  inventive 
genius  of  its  citizens.    To  these  must  be  added  commerce  and  manufactures. 

That  all  these  subjects  are  regarded  as  public  interests  is,  perhaps,  sufficiently 
evinced  by  the  fact  that  in  the  distribution  of  the  subjects  of  legislation  in  Congress 
each,  with  the  exception  of  mining,  is  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  merit  the 
attention  of  a  separate  standing  committee  of  each  House.  Thus  there  is  in  each 
House  a  committee  on  agricuture,  on  military  affairs,  on  naval  affairs,  on  the  public 
lands,  on  roads  and  canals,  on  public  buildings,  on  patents  and  the  patent  office,  on 
commerce,  and  on  manufactures. 

The  foregoing  statement  is  made  in  order  to  show  that,  in  asking  the  attention  of 
the  national  authorities  to  this  subject,  there  is  no  design  to  obtrude  upon  their 
notice  matters  not  already  within  the  acknowledged  and  long  conceded  sphere  of 
constitutional  action;  that  there  is  no  attempt  to  introduce  a  course  of  legislation  on 
concerns  foreign  to  those  great  interests  of  the  nation  for  the  protection  of  which 
the  fundamental  law  has  invested  the  legislature  with  ample  powers. 

1.  In  no  department  of  industry  is  the  need  of  experimental  science  more  evident 
than  in  that  of  agriculture.  The  labor  of  research  and  observation  in  this  depart- 
ment belongs  alike  to  the  botanist,  the  zoologist,  and  the  chemist.  The  first  should 
investigate  the  physiology  and  habitudes  of  all  those  vegetable  productions  which 
constitute  so  large  a  portion  of  the  products  of  farming  operations,  together  with  the 
accidents,  blights,  and  diseases  to  which  they  are  liable,  the  insects  by  which  their 
growth  or  usefulness  may  be  affected,  and  the  method  of  securing  and  reducing  to  a 
merchantable  form  the  crops  of  each  vegetable  when  matured.  The  introduction  of 
exotic  plants  and  the  treatment  which  may  insure  their  success  in  our  climate,  with 
the  method  of  regulating  and  varying  the  succession  of  crops  to  avoid  the  exhaus- 
tion of  soils,  would  appropriately  fall  under  the  same  branch  of  the  agricultural 
department 

The  practicability  and  the  proper  methods  of  cultivating  the  ^ine,  the  olive,  the 
mulberry,  the  sugar  beet,  the  sisal  and  Manila  hemp,  the  New  Zealand  flax,  and 
other  fibrous  vegetables  fit  to  furnish  textures  and  cordage,  would  also  appropriately 
fall  under  the  botanical  division  of  agricultural  science. 

The  collections  in  this  department  would  exhibit  samples  of  not  only  the  ordinary 
and  the  rare  specimens  of  each  plant,  but  also  the  diseai^ed  individualn  and  the  vege- 
table monsters  of  each  class,  displaying,  when  practicable,  the  cause  of  such  disease 
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or  monstrosity.  Under  the  botanical  division  is  necessarily  included,  also,  whatever 
pertains  to  horticulture  and  the  management  of  fruit  in  all  its  varieties. 

Zoology  applied  to  agricultural  purposes  would  make  known  the  rearing  and 
treatment  of  every  species  of  useful  domestic  animals,  whether  bird  or  quadruped; 
the  kinds  of  labor  to  which  any  of  them  may  be  applied  while  living;  the  diseases, 
contagious  or  otherwise,  to  which  they  may  be  liable;  the  value  and  uses  of  their 
living  products,  as  milk,  wool,  hair,  or  feathers,  and  the  importance  to  man  of  their 
flesh,  sinews,  bones,  horns,  and  pelage,  when  slaughtered. 

The  best  methods  of  domesticating  or  naturalizing  desirable  species  of  animals  not 
now  in  use  in  this  country,  and  improving  the  breeds  of  all  such  as  may  be  suscep- 
tible of  melioration,  would  likewise  come  under  the  cognizance  of  this  department. 
To  the  same  would  pertain  an  examination  of  such  of  the  inferior  races  of  animals 
which  are  either  useful,  as  the  bee  and  the  silkworm,  or  noxious  and  destructive,  as 
the  Hessian  fly,  the  locust,  the  weevil,  and  the  canker  worm,  as  well  as  of  those 
parasitic  insects  which  often  prove  so  annoying  and  destructive  to  the  larger  animals, 
together  with  the  methods  of  their  extermination.  In  short,  an  agricultural  study 
of  animal  beings  must  deal  with  the  physiology  and  structure  of  each  race  in  every 
stage  of  its  existence.  How  wide  is  this  field  of  inquiry,  and  how  momentous  to  the 
interests  of  agriculture,  needs  not  to  be  demonstrated. 

But  to  the  chemist  is  assigned,  in  connection  with  agriculture,  a  branch  of  duty 
not  less  important,  and,  if  anything,  more  difficult,  than  to  either  of  the  preceding. 
To  him  belongs  not  only  the  duty  of  ascertaining  the  constituents  of  every  soil,  and 
the  ingredients  which  render  it  either  barren  or  fertile,  which  adapt  it  to  peculiar 
productions,  which  cause  it  to  require  more  or  less  labor  in  the  tillage,  but  idso  that 
of  determining  the  nature  of  the  dressing  which  may  restore  it  when  exhausted, 
whether  the  same  should  consist  of  animal,  vegetable,  or  mineral  substances,  and  in 
what  proportions.  He  must  also  examine  the  constituents,  immediate  and  ultimate, 
of  each  vegetable,  and  trace  the  relation  between  the  character  of  a  soil  and  that  of 
the  vegetable  substances  which  it  is  capable  of  producing. 

In  various  parts  of  our  country  it  is  well  known  that  shell  and  other  limestones, 
marl,  gypsiun,  and  alluvial  deposits  of  various  kinds  are  resorted  to  for  furnishing 
the  dressings  of  worn-out  or  barren  soils;  and  yet  it  is  equally  well  known  that  not 
every  soil  is  alike  benefited  by  the  same  dressing.  Even  among  the  marls,  some 
produce  an  effect  absolutely  injurious  on  the  very  soils  which  others  would  fertilize 
in  a  high  degree.  Hence  the  importance  of  designating,  by  means  of  chemical 
analysis,  the  fertilizing  or  nonfertilizing  properties  of  every  compost  used  in  the 
dressing  of  land,  its  adaptation  to  each  soil,  and  its  utility  as  applied  to  each  produc- 
tion which  that  soil  is  designed  to  yield. 

Though  almost  unknown  in  our  country,  and  unapplied  to  its  industry,  the  subject 
of  agricultural  chemistry  has  not  been  deemed  unworthy  to  engage  the  best  talents 
of  European  chemists.  In  proof  of  this,  we  need  only  recur  to  the  names  of  Henry 
and  Ure  and  the  immortal  Davy. 

The  three  branches  of  agricultural  science  above  described  would  in  their  several 
collections  present  an  exhibition  of  exceeding  interest,  and  one  every  way  worthy  to 
fix  the  attention  of  the  multitudes  of  citizens  who  annually  visit  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  of  the  assembled  representatives  of  the  people. 

Stored  in  appropriate  receptacles  would  be  found  the  botanical  treasures  of  every 
portion  of  our  Territory  and  the  useful  products  of  every  foreign  clime;  so  that, 
while  our  conservatory  of  arts  and  trades,  now  rising  with  increased  splendor  from 
the  ashes  of  its  late  conflagration,  shall  receive  the  monuments  of  inventive  genius, 
the  contemplated  depository  of  our  natural  riches  would  soon  vie  with  it  in  curiosi- 
ties and  in  usefulness. 

2.  Of  the  importance  to  the  military  interests  of  the  country  of  an  institution  like 
that  herein  proposed  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  when  we  take  into  view  the  great 
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number  of  practical  pubjects  which,  in  that  service,  it  iH  necessary  to  <letermine  by 
actual  experiment.  Questions  relating  to  the  form,  construction,  and  efficiency  of 
ordnance  and  arms  of  every  description,  the  effect  of  projectiles  as  related  to  their 
weight,  bulk,  and  velocity  and  to  the  charges  by  which  they  are  projected,  or  to  the 
length,  weight,  windage  and  other  circumstances  of  the  guns  employed  to  the  dura- 
bility of  the  latter  as  dependent  on  the  quality  of  metal  used  in  their  fabrication, 
or  on  the  method  of  casting  and  subsequent  preparation  for  service,  are  often  pre- 
sented for  solution. 

In  connection  with  the  products  of  a  national  foundry,  should  such  an  establish- 
ment be  authorized  the  prosecution  of  experiments  would  l)e  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence, and  they  certainly  can  not  be  less  important  when  the  onlnance  for  our  Army 
and  Navy  is  manufactured  entirely  by  contract.  Much  of  that  skill  which  is  required 
in  the  fabrication  of  small  arms  is  dej)endent  on  a  just  application  of  scientific  prin- 
ciples, and  careful  researches  into  the  nature  of  the  materials  and  the  best  methods 
of  working  them  is  often  demandeii.  Nor  are  inquiries  for  this  department  of  public 
service  confined  to  one  or  a  few  materials.  Iron,  copper,  and  zinc,  brass,  and  many 
other  alloys;  materials  for  tent«,  clothing,  and  accouterments;  the  whole  range  of 
substances  employed  in  pyrotechny;  the  materials  for  constructing  fortifications, 
whether  on  the  seaboard  or  in  the  interior;  for  gun  carriages  and  other  vehicles;  for 
portable  bridges,  and  for  every  species  of  camp  equipage,  are  among  the  objects  of 
attention  in  this  connection.  Nor  must  the  infiuence  of  heat,  moisture,  and  other 
causes  in  destroying  the  various  materials  employed  in  the  military  service  or  the 
means  of  preventing  their  injurious  effects  be  omitted. 

The  interests  of  the  Army  then  require  many  series  of  experimental  inquiries. 
And  though  for  the  purposes  of  educating  youth  to  the  profession  of  arms  it  is 
admitted  that  we  have  an  institution  which  has  received  many  high  encomiums  for 
excellence,  yet  it  is  certain  that  original  investigations  of  physical  truth  are  not  the 
objects  contemplated  or  mainly  pursued  in  that  establishment.  CJonsequently  its 
existence  in  full  activity  and  usefulness  does  not  diminish  the  necessity  of  a  national 
institution  for  the  pmposes  now  proposed. 

3.  To  the  naval  sersice  of  the  country  the  subject  offers  a  great  variety  of  impor- 
tant considerations.  The  whole  business  of  navigation,  whether  for  commercial  or 
for  warlike  purposes,  ought  to  be  founded  on  the  most  accurate  scientific  principles; 
and  every  motive  which  should  imi)el  the  mechanic  or  engineer  to  guide  his  practice 
by  the  lights  of  science  is  equally  or  more  urgent  on  the  mariner.  In  the  prosecution 
of  his  adventurous  enterprise  the  latter  must  encounter  every  element  of  nature. 
Taking,  as  we  now  do,  steam  navigation  into  the  accx>unt,  we  find  him  engaged  at 
the  same  moment  in  a  conflict  between  fire,  air,  earth,  water,  light,  heat,  electricity, 
galvanism,  magnetism,  chemical  action,  and  the  gravitating  forces  of  the  earth,  the 
ocean,  and  the  atmosphere. 

To  enable  him  to  contend  successfully  against  these  various  forces,  he  must,  in 
addition  to  the  principles  of  the  art  of  navigation,  with  no  mean  modicum  of  astron- 
omy, bring  to  his  aid  an  extensive  range  of  physical  sciences.  Not  that  a  staunch, 
well-equipped  vessel  must  necessarily  require  in  him  who  directs  her  course  all  these 
qualifications;  the  above  remarks  are  intended  to  apply  to  nautical  science  and  prac- 
tice as  a  whole,  embracing  whatever  belongs  to  the  naval  profession.  This  recjuires 
investigations  to  be  made  into  the  good  qualities  and  the  defects  of  different  species 
of  timber,  the  influence  of  the  season  of  cutting  on  the  durability  of  its  various 
kinds,  and  the  most  effective  and  economical  methods  of  preventing  decay. 

Among  other  materials  for  naval  use  requiring  attention  are  those  of  cordage,  in 
all  their  varieties,  from  the  rigid  hempen  roi)e8  of  our  own  manufactories  to  the 
rude  coir  cable  of  the  east,  buoyant  and  elastic,  floating  clear  of  a  rocky  bottom, 
where  the  heavier  hempen  line  would  be  chafed  and  destroyed;  and  from  the  deli- 
cate production  of  Manila  to  the  stouter  staple  of  the  sisal  hemp  of  Yucatan. 

Far  from  being  distinctly  known  and  their  several  qualities  clearly  discriminated, 
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these  different  materials  have  hitherto  been  scarcely  distinguished  by  their  proper 
nameSi  even  among  our  mariners  and  merchants.  And  the  names,  characters,  and 
habitudes  of  the  plants  which  produce  the  textile  fibers  have,  if  possible,  been  less 
clearly  understood  than  the  peculiar  properties  of  the  cordage  itself.  Thus  the  name 
"sea  grass"  is  sometimes  applied  to  the  fibers  of  a  fleshy  perennial  plant  of  the 
agave  genus,  which  grows  on  dry,  rocky  hills,  far  in  the  interior  of  the  country.  The 
influence  of  heat  and  moisture  on  all  the  different  materials  employed  for  either 
cordage,  sails,  hammocks,  bags,  or  clothing  presents  a  wide  field  for  useful  research. 
The  relative  strength  and  durabiUty  of  tarred  and  white  cordage  has  already  engaged 
attention  in  Europe,  but  further  inquiries  spring  up  as  new  materials  are  introduced. 

Not  less  important  than  either  of  the  preceding  topics  is  that  of  the  strength  and 
other  properties  of  iron,  as  applicable  to  the  fabrication  of  chain  cables  and  smaller 
chains  for  standing  or  running  rigging  (the  latter  particularly  for  steam  vessels),  and 
of  bolts  and  anchors  for  all  the  various  sea  and  river  craft.  Not  only  the  strength 
and  elasticity  but  the  chemical  purity  also  of  this  material  and  its  power  to  resist 
corrosion  are  objects  of  deep  interest. 

The  naval  and  commercial  marine  interests  are  alike  involved  in  an  inquiry  into 
the  possibility  of  obtaining  an  economical  substitute  for  copper  for  the  sheathing  of 
vessels,  and  whether  that  material  itself  may  yet  be  defended  from  the  corrosion 
which  now  causes  so  heavy  a  chai^ge  on  the  Government  as  well  as  on  the  private 
shipowner.  A  movable  galvanic  armature  has  been  suggested  for  this  purpose,  but 
awaits  a  trial  of  its  efficacy. 

Other  subjects  of  inquiry  likewise  press  upon  the  attention,  such  as  the  most  effi- 
cient and  economical  forms  of  pumps  and  the  best  methods  of  working  them;  the 
best  modes  of  heating,  ventilating,  and  disinfecting  vessels  at  sea,  and  of  freeing 
them  from  vermin;  of  preserving  every  species  of  provision  on  long  voyages;  the 
practicability  of  obtaining  fresh  water  by  any  convenient  apparatus  for  distillation 
on  shipboard;  and  the  most  effective  means  of  securing  ships  from  electrical  dis- 
charges. Time  would  fail  us  to  enumerate  all  the  beneficial  results  of  an  enlightened 
appUcation  of  science  to  the  operations  of  dock  yards,  to  the  construction  and  use  of 
dry  docks,  screw  docks,  floating  docks,  and  marine  railways. 

To  show  that  the  importance  of  science  to  the  naval  interest  is  not  herein  overrated, 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  that  a  single  division  of  science  applicable  to  this 
service  of  naval  construction,  that  of  the  influence  of  form  on  the  flotation  and  motion 
of  solid  bodies  in  liquids,  has  not  been  thought  unworthy  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
some  of  the  ablest  philosophers  and  experimenters  of  France,  Sweden,  and  England. 
The  names  of  Bossut,  of  Lagherjelm,  and  of  Beaufort  are  vouchers  for  the  truth  of 
this  assertion.  The  labor  of  the  last-named  author,  in  which  it  appears  that  his 
wife  was  a  frequent  participator,  was  truly  herculean;  and  the  splendid  publication 
and  gratuitous  distribution  by  their  son  of  the  thirty  years*  scientific  labors  of  his 
parents  is  a  method  of  building  a  monument  a^  novel  and  touching  as  it  is  liberal 
and  affectionate,  while  the  monument  itself  is  more  honorable,  perhaps,  than  any 
which  the  pencils,  burins,  and  chisels  of  Britain  have  ever  produced. 

4.  If  from  the  public  defense,  both  military  and  naval,  we  pass  to  the  public  rev- 
enues, especially  to  that  part  which  is  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  public  domain, 
we  readily  find  ample  reason  to  sustain  a  call  for  scientific  investigations. 

The  agricultural  value,  the  geological  structure,  the  mineral  resources,  the  botani- 
cal productions,  the  supplies  of  water  for  manufacturing  purposes,  the  true  geo- 
graphical position,  and  the  force  and  present  direction  of  terrestrial  magnetism  in  the 
regions  where  the  public  lands  are  situated  are  circumstances  to  be  attentively 
examined  in  prosecuting  a  survey  of  those  lands. 

The  analytical  chemist  will  decide  the  value,  for  mining  purposes,  of  those  regions, 
which  the  geologist  and  mineralogist  shall  have  explored;  while  the  engineer  will 
note  whatever  advantages  and  facilities  may  be  offered  for  internal  communications. 

The  formation  of  a  geological  and  [mineralogical  collection  would  result,  of  course, 
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from  the  surveys  and  examinations  contemplated  in  the  foregoing  remarks.  And 
none,  surely,  can  doubt  the  ability  of  our  country  to  furnish  collections  which  may 
stand  in  competition  with  the  richest  and  most  celebrated  in  Europe.  Though  it  is 
true  that  mineralpgical  exploration,  the  art  of  mining,  and  the  chemi(«1  analysis  of 
minerals  are  almost  in  their  infancy  amongst  us,  and  though  it  will  be  remembered 
that  even  geological  inquiries  in  this  country  have  not  surpassed  the  time  of  a  single 
human  life,  since  the  father^  of  American  geology  is  still  among  the  living;  and 
though,  as  a  natural  consequence,  we  yet  know  comparatively  little  respecting  the 
treasures  of  our  mountains  and  forests  and  prairies,  still,  enough  is  already  known 
to  warrant  the  brightest  anticipations  for  the  future. 

As  it  regards  mineral  fuel,  the  American  continent  appears  to  be  peculiarly  dis- 
tinguished. In  one  or  another  of  its  varieties  that  material  is  found  in  Nova  Scotia, 
in  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Missouri;  on  the  Yellowstone  River  on  the 
eastern,  and  the  Columbia  on  the  western,  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains;  in  the 
Province  of  Durango,  in  Mexico;  in  the  island  of  Cuba;  on  the  lofty  Andes  of  Peru; 
at  the  Cerro  di  Pasco  and  Huallanca,  bordering  on  perpetual  snow,  and  near  the 
level  of  the  sea  at  the  city  of  Concepcion,  on  the  coast  of  Chile.  But  in  the  Central 
and  Western  States  of  this  Union  the  greatest  abundance  and  variety  of  this  fuel  has 
hitherto  been  discovered.  It  is  hardly  more  than  thirty  years  since  so  little  was 
known  of  the  coal  of  Pennsylvania  that  a  wealthy  and  enterprising  citizen  who  had 
caused  a  wagonload  of  excellent  anthracite  to  be  transported  from  the  valley  of 
Wyoming  to  Philadelphiia  at  an  expense  of  $50  a  ton,  and  had  parceled  it  out  for 
trial  among  his  friends,  was  soon  beset  by  the  latter  with  rebuke  and  ridicule  for 
having,  as  they  alleged,  attempted  to  palm  upon  them  a  heap  of  black  stones,  under 
pretense  of  their  being  coal,  while  in  fact  they  could  no  more  ignite  them  than  if 
they  had  been  so  much  granite.  A  fortunate  occurrence  at  length  dissipated  their 
incredulity  and  saved  the  credit  of  the  worthy  citizen;  and  the  results  of  that  interest 
which  was  thus  awakened  on  the  subject  have  led  to  a  knowledge  of  the  mineral 
resources  of  that  State  far  more  accurate  than  had  ever  previously  existed. 

A  view  of  the  map  of  Pennsylvania  presents  us  with  nearly  the  form  of  a  parallelo- 
gram, of  which  the  eastern  end  is  replaced  by  the  irregular  line  traced  by  the  course 
of  the  Delaware  River.  If  lines  were  drawn  parallel  to  the  western  lx)undary  of  the 
State,  running  north  and  south,  I  mile  apart,  so  as  to  divide  the  whole  State  into 
strips  1  mile  wide,  proceeding  eastward  and  ending  with  the  first  of  those  lines  which 
should  strike  the  Delaware  River,  every  one  of  those  belts  would,  it  is  confidently 
believed,  contain  some  portion  of  a  coal  field;  and  if  these  dividing  lines  were  crossed 
by  others  a  mile  apart,  running  east  and  west,  dividing  the  State  throughout  its 
whole  breadth  into  similar  strips,  every  one  of  the  latter,  except  perhaps  a  few  on 
the  northern  border,  would  also  contain  more  or  less  coal;  and  we  could  w^arcely 
draw  over  the  suriace  of  that  State,  in  any  direction,  a  straight  line  equal  in  length 
to  the  breadth  of  the  State  without  traversing  a  bed  of  iron  ore,  or  of  limestone,  or 
of  both.  It  is  not  doubted  that  equally  interesting  proofs  of  the  prodigality  of  nature 
towanl  our  country  may  be  found  in  other  States  and  Territories  of  the  Union,  nor 
is  it  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  importance  of  obtaining  accurate  information  respect- 
ing them. 

In  regard  to  our  extensive  lead  mines,  the  value  of  such  information  will  be  readily 
perceived  by  comparing  the  present  abundant  supply  of  that  article  with  the  condi- 
tion of  things  when  it  was  obtained  only  by  imi)ortation,  and  when  organ  tubes  of 
that  metal  were  taken  from  the  churches  to  yield  a  scanty  supply  of  bullets  to  Wash- 
ington's little  army  at  Cambridge. 

*  William  Maclure,  esq.,  author  of  Geology  of  the  United  States,  resident  in  the 
city  of  Mexico;  April,  1838. 
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It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  the  importance  of  obtaining  accurate  information 
respecting  the  metals  employed  for  coin.  Whatever  materials  the  financial  wisdom 
of  the  nation  shall  at  length  decide  to  render  current  as  the  medium  of  exchange 
and  the  standard  of  value,  our  mines  of  the  precious  metals,  their  nature,  extent,  and 
richness,  must  ever  remain  objects  of  deep  interest,  both  to  individuals  and  to  the 
public. 

The  value  to  be  attached  to  our  materials  for  architectural  constructions  and  other 
ornamental  purposes  yet  remains  to  be  fully  developed.  Enough,  however,  is  known 
to  assure  us  that  we  have  among  our  marbles  for  massive  structures  those  which  may 
vie  with  the  Pentelicum  of  Greece;  for  ornamental  furniture,  with  the  variegated 
species  of  Egypt;  and  for  beautiful  statuary,  with  the  snow-white  Cararra  of  Italy. 
With  lithographic  limestone  we  need  no  longer  call  on  Germany  to  supply  us.  Our 
mineral  colors,  hydraulic  cements,  and  fire  clays  need  only  be  better  understood  in 
order  to  supersede  entirely  similar  articles  from  abroad. 

A  patriotic  resolution  of  one  branch  of  the  National  Legislature  has  recently  decreed 
that  the  bust  of  one  of  our  most  eminent  revolutionary  statesmen  shall  henceforth 
rest  on  a  massive  fragment  of  that  iron  mountain  found  in  the  rich  and  productive 
region  which,  by  a  bloodless  and  honorable  purchase,  his  sagacious  counsels  annexed 
to  our  beloved  country.  Would  that  our  thirty  years  of  possession  had  taught  us 
other  uses  of  that  ore  than  to  lie  in  unshaped  masses  as  pedestals  for  our  patriots. 
Then  might  we  boast  some  greater  share  of  that  real  national  independence,  to  the 
attainment  of  which  the  whole  life  of  our  Jefferson  was  devoted. 

5.  Passing  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  as  involved  in  her  internal  improve- 
ments, we  find  much  to  occupy  the  attention  of  scientific  inquirers;  and  as  the  reve- 
nues of  the  nation  are  more  or  less  directly  benefited  by  those  improvements,  it  is 
perhaps  but  reasonable  that  the  science  to  design  and  the  skill  to  execute  those  works 
should  be  supplied  by  means  of  a  national  institution.  To  a  limited  extent  our  prac- 
tice has  sanctioned  this  course.  Surveyors  and  engineers  in  the  service  of  the  Gov- 
ernment have,  in  a  few  cases,  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  State  authorities. 
For  reasons  sufficiently  obvious,  however,  no  permanent  reliance  can  be  placed  on 
such  a  diversion  of  military  officers  from  the  peculiar  duties  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  caused  them  to  be  educated. 

Incidental  to  the  subject  of  internal  commerce  is  that  of  locomotion,  whether  on 
land  or  on  water,  embracing  every  inquiry  relative  to  steam  navigation,  the  causes 
of  explosions,  and  the  methods  proposed  for  insuring  safety. 

Another  incident  to  this  division  of  the  subject  is  the  introduction  into  our  mining 
and  metallurgic  processes  of  those  improvements  which  may  free  our  country  from  a 
dependence  on  foreign  skill,  foreign  shipping,  foreign  insurance,  commission,  and 
brokerage  for  every  yard  of  railroad  iron  which  is  laid  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land.  Over  our  very  richest  beds  of  iron  ore  and  coal  and  limestone 
are  laid  bars  of  foreign  iron,  extending  far  away  and  crossing  each  other  in  various 
directions,  while  through  their  gratings  the  country  looks  out  at  an  importunate  cred- 
itor beyond  the  Atlantic.  No  small  portion  of  the  hundred  millions  which  have 
been  borrowed  from  Europe  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement  have  been 
applied  to  the  procuring  of  this  article — an  article  which  it  requires  no  very  daring 
spirit  of  prophecy  to  assure  us  will  one  day  be  exported  in  immense  quantities  from 
the  United  States. 

6.  In  reference  to  the  subject  of  architecture  and  public  buildings,  the  acquisition 
of  information  by  experiment  would  often  prove  a  most  economical  investment  of  a 
moderate  portion  of  the  means  devoted  to  such  constructions.  Besides  all  the  inter- 
esting inquiries  relating  to  the  form,  strength,  and  durability  of  materials,  the  per- 
manency of  foundations,  and  the  adhesion  of  mortars  and  cements,  we  have  various 
questions  concerning  the  influence  of  temperature  in  the  expansion  of  building  ma- 
terials and  of  the  proper  forces  to  be  opposed  to  such  expansions,  as  well  as  to  other 
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disturbing  dEiuses  which  might  endanger  the  stability  of  large  structures.  A  compe- 
tent knowledge  of  these  various  subjects  would  enable  our  architects  to  insure  the 
permanency  of  their  works  without  involving  the  expenditure  of  enormous  sums,  either 
to  replace  ill-constructed,  tottering  edifices  or  to  surmount  imaginary  impossibilities. 

Other  subjects  of  inquiry,  incidental  to  the  department  of  art  now  referred  to, 
would  also  merit  attention.  An  understanding  of  the  laws  which  regulate  the  motions 
and  reverberations  of  sound  would  not  be  found  unprofitable  to  those  who  construct 
halls  for  the  sessions  of  legislative  and  judicial  bodies.  Exemplifications  of  this 
statement  are  but  too  well  known  at  the  seat  of  government. 

Many  of  the  truths  which  experimental  research  might  develop  would  be  equally 
applicable  to  every  species  of  architecture,  whether  civil,  military,  or  naval.  Many 
would  have  reference  chiefly  to  buildings  on  land,  while  others  would  pertain  exclu- 
sively  to  submarine  constructions,  such  as  the  foundations  of  piers  and  docks,  sea 
walls,  and  breakwaters. 

7.  That  the  country  has  such  an  interest  in  the  inventive  genius  of  its  citizens  as 
would  authorize  the  establishment  of  an  institution  capable  of  testing  the  value,  as 
well  as  of  proving  the  novelty,  of  any  invention  seems  to  have  been  fully  admitted 
by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Several  appropriations  have,  indeed,  already  been  made  for  special  purposes  of 
this  nature,  and  others  have  been  recently  aske<l  for  objects  highly  deserving  of  con- 
sideration, as  connected  with  the  welfare  and  safety  of  the  public  The  advantages 
to  be  expected  from  this  particular  application  of  scientific  labor  are  not  limited  to 
any  one  great  interest  In  every  branch  of  the  public  service  inventions  and  improve- 
ments may  be  found  beneficial,  and  in  all  of  them  may  investigations  be  deemed 
necessary  before  an  impartial  decision  can  be  anticipated. 

8.  The  bearing  of  numerous  investigations  on  the  vast  and  complicated  interests  of 
commerce  is,  perhaps,  too  obvious  to  require  even  the  slightest  elucidation.  What- 
ever facilitates  navigation,  such  as  improvements  in  steamboats  or  other  vessels; 
whatever  diminishes  the  risks  attendant  on  its  prosecution,  as  improvements  in 
charts,  beacons,  light-houses,  telegraphs,  and  lifeboats,  and  whatever  transmits 
rapidly  information,  or  funds,  or  persons,  or  merchandise,  is  essentially  interwoven 
with  the  prosperity  of  commerce. 

9.  And  since  all  the  facilities  and  improvements  in  commerce,  all  the  elements  and 
productions  and  moving  forces  of  nature,  all  the  inventions  of  ingenuity,  all  the 
obscure  movements  of  mining  industry,  all  the  skill  of  the  architect,  all  the  science 
of  the  engineer,  and  all  the  productions  of  the  agriculturist  are  directly  or  indirectly 
conducive  to  the  manufacturing  and  mechanical  interests  of  the  country,  there  can 
not  exist  a  doubt  of  the  value  to  those  interests  of  an  institution  for  researches  in 
practical  science. 

It  is  by  no  means  supposed  by  your  memorialist  that  all  the  ramifications  of  each 
of  the  great  interests,  which  have  now  been  shown  to  have  a  stake  in  the  advance- 
ment of  useful  knowledge,  would  come  simultaneously  imder  investigation. 
Researches  in  each  would  naturally  follow  in  the  order  of  its  relative  importance 
and  of  the  facilities  for  its  examination.  To  obtain  these  facilities  would  be  a  pri- 
mary step  in  the  operations  of  the  establishment. 

The  foundation  of  an  institution  for  practical  science  is,  in  itself,  no  novel  project 
for  the  enlightened  government  of  a  civilized  nation  to  entertain.  What  an  intelli- 
gent stranger  might,  perhaps,  consider  more  remarkable  in  the  ea»e  is  the  fact  that 
so  long  a  period  has  been  allowed  to  elapse  without  witnessing  an  attempt  to  erect 
in  our  country  such  an  institution.  If  examples  were  required,  we  might  find  them 
in  England,  in  her  Royal  Institution  and  Society  of  Arts;  in  Scotland,  in  the  Ander- 
sonian  Institution,  at  Glasgow;  in  France,  in  her  Polytechnic  School  and  School  of 
Mines;  and  in  Prussia,  in  her  **  Gewerbverein,"  at  lierlin.  To  these  might  be  added 
some  local  establishments  in  our  own  country.    But  even  if  no  precedent  existed,  it 
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would  be  no  valid  argument  against  a  measure  prompted  by  reason,  recommended 
by  utility,  sanctioned  by  our  national  position,  and  demanded  by  so  many  important 
public  interests. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  an  object  so  comprehensive  in  its  design,  a  considerable 
amount  of  means  would  doubtless  be  required;  and  your  memorialist  would  have 
hesitated  to  offer  at  this  time  his  views  on  a  plan  for  augmenting  the  public  expend- 
itures had  such  been  deemed  a  necessary  consequence.  And  though  firmly  per- 
suaded that,  either  for  the  public  or  for  individuals,  no  fund  is  more  safe  or  productive 
than  that  of  useful  knowledge,  and  that  in  none  other  could  a  more  judicious  invest- 
ment be  made,  yet  it  is  believed  that  even  the  admission  of  these  truths  is  not 
required  in  order  to  obtain  means  applicable  to  the  purposes  now  contemplated. 

A  considerable  fund  has  been  represented  as  likely  to  be  soon  forthcoming,  through 
the  hands  of  an  agent  specially  delegated  to  Europe,  under  provision  of  law  for  that 
service,  to  obtain  a  legacy  left  to  the  United  States  for  the  express  purpose  of  found- 
ing an  institution  for  the  'increased  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.*'  While, 
therefore,  your  memorialist  would  solicit  your  honorable  bodies  to  establish  by  law 
an  institution  for  the  purposes  herein  contemplated,  he  would  also  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  propriety  of  inquiring  whether  such  purposes  be  not  the  most  appropriate 
to  which  the  Smithsonian  legacy  can  be  devoted,  whenever  the  same  shall  have 
been  received  in  the  United  States;  and  should  this  be  determined  in  the  affirmative, 
then  to  apply  said  legacy  to  the  carrying  into  execution  of  said  law  and  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  several  objects  herein  set  forth. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Walter  R.  Johnson. 

January  9,  1839 — House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  from  the  select  committee 

appointed  on  two  messages  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 

relation  to  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  it  was — 

Ordered^  That  the  memorial  of  Charles  Lewis  Fleischmann  be  printed,  and  that 
the  drawings  accompanying  the  same  be  lithographed. 

Patent  Office,  Washington,  December  8,  1SS8. 
The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

The  memorial  of  Charles  Lewis  Fleischmann,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
respectfully  represents; 

That  your  memorialist  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  Congress,  at  their  last  ses- 
sion (see  document  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Twenty-fifth  Congress,  second 
session.  No.  334),  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  agriculture,  in  which  he  endeavored 
to  show  the  utility  and  importance  of  establishing  an  agricultural  school  at  the  seat 
of  government;  while  at  the  same  time  he  entertained  doubts  whether  Congress 
were  constitutionally  empowered  to  effect  so  desirable  an  object.  This  object,  how- 
ever, can  now  be  attained  without  involving  any  constitutional  questions,  as  Congress 
has  come  into  the  possession  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  for  **the  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  mankind,''  a  bequest  bestowed  in  terms  so  general  that  it  can  not  fail 
to  embrace  the  object  of  this  memorial,  and  it  is  left  solely  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
to  designate  the  particular  branch  of  knowledge  which  they  may  please  to  select  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  intention  of  the  testator,  and  thus  attain  the 
end  of  his  enlightened  philanthropy  and  accomplish  the  object  of  his  munificent 
benefaction. 

As  the  Government  are  annually  adding  vast  tracts  of  valuable  lands  to  the  public 
domain.  Congress  will  doubtless  regard  the  consideration  of  agriculture  as  among  its 
first  duties,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  important  means  of  promoting  the  welfare  and 
proeperity  of  the  country — a  country  blessed  beyond  all  others  by  the  bounty  of 
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nature  and  the  patriotism  oi  its  citizens,  and  surpaflsed  in  the  free<lom  of  her 
institutions  only  by  the  diversity  and  fertility  of  her  soil. 

It  is  a  self-evident  proposition  that  agriculture  is  the  basin  of  civilization  as  well  as 
population.  A  neglect  of  this  great  truth  has  doomed  the  alx)rigincs  of  this  country 
again  to  the  desert,  and  dwindled  down  their  countless  hosts  to  a  few  feeble  tribes — 
a  few  solitary  and  starving  stragglers  roaming  at  large  like  the  beasts  of  prey  they 
once  pursued  m  the  chase. 

The  Romans,  though  a  warlike  nation,  cx)nsidered  agriculture  as  one  of  the  chief 
sources  of  their  wealth  and  welfare,  and  regarded  its  systematical  pursuit  as  both 
honorable  and  patriotic.  Cincinnatus  was  twice  tilled  from  his  plow  to  the  (consul- 
ship, and  once  to  the  dictatorship,  returning  each  time  again  to  his  plow. 

The  American  Cinciimatus,  who  has  so  well  earned  the  title  of  ''Father  of  his 
Coimtry,''  resembled  the  Roman  patriot  not  less  in  his  principles  and  pursuits  than 
his  fortunes  and  honors.  Twice  called  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  his  country,  and 
once  to  the  chieftaincy  of  her  armies,  he  returned  again  and  again  to  his  plow. 

The  governments  of  Europe  in  the  eighth  centur}',  to  save  the  soil  from  deteriora- 
tion and  prevent  emigration,  were  obliged  to  establish  by  law  the  'Hhree-field  sys- 
tem,'* viz,  fallow,  wheat  or  rye,  and  barley  or  oats,  which  may  still  be  traced  in 
France  and  Germany.     To  this  law  Europe  owes  her  advanced  state  of  civilization. 

As  the  population  became  more  dense  a  higher  degree  of  knowledge  in  agriculture 
was  required,  and  several  efforts  were  made  to  accomplish  it,  among  others  the 
establishing  of  professorships  in  universities  to  teach  agriculture  to  statesmen,  law- 
yers, theologians,  and  physicians.  This  gave  rise  to  the  perfection  of  agriculture  as 
a  science,  but  as  universities  are  not  calculated,  in  many  respects,  to  educate  agri- 
culturists, agricultural  schools  were  established  to  illustrate  theory  by  practice, 
which  had  the  desired  effect. 

This  brief  historical  sketch  shows  the  gradual  rise  of  European  agriculture,  which 
the  science  of  chemistry  and  physiology  is  now  bringing  to  the  greatest  perfection. 

Let  us  now  compare  the  general  system  of  agriculture  of  this  country  with  that  of 
Europe,  and  we  shall  find  that  the  one  adopteil  here  is  the  system  of  deterioration 
and  emigration. 

That  the  effect  of  such  a  system  will  and  must  have  a  very  injurious  influence  on 
the  prosperity  of  a  country  is  obvious.  Unfortunately  the  cause  does  not  arise  alone 
from  the  insufficient  knowledge  of  agriculture,  but  also  from  the  passion  for  wealth. 

Wealth  has  always  been  the  object  of  the  ambition  of  individuals  as  well  as  of 
nations,  notwithstanding  the  sound  arguments  of  moralists.  This  passion,  however, 
kept  in  proper  limits,  gives  impulse  to  prosperity;  but  as  soon  as  it  degenerates  into 
wild  speculations  it  \s  then  the  greatest  ol>stacle  to  the  lil>erty,  independence,  and 
prosperity  of  mankind. 

But  when  wealth  is  produced  by  agriculture  it  banishes  idleness  and  the  vices  con- 
nected with  it;  it  renders  the  greatest  portion  of  the  population  strong,  healthy,  and 
industrious;  it  is  the  source  of  domestic  happiness  and  contentment,  and  of  all  the 
other  social  virtues;  it  renders  nations  powerful;  it  attaches  its  citizens  to  their  native 
soil,  and  the  success  of  the  national  affairs  is  their  highest  interest. 

To  direct  the  l^esetting  passion  for  wealth  proi)erly,  and  to  promote  the  prosperity 
of  every  individual  as  well  as  of  the  whole  nation,  it  is  necessary  to  teach  the  great 
mass  of  the  population  (the  agricultural  class)  how  to  gain  the  greatest  clear  and 
annual  profit,  under  all  existing  (circumstances,  from  agriculture;  and  what  will  be 
the  most  efficient  means  of  checking  the  rapidly  increasing  evil  of  exhausting  and 
al>andoning  the  soil. 

The  prosperity  of  the  whole  Union  has  not  hitherto,  it  seems,  suffered  by  this 
system  of  unsteadiness;  but  that  is  no  proof  of  the  welfare  (^f  the  separate  States,  for, 
in  proportion  as  the  far  West  improves  and  prospers,  the  Atlantic  States  are  declin- 
ing; and  it  shows  that  the  welfare  of  a  State  depends  on  the  stability  of  its  cultivators, 
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contented  with  their  portion,  and  manifesting  a  determination  to  identify  themselves 
with  the  land  of  their  fathers  (not  thirsting  after  supposed  fairylands,  cultivated 
without  labor),  a  living  example  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  wealthy  sons  of  the 
Keystone  State,  Pennsylvania. 

It  would  be  ridiculous  to  suggest  the  improvement  of  agriculture  in  this  country  by 
laws  among  a  free,  independent,  and  enlightened  people,  who  are  already  aware  of 
the  want  of  instruction  and  are  seeking  for  it.  The  different  State  governments, 
the  agricultural  societies,  and  the  agricultural  journals  have  all  signally  promoted 
the  interests  of  different  branches  of  agriculture.  It  wants  only  the  knowledge  of  the 
means  of  putting  the  improved  parts  of  this  great  and  useful  machine  together,  so 
that  every  part  may  operate  according  to  the  law  of  science  to  produce  the  desired 
effect. 

A  beginning  only  is  wanted,  and  the  science  of  agriculture  will  spread  over  the 
whole  Union,  like  all  useful  improvements.  Congress,  always  acting  wisely  for  the 
welfare  of  their  country,  will  doubtless  apply  a  portion  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy  to 
the  promotion  of  agriculture  by  establishing  an  agricultural  institution,  which  would 
be  an  enduring  monument  in  honor  of  the  testator. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  presents  a  plan  of  such  an  institution,  with  designs 
for  the  buildings  and  estimates  for  all  the  requisites. 

Such  an  institution,  being  the  first  in  the  United  States,  would  be  the  nursery  of 
scientific  agriculturists  for  the  whole  Union ;  their  education  should  therefore  be  as 
perfect  as  possible,  to  enable  them  to  qualify  themselves  to  serve  as  directors,  profes- 
sors, and  superintendents  for  similar  establishments. 

This  institution  is  calculated  for  100  pupils;  and  the  number  should  be  increased 
by  degrees,  from  the  profits  of  the  farm. 

The  lectures  should  be  free  and  the  price  of  board  moderate,  as  half  of  the  num- 
ber of  the  pupils  should  be  practically  employed  every  day  on  the  farm. 

For  the  convenience  of  medical  attendance  in  cases  of  sickness,  together  with  the 
facility  for  attendance  at  divine  worship,  this  institution  should  be  located  within  the 
boundary  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

Agricultural  Institution. 

The  object  of  such  an  institution  should  be  to  show  how  to  gain  the  highest  clear 
and  permanent  profit  from  agriculture,  under  any  circumstances. 

That  such  results  are  not  effected  by  the  mere  imitation  of  a  certain  tillage  in  every 
climate,  of  different  soils  and  localities,  is  obvious;  it  needs,  therefore,  rules  and  laws 
founded  on  experience  and  science.  To  design  such  rules  and  laws,  it  requires  scien- 
tific and  practical  knowledge.  Therefore  the  institution  of  an  agricultural  school 
must  be  theoretical  and  practical.  The  theoretical  instruction  has  to  extend  not 
only  to  the  principal  and  secondary  departments,  but  also  to  all  the  auxiliary  sciences 
which  influence  agriculture,  directly  or  indirectly,  viz: 

PRINCIPAL  DEPARTMENT. 

I.  Agronomy,  the  science  which  treats  of  the  different  primitive  earths  and  other 
substances  of  which  the  soil  is  comix>sed,  viz,  silex,  alumen,  lime,  magnesia,  iron, 
vegetable  matter,  etc. 

The  naming  of  the  soils,  from  the  mixture  of  the  primitive  earths,  and  their  value, 
as  resulting  from  this  mixture. 

II.  Agriculture,  the  science  teaching  the  cultivation  of  the  respective  soils  in  such 
manner  as  to  produce  the  most  perfect  crops.    This  is  divided  into  two  parts: 

1.  Chemical  agriculture,  treating  of — 
(a)  Manures  in  general. 
(6)  Vegetable  manures, 
(c)  Mineral  manures. 
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2.  Mechanical  agriculture,  treating  of — 
(a)  Agricultural  implements. 
(6)  Modes  of  plowing. 

(c)  The  cultivation  of  new  land. 

(d)  Fencing. 
{e)  Draining. 
(/)  Irrigation. 

(g)  Culture  of  meadows. 
(h)  Culture  of  pasture  lands. 

III.  Vegetable  productions,  teaching  the  culture  of — 

(a)  Cereal  grasses. 

(6)  Leguminous  field  plants. 

(c)  Plants  cultivated  for  their  roots. 

(d)  Herbage  plants. 

(e)  Grasses. 

(/)  Plants  used  in  arts  and  manufactures;  such  as  flax,  tinctorial  plants, 

oleaginous  plants,  hops,  tobacco,  medicinal  plants,  etc 
(g)  The  vine. 
{h)  The  mulberry, 
(i)  Fruit  trees. 

IV.  Animals  used  or  reared  by  the  agriculturist — 

(a)  Horses. 
(6)  Mules. 

(c)  Cattle— 

1.  Dairy. 

2.  Fattening. 

(d)  Sheep,  and  particularly  the  knowledge  of  the  different  kinds  of  wool. 
{e)  Breeding  and  rearing  swine. 

(/)  Fowls. 
(g)  Silkworms. 
(h)  Bees. 

V.  Economy,  or  the  manner  of  arranging  and  conducting  a  farm,  treating  of— 

(a)  Labor  in  general. 

(6)  Labor  with  horses  and  oxen. 

(c)  Labor  performed  by  men. 

(d)  Conducting  a  farm. 

(e)  Bookkeeping. 

(/)  The  arrangement  of  a  farm;  the  nature  and  quantity  of  manure  required 

for  a  certain  system  of  rotation  of  crops. 
(g)  Change  of  system. 
(h)  The  different  systems  of  rotations. 

SECONDARY   DEPARTMENT. 

1.  Veterinary. 

2.  Technological  agriculture,  such  as  the  making  of  sugar  from  beets,  making 
cider,  burning  lime,  etc. 

3.  Culture  of  forest  trees. 

4.  Agricultural  architecture,  and 

5.  Civil  engineering  as  connected  with  agriculture. 

AUXILIARY  SCIENCES. 

1.  Chemistry. 

2.  Natural  i)hilo8ophy. 

3.  Mineralogy  and  geology. 

4.  Botany  and  physiology  of  plants. 

5.  2k)ology. 


TWENTY-FIFTH   0ONGBE88,  1837-1839.  159 

6.  Study  of  the  properties  of  the  atmosphere. 

7.  Mathematical  sciences — 

(a)  Arithmetic 

(6)  Theoretical  and  practical  geometry. 

(c)  Mechanics. 

8.  Drawing  of  machines,  animals,  plants,  and  landscapes. 
To  illustrate  the  sciences  there  should  be — 

1.  An  extensive  farm,  with  a  field  for  experiments,  workshops,  beet-sugar  manu- 
factory, mill,  etc 

2.  A  botanical  garden. 

3.  A  collection  of  the  best  and  most  approved  implements  or  models  of  them. 

4.  A  library. 

5.  A  collection  of  minerals,  properly  arranged  according  to  their  chemical  charac- 
ters and  with  relation  to  their  different  soils. 

6.  An  apparatus  for  mathematical  and  physical  instruction. 

7.  A  collection  of  skeletons  of  domestic  animals  for  the  study  of  comparative  anat- 
omy and  the  veterinary  art. 

8.  A  collection  of  insecta 

9.  A  collection  of  seeds. 

10.  A  laboratory,  with  apparatus  for  chemical  experiments. 

THB   FARM. 

The  farm  serves  for  the  practical  accomplishment  of  the  theory.  It  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  give  a  practical  illustration  of  all  the  objects  and  manipula- 
tions treated  of  in  the  course  of  the  lectures  and  according  to  the  different  periods 
and  seasons. 

The  husbandry  of  such  an  institution  must  therefore  be  extensive  and  complicated, 
so  as  to  show  all  branches  of  agriculture  in  their  full  extent.  The  operations  which 
are  not  possible  to  be  shown  on  a  large  scale  should  be  exhibited  on  the  experimen- 
tal field.    It  should  contain — 

Six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  for  cultivation,  which  should  be  divided  in  two 
equal  portions  to  show  two  different  systems  of  rotations.  First,  a  system  which 
has  for  its  object  to  gain  as  many  different  products  as  possible  and  to  procure  the 
manure  by  stall  feeding,  a  system  which  is  favorable  where  labor  and  capital  are 
plenty,  land  valuable,  and  a  ready  market  for  the  vegetable  and  animal  products. 

Rotation  for  the  above-mentioned  system,  viz:  1,  sugar  beet,  potatoes,  turnips,  etc, 
with  manure;  2,  barley;  3,  clover;  4,  wheat;  5,  Indian  com,  with  manure;  6,  wheat; 

7,  tares  and  oats;  8,  rye. 

The  second  system,  favorable  when  labor  and  capital  are  scarce,  land  plenty,  and 
the  object  a  grazing  farm.  The  rotation  of  crops  for  this  system  would  be,  viz:  1, 
indian  com,  with  manure;  2,  barley;  3,  clover;  4,  wheat;  5,  grass;  6,  grass;  7,  grass; 

8,  oats. 

As  rotation  of  crops  depends  upon  the  soil,  climate,  and  many  other  circumstances, 
two  rotations  are  given  here,  for  illustration,  to  enable  us  to  estimate  the  probable 
want  of  cattle,  etc. 

One  hundred  acres  of  meadow,  to  show  how  natural  meadows  can  be  improved  by 
draining,  irrigation,  manming,  etc. 

Eighty  acres  pasturage,  to  show  the  difference  between  artificial  and  natural  pas- 
ture and  the  manner  of  improving  it 

A  vineyard  of  4  acres,  for  the  culture  of  the  indigenous  and  foreign  vine;  the  man- 
ner of  making  wme. 

A  hop  garden  of  4  acres,  to  show  the  culture  of  the  best  kinds;  the  manner  of  tak- 
ing  the  crop,  drying,  and  bagging. 

For  experimental  fields,  40  acres,  to  show  the  culture  of  all  plants  useful  in  agricul- 
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ture;  to  try  new  kinds;  and  also  for  experiments  on  manure,  rotation  of  crops,  and 
new  agricultural  implements. 

A  vegetable  garden,  6  acres,  for  the  supply  of  the  institution,  and  to  show  the  dif- 
ferent varieties  of  vegetables  useful  in  husbandry  and  the  best  culture  of  them. 

A  mulberry  plantation  of  6  acres,  which  should  contain  all  the  varieties  of  the 
mulberry,  to  show  the  culture  of  them,  and  would  serve  also  to  supply  the  cocoonery 
with  leaves. 

An  orchard  and  nursery  of  20  acres.  The  greatest  portion  of  this  area  should  be 
destined  for  a  nursery  to  show  the  manner  of  raising  and  improving  fruit  trees.  The 
fruits  of  the  orchard  should  supply  the  establishment  and  show  the  process  of 
making  cider. 

Five  hundred  acres  of  woodland,  to  supply  the  establishment  with  fuel,  and  to  show 
the  culture  of  forest  trees  (a  knowledge  very  much  wanted  in  the  United  States),  the 
manner  of  burning  charcoal,  etc. 

A  botanical  garden  of  3  acres  should  contain  all  indigenous  plants  which  might 
be  probably  useful  and  introduced  in  agriculture;  also,  the  imported  plants  and  seeds 
from  foreign  countries,  by  our  navy  oflBcers,  consuls,  etc. ;  the  medical  plants  for  hus- 
bandry, etc. 

A   BEET-SUGAR  MANUFACTORY. 

The  recent  improvement  in  extracting  sugar  from  the  beet  root  has  so  much  eim- 
plified  the  process  that  it  will  imdoubtedly  become  a  general  business,  so  that  every 
farmer  will  produce  his  own  sugar,  or  at  least  raise  and  dry  the  beet  for  market 
The  object  of  this  institution  should  be  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  so  important  a 
discovery,  and  therefore  it  should  have  a  manufactory  for  extracting  the  sugar  from 
the  root,  raised  for  that  purpose  by  the  institution  and  neighborhood. 

A   MILL. 

A  large  institution  of  this  description  should  grind  its  own  flour  and  com  meal; 
consequently  it  becomes  necessary  to  erect  a  mill,  with  two  pairs  of  stones,  which 
will  also  serve  to  show  the  pupils  the  management  and  construction  of  mills. 

WORKSHOPS. 

To  give  the  pupils  a  knowledge  of  the  manner  of  constructing  agricultural  imple- 
ments, as  well  as  to  enable  them  to  estimate  the  costs  of  machines,  buildings,  etc., 
and  to  apply  the  acquired  theoretical  principles  of  mechanics  practically,  there 
should  be  five  workshops,  viz:  Machine  shop,  wagon  maker's  shop,  blacksmith's 
shop,  cooper's  shop,  and  carpenter's  shop. 

Each  of  these  shops  should  be  conducted  by  a  skillful  mechanic,  who  could  attend 
to  the  work  required  by  the  establishment  as  well  as  teach  the  pupils  the  use  of  tools. 

The  pupils  should  learn  how  to  forge,  to  shoe  a  horse,  to  make  a  wheel  or  wagon, 
to  stock  a  plow,  and  to  build  outhouses.  It  is  not  intended  to  make  them  masters  of 
these  trades,  but  to  enable  them  in  case  of  necessity  to  construct  anything  belonging 
to  a  farm. 

STEAM   ENGINE. 

The  mill,  the  apparatus  of  the  sugar-beet  manufactory,  the  straw-cutter,  the 
thrashing  machine,  the  machinery  of  the  workshops,  and  the  pump  which  supplies 
through  a  reservoir  the  whole  establishment  with  water  should  be  put  in  operation 
by  an  engine  of  12  horsepower. 

BUILDINGS. 

The  buildings  for  such  an  object  should  be  substantial,  plain,  and  economical. 
To  this  establishment  would  l)e  recjuired,  viz:  an  institute  or  main  building.  (See  plan 
Nos.  1  and  2.)    The  annexed  plan  (No.  3)  shows:  (a)  horse  stable,  (6)  ox  stable, 
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(r)  lalf  Htable,  (r/)  honpital  stable,  (e)  cowhouse,  (/)  dairy,  root,  and  steaming  house, 
(f/)  piggeries  and  jwultry  house,  (h)  sheep  shed,  (t)  bam  and  stack  yard,  (k)  gran- 
ary and  cart  shed,  (Q  shed  for  the  gristmill,  straw  cutter,  and  threshing  machine, 
(ni)  workshops,  (ii)  beet-sugar  manufactory,  (o)  engine  with  reservoir  and  pump, 
(p)  bee  house  and  cocoonery. 

LIVE  STOCK. 

Working  cattle, — Should  the  two  given  rotations  of  crops  be  adopted  for  640  acres 
of  land  under  cultivation,  14  horses  and  24  oxen  would  be  required  to  perform  the 
necessarv  work. 

For  procuring  the  necessary  manure  for  the  two  systems  already  mentioned,  and 
to  show  the  breeding,  rearing,  and  fattening  of  live  stock,  extensively,  there  should 
be  2  stud  horses  (for  light  and  heavy  breeds),  16  breeding  mares  (exclusive  of  the 
working  horses),  160  neat  cattle,  1,200  sheep,  50  swine. 

The  live  stock  should  consist  of  the  most  choice  foreign  and  native  breeds. 

IMPLEMENTS. 

A  collection  of  the  most  important  and  approved  implements  should  be  at  hand, 
viz:  swing  and  wheel  ploughs,  cultivators,  horne  hoes,  sowing  machine,  harrows, 
rollers,  horse  rakes,  reaping  and  mowing  machine,  carts  and  wagons,  straw  cutter, 
threshing  machine,  com  sheller,  root  chopper,  harnesses,  &c. 

PBKSONH   REQUISITE  TO   MANAGE  THIS   INSTITUTION. 

A  director,  who  should  have  the  entire  control  over  the  whole  establishment. 

A  treasurer  and  two  clerks,  to  keep  the  accounts  and  attend  to  all  the  transactions 
of  the  institution. 

For  the  tuition  of  the  pupils,  there  should  be  five  professors,  and  a  teacher  for  the 
lower  branches,  exclusive  of  the  director,  who  should  lecture  on  the  higher  branches 
of  agriculture. 

The  practical  manipulations  are  illustrated  by — 

A  superintendent  of  the  farm. 

A  superintendent  of  the  stable**,  who  also  teaches  riding  and  breaking  horses. 

A  superintendent  of  the  sugar-beet  manufactory. 

A  machinist. 

A  gardener. 

A  shepherd. 

The  domestic  affairs  of  the  institution  should  be  attended  to  by  a  steward. 

The  prosperity  of  such  an  institution  depends  entirely  on  the  director,  who  must 
have  received  a  theoretical  and  practical  education  at  an  agricultural  school,  and  must 
have  enriched  his  knowledge  by  extensive  practice  and  by  traveling.  He  should  be 
acquainted  with  the  principal  living  languages,  to  inform  himself  and  his  pupils  of 
the  progress  of  agriculture  in  other  countries. 

The  professors  should  be  well  versed  in  their  sciences,  and  acquainted  with  agricul- 
ture; as  the  tuition  of  a  science,  with  regard  to  the  practical  applications,  demands 
not  only  an  entire  knowledge  of  the  sciences,  but  also  of  the  object  to  which  it  is 
applied. 

The  superintendents  of  the  different  branches  should  be  practical  men,  and  free 
from  the  prejudice  of  book-farming. 

Every  individual  connected  with  the  establishment  should  possess  the  best  moral 
character. 

CONDITIONS  OF  ADMISSION. 

Every  applicant  for  admission  should  present  a  certificate  of  his  moral  character, 
and  be  examined,  possessing  an  ordinary  EngHsh  education,  and  capable  of  compre- 
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bending  a  popular  course  of  lectures.  Physical  ntrength  being  requisite  to  perform 
the  work  required  on  the  farm,  they  should  be  at  lea«t  of  the  age  of  14  years. 

The  number  of  pupils  should  not  exceed  100  at  the  (x^mnientxjment  of  the  instita- 
tion,  and  should  be  divide<l  into  three  classes. 

The  free,  or  third  class,  not  excet^ding  twenty  in  nuitil)er,  should  obligate  themselves 
to  stay  two  years  and  i)erfonn  the  work  of  the  farm,  where  they  should  receive 
board  and  lodging  free,  every  evening  have  a  lecture  on  the  work  performed  during 
the  day,  and  also  l)e  exercised  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  Their  employ- 
ment should  be  so  arranged  that  everyone  may  become  acquainted  with  all  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  institution.  Should  the  pupils  of  this  class  desire  to  enter  a 
higher  class  after  the  first  year,  they  should  prove  their  capacity  by  an  examination; 
and  they  will  then  be  obliged,  like  the  pupils  of  the  second  and  first  classes,  to  pay 
for  board. 

The  second  class,  not  exceeding  sixty  in  number  should  stay  two  years,  to  acquire 
a  theoretical  and  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture  and  all  the  branches  connected 
with  it.  The  pupil  of  this  class  is  obliged  to  attend  to  the  different  work  every 
other  day.  Should  a  pupil  of  this  class  desire  to  enter  the  first  class,  he  should  be 
examined  as  to  his  capacity. 

The  first  class,  intended  for  twenty  pupils.  In  this  class  such  pupils  only  should 
be  admitted  as  have  been  two  years  in  the  second  class,  and  desire  to  perfect  them- 
selves Bs  professors  for  similar  establishments.  The  pupils  of  this  class  should  have 
the  superintendency  of  other  pupils. 

ORDER  OF  THE   DAY. 

The  signal  for  the  hour  of  rising  and  retiring,  as  well  as  for  the  different  meals,  and 
the  commencement  and  termination  of  the  work,  should  be  given  by  a  bell. 

The  hour  for  rising  in  spring  and  summer  should  be  half  past  4  o'clock;  in  fall 
and  winter,  half  past  5  o'clock. 

One-<iuarter  of  an  hour  after  rising,  the  bell  should  ring  for  breakfast;  after  which 
the  pupils  proceed  to  their  different  occupations  in  the  stables,  field,  bam,  garden, 
work-shops,  etc.,  according  to  directions  given  the  evening  before. 

At  10  o'clock  a.  m.  the  pupils  should  be  summoned  by  the  bell  from  their  work, 
to  their  rooms,  when  they  prepare  themselves  for  dinner,  and  having  a  recess  until 
1  o'clock  p.  m.,  at  which  hour  the  pupils  return  to  their  work,  during  the  spring, 
fall,  and  winter  seasons;  and  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  during  the  smnmer  season,  accord- 
ing to  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  bell  should  ring  for  supper  during  the  spring,  summer,  and  fall  at  6  o'clock; 
during  the  winter,  at  5  o'clock,  which  would  give  recess  till  7  o'clock,  when  supper 
should  be  ready. 

After  supper,  at  about  8  o'clock,  all  the  pupils  should  proceed  to  the  museum, 
where  the  report  of  the  day's  work  is  read  and  illustrated;  and  at  the  same  time  the 
order  for  the  next  day's  work  is  communicated  to  the  pupils  who  have  remained  at 
home.  They  remain  till  9  o'clock  employed  in  writing  their  journals,  reading,  etc., 
at  which  hour  the  bell  should  ring  for  bed. 

Half  of  the  numlx?r  of  the  pupils  should  each  day  be  exempt  from  outdoor  work, 
and  remain  at  home  engaged  in  theoretical  studies.  They  assemble,  after  having 
taken  breakfast  with  the  rest  of  the  pupils,  at  the  museum,  where  they  study  their 
lessons.  At  7  o'clock  a.  m.  in  fall  and  winter  and  at  6  o'clock  a.  m.  in  summer  and 
spring  they  should  proceed  to  the  riding  school  and  horse  stable,  where  they  receive 
lectures  on  horsemanship,  and  breeding  horses,  etc. 

After  this,  they  should  return  to  the  lecture  rooms,  where  lectures  on  the  differ- 
ent sciences  are  given  until  11  o'clock. 

At  half  past  11  o'clock  a.  m.  they  should  take  dinner  with  the  rest  of  the  pupils. 
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and   have  ivcess  until  1  o'clock,  when  the  regular  letrtures  ni<M)niinence  till  6  o'clock 
p.  m. 

Supper  at  7  o'clock,  as  alrea<ly  mentioned. 

On  Sundays  the  pupils  will  be  accompanied  t-o  church  by  their  professors. 

Estimate  of  cost. 

l,36aacre8of  land,  fenced  in,  at  $30  per  acre $40,800 

The  buildings,  inclusive  of  the  furniture  of  the  institute 60, 000 

Livestock 20,000 

Implements,  harness,  a  lai^ge  balance  scale,  etc 5, 000 

Apparatus  of  the  beet-sugar  manufactory 4, 000 

Gristmill 1,500 

Pump,  water  reservoir,  and  hydrants 800 

Steam  engine  of  12  horsepower 1, 500 

Tools,  lathes  for  workshops 600 

Library 1,500 

Physical  and  chemical  apparatus,  collection  of  minerals,  insects,  skeletons,efc  3, 000 

Floating  capital 20,000 

Makmg 158,700 

The  expense  for  a  steward,  and  servants  required  for  the  service  of  the  pupils  and 
professors,  should  be  paid  from  the  income  of  board. 

The  treasurer  and  clerks,  and  the  superintendents  of  the  different  branches  of  the 
farm,  should  be  paid  from  the  revenue  of  the  farm,  of  the  manufactory,  etc.,  and  the 
surplus  should  be  applied  for  the  accommodation  of  more  pupils,  for  the  increase  of 
the  library,  apparatus,  etc. 

The  salary  of  the  director  should  be,  $2,000;  the  salary  of  five  professors,  $5,000; 
and  that  of  a  teacher,  $600,  making $7,600,  exclusive  of  freeboard  and  lodging;  which, 
together  with  the  salaries,  would  require  a  capital  of  $140,000  at  6  per  cent. 
The  total  sum  required  for  this  institution  would  amount  to  $298,700. 

Charles  Lewis  Fleischmann, 
Graduate  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  School  of  Bavaria^ 

and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

January  10,  1839— Senate. 

Mr.  AsHER  RoBBiNS  offered  concurrent  resolution  (S.  7): 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  {the  House  concurring) ^  That  a  joint  committee  be  appointed, 
consisting  of  seven  members  of  the  Senate  and  such  a  number  of  said  House  as  they 
shall  appoint,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing  an  institution  of  learning,  to 
be  established  in  the  city  of  Washington,  for  the  application  of  the  legacy  bequeathed 
by  Mr.  James  Smithson,  of  London,  to  the  United  States  in  trust  for  that  purpose; 
also  to  consider  the  expediency  of  a  charter  for  such  an  institution,  together  with 
the  powers  and  privileges  which  in  their  opinion  the  said  ckarter  ought  to  confer; 
also  to  consider  the  expediency  of  ways  and  means  to  be  provided  by  Congress, 
other  than  said  legacy,  but  in  addition  thereto,  and  in  aid  of  said  benevolent  inten- 
tion; and  to  report  by  bill  or  bills,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  RoBBiNS  remarked: 

"The  motive  to  this  noble  legacy  was,  as  the  will  expresses  it,  'The 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.'  Noble,  indeed,  it 
was  in  every  point  of  view;  noble  as  coming  from  a  stranger  with 
whom  this  country  had  no  personal  relations;  speaking  at  once  his  high 
sense  of  our  merit  while  it  proclaimed  his  own;  noble  in  amount,  and 
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may  be  made  effective  to  its  beneficent  purpose;  but,  above  all,  noble 
for  its  destination — '  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men,'  leaving  it  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  devise  and  provide  the 
institution  that  should  be  most  effective  to  this  end.  It  ought  to  be  an 
institution  whose  effects  upon  the  country  will  make  it  a  living  monu- 
ment to  the  honor  of  the  illustrious  donor  in  all  time  to  come.  Such 
an  institution,  I  conceive,  may  be  devised,  of  which,  however,  at  pres- 
ent there  is  no  model  either  in  this  country  or  in  Europe,  giving  such 
a  course  of  education  and  discipline  as  would  give  to  the  faculties  of 
the  human  mind  an  improvement  and  power  far  beyond  what  they 
obtain  by  the  ordinary  systems  of  education,  and  far  beyond  what  they 
afterwards  attain  in  any  of  the  professional  pursuits.  Such  an  insti- 
tution, as  to  its  principle,  suggested  itself  to  the  sagacious  and  far-see- 
ing mind  of  Bacon  as  one  of  the  greatest  importance.  But  while  his 
other  suggestions  have  been  followed  out  with  such  wonderful  success 
in  extending  the  boundaries  of  physical  science  this  has  been  over- 
looked and  neglected.  One  reason  is  that  the  other  suggestions  were 
more  elaborately  explained  by  him;  there,  too,  he  not  only  pointed  out 
the  path,  but  he  led  the  way  in  it  himself.  Besides,  those  other  sug- 
gestions could  be  carried  out  by  individual  exertion  and  enterprise, 
independently  of  the  existing  establishments  of  learning,  or  they  could 
be  grafted  on  and  made  a  part  of  those  establishments.  But  this 
required  an  original  plan  of  education  and  a  new  foundation  for  its 
execution,  where  the  young  mind  would  be  trained  by  a  course  of 
education  and  discipline  that  would  unfold  and  perfect  all  his  faculties; 
where  genius  would  plume  his  young  wings  and  prepare  himself  to 
take  the  noblest  flights.  The  idea,  however,  was  not  entirely  original 
with  Bacon,  for  it  would  be  in  effect  but  the  revival  of  that  system  of 
education  and  discipline  which  produced  such  wonderful  improvement 
and  power  of  the  human  mind  in  Greece  and  Rome,  and  especially  in 
Greece.  Its  effects  here,  I  am  persuaded,  would  be  many  and  glorious. 
Of  these  I  shall  now  indicate  only  one,  but  that  one  whose  importance 
all  must  admit.  In  its  progress  and  ultimately  it  would  give  to  our 
country,  I  have  no  doubt,  a  national  literature  of  a  high  and  immortal 
character.  However  mortifying  to  our  national  pride  it  is  to  say  it,  it 
mast  be  confessed  that  we  have  not  a  national  literature  of  that  charac- 
ter; nor  is  it  possible  we  ever  should  have,  as  it  appears  to  me,  on  our 
present  systems  of  education.  Not  that  our  litei*ature,  such  as  it  is,  is 
inferior  to  that  of  other  nations  produced  at  the  present  day.  No; 
mediocrity  is  the  character  of  all  literary  works  of  the  present  day,  go 
where  you  will.  It  is  so  in  England,  it  is  so  in  France,  the  two  most 
literary  nations  of  Europe.  It  is  true  learned  men  and  great  scholars 
are  everywhere  to  be  found;  indeed,  they  may  be  said  to  abound  more 
than  ever;  the  whole  world,  too,  has  become  a  reading  world;  the 
growth  of  the  press  is  prodigious;  ])ut  it  is  all  ephemeral  and  e vanes- 
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cent — all  destined  to  the  ^rave  of  oblivion.  Nor  is  it  that  our  coun- 
trymen have  not  the  gift  of  genius  for  literary  works  of  that  high  and 
immortal  character.  Probably  no  people  were  ever  blessed  with  it  in 
a  greater  degree — of  which  everywhere  we  see  the  indications  and  the 
evidence;  but  what  signifies  genius  for  an  art  without  discipline,  without 
knowledge  of  its  principles  and  skill  in  that  art? 

Vis  consili  expere,  mole  ruit  sua; 

Vim  temperatam,  Dii  quoque  provebunt, 

In  majus. 

"Literature  is  now  everywhere  mediocre — because  the  arts  of  litera- 
ture are  nowhere  cultivated,  but  everywhere  neglected — and  appar- 
ently despised.  I  recollect  to  have  seen  in  a  late  and  leading  periodical 
of  Great  Britain  an  article  in  which  the  writer  congratulates  the  age 
upon  having  thrown  off  the  shackles  of  composition,  and  says  (in  a 
tone  of  triumph)  that  no  one  now  thinks  of  writing  like  Junius  (as  if 
it  was  an  easy  matter,  but  beneath  him,  to  write  like  Junius),  except, 
he  adds,  some  junior  sophister  in  the  countrj^  corresponding  with  the 
editor  of  some  village  newspaper.  The  whole  tribe  of  present  writers 
seem  by  their  silence  to  receive  this  description  as  eulogy,  as  a 
tribute  of  praise  properly  paid  to  their  merit,  while  in  truth  it  is  the 
characteristic  of  a  barbarous  age,  or  of  one  declining  to  barbarism;  it 
is  the  very  description  applied  to  mark  the  decline  and  last  glimmer- 
ing of  letters  in  Greece  and  Rome. 

"The  object  of  education  is  twofold — knowledge  and  ability;  both 
are  important,  but  ability  by  far  the  more  so.  Knowledge  is  so  far 
important  as  it  is  subsidiary  to  the  acquiring  of  ability,  and  no  fur- 
ther, except  as  a  source  of  mental  pleajsure  to  the  individual.  It  is 
ability  that  makes  itself  to  be  felt  by  society ;  it  is  ability  that  wields 
the  scepter  over  the  human  heart  and  the  human  intellect.  Now,  it  is 
a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  knowledge  imparts  ability  of  course. 
It  does,  indeed,  impart  ability  of  a  certain  kind;  for  by  exercising  the 
attention  and  the  memory  it  improves  the  capacity  for  acquiring; 
but  the  capacity  to  acquire  is  not  ability  to  originate  and  produce. 
No;  ability  can  only  be  given  by  the  appropriate  studies,  accompanied 
with  the  appropriate  exercises,  directed  by  a  certain  rule,  and  cx^nducted 
infallibly  to  a  certain  result. 

"In  all  the  celebrated  schools  of  Athens  this  was  the  plan  of  educa- 
tion; and  there  the  ingenious  youth,  blessed  with  faculties  of  promise, 
never  failed  to  attain  the  eminence  aspired  to,  unless  his  perseverance 
failed.  Hence  the  mighty  effects  of  those  schools;  hence  that  immense 
tide  of  great  men  which  they  poured  forth  in  all  the  departments  of 
science  and  letters,  and  especially  of  letters;  and  hence,  too,  the 
astonishing  perfection  of  their  works.  A  celebrated  writer,  filled  with 
astonishment  at  the  splendor  as  well  as  the  number  of  the  works 
produced  by  the  scholars  of  these  schools,  ascribes  the  event  to  the 
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hand  of  a  wonder-working  Providence,  interposed  in  honor  of  human 
nature,  to  show  to  what  perfection  the  species  might  ascend.  But 
there  was  nothing  of  miracle  in  it;  the  means  were  adequate  to  the  end. 
It  is  no  wonder  at  all  that  such  schools  gave  to  Athens  her  Thucydides 
in  history,  her  Plato  in  ethics,  her  Sophocles  to  her  dninia,  and  her 
Demosthene>s  to  her  forum  and  her  popular  assemblies;  and  gave  to 
her  besides  that  host  of  rivals  to  these,  and  almost  their  equals.  It 
was  the  natural  and  necessary  effect  of  such  a  system  of  education; 
and  especially  with  a  people  who  held,  as  the  Athenians  did,  all  other 
human  considerations  as  cheap  in  comparison  with  the  glory  of  letters 
and  the  arts. 

''It  is  true  this  their  high  and  brilliant  career  of  literary  glory  was 
but  of  short  duration;  for  soon  as  it  had  attained  its  meridian  blaze  it 
was  suddenly  arrested;  for  the  tyrant  came  and  laid  the  proud  freedom 
of  Athens  in  the  dust,  and  the  Athenians  were  a  people  with  whom  the 
love  of  glory  could  not  survive  the  loss  of  freedom.  For  freedom  was 
the  breast  at  which  that  love  was  fed;  freedom  was  the  element  in 
which  it  lived  and  had  its  being;  freedom  gave  to  it  the  fields  where 
its  most  splendid  triumphs  were  achieved.  The  genius  of  Athens  now 
drooped;  fell  from  its  lofty  flights  down  to  tame  mediocrity,  to 
ephemeral  works  born  but  to  languish  and  to  die;  and  so  remained 
during  the  long  rule  of  that  ruthless  despotism,  the  Macedonian,  and 
until  the  Roman  came  to  put  it  down,  and  to  merge  Greece  in  the 
Roman  empire.  Athens  now  was  partially  restored  again  to  freedom. 
Her  school,  which  had  been  closed,  or  which  had  existed  only  in  form, 
revived  with  something  of  their  former  effect.  They  again  gave  forth 
some  works  worthy  of  their  former  fame,  though  of  less  transcendent 
merit;  and  they  now  gave  to  Rome  the  Roman  eloquence  and  literature. 

Grajcia  capta  serum  Victorem  cepit,  et  artes 
Intulit  agresti  satio: 

and,  if  we  are  wise  to  profit  by  their  example,  may  yet  give  to  us  an 
equal  eloquence  and  literature. 

"I  mention  these  things  to  show  what  encouragement  we  have  to 
this  enterprise — what  well-grounded  hope  of  success.  We  have  only 
to  tread  the  path  that  led  the  Athenian  to  his  glory,  and  to  open  that 
path  to  the  youth  of  our  country.  All  the  animating  influences  of 
freedom  exist  here  in  still  greater  force  than  they  existed  there;  for 
while  it  is  not  less  absolute  here,  it  is  better  regulated — better  com- 
bined with  order  and  security.  Neither  is  the  gift  of  genius  wanting 
here;  the  gleams  of  this  precious  ore  are  seen  to  break  out  here  and 
there  all  over  the  surface  of  our  society;  the  (mimns  aetr  et  suhlhrm  is 
daily  displayed  by  our  countr3^mcn  in  all  the  forms  of  daring  and 
enterprise;  the  eagle,  their  emblem,  is  not  more  daring  in  his  flights. 
And  if  the  love  of  fame,  which  was  the  lailing  passion  of  the  Greek,  is 
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not  now  so  strong  with  us,  it  is  because  the  want  of  the  means,  the 
want  of  plain  and  sure  directions  for  its  pursuits,  begets  a  despair  of 
its  attainment.  The  Greek  had  these  means,  had  these  plain  and  sure 
directions,  and  it  was  the  certainty  of  success  by  perseverance  and  by 
their  guide  that  kindled  and  sustained  his  passion  and  made  it  his 
ruling  passion.  This  passion  is  now  burning  in  the  young  bosoms  of 
thousands  of  our  youth;  but  it  is,  as  I  have  said,  vis  cormli  expers^  and 
struggles  in  vain  because  it  struggles  blindly  for  the  fame  it  pants 
after.  Let  this  Athenian  mode  of  education  be  adopted  in  this 
instance;  let  it  produce  but  a  few  examples  of  eminent  success  (as  I 
have  no  doubt  it  speedily  would),  and  thousands  would  rush  to  the 
path  that  has  led  to  that  success;  and  members  now  of  this  body  are 
yet  young  enough  to  live  to  see  a  new  era  arising  in  our  land — another 
golden  age  of  literature  no  less  splendid  than  any  that  had  gone 
before  it,  not  excepting  even  the  Athenian. 

'^  I  know  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  Athenians  had  something 
peculiar  in  their  genius  which  gave  to  them  their  unparalleled  success. 
But  we  have  seen  that  when,  with  the  loss  of  freedom,  they  lost  their 
literary  glory,  they  fell  back  to  the  ordinary  level  of  mankind,  and 
were  not  at  all  distinguished  for  literary  merit  from  the  mass  of 
nations.  So  it  was  not  nature,  but  the  means  adopted  to  assist  and 
improve  nature,  that  gave  to  them  their  preeminence,  and  their 
success  was  but  in  exact  proportion  to  the  perfection  and  use  of  those 
means. 

"I  could  wish,  if  all  were  agreed  in  it,  that  this  institution  should 
make  one  of  a  number  of  colleges  to  constitute  a  university  to  be  estab- 
lished here,  and  to  be  endowed  in  a  manner  worthy  of  this  great  nation 
and  their  immense  resources.  This  object,  recommended  by  Washing- 
ton in  one  of  his  early  communications  to  Congress,  has  not,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  received  the  attention  it  merits.  For  such  an  establish- 
ment, formed  and  conducted  as  it  might  be,  would  be  attended  with 
great  and  glorious  results  to  this  country,  not  only  by  its  direct  oper- 
ation in  elevating  the  standard  of  education,  but  by  forming  a  central 
point,  a  local  head  to  all  the  learning  of  the  country,  such  as  the  most 
learned  nations  of  Europe  have,  and  from  which  they  derive  the  great- 
est advantages.  But  as  opinions  are  divided  upon  this  subject — not,  I 
should  hope,  as  to  the  great  desirableness  of  such  an  establishment, 
but  as  to  the  constitutional  competency  of  (Congress  to  undertake  it — 
1  will  not  embarrass  my  present  object  by  involving  it  with  that  sub- 
ject. This,  as  an  independent  institution,  may  hereafter  be  made  a 
part  of  such  a  university,  shouldone  be  established;  but  it  is  now  to  be 
looked  at  only  as  an  independent  institution.  Still  I  should  hope  that 
the  liberality  of  Congress  would  so  far  concur  with  the  generosity  of 
this  foreign  benefactor  as  to  give  full  effect  to  his  beneficent  purpose; 
and  would  not  only  give  the  grounds  convenient  for  the  accommoda- 
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tion  and  location  of  the  buildings,  but  would  also  make  an  appropria- 
tion of  money  therefor  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  their  erection; 
leaving  the  whole  amount  of  the  legacy  as  a  fund,  the  proceeds  of 
which  to  be  applied  to  the  accumulation  of  books  and  apparatus,  and 
to  the  support  of  the  instruction  and  government  of  the  institution; 
otherwise  the  whole  thing,  I  fear,  will  prove  a  failure  by  the  expense 
of  the  outfits;  at  least  when  compared  to  the  results  which  it  might  be 
made  to  produce.  For,  though  the  salaries  of  instruction  should  not 
be  overlarge,  yet  they  should  be  so  liberal  as  to  command  the  services 
of  the  ablest  instructors  in  eveiy  department  embraced  by  the  plan  of 
education.  This  is  not  the  occasion  for  a  detail  in  full  of  the  plan  of 
education  which  I  should  wish  to  see  adopted;  I  will,  however,  beg 
leave  to  give  its  outline,  premising  that  my  object  would  be  to  give 
both  learning  and  ability,  but  ability  as  the  primary  object.  Ability, 
as  I  have  stated,  can  only  be  given,  as  I  am  fully  persuaded,  by  appro- 
priate exercises  directed  by  a  certain  rule;  that  is,  by  the  principles  of 
the  art,  whatever  that  art  may  be.  So  that  exercises  would  be  the 
Alpha  and  Omega  of  my  system.  The  studies  should  be  combined  of 
science  and  literature  with  its  appropriate  arts.  As  to  science,  they 
should  be  restricted  to  science  properly  so  called — to  pure  original 
science — with  some  of  the  practical  branches  thereof  not  necessary  now 
to  be  indicated,  excluding  professory  learning  altogether.  As  to  lit- 
erature, the  studies  should  be  given  to  select  models  of  a  perfect  liter- 
ature, and  to  all  those  arts  by  which  that  perfect  literature  has  been 
produced  and  may  be  reproduced,  accompanied  by  all  those  exercises, 
regularly  and  ardently  pursued,  by  which  power  and  skill  is  given  in 
those  arts.  The  preliminary  studies  to  qualify  for  admission  should 
also  be  prescribed.  I  would  have  a  model  school  for  this  preparation 
annexed  to  this  institution  and  made  a  part  of  the  establishment. 

"Such  an  institution,  conducted  by  great  masters,  as  I  should  hope 
the  instructors  to  be — and  without  such,  indeed,  nothing  great  in  educa- 
tion can  be  accomplished,  whatever  the  system  may  be,  but,  conducted 
by  great  masters,  would  make  the  illustrious  stranger,  the  founder  of 
the  institution,  as  I  think,  one  of  the  greatest  of  benefactors  to  our 
country  and  to  mankind,  and  to  be  worshipped  almost,  here  at  least, 
as  the  patron  saint  of  education." 

Mr.  William  C.  Preston  rose  and  said: 

"Unquestionably  the  subject  to  which  my  venerable  friend,  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  has  called  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  is  one  of  great  importance,  demanding  the  grave  consideration 
of  Congi-ess.  As  it  is  in  the  order  of  Providence  that  as  the  mind  is 
enlarged  our  moral  nature  is  also  exalted,  there  can  be  no  object  more 
beneficent  or  dignified  than  that  which  the  acceptance  of  this  legacy 
presents  to  us.  And  surely,  Mr.  President,  the  establishment  of  the 
Smithsonian   Institute  could   not  commence   under  more   favorable 
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auspiccH  than  to  have  attracted  the  care  of  the  hononible  Senator,  who 
in  every  way  is  so  eminentl}'^  qualified  to  take  charge  of  whatever  con- 
cerns the  interest  of  learning  or  of  charit3^  No  one  has  more  expe- 
rience in  his  own  heart,  or  more  exemplified  in  his  own  character  the 
benign  influences  of  education,  than  the  honorable  gentleman;  and  no 
one,  therefore,  in  this  body  was  so  fit  to  have  submitted  the  resolution 
before  j^ou,  or  to  cast  the  foundations  of  an  institution  whose  duration, 
we  may  hope,  will  bear  a  proportion  to  its  enlarged  objects.  1  am  sure 
I  but  speak  the  sentiments  of  all  the  Senators  when  I  offer  him  my 
earnest  thanks  for  the  lead  he  takes  in  this  matter.  Nor  can  I  forbear 
also  to  thank  him  for  introducing  those  elegant  and  elevated  topics 
which  carry  us  for  a  moment  into  regions  of  calm  and  serene  air,  above 
the  smoke  and  din  of  our  accustomed  and  more  strenuous  efforts  on 
this  floor.  It  is  pleasant  to  repose  upon  the  green  spot  he  has  pre- 
sented to  us. 

*'I  rejoice  that  this  subject  demands  our  attention  at  this  session. 
After  a  long  tenn  of  useful  and  honorable  public  service,  my  honorable 
friend  is  now  about  to  terminate  his  cooperation  with  us  on  this  floor. 
It  is  his  last  session.  It  is  a  fortunate,  as  it  is  a  most  just  and  fit  termina- 
tion of  his  official  productions,  that  he  at  once  finishes  and  perfects 
them  by  inscribing  his  name  where  it  will  be  most  appropriately 
placed — upon  an  institution  for  the  promotion  of  knowledge." 
January  11,  1839— Senate. 

Mr.  AsHEK  RoBBiNs's  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Mr.  A.  Robbins, 
Mr.  W.  C.  Preston,  Mr.  W.  C.  Rives,  Mr.  James  Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  H. 
Benton,  Mr.  S.  L.  Southard,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Bayard  were  appointed 
as  committee. 

January  12,  1839— House. 

The  concurrent  resolution  from  the  Senate  (S.  7)  ''concerning  the 
legacy  bequeathed  by  Mr.  James  Smithson,  of  London,  to  the  United 
States,  in  trust,  for  an  institution  of  learning,  to  be  established  in  the 
city  of  Washington,"  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  Charles  Ogle, 
Mr.  Charles  Shepard,  Mr.  Orrin  Holt,  Mr.  Waddy  Thompson,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Hunter  of  Ohio,  Mr.  John  P.  Kennedy,  and  Mr.  James  Gar- 
land of  Virginia,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

January  14,  1839 — House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  George  M.  Keim — 

Resolved  {the  Senate  concurring  therein)  j  That  the  joint  committee  on  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest  ])e  instrut^ted  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  professor- 
ship of  the  German  language  as  a  part  of  the  literary  instruction  in  the  intende<1 
Smithsonian  Institute. 

January  16,  1839— Senate. 

The  Keim  resolution  of  the  House,  of  January  14,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 
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January  26,  1839— House. 

Mr.  John  Quikcy  Adams,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest,  reported  the  following  resolutions,  viz: 

1.  Revived,  That  the  sum  of dollarH^  being  the  amount  deposited  in  the 

Treasur}'  of  the  United  States,  proceeding  from  the  Ix^uent  of  James  Smithson  to  the 
United  States  of  America  for  the  purpose  of  establishing,  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
an  institution  to  Ixiar  his  name,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men,  together  with  what  additional  sum  or  sums  may  hereafter  a<'crue  from  the  same 
bequest  and  so  much  of  the  interest  as  has  become  or  may  l)ecome  due  on  the  firet- 
named  principal  sum,  until  the day  of ,  ought  to  be  constituted  a  perma- 
nent hmd,  to  be  invested  in  a  corporate  body  of  trustees,  to  remain  imder  the  pledge 
of  faith  of  the  United  States,  un<liminished  and  unimpainxl. 

2.  Resolvedj  That  the  sai<l  fund  ought  to  be  so  invested  that  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  pledged  for  its  preservation  unimpaire<l,  and  for  its  yielding  an  inter- 
est or  income,  at  the  rate  of  six  j>er  cent  a  year,  to  be  appropriate<l,  from  time  to 
time,  by  C-ongress,  to  the  declarefl  purpose  of  the  founder;  and  that  all  appropriationfl 
so  made  shall  l)e  exclusively  from  the  interest  or  income  of  the  fund,  and  not  from 
any  part  of  the  principal  thereof. 

3.  Resolved^  That  the  first  appropriations  from  the  interest  or  income  of  the  Smith- 
sonian fund  ought  to  be  for  the  erection  and  estal)lishment,  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, of  an  astronomical  observatory,  provided  with  the  best  and  most  approved 
instnnuents  and  books  for  the  continual  observation,  calculation,  and  recording  of 
the  remarkable  phenomena  of  the  heavens,  for  the  periodical  publication  of  the 
observations  thus  made,  and  of  a  nautical  almanai^  for  the  use  of  the  mariners  of 
the  United  States  and  of  all  other  navigating  nations. 

The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz: 

Resolved  {(lie  Senate  concurring  herein) ,  That  the  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  on 
the  bequest  of  James  Smithson  l)e  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk,  and  to  cause  to  be 
printed  such  papers  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

Orderedy  That  the  (derk  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  the  said  resolution. 

January  28,  1839— Senate. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  House  resolution  of  January  26. 
February  16,  1839— House. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian 
Bequest,  reported  a  bill  (H.  1160)  to  provide  for  the  disposal  and 
management  of  the  sum  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson  to  the  United 
States  for  the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  among  men;  read,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  another  bill  (H. 
1161)  to  provide  for  the  disix)sal  and  management  of  the  sum  be- 
queathed by  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States  for  the  est4ibli8h- 
ment  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men;  read,  and  committed  to  the  Conmiittec  of  the  Whole. 

[These  bills  apjx^ar  in  the  Senate  proceedings  of  February  18,  1839, 
as  S.  292  and  S.  293.  J 
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February  18,  1839Senate. 

Mr.  AsHER  RoBBiNS,  from  the  Cominittee  on  the  Smithsonian 
Bequest,  submitted  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved^  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States,  they  having  accepted  the 
trust  under  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson,  of  London,  to  execute  that  trust  bona  fide, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  testator. 

2.  Remlvedj  That  the  trust  being  to  found  an  institution  in  the  city  of  Washington 
for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  the  kind  of  institution  which 
will  have  the  effect  intended  and  descril^ed,  in  the  most  eminent  degree,  will  be  the 
kind  of  institution  which  ought,  in  good  faith,  to  be  adopted,  as  being  most  in 
accordance  with  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  testator. 

3.  Resolved^  That  all  experience  ha\ing  shown  scientific  and  literary  institutions  to 
be  by  far  the  most  effectual  means  to  the  end  of  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge 
among  men,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  should  be  a  scientific  and  literary  institu- 
tion, formed  upon  a  model  the  best  calculated  to  make  those  means  the  most  effec- 
tual to  that  end. 

4.  Resolved,  That  to  apply  said  trust  fund  to  the  erection  and  support  of  an  observ- 
atory would  not  be  to  fulfill  bona  fide  the  intention  of  the  testator,  nor  would  it  com- 
port with  the  dignity  of  the  United  States  to  owe  such  an  establishment  to  foreign 
eleemosynary  means. 

Mr.  RoBBiNS,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  also  reported  S.  292  and  S.  293  bills: 

[S.  292.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  That  all  sum  or  sums  of  money  heretofore  received,  or  which 
shall  hereafter  l^e  received,  under  and  in  pursuance  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
the  late  James  Smithson,  deceased,  of  London,  and  all  fund  or  funds,  stock  or  stocks, 
or  evidence  or  evidences  of  public  debt  whatsoever,  in  which  said  sum  or  siuns  of 
money  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  invested,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  consti- 
tuted and  declared  to  be  a  fund  to  l>e  named  or  styled  **the  Smithsonian  fund,"  and 
shall  be  under  the  management  and  control  of  nine  trustees,  to  be  styled  "the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Smitlisonian  fimd,"  subject,  however,  to  such  rules,  regulations, 
and  restrictions  as  the  Congi-ess  of  the  United  States  may  or  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
make,  ordain,  or  establish;  and  said  trustees  shall  constitute  a  portion  of  such  corpo- 
ration as  shall  hereafter  be  created  by  Congress  for  the  government  of  an  institution 
for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  trustees  shall  hold  their  ofi[ices  for 
the  term  of  one  year,  and  until  their  successors  be  appointed,  and  shall  be  appointed 

annually  on  or  Ijefore  the day  of ,  in  the  following  manner,  that  is  to  say: 

three  of  the  said  trusties  shall  be  appointed  l)y  the  Senate  and  three  l>y  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  each  manner  as  the  said  Houses  shall  respectively  determine, 
and  the  remaining  three  shall  be  appointe<l  by  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  trustees  so  appointed,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  meet  together,  in  the  city 

of  Wa4?hington,  on  the day  of next  succeeding  their  appointment,  and 

shall  elect  one  of  their  own  bo<ly  as  president  of  said  board;  they  shall  have  author- 
ity to  appoint  a  clerk  and  printer  and  fix  their  respective  compensations,  and  make 
and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations  for  their  own  government  as  they  may  deem 
necessary  or  proper;  hold  one  or  more  sessions  for  the  transaction  of  business  during 
the  recess  of  Congress,  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  as  they  may  deem  proper;  they 
shall  keep  a  journal  of  their  proceedings,  and  report  the  same,  or  an  attested  copy 

thereof,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  on  or  before  the day  of in  each  and 

every  year. 
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Sec.  3.  And  Itc  it  further  eimriedy  That  all  expenditures  made  by  the  said  board  shall 
be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  all  the  accounts 
thereof  shall  be  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  audited,  under  his 
direction,  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department;  and  the  said  board 
shall  report  to  Congress,  at  every  session  thereof,  the  state  of  the  Smithsonian  fund, 
and  a  full  statement  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  preceding  year. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  enartrdj  That  the  said  tnistees  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
specially  authorized  and  directed  to  prepare  such  a  charter  of  incorporation,  and  such 
a  plan  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowleflpe  among  men,  as  to 
them  may  appear  best  adapted  to  carry  into  effect  the  bona  fide  intention  of  the  tes- 
tator, the  said  James  Smithson,  and  to  report  the  same  for  the  consideration  and 
action  of  Congress  at  the  next  session  thereof. 

[S.  293.] 

Be  it  enacted^  etc.^  That  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  the  Chief  Justiee 
of  the  United  States,  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the  Treasury,  the  Attorney- 
General  of  the  United  States,  and  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  all  during 
the  time  when  they  shall  hold  their  respective  offices,  together  with  three  inembeis 
of  the  Senate  and  four  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be  annually 
electe<l  by  their  respective  Houses  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  December,  shall  be, 
and  hereby  are,  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  style  and  title  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men,  with  perpetual  succession  and  the  usual  powers,  duties,  and  liabilities 
incident  to  corporations. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  corporation  so  constituted  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  from  citizens  of  the  Unite<l  States,  other  than  members  of  the 
board,  a  secretary  and  a  treasurer,  to  hold  their  offices  during  the  j)1easure  of  the 
board,  and  removable  at  their  pleasure,  and  others  to  be  aj)pointed  in  their  places, 
and  to  fix  their  com i>ensat ions.  And  the  secretary  and  the  treasurer  only  shall 
receive  i)ecuniary  comi)ensation  for  their  services,  and  those  of  the  members  of  the 
board  of  trustees  shall  l^e  gratuitous.  And  the  offices  of  secretary  and  treasurer  may, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  boanl  of  trustees,  be  held  by  the  same  ]>er8on.  The  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices,  and  the  treasurer  shall  give  bond,  with  the  penalty  of  $50,000, 
with  sureties,  to  the  8atiFfa<'tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  safe  custody 
and  faithhil  application  of  all  the  funds  of  the  Institution  which  may  come  to  his 
hands  or  be  at  his  disi>oHal. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  y  That  the  sum  of plat^^l  in  the  Treasury  of  the 

United  States  on  the day  of as  the  proceeds  in  part  of  the  bequest  of 

James  Smithson  to  the  United  States,  together  with  all  sums  which  may  hereafter  be 
realized,  shall  be  pas8e<l  hert»after  to  the  credit  of  a  fund,  to  be  denominated  the 
Smithsonian  fund,  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  And  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  pledge<l  for  the  preservation  of  the  said  fund  undiminished 
and  unimpaired,  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  a  year,  payable  on  the 
first  days  of  January  and  July  to  the  treasurer  of  the  b(mrd  of  trustees  of  the  Smith- 
sonian fund,  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  fund,  conformably  to  the  laws  and 
subject  to  the  revision  and  regulation  of  the  board  of  tnistees. 

Sec.  4.  .1?*^/  In:  it  further  enacted^  That  no  jmrt  of  the  said  Smithsonian  fund,  prin- 
cipal or  in tc? rest,  shall  be  applied  to  any  school,  college,  university,  institute  of  edu- 
c^ation,  or  ecclesiastical  establishment. 

Sb<*.  5.  And  tje  it  further  ena/ied^  That  the  appropriations  to  l>e  made  from  time  to 
time  by  Congress  to  the  purposes  of  the  Smith8f)nian  Institution,  as  dettlannl  by  the 
testator,  shall  be  exclusively  from  the  ac(Tuing  intorent,  and  not  from  the  principal  of 
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the  said  fund:  Prmndeffj  That  Congress  shall  retain  the  power  of  investing,  at  their 
discretion,  the  principal  of  said  fund  in  any  other  manner  so  as  to  secure  not  less 
than  a  yearly  interest  of  six  per  centum. 

Sbc.  6.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  of  $30,000,  part  of  the  first  year's 
interest  accruing  on  the  said  Smithsonian  fund,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated toward  the  erection  and  establishment  at  the  city  of  Washington  of  an 
astronomical  observatory  adapted  to  the  most  effective  and  continual  observation  of 
the  phenomena  of  the  heavens;  to  be  provided  with  the  necessary,  best,  and  most 
perfect  instruments  and  books  for  the  periodical  publication  of  the  said  observa- 
tions, and  for  the  annual  composition  and  publication  of  a  nautical  almanac. 

Sbc.  7.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the  said  observatory  shall  be  erected  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  subject  to  the  approbation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  the  site  of  the  same  shall  be  selected  upon 
land,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  belonging  to  the  United  States;  and  the  land  neces- 
sary for  the  same,  and  for  any  other  buildings  proper  to  be  connected  with  the  said 
observatory  and  the  appurtenances  thereof,  is  hereby  granted,  and  shall  be  duly  con- 
veyed, as  a  deed  of  gift,  to  the  trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  to  their  suc- 
cessors forever,  in  aid  of  the  purposes  of  the  said  Institution. 

Sbc.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  expenditures  made  by  the  said  board 
shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  all  the 
accounts  thereof  shall  be  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  audited, 
under  his  direction,  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department;  and  the 
said  board  shall  report  to  C^ongress,  at  every  session  thereof,  the  state  of  the  Smith- 
sonian fund,  and  a  full  statement  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  first  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  Smith- 
sonian fund  shall  be  held  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  third  Monday  of  January 
next,  and  that,  in  the  meantime,  the  custody  of  the  said  fund,  and  the  expenditures 
under  the  appropriation  herein  made,  shall  be  held  and  authorized  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasur)^  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

February  25,  1839— Senate. 

The  bill  (S.  292),  was  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Senate  having  taken  up  this  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Kobbins 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  nine  commissioners  annually — three 
by  the  Senate,  three  by  the  House,  and  the  other  three  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States — to  take  charge  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  to 
draw  up  an  act  of  incorporation  for  the  Institution,  and  to  constitute 
a  portion  of  its  board  of  trustees  when  incorporated — 

Mr.  John  C.  Calhoun  said:  This  is  a  bill  making  provision  for  the 
common  benefit  of  all  mankind;  but  we  are  restricted  in  our  powers. 
The  question  whether  we  have  the  power  to  establish  a  university  or 
not  was  a  subject  of  consideration  at  an  early  stage  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  President  Washington  decided  that  Congress  had  the  power. 
But  the  question  was  voted  down  and  never  revived.  And  now  what 
would  we  do?  We  accept  a  fund  from  a  foreigner,  and  would  do  what 
we  are  not  authorized  to  do  by  the  Constitution.  We  would  enlarge 
our  grant  of  power  derived  from  the  States  of  this  Union.  Sir,  can 
you  show  me  a  word  that  goes  to  invest  us  with  such  a  power?  I  not 
only  regard  the  measure  proposed  as  unconstitutional,  but  to  me  it 
appears  to  involve  a  species  of  meanness  which  I  can  not  describe,  a 
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want  of  dignity  wholly  unworthy  of  this  Government.  Some  years 
ago  we  accepted  a  statue  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  is  no  more  like  him 
than  I  am,  and  we  made  a  tacit  admission,  by  its  acceptance,  that  we 
were  too  stingy  to  purchase  one  worthy  of  the  man  and  of  the  nation. 
And  now  what  would  we  do  by  this  ?  We  would  accept  a  donation  from 
a  foreigner  to  do  with  it  what  we  have  no  right  to  do,  and  just  as  if 
we  were  not  rich  enough  ourselves  to  do  what  is  proposed,  or  too 
mean  to  do  it  if  it  were  in  our  power.  Sir,  we  are  rich  enough  our- 
selves; and  if  we  are  not,  this  bequest  can  not  give  us  the  power. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Benton.  My  mind  is  not  made  up  on  a  single  point  rela- 
tive to  this  bill,  and  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  laying  it  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Walker.  The  same  objections  which  lie  equally  against 
this  bill  and  the  acceptance  of  the  fund  were  urged  upon  the  Senate 
when  the  question  of  accepting  it  was  before  them,  with  the  same 
earnestness  by  Senators  as  now,  and  after  a  protracted  debate  the 
question  was  decided  against  them,  their  whole  number  being  only  five 
or  six.  A  vast  majority  of  the  Senate  did  not  think  we  were  humili- 
ated by  accepting  from  an  individual  any  amount  of  money  which  he 
might  think  proper  to  bestow  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  in  this 
District  an  institution  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men; 
and  no  government  has  considered  itself  himiiliated  by  its  accept- 
ance of  such  donations;  and  if,  instead  of  $500,000,  it  amounted  to 
$20,000000,  for  these  great  and  noble  purposes,  I  would  glory  in 
receiving  it,  and  in  applying  it  to  these  great  purposes  alone.  But 
it  is  now  too  late  to  urge  these  objections.  We  have  prosecuted  the 
suit,  and  have  actually  received  the  money;  and  now,  when  we  have 
received  it,  shall  We  refuse  to  perform  the  trust  which  we  took  upon 
ourselves  by  its  acceptance?  It  would  be  a  fraud  on  those  from  whom 
we  received  it.  On  what  ground  did  the  court  of  chancery  give  over 
the  fund  ?  Only  on  the  ground  that  we  would  carry  into  effect  the 
will  of  the  testator;  and  it  would  be  a  violation  of  good  faith  for  us 
now  to  refuse  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

And  what  are  the  constitutional  objections?  Sir,  we  find  no  diflB- 
culty  in  building  railroads  and  bridges  in  the  District,  or  in  incorpo- 
rating colleges  and  other  institutions,  and  it  is  but  now  that  a  difficulty 
has  arisen  in  establishing  an  institution  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men.  .  We  incorporated  the  Columbian  College  of  this  city, 
but  is  it  only  the  District  of  Columbia  that  sends  to  that  institution  ? 
No,  sir;  it  is  known  to  every  member  that  its  benefits  are  open  to  the 
whole  world,  and  are  actually  extended  throughout  the  Union.  Its 
students  come  from  every  part  of  the  United  States.  And  that  was 
an  infinitely  stronger  case  than  this,  for  there  we  gave  money,  while 
here  we  give  none;  and  all  that  is  asked  of  us  is  that  we  honestly 
comply  with  the  obligations  under  which  we  have  entered  with  the 
Government  through  whom  we  received  the  money. 
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Mr.  Benton.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Mi-ssissippi 
that  our  decision  at  the  la«t  session  to  acteept  this  fund  is  obligatory, 
or  that  we  are  at  all  committed  in  respect  to  establishing  this  institu- 
tion. I  have  believed  always  that  this  Government  has  no  right  to 
accept  a  donation  in  money;  and,  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
has  remarked,  this  question  of  our  power  to  establish  a  national  liter- 
ary institution  was  among  the  earliest  which  were  settled  under  our 
Grovernment;  and  the  arguments  then  urged  against  it  have  remained 
unanswered.  If  we  now  proceed  to  establish  such  an  institution  with 
this  fund,  it  will  in  effect  amount  to  this,  that  this  donation  has  pur- 
chased our  acquiescence  in  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  For  half 
a  century  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  acquiesced  in  the  uncon- 
stitutionality of  our  establishing  such  an  institution;  and  if  we  now 
proceed  to  do  it,  an  infraction  of  the  Constitution  will  in  effect  have 
been  purchased. 

Mr.  Ambrose  H.  Seviek.  There  is  one  diflSculty  in  the  way  of  these 
objects  in  regard  to  the  disposition  that  is  to  be  made  of  this  money. 
It  has  been  sent  for  and  obtained,  and  is  now  actually  invested  in  State 
stocks.  What  are  we  to  do  with  it?  Here  is  a  benevolent  man,  who 
from  motives  of  benevolence  compliments  this  country  by  bestowing 
upon  it  a  donation  for  benevolent  purposes,  and,  viewing  it  in  that 
light,  we  have  passed  an  act  of  Congress  to  receive  it,  and  it  is  already 
received  and  invested.  Shall  we  now  return  it?  It  is  to  be  appro- 
priated and  used  within  our  own  limits  of  10  miles  square,  where  we 
have  exclusive  and  sole  jurisdiction,  and  shall  it  be  said  we  have  no 
power  to  establish  such  an  institution  within  those  limits?  Sir,  the 
bill  may  be  defective  so  as  to  require  amendment,  but  as  to  the  power 
of  receiving  the  money  and  appropriating  it  to  such  a  purpose  there 
can  be  no  doubt  at  all  about  it.  This  fund  was  given  to  us  in  trust  for 
the  benefit  of  the  world,  which  showed  that  this  man  had  full  faith  in 
us,  and  within  the  10  miles  square  this  Government  is  no  more  limited 
in  regard  to  such  a  subject  than  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  limited 
while  acting  within  her  own  boundaries. 

Mr.  Silas  Wright.  I  have  not  been  able  to  listen  very  attentively 
to  the  debate,  but  as  far  as  I  can  judge  the  subject  seems  to  involve 
great  principles,  which  require  full  and  mature  consideration.  This 
bill  merely  provides  for  appointing  a  commission  of  nine  persons,  three 
of  whom  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  three  by  the  House  of 
Representative's,  and  the  other  three  by  the  President,  and  to  do  what? 
I  believe  they  are  to  draw  up  a  charter  of  incorporation  for  the  insti- 
tution within  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  this  is  their  commission, 
for  I  understand  they  are  to  have  no  other  duty  or  power,  with  the 
exception  of  a  power  to  appoint  a  printer.  And  if  a  charter  for  an 
institution  of  that  sort  must  be  finally  considered  and  passed  by  Con- 
gress it  did  not  seem  necessary  to  appoint  such  a  commission  simply 
to  draw  up  a  bill  of  incorporation,  and  if  it  were  necessary  I  do  not 
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see  why  they  should  want  a  printer,  for  that  can  not  involve  any  great 
principles. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  No  man  can  suppose  that  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  can  perform  the  functions  of  such  an  institution.  I, 
however,  spoke  of  what  was  proper  and  within  our  power,  and  of  that 
alone.  The  Senator  from  Arkansas  appears  to  think  that  we  have  the 
power  to  do  what  we  please  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  provided 
the  means  are  granted  to  us.  But,  in  the  first  place,  we  must  look 
carefully  at  the  extent  of  our  own  power.  This  Government  is  a  trust, 
established  by  the  States,  with  a  specific  capacity,  education  not 
included,  and  all  the  powers  which  are  not  granted  are  expressly 
reserved  to  the  States.  And  when  they  were  granted,  it  was  with  the 
profoundest  jealousy,  for  it  was  apprehended  that  they  would  be  so 
great  as  to  utterly  absorb  the  State  governments.  And  now,  after  the 
question  of  the  power  of  the  General  Government  on  the  subject  of 
education  has  been  settled  for  fifty  years,  a  foreigner  makes  a  donation 
to  the  Government  in  trust  for  this  object;  and  the  question  arises, 
Can  we  accept  it?  Sir,  we  have  no  more  right  to  do  this  than  to  estab- 
lish a  national  institution  in  Virginia  or  Maryland.  The  government 
of  Penns^'^lvania  is  a  government  of  unlimited  power  within  its  bounda- 
ries, and  a  donation  there  made  to  the  government  of  Pennsylvania  is 
in  a  very  different  condition  from  one  made  to  ours,  which  is  wisely 
limited,  because  it  might  otherwise  absorb  all  the  power  of  the  States. 

When  the  charter  for  Columbian  College  was  passed  I  was  absent; 
but  I  understood  that  it  was  established  on  funds  collected  from  all 
the  Baptists  throughout  the  United  States.  Yet  I  never  recognized 
the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  that  institution.  But  here  what  are 
we  going  to  do?  We  are  to  accept  a  donation,  to  do  with  it  what  the 
Constitution  does  not  allow.  But,  it  is  asked,  what  are  we  to  do  with 
the  money?  There  is  no  difficulty  in  that;  it  must  be  returned  to  the 
heirs.  This  is  a  question  of  vast  magnitude,  and  no  one  knows  the 
consequences  which  may  grow  out  of  it.  I  have  heard  a  gentleman 
from  Philadelphia  say  that  of  all  the  curses  of  that  city  the  Girard 
donation  was  the  greatest.  Here  we  are  to  commence  with  half  a  mil- 
lion, and  no  one  knows  how  much  more  is  to  be  added.  Sir,  I  trust 
this  measure  will  be  met  decidedly  and  voted  down. 

Mr.  Sevier.  The  power  of  this  Government  within  this  District  is 
just  as  ample  as  that  of  any  State  within  its  limits.  It  is  declared  to 
be  exclusive,  and  we  have  as  much  right  to  do  anything  within  the 
District  of  Columbia  as  any  State  has  to  do  the  same  thing  within  her 
limits.  And  what  is  now  proposed?  You  are  merely  put  in  posses- 
sion of  half  a  million,  over  which  you  are  made  the  trustees,  for 
philanthropic  and  patriotic  purposes,  and  the  whole  object  now  is  to 
execute  that  trust  in  a  proper  manner.  Sir,  I  should  be  opposed 
to  the  bill  if  it  were  going  to  take  any  power  from  the  States;  but  it 


TWENTY-FIFTH    CONGRESS,  1837-1839.  177 

has  no  such  purpose,  and  can  have  no  such  effect.  I  am,  however, 
not  anxious  in  regard  to  the  fate  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Walker.  In  reply  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
I  wish  to  know  whether  we  have  no  power  to  incorporate  companies 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  whether  we  have  not  done  it  again 
and  again.  We  have  incorporated  companies  for  banks,  bridges, 
railroads,  and  others  of  almost  every  variety.  Then  we  have  the 
power,  and  our  whole  history  shows  that  we  have  the  power,  to  gi*ant 
incorporations  in  the  District.  And  what  is  the  difference?  If  we 
could  incorporate  a  Baptist  institution  can  not  we  incorporate  a 
Smithsonian  institution?  Did  we  not  incorporate  the  Georgetown 
College,  and  can  we  not  incorporate  the  Smithsonian  college?  Sir, 
there  is  no  novelty  at  all  in  this  matter  so  far  as  it  has  any  relation 
whatever  to  our  power. 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  the  former  unanimity  of  most  of  the 
Senate  on  this  subject  Mr.  Walker  read  the  joint  resolution  of  Con- 
gress authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  prosecute  and 
obtain  this  legacy,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the  Senate  on  the  question 
of  ordering  it  to  be  engrossed;  for  which  there  were,  yeas  31,  nays  7. 
The  District  of  Columbia  (said  Mr.  Walker)  not  having  a  government 
in  itself,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  received  this  bequest  as 
the  government  of  the  District;  and  now  we  propose  to  incorporate 
an  institution,  that  the  intention  of  the  testator  may  he  carried  into 
effect;  and  would  it  not  be  ridiculous  for  us  to  pass  a  bill,  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote,  to  prosecute  for  and  obtain  the  fund,  which  has  been 
carried  successfully  into  effect,  now  to  turn  round,  in  less  than  two 
years,  and  declare  that  vast  majorities  in  Congress  had  been  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  subject  on  which  they  acted  and  had  violated  an  organic 
law  of  the  country  in  accepting  this  bequest?  Sir,  the  nation  would 
be  disgraced  by  such  a  proceeding.  We  have  received  the  money, 
and  we  are  bound  by  the  most  solemn  obligation,  at  least  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  the  real  beneficiary,  to  carry  this  bequest  into  effect. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  This  bi>quest  was  not  made  to  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, but  to  all  mankind.  I  believe  the  second  thoughts  of  Congress 
are  better  than  the  first,  and  I  believe  there  will  now  be  a  decided  vote 
against  this  measure  after  full  reflection. 

Mr.  J.  M.  NiLES.  One  wrong  step  is  no  reason  why  we  should  take 
another,  and  I  submit  to  the  Senate  whether  the  main  argument  in 
favor  of  this  measure  is  sustained.  Sir,  what  is  that  argument?  It 
is  that  the  whole  of  this  matter  is  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  Sir, 
if  you  stand  on  that  ground  you  will  practice  a  base  fraud  on  the 
legatee.  He  meant  this  donation  for  the  whole  world,  and  now  the 
argument  is  that  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  this  District.  The  true  ques- 
tion is  whether  we  will  have  a  national  institution,  and  that  is  to  be 
decided  by  looking  at  the  terms  of  this  grant.  It  is  a  trust  committed 
H.  Doc.  732 12 
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to  the  United  States,  in  the  very  execution  of  which  we  are  to  act  for 
the  United  States.  Sir,  the  question  is  altogether  too  clear  for  argu- 
ment. I  had  not  the  privilege  of  voting  against  the  acceptance  of  this 
fund,  and  I  now  wish  to  record  my  vote  against  the  whole  proceeding. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Crittenden.  It  was  my  lot  some  few  years  ago  to  be  a 
member  of  Congress  when  this  subject  was  under  consideration,  and, 
as  far  as  1  can  recollect,  we  then  came  to  the  conclusion  that  all  the 
objections  which  are  now  made  to  our  accepting  and  executing  this 
trust  were  fallacious  and  unfounded.  I  am  now  only  surprised  that 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut  should  be  worked  up  into  so  high  excite- 
ment by  this  subject.  But  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  perfectly  compe- 
tent in  us  to  lay  a  tax  on  this  District  of  $500,000  for  the  establishment 
of  such  an  institution.  We  hold  exclusive  legislation  over  the  Dis- 
trict, including  the  power  to  tax  it,  and  if  this  could  be  done  in  com- 
pliance with  the  wishes  of  the  District,  and  at  their  own  expense,  could 
there  be  any  constitutional  objection  to  our  doing  it  for  them?  Sir, 
it  is  evident  there  could  not;  and  when  the  requisite  fund  is  a  donation 
does  that  circumstance  offer  any  ground  whatever  for  a  constitutional 
objection?  If  by  taxation  of  the  people  of  the  District  Congress 
have  an  unquestionable  and  indisputable  power  to  effect  this  object 
does  it  make  any  difference,  as  it  respects  that  power,  whether  the 
fund  is  a  donation  or  a  tax?  None  whatever,  and  I  see  no  force  at  all 
in  these  objections.  They  arise  from  a  constitutional  delicacy  of 
which  I  have  no  perception,  and  I  should  be  sorry  if  this  trust  should 
be  injured  by  the  indulgence  of  such  scruples. 

And  what  are  we  to  do?  ''Oh,"  say  gentlemen,  "send  the  money 
back,  and  surrender  it  to  the  heirs  of  the  donor."  With  respect  to  the 
money,  that  with  this  country  is  but  of  little  account;  but  consider 
what  sort  of  an  answer  you  will  have  to  make  to  the  high  court  of 
chancery  in  England.  You  must  send  Mr.  Rush  to  report  to  the  court 
of  chancery  that  from  solemn  considerations  we  have  found  out  that 
we  are  not  entitled  to  receive  this  donation  and  carry  the  intention  of 
the  donor  into  effect,  in  doing  which  I  do  not  consider  that  we  would 
be  at  all  degraded.  The  money  itself  is  of  no  consideration  to  this 
Government;  but  here  is  a  beneficent  object,  in  the  promotion  of  which 
a  philanthropic  foreigner  asks  you  to  act  in  his  behalf,  in  a  local  dis- 
trict of  your  own  country,  over  which  you  are  the  only  legislators, 
and  in  doing  this  we  are  not  acting  under  any  ordinary  treaties,  but  in 
the  great  cause  of  humanity.  Sir,  I  see  no  difficulty,  and  I  trust 
that  the  decided  majority  which  appeared  in  favor  of  this  measure  in 
its  incipient  stage  will  now  not  be  at  all  diminished. 

Mr.  Benton.  The  argument  is  that  we  are  to  act  in  this  case  as  the 
government  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  But  if  I  understand  the 
bequest,  the  money  is  given  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
not  to  those  of  the  District  alone.     Consequently,  if  we  accept  the 
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donation,  it  must  be  used  for  a  national  institution,  and  not  one  for 
the  District  alone.  Banks,  colleges,  and  other  institutions  are  incor- 
porated by  us  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  not  as  national  institutions, 
but  for  the  local  benefit  of  the  District.  I,  sir,  voted  for  banks  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  but  in  no  case  was  it  for  a  national  bank;  and 
such  is  the  precise  distinction  in  the  case  now  before  us.  The  argu- 
ment is  that  we  may  receive  money  as  trustees  to  be  used  for  purposes 
entirely  different  from  what  the  testator  contemplated.  To  thig  I 
object,  and  especially  because  it  places  the  United  States  Government 
in  the  aspect  of  a  moneyed  power. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Bayard.  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Senate  when  the  joint 
resolution  was  passed  by  which  we  ac<5epted  thLs  trust,  and  I  am  not 
quite  certain  whether  I  should  have  been  in  favor  of  it  or  not.  But  it 
is  rather  late,  after  having  accepted  the  trust,  to  start  this  constitu- 
tional diflSculty.  I  do  not  altogether  approve  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  money  was  obtained  through  the  English  courts,  and  if  it  could  be 
properly  returned  I  should  be  in  favor  of  it,  not  for  any  consideration 
of  our  want  of  constitutional  power,  but  for  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  obtained.     But  it  is  too  late  to  return  it. 

But  it  is  argued  that  there  is  no  power  in  this  Government  to  accept 
and  administer  this  trust,  and  therefore  the  money  is  now  to  be 
returned.  This  Government  is  one  of  mere  trust  power,  but  in  one 
cai)acity  it  acts  as  the  Government  of  the  whole  United  States,  and  in 
another  as  the  Government  of  this  District.  Its  power  over  the  United 
States  is  limited,  but  over  this  District  it  is  unlimited;  and  there  can 
therefore  be  no  doubt  of  its  full  sovereignty  over  it,  so  far  as  relates 
to  general  grounds.  But  it  is  a  mistake  that  this  donation  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States.  The  views  of  the  testator  were  much 
more  extensive,  and  he  expressly  declared  that  his  object  was  to  diffuse 
knowledge  among  men.  The  testator  must  have  understood  perfectly 
well  the  nature  of  our  institutions,  and  he  knew  not  only  that  this 
Government  could  act  for  the  United  States  as  such,  with  power  to 
operate  in  this  District,  but  he  knew,  moreover,  that  this  District  was 
eminently  calculated  for  the  more  comprehensive  purpose  which  he 
had  in  view,  because  it  is  not  trammeled  by  political  or  religious 
restrictions.  And  the  reason  why  the  United  States  should  be  induced 
to  accept  this  bequest  is  not  because  it  is  for  the  District  altogether, 
but  because  it  mav  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  world,  and  the  motive  and  the  object  which  the  testator  had  in  view 
were  to  select  a  place  where  there  is  perfect  freedom  of  opinion  in 
politics  and  religion,  and  the  motive  of  the  United  States  in  accepting 
it  is  that  the  people  of  the  District  and  of  the  United  States  may  obtain 
its  general  benefits.  I  therefore  do  not  see  any  difficulty  in  this  Gov- 
ernment accepting  it. 

And  the  question  now  is,  what  is  to  be  done?    There  is  an  evident 
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necessity  for  a  corporation  for  the  purpose  of  administering  the  means 
of  effecting  the  object  proposed.  I  do  not  know  as  it  ought  to  be  the 
basis  of  a  great  national  institution,  but  we  may  incorporate  it  with  a 
view  to  insure  the  benefits  contemplated;  and,  in  order  to  effect  that, 
it  is  a  question  whether  you  will  refer  the  subject  to  a  conunittee  who 
may  present  plans  to  Congress  to  carry  the  purpose  into  execution,  or 
whether  you  will  trust  it  with  a  commission,  who,  in  the  meantime, 
may  have  power  over  the  fund  and  at  a  future  period  may  present  to 
Congress  such  a  plan  for  its  administration  as  they  may  think  best. 
The  object  of  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  is, 
inasmuch  as  the  business  can  not  be  managed  by  a  standing  committee 
during  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  establish  a  board  of  trustees  for  this 
purpose;  and  the  sole  object  of  the  bill  is  to  establish  such  a  board  of 
trustees  over  the  fund,  who  shall  also  prepare  and  present  to  Congress, 
at  its  next  session,  or  at  some  future  period  when  it  shall  be  prepared, 
a  plan  for  such  an  incorporation;  and  that  is  all  that  the  bill  proposes. 

Mr.  Wkight.  I  understood  and  I  meant  to  say  that  this  bill  involves 
none  of  the  great  principles  that  have  been  brought  into  this  discus- 
sion, but  simply  provides  for  preparing  a  charter.  But  I  find  I  was 
mistaken.  The  scope  of  the  bill  is  larger  than  I  supposed.  I  would 
now  say  nothing  about  these  great  principles,  but  about  the  bill  itself; 
and  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  now  passing  a  bill  not  involv- 
ing any  great  question  of  principle.  I  find  the  bill  provides  for  a 
commission  of  nine  persons,  who  are  to  have  charge  of  the  fund; 
and,  further,  these  nine  are  to  constitute  a  component  part  of  any 
incorporation  hereafter  established  for  the  institution.  All  this  goes, 
materially  farther  than  I  had  supposed.  What  necessity  is  there  for 
appointing  these  nine  trustees  now?  This  fund  is  to  be  invested  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  For  what  valuable 
pui*pose,  then,  are  we  to  hang  this  machinery  on  this  great  donation? 
Is  it  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  constitute  nine  men  the  draftsmen 
of  an  act  of  incorporation?  And,  in  the  meantime,  shall  we  con- 
fer on  these  nine  persons  very  extensive  powers?  It  is  provided  by 
the  bill  that  they  shall  have  the  management  of  the  fund,  under  such 
regulations  and  restrictions  as  Congress  shall  from  time  to  time  pre- 
scribe. But  these  nine  are  also  to  be  officers  of  the  corporation  when- 
ever its  officers  are  appointed.  But  are  they  to  be  such  officers  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States?  If  they  are  to  be  so,  it  is  a 
perfectly  new  mode  of  appointment,  and  one  the  pertinency  or 
propriety  of  which  I  am  unable  to  discover.  Three  of  them  are  to 
be  chosen  by  the  Senate  annually,  three  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives annually,  and  the  other  three  by  the  President  annually. 

And  if  this,  as  we  are  told,  is  to  be  an  institution  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  an  ordinary  college,  why  is  this  machinery  necessary  ? 
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And  why  this  new  method  of  appointment?  Is  there  anything  of  this 
in  connection  with  the  Georgetown  College  or  the  Columbian  College? 
Does  not  this  point  out  this  new  institution  to  be  a  national  institution? 
Eveiy  branch  of  the  Government  is  to  be  represented  (except  the  judi- 
ciary), and  these  representatives  are  to  have  the  power  to  appoint  a 
printer  to  that  board  of  trustees,  and  to  fix  his  compensation,  and  also 
a  clerk,  and  to  fix  his  compensation;  and  they  are  to  have  power  to 
make  regulations  for  their  own  government,  and  they  will  be  com- 
pelled to  meet  at  least  once  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  as  much 
oftencr  as  they  please;  and  for  what?  I  speak  now  of  the  practical 
opeiution  of  the  measure.  In  Pennsylvania  a  l)equest  has  been  made 
and  appropriated  to  a  similar  purpose;  and  have  any  of  us  failed  to 
hear  of  tl\e  abuses  of  that  bequest  in  the  engrafting  of  offices  and 
incomes  upon  it?  And  what  will  be  the  income  of  this  Smithsonian 
fund?  It  will  \)o  $25,000  or  $30,000,  out  of  which  you  must  pay  your 
conmiission,  printer,  and  clerk;  and  how  much  do  you  suppose  you 
will  have  of  the  product  of  the  fund  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  mankind?  And  is  it  necessary  that  a  commission  should  sit 
eight  or  nine  months  to  fmme  a  bill?  This  is  something  which  has 
not  been  practiced  heretofore;  and  is  it  wise  to  pass  such  a  bill?  It  is 
with  great  caution  that  Congress  should  proceed  on  that  subject,  but 
I  see  no  necessity  for  tjixi ug  this  charity  with  the  expenses  growing 
out  of  this  bill  for  the  simple  purpose  of  presenting  to  Congress  the 
form  of  an  iiicoi-poration;  and  I  ask  those  who  argue  that  this  Institu- 
tion is  to  be  established  for  this  District  as  a  college,  whether  they  can 
vote  for  this  bill. 

On  motion  ])y  Mr.  Henry  Hubbard,  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table, 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas,  20;  nays,  15. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by 
one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present;  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative 
were: 

Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Roane,  Rob- 
nson.  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Williams  of  Maine,  Williams 
of  Mississippi,  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were: 

Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  Fulton,  Knight,  Linn,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana^ 
Walker,  Young. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

February  28,  1839Senate, 

Mr.  AsHER  Robbins  submitted  a  motion: 

Resolved  by  tlie  Senate^  Tlmt  the  mayor  and  city  coimciil  of  the  city  of  Washington 
be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  of  au  institution,  to  Ixi 
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called  the  Smithflonian  Institution,  to  1)e  founded  on  the  1x$que»;t  of  Mr.  Jamen 

Smithson,  of  London,  and  to  report  the  eamo  to  the  Senato  at  the  next  session  of 

Congress. 

March  t,  1839— Senate, 

The  Senate  considered  the  motion  submitted  February  28  by  Mr. 
Bobbins  respecting  a  Smithsonian  Institution;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  C.  C.  CiAY,  of  Alabama,  ordered  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Itarch  3,  1839. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  act  for  1839. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  acts  relating  to  the  Smithsonian  legacy, 
flOjOOO,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  arising  from  that  legacy. 
(Stat.  V,  346.) 

TWEHTT-8IXTH  C0NGBE88,  1839-1841. 

BEQUEST  OF  JAMES    SMITHSON. 
December  30,  1839— House. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  dis- 
posal and  management  of  the  fund  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson, 
deceased,  to  the  United  States,  for  the  establishment  of  an  institution 
for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.  Referred  to 
a  select  conmiittee  of  nine  members,  viz: 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Mr.  Charles  Ogle,  Mr.  Charles  Shepard, 
Mr.  James  Garland  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Dixon  H.  Lewis,  Mr.  Albert 
Smith  of  Maine,  Mr.  D.  D.  Barnard,  Mr.  Thomas  Corwin,  and  Mr. 
John  Campbell  of  South  Carolina. 

February  5,  1849 — House. 

Memorial  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  was  referred  to  the  select  conunittee 
appointed  December  30,  1839. 

Mayor's  Office,  WashingUm^  January  15,  1840, 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  corpo- 
ration of  this  city  to  represent  their  interests  before  Congress,  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  you  to  present  the  inclosed  memorial  to  the  House. 

The  great  interest  you  have  taken  in  the  subject  to  which  the  memorial  relates 
has  induced  the  committee  to  make  this  request. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  8#3rvant, 

Petek  Forck. 
Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams, 

House  of  RepreserUativoi,  United  Stales, 


To  tfie  Senate  and  House  of  RepresenUUives  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  corporation  of 
Washington,  respectfully  represents: 

That  they  have  been  instructed  to  express  to  your  honorable  bodies  the  earnest 
desire  of  the  city  councils,  as  well  as  of  the  citizens  of  Washington,  that  the  benevo- 
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lent  design  of  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  Euglaiui,  nhoulcl  be  carried  into  execution 
as  soon  as  practicable  by  the  establishment  of  an  institution  in  their  city  for  the 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.  As  this  is  a  matter  which  more  immediately 
concerns  the  people  of  Washington,  where,  according  to  the  desire  and  instruction  of 
the  testator,  the  institution  is  to  be  founded,  they  necessarily  feel  a  deep  solicitude  on 
the  subject  and  are  anxious  that  Congress  would  take  it  into  serious  and  immediate 
consideration,  in  order  that  the  benefit  intended  to  be  conferred  may  be  enjoyed  at  as 
early  a  period  as  x>ossible.  They  need  not  suggest  that,  in  addition  to  the  intellectual 
advantages  of  which  the  contemplated  institution  promises  to  be  productive,  it  will 
be  the  means,  they  believe,  of  adding  greatly  to  the  reputation  of  the  metropolis  and 
of  giving  to  it  a  new  source  of  attraction.  Though  this  motive  may  appear  to  be 
selfish,  it  is  nevertheless  one  which  all  who  take  an  interest  in  the  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  the  capital  of  their  country  must  necessarily  feel.  But  your  memorialists 
are  influenced  by  loftier  and  philanthropic  motives  in  wishing  to  see  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Smithson  carried  into  effect.  It  is  impossible  to  calculate  the  amount 
of  good  which  an  institution  properly  founded  and  judiciously  organized,  as  they 
have  no  doubt  this  will  be,  is  susceptible  of  promoting  the  improvement  of  the  intel- 
lect, taste,  and  morals  of  the  great  community  of  this  country;  for  though  the  foun- 
tain may  be  here,  its  streams  will  flow  through  all  parts  of  the  Republic  and  fertilize 
and  improve  its  remotest  borders.  It  is  not  for  the  memorialists  to  point  out  the  char- 
acter of  such  an  institution  as  should  be  established  in  accordance  with  the  design  of 
him  who  made  the  bequest,  because  they  know  it  is  in  much  abler  hands,  and  there- 
fore it  would  be  presumptuous  in  them  to  attempt  it.  All  they  desire  is  to  see  it 
speedily*  commenced  and  the  design  fully  carried  out,  and  in  this  desire  they  believe 
they  are  joined  by  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  diffusion  of  human  knowledge  and 
the  intellectual  improvement  of  their  fellow-men. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  pray  that,  for  the  benefit  of  their  countrymen,  and 
the  special  advantage  which  will  result  from  it  to  Washington,  the  subject  may  claim 
the  immediate  attention  of  Congress,  and  that  a  plan  will  be  devised  and  adopted 
during  the  present  session,  which  will  accord  with  the  intentions  of  the  testator,  and, 
when  carried  into  execution,  be  attended  with  all  the  blessings  and  advantages  which 
are  expected  to  flow  from  an  institution  already  founded  and  wisely  organized. 
And  so  they  will  ever  pray. 

Peter  Force. 

Ch.  W.  Goldsbobough. 

Geo.  Watterston. 

John  W.  Maury. 

John  Wilson. 

Gboroe  Adams. 

Samuel  Byington. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  presented  a  memorial  of  Constantine  S. 
Rafinesque,  of  Philadelphia,  professor  of  historical  and  natural  sci- 
ences, praying  that  the  benevolent  intentions  of  James  Smithson  may- 
be speedily  realized,  by  the  immediate  establishment  of  an  institution 
for  the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  among  men;  which  was  referred 
to  the  select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest. 

February  13,  1840— Senate, 

Mr.  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  petition  of  the  Ken- 
tucky State  Agricultural  Society,  praying  the  endowment  of  an  agri- 
cultural school  or  college  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy; 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 
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February  27,  1840— House. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  asked  Mr.  George  W.  Crabb  (who  was  entitled  to 
the  floor)  to  give  way  to  allow  him  to  present  a  report  from  the  select 
committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest.  It  was  a  subject  which  had 
excited  a  good  deal  of  public  interest;  and  he  merely  wished  to  make 
the  report,  and  have  it  printed,  which  would  occupy  but  a  few 
moments  of  the  time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Crabb  said  if  it  was  the  universal  consent  of  the  House  to 
receive  the  report  at  that  time,  he  had  no  objection  to  give  way  for 
the  purpose.     But  objection  was  made. 
March  5,  f  840— House 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  from  the  committee  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposal  and  management  of  the 
fund  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States  for  the 
establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men,  reported  an  amendatoiy  bill,  accompanied  by  a 
report,  which  were  conmnitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  select  committee  report  the  bill  with  sundry  amendments. 

And  inasmuch  as  the  subject  of  this  bill,  and  the  bequest  itself,  and 
the  institution  to  the  establishment  of  which,  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, it  was  devoted  by  the  testator,  involve  considerations  and  prin- 
ciples other  than  those  which  usually  regulate  the  legislation  of 
Congress;  and  as  the  purposes  of  the  bequest  have,  as  yet,  been  but 
imperfectly  made  known  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
probably  to  a  large  portion  of  the  members  of  the  House,  the  com- 
mittee submit  to  the  indulgence  of  the  House  a  statement  of  the  mate- 
rial facts  which  have  hitherto  occurred  in  the  tender  of  this  fund  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  their  acceptance  of  it,  and  an  expo- 
sition of  the  motives  which  have  prevailed  with  the  committee  to 
propose  the  disposal  of  the  fund,  and  the  provisions  for  its  mainte- 
nance and  management,  as  they  are  set  forth  in  the  several  sections 
of  the  accompanying  bill. 

[Mr.  Adams  then  quotes  message  of  President  Andrew  Jackson,  dated  December 
17,  1835,  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Vail  and  Clarke  Fvnmore  &  Fladgate,  James 
Bmithson's  will,  etc.,  and  then  proceeds:] 

This  message  was  referred,  in  the  Senate,  to  their  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  which,  on  the  5th  of  January,  1836,  presented  a  report 
favorable  to  the  acceptance  of  the  bequest,  and  a  joint  resolution  to 
authorize  and  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  assert  and 
prosecute,  with  effect,  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  this  bequest, 
in  the  court  of  chancery,  or  other  proper  tribunal  of  England.  By 
this  joint  resolution,  adopted  on  the  2d  of  May,  1836,  the  faith  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  was  pledged,  that  any  and  all  sruns 
of  money  which  should  be  received  for  or  on  account  of  the  said 
legacy  should  \)q  applied  to  the  purpose  of  founding  and  endowing  at 
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Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  cstab- 
linhmcnt  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  the  same  message  of  the  President 
was,  on  the  21st  of  December,  1835,  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
nine  members,  which,  on  the  ll>th  of  January,  1836,  reported  a  bill, 
together  with  a  statement  of  fw^ts  and  principles  connected  with  the 
origin  and  acceptance  of  this  l)equest,  which  the  present  committee 
ask  leave  to  refer  to  the  consideration  of  the  house  as  a  part  of  their 
own  report. 

[Mr.  Adains  here  <jii<»t<>H  Iuh  own  reiK)rt  <»f  January  19,  18ii6,  and  pnKreeilH:] 

The  bill  accompanying  this  report  was,  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, substitut<»d  in  the  plac»e  of  the  joint  resolution  which  had  l>een 
received  from  the  Senate.  It  authorized  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  an  agent  or  agents  to  prosecute,  in  the  court  of 
chancery,  in  England,  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  liequest  of 
Mr.  Smithson,  and  to  recover  and  pay  over  the  amount  of  the  same 
into  the  Tre4isury  of  the  Unit^nl  Stiites.  This  bill  passed  in  the  House 
without  opposition;  wjis  concurred  in,  without  amendment,  by  the 
Senate;  and,  on  the  1st  of  July,  183G,  received  the  approlmtion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stat<\s. 

The  third  section  of  this  act  is  in  the  following  words: 

And  he  itfurtlier  enacted^  That  any  and  all  HuniH  of  money,  and  other  fundn  which 
shall  \yQ  rt»ceive<l  for,  or  on  aeeonnt  of,  Iho  naid  legacy,  nliall  Ikj  ap))lie<l  in  mioh  man- 
ner afj  Cougn»^^H  may  h(*reafter  direct,  to  the  pnriM)»e  of  founding  and  endowing,  at 
Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smiths(»nian  Institution,  an  i^st^iblishment  for 
the  increase luid  diffusion  of  knowl(»dge  among  men;  to  which  a])|)hcation  t»f  the  said 
moneys,  and  other  funds,  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  herel)y  ])UHlged. 

By  virtue  of  this  act  the  President  of  the  United  Stiites  did,  shortly 
after  its  passage,  appoint  Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  agent 
for  recovering  the  funds  in  England;  which  was  accordingly  done  by 
a  decree  of  the  English  court  of  chancery;  and  on  the  1st  of  September, 
1838,  the  sum  of  ^508,315. 40  was  dejwsited,  in  gold,  at  the  mint  of 
the  United  Stativs  at  Philadelphia,  l)cing  the  x)roceeds  then  recovered 
of  the  bequest;  a  further  sum  having  b(».en  reserved  ])y  the  English 
court  of  chancery  for  the  i)ayment  of  a  life  annuity  to  the  mother  of 
Henry  James  Ilungerford. 

By  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  7,  1838,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United  States  at 
West  Point  for  the  vear  1838,  it  was  enacted — 

That  all  the  money  arisinjr  from  the  bequest  of  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  Lon- 
don, for  the  i)ur])OHe  of  founding  at  Washington,  in  this  Di8tri(?t,  an  institution  to  lie 
denominated  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  whi(^h  may  Ix^  pai<l  into  the  Treasury,  is 
hereby  appropriated,  and  shall  l)o  invested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Prt^sident  of  the  Unite<l  States,  in  stoc^lcH  of  States,  l)earing  interest 
at  not  less  tliau  five  iwr  ccutiun  i>er  annum;  whieh  said  stocks  shall  1x3  hel<l  by  the 
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said  Secretary,  iu  trubt,  for  the  uses  specified  iii  the  last  will  aiid  testament  of  said 
Smithson,  until  provision  is  made  by  law  for  carrying  the  purpose  of  said  bequest 
into  effect;  and  that  the  annual  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  aforesaid  shall  be  in 
like  manner  invested  for  the  benefit  of  said  Institution. 

Under  this  authority,  thus  granted  before  the  money  was  received 
into  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did,  on  the  4th  of 
September,  1838,  invest  $499,500  by  the  purchase  of  500  bonds  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas  for  $1,000  each,  bearing  6  per  cent  interest,  payable 
semiannually  on  the  1st  of  January  and  July  of  each  year,  from  the 
said  4th  of  September;  and  the  further  sum  of  $8,270.67  was  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  eight  bonds  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  bearing  6  per 
cent  interest,  payable  semiannually  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January 
and  July  from  the  1st  of  May,  1838;  the  interest  on  all  these  bonds 
being  payable  at  the  city  of  New  York. 

By  these  transactions  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  United  States 
became  creditors  of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  of  Michigan  to  the 
amount  of  the  purchase  of  their  respective  bonds,  and  made  themselves 
responsible  to  the  Smithsonian  fund  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  said  bonds;  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
having  been  already  pledged  for  the  faithful  application  of  the  fund 
itself  to  the  purposes  of  the  testator — the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  a  message  to  both  Houses  of  the  6th  of  December,  1838,  informed 
them  that  the  act  of  the  1st  of  July,  1836,  to  enable  the  Executive  to 
assert  and  prosecute  with  effect  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the 
legacy  bequeathed  to  them  by  James  Smithson,  had  received  its  entire 
execution;  and  that  the  amount  recovered  and  paid  into  the  Treasury 
having,  agreeably  to  an  act  of  the  preceding  session,  been  invested  in 
State  stocks,  he  deemed  it  proper  to  invite  the  attention  of  Congress 
to  the  obligation  devolving  upon  the  United  States  to  fulfill  the  object 
of  the  bequest.  He  added  that  in  order  to  obtain  such  information 
as  might  serve  to  facilitate  its  attainment  the  Secretary  of  State  had 
been  directed  to  apply  to  persons  versed  in  science  and  familiar  with 
the  subject  of  public  education  for  their  views  as  to  the  mode  of  dispos- 
ing of  the  fund  best  calculated  to  meet  the  intention  of  the  testator 
and  prove  most  beneficial  to  mankind.  Copies  of  the  circular  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  the  answers  to  it  received  at  that  Depart- 
ment, were  communicated  with  the  message  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress;  and  for  the  whole  correspondence  this  committee  respect- 
fully refer  the  House  to  document  No.  11  of  the  Executive  documents 
of  the  Third  session  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Congress. 

On  the  following  day  (the  7th  of  December,  1838)  another  message 
was  transmitted  by  the  President  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  reports  from  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the  Treasury,  in 
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compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  9th  of  July  preced- 
ing, requesting  the  President  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  all 
such  communications,  documents,  etc.,  in  the  possession  of  the  Execu- 
tive, or  which  could  be  obtained,  as  should  elucidate  the  origin,  prog- 
ress, and  consummation  of  the  process  by  which  the  Smithsonian 
bequest  had  been  recovered,  and  whatever  might  be  connected  with 
the  subject.  For  this  message  and  accompanying  documents  the  com- 
mittee refer  the  House  to  No.  10  of  the  Executive  documents  of  the 
last  session. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  1838,  these  two  messages,  of  the  6th  and 
7th  of  that  month,  were  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  the  House, 
which  proceeded  at  sundry  meetings  to  consider  and  discuss  the 
principles  upon  which  it  might  be  desirable  to  establish  the  foundation 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  so  as  best  to  fulfill  the  benevolent  pur- 
pose of  the  testator;  to  return,  by  the  most  effective  acknowledgment, 
the  signal  honor  done  to  our  country  and  her  institutions  by  the  com- 
mitment of  this  great  and  most  honorable  trust  to  the  United  States 
of  America;  to  prove  them  worthy  of  that  trust  by  the  dignity,  dis- 
interestedness, and  propriety  of  all  their  provisions  for  the  disposal 
of  the  funds;  and  finally  to  organize  an  establishment  which  by  its 
ultimate  results  would  in  the  impartial  judgment  of  mankind,  our 
own  contemporaries,  and  of  future  ages,  at  once  accomplish  the  glori- 
ous purpose  of  the  testator — the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men,  and  justify  to  the  eyes  of  posterity  the  confidence 
reposed  in  these  United  States  by  the  testator  in  selecting  them  for 
his  agents  and  trustees  to  accomplish,  when  he  should  be  no  more  on 
earth,  his  great  design  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  man. 

A  variety  of  projects  for  disposing  of  the  funds  had  been  presented 
by  individuals,  in  memorials  to  the  House,  which  were  referred  to  the 
committee  for  consideration.  No  one  of  them  appeared  to  the  com- 
mittee adapted  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  the  testator.  They  gen- 
erally contemplated  the  establishment  of  a  school,  college,  or  university. 
They  proposed  expenditures  absorbing  in  the  erection  of  buildings 
the  capital  of  the  fund  itself  or  a  very  large  portion  of  it,  leaving 
little  or  nothing  to  be  invested  as  a  perpetual  annuity  for  future  and 
continual  appropriations,  contributing  to  the  improvement  of  future 
ages  as  well  as  of  the  present  generation;  and  in  most  of  the  projects 
there  might  be  perceived  purposes  of  personal  accoiiunodation  and 
emolument  to  the  projector  more  adapted  to  the  promotion  of  his  own 
interest  than  to  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

The  committee  from  the  earliest  of  their  meetings  had  agreed  that 
in  the  report  to  be  made  to  the  House  it  should  be  recommended  that 
no  part  of  the  funds  should  be  applied  to  the  establishment  or  support 
of  any  school,  college,  university,  or  ecclesiastical  establishment. 
They  had  also  agreed  to  recommend  as  a  fundamental  principle  for  the 
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organization  of  the  institution  and  the  management  of  its  funds  that 
the  capital  amount  of  the  bequest  should  be  preserved  entire  and  unim- 
paired, so  invested  as  to  yield  an  income  of  6  per  cent  a  year,  which 
income  only  should  be  annually  appropriated  by  Congress  and  a  con- 
siderable portion  even  of  those  appropriations  be  constituted  as  funds 
from  the  interest  of  which  expenditures  applicable  to  the  purposes  of 
the  bequest  might  be  provided  for,  and  the  capital  of  the  bequest 
itself  be  annually  rather  increased  than  diminished. 

While  the  committee  of  the  House  were  engaged  in  deliberating 
upon  the  means  of  carrying  into  effect  these  principles  by  special 
enactment,  to  be  proposed  in  their  report,  on  the  12th  of  January, 
1839,  the  subject  was  taken  up  for  consideration  by  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  At  the  motion  of  a  distinguished  member  of  that  body 
the  following  joint  resolution  was  adopted: 

Renolved  by  the  Senate  (the  House  of  Representatives  concurring) ,  That  a  joint  commit- 
tee be  appointed,  consisting  of  seven  members  of  the  Senate,  and  such  a  nmnber  of 
said  House  as  they  shall  appoint,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing  an  instita- 
tion  of  learning,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Washington,  for  the  application  of 
the  legac*y  Ijequeathed  by  James  Smithson,  of  London,  to  the  United  States,  in  trust 
for  that  purpose;  also,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  a  charter  for  such  institution, 
together  with  the  powers  and  privileges  which,  in  their  opinion,  the  said  charter 
ought  to  confer;  also,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  ways  and  means  to  be  provided 
by  Congress,  other  than  said  legacy,  but  in  addition  thereto,  and  in  aid  of  said  benevo- 
lent intention;  and  to  report  by  bill  or  bills  in  the  premises. 

This  resolution  superseded  at  once  all  that  had  been  done  by  the 
House  and  its  committee  upon  the  two  message^s  of  the  President  of 
the  Oth  and  7th  of  December,  1838.  It  contemplated  an  institution  of 
learning  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  establishment  of  which  should 
not  only  absorb  the  whole  fund  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Smithson,  but  large 
appropriations  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  nation. 

In  deference,  however,  and  courtesy  to  the  Senate,  the  House  imme- 
diately concurred  in  their  resolution;  and  the  same  members  to  whom, 
as  a  select  committee  of  the  House,  the  two  messages  of  the  President 
had  been  referred,  were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  pai*t  of  the 
House  under  the  joint  resolution. 

Several  meetings  of  the  joint  committee  were  held  and  some  discus- 
sion was  entertained;  but  the  propositions  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate  were  so  widely  at  variance  with  the 
principles  upon  which  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  had 
previously  agreed  that  it  soon  became  apparent  that  further  joint 
deliberation  offered  no  prospect  of  a  result  in  which  both  committees 
would  concur.  The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  was  notified 
that  the  chairman  of  the  Senate's  committee  was  authorized  by  them 
to  propose  any  measure  on  their  part  which  he  might  deem  proper, 
and  to  agree  to  any  joint  report  in  which  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  House  might  concur. 
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On  the  26th  of  January,  1839,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  by  their  direction,  reported  to  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Reiolvedj  That  the  sum  of dollars,  being  the  amount  deposited  in  the  Treas- 

ory  of  the  United  States,  proceeding  from  the  bequest  of  James  Smilhson  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  an  insti- 
tution to  bear  his  name,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men, 
together  with  what  additional  sum  or  sums  may  hereafter  accrue  from  the  same 
bequest,  and  so  much  of  the  interest  as  has  become,  or  may  become  due  on  the  first- 
named  principal  siun,  until  the day  of ,  ought  to  be  constituted  a  perma- 
nent fund,  to  be  invested  in  a  corporate  body  of  trustees,  to  remain,  under  the  pledge 
of  faith  of  the  United  States,  undiminished  and  unimpaired. 

Reaolvedy  That  the  said  fund  ought  so  to  be  invested  that  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  pledged  for  its  preservation,  unimpaired,  and  for  its  yielding  an 
interest  or  income  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  a  year,  to  be  appropriated  from  time  to 
time,  by  Congress,  to  the  declared  purpose  of  the  founder;  and  that  all  appropria- 
tions so  made  shall  be  exclusively  from  the  interest  or  income  of  the  fund,  and  not 
from  any  part  of  the  principal  thereof. 

Beaolved,  Tliat  the  first  appropriations  from  the  interest  or  income  of  the  Smith- 
sonian fund  ought  to  be  for  the  erection  and  establishment,  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, of  an  astronomical  observatory,  provideil  with  the  best  and  most  approved 
instruments  and  books,  for  the  continual  observation,  calculation,  and  recording  of 
the  remarkable  phenomena  of  the  heavens,  for  the  periodical  publication  of  the 
observations  thus  made,  and  of  a  nautical  almanac,  for  the  use  of  the  mariners  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  all  other  navigating  nations. 

These  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid  on  the  table 
for  consideration. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1839,  the  following  resolutions  were  sub- 
mitted by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to 
the  joint  committee  for  consideration: 

1.  Resolved.  That  the  education  of  the  chiMren  and  vonth  of  these  United  States 
has  for  its  object,  not  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowle<lge  among  men,  but  the 
endowment  of  individuals  of  ]K)th  sexes  with  ut^eful  knowledge  already  acquired,  and 
suited  to  their  renptH'tive  (conditions. 

2.  That  the  dwlared  object  of  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States 
of  America  being  the  foundation,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  of  an  i^tablishment  "for 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  no  appropriation  of  any  part  of 
the  fund  to  the  purpose  of  educating  the  children  or  youth  of  these  United  States 
would  fulfill  the  intent  of  the  t<«tator. 

3.  That  the  education  of  the  children  of  these  United  States  is  a  duty  of  solenm 
and  indispensable  o])ligati()n  incuinl)ent  upon  their  parents  and  guardians,  not  for 
the  incre,a»t».  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  but  to  qualify  them  for  the^ 
enjoyment  of  their  rights,  and  the  performance  of  their  duties  throughout  life. 

4.  That  the  United  States  of  America,  having,  by  their  Congress,  accepted  as  a 
tnist  a  large  and  liljeral  Ixjquest  from  a  foreigner,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men,  and  having  pledged  their  faith  for  the  application  of  the 
proceeds  of  that  l)equest  to  the  declared  purpose  of  the  testator,  would  neither  fulfill 
that  purpose  nor  redeem  their  pledge,  by  appropriating  a  fund,  devised  for  the 
benefit  of  mankind,  to  the  education  of  their  own  children. 

5.  Remlvedj  thereforef  That  no  part  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  ought  to  be  a])plied  to 
the  education  of  the  children  or  youth  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  any  school,  college, 
university,  or  institute  of  education. 
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After  the  meetings  of  the  joint  committee  had  ceased,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  by  virtue  of  the  authority 
given  him  by  his  colleagues,  presented  to  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  House  counter  resolutions,  disapproving  of  the  application  of 
any  part  of  the  Smithsonian  funds  to  the  establishment  of  an  astro- 
nomical observatory,  and  urging  the  application  of  them  to  the  founda- 
tion of  a  university  or  institution  of  learning. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  on  the 
13th  of  February,  1839,  the  above  resolutions,  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  joint  conunittee  on  the  6th,  were  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  members  present  at  the  meeting. 

As  it  was  thus  ascertained  that  the  views  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Senate's  committee  could  neither  obtain  the  assent  of  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  House,  nor  be  conformable  to  theirs,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  chairman  of  the  Senate's  committee  should  prepare  a  bill 
which  he  would  wish  to  have  reported,  and  that  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House  should  also  cause  to  be  prepared  a  bill  presenting 
the  principles  upon  which  they  had  agreed,  and  that  both  the  bills 
should  be  reported  together  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  for  considera- 
tion. The  two  bills  were  accordingly  reported  to  both  Houses:  To 
the  House  on  the  16th  of  February,  1839,  where  they  were  twice  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  They  are  numbered  1160  and  1161  among  the  bills  of  the 
House  of  the  last  session,  but  from  the  lateness  of  the  time  when  they 
were  reported,  and  the  pressure  of  other  indispensable  or  more  urgent 
business,  they  were  not  taken  up  for  consideration  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  remained  without  further  action  of  the  House  upon 
either  of  them  at  the  close  of  the  session. 

The  bill  prepared  by  the  chairman  of  the  joint  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  was  taken  up  in  that  body  on  the  25th  of  February 
and  after  full  debate,  by  a  vote  of  20  to  15,  laid  on  the  table.  On 
the  19th  and  20th  of  February,  the  Senator  who  had  been  the  chair- 
man of  the  joint  committee  introduced  in  the  Senate  a  resolution  to 
authorize  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  the  city  of  Washington  to 
prepare  a  plan  of  an  institution,  to  be  called  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, and  to  report  the  same  to  the  Senate  at  the  next  session,  which 
resolution  was,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1839,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  prepared  by  direction  of  the  joint  committee  on  the  pai*t  of 
the  House,  and  reported  to  both  Houses,  was  never  acted  upon  by  the 
Senate.  The  bill  referred  to  this  committee  was  nearly  a  transcript 
from  it,  and  embraces  the  principles  deemed  by  the  committee  of  the 
House,  which  at  the  last  session  reported  the  bill,  of  primary  import- 
ance for  the  organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  the  man- 
ner the  most  effective  for  accomplishing  the  purposes  of  the  testator. 

The  first  of  these  principles  is,  that  the  capital  sum  of  the  Smithso- 
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nian  fund  should  be  preserved  entire  and  unimpaired,  invested  in  such 
manner  as  to  secure  a  yearly  income  of  6  per  c-ent,  and  a  perpetual 
annuity  for  yearly  appropriation  for  all  future  time.  The  reasons  for 
this  are  so  obvious  and  so  urgent,  that  it  was  scarcely  to  be  anticipated 
they  would  meet  with  any  deliberate  opposition.  The  object  of  the 
testator's  bequest  is  as  comprehensive  as  the  human  mind,  and  as 
durable  as  the  existence  of  the  race  of  man  upon  earth.  The  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  is,  in  its  nature,  progressive  to  the  end  of 
time.  An  institution  which  should  exhaust  in  its  first  establishment 
and  organization  the  whole,  or  the  principal  part  of  the  bequest,  would 
necessarily  be  confined  within  limits  exceedingly  narrow,  compared 
with  the  vast  design  of  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge.  It  would 
also,  as  may  be  concluded  from  uniform  experience,  be  unable  for  any 
long  series  of  years  to  sustain  itself,  but  would  gradually  sink  into 
insignificance  and  apathy,  or  require  continual  support  from  public 
or  private  munificence.  The  Smithsonian  fund  exceeds  half  a  million 
of  dollars;  by  investing  it  safely,  under  the  guaranty  of  the  nation's 
faith,  to  yield  a  yearly  income  of  6  per  cent,  it  places  at  the  disposal  of 
Congress  a  sum  of  more  than  $30,000  to  be  applied  every  year  to  any 
object  promotive  of  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge.  The 
means  of  attaining  this  end  will,  from  the  very  progressive  nature  of 
knowledge,  vary  from  time  to  time.  Knowledge,  in  her  progress  over 
the  world  of  mind,  pours,  like  the  father  of  the  floods,  her  waters  into 
the  ocean  of  time,  swollen  by  the  tributary  accession  of  unnumbered 
streams. 

This  was  among  the  principal  considerations,  connecting  the  first  of 
these  fundamental  principles  with  the  second — that  no  part  of  the 
Smithsonian  fund,  principal  or  interest,  shall  be  applied  to  any  school, 
college,  university,  institute  of  education,  or  ecclesiastical  establishment. 

There  are  in  these  United  States  95  universities  and  colleges,  besides 
high  schools,  academies,  and  common  schools  without  number.  The 
object  of  all  these  institutions  is  one  and  the  same — education  from 
infancy  to  manhood.  The  subjects  of  instruction  are  all  the  depart- 
ments of  human  science,  from  the  primer  and  the  spelling  book  to  the 
theory  of  infinites  and  the  mechanism  of  the  heavens.  They  are  vari- 
ously graduated  and  adapted  to  the  capacities  and  wants  of  the 
expanding  mind,  from  the  moment  when  the  child  becomes  capable  of 
receiving  instruction  to  the  full  formation  of  adult  age,  and  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  citizen  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  active  life, 
and  the  exercise  of  the  faculties  thus  acquired  for  the  benefit  of  the 
individual  himself  and  of  his  fellow-creatures  in  the  social  relations  of 
life.  The  ultimate  object  of  them  all  is  instruction — the  communica- 
tion of  knowledge  already  possessed — and  not  the  disco veiy  of  new 
truths  or  the  invention  of  new  instruments  for  the  enlargement  of 
human  power.     This  was  evidently  the  purpose  of  Mr.  Smithson;  and 
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this  the  committee  of  the  House,  which  reported  their  bill  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  unanimously  believed  to  be  entirely  distinct  from 
that  of  the  establishment  of  any  institution  whatever  devoted  to  the 
education  of  children  or  of  youth. 

In  this  point  of  view  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Smithson  assumed,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  an  interest  of  the  highest  order  peculiar  to 
itself,  most  happily  adapted  to  the  character  of  our  republican  institu- 
tions, and  destined,  if  administered  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was 
bestowed,  to  command  the  grateful  acclamations  of  future  ages  and  to 
illuminate  the  path  of  man  upon  earth  with  rays  of  knowledge  still 
gathering  with  the  revolving  lapse  of  time. 

They  believed  that  an  institute  of  learning  for  education  in  the  city 
of  Washington  was  in  no  wise  needed,  there  being  already  there  a  col- 
lege with  a  charter  from  Congress,  founded  at  great  expense,  provided 
with  all  the  apparatus  for  scientific  instruction,  furnished  with  learned, 
skillful,  and  assiduous  professors  and  teachers  in  every  department  of 
university  studies,  and  yet  scarcely  able  to  sustain  its  own  existence. 
In  the  adjoining  town  of  Georgetown  there  is  also  a  college,  and  there 
is,  perhaps,  no  part  of  the  United  States  where  there  is  less  occasion 
for  the  institution  of  a  new  university  or  college.  By  the  express 
terms  of  the  bequest  the  Smithsonian  Institution  must  be  located  at 
the  city  of  Washington.  A  new  university  here  could  not  fail  either 
to  prove  useless  itself  or  to  destroy  the  existing  college  and  materially 
to  injure  the  neighboring  college  at  Georgetown. 

If,  indeed,  an  institution  of  learning  were  a  suitable  object  for  the 
application  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  it  would  doubtless  be  practicable 
to  ingraft  the  existing  Columbian  College  upon  it  and  thereby,  instead 
of  affecting  injuriously  its  interests  and  prospects,  to  enlarge  its  sphere 
of  usefulness  and  relieve  it  at  the  same  time  from  the  embarrassment 
under  which  it  labora.  But  while  it  would  be  manifestly  unjust  to 
that  college  to  establish  in  its  immediate  vicinity  a  rival  institution 
more  richly  endowed  from  foreign  funds,  it  might  be  deemed  an  appli- 
cation not  less  exceptionable  of  those  funds  to  the  relief  or  assistance 
of  one  particular  establishment  in  this  city,  narrowing  down  the  gen- 
eral purpose  of  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge  among  men  to 
the  special  benefit  and  emolument  of  one  overburdened  seminary  of 
learning. 

Among  the  reasons  for  discarding  all  institutions  of  education  from 
the  purview  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  the  committee  of  the  House 
at  the  last  session  were  not  insensible  to  the  considemtion  that  the 
acceptance  of  a  becjuest,  coupled  with  a  trust  for  the  increase  and  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  among  men,  by  the  United  States  of  America, 
imported  a  career  of  action  in  the  execution  of  the  trust  more  compre- 
hensive in  its  object,  more  extensive  in  its  design,  and  therefore  more 
appropriate  for  the  exercise  of  national  powers  than  the  mere  educa- 
tion of  children. 
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The  education  of  children  is,  in  all  civilized  and  Christian  communi- 
ties, in  the  first  instance,  a  solemn  and  imperative  duty  of  their 
parents.  It  stands  in  the  first  i*ank  of  domestic  and  family  duties; 
and  so  far  as  it  connects  itself  with  social  relations  and  becomes  a 
subject  of  legislation  it  belongs  to  that  class  of  interests  and  concerns 
which,  under  our  complicated  system  of  government,  are  considered 
as  exclusively  confined  to  the  authorities  of  the  separate  States. 
Whether  Congress  possess,  under  the  Constitution,  the  power  to 
establish  a  national  university  is  at  least  a  matter  of  doubt;  and 
although  they  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  whatever  over 
the  District  of  Coluni])ia,  in  which  the  city  of  Washington  is  situated, 
yet  an  institute*,  of  learning  coextensive  only  with  the  District  of 
Columbia  must  necessarily  be  confined,  in  all  its  administrations,  as 
much  within  that  District  as  the  universities  and  colleges  within  the 
seveml  States  are  limited  hy  their  respective  jurisdictions.  Nor  did 
it  seem  to  the  committee  altogether  consistent  with  the  self-respect  of 
a  great  confederated  nation  to  receive  from  the  hands  of  a  foreigner 
a  liberal  fund  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  through- 
out the  world  of  man,  and  apply  it  to  the  schooling  of  their  own 
children. 

The  peculiar  expressions  used  by  the  testator  himself,  in  the  indica- 
tion of  the  ultimate*  result  of  his  purpose,  and  the  selection  of  his 
trustee,  concur  in  confirming  this  view  of  the  subject.  Had  it  been 
his  intention  to  found  a  college  or  university  for  the  pui-poses  of  edu- 
cation, it  scH»ms  impossible  that  he  should  have  avoided  the  use  of 
words  necessarily  importing  them.  The  words  school,  college,  uni- 
versity, institution  of  learning,  would  have  been  those  most  appropri- 
ate to  the  specification  of  his  design;  and  it  is  not  imaginable  that, 
having  such  an  intention,  he  should  studiously  have  avoided  the  use  of 
every  word  most  appropriate  for  its  designation.  The  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men  present  neither  the  idea  of  knowl- 
edge already  acquired  to  be  taught,  nor  of  childhood  or  youth  to  be 
instructed;  but  of  new  discovery;  of  progress  in  the  march  of  the 
human  mind;  of  accession  to  the  moral,  intellectual,  and  physical 
powers  of  the  human  race;  of  dissemination  throughout  the  inhabited 
glo])e. 

And  if  education  had  been  his  design,  why  should  he  have  selected 
the  city  of  Washington  for  the  seat  of  his  institute,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  for  his  trustees?  In  the  land  of  his  nativity  there 
were  children  and  youth  needing  and  destitute  of  the  blessings  of  edu- 
cation, in  multitudes  far  exceeding  those  which  might  have  been 
found  in  the  city  of  Washington  or  throughout  the  North  American 
Union.  In  the  land  of  his  habitation  and  of  his  decease  there  swarmed 
around  him,  ever  present  to  his  eyes,  numberless  children  and  minors, 
to  whom  an  institute  of  learning  would  have  been  far  more  beneficial 
H.  Doc.  732 13 
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than  it  could  possibly  be  to  the  children  of  the  city  of  Washington  or 
of  the  whole  United  States.  Mr.  Smithson  had  no  personal  relations 
with  this  country;  he  had  never  visited  its  shores;  nor  from  the  pro- 
visions of  his  will,  nor  from  anything  that  has  been  ascertained  of  his 
life,  does  it  appear  that  he  was  ever  intimate,  or  even  acquainted,  with 
any  one  native  citizen  of  this  Union.  Why,  then,  should  he  devote 
the  whole  of  an  ample  fortune  to  the  education  of  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  children  in  a  hemisphere  distant  from  that  in  which 
he  was  born,  had  lived,  and  was  to  die,  and  with  which  he  could  have 
no  sympathy  other  than  that  of  a  conmion  nature  and  common  princi- 
ples of  moral  and  political  truth? 

Mr.  Smithson's  bequest  was  not  to  the  city  of  Washington,  but  to 
the  United  States  of  America.  His  reasons  for  fixing  the  seat  of  his 
institution  at  Washington  obviously  was  that  there  is  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States;  and  there  the  Congress,  by  whose  legis- 
lation, and  the  Executive,  through  whose  agency,  the  trust  committed 
to  the  honor,  intelligence,  and  good  faith  of  the  nation,  is  to  be  ful- 
filled. The  peculiar  powers  by  which  Congress  is  enabled  to  dis- 
charge this  trust  in  all  its  magnitude  are  vested  in  them  by  their 
authority  of  exclusive  legislation  over  the  District  of  Columbia;  but, 
in  the  execution  of  the  trust,  the  obligation  incumbent  upon  them  by 
the  will  of  the  testator,  and  by  their  recorded  pledge  of  the  nation's 
faith,  is  so  to  organize  and  so  to  superintend  the  conduct  of  the  insti- 
tution as  to  spread  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  it  not  only  over 
the  whole  surface  of  this  Union,  but  throughout  the  civilized  world. 

The  Smithsonian  fund  appeared  to  the  committee  of  the  House, 
which  at  the  last  session  reported  the  bill,  equivalent  to  a  considerable 
yearly  donation  to  the  United  States  to  be  expended  in  furnishing  the 
means  and  in  rewarding  the  accomplishment  of  new  discoveries  and 
inventions  throughout  the  whole  range  of  science  and  of  art.  The 
specific  means  of  attaining  directly  or  indirectly  this  end  are  as  various 
as  the  arts  and  sciences  themselves,  and  as  prolific  as  the  imagination 
of  man.  Among. the  many  establishments  which  were  suggested  to 
them,  or  which  occurred  to  their  own  consideration,  which  would  be 
strictly  included  within  the  express  language  of  the  will  and  the 
undoubted  intention  of  the  testator,  that  upon  which  they  rested  as 
first  deserving,  and  for  a  succession  of  several  years,  the  application 
of  the  annual  income  of  the  fund,  was  an  astronomical  observatory  of 
the  most  enlarged  and  liberal  character,  with  provisions  for  the  most 
effective  continual  observation  of  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens;  for 
the  actual  calculations  and  periodical  publication  of  the  results  of  those 
observations,  and  for  affording  to  the  navigators  of  our  own  and  of 
all  other  maritime  nations  our  contribution  of  all  the  facilities  which 
the  detected  secrets  of  the  starry  universe  can  furnish  to  the  wander- 
ing pilgrim  of  this  sublunary  sphere.  It  was  not  the  intention  or 
expectation  of  the  committee  that  the  appropriations  from  the  Smith- 
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sonian  fund  should  be  confined  exclusively  to  this  object.  Far  other- 
wise; the  improvement  of  all  the  arts  and  sciences  was  embraced  in  the 
letter  and  in  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Smithson's  bequest;  and  that  was  one  of 
the  principal  reasons  which  induced  the  committee  to  recommend,  as  a 
fundamental  principal  for  the  organization  and  conduct  of  the  institu- 
tion, that  perpetuity  and  a  regular  income  should  be  irrevocably 
secured  to  the  fund  and  yearly  appropriations  made  only  from  the 
accruing  income.  A  botanical  garden,  a  cabinet  of  natural  history,  a 
museum  of  mineralogy,  conchology,  or  geology,  a  general  accumulating 
library — all  institutions  of  which  there  are  numerous  examples  among 
the  civilized  Christian  nations,  and  of  most  of  which  our  own  country 
is  not  entirely  destitute;  all  are  undoubtedly  included  within  the  com- 
prehensive grasp  of  Mr.  Smithson's  design;  all  may  receive  in  turn, 
and  with  progressive  utility  and  power,  liberal  contributions  from  the 
continually  growing  income  of  the  trust.  Nor  did  the  conunittee 
believe  that  the  moral  or  political  sciences,  the  philosophy  of  lan- 
guage, the  natural  history  of  speech,  the  grac-es  of  polite  literature, 
the  mechanic  or  the  liberal  arts,  were  to  be  excluded  from  the  benefits 
prepared  for  posterity  by  the  perpetuation  of  this  fund.  Whatever 
personal  preference  Mr.  Smithson  may,  during  his  life,  have  enter- 
tained for  the  cultivation  of  the  natural  sciences,  no  such  preference 
encumbers  his  bequest  or  is  indicated  by  his  will.  It  is  knowledge, 
the  source  of  all  human  wisdom  and  of  all  beneficent  power;  knowl- 
edge, as  far  transcending  the  postulated  lever  of  Archimedes  as  the 
universe  transcends  this  speck  of  earth  upon  its  face;  knowledge,  the 
attribute  of  Omnipotence,  of  which  man  alone  in  the  physical  and 
material  world  is  permitted  to  participate;  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  which  among  men  is  the  result  to  which  the  ample  fortune  of  Mr. 
Smithson  is  devoted,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  which  he  selects 
the  United  States  of  America  as  his  trustees  and  their  National  Gov- 
ernment as  his  agents.  Let  not,  then,  any  branch  or  department  of 
human  knowledge  be  excluded  from  its  equitable  share  of  this  bene- 
faction. But  it  is  believed  that  no  one  science  deserves  or  requires 
the  immediate  application  of  the  accrued  and  acx^Tuing  income  of  tha-J 
fund  so  urgently  as  practical  astronomy. 

The  express  object  of  an  observatory  is  the  increase  of  knowledge 
by  new  discovery.  The  physical  relations  between  the  finnament  of 
heaven  and  the  globe  allotted  by  the  Creator  of  all  to  be  the  abode  of 
man  are  discoverable  only  by  the  organ  of  the  eye.  Many  of  these 
relations  are  indispensable  to  the  existence  of  human  life,  and  perhaps 
of  the  earth  itself.  Who  can  conceive  the  idea  of  a  world  without  a 
sun  but  must  connect  with  it  the  extinction  of  light  and  heat,  of  all 
animal  life,  of  all  vegetation  and  production,  leaving  the  lifeless  clod 
of  matter  to  return  to  the  primitive  state  of  chaos  or  to  be  consumed 
by  elemental  fire?    The  influence  of  the  moon,  of  the  planets,  our  next 
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door  neighbors  of  the  solar  system,  of  the  fixed  stars,  scattered  over 
the  blue  expanse  in  multitudes  exceeding  the  power  of  human  compu- 
tation, and  at  distances  of  which  imagination  herself  can  foiTu  no  dis- 
tinct conception;  the  influence  of  all  these  upon  the  globe  which  we 
inhabit,  and  upon  the  condition  of  man,  its  dying  and  deathless  inhab- 
itant, IS  great  and  mysterious,  and  in  the  search  for  final  causes  to  a 
great  degree  inscrutable  to  his  finite  and  limited  faculties.  The  extent 
to  which  they  arc  discoverable  is  and  must  remain  unknown;  but  to 
the  vigilance  of  a  sleepless  eye,  to  the  toil  of  a  tireless  hand,  and  to  the 
meditations  of  a  thinking,  combining,  and  analyzing  mind  secrets  are 
successively  revealed,  not  only  of  the  deepest  import  to  the  welfare  of 
man  in  his  earthly  career,  but  which  seem  to  lift  him  from  the  earth 
to  the  threshold  of  his  eternal  abode,  to  lead  him  blindfold  up  to  the 
council  chamber  of  Omnipotence,  and  there,  stripping  the  bandage 
from  his  eyes,  bid  him  look  undazzled  at  the  throne  of  God. 

In  the  history  of  the  human  species  (so  far  as  it  is  known  to  us), 
astronomical  observation  was  one  of  the  first  objects  of  pursuit  for  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge.  In  the  first  chapter  of  the  Sacred  Volume 
we  are  told  that,  in  the  process  of  creation,  ''God  said,  let  there  be 
lights  in  the  firmament  of  the  heavens,  to  divide  the  day  from  the 
night;  and  let  them  be  for  signs,  and  for  seasons,  and  for  days  and 
years."  By  the  special  appointment,  then,  of  the  Creator,  they  wei'e 
made  the  standards  for  the  measurement  of  time  upon  earth.  They 
were  made  for  more;  not  only  for  seasons,  for  days,  and  years — but 
for  signs.  Signs  of  what?  It  may  be  that  the  word  in  this  passage 
has  reference  to  the  signs  of  the  Egyptian  zodiac,  to  mark  the  succes- 
sion of  solar  months;  or  it  may  indicate  a  more  latent  connectioii 
between  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  of  the  nature  of  judicial  astrology. 
The^e  relations  are  not  only  apparent  to  the  most  superficial  observa- 
tion of  man,  ])ut  many  of  them  remain  inexhaustible  funds  of  successive 
discovery — perhaps  as  long  as  the  continued  existence  of  man  upon 
earth.  What  an  unknown  world  of  mind,  for  example,  is  yet  teeming 
in  the  womb  of  time,  to  be  revealed  in  tracing  the  causes  of  the  sym- 
pathy between  the  magnet  and  the  pole — that  unseen,  immaterial  spirit, 
which  walks  with  us  through  the  most  entangled  forests,  over  the  most 
interminable  wilderness,  and  across  every  region  of  the  pathless  deep, 
by  day,  by  night,  in  the  calm  serene  of  a  cloudless  sky,  and  in  the 
howling  of  the  hurricane  or  the  typhoon.  Who  can  witness  the  move- 
ments of  that  tremulous  needle,  poised  upon  its  center,  still  tending 
to  the  polar  star,  but  obedient  to  His  distant  hand,  armed  with  a  metailio 
guide,  round  every  point  of  the  compass,  at  the  fiat  of  His  will,  without 
feeling  a  thrill  of  amazement  approaching  to  superstition?  The  dis- 
covery of  the  attractive  power  of  the  magnet  was  made  before  the 
invention  of  the  alphabet  or  the  age  of  hieroglyphics.  No  record  of 
the  event  is  found  upon  the  annals  of  human  history ;  but  seven  hun- 
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dred  years  have  scarcely  passed  away  since  its  polarity  was  first  known 
to  the  civilized  European  man.  It  was  by  observation  of  the  ix^riodical 
revolution  of  the  earth  in  her  orbit  round  the  sun,  compared  with  her 
daily  revolution  round  her  axis,  that  was  disclosed  the  fact  that  hei* 
annual  period  was  composed  of  865  of  her  daily  revolutions,  or,  in 
other  words,  that  the  year  was  composed  of  365  days;  but  the  shep- 
herds of  Egypt,  watching  their  flocks  by  night,  could  not  but  observe 
the  movements  of  the  dog  star — next  to  the  sun,  the  most  brilliant  of 
the  luminaries  of  heaven.  They  worshiped  that  star  as  a  god;  and 
losing  sight  of  him  for  about  forty  days  every  year,  during  his  con- 
junction with  the  sun,  they  watched  with  intense  anxiety  for  his 
reappearance  in  the  sky,  and  with  that  day  commenced  their  year.  By 
this  practice,  it  failed  not  soon  to  be  found  that,  although  the  reap- 
pearance of  the  star,  for  three  successive  yeai*s,  was  at  the  end  of  365 
days,  it  would  on  the  fourth  year  be  delayed  one  day  longer;  and  after 
repeated  observation  of  this  phenomenon,  they  added  six  hours  to  the 
computed  duration  of  the  year,  and  established  the  canicular  period 
of  four  years,  consisting  of  1,461  days.  It  was  not  until  the  days  of 
Julius  Caesar  that  this  computation  of  time  was  adopted  in  the  Roman 
calendar;  and  fifteen  centuries  from  that  time  had  elapsed  l)efore  the 
yearly  celebration  of  the  Christian  paschal  festivals,  founded  upon  the 
Passover  of  the  Levitical  law,  revealed  the  fa<*t  that  tlie  annual  revo- 
lution of  the  earth,  in  her  orbit  round  the  sun,  is  not  precisely  of  365 
days  and  one-quarter,  but  of  between  11  and  12  minutes  less;  and  thus 
the  duration  of  the  year  was  ascertained,  as  a  measure  of  time,  to  an 
accuracy  of  three  or  four  seconds,  more  or  less — a  mistake  which 
would  s<»rcelv  amount  to  one  day  in  20,000  vears. 

It  is,  then,  to  the  siicx^essive  discoveries  of  persevering  astronomical 
observation  through  a  i^eriod  of  fifty  centuries  that  we  are  indebted 
for  a  fixed  and  permanent  standard  for  the  measurement  of  time. 
And  by  the  same  science  has  man  acquired,  so  far  as  he  possesses  it,  a 
standard  for  the  me^usurement  of  space.  A  standard  for  the  measure- 
ment of  the  dimensions  and  distances  of  the  fixed  stars  from  ourselves 
is  yet  to  be  found;  and,  if  ever  found,  will  be  through  the  means  of 
astronomical  observation.  The  influence  of  all  these  discoveries  upon 
the  condition  of  man  is,  no  doubt,  infinitely  diversified  in  relative 
importance;  but  all,  even  the  minutest,  contribute  to  the  increase  and 
diflfusion  of  knowledge.  There  is  no  richer  field  of  science  opened  to 
the  explonition  of  man  in  search  of  knowledge  than  astronomical 
observation;  nor  is  there,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  any  duty 
more  impressively  incumbent  upon  all  human  governments  than  that 
of  furnishing  means  and  facilities  and  rewards  to  those  who  devote 
the  labors  of  their  lives  to  the  indefatigable  industry,  the  unceasing 
vigilance,  and  the  bright  intelligence  indispensable  to  success  in  these 
pursuits. 
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The  committee  will  add,  that  at  no  period  of  human  history  has  the 
general  impulse  of  the  learned  world  been  more  intensely  directed  to 
the  cultivation  of  this  science  than  in  the  present  age.  It  was  an 
observation  of  Voltaire  that  if  the  whole  human  race  could  be  assembled 
in  one  mass  from  the  creation  of  man  to  his  time,  in  the  graduation  of 
genius  among  them  all,  Isaac  Newton  would  stand  at  their  head.  But 
the  discoveries  of  Newton  were  the  results  of  calculations  founded 
upon  the  observations  of  others — of  Copernicus,  of  Tycho  Brahe,  of 
Kepler,  of  Flamsteed;  and  among  their  producing  causes,  not  the 
least  was  the  erection  and  establishment  of  the  royal  observatory  of 
Greenwich. 

The  original  purpose  of  this  institution,  first  commenced  in  1676, 
under  the  patronage  of  Charles  II,  and  the  most  glorious  incident  of 
his  life,  was  for  the  finding  out  the  so  much  desired  longitudes  of 
places  for  the  perfecting  the  art  of  navigation;  and  the  inscription 
still  existing  above  the  original  door  of  the  observatoiy  declares  that 
it  was  built  for  the  benefit  of  astronomy  and  navigation;  so  intimately 
connected  together  are  the  abstract  science  and  the  practical  art  that 
without  the  help  of  the  astronomer  the  seaman  could  not  urge  his  bark 
in  safety  one  inch  beyond  the  sight  of  the  shore. 

The  discovery  of  the  longitudes  of  places,  the  benefit  of  astronomy 
and  navigation,  were  thus  the  declared  objects  of  the  erecting  of  the 
Greenwich  Observatory,  and  of  the  appointment,  in  the  person  of 
Flamsteed,  of  an  astronomical  observator  with  a  salary  of  one  hundred 
pounds  sterling  a  year,  leaving  him  to  provide  himself  with  all  the 
instruments  and  books  necessary  for  the  performance  of  his  duties. 
And  what  were  the  first  fruits  of  this  institution  ?  ( 1 )  An  increased 
accuracy  of  observation,  by  the  attachment  of  telescopes  to  graduated 
instruments,  and  by  the  use  of  a  clock  to  note  the  time*at  which  stars 
and  planets  passed,  by  their  apparent  diurnal  motion,  across  the  mid- 
dle of  the  field  of  view  of  the  telescope.  ( 2)  A  catalogue  of  the  places 
of  3,310  stars,  with  a  name  affixed  to  each  of  them,  the  selection  and 
nomenclature  of  which  have  served  as  the  basis  to  every  catalogue 
since  that  time.  Nor  is  it  an  uninteresting  incident  in  the  progressive 
history  of  astronomical  knowledge  that  when,  100  years  later,  Herschel 
discovered  that  the  star  which  bears  his  name  was  a  planet,  he  found 
it  as  a  fixed  star  upon  the  catalogue  of  Flamsteed.  (3)  Many  of 
Flamsteed's  observations  of  the  moon,  reduced  as  well  as  was  then 
practicable,  were,  at  Newton's  request,  communicated  to  him,  to  aid 
in  perfecting  the  theory  deduced  from  the  principle  of  universal  grav- 
itation. "The  time,"  as  has  been  well  observed  by  the  present  astron- 
omer royal,  the  Reverend  George  Biddell  Airy,  "the  time  at  which 
these  observations  were  made  was  a  most  critical  one — when  the  most 
accurate  observations  that  had  been  made  were  needed  for  the  support 
of  the  most  extensive  philosophical  theory  that  man  had  invented." 
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Since  the  death  of  Flamsteed,  the  office  of  astronomer  royal  has  been 
successively  filled  by  Doctor  Halley,  who  has  given  his  name  to  the 
most  splendid  comet  of  the  solar  system,  by  computing  its  orbit  and 
predicting  its  return  after  a  period  of  about  seventy-five  years,  already 
twice  verified;  then  by  Bradley,  immortalized  by  the  two  discoveries 
of  the  aberration  of  light  and  the  nutation  of  the  earth^s  axis;  by 
Bliss,  Maskelyne,  and  Pond;  the  present  successor  of  whom  is 
Mr.  Airy — ^like  all  his  predecessors,  among  the  most  eminent  astron- 
omers of  the  age.  For  the  space  of  nearly  two  centuries  this  institu- 
tion has  existed  and  has  been  the  seat  of  continuous  observations, 
scarcely  interrupted  by  the  intervals  between  the  cessation  of  the 
labors  of  one  observator  and  the  commencement  of  those  of  his  suc- 
cessor, an  arrangement  made  by  the  means  of  assistants,  which  has 
contributed  to  distinguish  the  system  of  observations  pursued  at 
Greenwich  from  that  followed  at  every  other  observatory. 

From  such  small  beginnings  originated  and  thus  illustrious  has 
been  the  career  of  the  royal  observatory  of  Greenwich.  Originally 
attached  to  the  ordnance  department,  it  was  in  1816  or  1817  trans- 
ferred to  the  department  of  the  admiralty.  The  estimates  for  the 
annual  expense  of  the  observatory  are  inserted  under  the  "scientific 
branch"  of  the  admiralty  account  in  the  Parliamentary  estimates  and 
are  voted  annually  by  Parliament. 

The  committee  of  the  House  take  the  liberty  of  annexing  to  this 
report  extracts  of  a  communication  from  the  present  astronomer 
royal,  Mr.  Airy,  received  in  the  course  of  the  last  summer  by  their 
chairman,  and  containing  much  valuable  information  concerning  the 
royal  observatory  at  Greenwich,  and  relating  to  other  astronomical 
observatories  within  the  British  dominions  and  under  the  patronage 
of  the  British  Government. 

The  history  of  the  royal  observatory  of  France  would  present  an 
exhibition  not  less  interesting  of  the  benefits  conferred  upon  mankind 
by  the  slightest  notices  bestowed  by  the  rulers  of  mankind  upon  the 
pursuit  of  knowledge;  and  the  names  of  the  four  Cassinis  would  range 
in  honorable  distinction  by  the  side  of  those  of  Flamsteed,  Halley. 
Bradley,  and  Maskelyne. 

Within  the  last  century  the  other  governments  of  Europe  have 
emulated  with  those  of  France  and  England  in  erecting  and  endowing 
astronomiciil  observatories,  the  number  of  which  in  that  quarter  of 
the  globe  is  not  less  at  this  time  than  120,  while  throughout  the  whole 
range  of  these  United  States  there  is  not  one. 

In  the  British  islands  alone  there  are  observatories  at  the  univer- 
sities of  Cambridge  and  Oxford;  at  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  in  Scot- 
land, and  at  Dublin  and  Armagh,  in  Ireland,  all  of  which  receive 
some  patronage  from  the  Government.  And,  in  addition  to  which, 
there  has  been  erected,  under  the  same  patronage^  an  observatory  at 
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the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  already  made  illustrious  by  the  labors  of  Sir 
John  Herschel. 

Among  the  munificent  patrons  of  science,  and  particularly  of  prac- 
tical astronomy,  adding  a  brighter  luster  than  that  of  the  diamond  or 
the  ruby  to  the  imperial  crown,  is  the  present  Emperor  of  all  the 
Bussias.  There  was,  during  the  reign  of  his  predecessor,  a  small 
observatory  at  St.  Petersburg,  at  which  the  eminent  German  astrono- 
mer Schubert,  author  of  a  profoundly  learned  and  also  of  the  best 
popular  system  of  astronomy  extant,  presided. 

But  no  longer  since  than  the  7th  of  August  last  the  inauguration 
took  place  of  the  new  observatory  of  Pulkowa,  near  St.  Petersburg, 
a  spot  selected  by  the  Emperor  Nicholas  himself  for  the  establishment 
founded  under  his  auspices,  and  constituting  perhaps  the  most  perfect 
and  best  appointed  institution  of  this  nature  extant  in  the  world.  In 
November  last  an  account  of  this  event,  and  a  long  and  detailed 
description  of  the  observatory  itself,  was  communicated  by  Mr.  Arago 
to  the  National  Institute  of  France;  and  the  reporter  of  this  discourse 
of  Mr.  Arago,  in  one  of  the  periodical  journals  of  Paris,  observes  that 
its  details  would  be  read  with  interest  and  give  an  idea  of  the  exer- 
tions made  in  that  land  of  serfs  for  the  progress  of  the  sciences.  "  We 
acknowledge,"  adds  the  journalist,  "that  the  reading  of  this  article 
would  have  been  very  little  flattering  to  our  national  self-love  if  the 
honorable  Mr.  Arago  had  not  immediately  informed  us  that,  by  the 
accomplished  labors  of  Mr.  Gambay,  the  observatory  of  Paris  has  no 
reason  to  shrink  from  a  comparison  with  this  new  model  of  observa- 
tories at  Pulkowa." 

The  committee  of  the  House  can  not  but  consider  these  circumstances 
as  indicating,  in  an  eminent  degree,  that  intense  and  ardent  thirst  for 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  which,  among  all  the  nations 
of  Christendom,  however  politically  governed,  forms  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  characteristics  of  the  age  in  which  we  live.  Here  is  the 
sovereign  of  the  mightiest  empire  and  the  most  absolute  government 
upon  earth,  ruling  over  a  land  of  serfs,  gathering  a  radiance  of  glory 
around  his  throne  by  founding  and  endowing  the  most  costly  and  most 
complete  establishment  for  astronomical  observation  on  the  face  ol  the 
earth.  This  is  undertaken  and  accomplished  under  hyperborean 
skies — in  the  region  so  proximate  to  the  pole  that  it  offers  to  the 
inspection  of  the  human  eye  only  a  scanty  portion  of  the  northern 
hemisphere,  with  an  atmosphere  so  chilled  with  cold,  veiled  with  clouds, 
and  obscured  with  vapors  that  it  yields  scarcely  sixty  days  in  the 
year  when  observation  of  the  heavenly  bodies  is  practicable.  And  this 
event  is  honorably  noticed  in  the  National  Institute  of  France,  one  of 
the  most  learned  and  talented  assemblies  of  men  upon  the  globe — 
noticed  as  an  occurrence  in  the  annals  of  science — noticed  for  honor 
and  for  emulation.    The  journalist  of  a  free  country,  applauding  the 
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exertions  of  a  land  of  serfs  to  promote  the  progress  of  science,  avows 
that  he  should  blush  for  his  own  country  had  he  not  at  hand  the  evidence 
of  her  exertions  not  less  strenuous  for  the  advancement  of  the  same 
cause. 

The  committee  of  the  House,  in  applying  to  their  own  country  that 
sensibility  to  the  national  honor  which  the  French  journalist  attributes 
to  self-love,  would  gladly  seek  for  its  gratification  in  the  same  assur- 
ance that  she  is  not  lagging  behind  in  the  race  of  honor,  but  that,  in 
casting  their  eyes  around  over  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  their 
native  land,  they  must  blush  to  acknowledge  that  not  a  single  edifice 
deserving  the  name  of  an  astronomical  observatory  is  to  be  seen. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  of  this  House,  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  bears  testimony  to  their  earnest  desire  that  this  reproach 
might  be  removed  from  the  people  of  the  North  American  Union. 
That  bill  was  unaccompanied  with  a  report,  tecausc  other  views  of  the 
disposal  of  the  fund  bequeathed  to  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Smithson 
had  been  enteitained  hj  the  chairman  of  the  joint  conmiittee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  in  which  views  his  colleagues  of  the  same  conwnit 
tee  acquiesced.  As  a  compromise  of  irreconcilable  opinions,  it  l)ecame 
necessary,  therefore,  to  agree  that  the  two  bills  should  be  reported 
together  to  both  Houses;  and  as  it  was  obvious  that  the  remnant  of 
time  to  the  close  of  that  session  would  be  so  absorbed  })v  other  and 
indispensable  business  that  it  would  be  impossible  deliberately  to 
discuss  either  of  the  bills  in  the  House,  and  to  avoid,  in  deference 
to  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  to  their  chairman,  any 
unnecessary  display  of  argument  against  their  bill,  it  was  reported  by 
the  committee  of  the  House,  together  with  their  own  }>ill,  without 
conmaentary  upon  either.  The  object  of  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  the  disposal  of  the  Smithsonian 
fund,  was  the  establishment  of  an  institution  of  learning,  or  great 
national  university,  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  which  would  not 
only  absorb  the  whole  bequest,  but  would  require  the  superaddition 
of  large  and  frequent  appropriations  of  public  moneys  for  its  main- 
tenance and  support.  The  bill  of  that  committee,  reported  to  the 
Senate,  was  actually  taken  up  in  that  body,  and,  after  deliberate  dis- 
cussion of  its  merits,  was  by  them  rejected.  The  immediate  conse- 
quence of  the  interposition  of  that  body  upon  a  subject  which  had  been 
already  several  weeks  under  the  consideration  of  a  select  committee  of 
this  House,  was  to  prevent  the  possible  action  of  Congress  for  the  ful- 
fillment, at  that  session,  of  the  trust  committed  to  them. 

Four  members  of  the  committee  of  the  House,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  are  also  members  of  the  present  committee.  Retaining 
their  opinions  in  favor  of  the  bill  then  reported  by  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  they  see  no  cause  to  regret  the  delay  to  the 
final  action  of  Congress  upon  the  disposal  of  the  bequest,  occasioned 
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by  the  appointment  and  proceedings  of  the  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses  at  the  last  session.  To  the  faithful  performance  by  CJongress 
of  the  solemn  duties  imposed  on  them  by  the  acceptance  of  this  fund 
and  trust  to  the  honor  and  pledged  faith  of  the  nation,  it  was  wise  and 
just  to  do  nothing  with  precipitation.  The  routine  of  the  ordinary 
business  of  C!ongress  furnished  neither  principle  nor  precedent  for 
efficient  legislation  upon  this  subject;  the  trust  was  as  delicate  as  it 
was  important  to  the  memory  of  the  testator,  and  honorable  to  the 
good  name  of  the  trustee.  An  eiTor  in  the  first  organization  of  the 
institution  might,  in  its  consequences,  at  once  defeat  the  noble  purpose 
of  the  founder,  fail  in  the  express  object  of  his  bounty — the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men — and  react,  most  injuriously, 
upon  the  reputation  of  our  beloved  country,  by  demonstrating  to  the 
world  of  mankind,  of  this  and  after  ages,  that  the  generous  confidence 
of  this  friend  of  man  in  her  upright  and  intelligent  ardor  in  the  pur- 
suit of  knowledge  was  misplaced. 

It  was  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  bequest  itself  that  the  settlement  of 
the  principles  upon  which  the  institution  should  be  founded  should  be 
calm  and  considerate,  and,  above  all,  disinterested;  separated  from  all 
projects  of  individuals,  and,  perhaps,  communities,  for  provisions  of 
emolument  to  themselves;  separated  from  all  speculative,  patent  inven- 
tions and  discoveries  in  embryo,  which,  after  wasting  time  and  money 
upon  the  false  conceptions  of  genius,  may  never  come  to  the  birth; 
separate,  in  fine,  from  all  schools,  colleges,  universities,  institutes  of 
education,  or  ecclesiastical  establishments. 

It  was  particularly  desirable  that  the  exclusion  of  all  institutes  for 
education  from  a  participation  in  the  disposal  of  these  funds  should  be 
fully  considered  and  debated  before  its  adoption  as  a  fundamental 
principle  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  because  the  first  impression 
upon  the  public  mind,  whether  learned  or  illiterate,  in  this  country, 
very  extensively,  was,  upon  the  first  publication  of  Mr.  Smithson's 
will,  that  the  express  design  of  his  bequest  was  to  bestow  his  large 
fortune  to  the  cause  of  education;  and  that  a  school,  college,  or  uni- 
versity, was  the  only  mode  of  providing  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men. 

It  is,  then,  to  be  considered  as  a  circumstance  propitious  to  the  final 
disposal  of  this  fund,  by  the  organization  of  an  institution  the  best 
adapted  to  accomplish  the  design  of  the  testator,  that  this  first  but 
erroneous  impression  of  that  design — an  institute  of  learning,  a  uni- 
versity, upon  the  foundation  of  which  the  whole  fund  should  be 
lavished,  and  yet  prove  inadequate  to  its  purpose  without  large  appro- 
priations of  public  moneys  in  its  aid — should  have  been  presented  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  referred  to  a  numerous  joint  conmiit- 
tee  of  both  Houses,  there  discussed,  reported  for  the  deliberation  of 
both  Houses,  fully  debated  in  the  House  where  it  originated,  and 
there  decisively  rejected. 
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This  committee  concur  entirely  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  of 
the  House  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that  the  express  language  of 
Mr.  Smithson's  will  indicates  a  design  not  only  distinct,  but  widely 
different  from  the  schooling  of  children.  Besides  the  reasons  assigned 
in  the  resolutions  of  the  former  committee  for  withholding  any  por- 
tion of  these  fimds  from  any  institute  of  education,  it  is  apparent  that 
the  fund  itself,  large  and  liberal  as  it  is,  could  be  applied  only  to  an 
establishment  extremely  partial  and  limited,  not  only  with  regard  to 
the  instruction  to  be  given,  but  to  the  persons  who  could  be  benefited 
by  it.  For  a  national  university,  besides  the  utter  inadequateness  of 
tiie  fund  for  such  an  establishment,  all  its  benefits  would  necessarily 
be  confined  to  a  very  small  number  of  students  from  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington and  its  iiiimediate  vicinity,  together  with  a  number  scarcely 
larger,  who,  at  an  expense  which  none  but  the  wealthy  could  afford, 
might  resort  from  distant  parts  of  the  Union  to  Washington  for  learn- 
ing, which,  after  all,  they  could  acquire  with  equal  proficiency  in  the 
colleges  of  their  own  respective  States.  A  school  devoted  to  any  par- 
ticular branch  of  science — as,  for  example,  a  military  or  naval  school, 
a  farm  school,  or  school  of  mechanic  arts,  a  school  of  law,  physic,  or 
divinity,  a  school  of  mines,  of  natural  history,  of  metaphysics,  litera- 
ture, morals  or  politics — however  effective  for  teaching  these  several 
branches  of  science,  would  be  available  only  for  a  very  small  number 
of  individuals,  and  very  ill-adapted  to  promote  the  increase  and  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge  among  men.  If  education  had  been  the  peculiar 
object  of  Mr.  Smithson's  solicitude,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  he 
would  have  been  desirous  of  diffusing  the  benefits  of  his  institution 
iamong  all  classes  of  the  community  as  extensively  as  might  be  possi- 
ble; that  he  would  have  devoted  it  to  the  endowment  of  primary 
schools,  of  infant  or  Sunday  schools,  of  institutions,  in  fine,  where 
the  recipients  of  his  bounty  would  have  been  at  once  in  great  numbers, 
and  of  the  class  of  society  which  preeminently  needs  the  blessing  of 
elementary  instruction.  It  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  an  excellent 
disposal  of  his  ample  fortune,  and  would  indirectly  have  contributed 
to  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.  But  had  this 
been  his  design,  he  could  neither  have  located  his  institution  at  the 
city  of  Washington  nor  have  selected  for  trustees  and  agents  to  fulfill 
his  design  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  proposing  that  an  astronomical  observatory  should  be  the  first 
object  for  the  application  of  the  annual  income  from  the  Smithsonian 
bequest,  and  that  the  appropriations  should  be  confined  to  that  object 
until  an  establishment  of  that  character  shall  be  completed,  not  inferior 
for  efficiency  to  any  other  devoted  to  the  same  science  in  any  part  of 
the  world,  this  committee  have  been  not  altogether  uninfluenced  by 
anticipations  of  the  impression  which  it  will  make  upon  the  reputation 
of  these  United  States  throughout  the  learned  and  scientific  world. 
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As  a  commercial  and  navigating^  nation,  they  stand  already  in  the  first 
rank  of  Christian  communities.  To  the  science  of  geography,  so  far 
as  it  can  be  improved  by  adventurous  enterprise  in  exploring  the 
unfrequented  paths  of  every  ocean,  they  have  contributed  their  share 
of  private  and  individual-  exertion.  The  expedition  now  floating  upon 
a  distant  sea  in  search  of  new  discoveries  upon  the  surface  of  the 
globe,  aflFords  a  signal  testimonial  of  the  interest  taken  by  this  Gov- 
ernment in  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  geographical  knowledge. 
Nor  has  astronomy  been  wholly  neglected  in  the  instinictions  given  for 
the  conduct  of  the  expedition.  But  there  exists  no  permanent  estab- 
lishment throughout  the  Union  for  systematic  continual  observation 
of  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens;  for  the  mathematical  calculations  to 
furnish  the  practical  results  of  observation;  and  for  periodical  publi- 
cation, for  the  benefit  of  the  commercial,  navigating,  and  scientific 
world,  of  the  fruits  of  this  combined  observation  and  calculation.  To 
supply  this  deficiency,  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson  fortunately 
furnishes  the  means,  without  needing  the  assistance  of  any  contribu- 
tion from  the  public  funds  of  the  nation.  Should  the  Government  of 
the  Union,  responding  to  an  impulse  of  emulation  in  laudable  pursuits 
which  may  be  kindled  in  the  minds  of  this  ambitious  people  by  suc- 
cessful results  in  the  application  of  the  Smithsonian  funds,  hereafter 
be  disposed  to  appropriate  some  portion  of  the  moneys  levied  upon 
the  people  themselves  to  the  advancement  of  astronomical  or  geo- 
graphical knowledge,  there  will  be  ample  field  for  demonstrating  to 
the  world  that  the  United  States  of  America  were  not  only  worthy  of 
the  honor  done  them  by  a  generous  foreigner  in  selecting  them  as 
the  administrators  of  his  bequest  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition 
of  man,  but  that  the  American  people  themselves  will  require  a  liberal 
application  of  their  own  revenues,  levied  upon  themselves,  to  the  same 
lofty-spirited  purpose.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  will 
be  expedient  to  keep  the  Smithsonian  bequest  within  itself,  resting 
upon  its  own  resources,  and  reserving  to  the  memory  of  the  founder 
himself  whatever  of  credit  or  of  gratitude  may  be  due  to  the  success- 
ful accomplishment  of  his  benevolent  design.  Not  a  ray  of  glory  can 
be  concentrated  upon  him  but  will  be  reflected  back  upon  those  whom 
he  selected  as  his  administrators  and  trustees. 

With  these  observations,  the  committee  submit  the  bill  and  proposed 
amendments  to  the  consideration  of  the  House: 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  etc.^  That  the  Vice-Preeident  of  the  United  States,  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and 
of  the  Navy,  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  and  the  mayor  of  the  dty 
of  Washington,  all  during  the  time  when  they  shall  hold  their  respective  offices, 
together  with  three  members  of  the  Senate  and  four  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  be  annually  elected  by  their  respective  Houses  on  the  second  Wednes- 
day of  December,  and  to  continue  in  office  until  others  are  elected  in  their  stead, 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  conBtituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  style  and 
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title  of  the  trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men,  with  perpetual  succession,  and  the  usual  powers,  duties,  and 
liabilities  incident  to  cor|M)rations. 

8bc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  corporation  so  constituted  shall  have 
power  to  appoint,  from  citizens  of  the  United  States  other  than  members  of  the  board, 
a  set^retary  and  a  treasurer,  to  hold  their  offices  during  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  and 
removable  at  their  pleasure,  and  others  to  be  appointed  in  their  places,  and  to  fix 
their  compensations.  And  the  secretary  and  treasurer  only  shall  receive  pecimiary 
compensation  for  their  services,  and  those  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  trustees 
shall  be  gratuitous.  And  the  offices  of  secretary  and  treasurer  may,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  board  of  trustees,  be  held  by  the  same  person.  The  secretary  and  treasurer 
ahall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  resi)ective  offices;  and  the 
treasurer  shall  give  bond,  with  the  i)enalty  of  $50,000  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  safe  custody  and  faithful  application  of  all 
the  funds  of  the  Institution  whi(;h  may  come  to  his  hands  or  be  at  his  disposal. 

Sbc.  3.  And  In-  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sum  of  $508,318.46  placed  in  the  Trea^sury 
of  the  United  States  on  the  first  day  of  Sex)teml)er,  1838,  as  the  proceeds,  in  part,  of 
the  bequest  of  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States,  together  with  all  sums  which 
have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  realized,  sliall  l)e  passed  hereafter  to  the  credit  of  a 
fund,  to  be  denominated  the  Smithsonian  fund,  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  And  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  for  the  preservation 
of  the  said  fund  undiminished  and  unimpaired,  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  c^nt  a  year,  payable  on  the  first  days  of  January  and  July  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  fimd,  to  \ye  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  fund, 
conformably  to  the  laws,  and  subject  to  the  revision  and  regulations  of  the  board  of 
trustees. 

Sbc.  4.  Aiid  he  itfurtlier  enaci4id,  That  no  part  of  the  said  Smithsonian  fund,  princi- 
pal or  interest,  shall  Ikj  applied  to  any  school,  college,  university,  institute  of  educa- 
tion, or  ecclesiastical  establishment. 

Sec.  5.  And  h'  it  further  eiuicted^  That  the  appropriations  to  be  made  from  time  to 
time  by  Congress,  to  the  purposes  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  as  declared  by  the 
testator,  shall  lie  exclusively  from  the  accruing  interest,  and  not  from  the  principal, 
of  the  said  fund:  I^otndedy  That  Congress  shall  retain  the  power  of  investing,  at  their 
discretion,  the  j>rincii)al  of  said  fund  in  any  other  manner  so  as  to  secure  not  less  than 
a  yearly  interest  of  six  per  (tent. 

Sect.  6.  And  l)e  it  further  maeledy  Tliat  the  sum  of  $30,000,  part  of  the  first  year's 
interest  accruing  on  the  same  Smithsonian  fund,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated towards  the  erection  and  establishment,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  of  an 
astronomical  observatory  adapteil  to  the  most  effective  and  continual  observations 
of  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens;  to  l)e  provided  with  the  necessary,  best,  and 
most  perfect  instruments  and  ]K)oks  for  the  |ieriodical  publication  of  the  said  observa- 
tions and  for  the  annual  composition  and  publication  of  a  nautical  almanac. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted j  That  the  said  ol^^ervatory  shall  he  erected  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  And  the  site  for  the  same  shall  be  selected  uix)n  land 
in  the  city  of  Washington  belonging  to  the  United  States;  and  the  land  necessary  for 
the  same,  and  for  any  other  buildings  proper  to  be  connected  with  the  said  observa- 
tory and  the  ai)purtenances  thereof,  is  hereby  granted,  and  shall  be  duly  conveyed, 
as  a  deed  of  gift,  to  the  trustees  of  the  Smitlisonian  fund,  and  to  their  successors  for- 
ever, in  aid  of  the  purposes  of  the  said  Institution. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enuctedj  That  all  exi)enditures  made  by  the  said  board  shall 
be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  Unite<l  States;  and  all  the  accounts 
thereof  shall  be  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  audited,  under  his 
direction,  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department;  and  the  said  board  shall 
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report  to  OongresB,  at  every  seesion  thereof,  the  state  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  and  a 
full,  statement  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  preceding  year. 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  first  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  Smith- 
sonian fund  shall  be  held  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  third of 

next;  and  that,  in  the  meantime,  the  custody  of  the  said  fund,  and  the  expenditures 
under  the  appropriation  herein  made,  shall  be  held  and  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  a  board  of  visitors,  to  be  annu- 
ally appointed,  consisting  of  nine  members;  two  of  whom  to  be  commissioned  officers 
of  the  Army,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  two  commissioned  officers  of 
the  Navy,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  the  mayors  for  the  time  being 
of  the  cities  of  Alexandria  and  of  Georgetown,  within  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  one 
citizen  of  each  of  the  cities  of  Washington,  and  Alexandria,  and  Georgetown,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday 
of  February,  at  eleven  o'clock,  before  noon,  at  the  said  astronomic>al  oliservatory, 
and  ^'isit  and  inspect  the  condition  of  the  said  observatory,  and  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  generally.  They  shall  choose  among  themselves  a  chairman,  and  shall 
make  report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  said  condition  of  the  institu- 
tion, specifically  indicating  in  what  respect  the  institution  has,  during  the  preceding 
year,  contributed  to  the  purpose  of  the  founder — the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men.  To  this  board  the  astronomical  observator  shall  make  a  report  to 
the  same  effect,  so  far  as  regards  the  astronomical  branch  of  the  institution;  which 
report  shall  be  annexed  to  that  of  the  boai^i  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  coDimunicate  the  said  reports  to  Congress.  The  services  of  the  members 
of  the  said  board  shall  be  gratuitous;  but  the  expenses  incidental  to  their  meeting 
and  the  performance  of  their  duties  shall  be  included  in  the  annual  estimates  of  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments,  alternately,  and  paid  from  the  contingent  expenses 
thereof  respectively. 

Sbc.  11.  And  l)e  it  further  enacted.  That  there  is  reserved  to  Congress  the  right  of 
altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing,  any  of  the  provisionfl  of  this  act,  which 
shall  be  found  inconvenient  upon  experience:  Provided^  That  no  contract  or  indi- 
vidual right,  made  or  acquired  under  such  provisions,  shall  thereby  be  impaired  or 
divested. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  $60,000  from  the  second  and 
third  years'  interest  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, to  be  invested  so  as  to  yield  a  yearly  income  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  a 
year;  from  which  yearly  income  shall  be  paid  the  compensation  of  an  astronomical 
ibservator,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
repairs  upon  the  buildings,  as  they  may  be  required. 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  OF  SELECT  COMMITTEE. 

Blstimaie  of  the  expense  of  erecting  an  agronomical  observaJlory  of  the  first  class,  and  of  sup- 
porting  it  by  appropriations  from  the  income  of  the  Smithsonian  fund. 

In  tlie  letter  of  October  11,  1838,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  communicated  to  Con- 
gress with  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  6th  of  December  of  that  year,  a 
conjectural  estimate  was  given  of  the  expense  of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  per- 
manent astronomical  observatory,  and  of  the  periodical  publication  of  the  results  of 
the  observations  there  made,  and  of  a  nautical  almanac.  That  estimate  contemplated 
the  income  of  seven  years  of  the  fund  as  indispensably  necessary  for  completing  and 
organizing  the  establishment  in  such  manner  as  to  avoid  all  encroachment  on  the 
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capital  of  the  Smithsonian  fund;  to  increase  it  by  providing  from  its  income  i)erma- 
nent  funds  for  the  discharge  of  the  most  of  constantly  accruing  expenditures  incident 
to  it;  and  to  relieve  the  fund  itself  forever  after  from  any  further  contribution  to  this 
branch  of  the  institution. 

Farther  reflection  and  the  information  received  of  the  expenses  actually  chargeable 
upon  the  Greenwich  Observatory,  and  defrayed  by  the  British  Government,  have 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  estimate  was  yet  not  sufficiently  liberal;  and  that,  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  above  purposes,  not  less  than  ten  years  of  the  income  will 
be  required  exclusively  for  this  object.  But  of  this  large  sum  an  overbearing  pro- 
portion will,  while  providing  for  all  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  establishment,  at 
the  same  time  increase  the  capital  of  the  fund  by  the  value  of  the  buildings  erected, 
and  of  the  instruments  and  books  purchased,  and  by  the  amount  of  the  funds,  from 
the  interest  of  which  the  observing  astronomer,  his  assistants,  and  all  the  persons  to 
be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  observatory,  shall  receive  their  compensation. 
The  following  is  a  gross  estimate  of  the  sums  which,  it  is  believed,  will  be  required  for 
the  full  execution  of  the  plan  presented  in  the  bill  herewith  reported: 

RBTIMATB  OP    THE  APPROPRIATIONS    FROM    THE  ANNUAL    INCX)ME    OP    THE    SMITHSONIAN 

FUND,  ASSUMED  TO  BE  $30,000. 

For  the  purchase  of  land  and  construction  of  the  necessary  buildings— one 

year $H0,000 

For  a  fund,   from  the  yearly    income  of  which  the  compensation  ol  the 

observing  astronomer  shall  be  paid,  two  years 60, 000 

The  interest  of  this  sum  will  be  $3,600  a  year,  of  which  $3,000  a  year 
may  be  fixed  as  the  salary  of  the  astronomer,  and  $600  for  the  inciden- 
tal and  contingent  expenses  of  repairs  upon  the  buildings,  as  they  may 
be  required. 
For  a  fund,  from  the  yearly  income  of  which  four  assistants  to  the  astron- 
omer, and  two  lalwrers  necessary  for  attendance  on  him,  for  the  care  and 

preservation  of  tlie  buildings — four  years 120, 000 

The  income  would  be  $7,200  a  year,  of  which  $6,000  a  year  might  be 
for  the  compensation  of  four  assistants,  at  $1,500  a  year  each,  and  two 
laborers,  each  at  $600  a  year. 

For  the  purchase  and  procurement  of  instruments — one  year 30, 000 

Of  thin,  $20,000  might  be  applied  to  furnish  an  asHortment  of  the  best 
instruments  to  l>e  procured,  and  $10,000  a  fund,  from  the  interest  of 
which  other  instruments  may  Ix)  from  time  to  time  procured,  as  occa- 
sions for  the  use  of  them  may  arise,  and  for  repairs  of  the  instruments, 
as  needed. 

For  the  library — one  year 30, 000 

$10,000  for  first  supply;  $20,000  for  a  fund  for  an  income  of  $1,2(K)  a 

year,  for  a  constant  supply  of  new  works  and  periodical  publications 

upon  science  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  or  in  America. 

Estimate  for  a  fund,   from  the  income  of  which   $1,800  a  year  shall  be 

defrayed — the  expense  of  the  yearly  publication  of  the  observations,  and 

of  a  nautical  almanac — one  year 30, 000 


John  Q,  Adams  to  Christopher  Hughes, 

Washington,  AprU  10^  18S9, 
Dear  Sir:  I  wish  to  obtain  information  upon  the  following  points  relating  to  the 

royal  observatory  at  Greenwich: 
1.  By  whom,  and  at  whose  expense,  was  the  royal  observatory  at  Greenwich 

built?    At  whose  expense  is  it  maintained? 
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2.  What  are  the  buildings  connected  with  it,  and  how  much  land  is  there  around 
it  belonging  to  it? 

3.  Has  it  at  any  time  been  rebuilt,  or  has  its  construction  been  in  any  wise  altered? 

4.  By  whom  is  the  astronomer  royal  appointed  and  paid?  What  is  the  amount 
of  his  compensation? 

5.  What  are  his  duties  and  in  what  manner  are  they  prescribed?  Is  there  a 
standing  instruction  to  regulate  his  observationd?  Is  he  required  to  make  reports; 
and  if  so,  to  whom? 

6.  Are  there  any  other  persons  attached  to  the  observatory  as  assistants,  calcula- 
tors, or  servants?    If  so,  what  are  their  duties  and  their  compensation? 

7.  What  are  the  instruments  used  at  the  observatory?  By  whom,  and  at  whoBe 
expense,  are  they  furnished?  What  was  their  cost,  and  by  whom  were  they  made? 
A  list  of  them,  with  their  prices,  and  their  maker's  name,  would  be  very  acceptable. 

8.  Ih  there  any  library  belonging  to  the  establishment?  If  so,  consisting  of  what 
books? 

9.  Who  is  now  the  most  eminent  mathematical  and  astronomical  instrument 
maker  in  London?    la  there  any  successor  to  Troughton? 

If  you  cAn  obtain  me  any  information  of  the  same,  or  similar  particulars  with 
regard  to  any  of  the  public  observatories  in  any  part  of  the  Continent  of  Europe,  I 
shall  owe  you  another  obligation  for  the  communication  of  them. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  with  the  highest  esteem  and  respect,  your  friend  and  servant, 

John  Q.  Adams. 

Christopher  Hughes,  Esq. 


Arufwers  by  the  Astronomer  Roycd^  Oie  Rev.  George  B.  Airy^  to  Mr,  Adanw'H  quegtions, 

dated  April  lOj  18S9. 

1.  The  royal  observatory  at  Greenwich  was  built,  at  the  expense  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  reign  of  Charles  II  (about  1670),  and  the  buildings  have  always  been 
repaired  or  extended  at  the  expense  of  the  Government.  The  instruments  used  by 
Flamsteed,  the  first  astronomer  royal,  were  not  furnished  by  the  Government  and 
were  taken  away  by  his  executors.  Since  that  time  the  instruments  have  alwajrs 
been  furnished  by  the  Government,  except  in  two  instances  where  instruments  have 
been  presented.  The  observations  are  now  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Thus  every  expense  connected  with  the  observatory  is  defrayed  by  the 
Government.  The  observatory  was  at  first  connected  with  the  ordnance  department 
of  the  executive  (I  believe  from  the  accidental  circumstance  that  Sir  Jonas  Moor, 
the  personal  friend  of  Flamsteed  and  one  of  the  original  proposers  of  the  observa- 
tory, was  then  master-general  of  the  ordnance).  In  the  year  1816  or  1817  it  was 
transferred  to  the  admiralty  department.  The  estimates  for  the  annual  expense  of 
the  observatory  are  inserted  under  the  "scientific  branch"  of  the  admiralty  account 
in  the  Parliamentary  estimates  and  are  voted  annually  by  Parliament. 

In  the  original  institution  of  the  observatory  no  provision  was  made  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  observations  or  for  the  communication  of  the  results  to  the  public  in  any 
way,  and  no  obligation  to  that  effect  was  imposed  on  the  astronomer  royal.  When 
Flamsteed  had  held  the  office  about  thirty  years  and  had  published  nothing,  the 
Royal  Soiriety  applied  to  the  Queen  to  appoint  a  board  of  visitors  (one  of  them  being 
Sir  Isaac  Newton,  the  president  of  the  Royal  Society)  to  superintend  the  observatory 
generally  and  with  power  to  require  a  publication  of  the  observations.  (For  a  full 
detail  of  the  quarrel  which  followed  I  would  refer  to  Rally's  Account  of  the  life, 
etc.,  of  John  Flamsteed,  which  may  probably  be  found  in  the  libraries  of  the  scien- 
tific bodies  in  America.)  An  edition  of  the  observations  was  printed  by  them;  but 
another  edition  was  afterwards  printed  by  Flamsteed  himself.    Halley,  the  next 
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agtronomer  royal,  printed  nothing  of  obeervations.  Bradley  and  Bliss  left  manu- 
Bcripts;  but  the  right  of  the  Government  to  them  was  disputed,  and  they  were  ulti- 
mately printed  by  the  University  of  Oxford.  It  was  not  till  1767,  on  Maskelyne's 
acoeesion,  that  the  King  (Greorge  III),  on  the  petition  of  the  Royal  Society,  ordered 
that  the  observations  should  be  printed  annually;  and  since  that  time  there  has 
been  no  doubt  that  the  obeervations  are  the  property  of  the  Government  and  are  to 
be  printed  annually. 

The  board  of  visitors  above  alluded  to  existed  without  alteration  (as  I  believe)  till 
1830;  and  it  was  by  that  board  (as  I  imagine)  that  representations  were  made  to  the 
Government  which  led  to  the  purchase  of  instruments  in  Hal  ley's  time,  to  the  regu- 
lar printing  of  the  observations  in  Maskelyne's  time,  etc.  The  president  and  council 
of  the  Royal  Society  (or  part  of  them),  with  a  number  of  persons  invited  by  them, 
either  fellows  of  the  society  or  strangers,  met  once  a  year  at  the  royal  observatory, 
inspected  the  instruments,  and  discussed  the  general  business  of  the  observatory. 
They  had,  I  believe,  no  power  except  to  recommend  measures  to  the  executive. 
The  meeting  was  rather  numerous.  In  1830  the  old  board  was  abolished  and  a  new 
one  appointed  by  name  from  the  Royal  and  Astronomical  societies.^  Vacancies  are 
filled  up  by  the  president  of  that  society  in  which  the  vacancies  occur.  This  board 
has  no  power  to  invite  assessors;  its  powers  as  to  making  representations,  etc.,  are 
the  same  as  those  of  the  old  board.  On  the  first  appointment  of  the  new  board 
there  was  exhibited  in  it  a  rather  vexatious  spirit  toward  the  then  astronomer  royal, 
Mr.  Pond.  Since  my  appointment  as  astronomer  royal  the  board  has  scarcely  inter- 
fered in  anything,  except  in  matters  which  I  have  myself  suggested. 

The  visitors  receive  no  pay.  Lately  it  has  been  ordered  that  their  bare  expenses 
be  paid. 

I  have  given  a  rather  comprehensive  answer  to  No.  1,  touching  upon  the  subjects 
of  other  questions,  and  embracing  points  not  at  all  alluded  to  in  the  questions, 
because,  probably,  there  is  no  other  active  institution  whose  history  serves  so  well 
to  suggest  the  points  to  which  attention  ought  to  be  given  in  founding  a  new  institu- 
tion of  similar  character,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  the  charges  which,  in  future  years, 
may  be  required  in  all  the  branches  of  the  institution. 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  astronomer  royal's  account  of  disbursements,  and 
bills  for  expenses  of  all  kinds  connected  with  the  observatory,  were  formerly  audited 
by  the  board  of  visitors.  This  audit  was  found  to  be  insufficient;  and  the  accounts 
are  now  transmitted,  in  the  same  way  as  those  of  any  other  department  under  the 
admiralty,  to  the  Government  offices. 

2.  For  a  plan  of  the  building  first  erected,  I  refer  again  to  Baily's  '* Account,  etc.," 
cited  above.  There  were  a  small  house,  one  large  room  above  it,  covering  nearly 
the  whole  house,  with  lofty  windows  on  all  sides,  intended,  I  suppose,  for  gazing 
astronomical  observations  (but  quite  useless  for  the  purposes  of  modem  astronomy), 
a  garden  or  lawn  about  80  feet  square,  and  a  small  low  building  in  one  corner  of  it, 
in  which  Flamsteed's  really  useful  instruments  were  placed.  The  place  was  very 
small.  The  situation,  in  the  middle  of  the  royal  park  of  Greenwich,  has  probably 
prevented  the  necessity  for  inclosure  so  large  as  would  elsewhere  be  required,  inas- 
much as  it  was  impossible  that  houses  could  be  built  close  to  the  inclosure.  The 
history  in  Halley's  time  is  so  defective  that  I  am  not  certain  whether  the  building, 
which  is  to  this  time  the  principal  observing  building,  was  erected  then  or  not, 
but  I  should  think  that  it  was.  It  was  certainly  erected  before  1750,  when  Bradley's 
regular  obeervations  begin.   It  consists  of  a  room  about  20  feet  w^uare  for  the  transit, 


^  With  a  few  official  persons,  as  the  presidents  of  the  two  societies,  two  professors 
of  the  University  of  Oxford,  and  two  professors  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  ex 
officio;  the  whole  number  of  the  visitors  being  about  19.  This  fiuctuates,  because 
all  ex-presidents  are  members  of  the  board. 

H.  Doc.  732 14 
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and  a  similar  room  for  the  quadrants  (botli  on  the  ground  floor  and  with  no  rooms 
above  them) ,  and  a  central  computing  room,  with  room  for  an  assistant  above.  It 
is  not  connected  with  the  dwelling  house.  When  this  was  erected  the  inclosure 
was  nearly  doubled.  In  Dr.  Maskelyne's  time  two  small  detached  rooms  were  cov- 
ered with  revolving  domes  for  equatorial  instruments.  Their  situation  is  particularly 
unfavorable.  In  the  beginning  of  Dr.  Maskelyne's  time  the  dwelling  house  was 
extended.  About  the  end  of  Dr.  Maskelyne's  time  the  observing  building  was 
extended  in  preparation  for  a  mural  circle,  which  was  not  erected  till  after  his  death, 
and  some  new  buildings  were  erected  for  library,  etc.,  and  for  assistants'  apart- 
ments. A  building  was  erected,  to  be  covered  with  a  revolving  dome  (called  the 
south  dome) .  An  addition  was  made  to  the  inclosure.  The  whole  inclosure  was  now 
about  half  an  acre.  It  covered  the  whole  of  the  small  steep  hill  on  which  the  observ- 
atory stands,  quite  to  the  isthmus  or  neck  that  connects  it  with  the  table-land  of  the 
higher  side  of  the  park.  About  1817  part  of  the  steep  dell  behind  the  hill  was 
inclosed  as  a  garden  for  the  astronomer  royal.  In  1837  part  of  the  table-land 
beyond  the  dell  was  inclosed  for  the  erection  of  a  magnetic  observatory.  The 
dwelling  house,  which  was  too  small,  was  enlarged  in  1836.  Thus  the  present  state 
of  the  buildings  and  grounds  (1839)  is  nearly  as  follows:  Whole  inclosure  about  2} 
acres,  of  which  1  acre  or  more  can  never  be  available  for  buildings  on  account  of  the 
steepness  of  the  ground,  and  is  used  as  a  garden  and  waste  ground.  Whole  set  of 
buildings:  (1)  Dwelling  house  of  the  astronomer  royal,  with  the  great  room  above 
part  of  it;  (2)  two  domes  (east  and  west  domes),  detached;  (3)  detached  range  of 
buildings,  including  Flamsteed's  small  room,  the  quadrant  room  (not  used  now) ,  the 
transit  room,  the  circle  room,  the  library,  the  chronometer  room,  the  south  dome, 
the  computing  room,  some  assistants'  apartments  (not  for  their  dwelling,  but  for 
their  comfort  or  repose  in  the  intervals  of  observation);  (4)  magnetic  observatory, 
detached;  (5)  carpenter's  shop,  gardener's  shop,  and  other  outhouses. 

The  extent  of  ground  would  not  be  sufficient  if  there  were  not  the  safety  from  being 
surrounded  by  buildings  which  is  given  by  the  locality  within  a  royal  park. 

3.  The  construction  of  the  observatory  has  been  altered  almost  entirely  by  addi- 
tions. Nearly  the  whole  of  the  original  work  remains.  The  collection  of  buildings 
is  now  exceedingly  irregular  and  in  some  respects  inconvenient. 

4.  The  astronomer  royal  is  appointed  by  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury;  but  his  con- 
nection with  the  admiralty  is  so  close  that  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  probably  has 
the  principal  influence  in  his  appointment.  He  holds  his  office  by  warrant  under 
the  sign  manual  of  the  sovereign.  The  salary  was  formerly  .£100.  Bradley  and  Bliss 
both  held  it  with  professorships  at  Oxford;  but  the  salary  has  gradually  been  raised 
and  is  now  £800  (subject  to  a  deduction  for  a  fund  for  superannuation),  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  astronomer  royal  shall  hold  no  other  office. 

5.  The  duties  of  the  astronomer  royal  are  not  very  definite;  but  undoubtedly  he 
is  to  attend  to  the  main  points  of  astronomy  to  the  best  of  his  judgment  rather  than 
to  anything  of  a  discursive  nature.  The  appointment  originated  in  the  desire  of  dis-> 
covering  means  of  finding  the  longitude  at  sea,  and  therefore  anything  applying  to 
longitude  would  specially  require  his  attention.  In  this  way  the  trials  of  chronome- 
ters first  became  a  part  of  his  duty,  from  which  by  degrees  it  arose  that  the  care  and 
regular  supply  of  chronometers  for  the  royal  navy  were  imposed  upon  him,  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  astronomical  efficiency  of  the  obeer\'atory.  Lately,  the  chronome- 
ter business  has  been  confined  to  rating  the  chronometers  on  trial  for  purchase  or 
navy  chronometers  brought  on  shore,  with  occasional  supplies  of  chronometers  to 
ships  by  direction  of  the  admiralty,  and  with  general  superintendence  of  the  repairs. 

The  duties  are  prescribed,  first,  by  the  Queen's  warrant,  which  merely  directs  the 
astronomer  to  apply  himself  with  diligence  to  observing  the  heavenly  bodies  for  find- 
ing out  the  so-much-desired  longitude  at  sea  (the  same  words  as  in  the  warrant 
originally  given  to  Flamsteed);  second,  by  the  official  instructions  given  by  the 
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admiralty  lx)ard  (who  have  Ihkjii  empowered  to  insiie  instructions  by  the  Queen  in 
oouncdl),  which  enter  a  little  more  minutely  into  the  duties,  but  necessarily  leave  the 
course  of  astronomical  obserx^ations  very  indefinite.^ 

The  board  of  admiralty  sometimes  call  on  the  astronomer  royal  for  a  report,  but 
it  is  rather  upon  such  matters  as  the  state  of  the  buildings  and  instruments,  the  con- 
duct of  the  assistants,  etc.,  than  upon  the  nature  of  the  astronomical  observations. 

I  have  myself  introduced  the  rule  of  reading  a  report  to  the  board  of  visitors  at 
their  annual  meeting  at  the  observatory,  applying  as  well  to  the  astronomical  labors 
as  to  the  general  occurrences  at  the  observatory;  and  this  report  they  have  each 
year  ordered  to  Ije  printed.  (Copies  accompany  this  paper.)  If  this  custom  be 
continued  there  will  probably  ])e  found  a  more  complete  series  of  annuals  of  the 
observatory  than  has  hitherto  existed. 

6.  Besides  the  astronomer  royal  there  are  six  assistants  and  a  laborer,  and  a 
watchman;  also  a  gate  porter  (some  old  sailor  from  Greenwich  hospital).  The 
duties  of  the  assistants  are  to  observe  and  compute,  entirely  under  the  direction  of 
the  astronomer  royal.  None  of  these  persons  reside  within  the  precincts  of  the 
observatory  or  even  within  the  park.  They  find  houses  for  themselves,  from  the 
salaries  mentioned  ])elow  (part  of  the  salary  being  considered  as  compensation  for 
want  of  dwelling  house). 

The  salaries  are:  First  assistant,  £^^50;  second  assistant,  £220  (in  future  instances 
tliis  is  to  be  £190);  third  assistant,  £190;  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  assistants,  £130 
each;  laborer,  £43;  gate  porter,  £15  12s.;  watchman,  £32  10s. 

7.  The  instruments  in  use  at  this  time  are:  A  transit  instrument  10  feet  long, 
constructed  by  Troughton,  bought  by  the  Government;  price,  I  think,  £300. 

Mural  circle,  6  feet  diameter,  constructed  by  Troughton,  bought  by  the  Govern- 
ment; price,  I  believe,  £600.' 

Zenith  tube,  or  zenith  sector,  of  small  range,  for  the  observation  of  Draconis  only, 
which  passes  very  near  to  the  zenith  of  Greenwich;  purchased  by  the  Government. 
I  know  not  the  price. 

The  eastern  equatorial,  or  Shuckburg's  equatorial,  constructed  by  Ramsden; 
presented  by  Lord  Liverpool. 

The  western  equatorial;  a  very  worthless  instrument. 

The  southern  equatorial,  or  Sheepshanks' s  equatorial.  The  object-glass  made  by  a 
Parisian  artist  (I  think  by  Cauchoix);  presented  by  the  Rev.  R.  Sheepshanks;  the 
mounting  by  Mr.  T.  Grubb,  of  Dublin,  at  the  expense  of  the  Government;  its  cost, 
£205. 

Several  telescopes;  prices  unknown — some  prolmbly  exceeding  £100. 

Several  clocks;  the  most  exj)enHive  cost,  I  believe,  £200. 

I  ought  not  to  omit  that  there  is  machinery  for  raising  a  large  Imll  (5  feet  in 
diameter),  on  the  top  of  the  house,  and  dropping  it  precisely  at  1  o'clock  every  day 
as  a  signal  by  w^hich  the  chronometers  on  board  the  ships  in  the  River  Thames  may 
be  rated.     It  was  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  Government;  1  know  not  the  cost. 

Besides  these,  there  is  the  magnetic  apparatus,  yet  imperfect;  the  expense  hitherto 
incurred  has  been  £30  or  £40. 

8.  There  is  a  library,  covering  the  walls  of  a  room  20  feet  square.  It  consists 
principally  of  the  transactions  of  societies,  of  mathematical  and  astronomical  works, 
works  on  the  literature  of  astronomy,  nautical  astronomy,  voyages,  etc.  In  these 
respects  it  is  a  very  good  library.  It  has  been  collected  partly  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government,  and  partly  from  the  presents  of  private  persons  and  ofi^cial  bodies. 

*  The  board  of  visitors  are  empowered  by  their  warrant,  under  the  royal  sign  man- 
ual, to  direi^t  the  astronomer  royal  to  make  such  observations  as  they  may  think  fit; 
but  I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  ever  exercised  this  power. 

*  Another  mural  circle  of  the  same  size,  cxjnstructed  by  Jones,  has  lately  been  sent 
from  the  royal  observatory  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
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9.  The  best  instrument  makers  in  London  at  the  present  time  are  William  Simms 
(successor  of  Troughton,  formerly  his  partner),  136  Fleet  street;  Thomas  Jones,  62 
Charing  Cross;  George  Dolland,  69  St.  Paul's  churchyard.  DoUand  is  principally 
known  for  his  telescopes  and  optical  instruments;  he  has  had  little  experience  in  the 
construction  of  lai^  graduated  instruments.  I  know  no  maker  who  can  be  consid- 
ered as  successor  to  Troughton  in  originality  and  boldness  of  ideas. 

The  whole  annual  expense  of  the  observatory  to  the  Government,  including  sal- 
aries, additions  and  repairs  to  buildings,  additions  and  repairs  to  instnmients,  and 
printing,  exceeds  £3,000. 

MISCELLANEOUS   INFORMATION   BELATINO  TO   OTHER  OBSERVATORIES. 

1.  The  observatory  at  Cambridge  was  built  partly  by  private  subscription,  partly 
by  grant  from  the  funds  of  the  university,  in  1820,  at  an  expense  of  about  £20,000. 
It  is  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  university. 

That  at  Oxford,  I  believe,  was  built  from  the  funds  bequeatheti  for  that  purpose 
by  Dr.  Radcliffe. 

Those  at  Edinbui^h  and  Glasgow  were  commenced  by  private  subscription  and 
afterwards  assisted  by  the  Government. 

That  at  Armagh  was  built  from  funds  bequeathed. 

That  at  Dublin  in  like  manner. 

I  know  not  how  those  at  Oxford,  Armagh,  and  Dublin  are  maintained,  but  I  l>elieve 
that  the  salaries  of  the  observers,  as  well  as  the  general  support  and  repairs  of  the 
buildings  and  instruments,  are  defrayed  from  the  bequests. 

2.  In  the  whole  of  these  (Glasgow  excepted,  which  is  not  much  advanced)  there 
is  a  dwelling  house  for  the  astronomer,  and  in  some  there  are  dwellings  for  assistants, 
connected  in  all  cases  by  building  under  the  same  roof,  or  by  inclosed  passages,  with 
the  observatory. 

The  inclosure  of  land  about  the  Cambridge  observatory  is  7  acres. 

That  at  Oxford,  a  field  perhaps  not  so  laige. 

That  at  Dublin,  about  30  acres. 

The  new  Russian  observatory  at  Pulkowa,  about  50  acres. 

3.  I  do  not  think  that  either  of  the  observatories  which  I  have  mentioned  haa 
undeiTgone  great  alteration.  The  Cambridge  observatory,  built  in  1820,  lias  not  itself 
undei^one  any  alteration,  but  on  occasions  of  the  presentation  of  a  large  telescope 
(20  feet  long  and  12  inches  in  aperture)  a  new  detached  building  was  erected  for  it 
I  may  remark  that  the  Cambridge  observatory  was  built  on  a  plan  architecturally 
symmetrical,  which  arrangement  I  should  deprecate  in  any  new  observatory  on 
account  of  the  difficulties  which  it  presents  to  all  future  alterations. 

4.  The  astronomer  at  Cambridge  is  the  Plumian  professor.  This  officer  is  elected 
by  the  trustees  of  the  estate  bequeathed  by  a  Dr.  Plume,  and  is  paid  by  the  rent  of 
the  estate,  amounting  to  about  £300  per  annum.  When  I  was  elected  to  that  office 
in  1827,  I  represented  to  the  senate  of  the  Cambridge  University  that  this  sum  was 
not  sufficient  remuneration  for  the  duties  of  the  observatory,  and  the  senate  increased 
the  payment  to  £500  by  annual  grant  from  the  funds  of  the  university. 

The  astronomers  at  Oxford  and  Dublin  are  appointeil  by  the  trustees  of  certain 
estates,  and  are  paid  from  their  rents.  I  believe  that  the  astronomer  at  Armagh  is 
elected  and  paid  in  the  same  manner. 

For  the  apx)ointment  of  the  astronomer  at  Edinbui^gh  the  consent  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  necessary.    I  know  not  how  he  is  paid. 

5.  I  do  not  think  that  in  any  of  these  instances  there  is  any  distinct  set  of  instruc- 
tions or  definition  of  duties.  At  Cambridge  there  is  a  board  of  visitors  which  meets 
at  least  three  times  in  each  year  at  the  observatory,  one  of  these  meetings  being 
attended  also  by  other  members  of  the  university  and  strangers.  I  introduced  at 
Cambridge  the  custom  of  reading  a  report  to  the  visitors  at  each  regular  meeting. 
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The  viflitors  are  required  to  make  a  report  oiic*e  a  year  to  the  senate  of  the 
university. 

In  instituting  a  new  observatory  it  appears  to  me  very  desirable  that  there  should 
be  appointed  a  body  like  the  board  of  visitors  at  Greenwich  and  at  Cambridge,  with 
power  to  require  reports  from  the  astronomer  and  perhaps  to  direct  him  in  some 
degree,  and  with  the  duty  of  reporting  to  the  governing  body. 

The  visitors  of  the  Cambridge  Observatory  are  all  members  of  the  senate  of  the  uni- 
versity. The  visitors  of  the  Greenwich  Observatory  are  persons  living  in  different 
parts  of  England. 

6.  At  Cambridge  Observatory  there  are  two  assistants  and  a  laborer. 
At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  the  same. 

At  Edinburgh,  Dublin,  and  Armagh,  I  believe,  one  assistant  each. 
Their  duties  are  to  observe  and  to  calculate,  under  the  direction  of  the  astronomer. 
The  salaries  of  the  Cambridge  assistants  are,  I  think,  £80  each  per  annum,  with 
apartments. 

7.  The  instruments  at  Cambridge  Observatory  are: 

A  mural  circle,  8  feet  in  diameter,  made  by  Troughton;  price,  £1,050. 

A  transit  instrument,  10  feet  long,  made  by  Dolland;  price,  I  believe,  £600. 

An  equatorial  t5-foot  tele8co|)e,  made  by  Jones;  price,  about  £750  (many  complaints 
of  this  price). 

Several  small  instruments,  telescopes,  etc. 

Three  clocks;  one  cost  £100  to  £120. 

A  20-foot  telescope,  presented  by  the  Duke  of  Northumberland. 

At  Oxford  there  are  some  quadrants,  notu^<ed;  and  also  a  circle,  4  feet  diameter, 
made  by  Jones;  and  an  old  transit. 

At  Edinburgh:  A  mural  circle,  4  feet  in  diameter,  made  by  Simms;  and  a  transit, 
made  by  Re|)sold,  of  Hamburg. 

At  Armagh:  A  mtiral  circle,  4  feet  in  diameter,  maile  by  Jcmes;  and  a  transit 
(maker  not  known) . 

At  Dublin:  An  altitude  and  azimuth  instrument;  the  vertical  (drcle,  8  feet  in  diam- 
eter, made  by  Ramsden;  and  a  transit. 

I  may  remark  that,  in  the  construction  of  instruments,  expense  may  frequently  be 
avoided  by  lea\ing  some  points  to  the  discretion  of  the  instrument  maker.  As 
an  instance:  When  I  superintended  the  equatorial  mounting  of  the  20-foot  telescope 
at  Cambridge  I  found  occasion  for  a  5-foot  circle,  and  I  directed  it  to  be  cast  in  one 
piece  of  bell  metal.  It  appears  to  answer  perfectly  well.  Mr.  Simms  is  quite  satis- 
fied with  it,  and  thinks  it  possible  that  it  might  be  made,  at  still  less  expense,  of 
cast  iron.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Simms  has  had,  I  believe,  two  orders  for  large  cir- 
'^les;  and  when  I  have  urged  him  to  have  each  cast  in  one  piece  he  has  expressed 
his  wish  to  do  so;  but  has  informed  me  that  his  orders  were  to  make  them  ''like  the 
Greenwich  circles,"  and  has  therefore  considered  himself  compelled  to  put  them 
tijgether  in  many  pieces,  in  the  same  way  as  the  Greenwich  circles,  at  much  greater 
expense  than  would  have  been  implied  in  the  construction  mentioneil  above. 

G.  B.  Airy. 
June  8, 1839. 

Simre  writing  the  answers  alK)ve,  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Simms  the  following 
list  of  prices: 

The  mural  circles  for  Greenwich,  Cracow,  Brussels,  Edinburgh,  and  Lucknow,  are 
all  of  the  same  dimensions  (6  feet  in  diameter) ,  and  were  all  made  by  Troughton. 
The  price  in  each  case  was  £735.  Mr.  Simms  states  at  this  price  there  was  no  profit 
(Troughton  was  wholly  regardless  of  profit  in  constructing  these  instruments) ,  and 
that  he  would  not  like  to  undertake  one  for  less  than  £900. 

The  mural  circle  for  Cambridge,  8  feet  in  diameter,  was  made  by  Troughton  for 
£1«050. 
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TrouRhton  was  paid  for  the  Greenwich  transit  £315,  which  sum  did  not  include 
the  object  glass.  Mr.  Simms  states  that  the  cost  now  would  be  450  guineas  for  the 
instrument  complete.    Its  length  is  10  feet. 

Troughton  received  for  the  Brussels  equatorial  450  guineas;  but  this  was  too  little; 
it  ought  to  have  been  £600.  (I  think  that  the  length  of  the  telescope  is  5  feet;  the 
diameter  of  the  declination  circle,  3  feet;  and  that  of  the  hour  circle,  2  feet,  or  2} 
feet) 

A  very  good  clock  for  Lucknow  cost  £80.     An  inferior  clock  £28. 

G.  B.  Airy. 

June  11,  1839. 

Mr.  Adams  then  reproduced  the  messages  of  the  President  and  the 
correspondence  between  Mr.  Rush,  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  and 
Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  concerning  the  action  taken  to  secure 
the  bequest,  all  of  which  appears  in  its  proper  place. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  James  Monroe  that  5,000  extra  copies 
of  the  report  above,  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  of  the  reports  of  com- 
mittees heretofore  made,  with  the  other  papers  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject, be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

March  19,  1840^Hou8e. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  statements 
of  moneys  invested  in  the  stocks  of  the  several  States,  was  read  and 
laid  upon  the  table: 

Treasury  Department,  March  17 ^  1840, 
Sir:  This  report  is  submitted  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  9th  instant,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  ''a 
statement  of  all  the  public  moneys  of  the  United  States  invested  in  the  stocks  of  the 
several  States,  specifying  the  amount  invested  in  the  stocks  of  each  State;  the 
authority  by  which  each  investment  was  made;  the  terms  and  rate  of  interest  of  each 
contract;  the  security  received  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  principal  of  each  debt; 
the  rate  per  centum  given  in  the  purchase  of  the  bonds;  and  the  market  value  of  the 
bonds  at  the  times  of  the  respective  investments,  and  at  the  present  time."  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that  this  Department  is  not  aware  that  any  '*of  the  public  moneys 
of  the  United  States,"  held  in  their  own  right,  are  **  invested  in  the  stocks  of  the 
several  States."  But  some  of  the  moneys  held  in  trust  by  the  United  States  have 
been  invested  in  such  stocks,  either  by  agreement  with  those  possessing  the  legal 
title,  such  as  treaty  stipulations  with  Indian  tribes;  or  by  authority  of  acts  of  Con- 
gress, such  as  that  of  the  7th  of  July,  1838,  concerning  the  moneys  received  on 

account  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest. 

******* 

There  are  no  means  here  for  ascertaining  the  market  value  of  the  State  stocks  at 
any  particular  time  with  accuracy.  Sales  of  such  stocks  are  rarely  entered  in  the 
reports  of  stock  operations  at  the  boards  of  the  brokers  in  the  principal  cities;  and 
extensive  and  tedious  correspondence  would  alone  enable  me  to  give  a  near  approxi- 
mation to  their  worth  at  the  periods  of  these  numerous  purchases.  On  examination 
of  the  files  of  a  New  York  price  current,  from  1836  to  the  present  date  (being  the 
only  paper  quoting  the  price  of  stocks  preserved  in  this  Department),  not  one-fourth 
of  the  State  stocks  held  here  could  be  found,  and  not  a  single  quotation  at  the  time 
the  lx)nds  were  purchased.  But  all  of  the  stocks  purchased  here  were  obtained  at 
the  lowest  price  they  could  be  had  at  the  time,  it  having  been  an  invariable  rule 
when  funds  were  received  which  tlie  Department  was  authorized  to  invest,  to  address 
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letters  to  such  persons  in  the  principal  cities  as  were  supposed  to  have  stocRs  for  sale, 

notifying  them  of  the  fact  and  allowing  time  to  receive  their  offers,  after  which  a 

contract  was  made  for  such  as  were  offered  on  terms  found  to  be  most  advantageous 

for  the  trust,  having  regard,  in  determining  that  fact,  to  the  interest  the  stock  yielded 

and  the  length  of  time  before  its  maturity.    The  price  given,  the  par  vahie,  the  rate 

of  interest,  and  the  authority  for  each  purchase  will  ap))ear  in  the  tables  annexed. 

In  respect  to  the  security  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  princijial  of  the 

stocks,  none  other  was  asked  beyond  the  guaranty  of  the  respective  States  in  the  acts 

authorizing  the  issue  of  the  stocks. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treamry, 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresetUatives. 


Statement  of  the  moneys  invested  in  Stale  stocks  neld  in  trust  by  the  Treasury  Department, 
shouing  the  time  of  the  respective  investments,  amount  invested  in  the  stocks  of  each  State, 
raie  of  interest  on  bonds  in  each  contract,  rate  at  which  stock  vxis  purchased,  and  authority 
by  which  each  investment  was  made,  etc. 


Time  of  the  respective 
investments. 


*  *  « 

183S,  September 

November 

December  . . . . 

1839,July 

1840,  February 


Amount  invested  in  the  RUx:kH  of  each  State. 


*  *  *  * 

9600,000.00  Arkansas  bonds 

8,000.00  Michigan  bonds 

10,000.00  Arkansas  bonds 

13,000.00  Arkansas  bonds 

26,000.00  Illinois  bonds 


Rate  of 
Intere.«rt 

on  bonds 
in  each 

contract. 


*    *    * 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 


Rate 
per  cent  at 

which 
bonds  were 
purchased. 


*     *    • 
99ft 

100 

100 
981 
73 


Authority  by  which  the  investments  toere  made.— Act  of  July  7, 1838,  authorizing  the  investment  of  the 
Smithsonian  bequest. 
Security  received  for  the  payment  C(f  interest  and  principal  of  each  rfrfrf.— Guaranty  of  the  State. 
Market  price  at  the  time  of  purchase.— "So  means  of  ascertaining  accurately. 
Market  price  at  the  present  time.— No  means  of  ascertaining  accurately. 

Treasury  Depabtment,  March  16, 1840, 
March  23,  1840— House. 

Mr.  James  Monroe,  of  New  York,  moved  resolution,  which  was 
read  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day: 

Resolved,  Tliat  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest 
l>e  publisheil  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  George  W.  Toland  moved  that  4,000  extra  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  members. 

February  10,  1841— Senate, 

Mr.  Linn  presented  bill  (S.  245)  to  appoint  trustees  for  the  invest- 
ment of  the  Smithsonian  fund: 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  That  the  Secretaries  of  the  State,  the  Treasury,  the  War,  and  the 
Navy  Departments,  the  Attorney-General,  and  the  Postmaster-General,  be,  and  they 
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are  hereby,  constituted  trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  with  power  to  invest  the 
same  in  safe  public  funds,  and  to  change  said  investment  when,  in  their  judgment,  it 
may  be  desirable:  Providedy  however ^  That  said  trustees  shall,  under  no  circumstances, 
diminish  or  expend  the  principal  of  said  fund;  but  that  all  expenses  of  investments 
of  said  fund,  or  for  other  purposes,  aa  provided  by  law,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
interest  which  haa  accrued,  or  which  may  accrue,  from  said  fund. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  trustees  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a 
treasurer  and  secretary  to  the  board  of  trustees,  who  shall  give  bond  in  the  penal  sum 

of dollars  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  and  shall  be  removable 

from  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 

a  compensation  for  his  services  not  exceeding dollars  per  annum.    The  said 

treasurer  and  secretary  shall  perform  his  duties  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  and  shall  render  his  accounts  quarterly  to  the  Treasury  Department.  The 
proceedings  of  said  board  shall  be  reported  annually  to  (Congress;  and  their  transac- 
tions, books,  and  papers,  shall  be  open  to  such  investigations,  and  the  board  shall 
answer  such  inquiries,  in  relation  to  their  official  action,  as  Ck)ngre8S,  or  a  resolution 
of  either  House,  shall  from  time  to  time  direct. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  consist  of 

one  superintendent,  who  shall  receive  a  compensation  of dollars  per  annum, 

and  six  professors,  each  of  whom  shall  receive  a  compensation  of dollars  per 

annum.  The  foregoing  named  officers  to  be  appointed  in  the  following  manner:  The 
National  Institution  for  the  promotion  of  science,  established  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, shall  nominate  said  officers  to  the  President,  to  be,  if  approved  by  him,  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  for  its  advice  and  consent.  The  said  superintendent  and 
professors  shall  hold  their  offices  during  the  term  of  four  years,  and  perform  such 
duties  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  said  National  Institution.  The  said  institution 
shall  also  prescribe  the  duties  of  such  officers,  as  it  may  find  necessary  to  appoint,  for 
the  preservation  of  the  buildings,  grounds,  and  other  property  belonging  to  the 
institution:  Provided,  however.  That  no  greater  number  of  such  officers  shall  be 
appointed  than  shall  be  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  at  no 
higher  compensations,  than  he  shall  approve:  And  provided  also,  That  all  contingent 
expenses  necessary  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  said  officers,  shall  be  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  President  of  the  aforesaid  National  Institution. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  land  owned  by  the  United  States,  in 

the  city  of  Washington,  situated ,  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Mall, 

be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  uses  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion. The  buildings  for  said  institution  i^all  be  erected  thereon,  and  in  which  shall 
be  preserved  the  philosophical  instruments,  apparatus,  and  collections  necessary  to 
promote  the  objects  of  the  institution.  And  all  collections  of  works  of  art  and  of 
natural  history,  owned  by  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  assigned,  shall  be  depos- 
ited in  said  buildings;  and  for  the  transportation  and  arrangement  of  the  same,  the 
sum  of  $5,000  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  National  Institu- 
tion: Prov'uied,  however.  That  the  grounds  herein  assigned  to  the  institution  shall  be 
kept  open  to  the  public,  free  from  all  charge,  but  under  such  regulations  as  the 
preservation  of  the  property  shall  require:  And  provided  also.  That  the  plan  of  the 
buildings  herein  authorized  shall  be  prepared  by  the  National  Institution,  and  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  upon  receiving  his  approba- 
tion, shall  be  erected  under  the  superintendence  of  the  National  Institution;  the  said 
buildings,  collections,  and  grounds,  shall  be  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
National  Institution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Library. 
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February  17,  1841 — Senate. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Pbeston,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  245)  to  appoint  trustees  for  the  investment  of 
the  Smithsonian  fund,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  also  the 
following  bills  as  substitutes  therefor: 

S.  258.  Bill  to  incorporate  within  the  District  of  Columbia  the 
National  Institution  for  the  promotion  of  science. 

S.  259.  Bill  to  invest  the  proceeds  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  to 
establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  which  were  severally  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

[S.  258.] 

A  bill  to  incorporate,  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  National  Institution  for  the  Promotion 

of  Science. 

Be  it  enactedf  etc,,  That  Joel  R.  Poinsett^  Jaines  K.  Paulding,  John  Quincy  Adams, 
John  J.  Abert,  Joseph  G.  Totten,  A.  O.  Dayton,  Francis  Marcoe,  Levi  Woodbury, 
William  Cranch,  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  William  J.  Stone,  and  others,  com]:)osing  the 
association  in  the  District  of  Columbia  denominated  the  National  Institution  for  the 
Promotion  of  Stnence,  and  their  successors  duly,  elected  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  constituted  and  declared  to  be  a  body  politic 
and  corporate,  by  the  name  and  title  of  the  National  Institution  for  the  Promotion  of 
Science,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  all  rights  and  privileges  of  corporate 
bodies,  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  the  laws  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  in  conformity  with  the  following  rules  and  regulations: 

Article  first.  This  society  shall  be  named  **The  National  Institution  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  Science."  "^ 

Article  second.  It  shall  hold  its  meetings  at  the  city  of  Washington. 

Article  third.  It  shall  be  composed  of  resident,  corresponding,  and  honorary 
members. 

Article  fourth.  The  resident  members  shall  be  persons  residing  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  cx)rresponding  members  shall  be  persons  residing  out  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  who  wish  to  aid  the  institution  by  their  contributions  or  commuuictations, 
and  the  class  of  honorary  members  shall  be  composed  of  eminent  men  residing  out 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Article  fifth.  Resident  members  removing  from  the  District  of  Columbia  shall,  on 
request,  be  transferred  to  the  list  of  corresponding  members,  and  vice  versa;  but  any 
corresponding  member  may,  at  his  option,  be  recorded  and  considered  a  resident 
member. 

Article  sixth.  The  officers  of  the  institution  shall  consist  of  a  president,  vice- 
president,  twelve  directors,  a  treasurer,  and  a  corresponding  and  a  recording  secretary; 
Provided,  That  no  member  shall  hold  more  than  one  of  the  offices  created  by  this 
article  at  the  same  time,  but  that  an  acceptance  of  one  shall  be  construed  as  refusal 
of  all  othern. 

Article  seventh.  The  oflScers  shall  constitute  a  board  of  management  of  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the  institution;  and  any  five  members  of  the  board  shall  be  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  ordinary  business. 

Article  eighth.  The  secretaries  of  the  departments  of  State,  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy,  and  the  Attorney-General  and  Postmaster-General  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  time  being,  shall,  with  their  consent,  be  directors  of  the  institution;  but,  upon  the 
refusal  of  one  or  more  of  them  to  accede  to  the  request  of  the  institution,  such  director 
or  directors  shall  be  chosen  in  the  same  manner  as  herein  provided  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  other  officers.    The  officers  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  one  year,  or  until 
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their  successors  shall  be  appointed,  from  among  the  resident  members  of  the  institu- 
tion. This  election  shall  take  place  at  the  annual  meeting;  and  eac^h  member  who 
is  duly  qualified,  and  shall  be  present  at  such  meeting,  shall  have  a  vote  in  said 
election. 

Article  ninth.  The  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  each  year, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be  convenient;  the  stated  meetings  on  the  second  Mon- 
day in  each  month,  and  special  meetings  whenever  five  resident  members  shall  con- 
cur in  a  request  to  that  effect. 

Article  tenth.  The  president,  vice-president,  or,  in  their  absence,  one  of  the  directors, 
in  order  of  seniority,  as  named  in  article  eighth,  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
institution;  or  if  neither  of  these  members  be  present,  the  meeting  shall  elect  its 
own  chairman. 

Article  eleventh.  The  election  of  members  shall  be  by  ballot;  the  candidate  being 
nominated  to  the  corresponding  secretary,  in  writing,  at  least  one  week  before  the 
meeting  when  he  is  so  balloted  for,  and  proposed  by  any  three  directors  of  the  society. 

Article  twelfth.  Resident  members  shall,  on  admission,  subscribe  the  constitution 
of  the  institution  and  pay  to  the  treasurer  five  dollars  each,  and  annually  thereafter, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  five  dollars  each,  to  aid  in  defraying  necessary 
expenses,  and  for  such  other  purposes  as  the  board  of  management  may  direct. 

Article  thirteenth.  No  resident  member  shall  vote  at  any  stated  or  other  meeting 
of  the  institution,  on  any  question  whatever,  who  has  not  paid  his  subscription  and 
annual  dues,  or  who  shall  not  have  attended  a  meeting  of  the  institution  within  one 
year  previous  to  such  meeting. 

Article  fourteenth.  The  resident  and  corresponding  members  shall  exert  themselves 
to  procure  specimens  of  natural  history,  and  so  forth;  and  the  said  specimens  shall 
be  placed  in  the  cabinet,  under  the  superintendence  of  a  board  of  curators,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  directors.  All  such  specimens,  and  so  forth,  unless  deposited  spe- 
cially, shall  remain  in  the  cabinet;  and,  in  case  of  the  dissolution  of  the  institution, 
shall  become  the  property  of  the  United  States. 

Article  fifteenth.  The  resident  members  of  the  institution  shall  be  divided  into 
such  departments  as  may  hereafter  be  determined  upon.  The  members  composing 
each  department  shall  especially  be  charged  with  the  subjects  embraced  thTerein,  and 
communicate  to  the  institution  the  result  of  their  inquiries;  but  every  member  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  making  such  communications  as  he  may  think  proper  on  any 
subject  connected  with  the  designs  of  the  institution. 

Article  sixteenth.  The  various  collections  of  the  institution  shall  be  placed  in  tiie 
apartments  which  may  be  designated  for  that  purpose  Tsy  a  majority  of  the  directors. 

Article  seventeenth.  This  constitution,  with  the  exceptions  of  articles  six,  eight, 
ten,  fourteen,  and  sixteen,  or  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  office  of  directors, 
their  duties,  privileges,  or  powers,  or  the  purposes  or  place  of  keeping  of  the  collec- 
tions of  the  institution,  shall  be  subject  to  alterations  and  additions  at  any  meeting 
of  the  institution:  Provided^  Notice  of  a  motion  for  such  alteration  or  addition  shall 
have  l)een  given  and  recorded  at  a  preceding  regular  meeting:  And  provided^  further^ 
That  no  alterations  or  amendments  shall  ever  be  made  in  the  above  referred  to  articles 
without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  directors. 

Article  eighteenth.  A  code  of  by-laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  business  of  the 
board  of  management,  and  the  annual  and  other  meetings  of  the  institution,  and  for 
matters  relating  to  nonattendance,  privileges,  duties  of  officers,  and  so  forth,  shall 
be  prepared  by  a  committee  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Article  nineteenth.  All  persons  present  at  the  adoption  of  this  constitution  shall, 
if  desirous  of  becoming  members  of  the  institution,  sign  the  same  as  evidence  of  such 
desire,  and  in  proof  of  such  membership;  and  all  members  subsequently  admitted 
shall  sign  the  same  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  society  which  they  may  attend  after 
such  admission. 
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Article  twentieth.  The  institution  shall  have  power  to  appoint  curators  and  others 
for  the  preservation  and  arrangement  of  the  collections. 

[S.  259.] 
A  bill  to  invest  the  proceeds  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Be  it  enacted f  etc,y  That  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  consist  of  one  superin- 
tendent, with  a  compensation  of dollars  i)er  annum,  and  not  exceeding  six 

professors,  with  compensation  to  each  of dollars  per  annum,  with  such  numljer 

of  curators  and  assistants  as  may  be  found  necessary:  Provided^  The  number  of,  and 
the  compensation  to,  the  curators  and  assistants  shall  be  approval  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States;  all  these  officers  to  be  elected  by  the  board  of  management  of  the 
National  Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Science,  established  at  Washington,  and 
according  to  the  form  and  manner  prescribed  for  the  electing  of  officers  of  that  insti- 
tution; but  the  election  of  professors  shall  not  be  made  until  the  buildings  are  pre- 
pared for  them  to  enter  upon  their  duties. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  officers  of  the  National  Institution  for 
the  Promotion  of  Science,  together  with  the  superintendent  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  shall  constitute  a  board  of  management  of  the  interest  of  the  Smith- 
sonian fund;  and  shall  have  power  to  plan  and  erect  the  necessary  buildings,  to  lay 
out  the  grounds,  to  preserve  and  repair  the  same,  to  procure  the  necessary  books  and 
philosophical  instruments,  to  arrange  the  collections,  to  prescribe  the  duties  of  the 
professors  and  others  belonging  to  the  said  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  to  establish 
regulations  for  the  preservation  of  the  property,  and  for  a  proper  exhibition  of  the 
same:  Provided ^  however ^  That  no  regulation  shall  exact  a  fee  from  any  visitor:  And 
provided^  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  member  of 
the  National  Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Science  from  being  an  officer  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

Sec'.  3.  And  he  it  further  enactedy  That  the  said  board  of  management  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  a  treasurer  and  secretary,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  a  compensation 

of dollars  per  annum,  who  shall  give  bond,  in  the  penal  sum  of dollars, 

for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  which  duties  shall  be  prescribed  by  said 
board;  but  he  shall  render  the  accounts  of  his  expenditures  quarterly  to  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department;  and  the  said  board  shall  report  its 
proceedings  in  detail  annually  to  Congress,  or  oftener,  if  required. 

Sec.  4.  And  lye.  it  further  enactedf  That  all  works  of  art,  and  all  books  relating 
thereto,  and  all  collections  and  curiosities  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  the  pos- 
session of  any  of  the  executive  departments,  and  not  necessarily  connected  with  the 
duties  thereof,  shall  bo  transferred  to  said  institution,  to  be  there  preserved  and 
arrange<l. 

Sec.  5.  And  f*e  it  further  enacted^  That  the  interest  which  has  accrued  on  the  Smith- 
sonian fimd  be,  and  the  same  Ls  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  that  the  ground  owned  by  the  Uniteil 
States,  and  designated  in  the  plan  of  the  city  of  Washington  as  the  Mall,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  buildings  and  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution an<l  the  National  Institution;  and  the  same  shall  be  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  board  of  management  of  the  National  Institution. 

CARE   OF   GOVERNMENT  COLLECTIONS. 
Ju/y  20,  1840. 

An  act  appropriating  for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  1840. 

For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Depai-tments  to  place  in  a  state  of  safe  preservation  the  specimens  of 
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natural  history  which  are  now  deposited  in  their  respective  offices,  or 
which  may  be  brought  there  resulting  from  surveys  of  the  unexplored 
portions  of  our  own  country,  or  from  the  exploring  expedition  now 
in  the  South  Seas,  by  the  authority  and  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  or  otherwise,  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $500. 
(Stat.  V,  406.) 

March  3.  1841. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  Naval  Service  for  the  year  1841. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  transporting  to  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton and  arranging  and  preserving  the  collections  made  by  the  explor- 
ing expedition,  $5,000. 
,    (Stat.  V,  420.) 

INTERNATIONAL  EXCHANGES 
July  20,  1840. 

Be  it  resolved^  etc,^  That  the  librarian,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Library,  be  authorized  to  exchange  such  duplicates 
as  may  be  in  the  library  for  other  books  or  works. 

Second.  That  he  be  authorized,  in  the  same  way,  to  exchange 
documents. 

Third.  That  hereafter  fifty  additional  copies  of  the  documents, 
printed  by  order  of  either  House,  be  printed  and  bound  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exchange  in  foreign  countries. 

(Stat.  V,  409.) 
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BEQUEST  OF  JAMES  SMITHSON. 
September  2,  1841 — Houee. 

Mr.  MiLLAKD  Fillmore,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 
whom  resolutions  of  instruction  had  heretofore  been  referred,  reported 
a  bill  (H.  34)  to  repeal  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1838,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  July,  1838,  and  to 
prohibit  any  investment  of  the  funds  of  the  United  States  in  stocks  of 
the  several  States. 

The  section  proposed  to  be  repealed  is  as  follows: 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  the  money  arising  from  the  bequest  of 
the  late  James  Smithson,  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  at  Washington,  in 
this  District,  an  institution  to  be  denominated  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which 
may  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  is  hereby  appropriated,  and  shall  be  invested  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
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States,  in  stocks  of  States,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  5  per  centum 
per  annum,  which  said  stocks  shall  be  held  by  the  said  Secretary  in  trust  for  the 
ones  specified  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  said  Smithson,  until  provision  is  made 
by  law  for  carrying  the  purpose  of  said  bequest  into  effect;  and  that  the  annual 
interest  accruing  on  the  stock  aforesaid  shall  be  in  like  manner  invested  for  the  benefit 
of  said  institution. 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked  that  as  the  bill  contained  no  appropriation,  and 
needed  not  therefore  to  be  committed,  it  be  put  on  its  third  reading 
then. 

Passed. 

Septtmber  3,  1841 — Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  September  2,  1841,  to  repeal  the  sixth 
section  of  the  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Academy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1838,"  etc.,  was 
read  twice;  and,  on  the  question  of  reference  coming  up, 

Mr.  A.  H.  Sevier  said  this  bill  was  one  of  a  most  extraordinary 
character.  It  was  to  repeal  existing  contracts,  and  to  violate  treaty 
stipulations  with  the  Indians  without  their  consent.  He  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Pkeston  appealed  to  the  Senator  to  withdraw  his  motion. 
He  was  disposed  to  entertain  a  similar  opinion  of  the  bill,  but  thought 
it  more  respectful  to  the  House  to  refer  it  to  a  committee.  He  would 
therefore  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Sevier  said,  if  it  was  to  be  referred  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Walker  concurred  in  this  view. 

Mr.  Levi  Woodbury  made  some  remarks  to  the  effect  that  the  bill 
could  be  only  prospective  in  its  character,  and  would  have  no  effect  on 
existing  contracts. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Calhoun  said  this  bill  involved  questions  of  an  important 
character,  which  it  was  very  evident  would  require  more  time  for 
their  consideration  than  could  be  devoted  to  them  at  the  present  ses- 
sion.    He  would  therefore  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Sevier  then  moved  its  reference  to  the  Conunittee  on  Indian 
Affairs.     Lost. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Preston  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

September  4,  1841. 

Act  of  Congress  to  appropriate  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands 
and  to  grant  preemption  rights  to  States,  enabling  them  to  pay  interest 
and  principal  of  the  State  bonds  held  by  the  Government. 

Included  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Alabama,  Missouri,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  Michigan. 

(Stat  V,  453.) 
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September  8,  1841 — Senate. 

Mr.  George  Evans,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  reported,  with 
an  amendment,  the  bill  from  the  House  to  repeal  the  sixth  section  of 
the  act  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  for  1838, 
and  to  prohibit  the  investment  of  trust  funds  of  the  United  States  in 
the  stocks  of  the  several  States. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  same,  and  the  bill  was  amended, 
so  as  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert: 

That  80  much  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Mil- 
itary Academy  of  the  United  States  for  1S38  as  requires  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  invest  the  annual  interest  accruing  on  the  investment  of  the  money  arising  from 
the  hequest  of  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  London,  in  the  stocks  of  the  States,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed;  and  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  shall  invest  said 
accruing  interest  in  any  stock  of  the  United  States,  bearing  a  rate  of  interest  not  lees 
than  5  per  cent  \ter  annum. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Sevier  made  some  observations  in  relation  to  the  amend- 
ment not  distinctly  heard  in  the  gallery. 

Mr.  Evans  remarked  that  the  repeal  affected  that  portion  only  of 
the  bill  of  1838  which  related  to  the  investment  of  the  funds  of  the 
institution,  and  accruing  interest  in  State  stocks ;  the  investment  to 
be  changed  to  United  States  stock. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Calhoun  requested  the  bill  and  amendments  would  be 
read. 

The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr,  Calhoun  wished  to  know  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  funds 
when  there  was  no  United  States  stock  to  be  had.  If  all  authority  to 
invest  them  and  the  accruing  interest  in  other  stocks  was  repealed,  and 
there  should  be  no  United  States  stock  in  the  market,  or  in  existence, 
what  was  to  be  done  with  the  money  ? 

Mr.  Evans  replied  that  all  that  had  been  taken  into  consideration  in 
committee,  and  it  was  the  unanimous  impression  that  there  would  be  a 
sufficient  supply  of  United  States  stock  in  existence  for  the  next  three 
years  at  least,  and  that  no  difficulty  could  arise  in  that  way.  If,  how- 
ever, any  difficulty  of  that  nature  should  arise,  provision  could  be  made 
by  Congress  in  time  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  Archibald  L.  Linn  considered  the  whole  thing  as  a  direct 
attack  upon  the  credit  of  the  States.  Here  was  an  act  of  Congress 
implying  on  the  very  face  of  it  a  discredit  of  State  stocks.  Was  not 
this  calculated  to  depress  State  stocks,  both  in  the  home  and  foreign 
markets? 

Mr.  Evans  observed  that  it  was  the  standing  of  the  State  stocks  in 
those  markets  which  had  called  for  the  amendment  of  the  act  of  1888* 

Mr.  Linn  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  this  fact;  that  the 
Democratic  party,  during  the  last  political  struggle  of  the  party  now 
administering  the  Government  to  get  into  power,  had  been  slandered. 
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vilified,  and  abused  with  the  most  unfounded  charges  of  designs  to 
discredit  the  States  of  this  Union.  The  Democratic  party  had  been 
denounced  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other  for  having  pros- 
tnited  the  whole  credit  system.  They  were  pronounced  traitors  to 
their  country,  and  a  continued  stream  of  vitupemtion  was  poured  out 
upon  them  from  June,  1839,  to  the  close  of  the  Presidential  election, 
with  a  view  of  enlisting  the  prejudices  of  every  one  connected  with 
State  stocks  against  the  continuation  of  the  Democracy  in  power. 
Yet,  what  spectacle  do  we  now  see  presented  to  the  country  ?  What 
but  that  to  be  expected  from  the  Whig  party,  which  had  so  notoriously 
proved  to  the  world  that  their  professions  out  of  power  were  one 
thing  and  their  performances  in  power  quite  another  and  a  different 
thing?  Now  that  they  have  the  first  opportunity,  they  offer  the  most 
outrageous,  treacherous,  and  fatal  stab  to  the  State  stock  credit  sys- 
tem that  ever  was  attempted  by  any  representatives  of  the  people  or 
the  States.  But  he  was  glad  the  gentleman  had  shown  the  true  char- 
acter of  their  professions  conti*asted  with  their  performances. 

Mr.  Levi  Woodbury  considered  there  were  other  things  which 
ought  to  be  taken  in  view.  Besides  the  fatal  stab  thus  offered  to  the 
credit  of  State  stocks,  the  institution  itself  might  be  deprived  of  the 
advantage  of  investing  its  funds  in  stock  no  less  secure  than  United 
States  stock,  though  for  temporary  causes  depreciated,  but  sometimes 
yielding  an  opportunity  of  purchase  at  60  or  65,  when  United  States 
stock  might  be  at  more  than  100. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  relation  between  the  Government  and  the  States, 
of  the  latter  being  debtors  to  the  former,  ought  always  to  be  avoided; 
for  what  means  could  be  used  to  coerce  the  States  if  they  refused  to 
pay  ?  We  had  stocks  of  our  own  in  which  this  trust  fund  of  the  Gov- 
ernment could  be  invested.  He  should  prefer  the  adoption  of  this 
principle,  that  in  all  cases  of  triLst  funds  an  account  should  be  opened 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  fund  should 
be  held  in  the  Treasury,  and  it  pay  an  annual  interest  on  it  until  its 
object  was  accomplished.  He  regarded  this  Smithsonian  fund  as  a 
sacred  trust  which  the  Government  would  be  bound  to  restore  if  it 
should  ever  be  lost;  and  that  being  the  case — the  Government  being 
responsible  for  them — it  would  be  better  that  they  should  remain  in 
the  Treasury,  under  our  charge. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Tappan  was  understood  to  concur  in  this  opinion,  and 
after  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Woodbuby,  Mr.  Calhoun,  and 
Mr.  Sevier  the  amendment  was  engrossed,  the  bill  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  its  title  was  amended  so  as  to  be,  in  effect, 
''an  act  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United  States  for  1838,  and  for  other 
purposes." 
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September  9,  1841. 

Report  of  T,  Ewing^  Secretary  of  Treasury, 

Stale  stocks  held  by  tiie  Treasury  Department,  in  trust  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 


Of  what  States. 


Arkansas . . 

Do 

Do 

Do 

UUnoia.... 

Do 

Do 

Michigan.. 
Ohio 

Total 


Amount  of 
stock. 


$600,000.00 
10,000.00 
13,000.00 
15,000.00 
26,000.00 

6,000.00 
24,000.00 

8,000.00 
18,000.00 


620,000.00 


Co«t. 


9499.500.00 
10,000.00 
12,837.50 
10,555.00 
18,960.0dI 

4,223.00 
19,200.00 

8,270.67 
16,960.00 


600,980.17 


September  9,  1841 — House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  the  House  took  up  the  bill  providing 
for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  Military  Academy 
act  of  1838,  as  provides  for  the  investment  of  the  Smithsonian  funds 
in  State  stocks;  and  the  Senate  amendments  thereto  were  amended  in 
several  respects,  and  the  bill  was  returned  to  the  Senate. 

September  10,  1841 — House. 

The  House  considered  the  message  from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the 
amendments  of  the  House  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
H.  34,  when  it  was 

Resolved^  That  this  House  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  first  amendment  of  this  House  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  said  bill,  and  recede  from  their  second  amendment  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  to  said  bill,  and  that  the  bill  do  pass  accordingly. 

September  11,  1841. 

Be  it  enacted^  etc.j  That  so  much  of  the  sixth  section  of  an  act 
entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1838,  and  for  other  purposes,"  as 
requires  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  invest  the  annual  interest 
accruing  on  the  investment  of  the  money  arising  from  the  bequest 
of  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  London,  in  the  stocks  qf  States,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall,  until  Congress  shall  appropriate  said  accruing  interest  to  the 
purposes  prescribed  by  the  testator  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men,  invest  said  accruing  interest  in  any  stock  of 
the  United  States,  bearing  a  rate  of  interest  not  less  than  five  per 
centum  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  other  funds  held  in  trust 
))y  the  United  States,  and  the  annual  interest  accruing  thereon^  when 
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not  otherwise  required  by  treaty,  shall  in  like  manner  be  invested  in 
stocks  of  the  United  States,  bearing  a  like  rate  of  interest. 

Sec.  3.  Andhe  It  further  efiacted^  That  the  three  clerks,  authorized 
by  the  act  of  June  23,  1836,  ''to  regulate  the  deposits  of  the  public 
money,"  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to  be  retained  and  employed  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  as  provided  in  said  act,  until  the  state  of  the 
public  business  l)ecomes  such  that  their  services  can  conveniently  be 
dispensed  with. 

(Stat.,  V,  465.) 
December  7,  1841 — Senate. 

Mci<m<je  iff  tfie  President ^  John  Tyler, 

*  *  *  I  suggest  for  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  making, 
without  further  delay,  some  specific  application  of  the  funds  derived 
under  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson,  of  England,  for  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge,  and  which  have  heretofore  been  vested  in  public  stocks, 
until  such  time  as  Congress  should  think  proper  to  give  them  a  specific 
direction.  Nor  will  you,  I  feel  confident,  permit  any  abatement  of 
the  principal  of  the  legacy  to  be  made,  should  it  turn  out  that  the 
stocks  in  which  the  investments  have  been  made  had  undergone  a 
depreciation.     *     *     * 

December  10,  1841 — House. 

Mr.  Millard  Fillmore  offered  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of 
a  select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  legacy. 

Adopted;  and  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  of  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
Richard  W.  Habersham  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Truman  Smith  of  Connecti- 
cut, Mr.  Joseph  R.  Underwood  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Benjamin  Randall 
of  Maine,  Mr.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Robei-t  M.  T. 
Hunter  of  Virginia,  Mr.  George  S.  Houston  of  Alabama,  and  Mr. 
Samuel  S.  Bowne  of  New  York  were  appointed  said  committee. 
December  15,  1841 — House. 

Mr.  William  Cost  Johnson  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Washington  City,  praying  an  early  disposition  of  the  funds 
of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the 
donor. 

Referred  to  the  select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest. 
December  29,  1841— Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Preston,  it  was  ordered  that  the  President's 
message,  relative  to  the  Smithson  bequest,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Library — Mr.  W.  C.  Preston,  Mr.  Benjamin  Tappan,  Mr. 
Rufus  Choate. 
January  3,  1842 — House. 

Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  Smithsonian  legacy  be  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  that  subject. 
H.  Doc.  732 15 
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March  29,  1842— House. 

Mr.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll  presented  a  memorial  of  Richard  Kush, 
praying  additional  compensation  for  his  services  in  recovering  the 
Smithsonian  legacy. 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  bequest. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  presented  a  petition  of  B.  Birdsall,  of  the  State 
of  New  York. 

The  following  is  the  petition: 

Your  petitioner  prays  that  a  part  of  the  funds  of  the  "Smithsonian  bequest"  may  be 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  awarding  a  system  of  annual  prizes 
for  the  best  original  essays  on  the  various  subjects  of  the  physical  nciences,  useful 
arte,  and  abstract  mathematics,  etc.,  and  for  such  new  discoveries  in  art  or  science 
as  shall  do  honor  to  the  nation;  the  subjecte  of  the  prizes  to  be  given  or  proposed  by 
a  competent  committee. 

Your  petitioner  entertains  the  opinion  that  some  such  system  as  the  one  prayed 

for  would  exert  a  most  powerful  influence  in  favor  of  science  in  this  country,  and 

would  operate  as  an  excellent  stimulant  to  those  who  are  disposed  to  honor  their 

country  in  cultivating  and  promoting  those  branches  of  useful  science  which  serve 

to  work  out  the  distinction  between  the  savage  and  civilized  state. 

For  this  your  petitioner  most  respectfully  prays. 

B.  Birdsall. 
Clinton,  February  9,  184^. 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  bequest. 
April  11,  1842— Senate. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Preston,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  reported 
a  bill  (S.  224)  to  invest  the  proceeds  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  to 
establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

April  12,  1842— House. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  from  the  committee  appointed  December  10, 
1841,  made  the  following  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  (H.  386), 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union: 

The  seventh  year  is  already  considerably  advanced  in  its  course 
since  the  then  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1835,  communicated,  by  message,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress 
the  fact  of  this  bequest,  with  a  copy  of  the  will  of  James  Smithson, 
in  which  it  was  contained;  and  with  the  remark  that,  the  Executive 
having  no  authority  to  take  any  steps  for  accepting  the  trust,  and 
obtaining  the  funds,  the  papers  were  communicated  with  a  view  to 
such  measures  as  Congress  might  deem  necessary. 

This  message,  with  its  accompanying  correspondence  and  vouchers, 
was  referred  in  the  Senate  to  their  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  a  select  committee  of  nine  mem- 
bers, both  of  which  committees  reported  in  favor  of  the  acceptance 
by  Congress  of  the  bequest,  and  of  assuming,  for  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  the  solemn  obligation  of  preserving  inviolate  the  fund 
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bequeathed  by  the  testator,  and  of  applying  the  income  derived  there- 
from faithfully  to  the  purposes  prescribed  by  him. 

Accordingly,  on  the  Ist  of  July,  1836,  a  bill  which  had  previously 
been  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress  received  the  sanction  of  the 
President,  authorizing  him  to  appoint  an  agent  or  agents  to  recover 
the  funds  bequeathed  by  the  will  of  the  testator,  and  then  being  in 
charge  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  deposit  the 
same  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  was,  by  the  same  act,  expressly  pledged  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  trust  assumed  by  the  acceptance  of  the  bequest. 

An  agent  was  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  who  recovered,  by  a 
decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  a  sum  which,  on  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber, 1838,  was  deposited  in  gold  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States  at 
Philadelphia,  amounting  to  $508,318.46. 

By  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Academy  of  the  United  States  and  for  other  purposes, 
approved  on  the  7th  of  eTuly,  1838,  it  was  provided  that  all  the  money 
arising  from  the  bequest  of  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  London,  for 
the  purpose  of  founding  at  Washington,  in  this  District,  an  institution 
to  be  denominated  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which  might  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  was  appropriated,  and  should  be  inve^sted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  stocks  of  States,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of 
not  less  than  5  per  centum  per  annum;  which  said  stocks  should  be 
held  by  the  said  Secretary  in  trust  for  the  uses  specilSed  in  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  said  Smithson,  until  provision  should  be  made 
by  law  for  carrying  the  purpose  of  said  bequest  into  effect;  and  that 
the  annual  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  aforesaid  shall  be  in  like 
manner  invested  for  the  benefit  of  said  institution. 

Under  the  authority  and  the  requisition  of  this  act,  immediately 
after  the  deposit  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia  of 
the  moneys  recovered  by  the  decree  of  the  court  of  chancery  in  Eng- 
land, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  invested  in  stocks  of  the  State  of 
Arkansas  $500,000,  and  $8,000  in  stocks  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  all 
at  the  interest  of  6  per  cent;  since  which  time,  by  the  same  authority, 
$3,800  of  the  stocks  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  $3,600  of  the  State  >f 
Illinois,  $18,000  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  have  been  invested  in  like  man- 
ner, until  the  11th  of  September  last,  when  the  provision  of  the  law 
which  authorized  and  required  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  invest 
the  accruing  interest  on  the  principal  fund  in  the  stock  of  the  States 
was  repealed,  and  he  was  directed,  until  Congress  shall  appropriate 
said  accruing  interest  to  the  purposes  described  by  the  testator,  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  to  invest  said  accru- 
ing interest  in  any  stock  of  the  United  States  bearing  a  rate  of  interest 
not  less  than  5  per  centum  per  annum.     Under  this  authorit}"^  the 


.•*  *" 
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Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  invest  the  sum  of  $1,291.86,  at  the  rate 
of  5i  per  cent  a  year — a  rate  of  interest  more  parsimonious  for  the 
benelSt  of  the  Treasury  than  liberal  for  the  benefit  of  this  generous 
and  bountiful  fund. 

The  500  bonds,  of  $1,000  each,  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  issued  to 
the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  are  not  redeemable  before  the  26th 
of  October,  1860;  and  the  38  bonds  subsequently  issued  to  the  Real 
Estate  Bank  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  not  before  the  1st  of  January, 
1861. 

The  8  bonds  of  the  State  of  Michigan  are  not  redeemable  before  the 
first  Monday  of  July,  1858. 

Twenty-three  thousand  dollars  of  the  bonds  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
are  not  redeemable  before  the  end  of  1860;  and  $33, (KX)  not  before 
the  1st  of  January,  1870. 

Eighteen  thousand  dollars  of  the  bonds  of  the  State  of  Ohio  are  not 
redeemable  before  the  1st  of  January,  1861. 

The  sum  gf  $1,291.86,  due  by  the  United  States,  is  redeemable  at 
their  pleasure  after  the  31st  of  December,  1844. 

In  the  bill  herewith  reported,  it  is  proposed  to  settle  three  funda- 
mental principles  for  the  administration  and  management  of  the  fund 
in  all  after  time. 

First.  That  the  principal  fund  shall  be  presei'ved  and  maintained 
unimpaired,  with  an  income  secured  upon  it  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent 
a  year,  from  which  all  appropriations  for  the  purposes  of  the  founder 
shall  be  made. 

Second.  That  the  portions  of  the  income  already  accrued,  and  invested 
in  stocks  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Ohio,  shall 
be  constituted  funds,  from  the  annual  interest  of  which  an  astronom- 
ical observator,  with  four  assistants,  and  necessary  laborers,  shall  be 
appointed  and  maintained,  without  expense  to  this  nation,  and  with  a 
considerable  increase  of  the  principal  fund  and  of  its  annual  income — 
a  principle  susceptible  of  extension  to  future  application,  which  may 
continually  increase  at  the  discretion  of  Congress  the  means  and  capa- 
bilities of  the  institution  to  promote  and  accomplish  the  great  purposes 
of  the  founder. 

The  establishment  of  this  principle  will  have  the  further  advantage 
of  relieving  the  board  of  overseers  from  the  necessity  of  using  the 
bonds  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Ohio,  none 
of  which  are  redeemable  before  the  year  1858.  The  annual  interest 
upon  them,  it  can  not  be  doubted,  will  be  hereafter,  as  it  has  been 
hitherto,  punctually  paid;  and,  independent  of  the  faith  of  the  several 
States,  respectively  pledged  to  this  punctuality,  the  4th  section  of  the 
act  of  4th  September,  1841,  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  and  to  grant  preemption  rights,  has  furnished  to 
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those  States  the  means  of  paying  punctually,  not  only  the  annual 
interest,  but  at  the  stipulated  time  the  principal  itself,  of  their  bonds 
without  bearing  upon  the  people  of  the  States  for  the  pressure  of  a 
single  dollar. 

The  third  principle  proposed  to  be  made  by  the  bill  fundamental,  for 
the  future  management  of  this  fund,  is  that  no  part  of  the  sums  appro- 
priated from  this  fund  shall  be  applied  to  any  institution  of  education 
or  religious  establishment.  The  reasons  for  this  exclusion  have  been 
set  forth  at  large  in  the  document  hereto  annexed,  and  which  the  com- 
mittee present  as  a  part  of  their  report.  They  submit  especially  the 
argument  contained  in  the  report  made  to  this  House  on  the  5th  of 
March,  1840,  with  confidence  in  the  opinion  that  the  appropriation  of 
any  portion  of  the  fund  to  such  institutions  or  establishments,  how- 
ever meritorious,  could  not  fail  to  diveit  the  fund  from  the  real  pur- 
poses of  the  testator. 

Annexed  hereto  are  copies  of  the  bonds  of  the  several  States,  taken 
under  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  7th  July,  1838,  and 
of  the  United  States,  taken  by  authority  of  the  act  of  11th  September, 
1841,  with  a  tabular  statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the  funds. 

Apjjendix  to  report  of  Mr.  Adams: 

UNITED   STATES   OF    AMERICA,  STATE   OF    ILUN0I8. 

11,000.]  Interest  six  per  cent.  [$1,000. 

Certificate  of  Illinois. 

No.  299.  ]  Internal  improvement  stock.  [No.  299. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  there  is  due  from  the  State  of  Illinois  to 
Thomas  Mather,  or  bearer,  one  thousand  dollars,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent  jxjr  annum  ])ayable  half  yearly,  on  the  first  Mondays  of  January  and  July,  at 
the  banking  house  oi  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  New  York,  on  presentation 
and  surrender  of  the  annexeil  warrants.  The  principal  is  reimbursable  at  the  said 
banking  house,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State,  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1870. 

For  the  performance  of  all  which  the  faith  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is  irrevocably 
pledged,  agreeably  to  "An  act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal 
improvements,"  approved  February  27,  1837,  and  amendments  thereto  approved 
Manh  2,  1839,  and  Februar\'  1  and  3,  1840. 

Witness  my  hand,  at  Springfield,  this  1st  day  of  May,  1840. 

Rich'd  F.  Barret, 
Fund  Commimoner. 

20  bonds  of  this  description — <>  iinml>ere<l  261  to  266  inclusive,  and  the  residue 
numbered  287  to  300  inclusive. 
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UNITED   8TATB8  OK   AMERICA,  STATE  OF   ARKANSAS. 
No.  100.]  A.  [$1,000. 

Real  Estate  Bank  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Under  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Real  Estate 
Bank  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,"  approved  October  26, 1836,  and  an  act  supplemen- 
tary thereto  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  rate  of  interest  on  the  bonds  of  the 
State  issued  to  the  Real  Estate  Bank  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,"  approved  Decem- 
ber 19,  1837. 

SiJc  per  cent  stock. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  the  State  of  Arkansas  acknowledges  to  be 
indebted  to  the  Real  Estate  Bank  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars;  which  sum  the  said  State  of  Arkansas  promises  to  pay,  in  current  money  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  order  of  the  president,  directors,  and  company  of  said  bank, 
on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one, 
with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly  at  the  place 
named  in  the  endorsement  hereto,  on  the  first  days  of  January  and  July  of  each  year, 
until  the  payment  of  said  principal. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  has  signeil,  and  the 
treasurer  of  the  State  has  countersigned,  these  presents,  and  caused  the  seal 

[l.  r.]    of  the  State  to  be  fixed  thereto,  at  Little  Rock,  this  first  day  of  January,  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

Sam.  C.  Roane,  Governor. 
Countersigned: 

Wm.  E.  Woodruff,  Treasurer, 
500  bonds  of  this  description,  numbered  1  to  500,  inclusive. 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  STATE  OF   ARKANSAS. 

11,000.  \  ^294  /  ^^'^^• 

£225.  /  JNO.  .^.  <^     j.22^ 

Bank  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Six  per  cent  stock. 

Under  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  entitled  "  An  act 
supplemental  to  an  act  to  establish  the  State  Bank  of  Arkansas,"  approved  December 
18,  1837. 

Know  all  men  that  the  State  of  Arkansas  acknowledges  to  be  indebted  to  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  in  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars;  which  sum  the  said  State  of  Arkansas  promises  to  pay,  in  current  money 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  order  of  the  president  and  directors  of  said  bank,  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  with  interest,  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly  at  the  place  named  in  the 
endorsement  hereto,  on  the  first  day  of  July  and  of  January,  of  each  year,  until  the 
payment  of  said  principal. 
In  testimony  whereof  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  has  signed,  and  the 
treasurer  of  the  State  has  countersigned,  these  presents,  and  caused  the  seal 
[l.  8.]    of  the  State  to  be  fixed  thereto,  at  Little  Rock,  this  first  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

Sam.  C.  Roane,  Oovernor, 
Countersigneil: 

Wm.  E.  Woodruff,  Treasurer, 
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These  bonds  have  been  assigned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
38  bonds  of  this  description — 13  numbered  282  to  294,  inclusive;  15  numbered  359 
to  373,  inclusive;  and  10  numbered  401  to  410,  inclusive. 


SPBCIAL  CERTIFICATE. 
DETROrr  AND  PONTIAC   RAILROAD  StATE  StOCK,    StATE  OP  MICHIGAN. 

$1,000.]  Six  per  cent  stock,  [No.  92. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  the  State  of  Michigan  acknowledges  to  owe 
to  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  Railroad  Company  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  which  sum  of  money  the  said  State 
promises  to  pay  to  the  said  Detroit  and  Pontiac  Railroad  Company,  or  to  their  order, 
at  the  Manhattan  Bank,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  first  Monday  of  July  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  or  at  any  time  there- 
after that  the  State  may  choose,  with  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  payable  at  the  said  Manhattan  Bank  half  yearly,  upon  presentation  and  the 
delivery  of  the  coupons  severally  hereunto  annexed,  to  wit:  On  the  first  Monday  of 
January  and  the  first  Monday  of  July,  in  each  and  every  year,  until  the  payment  of 
the  said  principal  sum. 

The  faith  and  credit  of  the  people  of  the  said  State  are  hereby  solemnly  pledged 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  the  redemption  of  the  principal  thereof,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relief 
of  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  Railroad  Company,"  approved  March  5,  A.  D.  1838. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  treasurer  of  the  State  of  Michigan  has  signed  this  cer- 
tificate, and  has  hereunto  afiixed  the  seal  of  his  office,  this  first  day  of 

'■'"  ®*-'    May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tho  isand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

Henry  Howard, 
Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

8  bonds  of  this  description — 1  numbered  76;  the  residue  numbered  86  to  92, 
inclucive. 


united  states  of  AMERICA,    STATE  OF   ILLINOIS. 

11,000.]  No.  83.  [$1,000. 

Six  per  cent  stock,  interest  half  yearly. 

Illinois  bank  and  internal  improvement  stock. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  there  is  due  from  the  State  of  Illinois  to  the 
Bank  of  Illinois,  or  bearer,  one  thousand  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States, 
with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly,  on  the 
first  Mondays  of  January  and  July,  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Philadelphia, 
or  at  its  agency  in  New  York,  at  the  option  of  the  holder,  on  the-  presentation  and 
surrender  of  the  annexed  warrants.  The  principal  is  reimbursable  at  either  of  the 
above  places,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State,  after  the  year  1860.  For  the  performance 
of  all  which  the  faith  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is  irrevocably  pledged,  as  also  a  like 
amount  of  the  stock  in  the  Bank  of  Illinois,  agreeably  to  '*  An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  certain  banks,  and  to  provide  means  to  pay 
the  interest  on  a  loan  authorized  by  an  act  entitled  an  '  Act  to  establish  and  main- 
tain a  general  system  of  internal  improvement,'  *'  approved  March  4,  1837. 
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In  witness  whereof  the  governor,  auditor,  and  treasurer  of  the  State  of  Illinoia 
have  8igne<l  this  certificate,  and  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  State  to 
t^  •  ^J     be  hereunto  affixed,  this  Slst  day  of  July,  1837. 

Joseph  Duncan,  Governor. 

Levi  Davis,  Auditor. 
John  I).  Whiteside,  Trtaaurt'r. 

13  bonds  of  this  tiescription — ^  iiuinlx^re<l  70,  71,  73,  74,  and  the  residue  iiunil>ered 
81  to  89,  inclusive. 


UNITED   STATES    OK    AMERICA,    STATE   OF    ILLINOIS. 

11,000.]  Interest  six  per  cent.  [$1,000. 

C'ertificate  OF  Illinois. 

No.  2460.]  Internal  improvemeiU  stiK'k.  [No.  2460. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  there  is  due  from  the  State  of  Illinois  to 
Nevins,  Townsend  &  Co.,  or  bearer,  one  thousand  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the 
United  States,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  half 
yearly,  on  the  first  Mondays  of  January  and  July,  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  Philadelphia,  or  at  its  agency  in  New  York,  at  the  option  of  the  holder,  on  the 
presentation  and  surrender  of  the  annexed  warrants.  The  principal  is  reimbursable 
at  either  of  the  above  places,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State,  after  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1870.  For  the  performance  of  all  which  the  faith  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is 
irrevocably  pledged,  agreeably  to  "  An  act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements."  approved  February  27,  1837. 
Witness  our  hands,  at  Vandalia,  this  first  day  of  January,  1838. 

CHAf<.  Oakley, 
M.  M.  Rawlings, 
Thomas  Mather, 

Commlsisioners. 
Levi  Davis,  Auditor. 

3  Iwnds  of  this  description— 24o7,  2459,  2460. 


UNITED   STATES   OF    AMERICA,    STATE   OF    ILLINOIS. 

11,000.]  Six  j)er  cent  st(K*k,  interest  half  yearly.  [$1,000. 

Illinois  and  Michigan. 

(lanal  stock.     No.  1241. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  there  is  due  from  the  State  of  Illinois  to  the 
State  Bank  of  Illinois,  or  bearer,  one  thousand  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United 
States,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  j>er  annum,  payable  half  yearly, 
on  the  first  Mondays  of  January  and  July,  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Phila- 
delphia, or  at  its  agency  in  New  York,  at  the  option  of  the  holder,  on  the  presenta- 
tion and  surrender  of  the  annexed  warrants.  The  principal  is  reimbursable  at  either 
of  the  alx)ve  places,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State,  after  the  year  1860.  For  the  per- 
fonnance  of  all  which  the  faith  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is  irrevocably  pledged,  as  also 
the  pn»|>erty,  tolls,  and  revenues  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  agreeably  to  an 
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act  eutitletl    '*An  act  fur  the  conHtruction  of  the  IllinoiH  and  Michigan  canal," 

approved  the  9th  January,  1836. 

In  witness  whereof  the  governor,  auditor,  and  treasurer  of  the  State  of  Illinois 

have  signed  this  certificate,  and  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  State  to 

f^'*  ^'^     he  hereunto  affixed,  this  1st  day  of  July,  1839. 

Tno.  Carun,  Governor. 

Levi  Davis,  Auditor. 
John  I).  Whitesidk,  Dreatiartw. 

10  bonds  of  this  description,  numl)ere<l  1237  to  1246,  inclusive. 


UNITED   ^a'ATF8   OK   AMERICA,  KTATK   OF   ILLINOIS. 

11,000.]  Interest  six  per  cent.  [$1,000. 

CEirriFicATE  OK  Illinois. 

No.  2636.]  hUtrnal  iinf/rovement  stock.  [No.  2636. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  there  is  due  from  the  State  of  Illinois  to 
-,  or  bearer,  one  thousand  dollars,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per 


cent  |)iT  annum,  payable  half  yearly,  on  the  first  Mondays  of  January  and  July,  at 
the  banking  house  of  the  agency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  New  York,  on 
presentation  and  surrender  of  the  annexed  warrants.  The  principal  is  reimbursable 
at  the  said  banking  house,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State,  after  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1870. 

For  the  performant»e  of  all  which  the  faith  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is  irrevocably 
pledged,  agreeably  to  ''An  act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal 
improvement,"  approved  February  27, 18t37,  and  an  amendment,  approved  March  2, 
1839. 

WitiieHH  our  hands,  at  Vandaliu,  thin  1st  day  of  July,  1839. 

CiiAH.  Oakley, 
John  Tillson,  Jr., 

Commissioners. 

10  bonds  r)f  thiH  oew^riptKui,  nuinUTtnl  2629,  2632,  2634,  26;56,  2639,  2648,  2658,  2660, 
2661,2664.  ' 


Statk  of  Ohio  Canal  St<m'k. 

Transfer  ofli<M',  otHce  <»f  tho  Ohio  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  in  the  city  of 

New  York,  August  7, 1841. 

Be  it  known,  that  the  State  of  Ohio  owes  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  in  trust  for  the  Smithsonian  fund  or  his  assigns,  the  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  first 
day  of  July,  1841,  inclusively,  payable  at  this  office,  half  yearly,  on  the  first  days  of  the 
months  of  January  and  July,  being  stock  created  in  pursuance  of  sundry  acts  of 
the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  passed  March  24th,  1837,  the  principal  of  which 
stock  is  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State,  at  any  time  after  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  1860;  which  debt  is  recorded  in  this  office,  and  is  trans- 
ferable only  by  appearance  in  i)erson  or  by  attorney,  according  to  the  rules  and  forms 
institute<l  for  that  purpose. 
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No.  3179.  In  testimony  whereof,  I,  J.  N.  Perkins,  cashier  of  the  Ohio  Life  Insur- 
ance and  Trust  Company,  agent,  duly  appointed  for  that  purpose  hy  the 
oommiflBioiiere  of  the  canal  fond  of  Ohio,  pursuant  to  authority  vested  in 

[i,.  8.]  them  by  the  acts  aforementioned,  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  said  commissioners,  the  day  and  year  lirst  above  men- 
tioned. 

$5,000.  J.  N.  Perkins. 

Sam.  p.  Bull,  Transfer  Office. 


State  of  Ohio  Canal  Stock. 

Transfer  office,  office  of  the  Ohio  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  (>)mpany,  in  the  city  of 

New  York,  August  6, 1841. 

Be  it  known,  that  the  State  of  Ohio  owes  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  in  trust,  for  the  Smithsonian  fund,  or  his  assigns,  the  sum  of  thirteen 
thousand  dollars,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the 
first  day  of  July,  1841,  inclusively,  payable  at  this  office,  half  yearly,  on  the  first  day 
of  the  months  of  January  and  July,  being  stock  created  in  pursuanc^e  of  sundry  acts 
of  the  legislature  of  Ohio  passed  March  19, 1838,  and  March  23, 1840,  the  principal  of 
which  stock  is  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State,  at  any  time  after  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  1860;  which  debt  is  recorded  in  this  office,  and  is 
transferable  only  by  appearance  in  person  or  by  attorney,  according  to  the  rules  and 
forms  instituted  for  that  purpose. 
No.  3176.     In  testimony  whereof,  I,  J.  N.  Perkins,  cashier  of  the  Ohio  Life  Insur- 
ance and  Trust  Company,  agent,  duly  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  canal  fund  of  Ohio,  pursuant  to  authority  vested 
[l.  s.]       in  them  by  the  acts  aforementioned,  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name, 
and  affixed  the  seal  of  said  commissioners,  the  day  and  year  first  above 

mentioned. 

J.  N.  Perkins, 

Cashier  Ohio  Life  In.  and  Trust  Co. 
Sam.  p.  Bull,  Transfer  Office. 

113,000. 


United  States  I^)an  of  1841. 
11,291.86.  No.  66.  No.  66.  $1,291.86. 

Treasury  Department,  September  28y  1841. 
Be  it  known  that  there  is  due  from  the  United  Stales  of  America  unto  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  time  being,  in  trust  for  the  Smithsonian  fund,  or  his  assigns, 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  tivo  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars  and  eighty-six  cents, 
bearing  interest  at  five  and  a  half  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  eighteenth  day 
of  September,  1841,  inclusively,  payable  quarter  yearly,  being  stock  created  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  21st  day  of  July,  1841,  entitled  ''An  act 
authorizing  a  loan  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars,"  the  principal 
of  which  stock  is  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  at  any  time  after  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  1844;  which  debt  is  recorded  in  and  transferable  at  the 
office  of  the  Register  of  Treasury,  by  appearance  in  person  or  by  attorney,  according 

to  the  rules  and  forms  instituted  for  that  purpose. 

Walter  Forward, 

Secretary  <jf  the  Treasury, 
Countersigned : 

T.  L.  Smith,  Register. 
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Stocks  in  which  the  Smithsonian  fund  is  invested. 


Btock. 

Amount. 

Rate 
of  in- 
terest. 

PifT  ct. 

When  payable. 

When  and  where 
redeemable. 

For  what  objoct 
isBued. 

Stock  of  the  State 

938,000.00 

6 

Payable    at 

Jan.  1,  1868,  at    New 

Issued  to  Bank  of 

of  Arkansas. 

New  York. 

York. 

the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

Do 

500,000.00 

6 

do 

Oct.  26,  1861,  At   New 
York. 

Real  Fxtate  Bank 

of  the  State  of 

Arkansas. 

Stock  of  the  State 

8,000.00 

G 

do 

First  Monday  of  July, 

Detroit  and  Pon- 

of  Michigan. 

18ft8,  at  New  York  or 
at  any   time   there- 
after, as  the  State  may 
choose. 

tiacR.R.Co. 

Stock  of  the  State 

18,000.00 

6 

Payable    at 

At  New  York  or  Phila- 

Bank and  internal 

of  Illinois. 

New  York 

delphia,  at  the  pleas- 

improvement 

or  Phlladel- 

ure  of  the  State,  after 

stock. 

. 

phia,  at  the 

1860. 

option  of  the 

holder. 

Do 

3,000.00 

6 

do 

At  New  York  or  Phila- 

Internal improve- 

delphia, at  the  pleas- 

ment stock. 

ure  of  the  State,  after 

Jan.  1,1870. 

Do 

80,000.00 

6 

Payable    at 
New  York. 

At  New  York,  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  State, 

Do. 

after  Jan.  1,1870. 

Do 

10,000.00 

6 

Payable    at 
New  York 

At  New  York  or  Phila- 
delphia, at  the  pleas- 

Illinois and  Michi- 

gan canal  stock. 

or  Philadel- 

ure of  the  State,  after 

phia,  at  the 

the  year  1860. 

option  of  the 

holder. 

• 

Stock  of  the  State 

18,000.00 

6 

Payable    at 

At  the  plcaatire  of  the 

State  of  Ohio  canal 

of  Ohio. 

New  York. 

State,   at   any   time 
after  Dec.  31, 1860. 

stock. 

Stock  of  the  United 

1,291.86 

5^ 

At  the  plea.sure  of  the 
United  States,  at  any 

States  created  by 

"» 

the  act  of  July 

time   after   Dec.  81, 

21,1841. 

itm. 

Amount 

628,291.80 

[H.  :Jou.        eportecl  by  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams.] 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  etc.f  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  the  Chief  Justioo  of  the  United 
States,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy,  the  Postmaster  and  Attor- 
ney Generals,  the  chief  justice  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington  shall  be,  and  hereby 
are,  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  style  and  title  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men, 
with  perpetual  suoceasion,  and  the  usual  powers,  duties,  and  liabilities  incident  to 
corporations. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enuded^  That  the  corporation  so  constituted  shall  have 
power  to  appoint,  from  citizens  of  the  United  States  other  than  members  of  the  board 
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a  Hei-retary  and  a  trl.•4i^«u^.?^,  tu  hold  tlieir  officehj  diiriug  the  pleaeureof  the  board,  and 
removable  at  their  pleasure,  and  others  to  Im  apixjinted  iu  their  places,  and  to  fix 
from  time  to  time  their  compensation.  And  the  secretary  and  treasurer  only  shall 
receive  pecuniary  compensation  for  their  services,  and  those  of  the  members  of  the 
board  of  trustees  shall  be  gratuitous.  And  the  offices  of  secretary  and  treasurer  may, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  board  of  trustees,  be  held  by  tiie  same  person.  The  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  dischai^  of  the  duties  of  their 
respective  oflSces;  and  the  treasurer  shall  give  bond,  with  the  i)enalty  of  $50,000, 
with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  safe  custody 
and  faithful  application  of  all  the  funds  of  the  institution  which  may  come  to  his 
hands  or  l>e  ^t  his  disposal. 

Sec.  3.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  $508,318.46,  placed  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  Unite<l  States  on  the*  first  day  of  Septeml)er,  1838,  as  the  proceeiis,  in  part,  of 
the  bequest  of  James  Smithson  to  the  Unite<l  States,  together  with  all  sums  which 
have  lx?en  or  may  hereafter  be  realize<l  from  the  said  bequest,  shall  l)e  passed  here- 
after to  the  credit  of  a  fund,  to  l>e  denominated  the  Smithsonian  fund,  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States.  And  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  for  the 
preservation  of  the  said  fund  undiminishe<l  and  unimpaired,  to  bear  interest  at  the 
rate  of  six  iH?r  cent  a  year,  ]>ayable  half-yearly,  on  the  first  days  of  January  and 
July,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  fimd,  to  be  applied 
to  the  purposes  of  the  fund,  conformably  to  the  law^s,  and  subject  to  the  revision  and 
regulations  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enactexilf  That  no  part  of  the  said  Smithsonian  fund,  princi- 
pal or  interest,  shall  be  applied  to  any  school,  college,  university,  other  institute  of 
education,  or  ecclesiastical  establishment. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  etiaded,  That  the  appropriations  to  be  made  from  time  to 
time  by  Congress,  to  the  purposes  of  the  Smithsonian  Institujbion,  as  declared  by  the 
testator,  shall  be  exclusively  from  the  accruing  interest,  and  not  from  the  principal, 
of  the  said  fund;  but  Congress  shall  retain  the  power  of  investing,  at  their  discretion, 
the  principal  of  said  fund  and  its  increase  in  any  other  manner,  so  as  to  secure  not 
less  than  a  yearly  interest  of  six  per  cent,  and  may  appropriate,  from  any  other 
unappropriated  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  sums  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  six  years 
of  the  accruing  interest  on  the  Smithsonian  fund,  to  be  repaid  from  the  said  accruing 
interest  into  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  $30,000,  part  of  the  accruing 
interest  on  the  same  Smithsonian  fund,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated 
towards  the  erection  and  establishment,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  of  an  astro- 
nomical observatory,  adapted  to  the  most  effective  and  continual  observations  of  the 
phenomena  of  the  heavens;  to  be  provided  with  the  necessary,  best,  and  most  perfect 
instruments  and  books,  for  the  periodical  publication  of  the  said  observations,  and  for 
the  annual  composition  and  publication  of  a  nautical  almanac. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  observatory  shall  be  erected  under 
the  direction  of  the  board  of  trustees  on  a  site  in  the  city  of  Washington  to  be  selected 
by  them;  and  should  the  same  be  on  land  belonging  to  the  United  States  so  much 
thereof  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  trustees  shall  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  shall  be 
c»onveyed  to  them  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  $10,000  taken  from  that  fund  by 
the  general  appropriation  act  of  March  3,  1839:  Provided,  That  if  no  such  suitable  site 
can  be  found  on  the  public  lands,  that  then  a  selection  of  a  site  on  private  property 
may  be  matle  at  a  price  not  exceeding  one-half  cent  per  square  foot,  to  be  i)aid  out  of 
the  appropriation  in  the  immediat-ely  preceding  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  expenditures  made  by  the  said  board  of 
tnistcos  shall  l)e  subject  to  the  approval  of.  the  President  of  tho  rnitt'<l  States;  and  all 
the  atHouiits  thereof  sliiill  be  reiKjrtetl  to  the  SiHTctary  of  tlic  Tri*asury  and  audited 
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under  his  direction  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department;  and  the  said 
board  shall  report  to  Congress  at  every  session  thereof  the  state  of  the  Smithsonian 
fund  and  a  full  statement  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  preceding 
year. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  first  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Smithsonian  fund  shall  be  held  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
next,  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  custody  of  the  said  fund  and  the  expend- 
itures under  the  appropriations  herein  made  shall  be  held  and  authorized  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  a  boanl  of  visitors  to  be  annu- 
ally appointed,  consisting  of  nine  members,  two  of  whom  to  be  commissioned  officers 
of  the  Army,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  two  commissioned  officers  of 
the  Navy,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  the  mayors,  for  the  time 
being,  of  the  cities  of  Alexandria  and  of  Georgetown  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  one  citizen  of  each  of  the  cities  of  Washington,  Alexandria,  and  Georgetown,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  meet  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  February,  at  eleven  o'clock  before  noon,  at  the  said  astronomical  observatory, 
and  visit  and  inspect  the  condition  of  the  said  observatory  and  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  generally.  They  shall  choose  among  themselves  a  chairman  and 
shall  make  report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  said  condition  of  the 
institution,  specifically  indicating  in  what  respect  the  institution  has  during  the  pre- 
ceding year  contributed  to  the  purpose  of  the  founder — the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men.  To  this  board  the  astronomical  observator  shall  make  a 
report  to  the  same  effect  so  far  as  regards  the  astronomical  branch  of  the  institution, 
which  report  shall  be  annexed  to  that  of  the  board  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  shall  communicate  the  said  reports  to  Congress.  The  services  of  the 
members  of  said  l)oard  shall  be  gratuitous. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  is  reserve<l  to  Congress  the  right  of 
altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  which 
shall  be  found  inconvenient  upon  experience:  Provided,  That  no  contract  or  indi- 
vidual right  made  or  acquired  under  such  provisions  shall  thereby  be  impaired  or 
divested. 

Sec.  12.  Afid  f/e  ii  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  $60,000  of  the  interest  accrued 

and  now  invested!  in  Iwnds  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  and ,  bearing  an  interest 

at  the  rate  of  six  jwr  cent  a  year,  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  constitutecl  a  fund  from  the 
yearly  interest  of  which  the  compensation  shall  be  paid  of  an  astronomical  observator 
to  be  appointed  by  the  board  of  overi*eerH,  removable  at  their  discretion,  and  another 
to  be  appointed  whenever  the  said  office  may  be  vacant.  His  compensation  shall  be 
at  the  rate  of  three  thousand  dollars  a  ye^r,  and  $600  a  year  for  the  incidental 
and  contingent  exj^enses  of  repairs  upon  the  buildings,  as  they  may  l>e  required. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  of  $120,000,  from  the  interest  already 
accrue<l  or  to  accrue  hereafter  to  that  amount,  and  yielding  yearly  interest  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  cent  a  year,  be,  and  is  hereby,  constituted  a  fund,  from  the  interest  of 
which  four  assistants  to  the  astronomer  and  laborers  necessary  for  attendance  on  him, 
for  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  buildings,  shall  be  provided  and  supported.  The 
compensation  of  the  four  assistant^^  to  be  at  the  rate  of  $1,500  a  year  each;  and  the 
compensation  of  the  laborers  (with  compensations  not  to  exceed  in  amount  for  the 
whole  of  those  found  necessary)  $1,200  a  year;  the  assistants  and  laborers  to  be 
appointe<i  and  removable  by  the  said  boanl  of  trustees,  at  their  discretion. 

Sec.  14.  And  Ite  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  $20,000  of  the  interest  hereafter 
to  accrue  from  the  said  Smithsonian  fund  Ix?,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  furnish 
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an  assortment  of  the  best  and  most  perfect  instruments  for  astronomical  observation, 
to  be  procured  under  the  direction  of  the  astronomical  observator,  to  he  appointed 
confonnably  to  the  twelfth  section  of  this  act. 

Sbc.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  further  sum  of  $10,000  of  the  interest 
to  accrue  on  the  said  fund  be,  and  hereby  is,  constituted  a  fund  from  the  interest  of 
which  other  instruments  may  be  from  time  to  time  procured,  as  occasions  for  the  use 
of  them  may  arise,  and  for  repairs  of  instruments,  as  needed. 

Sbc.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  $10,000,  to  accrue  from  the  future 
interest  on  the  said  fund,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  purchase 
of  a  library  of  books  of  science  and  literature  for  the  use  of  the  observatory,  to  be 
selected  by  the  observator;  and  the  further  sum  of  $20,000  of  the  said  interest  to 
accrue  from  the  said  fund  is  hereby  constituted  a  fund  from  the  yearly  interest  of 
which  the  sum  of  $1,200  shall  be  applied  for  the  constant  supply  of  new  works, 
transactions  of  learned  societies,  and  periodical  publications  upon  science  in  other 
ports  of  the  world  or  In  America. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  further  sum  of  $30,000  of  the  interest 
hereafter  to  accrue  from  the  said  principal  Smithsonian  fund  be,  and  hereby  is,  con- 
stituted a  fund  from  the  income  of  which,  being  $1,800  a  year,  shall  be  defrayed  the 
expense  of  the  yearly  publication  of  the  observations  made  at  the  observatory,  and 
of  a  nautical  almanac  to  be  called  the  Smithsonian  Almanac. 

Sbc.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  any  other  moneys  which  have  accrued, 
or  may  hereafter  accrue,  upon  the  said  Smithsonian  fund  not  herein  appropriated 
the  board  of  trustees  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  disposal  as  they  shall  deem 
necessary  for  the  promotion  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator — the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men. 

Apri/ 12,  f842'^Hou8e. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  John  White)  presented  additional  documents  in 
support  of  the  memorial  of  Richard  Rush,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  was  then  ordered  that  the  committee 
on  the  Smithsonian  bequest  be  discharged  from  the  memorial  of 
Richard  Rush,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

June  8,  1842— Senate, 

Mr.  E.  W.  HuBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  reported  House 
bill  479  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Rush.  Committed  to  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

July  18,  1842— Senate. 

The  bill  S.  224  was  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  William  Allen, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

[This  bill  is  the  same  as  S.   259,  introduced  into  the  Senate  by 

Mr.  Preston,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  on  Februaiy  17, 
1841.] 

Augusts,  1842 — House. 
Bill  H.  479,  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Rush,  was  reported. 

August  27,  1842— House. 

A  petition  of  Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  J.  S.  Skin- 
ner, and  others,  on  behalf  of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  the  United 
States,  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  respectfully  represents:  That  they,  and  those  asso- 
ciated with  them,  have  formed  a  society  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  called 
"The  Agricultural  Society  of  the  United  States,"  which  is  designed  in  various  ways 
to  promote  the  improvement  of  American  husbandry. 

For  that  purpose  they  have  adopted  a  constitution,  and  applied  to  Congress  for  an 
act  of  incorporation.  The  objects  of  the  society  are  fully  explained  in  the  constitu- 
tion, a  copy  of  which  has  Ijeen  laid  before  Congress.  One  of  these  is  the  establishment 
of  a  school  and  farm  in  this  District,  with  a  course  of  lectures  for  instruction  and 
experiments  to  advance  the  cx)ndition  of  agriculture  throughout  the  Union,  and 
thus  diffuse  wider  among  men  that  knowledge  so  essential  to  the  improvement  of  this 
most  important  pursuit 

They  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolve  *  adopted  by  said  society,  a  copy  of  which 
is  hereto  annexed,  pray  Congress  to  set  ajtart  and  apply  to  the  above  objects  the 
residue  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  or  such  portion  of  it  as  in  the  opinion  of  Congress 
can  be  most  usefully  and  properly  expended  in  that  manner. 

Henry  Ellsworth. 

Elisha  Whittlesey. 

J.  S.  Skinner. 

Jno.  a.  Smfth. 

Alexander  Hunter. 
Washington,  DecemUr,  1841* 

December  23,  1842— House, 

Passed  H.  479. 

March  1,  1843— Senate. 

Passed  H.  479. 

March  3,  1843. 

Act  approved  by  the  President. 

Be  it  mactedy  etc.j  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treaimry  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  Richard  Rush,  the  sum  of  $3,815.73,  for 
extra  services  in  converting  the  Smithsonian  funds  received  by  him  as  the  agent  of 
the  United  States  into  gold  coin,  and  for  his  aid  and  supervision  in  transporting  the 
same  from  T-*c>ndon  to  the  mint  at  Philadelphia. 

(Stat.,  VI,  892.) 

UNITED   STATKS    KXPLORINO    EXPEDITION. 

August  4,  1842. 

Act  for  naval  service  for  1842. 

For  the  transportation,  arrangement,  and  preservation  of  articles 
brought  and  to  })e  ])rought  by  the  exploring  expedition,  $20,000,  if  so 
much  he  necessary. 

(Stilt.,  V,  501.)  * 

*  Vide  fifteenth  article  of  cx)n8titution,  presented  August  27, 1842: 
**Art.  15.  The  said  lx)ard  (board  of  control)  shall  also  be  instructed  to  make  efforts 
to  o])tain  funds  for  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  school  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and,  appurtenant  thereto,  a  course  of  public  lectures  on  agriculture,  chemistry, 
botany,  mineralogy,  geology,  and  entomology  as  appropriate  sciences  to  the  great 
business  of  agriculture,  and  an  experimental  farm,  which,  with  the  buildings  and 
improvements  thereon,  shall  ))e  set  apart  forever  as  an  establishment  for  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men." 
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August  26,  1842. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  publishing  an  account  of  the  discoveries  made  by  Lieutenant 

Wilkes,  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

Be  it  enacted^  etc.y  That  there  shall  be  published,  under  the  super- 
vision and  direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library, ''  an  account 
of  the  discoveries  made  by  the  exploring  expedition  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  of  the  United  States  Navy,"  which  account  shall 
be  prepared  with  illustrations  and  published  in  a  form  similar  to  the 
Voyage  of  the  Astrolabe,  lately  published  by  the  Government  of 
France. 

Sec.  2.  Andhe  it  further  enacted^  That  when  such  account  shall  have 
been  written,  and  the  illustrations  for  the  same  shall  have  been  pre- 
pared, an  advertisement  shall  be  inserted  in  the  papers  publishing  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  inviting  proposals  for  printing  100  copies 
of  the  same  for  the  United  States,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Librarian  of 
Congress  in  a  time  and  at  a  price  to  be  stipulated  in  such  contract; 
and  the  contract  shall  be  made  with  and  given  to  the  person  offering 
and  giving  sufficient  assurance  to  perform  the  work  at  the  lowest 
price;  and  on  such  contract  being  made  the  ''account "  shall  be  delivered 
to  such  contractor. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  until  other  provision  be 
made  by  law  for  the  safe  keeping  and  arrangement  of  such  objects  of 
natural  history  as  may  be  in  possession  of  the  Government,  the  same 
shall  be  deposited  and  arranged  in  the  upper  room  of  the  Patent 
Office  under  the  care  of  such  person  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Library. 

(Stat,  V,  534.) 

December  24,  1842, 

Civil  and  diplomatic  a<t  for  1843. 

For  expenses  attending  the  preparation  of  the  results  and  account 
of  the  exploring  expedition,  for  the  publication  thereof  ordered  by 
Congress,  $20,000. 

(Stat,  V,  596.) 

March  3,  1843. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  act  for  1844. 

And  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  are  hereby  authorized 
and  directed,  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  officers  attached 
to  the  late  surveying  and  exploring  expeditions  to  the  Pacific  Ocean 
and  the  South  Seas,  who  were  employed  in  the  scientific  duties,  to 
allow  and  credit  them  with  extra  pay,  equal  to  that  allowed  to  the 
officers  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Coast  Survey. 

(Stat,  V,  636.) 

For  preparing  and  publishing  charts,  and  otherwise  carrying  into 
effect  the  act  of  August  26,  1842,  for  publishing  an  account  of  the 
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discoveries  of  the  exploring  expedition,  under  the  supervision  and 
direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  1^20,000. 
(Stat,  V,  646.) 
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BEQUEST  OF  JAMES  SMTTHSON. 

December  5,  1843 — Senate. 

Message  of  the  Pretddent^  John  Tyler, 

*  *  *  In  connection  with  its  other  interests,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  whole  country,  I  reconmiend  that  at  your  present  session  you 
adopt  such  measures,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  Smithsonian 
bequest,  as  in  your  judgment  will  be  the  best  calculated  to  consum- 
mate the  li>)eral  intent  of  the  testator.  ♦  ♦  * 
December  15,  1843 — Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kufus  Choate,  the  message  of  the  President  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library — Mr.  Rufus  Choate,  Mr. 
Benjamin  Tappan,  and  Mr.  John  McP.  Berrien. 
January  2,  1844 — House. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  presented  resolution,  and  the  rule  requiring  the 
same  to  lie  upon  the  table  one  day  l^eing  dispensed  with  it  was  con- 
sidered and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  theTrea*Jury  be  dire<'te<l  to  report  to  this  Houue  the 
present  htate  and  condition  of  the  funds  bequeatlied  by  James  Smithson  to  the  United 
Staten,  for  tlie  entablishinent  at  the  city  of  Washington  of  an  institution  for  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowleilge  among  men;  with  a  statement  of  what  payments  of  inter- 
e^t  have  been  received,  and  what,  if  any,  have  l^een  refused  or  withheM  on  the  State 
stocks  in  which  the  said  funds  were  invested;  the  amount  of  interest  so  withheld  or 
refused  to  be  pai<l ;  and  what  measures  have  been  taken  by  the  Secretary  to  recover 
the  same;  also  by  whose  agency  the  said  investments  were  made;  with  copies  of  any 
correspondence  of  the  Treasury  Department  with  such  agents  relating  thereto. 

February  2,  1844 — Houee. 

Mr.  Henry  Williams  presented  a  petition  of  Horatio  C.  Merriam,  of 
Massachusetts^,  that  a  portion  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  be  applied  to 
promote  agricultural  education,  that  science  being  heretofore  neglected 
in  the  systems  of  education  in  this  country.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 

February  19,  1844 — House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication: 
A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  3d  of  January  last,  trans- 
mitting statements  showing  the  present  state  and  condition  of  the 
funds  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States;  the  pay- 
ments of  interest  that  have  ])een  received,  and  what  have  l)een  refused 
or  withheld  on  the  State  stocks  in  which  the  said  funds  were  invested, 
H.  Doc.  732 lt> 
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and  the  amount  of  interest  so  withheld;  and  stating  what  measures 
had  been  taken  to  recover  the  interest  withheld;  also,  accompanied 
with  copies  of  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  State 
stocks  for  the  fund;  which  letter  and  accompanying  documents  were, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  referred  to  a  select  committee 
of  nine  members. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Mr.  Geo.  S.  Houston,  Mr.  A.  H.  Chappell, 
Mr.  Richai*d  French,  Mr.  Wm.  Lucas,  Mr.  Francis  Brengle,*  Mr.  Jacob 
S.  Yost,  Mr.  E.  D.  Potter,  and  Mr.  John  Wethered  *  were  appointed 
the  said  committee. 

Treasury  Department,  February  11  y  1844, 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  3d 
of  January  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  accompanying  statements  A,  B,  C, 
showing  "the  present  state  and  condition  of  the  funds  bequeathed  hy  James  Smith- 
son  to  the  United  States,  for  the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men;  the  payments  of  interest  that  have  been  received, 
and  what  have  been  refused  or  withheld  on  the  State  stocks  in  which  the  said  funds 
were  invested,  and  the  amount  of  interest  so  withheld." 

I  have  the  honor  further  to  report,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution,  that  the 
only  measures  taken  to  recover  the  interest  so  withheld  were,  by  retaining  in  the 
Treasury  the  amounts  stated  in  statement  C,  under  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  4th  September,  1841;  there  being  no  other  means  by  which  the 
department  could  compel  the  payment  of  interest  then  in  arrear. 

The  resolution  also  requires  to  be  reported  "by  whose  agency  the  said  investments 
were  made,  with  copies  of  any  correspondence  of  the  Treasury  Department  with 
such  agents  relating  thereto/' 

In  reply  to  this,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  it  does  not  appear  that  any  agent 
was  ever  appointed  to  make  these  investments.  The  correspondence  in  relation  to 
the  purchase  of  State  stocks,  for  the  fund,  appears  to  have  been  principally  with 
stockbrokers;  and  copies  are  annexed,  marked  from  D  No.  1  to  D  No.  63. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant,  J.  C.  Spencer, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Hon.  J.  W.  Jones, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


'This  committee,  though  ordered,  was  not  actually  appointed  until  Mr.  Brengle 
imd  Mr.  Wethered  took  their  seats. 
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D  1  Treasury  Department,  Jxdy  14,  18S8, 

Sir:  The  public  service  at  the  West  will  probably  require,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks,  considerable  sums  of  money  for  disbursements  on  accomit  of  the  Army  and 
Indian  Department.  Should  your  bank  find  it  convenient  to  meet  drafts  for  any 
part  of  the  balance  due  from  you  to  the  United  States,  payable  at  its  counter,  I  will 
cheerfully  direct  the  Treasurer  to  place  such  drafts  upon  you  for  such  amounts  as 
you  shall  advise  me  immediately  will  be  paid  by  your  bank.  They  will  probably  be 
required  in  specie.  The  sums  paid  will  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  your  bank,  and 
stop  interest  from  the  date  of  payment.  Should  your  bank  have  at  command  State 
stocks  which  it  wishes  to  dispose  of  in  discharge  of  its  proportion  of  the  two  last 
installments  of  the  bonds  of  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana  to  the  United  States,  and  will 
describe  their  character,  and  the  lowest  price  at  which  they  will  be  sold  upon  pay- 
ment in  the  mode  mentioned,  this  Department,  having  funds  to  invest  in  State  stock?, 
will  be  glad  to  receive  a  proposition  on  the  subject  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

These  suggestions  are  made  under  the  belief  that  some  benefit  nia>  result  to  all 
parties  by  such  arrangement. 

I  am,  &c.,  L.  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

President  op  the  branch  of  the  State  Bank  op  Indiana,  Madison, 

(A  similar  letter  was  addressed  to  president  of  the  Bank  of  Michigan ;  president  of 
the  Planters'  Bank  of  Mississippi;  president  of  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  at  Mobile;  president  of  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  Mississippi;  president 
of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Michigan;  president  of  the  branch  of  State 
Bank  of  Indiana,  at  Lawrenceburg;  president  of  the  branch  of  State  Bank  of  Indiana, 
at  New  Albany.) 


D2. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  president  of  the  branch  bank^  Madison^  Indiana,  doled  Wash" 
ington,  August  S,  18SS,  in  reply  to  the  letter  from  the  Department  dated  July  14,  18S8, 

The  branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana,  at  Madison,  will  furnish  your  Depart- 
ment with  Indiana  5  per  cent  internal-improvement  bonds,  principal  and  interest 
payable  in  New  York,  to  the  full  amount  of  the  debt  that  branch  owes  your  Depart- 
ment, at  par. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


D  3.  Agricultural  Bank,  Natchez,  July  S6,  18S8, 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  14th  instant,  addressed  to  the  president  of  this  bank,  has 
been  received.  After  thanking  you  for  the  suggestions  it  contains,  I  am  to  inform 
you  that  our  agent  in  the  North,  Alvarez  Fish,  esq.,  formerly  our  president,  is 
instructed  to  ox)en  a  negotiation  for  the  purchase  of  $600,000  of  the  bonds  of  this 
State,  now  being  offered  in  the  Northern  market,  provided  he  can  dispose  of  them  to 
the  Government  in  liquidation  of  the  balance  due  the  Treasury,  and  to  correspond 
with  you  upon  the  subject.  Our  directory  feel  somewhat  sanguine  of  the  success  of 
these  negotiations,  which  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  our  making  arrangements  to 
meet  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  here,  and  will  be  a  more  convenient  mode  of  pay- 
ment for  us. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

A.  P.  Merrill,  OiJ<hir^. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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D  4.  Noticed 

The  money  bequeathed  by  the  late  James  Smithson,  esq.,  of  London,  for  founding 
an  mstitute  in  the  city  of  Washington,  amounting  to  about  half  a  million  of  dollars, 
will,  it  is  expected,  be  received  during  the  present  month.  By  an  act  passed  July  7, 
1838,  the  undersigned  is  directed  to  invest  the  same  "in  stocks  of  States  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  five  per  cent  per  annum."  He  is  now  prepared 
to  receive  proposals  from  persons  who  have  stocks  of  this  description  to  dispose  of. 

Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury, 

Treasury  Department,  Aufftutt  <?,  JSS8. 


D  5.  New  York,  August  8,  18S8. 

Dear  Sir:  We  discover,  by  an  official  notice  from  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
6th  instant,  that  you  are  directed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  July  7, 1838,  to  invest 
the  money  bequeathed  by  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  London,  for  founding  an 
institute  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  stocks  of  States  bearing  interest  at  the  rate 
of  not  less  than  five  per  cent  per  annum,  and  that  you  are  now  prepared  to  receive 
proposals  from  persons  having  stocks  of  this  description  to  dispose  of. 

We  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you  that,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi  incorporating  the  **  Mississippi  Union  Bank,"  we  are  charged 
with  the  disposal  of  five  millions  of  the  bonds  of  the  State,  bearing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum,  and  payable  in  twelve  and  twenty  years,  and  at  such 
place  or  places  as  we  may  designate.  And  we  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  for 
your  consideration  a  proposition  for  the  sale  of  an  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  those  bonds,  payable  at  any  place  in  the  United  States  or  in  England  you 
may  designate,  and  extinguishable  in  twelve  or  twenty  years. 

We  shall  await  in  this  city  your  answer  to  this  communication. 

With  considerations  of  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Edward  C.  Wilkinson. 

J.  WiLKINS. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 


D  6.  New  York,  August  8,  18S8. 

Sir:  Noticing  the  ativertisement  of  the  6th  instant  for  offers  of  State  stocks  for  the 
investment  of  money  bequeathed  by  the  late  James  Smithson,  we  beg  leave  to  offer 
sixty  thousand  dollars  Indiana  five-per-cent  State  stock,  with  the  privilege,  on  receipt 
of  the  Secretary's  reply,  of  making  the  amount  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  par, 
the  stock  to  be  delivered,  at  our  option,  on  or  before  the  Ist  November  next. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Ogden,  Ferguson  &  Co. 
lion.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 


D  7.  Philadelphia,  AuguM  <9,  18,38. 

Sir:  I  have  observed  your  notice  inviting  proposals  for  the  sale  of  State  stocks. 

I  have  in  my  possession  $76,250  of  the  bonds  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  5J  per  cents, 
redeemable  in  1862  and  1863;  the  interest  jiayable  semiannually,  at  any  point  in  the 
United  States  you  may  desire,  and  guaranteed  by  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee. 

They  are  the  same  which  I  had  the  honor  by  letter,  some  time  since,  from  Nash- 
ville, to  propose  to  sell  you;  and  again,  recently,  in  person  at  Washington. 

I  am  desirous  of  obtaining  par  for  them,  if  possible,  as  they  cost  that;  but  having 
determined  to  resume  specie  payments  shortly,  and  being  very  desirous  of  liquidating 

^  Published  in  the  Globe  newspaper. 
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the  debt  due  to  tlie  <4oveniiiient,  renders  it  uefessary  to  dis{)ose  of  them,  even  if  we 
have  to  submit  to  a  loss.     I  tlierefore  propose  to  sell  you  the  above  ]x)nd8  at  99J. 

I  shall  esteem  it  a  great  favor  if  you  will  infonn  me  (directed  to  this  city)  when 
your  decision  will  be  made  known.  My  object  in  making  the  request  is,  that  I  am 
desirous  of  returning  to  Tennessee  as  soon  as  possible,  and  this  is  the  only  business 
that  detains  me.  If  you  could  consistently  take  these  bonds  from  me  immediately, 
at  a  price  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  you,  it  would  do  me  a  great  favor,  and  I  would 
bring  them  to  you  immediately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respec^tfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Watson, 
President  of  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Teniie^wee. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 


D  8.  New  York,  August  8,  18S8. 

Sir:  We  will  sell  any  part  of  $200,000  Michigan  six  per  cent  stock,  interest  and 

principal  payable  here,  at  par.     The  interest  since  the  Ist  of  July  to  be  included. 

This  stock  has  about  twenty  years  to  run,  and  is  in  bonds  of  $1,000  each. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

John  Ward  &  Co. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  9.  Peteb8bur»  R.  R.  Co.  Office,  August «?,  18S8. 

Sir:  I  have  observed  in  the  Globe  of  the  6th  instant  your  notice  of  that  date 
relating  to  an  investment  "of  the  money  bequeathed  by  the  late  James  Smithson, 
esq.,  of  London,  in  State  stocks,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  five  per 
cent  per  annum.*' 

I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company,  which  I  represent, 
holds  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($150,000)  of  stock  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, which  bears  an  interest  of  five  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semiannually,  in 
specie  or  its  equivalent,  and  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  the  general 
assembly  of  Virginia  (herein  enclosed),  which  they  are  willing  to  sell,  and  for  which 
they  will  take  par. 

As  we  are  anxious  to  dispose  of  this  stock  soon,  either  in  this  country  or  in  Europe, 

your  early  decision  will  oblige  us. 

With  great  respect,  sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

Charles  F,  Osborne. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeamm/. 


D  10.  Bank  of  Virginia,  August  <9,  18S8. 

Sir:  Observing  your 't  notice  "  in  the  Globe,  inviting  proposals  from  persons  who  have 
State  stocks  to  dispose  of,  I  now  offer  you  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of 
the  stock  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  bearing  six  per  cent  interest,  payable  at 
the  treasury  of  Virginia  semiannually  (Ist  July  and  January) ,  in  specie  or  its  equiv- 
alent. The  stock  has  twenty  years  to  run  from  the  23d  February  last.  I  will  take 
$105  for  every  hundred  dollars  of  stock;  the  interest  accruing  from  the  let  of  July  to 
the  date  of  transfer  to  be  allowed  by  the  purchaser. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

John  Brockenbroi'IiU. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 


D  11.  New  York,  August  8,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  We  noticed  your  request  for  the  prt)poeal  of  sale  of  State  stocks  bearing 
5  per  cent  interest.     We  renew  our  offer  to  sell  $105,000  of  Louisiana  State  bonds. 
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intereet  payable  semiannually,  Ist  January  and  July,  at  the  Mechanics*  Bank,  New 

York.    These  bonds  are  in  London.     We  will  sell  them  at  $98  for  $100,  you  to  allow 

the  interest  that  may  accrue  on  the  day  of  delivery.     They  will  be  received  here  in 

60  days. 

We  wish  to  be  favored  with  an  answer,  that  we  may  write  to  London  by  the 

steamer  Great  Western.     You  have  been  furnished  by  us  with  the  law,  &c. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  &  M.  Allen. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  12.  Second  Auditor's  Office, 

Richtnondy  AuguM  P,  18SS. 
Sir:  The  attention  of  the  board  of  public  works  of  Vir^nia  having  been  attracted 
to  your  notice  respecting  the  investment  of  the  money  received  for  the  Smithsonian 
legacy,  inserted  in  to-day's  papers  of  this  city,  I  have  been  instnicted  to  make  the 
following  proposals  in  their  l)ehalf : 

1.  They  will  give  five  per  cent  stock  of  the  CJommon wealth  of  Virginia,  at  par,  for 
the  whole  amount  of  the  legacy,  provided  it  does  not  much  exceed  half  a  million 
of  dollars;  or, 

2.  They  will  give  for  part  of  said  legacy  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
($250,000)  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  in  stock  for  one 
hundred  and  five  dollars  in  money. 

The  interest  on  the  stock  will  be  paid  semiannually  at  the  treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. It  is  irredeemable  for  twenty  years,  and  redeemable  afterwards  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  general  assembly;  and  the  pledges  and  securities  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest,  and  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  principal,  are  of  the  most  ample 
character. 
Should  you  desire  more  specific  information,  it  will  be  promptly  furnished. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Brown,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor, 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  13.  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  August  P,  18S8. 

Sir:  I  have  at  my  disposal  seventy-three  thousand  dollars  of  five  per  cent  Vir- 
ginia State  stock,  irredeemable  for  twenty  years  from  the  18th  June,  1838,  and  after- 
wards to  be  redeemed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia.  The 
interest  payable  at  the  treasury  of  the  State  on  the  Ist  January  and  July  in  each 
year.  I  offer  it  (or  any  portion  of  it)  to  you  at  par.  An  early  answer  is  desired. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

Wm.  H.  Wilson. 
Hon.  Levi  W(X)I)bury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  14.  Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia, 

Richmond,  August  9,  1838. 

Sir:  I  observe  by  your  public  notice  that  you  are  prepared  to  receive  proposals, 
under  the  act  of  the  7th  July,  authorizing  the  investment  of  the  money  bequeathed 
by  James  Smithson,  esq.,  "in  stocks  of  the  States  bearing  an  interest  at  the  rate  of 
not  less  than  five  per  cent  per  annum." 

I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  your  acceptance,  under  the  act,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  8tx>ck  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  bearing  an  inter- 
est of  five  per  c^nt,  payable  semiannually,  and  the  principal  redeemable  at  the  end 
of  twenty  years  from  the  18th  June  last.    This  I  offer  at  par. 


^ 
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Should  the  number  of  proposals,  or  other  reasons,  lead  you  to  decline  taking  the 
whole  of  the  stock,  then  such  portion  of  it  as  you  may  be  willing  to  take  is  offered  to 
your  acceptance. 

Begging  to  be  apprized  of  your  decision,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient 
servant,  &c. 

Wm.  H.  Macfakland,  President, 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


D  15.  New  York,  August  9,  1SS8. 

Dear  Sir:  We  observe  that  you  advertise  for  proposals  for  State  stocks  to  hi  vest 
the  Smithsonian  fund  in.  We  are  unable  to  determine  whether  the  matter  will  be 
open  for  negotiation,  or  whether  you  will  accept  the  best  offer  made  under  seal.  We 
hold  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars  five  per  cent  stock  of  a  northern 
State,  which  we  would  like  to  propose  or  negotiate  for;  or,  if  within  the  limits  of  the 
law  directing  the  disposal  of  the  fund,  we  would  pay  interest  for  the  money,  and  give 
the  stock  as  collateral. 

If  your  time  will  permit,  we  shall  feel  obliged  by  an  explanation  on  these  points; 
and  will  become  applicants  for  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars  of  the  fund, 
in  the  way  we  think  will  be  most  satisfactory  to  the  Government. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Parker  &  Co. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  WashingUmj  D.  C. 


D  16.  Albany,  August  9,  1838. 

Sir:  I  will  let  you  have  $33,000  New  York  State  five  per  cent  stock,  redeemable  in 
1855,  at  two  per  cent  premium,  and  interest  from  the  last  dividend — say  1st  July. 
The  last  five  per  cent  stock  issued  by  this  State  was  sold  at  public  auction,  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  about  forty  days  since,  and  the  highest  price  bid  was  one  per  cent  and 
■^.  Since  which  I  have  sold  in  New  York  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  same  stock 
offered  to  you  at  two  per  cent  advance,  being  precisely  what  I  offer  it  to  you  for. 

Allow  me  to  request  an  early  answer,  as  I  am  unwilling,  by  locking  up  the  stock, 
to  forego  the  chance  of  doing  as  well,  or  better,  should  an  opp>ortunity  present 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

y  Thos.  W.  Olc'ott. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  17.  "   August  9,  1838. 

Sir:  In  the  Washington  Globe,  of  date  6th  instant,  I  notice  an  official  invitation  to 
the  holders  of  State  stock  to  make  an  offer  of  sale,  for  the  investment  of  the  funds 
obtained  under  the  Smithsonian  bequest.  I  have  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
Indiana  internal  improvement  State  stock,  payable  twenty-five  years  from  1st  July, 
1838,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  payable  semiannually  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  which  I  offer  to  the  Department  at  98  cents  on  the  100  cents  of  the  principal. 
Your  reply,  should  the  offer  be  accepted,  addressed  to  No.  15  Wall  street,  New  York, 
will  l)e  promptly  attended  to. 
Should  references  be  required,  I  am  personally  known  to  the  President. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Simeon  B.  Jbwitt. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  Oie  Treasury. 
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D  18.  Louisville,  August  IS,  18S8, 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  seen,  over  your  official  signature,  a  notice  to  the  public 
stating  that  you  are  ready  to  receive  propositions  relative  to  the  investment  in  State 
stocks  of  the  fund  (say  half  a  million)  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson,  esq.,  for  the 
purpose  of  founding  an  institute  in  the  city  of  Washington,  which  fund  you  are 
authorized  to  dispose  of  in  this  way  by  act  of  July  7,  1838. 

Application  is  hereby  made,  in  behalf  of  the  Mississippi  Union  Bank,  for  a  loan  or 
)>urchase  of  the  whole  amount  of  this  fund  when  in  your  hands  for  disposal.  The 
bank  offers,  as  security  or  equivalent,  the  bonds  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  x)er  annum — ^interest  and  principal  made  payable  at 
such  places  as  may  suit  the  convenience  of  the  purchaser — which  bonds  she  holds  to 
the  amount  of  $15,000,000,  with  ample  power  to  negotiate  and  sell  the  same  as  pre- 
scribed  in  the  first  section  of  the  original  act  incorporating  said  institution,  by  the 
directors  of  the  bank  themselves,  or  as  expressed  in  the  9th  section  of  the  supple- 
mental act  thereto  appended,  by  the  agency  of  commissioners  appointed  for  that 
purpose. 

For  the  nature  of  the  se(!urity,  the  general  terms  of  the  negotiation,  the  form  and 
condition  of  the  bonds,  Ac,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th, 
8th,  and  9th  sec^tions  of  the  original  act  above  referred  to,  a  copy  of  which,  with  the 
supplement,  is  herewith  transmitted  for  your  inspection. 

This  letter  is  not  official  from  the  bank,  as  the  board  of  directors  have  not  been  in 
session  since  the  publication  of  your  notice,  and  consequently  could  have  no  action 
upon  the  subject.  It  will  be  recognized,  however,  as  such  by  the  board  at  their  first 
regular  meeting  (the  10th  of  September  next) ,  when  a  copy  of  it  will  be  laid  before 
them. 

For  any  information  which  may  be  required,  should  there  be  a  prospect  of  effecting 
this  negotiation,  please  address  president  and  directors,  or  Hon.  H.  G.  Runnels,  presi- 
dent of  the  Mississippi  Union  Bank,  at  Jackson,  Mississippi;  and,  if  necessary,  an  agent 
will  be  immediately  appointed  by  the  bank  who  will  see  you  in  person,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  negotiation,  at  Washington.  The  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  this 
(^mnmuication,  directed  as  above  so  as  to  meet  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank 
by  the  10th  of  September  next,  will  confer  a  favor  on  them,  and  oblige. 
Very  resixjctfully  and  traly,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  J.  McRab, 
Member  of  Btjard  of  Directors  of  Mississippi  Union  Bank, 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  19.  Eastern  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine,  August  13,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  notice<l  a  paragraph  in  the  public  papers  of  the  day  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  where,  after  alluding  to  the  act  of  Congress 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  invest  the  same  "in  stocks  of  States 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  5  per  cent  per  annum,'*  it  is  stated  that 
you  arc  now  prepared  to  receive  proposals  from  persons  who  have  stocks  of  this 
description  to  diHpose  of. 

1  am  directed  to  say  to  you  that  this  bank  has  a  Maine  State  scrip,  issued  agreeably 

to  law,  date<l  March  28,  1838,  for  the  sum  of  $4,500,  payable  in  five  years  from  date, 

with  interest  annually  at  the  rate  of  5  i)er  centum,  which   we   offer  for  your 

consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Mills,  Ckishier, 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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D  20.  Eastern  Railroad  Opktck, 

Boston y  An^isl  14, 18S8. 

Sir:  I  notice  your  advertisement  of  the  6th  instant  for  proposals  for  the  purchase 
of  State  stocks,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  you  1100,000  of  Massachusetts  State  scrip, 
payable  twenty  years  from  Ist  September  next,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per 
cent,  payable  semiannually. 

We  are  just  advised  of  a  large  sale  of  the  scrip  of  this  State  in  London,  at  a 
premium  of  4  per  cent;  at  which  rate  I  am  authorized  to  sell  the  $100,000  now 
offered  to  you. 

The  last  issue  of  scrip  which  I  received  for  same  amount  of  the  Commonwealth, 
I  sold  all  at  5  per  cent.  If  the  rate  name<l  should  be  at  a  greater  premium  than  you 
can  purchase  at,  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  an  offer,  which  I  will  communicate  to 
the  directors  of  this  company. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

B.  T.  Kkei),  Trenmirer, 

Sbcrktary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  21.  Bank  op  Kentucky, 

Ijouimlle,  Augvut  14,  18SS. 

Sir:  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
4th  instant. 

Having  already  made  such  arrangements  as  will  reduce  the  debt  to  you  from  this 
institution  to  $300,000,  I  am  willing  to  give  that  amount  of  the  bonds  held  by  you 
at  par.     Should  this  arrangement  satisfy  you,  please  advise  me  as  early  as  possible. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Pope,  President, 
Hon.  L.  Woodbury, 

JSecretary  of  the  Treasury, 


D  22.  State  Bank  of  Indiana, 

August  14y  18S8, 
Sir:  For  the  purpose  of  a  prompt  adjustment  of  the  balance  due  to  the  United 
States  on  account  of  public  deposits,  I  take  an  early  occasion  to  comply  with  the 
authority  given  me  by  the  directors  of  this  institution;  and  therefore  propose  that 
such  balance  due  from  this  institution,  on  account  of  public  deposits  to  the  United 
States  not  otherwise  arranged  for,  shall  be  forthwith  paid  by  this  institution  in  the 
bonds  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  bearing  5  per  centum  interest,  and  payable,  both 
principal  and  interest,  at  a  bank  in  the  city  of  New  York — the  principal  at  the 
expiration  of  30  years,  and  the  interest  semiannually.  This  proposal  is  intended  to 
include,  also,  the  future  installments  of  our  deposit  debt. 

An  early  answer  is  requested,  and  it  is  trusted  that  this  mmle  of  your  realizing 
these  means  and  of  adjusting  an  unsettled  account  may  be  approveil. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  Merrill 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  23.  Washington,  August  14,  ISSS, 

Sir:  For  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  adver- 
tised for  investment  in  State  stock,  I  offer  one  hundred  and  fifty  bonds  of  Virginia 
State  scrip,  of  $1,000  each,  bearing  an  interest  of  5  per  centum,  payable  semi- 
annually, and  redeemable  in  twenty  years.  By  an  act  of  the  Virginia  legislature, 
passed  last  April,  the  board  of  public  works  are  authorized  to  pay  the  interest  on 
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thia  loan  in  specie  or  its  equivalent.    A  decision  is  expected  at  an  early  day,  and 
any  information  previously  desired  will  be  furnished  promptly  by, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Bruce, 
President  \Vinchest4r  and  Potomac  Railroad  Co.,  Winciiester,  T  a. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Dreasury. 


D  24.  New  York,  August  14,  18S8. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  proposal  made  by  you  for  State  stocks,  we  offer  you 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  bonds  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  payable  in 
1860,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum,  payabl*^  semiannually,  in 
July  and  January,  at  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  Philadelphia,  or  at  their  agency 
in  New  York,  at  the  option  of  the  holder — at  one  hundred  and  four  dollars  for  every 
hundred  dollars  of  stock;  the  interest  which  shall  have  a<.T,rued  from  the  1st  of  Julv 
last  to  be  paid  to  us. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  yours,  Nevins,  Townsend  &  Co. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  26.  New  York,  August  15,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  yours  of  the  13th  before  us.  The  stocks  we  hold  are  the  bonds 
of  the  State  of  Maine,  payable  in  1848,  bearing  an  interest  of  5  per  cent  per  annum, 
payable  in  Boston,  annually.  They  are  worth  par  here,  for  the  purpose  of  investing 
in  banking,  under  the  general  law;  but  if  we  could  have  an  answer  at  once,  we  will 
sell  $170,000  at  98 J  per  cent.  This  is  three  per  cent  below  the  market  price  of  the 
bonds  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  which  are  only  preferable  to 
Maine  as  a  remittance  to  Europe. 

The  financial  condition  of  Maine  is  equal  to  any  State  in  the  Union;  her  whole 
indebtedness  is  but  $554,000,  and  the  banks  are  all  obliged  to  loan  the  State  10  per 
cent  of  their  capital,  at  5  per  cent  per  annum.  We  can  not  hold  ourselves  bound  for 
any  given  time  to  sell  the  bonds  at  this  rate,  but  will  accept  it,  if  not  otherwise  dis- 
posed of,  on  receipt  of  answer.  We  know  it  to  be  a  better  investment  than  can  be 
made  in  the  bonds  of  any  State,  especially  such  as  are  indebted  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  make  the  prompt  payment  of  interest  and  principal  a  matter  of  some  doubt. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Parker  <&  Co. 

McClintock  Young,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 


D  26.  Petersburg  Railroad  Office,  August  18,  18S8. 

Sir:  On  the  8th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you,  offering  you  $150,000  of 
Virginia  6  per  cent  stock,  at  par.  Since  then  I  learn  that  my  friend  Wm.  H.  Mac- 
farland,  president  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia,  had  submitted  a  similar  pro- 
posal to  you.  His  proposal  and  mine  are  for  the  same  stock.  Therefore,  you  will 
serve  both  of  us  by  accepting  either  his  or  my  proposition. 

Begging  your  favorable  consideration, 

I  remain,  sir,  with.great  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

Charles  F.  Osborne. 

Hon.  Lbvi  Woodbuby, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury, 

H.  Doc.  782 17 
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D  27.  New  York,  August  18,  ISSS. 

DsAB  Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  13th 
ingtant,  and  in  reply  have  to  inform  you  that,  owing  to  its  delay  in  reaching  as,  a 
negotiation  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  Mississippi  bonds  had  been  previously  set 
on  foot. 

We  are  therefore  under  the  necessity  of  asking  permission  to  withdraw  our  propo- 
sition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

E.  C.  Wilkinson, 

J.  C.  WiLKINS, 

By  E.  C.  Wilkinson. 
Mr.  McClintock  Young, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  28.  New  York,  August  ^0,  18S8, 

Sir:  The  fund  commisBioners  of  Indiana  will  furnish  Indiana  5  per  cent  bonds, 

having  24  to  25  years  to  run  from  Ist  July  last,  interest  payable  semiannually  in 

New  York  at  par,  to  the  amount  of  from  one  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollara,  and 

will  receive  therefor  either  cash  or  the  bonds  of  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana. 

I  would  inquire  when  I  may  learn  whether  our  proposition  is  accepted. 

For  the  fund  commissioners  of  Indiana, 

Isaac  Coe,  Fund  Commissioner, 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Dreasury, 


D29.  The  Bank  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 

St.  LouiSj  August  2Sy  1838, 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  lately  seen  your  advertisement  for  proposals  for  the  investment 
of  the  Smithsonian  legacy  in  State  bonds,  <&c. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  sell  $114,000  of  Missouri  State  bonds  at  5^  per  cent  interesty 
payable  semiannually  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  principal  redeemable  twenty- 
five  years  after  negotiation. 

These  bonds  have  been  sent  to  London  for  sale,  but  can  be  withdrawn  at  any  time 
if  not  sold.  I  would  therefore  propose  to  sell  them  to  you  at  2  per  cent  premiam, 
subject  to  the  sale  in  London.  If  not  sold  upon  the  arrival  of  the  order  in  Lond(m 
for  returning  them  to  the  United  States,  the  sale  will  take  effect  and  the  bonds  be 
returned  without  delay  and  delivered  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Smfth,  President, 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington  City. 


D  30.  Treasury  Department,  August  fSS,  1838, 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  offer  to  sell  to  the  Department  $500,000  of  6  per  cent  Arkan- 
sas State  bonds  at  99yj|y  per  cent,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  submit  for  my 
examination  the  law  of  the  State  authorizing  the  issue  of  the  bonds  and  the  form  of 
the  bonds.  If  both  be  satisfactory,  I  am  willing,  on  the  arrival  of  the  money,  to  take 
the  net  amount  (which  will  not  be  far  from  half  a  million  of  dollars)  at  the  rate 
offered  by  you,  as  it  is  the  lowest  bid. 
It  is  expected  that  the  money  may  be  by  this  time  in  New  York. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Ti'eaewry, 
W.  W.  Corooran,  Esq. 
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[Enoltwure.] 

This  writing  is  given  to  show  that  the  interest  due  on  the  l)ond8  of  the  State  of 

Arkansas  at  this  date,  bought  by  me  of  Wm.  Corcoran,  esq.,  belongs  to  said  Corcoran 

when  the  same  is  paid  to  me. 

Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treastiry, 
Tre.\sijrv  Department,  ISepti'mber  4t  1S38. 


I)  81.  Baltimore,  Augxii^  29,  1838, 

Sir:  Under  your  notice  of  the  6th  inst.,  we  now  propose  to  furnish  you  \iith  the 
amount  of  stock  required  for  vesting  the  Smithsonian  bequest — say  "about  half  a 
million  of  dollars" — in  Indiana  State  stock  at  1  per  cent  under  the  par  value,  or  at 
the  rate  of  ninety-nine  for  every  one  hundred  dollars. 

This  stock  Invars  an  interest  of  5  per  cent  per  annum,  and  is  payable  semiannually 
at  the  Merc»hants'  Bank,  in  the  «ity  of  New  York. 

If  this  offer  be  accepted,  the  certificates  of  stock  or  bonds  which  are  now  in  Europe 
will  l)e  delivered  at  the  earliest  period — say  in  al>out  fifty  days,  or  sooner  if  practi- 
cable, payment  to  be  made  us  upon  the  delivery  of  the  bonds. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  I.  Cohen  &  Brothers. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbl-rv, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury  of  the  U.  S. 


I)  32.  The  Bank  op  the  State  op  Missouri, 

St.  LoviSy  Avffust  31,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  23d  inst.,  and  beg  leave 
now  to  modify  the  proposition  therein  for  the  sale  to  you  of  $114,000  Missouri  State 
5  J  per  cent  ]K)nd8. 

Instead  of  2  per  cent  premium  I  would  agree  to  sell  them  at  par,  payable  in  the 

city  of  New  York,  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  conditions  contained  in  my  letter 

alK)ve  referred  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Smith,  President. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington  City. 


D  33.  Smyrna,  September  10,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  1  saw  in  the  Globe  your  advertising  for  stocks  bearing  interest  not  less 
than  5  per  cent.  I  have  a  certificate  of  stock  on  the  borough  of  Wilmington,  Dela- 
ware, for  one  thousand  dollars,  Ixjaring  interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  which  I 
will  sell  you  at  par.  There  can  not  be  any  safer  investment.  Please  let  me  hear 
from  you. 

Respet^tfully, 

Jno.  S.  La&tbden. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbitry. 


D  34.  Treasury  Dkpartmbmt,  December  30, 1839. 

Sir:  In  a  few  days  I  expect  to  have  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  invest  in  State 

stocks  on  account  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest.     If  you  have  such  that  you  wish  to 

dispose  of,  be  pleased  to  inform  me  of  the  terms,  &c, 

I  am,  &c., 

L.  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Hon.  J.  K.  Paulding, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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D  35.  Treasury  Department,  December  £7,  18S9, 

Sir:  Early  next  month  I  shall  have  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  mvest  in  State 

stocks  on  account  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest.     Be  pleased  to  inform  me,  if  you 

have  such  for  sale,  the  time  they  have  to  run,  the  interest  they  bear,  <&c.,  and  the 

lowest  terms  you  can  furnish  them. 

I  am,  Ac,  L.  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Charles  J.  Nourse,  Esq., 

Washington  City,  D.  C. 

[Copies  were  sent  to  Hon.  F.  Thomas,  president  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company;  to  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Washington,  D.  C;  to  J.  D.  Beers,  esq.,  New 
York  City;  and  to  Joseph  White,  esq.,  Baltimore,  Md.] 


D  36.  Navy  Dbpartmbet,  December  SJ,  18S9, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th 

instant. 
In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  I  can  not  ascertain  wliether  I  shall  have  any  State 

stocks  to  dispose  of  until  to-morrow,  when  I  will  communicate  with  you  upon  the 

subject. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Pauldinq. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  37.  Washington  City,  January  16, 1840. 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I  have  to  offer  you  six  per 
cent  stocks  of  the  following  States,  viz:  Michigan,  Arkansas,  and  Illinois,  at  84}  per 
cent;  also,  five  per  cent  stock  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  at  75  per  cent — the  interest  on 
all  the  above  payable  in  New  York  semiannually;  or  I  will  sell  six  per  cents  at  one- 
quarter  per  cent  less  than  any  offer  you  may  have. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  Corcoran. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  38.  Washington,  January  6,  1840. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  on  the 

subject  of  a  tender  of  State  stocks  to  the  Department;  and  to  offer  to  you  the  amoant 

you  mention  as  ready  for  investment  in  Ohio  sixes,  redeemable  in  1854,  at  88| — 

interest  payable  in  New  York;  Illinois  Canal  sixes,  redeemable  in  1870,  at  75  and  72}, 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  J.  Nourcob. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

January  18,  1840. 
Dear  Sir:  Since  I  left  you,  a  gentleman  has  handed  me  a  letter,  which  reqtdree 
that  the  offer  of  Illinois  sixes  should  be  fixed  at  75 — the  rate  first  proposed. 
I  will  call  at  12  o'clock. 
Yours,  (fee, 

CHAKLE8  J.  NOURSX. 

McC.  Young,  Esq. 
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D  39.  New  York,  January ;?,  1840. 

Sir:  I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  27th  ult.     I  have  State  stocks  which  I  will 

offer  vou  for  the  investment  vou  wish  to  make,  and  I  write  to  Mr.  Corcoran  to  hand 

in  the  offer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  <)be<lient  servant, 

J.  D.  Beers. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treojniry. 


D  40.  Treasury  Department,  July  S4,  1840, 

Gentlemen:  CJongress  having  adjourned  without  enacting  any  further  provision 
respecting  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  there  being  in  the  Treasury  about  $15,000  belong- 
ing to  that  fund,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Department  to  invest  in  State  stocks, 
should  you  have  any  to  dispose  of,  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  of  the  description 
and  lowest  price. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Meflsrn.  CJorcoran  &  Rigos,  Present. 

[Letters  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  as  above  were  addressed  to  the  following  per- 
sons, viz:  Messrs.  Prime,  Ward  &  King,  of  New  York;  J.  D.  Beers,  esq.,  of  New 
York,  and  C.  Macalester,  of  Philadelphia.] 


D  41.  Washington  City,  July  28^  1840. 

Sir:  We  have  the  pleasure  to  offer  you  Illinois  State  6  per  cent  bonds,  interest 
payable  half-yearly,  in  specie,  in  New  York,  at  79J  per  cent 

Arkansas  bonds  we  can  sell  lower. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Corcoran  &  Riggs. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeagury. 


D  42.  New  York,  July  £7,  1840. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  respected  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  we  beg  to  state  that 
we  will  sell  $15,000  value,  in  Kentucky  Iwnds  due  in  1868 — each  $1,000 — bearing 
interest  from  date  of  sale  at  5  per  cent,  payable  half-yearly  in  this  city,  and  the 
price  to  be  88  per  cent;  or  in  New  York  State  5  per  cent  stock,  due  in  1858,  interest 
at  5  per  cent  from  16th  ins.,  payable  (juarterly  in  this  city,  and  the  price  to  be  93 
per  i!ent. 

But  in  order  to  make  this  offer  binding  on  our  part  we  nmst  ank  the  favor  of  your 

reply  accepting  it  on  or  before  the  1st  of  August  next. 

We  remain,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Prime,  Ward  &  King. 
Hon.  Lfa'i  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeastiry. 


T>  43.  Washington,  August  10^  1840. 

Siu:  I  liave  the  honor  to  tender  $20,00C,  Illinois  6  per  cent  bonds,  at  87  per  cent; 

interest  from  the  Ist  of  July  last. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Charles  J.  Noursb. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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D  44.  North  American  Trust  and  Banking  Company, 

No.  47  WaU  Street,  New  Y(yrk,  July  28,  1840. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  I  have  to  state  that  this  institution 

will  sell  to  the  Department  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  six  per  cent  State  stock  of 

Arkansas,  at  the  rate  of  70  per  cent,  to  enable  you  to  invest  the  $15,000  in  the  Treasury 

belonging  to  the  Smithsonian  fimd. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  D.  Beers,  Pregident. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  45.  Philadelphia,  July  £8,  1840, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  Inst., 
in  answer  to  which  I  have  to  state  that  the  only  State  stock  I  have  on  hand  are 
Pennsylvania  5  per  cents,  which  I  hold  at  95,  redeemable  in  1865,  and  some  Ken- 
tucky 6  per  cents,  redeemable  in  about  six  years,  bearing  interest  at  6  per  cent,  prin- 
cipal and  interest  payable  in  Kentucky,  which  I  would  sell  at  87  per  cent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

C.  Macalestbb. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  tJie  Dreamtry, 


D  46.  Treasury  Department,  January  18,  1841, 

Sir:  Having  about  $20,000  to  invest  for  the  Smithsonian  fund,  I  request  you  to 

inform  me  if  you  have  any  State  stocks  to  dispose  of,  the  amount  you  have  for  sale 

if  less  than  that,  the  rate  of  interest  they  bear  and  where  payable,  the  State  by  which 

issued,  and  the  price  you  demand. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Charles  Macalester,  Esq.,  Philadelphia, 

Similar  letters  sent  to  Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Riggs,  Washington;  Mr.  Charles  J. 
Nourse,  Washington;  Mr.  J.  D.  Beers,  New  York;  Mr.  B.  S.  Reed,  Boston. 


D  47.  New  York,  January  21,  1841, 

Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your  favor  informing  me  that  you  have  $20,000  to  invest 

in  State  bonds.     I  therefore  propose  to  supply  you  with  Arkansas  State  bonds,  such 

as  heretofore  sold  you,  at  80  per  cent.    The  last  sale  here  of  Arkansas  bonds  by  the 

comptroller  of  this  State  was  on  the  2d  inst.,  at  79  and  80.     If  this  is  the  best  offer 

I  presume  you  will  receive  them  of  me,  and  I  will  thank  you  not  to  let  any  know  of 

my  offer  unless  it  is  accepted. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Beers. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  48.  Philadelphia,  January  23,  1841. 

Sir:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  18th,  in  answer  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  I  have  for  sale  the  sum  you  require  of  the  following  stocks: 

Pennsylvania  State  fives,  redeemable  in  1870;  price,  $89  for  ea<!li  $100,  imyable  at 
Philadelphia;  interest  payable  1st  of  August. 

Ohio  State  sixes,  redeemable  in  1800;  price,  $97.50  for  each  $100,  jmyable  at  New 
York;  interest  payable  January  1  and  July  1. 

Kentucky  State  sixcH,  redeemable  in  1868;  j>ri('e,  $95  for  each  I^IOO,  payable  at  New 
York;  interest  payable  January  1  and  July  1. 
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Kentucky  State  sixes,  redeemable  in  1846;  price,  $85  for  each  $100,  payable  at 

Frankfort,  Kentucky;  interest  payable  April  and  October. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  MacalbbtIsr. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

P.  8. — The  book  for  the  transfer  of  the  Pennsylvania  loan  being  closed,  these  loans 
an'  now  sold  with  the  interest  due  Ist  of  February  off. 


D  49.  Eastern  Railroad  Officb, 

Boston,  January  22,  1841- 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  18th  instant  is  before  me.  1  have  sold  all  the  Massachusetts 
State  stock  which  1  recently  had,  and  closed  it  at  99^. 

But  a  friend  has  of  Massachusetts  State  stock,  payable  in  18  years,  $20,000,  drawing 
interest  at  5^  per  annum,  payable  semiannually,  which  1  can  furnish  at  99  per  cent; 
and  of  New  York  State  stock,  payable  in  about  twenty  years,  $20,000,  drawing  interest 
at  5^  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  at  98^  per  cent. 

New  York  City  stock,  payable  in  about  25  years,  drawing  interest  at  5  per  cent  per 

annum,  payable  quarterly,  at  96^  per  cent. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

B.  T.  Rbbd. 
Secretary  op  the  Treasury. 


D  50.  Washington  City,  January  SO,  1841* 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  18th  instant,  we  have  to  offer  you  six  per 

cent  stocks  of  the  States  of  Illinois  or  Michigan,  interest  payable  half-yearly  in  New 

York,  at  eighty  per  cent,  or  one-half  per  cent  below  any  offer  you  may  have. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Corcoran  &  Rioos. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


D  51.  Treasury  Department,  January  SO,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  Your  offer  of  the  Illinois  bonds  for  the  Smithsonian  fund  is  accepted 

at  79 J.    There  was  an  offer  of  other  stock  at  80. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Rigos, 

Washington  City. 


D  52.  Treasury  Department,  July  8,  1841. 

Sir:  There  is  at  this  time  in  the  Treasury  a  balance  of  $18,271.86  belonging  to  the 
Smithsonian  fund,  which  I  am  required  by  law  to  invest  in  State  stocks. 

If  you  have  Massachusetts,  Ohio,  or  New  York  State  stocks  to  dispose  of,  I  will 
thank  you  to  propose  the  amount  of  either  you  are  willing  to  deliver  to  this  Depart- 
ment for  that  balance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Ewing, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
C.  J.  NouBSE,Eeq.,  Present. 

[Letters  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  as  above  were  addressed  to  the  following  per- 
sons, viz:  Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Riggs,  of  Washington;  Messrs.  J.  E.  Thayer  &  Brother, 
of  Boston;  and  Messrs.  Nevins,  Townsend  &  Co.,  of  New  York.] 
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D  53.  Washington,  July  14,  1841- 

Sir:  I  will  furnish  the  amount  wanted  for  the  Smithsonian  fund  in  Ohio  sixes  at 

94 J;  New  York  fives  at  86 J. 

The  rate  of  Massachusetts  I  will  send  you  in  a  day  or  two. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Chas.  J.  NOURBB. 
Hon.  Thos.  Ewing. 


D  64.  Washington,  JvXy  18, 1841. 

I  can  furnish  Ohio  sixes  for  the  Smithsonian  investment  at  94J,  instead  of  94}, 
tendered  previously. 

The  Ohio  sixes  redeemable  1865. 

Respectfully, 

Chas.  J.  Nourse. 
Hon.  T.  Ewing. 


D  55.  New  York,  July  10,  1841. 

Dear  Sir:  We  are  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  8th  instant.     We  will  deliver  to 

your  order  $19,969.25  New  York  5}  percent  stock,  redeemable  in  1861 — or  $19,238.53 

Ohio  six  per  cent  stock,  redeemable  in  1860 — for  the  sum  of  $18,271.86,  if  apprued 

of  your  acceptance  of  the  offer  by  Thursday  morning. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 

Nevins,  Townsend  &  Oo. 
Hon.  T.  Ewing, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D^. .  Boston,  July  1$,  1841. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  8th  is  received.    We  can  furnish  you  Massachusetts  five 

per  cent  stock  at  one-half  per  cent  advance,  or  New  York  State  stock,  five  per  cent, 

at  85}  per  cent.    As  the  bonds  are  issued  in  sums  of  one  thousand  dollars,  we  could 

not  furnish  the  precise  amount  which  you  mention.     There  is  none  of  the  Ohio 

stock  held  in  our  market. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  E.  Thayer  h  Brothxb. 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 

Secreiary  of  the  Treasury ,  Wojihingtmi. 


D  57.  New  York,  July  16,  1841. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  felt  some  doubt  as  to  making  you  a  more  favorable  offer  for  the 
$18,271.80  belonging  to  the  Smithsonian  fund  than  the  offer  you  already  have,  bat 
have  concluded  to  offer  you  $19,250  Ohio  State  stock,  interest  from  1st  of  July 
instant. 

Should  you  think  proper  to  accept  this  offer,  and  forward  to  me,  or  to  J.  N.  Pe^ 

kins,  cashier,  a  draft  for  the  money,  the  stock  certificate  will  be  immediately  issued 

thereon,  in  such  name  as  you  may  direct. 

Very  respectfully,  Ac,  Alfred  Kelly, 

Commissioner  Ohio  Canal  Fund. 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 

Secretary  of  (he  Treasury,  Washington  CUy. 


I)  58.  Washington  City,  July  17,  1841. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  8th  instant,  we  have  the  pleasure  to  offer  Ohio 

six  per  cent  stock,  to  the  extent  wanted,  at  94  per  cent. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Corcoran  &  Riggs. 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washmgton  CUy, 
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D  59.  Treasury  Department,  JiUy  IS,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th,  with  the  offer  of  New  York  5 J 
per  cent  and  Ohio  6  per  cent  stock  on  account  of  the  Smithsonian  fund.  Having 
applied  to  three  or  four  others  for  tenders  of  similar  stocks,  from  whom  it  is  hardly 
time  to  expect  replies,  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  determine  upon  your  proposi- 
tion by  the  time  limited  by  you.  Shall  it  be  r^arded  as  a  subsisting  proposition 
until  withdrawn;  or,  after  Thursday,  shall  I  decide  without  regard  to  your  offer? 
Please  inform  me  by  return  mail. 

I  am,  Ac,  T.  Ewing, 

Secretary  of  the  Treagary. 

Messrs.  Nbvins,  Townsend  6l  Co.,  New  York, 


D  60.  New  York,  Jxdy  16,  1841. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  your  favor  of  the  13th  instant.     We  will  continue  our  offer 
until  the  22d  instant,  modifying  it  as  to  the  New  York  stock,  of  which  we  will  fur- 
nish the  exact  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  that  of  $18,271.86. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Nevins,  Townsend  &  Co. 
Hon.  T.  Ewing, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  61.  Treasury  Department,  July  8,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  There  is  now  in  the  Treasury  a  balance  of  $18,271.86  belonging  to  the 

Smithsonian  fund,  which  I  am  required  by  law  to  invest  in  State  stocks.     I  will 

thank  you  to  inform  me  what  amount  of  Massachusetts,  New  York,  or  Ohio  State 

'  stock  you  are  willing  to  deliver  to  this  Department  for  that  balance,  to  be  paid  at 

New  York. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Ewing, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeasury. 
Messrs.  Prime,  Ward  &  King,  New  York. 


D  62.  New  York,  July  10,  1841. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  the  8th  instant,  we  beg  to  state  that  we 
have  no  stocks  of  the  kind  which  you  designate  to  offer  Uy  you  as  an  investment  of 
the  Smithsonian  fund. 

We  remain,  sir,  respectfully  yours. 

Prime,  Ward  &  King. 
Hon.  T.  Ewing,  Wa»hington. 

D  63.  Treasury  Dapartment,  July  20,  1841. 

Gentlemen:  Your  tender  of  Ohio  6  per  cent  stock,  payable  in  New  York,  for  the 
Smithsonian  fund,  at  the  rate  of  $100  in  stock  for  $94  in  cash,  is  accepted. 

The  amount  to  be  invested,  as  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  8th,  may  be  diminished 
about  $1,000  by  the  nonpayment  of  some  coupons.  Of  this  1  shall  be  able  to  inform 
you  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Ewing, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Riggs. 
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June  6,  1844^Senate. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Tappan,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  reported 
bill  S.  188,  which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading: 

a  bill  to  establish  the  Smithiionian  Institation,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 

men. 

Whereas  James  Smithson,  esquire,  of  London,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
his  last  will  and  testament  did  give  the  whole  of  his  property  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  found  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an 
establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men;  and  whereas 
Congress  have  heretofore  received  said  property  and  accepted  said  trust:  Therefore, 
that  the  same  may  be  executed  in  good  faith,  and  according  to  the  will  of  the  liberal 
and  enlightened  donor, 

Be  it  enacted f  et<;.^  That  so  much  of  the  property  of  the  said  James  Smithson  as 
has  been  received  in  money  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  being 
the  sum  of  $508,318,  be  loaned  to  the  United  States  Treasury,  at  six  per  cent  per 
annum  interest,  from  the  third  day  of  December,  in  the  year  1838,  when  the  same 
was  received  into  the  said  Treasury;  and  that  so  much  of  the  interest  as  may  haye 
accrued  on  said  sum  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  which  will  amount  to  the  sum  of 
$178,604,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  suitable  build- 
ings, and  the  enclosing  of  suitable  grounds  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  established 
by  this  act;  and  that  six  per  cent  interest  on  the  said  trust  fund,  it  being  the  said  amoont 
of  $508,318,  received  into  the  United  States  Treasury,  third  of  December,  1838,  paya- 
ble, in  half-yearly  payments,  on  the  first  of  January  and  July  in  each  year,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  perpetual  maintenance  and  support  of  said 
Institution. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enadedj  That  the  business  of  said  Institution  shall  be  con- 
ducted by  a  board  of  managers,  to  consist  of  twelve,  no  two  of  whom  shall  be  dtizena 
of  the  same  State  or  Territory;  that  the  persons  first  appointed  on  the  board  of  man- 
agers shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  first  Monday  of  September  next 
alter  the  passage  of  this  act,  and,  when  met,  shall  divide  themselves,  by  lot,  into 
three  sections,  one  of  which  shall  serve  two  years,  one  four,  and  the  other  six  yean; 
and  whenever  a  vacancy  occurs  in  said  board  the  same  shall  be  filled  by  such  perBOQ 
as  may  be  appointed  by  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress;  that  all  those  who  may  be 
appointed  to  fill  vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  resignation,  or  removal  out  of  the 
United  States  shall  serve  the  residue  of  the  term,  and  all  those  who  may  be  appointed 
to  fill  vacancies  which  occur  by  lapse  of  time  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  six  yean; 
that  after  said  l)oard  shall  have  met  and  become  organized  by  appointing  one  of  their 
own  body  president  of  said  board,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  proceed  to  select  a  Boit- 
able  site  for  such  building  as  may  be,  in  their  judgment,  necessary  for  the  Institu- 
tion, and  suitable  ground,  not  exceeding  ten  acres,  for  horticultural  and  agricultcml 
experiments,  which  ground  may  be  taken  and  appropriated  out  of  that  part  of  the 
public  ground  in  the  city  of  Washington  called  the  Mall;  and  the  ground  so  selected 
shall  be  set  out  by  proper  metes  and  bounds,  and  a  description  of  the  same  shall  be 
made  and  recorded  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  signed  by  said 
managers,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  be  convened  on  said  first  Monday  of  Septem- 
ber; and  such  record,  or  a  copy  thereof,  certified  by  the  president  of  the  board  ci 
managers,  shall  be  received  as  evidence  in  all  courts  of  the  extent  and  boundaries  of 
the  lands  appropriated  to  said  Institution. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  soon  as  the  board  of  managers  shall  have 
selected  the  site  for  the  buildings  of  the  Institution,  they  shall  cause  to  be  erected  a 
suitable  building,  of  plain  and  durable  materials  and  structure,  without  unnecessary 
ornament,  and  of  sufficient  size  and  with  suitable  rooms  for  the  reception  and 
arrangement  of  objects  of  natural  history,  a  library,  a  chemical  laboratory,  and  leo- 
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tiire  room  or  rooms;  and  the  said  board  shall  have  authority,  by  themselves  or  by  a 
committee  of  three  of  their  members,  to  contract  for  the  completion  of  such  building 
upon  such  plan  as  may  be  directed  by  the  board  of  managers,  and  shall  take  suffi- 
cient eecority  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the  building  and  finishing  the 
same  according  to  said  plan  and  in  the  time  stipulated  in  such  contract:  Provided, 
however,  That  the  expense  of  said  building  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $80,000, 
which  sum  is  hereby  appropriated  for  that  purpose  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated;  and  the  board  of  managers  shall  also  cause  the 
grounds  selected  for  horticultural  and  agricultural  purposes  to  be  enclosed  and 
secured,  and  a  suitable  building  erected  to  preserve  such  plants  as  will  not  bear 
exposure  to  the  weather  at  all  seasons;  and  the  sum  of  $20,000  is  hereby  appro- 
priated for  such  building  and  enclosure,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated;  and  so  soon  as  it  may  be  necessary  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  persons  employed  in  said  Institution,  the  said  board  of 
manager^  may  cause  to  be  erected  on  the  grounds  of  the  Institution  such  dwelling 
houses  and  other  buildings,  of  plain  and  substantial  workmanship  and  materials,  to 
be  without  unnecessary  ornament,  as  may  be  wanted :  Promded,  haicever,  That  the 
whole  expense  of  building  and  furnishing  as  many  such  houses  as  may  be  required 
shall  not  exceed  the  residue  of  said  interest  which  will  have  accrued  on  the  first  day 
of  July  next;  and  for  the  said  expenditure  the  said  residue  of  said  interest,  amount- 
ing to  the  sum  of  $78,604,  is  hereby  appropriated,  payable  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated;  and  all  such  contracts  as  may  be  made  by 
said  board  of  managers  shall  be  deposited  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States; 
and  all  questions  which  may  arise  between  the  United  States  and  any  person  claim- 
ing under  and  by  virtue  of  any  such  contract  shall  be  heard  and  determined  by  said 
board  of  managers,  and  such  determination  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  u|)on  all 
parties;  and  all  claims  on  any  contract  made  as  aforesaid  shall  be  allowed  and  cer- 
tified by  the  boanl  of  managers,  or  a  committee  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
being  signed  by  the  president  of  the  board,  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  settlement 
and  payment  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  so  soon  as  buildings  shall  be  erected  for  their 
reception,  all  objects  of  natural  history  belonging  to  the  United  States  which  may  be 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  whosesoever  custody  the  same  may  be,  shall  be  delivered 
to  such  persons  as  may  be  authorize<l  by  the  board  of  managers  to  receive  them,  and 
shall  be  arranged  by  the  professor  of  natural  history  in  such  order  and  so  classed  as 
best  to  facilitate  the  examination  and  study  of  them  in  the  building  so  as  aforesaid 
to  be  erected  for  the  institution;  and  the  managers  of  said  institution  shall  afterwards, 
as  new  specimens  in  natural  history  may  l)e  obtained  for  the  museum  of  the  institu- 
tion by  exchanges  of  duplicate  specimens  belonging  to  the  institution  (which  they 
are  hereby  authorize<l  to  make)  or  by  donations  which  they  may  receive,  cause  such 
new  specimens  to  be  also  appropriately  ("laswd  and  arrange*!.  And  the  minerals, 
books,  manu8(Tipts,  and  other  property  of  Jamei?  Smithson,  which  have  been  received 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  are  now  platted  in  the  Patent  Office, 
shall  be  removed  to  said  institution  and  shall  be  preserved  separate  and  apart  from 
the  other  property  of  the  institution. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  furtfier  enacted,  That  the  managers  of  said  institution  shall  appoint 
a  superintendent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  charge  of  the  ground,  buildings,  and 
property  belonging  to  the  institution,  and  carefully  preserve  the  same  from  injury; 
and  such  superintendent  shall  be  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  managers  and  shall, 
under  their  direction,  make  a  fair  and  a(*curate  record  of  all  their  proceedings,  to  l>e 
preserved  in  said  institution;  and  the  said  superintendent  shall  also  discharge  the 
duties  of  professor  of  agriculture  and  of  horticulture  in  said  institution,  and  in  that 
capacity  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  board  of  managen^,  employ  from  time  to 
time  so  many  gardeners  and  other  laborers  as  may  be  necessary  to  cultivate  the  ground 
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and  keep  in  repair  the  boildings  of  said  institution;  and  the  superintendent  shall 
receive  for  his  services  such  sum  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  board  of  managers,  to  be  paid 
semiannually  on  the  first  day  of  January  and  July;  and  the  said  superintendent  shall 
be  removable  by  the  board  of  managers  whenever,  in  their  judgment,  the  interest  of 
the  institution  may  require  the  superintendent  to  be  changed. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  managers 
they  shall  fix  on  the  times  for  regular  meetings  of  the  board,  and  on  application  of 
any  three  of  the  managers  to  the  superintendent  of  the  institution  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  appoint  a  time  for  a  special  meeting  of  the  board,  of  which  he  shall  give  notice  by 
letter  to  each  of  the  members,  and  at  any  meeting  of  the  board  of  managers  seven 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business;  that  each  member  of  the  board  of  managerB 
shall  be  paid  his  necessary  traveling  and  other  expenses  in  attending  meetings  of 
the  board,  which  shall  be  audited,  allowed,  and  recorded  by  the  superintendent  of 
the  institution.  And  whenever  any  person  employed  by  the  authority  of  the  insti- 
tution shall  have  performed  service  entitling  him  to  compensation,  whether  the  same 
shall  be  by  way  of  salary  payable  semiannually  or  wages  for  labor,  the  superintend- 
ent shall  certify  to  the  president  of  the  board  that  such  compensation  is  due,  where- 
upon the  president  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  Treasury 
Department  for  payment. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  board  of  managers  may  appoint  some 
suitable  person  as  professor  of  natural  history,  a  professor  of  cheinistr>',  and  a  pro- 
fessor of  astronomy,  with  such  other  professors  as  the  wants  of  science  may  require. 
They  shall  also  employ  able  men  to  lecture  in  the  Institution  upon  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences, and  shall  fix  the  compensation  of  such  professors  and  lecturers:  Provided^ 
That  no  professorship  shall  be  established  or  lecturer  employed  to  treat  or  lecture  on 
law,  physic,  or  divinity,  it  being  the  object  of  tlie  Institution  to  furnish  facilities 
for  the  acquisition  of  such  branches  of  knowledge  as  are  not  taught  in  the  various 
universities. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  board  of  managers  shall  make  all  need- 
ful rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  Institution  and  the 
persons  employed  therein.  They  shall  direct  and  prescribe  the  experiments  to  be 
made  by  the  professor  of  agriculture  and  horticulture  to  determine  the  utility  and 
advantage  of  new  modes  and  instruments  of  culture,  to  determine  whether  new 
fruits,  plants,  and  vegetables  may  be  cultivated  to  advantage  in  the  United  States, 
and  they  shall  direct  the  distribution  of  all  such  fruits,  planti!>,  seeds,  and  vegetables 
as  shall  be  found  useful  and  adapted  to  any  of  our  soils  and  climates,  so  that  the 
people  in  every  part  of  the  Union  may  enjoy  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the 
experiments  made  by  the  Institution.  They  shall  also  make  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  admission  of  students  in  the  various  departments  of  the  Institution  and  their 
conduct  and  deportment  while  they  remain  therein:  I*ruvided,  That  all  instructioii 
in  said  Institution  shall  be  gratuitous  to  those  students  who  conform  to  such  rules 
and  regulations. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted j  That be  appointed  managers  of  the 

said  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  hold  their  offices  as  is  hereinbefore  provided. 

June  7,  1844 — House. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  the 
Smithsonian  bequest,  made  a  report  thereon  with  a  bill  (H.  418): 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  of  February  19  last,  relating  to  the  then  state 
and  condition  of  the  funds  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson  to  the 
United  States  for  the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  have  attended  to  that  duty,  and 
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respectfully  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  a  bill  to  give 
immediate  eflfective  operation  to  the  purposes  of  the  testator  in  that 
bequest;  and  in  explanation  of  the  necessity  and  object  of  this  bill,  take 
leave  to  recall  to  the  memory  of  this  House  the  material  circumstances 
of  the  ac<;eptance  of  this  bequest,  of  the  reception  of  the  funds  be- 
queathed by  the  testator,  and  of  the  disposition  of  them  hitherto  made 
by  Congress,  and  ite  present  condition. 

The  existence  of  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States 
of  America  was  conmiunicated  to  Congress  by  a  message  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  of  December  17,  1835;  and  by  an  act  of 
Congress  approved  July  1,  1836,  the  bequest  was  accepted,  and  the 
President  was  authorized  and  enabled  to  assert  and  prosecute,  with 
eflfect,  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  property  thereby  be- 
queathed, and  then  held  in  trust  by  the  English  court  of  chancery. 
The  third  section  of  this  act  is  in  the  following  words: 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  and  all  sums  of  money,  and  other  funds, 
which  shall  be  received  for  or  on  account  of  the  said  legacy,  shall  be  applied,  in  such 
manner  as  Congress  may  hereafter  direct,  to  the  purpose  of  founding  and  endowing 
at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men;  to  which  application  of  the  said 
moneys  and  other  funds  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged. 

Under  an  authority  conferred  by  this  act  the  President  of  the 
United  States  appointed  Richard  Rush  the  agent  to  recover  the  prop- 
erty held  in  trust  in  the  English  court  of  chancery,  a  commission 
faithfully  and  successfully  executed,  and  on  the  1st  of  September, 
1838,  Mr.  Rush  deposited  in  the  mint  of  the  United  States  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  sum  in  gold  of  $580,318.46,  which,  together  with  sundry 
articles  of  furniture  and  books  of  small  and  indefinite  pecuniar^'  value 
constituted  the  whole  of  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson  to  the  United 
States. 

Before  the  time  of  this  deposit  at  the  mint  the  sixth  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  July  7,  1838,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1838,  and  for  other  purposes,"  had  disposed  of  the  fund  as  follows: 

"Sec.  6.  And  be  itfurth^  enacted^  That  all  the  money  arising  from  the  beque^^t  of 
the  late  James  Smithson,  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  fomiding  at  Washington,  in 
this  District,  an  institution  to  be  denominated  the  Smithsonian  Institution  which 
may  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  is  hereby  appropriated  and  shall  be  invested  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  stocks  of  States,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  five  per  centum 
per  annum,  which  said  stocks  shall  be  held  by  the  said  Secretary  in  trust  for  the  uses 
specified  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  said  Smithson  until  provision  is  made  by 
law  for  carrying  the  purpose  of  said  bequest  into  effect,  and  that  the  annual  Interest 
'  accruing  on  the  stock  aforesaid  shall  be  in  like  manner  invested  for  the  benefit  of 
said  institation.'' 

Under  the  authority  of  this  provision,  $499,600  of  the  money 
received  at  the  mint  on  the  Ist  of  September,  1838,  were  on  the  4:th 
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of  the  same  month  invested  in  500  bonds  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  of 
$1,000  each,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum, 
payable  half-yearly  on  the  1st  days  of  January  and  July  of  each  year 
until  the  payment  of  the  principal  on  the  26th  day  of  October,  1861. 
Under  the  same  authority  subsequent  investments  were  made  in 
bonds  of  the  same  State  of  Arkansas  as  follows: 

Dec.  29,  1838,  $10,000  in  10  bonds,  payable  January  1,  1868 $10,000.00 

July  6,  1839,  $13,000  in  13  bonds,  payable  January  1 ,  1868 13,000.00 

Sept.  21,  1840,  $15,000  in  15  bonds,  payable  January- 1,  1868 15,000.00 

Upon  these  lx)nd8  there  had  been  paid  for  interest  on  Deceml)er  31, 1843.     93,591.73 
And  there  was  then  due  for  interest  on  the  same 75,687.84 

Whence  it  appears  that  from  and  after  July,  1841,  all  payments  of 
interest  on  said  Arkansas  bonds  have  ceased,  and  that  the  amount  due 
is  acx'umulating  at  the  rate  of  more  than  $32,0(X)  a  year — amounting 
at  this  day  to  more  than  $90,000. 

On  the  2M  of  November,  1838,  $8,000  were  mvested  in  l)onds  of  tiie  State  of 
Michigan,  i)ayable  on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1858,  l^earing  interest  at  6 
per  cent,  payable  half-yearly  at  the  Manhattan  Bank,  in  the  city  of  New 

York $8,000 

On  these  l>onds  there  was  due  on  the  31st  of  December,  1843,  one  year's 

interest 480 

There  were  invested  in  bonds  of  the  State  of  Illinois — 

Feb.  3, 1840.  13  Iwnds,  of  $1,000  each,  payable  after  the  year  1860 13, 000 

3  bonds,  of  $1,000  each,  payable  after  January  1,  1873 3, 000 

10  bonds,  of  1,000  each,  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State 

after  the  year  1860 10, 000 

Dec.  3, 1840.     6  bonds  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  of  $1,000  eac'h,  payable 

after  January  1,  1870 $6,000 

Feb.  1, 1841.  24  bonds,  payable  after  January  1, 1870 24, 000 

30,000 

On  these  bonds  of  the  State  of  Illinois  there  was  due  on  December  31,  1843, 

one  year's  interest 3, 360 

There  were  invested  in  the  6  per  cent  canal  stocks  of  the  State  of  Ohio — 

Aug.   7, 1841.  13  bonds,  of  $1,000  each,  payable  after  December  31,  1860 13, 000 

Aug.  10, 1841.     5  bonds,  of  $1,000  each,  payable  after  December  31,  1860 5, 000 

Upon  these  bonds,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1843,  no  interest  was 
due. 

The  first  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  September  11, 1841,  repealed 
so  much  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  July  7,  1838,  as  required 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  invest  the  annual  interest  accruing  on 
the  investment  of  the  money  arising  from  the  bequest  of  James  Smith- 
son  in  the  stocks  of  the  States;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
thenceforth  required,  until  Congress  shall  appropriate  said  accruing 
interest  to  the  purposes  prescribed  by  the  testator  for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  to  invest  said  accruing  interest  in 
any  stock  of  the  United  States  bearing  not  less  than  6  per  cent  per 
annum. 
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Since  that  time  the  investments  in  the  stocks  of  the  United  States 
have  been  as  follows: 

September  27,  1841,  5J  per  cent  stocks $1, 291. 86 

August  27,  1842,  6  per  cent  stocks 1,135.80 

December  29,  1842,  6  per  cent  stocks 8,322.79 

March  31 ,  1843,  6  per  cent  stocks r 653. 05 

January  12,  1844,  5  per  cent  stocks 4, 231. 35 

Total 15,634  85 

Which  sum  is  the  whole  amount  of  interest  received  at  the  Treasury 
in  the  space  of  two  years  and  four  months  (from  the  11th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1841,  to  the  12th  of  January,  1844)  from  a  fund  which  in  that 
space  of  time  should  have  yielded  little  less  than  $80,000.  This,  then, 
is  the  present  condition  of  the  fund. 

There  are  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  620  bonds  of  the 
States  of  Arkansas,  Illinois,  Ohio,  and  Michigan,  viz: 

Arkansas 538 

Illinois 56 

Ohio 18 

Michigan 8 

Total 620 

for  $1,000  each,  bearing  on  their  face  interest  at  6  per  cent  a  year,  payable 
half-yearly  in  the  city  of  New  York.  The  principal  of  these  bonds  is 
payable  at  different  times  from  1860  to  1873 — none  before  the  first  of 
those  periods,  and  none  after,  but  at  the  pleasure  of  the  several  con- 
tracting States. 

The  annual  interest  upon  these  bonds  is  $37,200,  payable  in  semiannual 
payments  in  the  city  of  New  York;  but  with  the  exception  of  the 
bonds  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  payment  of  interest  on  all  the  rest  is 
suspended,  which  suspension  on  the  bonds  of  the  State  of  Arkansas 
has  already  continued  for  the  space  of  nearly  three  years. 

The  arrears  of  this  interest  due  on  the  31st  of  December,  1843,  were: 

Of  the  State  of— 

Arkansas $75,687.84 

Michigan 480.00 

Illmois 3,360.00 

Forming  an  aggregate  of 79, 527. 84 

Which,  added  to  the  amount  of  the  bonds 620,000.00 

Gives  the  amount  in  the  Treasury 699, 527. 84 

on  the  31st  of  December,  1843,  which  sum,  with  the  accruing  interest 
to  the  31st  of  December,  1846,  will  exceed  1800,000.  The  stipulated 
period  of  payment  of  the  principal  of  all  these  bonds  is  remote,  none 
being  payable  earlier  than  1860,  some  of  them  not  before  1870,  and 
all  postponable  at  the  plei^ure  of  the  State.     So  that  while  the  pay- 
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ments  of  interest  remain  suspended,  neither  principal  nor  interest  is 

available  for  application  by  Congress  to  the  purpose  of  the  bequest — 

the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

Yet  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  1, 1836,  accepting  the  bequest, 

the  faith  of  the  United  States  was  solemnly  pledged  that  all  the  sums 

of  money  and  other  funds  received  for  or  on  account  of  this  legacy 

should  be  applied  to  the  humane  and  generous  purpose  prescribed  by 

the  testator. 
For  the  redemption  of  this  pledge  it  is  indispensably  necessary  that 

the  fund  now  locked  in  the  Treasury  in  the  bonds  of  these  States,  and 
the  accruing  interest  on  them  (the  payment  of  which  is  now  suspended), 
should  be  made  available  for  the  disposal  of  C^ongress  to  execute  the 
sacred  trust  which  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  they  have  assumed. 
For  this  purpose  the  committee  report  a  bill  appropriating  the  siunof 
$800,000,  to  be  invested  in  certificates  of  stock  of  the  United  States, 
bearing  iiit(»rcst  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  a  year,  payable  half-yearly, 
and  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  C>)ngress  by  the  substitution  of 
other  funds  of  equal  value,  which  sum  of  $800,(KK)  shall  constitute  per- 
manent funds,  thus  appropriated,  as  follows: 

1.  To  replace  the  sum  of  $508,318.46  deposited  in  the  mint  of  the 
United  States  in  gold  on  the  1st  of  September,  1838,  and  $500,000  of 
which  were,  on  the  4th  of  the  same  month,  invested  for  and  on  account 
of  the  United  States  in  bonds  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

2.  Three  hundred  thousand  dollai's  to  supply  the  place  of  the  interest 
which  has  accrued  and  will  accrue  until  or  near  the  31st  of  December, 
1846,  on  the  bonds  now  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  which  is  at  present  suspended. 

The  committee  will  not  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  States  of  Arkan- 
sas, Illinois,  and  Michigan  will  have  made  before  the  close  of  the  year 
1846  provision  for  payment  of  the  arreiirs  of  interest  due  upon  their 
bonds  and  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  same  interest  as  it  may 
hereafter  accrue.  The  appropriations  from  the  Treasury  proposed 
by  the  bill  herewith  reported  will  require  no  disbursement  of  money 
beyond  one  year's  interest  on  the  whole  fund,  and  the  amount  now  in 
the  Treasury  and  available  for  the  immediate  disposal  of  Congress. 
The  appropriations  authorized  by  the  bill  are  necessary  to  enable  Con- 
gress to  proceed  immediately  to  the  execution  of  the  trust  committed 
to  them  bv  the  testator,  and  for  the  fulfillment  of  which  the  faith  of  the 
nation  has  been  pledged;  but  they  will  constitute  no  burdens  upon  the 
Treasury  itself,  and  no  ultimate  expenditure,  other  than  the  proceeds 
of  the  Smithsonian  fund  itself.  The  proposal  is  that  of  this  sum  of 
$300,000,  $60,000  shall  be  held  as  a  pennanent  fund,  from  the  interest 
of  which,  without  intrenching  upon  the  principal,  a  sum  of  $3,600  a 
year  shall  be  provided  for  the  compensation  of  an  astronomical  obser- 
vator,  and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  repairs  of  an  observatory, 
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occasionally  required.  That  a  like  fund  of  $120,000  shall  be  reserved, 
yielding  a  yearly  interest  of  $7,200,  for  a  compensation  of  $1,500  a 
3^ear  for  each  of  four  assistant  observers,  and  of  two  laborers  with  the 
wages  for  each  of  $600  a  year.  That  a  fund  of  $20,000  should  supply 
a  yearly  interest  for  the  purchase  of  new  publications  on  subjects 
connected  with  science;  and  another  fund,  from  the  interest  of  which 
may  be  defrayed  the  compensation  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  corporation,  and  the  charge  of  publication  of  a  nautical  almanac 
and  of  the  observations  made  by  the  observators.  There  remains, 
then,  a  sum  of  $70,000  to  be  expended  for  the  erection  of  the  observa- 
tory, and  of  the  necessary  buildings  connected  therewith,  and  for  the 
purchase  of  instruments  and  books  necessary  and  suitable  for  the 
establishment,  which  may  be  thus  formed  and  completed  by  the  close 
of  the  year  1846. 

For  refunding  to  the  Treasury  the  whole  sum  thus  appropriated, 
principal  and  interest,  the  only  requisite  will  be  the  sense  of  justice 
of  the  governments  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Illinois,  and  Michigan, 
of  which,  as  the  committee  have  observed,  they  can  not  entertain  a 
doubt. 

The  committee  respectfully  report,  with  slight  modifications  adapted 
to  the  present  circumstances,  the  same  bill  reported  by  a  committee 
of  this  House  at  the  second  session  of  the  Twenty -seventh  Congress, 
on  the  12th  of  April,  1842. 

And,  finally,  the  committee  refer  the  House,  for  a  full  exposition  of 
the  facts  and  principles  upon  which  the  bill  now  reported  is  predi- 
cated, to  the  following  previous  repoils  of  committees  of  this  House 
on  the  subject  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest: 

Report  No.  181,  of  January  19, 1836,  Twenty-fourth  Congress,  first 
session,  with  accompanying  documents. 

Report  No.  277,  of  March  5, 1840,  Twenty-sixth  Congress,  first  ses- 
sion, with  amendatory  bill  H.  1. 

Report  No.  587,  of  April  12,  1842,  Twenty-seventh  Congress,  sec- 
ond session,  with  bill  H.  386. 

All  of  which  this  committee  request  may  be  taken  as  part  of  their 
report. 

[H.  418.] 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  dispoeal  and  management  of  the  fund  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson  to 
the  United  States,  for  the  establiihment  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men. 

Sec.  I.  Be  it  enactedy  etc.^  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Repreeentatives  of  the  United  States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy,  the  Postmaster  and 
Attorney  Grenerals,  the  chief  justice  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  shall  be,  and  hereby 
are,  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  style  and  title  of  ''The  trustees  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men," 

H.  Doc.  732 18 
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with  perpetual  succeesion,  and  the  usual  powere,  duties,  and  liabilities  incident  to 
corporations. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  corporation  so  i!onstituted  shall  have 
power  to  appoint,  from  citizens  of  the  United  States  other  than  inenil)ers  of  the 
board,  a  secretary  and  a  treasurer,  to  hold  their  oflBces  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
board,  and  removable  at  their  pleasure,  and  others  to  be  appointed  in  their  places, 
and  to  fix  from  time  to  time  their  compensations.  And  the  secretary  and  treasurer 
only  shall  receive  pecuniary  compensation  for  their  services,  and  those  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  trustees  shall  be  gratuitous.  And  the  ofiices  of  secretary  and 
treasurer  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  board  of  trustees,  be  held  by  the  same  person. 
The  secretary  and  treasurer  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  dischai^  of  the  duties  of 
their  respective  oflBces;  and  the  treasurer  shall  give  bond,  under  the  penalty  of 
$50,000,  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the 
safe  custody  and  faithful  application  of  all  the  funds  of  the  institution  which  may 
come  to  his  hands  or  be  at  his  disposal. 

Sbc.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sum  of  $800,000  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated,  by  investment  of  that  sum  in  certificates  of  stock  to  that  amount 
of  the  United  States,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  a  year,  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress  by  the  substitution  of 
other  funds  of  equal  value  and  yielding  the  same  income,  the  said  interest  being 
payable  half-yearly  on  the  first  Mondays  of  January  and  July.  The  said  stocks  to 
be  applied  in  manner  following:  First,  to  constitute  a  fund  of  $500,000,  bearing 
interest  as  aforesaid,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  same  sum  received  at  the  Mint  of 
the  United  States  at  Philadelphia,  in  gold,  on  the  first  day  of  September,  of  the  year 
1838,  and  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  same  month  invested,  for  account  of  the  United 
States,  in  five  hundred  bonds  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  of  one  thousand  dollars  e^ud), 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  a  year,  payable  half-yearly,  and  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  is  redeemable  on  the  second  of  October,  1860.  Secondly,  to  constitute 
a  fund  of  $300,000,  bearing  interest  as  aforesaid,  to  supply  the  place  of  an  equal  sum 
invested  in  one  hundred  and  forty  bonds  of  the  States  of  Arkemsas,  Michigan,  IllinoLl 
and  Ohio,  and  of  interest  which  has  accrued,  and  may  hereafter  accrue,  to  the  said 
amount  of  $300,000,  from  the  said  sum  deposited  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  first  day  of  September,  1838;  the  said  fund  to  be  applied  to  the 
execution  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator,  'Hhe  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men,''  in  manner  following: 

Of  the  said  fund,  there  shall  be  applied  ior  the  erection  and  establishment,  at  the 
city  of  Washington,  of  an  astronomical  observatory,  adapted  to  the  most  effective  iMdd 
continual  observations  of  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens;  to  be  provided  with  the 
necessary,  best,  and  most  perfect  instruments  and  books,  for  the  periodical  publica> 
tion  of  said  observations,  and  for  the  annual  composition  and  publication  of  a  nauti- 
cal almanac,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Of  the  said  fund  there  shall  be  reserved  in  the  stock  thus  invested  the  sum  of 
$60,000,  from  the  yearly  interest  of  which  the  compensation  shall  l^e  paid  of  an  astro- 
nomical observator,  to  be  appointed  by  the  board  of  overseers,  removable  at  their 
discretion,  and  another  to  be  appointed  whenever  the  said  oflBce  may  be  vatitiat'; 
and  his  compensation  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $3,000  a  year,  and  $600  a  year  shall  ,^ 
reserved  for  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  repairs  upon  the  buildings  aa 
they  may  be  required. 

Also  $120,000,  from  the  yearly  interest  of  which  shall  be  paid  the  compensaticm 
of  four  assistants  to  the  astronomer  and  of  laborers  necessary  for  attendance  on  him, 
and  for  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  buildings.  The  compensation  of  the  four 
assistants  to  be  at  the  rate  of  $1,500  a  year  each;  and  the  compensation  of  the  labor> 
ers  not  to  exceed  in  amount,  for  the  whole  of  those  found  necessary,  $1,200  a  year; 
the  assistants  and  laborers  to  be  appointed  and  removable  by  the  said  board  <^ 
trustees  at  their  discretion. 
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Of  the  said  fund  there  shall  be  applied  to  furnish  an  assortment  of  the  l^est  and 
niofit  perfect  instnimenta  for  astronomical  observation,  to  be  prcK^ured  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  astronomical  observator,  to  l)e  appointed  conformably  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  $20,000. 

And  there  shall  be  reserved  $10,000,  from  the  interest  of  which  other  instruments 
may  be  from  time  to  time  procured,  as  occasions  for  the  use  of  them  may  arise,  and 
for  the  repairs  of  instruments  as  needed. 

And  there  shall  be  reserved  $10,000,  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  library  of  books 
of  8<*ience  and  literature  for  the  use  of  the  observatory,  to  be  selected  by  the 
observator;  and  the  further  sum  of  $20,000  reserved,  from  the  interest  of  which  to 
pay  for  a  supply  of  new  works,  transactions  of  learned  societies,  and  periodical  pub- 
lications upon  science  in  other  parts  of  the  world  or  in  America. 

Of  the  said  fund  shall  be  reserved  $30,000,  from  the  interest  of  which  shall  be 
paid  the  compensation  of  the  seciretary  and  treasurer,  and  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  corporation  hereby  constituted,  including  the  expense  of  the  yearly  publica- 
tion of  the  observations  made  at  the  observatory,  and  of  a  nautical  almanac,  to  be 
called  the  Smithsonian  Almanac. 

Sec'.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  the  moneys  and  stocks  which  have  been, 
or  may  hereafter  be,  received  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  account  of 
the  fund  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  pledged  to 
refund  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  smiis  hereby  appropriated.  And 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  cause  to  be  opened  an  account  in  which  the 
Smithsonian  fund  shall  be  charged  with  the  sum  of  $800,000,  hereby  appropriated 
and  invested  in  stocks  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  credited  by  the  six  hundred 
and  forty  bonds  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Ohio,  and  by  all 
the  sums  received,  or  hereafter  to  be  received,  for  interest  on  the  said  bonds  until 
the  final  payment  of  the  principal  thereof  by  the  said  States.  And  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  and  transfer,  at  their  nominal  par  value, 
principal  and  interest,  ana  not  under,  any  of  the  said  bonds,  with  the  interest  di^e 
and  unpaid  on  the  same,  and  to  credit  the  said  fund  with  the  proceeds  thereof,  till 
the  whole  sum  hereby  appropriated,  cmd  all  the  interest  hereafter  paid  thereon, 
shall  be  refunded  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enactedy  That  no  part  of  the  said  Smithsonian  fund,  prin- 
cipal or  interest,  shall  be  applied  to  any  school,  college,  university,  other  institute  of 
education,  or  ecclesiastical  establishment. 

Sbc.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  observatory  provided  by  the  third  sec- 
tion of  this  act  shall  \ye  erected  under  the  direction  of  the  Ix^ard  of  trustees  on  a  site 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  to  be  selected  by  them;  and  should  the  same  be  on  land 
l)elonging  to  the  United  States,  so  much  thereof  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  trustees, 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  shall  be  conveyed  to  them  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  $10,000,  taken  from  that  fund  by  the  general  appropriation  act  of  third 
March,  eighteen  hundre<i  and  thirty-nine:  Proinded,  That  if  no  such  suitable  site 
can  be  found  on  the  public  lands,  that  then  a  selection  of  a  site  on  private  prop- 
erty may  be  made  at  a  price  not  exceeding  one-half  cent  per  square  foot,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  appropriation  in  the  third  section  of  this  act. 

Het.  7.  And  fte  it  further  enacted  ^  That  all  expenditures  made  by  the  said  board  of 
trustees  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and 
all  the  accounts  thereof  shall  be  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
audited  under  his  direction  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department;  and 
the  said  board  shall  report  to  Congress,  at  every  session  thereof,  the  state  of  the 
Smithsonian  fund,  and  a  full  statement  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures  during 
the  preceding  year. 

Sbc.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  first  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  Smith- 
sonian fund  shall  l>o  held  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 

next;  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  custody  of  the  said  fund  and  the  expenditure 
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ODder  the  appropriations  herein  made  shall  be  held  and  authorized  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  a  board  of  visitors,  to  be 
annually  appointed,  consisting  of  nine  members;  two  of  whom  to  be  conmaissioned 
officers  of  the  Army,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  two  commiasioned 
officers  of  the  Navy,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  the  mayors  for 
the  time  being  of  the  cities  of  Alexandria  and  of  Georgetown,  within  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  one  citizen  of  each  of  the  cities  of  Washington,  Alexandria,  and 
Georgetown,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States;  who  shall  meet 
on  the  first  Monday  of  February,  at  eleven  o'clock,  before  noon,  at  the  said  astro- 
nomical observatory,  and  visit  and  inspect  the  condition  of  the  said  observatory  and 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  generally.  They  shall  choose  among  themselves  a 
chairman,  and  shall  make  report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  said 
condition  of  the  Institution,  specifically  indicating  in  what  respect  the  Institation 
has,  during  the  preceding  year,  contributed  to  the  purpose  of  the  founder — ^the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.  To  this  board  the  astronomical 
observator  shall  make  a  report  to  the  same  effect,  so  far  as  regards  the  astronomical 
branch  of  the  Institution,  which  report  shall  l^  annexed  to  that  of  the  board  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  communicate  the  said  reports  to  GongresB. 
The  services  of  the  members  of  the  said  board  shall  be  gratuitous. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  is  reserved  to  Congress  the  right  of 
altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  whidi 
shall  be  found  inconvenient  upon  experience:  Provided,  That  no  contract  or  individ- 
ual right,  made  or  acquired  under  such  provisions,  shall  thereby  be  impaired  or 
divested. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  for  any  other  moneys  which  have  accmed, 
or  may  hereafter  accrue,  upon  the  said  Smithsonian  fund,  not  herein  appropriated, 
the  board  of  trustees  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  disposal  as  they  shall  deem 
necessary  for  the  promotion  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator — "the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men  " — unless  the  same  shall  be  otherwise  disposed  of 
by  law. 

Committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

June  14,  1844 — House. 

Mr.  Edmund  Deberry,  from  the  Committee  ou  Agriculture,  made 
an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  relation  to  the  appropriation  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest 
for  the  purposes  of  agricultural  education. 
December  12,  1844 — Senate. 

Mr.  Benj.  Tappan  introduced  bill  S.  18.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Library. 

A  bill  to  establish  the  Smithnoniiin  Institution,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  ainoiis 

men. 

Whereas  James  Smithson,  esquire,  of  London,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
by  his  last  will  and  testament  did  give  the  whole  of  his  property  to  the  United  States 
of  America,  to  found  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution^ 
an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men;  and 
whereas  Congress  have  heretofore  received  said  property  and  accepted  said  trust; 
therefore,  that  the  same  may  be  executed  in  good  faith,  and  according  to  the  will  of 
the  libt^ral  and  enlightened  donor: 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  That  so  nmch  of  the  property  of  the  said  James  Smithson  aa 
has  been  received  in  money  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  being 
the  sum  of  $508, 318,  be  loaned  to  the  United  States  Treasury,  at  six  per  cent  per 
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annum  interest,  from  the  third  day  of  December,  in  the  year  1838,  when  the  same 
was  re(^!ved  into  the  said  Treasury;  and  that  so  much  of  the  interest  as  may  have 
accrued  on  said  sum  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  which  will  amount  to  the  sum  of 
$209,103,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  suitable  build- 
ings, the  inclosing  of  suitable  grounds,  and  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  instruments 
for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  established  by  this  act;  and  that  six  per  cent  interest 
on  the  said  trust  fund,  it  being  the  said  amount  of  $508,318,  received  into  the  United 
States  Treasury,  third  of  December,  1838,  payable,  in  half-yearly  payments,  on 
the  first  of  January  and  July  in  each  year,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 
ated for  the  perpetual  maintenance  and  support  of  said  institution:  Provided^  That 
the  books  to  be  purchased  for  said  institution  shall  consist  of  works  on  science  and 
the  arts,  especially  such  as  relate  to  the  ordinary  business  of  life,  and  to  the  various 
mechanical  and  other  improvements  and  discoveries  which  may  be  made. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  business  of  said  institution  shall  be  con- 
ducted by  a  board  of  managers,  to  consist  of  twelve,  no  two  of  whom  shall  be  citizens 
of  the  same  State  or  Territory;  that  the  persons  first  appointed  on  the  board  of 
managers  shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  first  Monday  of  July  next 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and,  when  met,  shall  divide  themselves,  by  lot,  into 
three  sections,  one  of  which  shall  serve  two  years,  one  four,  and  the  other  six  years; 
and  whenever  a  vacancy  occurs  in  said  board,  the  same  shall  be  filled  by  such  per- 
son as  may  be  appointed  by  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress;  that  all  those  who  may 
be  appointed  to  fill  vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  resignation,  or  removal  out  of  the 
United  States,  shall  serve  the  residue  of  the  term,  and  all  those  who  may  be 
appointed  to.  fill  vacancies  which  occur  by  lapse  of  time  shall  serve  for  the  term  of 
six  years;  that  after  said  board  shall  have  met  and  become  organized  by  appointing 
one  of  their  own  body  president  of  said  board,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  proceed  to 
select  a  suitable  site  for  such  building  as  may  be,  in  their  judgment,  necessary  for  the 
institution,  and  suitable  ground  for  horticultural  and  agricultural  experiments, 
which  ground  may  l)e  taken  and  appropriated  out  of  that  part  of  the  public  ground 
in  the  city  of  Washington  called  the  Mall,  lying  west  of  Seventh  street;  and  the 
ground  so  selected  shall  be  set  out  by  proper  metes  and  bounds,  and  a  description  of 
the  same  shall  be  made  and  recorded  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and 
signed  by  said  managers,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  be  convened  on  said  first  Mon- 
day of  July;  and  such  record,  or  a  copy  thereof,  certified  by  the  president  of  the 
board  of  managers,  shall  be  received  as  evidence  in  all  courts  of  the  extent  and 
boundaries  of  the  lands  appropriated  to  said  institution. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fnrtJier  enacted^  That  so  soon  as  the  board  of  managers  shall  have 
selected  the  site  for  the  buildings  of  the  institution,  they  shall  cause  to  l)e  erecte<l  a 
suitable  building,  of  plain  and  durable  materials  and  structure,  without  unnecessary 
ornament,  and  of  suflBcient  size,  and  with  suitable ,  rooms  or  halls  for  the  reception 
and  arrangement,  upon  a  liberal  scale,  of  objects  of  natural  history,  a  geological  and 
mineralogical  cabinet,  a  library,  a  chemical  laboratory,  and  a  lecture  room  or  rooms; 
and  the  said  board  shall  have  authority,  by  themselves,  or  by  a  committee  of  three 
of  their  members,  to  contract  for  the  completion  of  such  building  upon  such  plan  as 
may  be  directed  by  the  board  of  managers,  and  shall  take  sufficient  security  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the  building  and  finishing  the  same  according  to 
the  said  plan,  and  in  the  time  stipulated  in  such  contract:  Providedy  however,  That 
the  expense  of  said  building  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $80,000,  which  sum  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  that  purpose  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated;  and  the  board  of  managers  shall  also  cause  the  grounds  selected  for 
horticultural  and  agricultural  purposes  to  be  enclosed  and  secured,  and  a  suitable 
building  erected  to  preserve  such  plants  as  will  not  bear  exposure  to  the  weather  at 
all  seasons;  and  the  sum  of  $20,000  is  hereby  appropriated  for  such  building  and 
enclosure,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated; 
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and  so  soon  as  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  persons  employed 
in  said  institution,  the  said  board  of  managers  may  cause  to  be  erected  on  the  grounds 
of  the  institution  such  dwelling  houses  and  other  buildings,  of  plain  and  substantial 
workmanship  and  materials,  to  be  without  unnecessary  ornament,  as  may  be  wanted; 
Prcvidedy  however,  That  the  whole  expense  of  building  and  furnishing  as  many  such 
houses  as  may  be  required  shall  not  exceed  the  residue  of  said  interest  which  will 
have  accrued  on  the  first  day  of  July  next;  and  for  the  said  expenditure  the  said 
residue  of  said  interest,  amounting  to  the  smn  of  $78,604  is  hereby  appropriated,.pay* 
able  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated;  and  all  such 
contracts  as  may  be  made  by  said  board  of  managers  shall  be  deposited  with  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States;  and  all  questions  which  may  arise  between  the 
United  States  and  any  person  claiming  under  and  by  virtue  of  any  such  contract 
shall  be  heard  and  determined  by  said  board  of  managers,  and  such  determinatioii 
shall  be  final  and  conclusive  upon  all  parties;  and  all  claims  on  any  contract  made 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  allowed  and  certified  by  the  board  of  managers,  or  a  committee 
thereof,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  being  signed  by  the  president  of  the  board,  shall  be 
a  sufficient  voucher  for  settlement  and  payment  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
And  the  board  of  managers  shall  be  authorized  to  employ  such  persons  as  they  de«n 
necessary  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  building,  and  fitting  up  the  rooms  of  the 
institution. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  ii  further  enadedy  That  so  soon  as  buildings  shall  be  erected  for  their 
reception,  all  objects  of  natural  history  and  geological  and  mineralogical  specimens 
belonging  to  the  United  States  which  may  be  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  whoeeBO* 
ever  custody  the  same  may  be,  shall  be  delivered  to  such  persons  as  may  be  author- 
ized by  the  board  of  managers  to  receive  them,  and  shall  be  arranged  by  the  proper 
professor  in  such  order  and  so  classed  as  best  to  facilitate  the  examination  and  study 
of  them  in  the  building  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  erected  for  the  institution;  and  the 
managers  of  said  institution  shall  afterwards,  as  new  specmiens  in  natural  history, 
geology,  or  mineralogy,  may  be  obtained  for  the  museum  of  the  institution  hy 
exchanges  of  duplicate  specimens  belonging  to  the  institution  (which  they  are  heielqr 
authorized  to  make)  or  by  donations  which  they  may  receive,  cause  such  new  speci- 
mens to  be  also  appropriately  classed  and  arranged.  And  the  minerals,  bookSi 
manuscripts,  and  other  property  of  James  Smithson  which  have  been  received  hy 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  are  now  placed  in  the  Patent  Office,  shall 
be  removed  to  said  institution  and  shall  be  preserved  separate  and  apart  from  the 
other  property  of  the  institution. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  managers  of  said  institution  shall  appoint 
a  superintendent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  charge  of  the  ground,  buildings,  and  ■ 
property  belonging  to  the  institution,  and  carefully  preserve  the  same  from  injury; 
and  such  superintendent  shall  be  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  managers,  and  shaQy 
under  their  direction,  make  a  fair  and  accurate  record  of  all  their  proceedings,  to  be 
preserved  in  said  institution;  and  the  said  superintendent  shall  also  discharge  the 
duties  of  professor  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  and  rural  economy  in  said  institution, 
and  in  that  capacity  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  board  of  managers,  employ, 
from  time  to  time,  so  many  gardeners  and  other  laborers  as  may  be  necessary  to  cul- 
tivate the  ground  and  keep  in  repair  the  buildings  of  said  institution;  and  the  super* 
intendent  shall  receive  for  his  services  such  sum  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  board  ol 
managern,  to  be  paid  semiannually  on  the  first  day  of  January  and  July;  and  the 
said  superintendent  shall  be  removable  by  the  board  of  managers  whenever,  in  their 
judgment,  the  interest  of  the  institution  require  the  superintendent  to  be  changed. 

Sec.  6.  Arid  he  it  further  enacted,  That  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  man* 
agers  they  shall  fix  on  the  times  for  regular  meetings  of  the  board,  and  on  appli* 
cation  of  any  three  of  the  managers  to  the  superintendent  of  the  institution,  it 
shall  Ije  his  duty  to  apj)oint  a  time  for  a  si)ecial  meeting  of  the  board,  of  which  he 
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shall  give  notice  by  letter  to  each  of  the  members,  and  at  any  meeting  of  the  board 
of  managers  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business;  that  each  member  of  the 
board  of  managers  shall  be  paid  his  necessary  traveling  and  other  expenses  in  attend- 
ing meetings  of  the  board,  which  shall  be  audited,  allowed,  and  recorded  by  the 
superintendent  of  the  institution.  And  whenever  any  person  employed  by  the 
anthority  of  the  institution  shall  have  performed  service  entitling  him  to  compen- 
sation, whether  the'  same  shall  be  by  way  of  salary  payable  semiannually  or  wages 
for  labor,  or  whenever  money  is  due  from  said  institution  for  any  purpose  whatever, 
the  superintendent  shall  certify  to  the  president  of  the  board  that  such  compensation 
or  money  is  due,  whereupon  the  president  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  proper  officer 
of  the  Treasury  Department  for  payment 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted ^  That  the  board  of  managers  may  appoint  some' 
suitable  person  as  professor  of  natural  history,  a  professor  of  chemistry,  a  professor 
of  geology,  and  a  professor  of  astronomy,  with  such  other  professors  as  the  wants  of 
science  may  require.  They  shall  also  employ  able  men  to  lecture  in  the  institution 
upon  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  shall  fix  the  compensation  of  such  professors  and 
lecturers:  Provided,  That  no  professorship  shall  be  established  or  lecturer  employed 
to  treat  or  lecture  on  law,  physic,  or  divinity,  it  being  the  object  of  the  institution 
to  furnish  facilities  for  the  acquisition  of  such  branches  of  knowledge  as  are  not 
aught  in  the  various  universities. 

Sec.  8.  And  Ite  it  further  encuAed,  That  the  board  of  managers  shall  make  all  needful 
rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  Institution  and  the  persons 
employed  therein;  and,  in  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  professors  and  lecturers,  they 
shall  have  special  reference  to  the  introduction  and  illustration  of  subjects  connected 
with  the  productive  and  liberal  arts  of  life,  improvements  in  agriculture,  in  manu- 
factures, in  trades,  and  in  domestic  economy.  They  shall  direct  experiments  to  be 
made  by  the  professor  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  and  rural  economy  to  determine 
the  utility  and  advantage  of  new  modes  and  instruments  of  culture,  to  determine 
whether  new  fruits,  plants,  and  vegetables  may  be  cultivated  to  advantage  in  the 
United  States;  and  they  shall  direct  the  distribution  of  all  such  fruits,  plants,  seeds, 
and  vegetables  as  shall  be  found  useful  and  adapted  to  any  of  our  soils  and  climates, 
so  that  the  people  in  every  part  of  the  Union  may  enjoy  the  benefit  and  advantage 
of  the  experiments  made  by  the  institution.  They  shall  also  direct  the  professor  of 
chemistry  to  institute  a  chemical  analysis  of  soils  from  different  sections  of  the  United 
States,  to  make  experiments  on  the  various  modes  of  improving  and  enriching  the 
several  kinds  of  soil  found  within  the  United  States,  and  at  all  times  to  include  in 
his  course  of  lectures  the  subject  of  agricultural  chemistry.  They  shall  also  direct 
the  professor  of  natural  history  especially  to  refer  in  his  course  of  lectures  to  the 
history  and  habits  of  such  animals  as  are  useful,  or  such  animals  and  insects  as  are 
njurious,  including  the  best  means  of  taking  care  of  and  improving  the  one  and  of 
protecting  grain  and  other  products  from  the  other.  They  shall  also  direct  the  pro- 
fessor of  geology  to  include  in  his  course  of  lectures  practical  instructions  of  a  gen- 
eral character  to  aid  in  the  exploration  and  working  of  mines.  They  shall  also 
direct  tlie  professor  of  architecture  and  domestic  science  to  include  in  his  course  of 
lectures  practical  instructions  as  to  the  best  modes  and  materials  for  building,  accord- 
ing to  climate  and  location,  throughout  the  United  States,  from  the  simple  dwelling 
to  the  more  complicated  and  costly  structures  for  public  and  other  purposes;  also,  to 
institute  experiments  in  regard  to  the  best  mode  of  lighting,  heating,  and  ventilating 
buildings,  public  and  private,  and  to  determine  the  value  of  such  scientific  improver 
ments  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  made  in  the  same  or  in  any  other  important 
branch  of  domestic  economy.  They  shall  also  direct  the  professor  of  astronomy 
to  include  in  his  lectures  a  course  on  navigation,  including  the  use  of  nautical 
instruments.  And  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  said  managers,  at  their  discretion,  to 
cause  to  be  printed  and  published,  from  time  to  time,  works,  in  popular  form,  on  the 
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sciences  and  on  the  aid  they  bring  to  labor,  written  by  the  professors  of  the  institu- 
tion, or  by  other  persons  engaged  for  the  purpose:  Provided^  That  such  works  shall, 
at  all  times,  be  offered  for  sale  at  the  lowest  rates  that  will  repay  the  actual  expense 
of  publication:  And  provided^  That  such  works  shall,  before  publication,  be  submitted 
to  and  examined  by  the  board  of  managers,  or  a  committee  of  their  number.  And 
the  said  board  shall  also  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  admission  of  students 
into  the  various  departments  of  the  institution,  and  their  conduct  and  deportment 
while  they  remain  therein:  Providedy  That  all  instruction  in  said  institution  shall  be 
gratuitous  to  those  students  who  conform  to  such  rules  and  regulations. 

Sbc.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacUdy  That be  appointed  managers  of  the  said 

Smithsonian  Institution,  to  hold  their  offices  as  is  hereinbefore  provided. 

December  16,  1844 — Senate. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Tappan,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  reported 
bill  S.  18,  without  amendment. 
December  31,  1844 — Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.  Tappan  the  Senate  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  the  bill  S.  18,  and  various  verbal  amendments  offered 
by  him  were  adopted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Jabez  W.  Huntington  the  further  consideration 
was  postponed  to  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  fol- 
lowing. 

Mr.  R.  Choate  and  Mr.  B.  Tappan  offered  amendments,  which  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 
January  6,  1845 — Senate. 

Mr.  B.  Tappan  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas  Johnson  and  others, 
citizens  of  Huron  County,  Ohio,  praying  the  passage  of  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Eph.  H.  Foster,  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition  of  Gen. 
N.  V.  Knickerbocker  and  two  hundred  other  citizens  of  Steuben 
County,  New  York,  praying  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  establish  the 
Smithsonian  Institution;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

January  8,  1845 — Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  S.  18  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  RuFUS  Choate  said  he  was  sure  that,  whatever  opinion  might 
be  at  last  formed  on  this  bill,  its  principles  or  its  details,  all  would 
concur  in  expressing  thanks  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan] 
for  introducing  it.  We  shall  differ,  he  proceeded,  more  perhaps  than 
could  be  wished  or  than  can  be  reconciled  about  the  mode  of  adminis- 
tering this  noble  fund;  but  we  can  not  differ  about  our  duty  to  enter 
at  once  on  some  mode  of  administering  it.  A  large  sum  of  money  haa 
been  given  to  us,  to  hold  and  to  apply  in  trust,  ''for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  We  have  accepted  the  trust. 
"To  this  application  (such  is  the  language  of  our  act  of  the  1st  of 
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July,  1836) — to  this  application  of  the  money  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  pledged."  The  donor  is  in  his  grave.  There  is  no 
chancellor  to  compel  us  to  redeem  our  pledge,  and  there  needs  none. 
Our  own  sense  of  duty  to  the  dead,  and  the  living,  and  the  unborn  who 
shall  live — our  justice,  our  patriotism,  our  policy,  conmion  honesty, 
conmion  decorum,  urge  us,  and  are  enough  to  urge  us,  to  go  on,  with- 
out the  delay  of  an  hour,  to  appropriate  the  bounty  according  to  the 
form  of  the  gift.  I  thank  the  Senator,  therefore,  for  introducing  a 
bill  with  which,  to  my  own  knowledge,  he  has  taken  much — and,  so 
far  as  I  can  see  or  conceive — disinterested  pains,  and  which  affords  us 
an  opportunity  to  discharge  a  plain  duty,  perhaps  too  long  delayed. 

I  think,  too,  sir,  that  the  Senator  has,  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill, 
declared  the  true  fundamental  law  according  to  which  this  fund  ought 
to  be  permanently  administered.  He  lends  to  the  United  States  the 
whole  sum  of  $508,318  actually  received  out  of  the  English  chancery, 
from  the  3d  of  December,  1838,  when  it  was  received,  at  an  interest  of 
6  per  cent  per  annum.  He  leaves  the  sum  of  $209,103,  which  is  so 
much  of  the  interest  as  will  have  ac<;rued  on  the  Ist  day  of  July  next, 
to  be  applied  at  once  to  the  construction  of  buildings,  the  preparation 
of  grounds,  the  purchase  of  books,  instruments,  and  the  like;  and  then 
appropriates  the  interest,  and  the  interest  only,  of  the  original  prin- 
cipal sum  for  the  perpetual  maintenance  of  the  institution,  leaving  the 
principal  itself  unimpaired  forever.    This,  all,  is  exactly  as  it  should  be. 

But  when  you  examine  the  bill  a  little  further,  to  discern  what  it  is 
exactly  which  this  considerable  expenditure  of  money  is  to  accom- 
plish— when  you  look  to  see  how  and  how  much  it  is  going  "  to  increase 
and  diffuse  knowledge  among  men,"  I  am  afraid  that  we  shall  have 
reason  to  be  a  little  less  satisfied.  I  do  not  now  refer  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  board  of  management,  of  which,  let  me  say,  under  some 
important  modifications,  I  incline  to  approve,  although  on  that  I  reserve 
myself.  I  speak  of  what  the  fund,  however  managed,  is  to  be  made 
to  do.  The  bill  assumes,  as  it  ought,  to  apply  it  ''to  increase  and  dif- 
fuse knowledge  among  men."  Well,  how  does  it  accomplish  this 
object? 

It  proposes  to  do  so,  for  substance,  by  establishing  in  this  city  a 
school  or  college  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  its  pupils  in  the  appli- 
cation of  certain  physical  sciences  to  certain  arts  of  life.  The  plan,  if 
adopted,  founds  a  college  in  Washington  to  teach  the  scientific  princi- 
ples of  certain  useful  arts.  That  is  the  whole  of  it.  It  appoints,  on 
permanent  salaries,  a  professor  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  and  rui'al 
economy;  a  professor  of  natural  history;  a. professor  of  chemistry;  a 
professor  of  geology;  a  professor  of  astronomy;  a  professor  of  archi- 
tecture and  domestic  science,  together  with  a  fluctuating  force  of  occa- 
sional auxiliary  lecturers;  and  all  these  professors  and  lecturers  are 
enjoined  "to  have  special  reference,  in  all  their  illustrations  and  instruc- 
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tioD8,  to  the  productive  and  libeml  arts  of  life — to  improvements  in 
agriculture,  manufactures,  trades,  and  domestic  economy."  Thus,  the 
professor  of  chemistry  is  to  analyze  different  kinds  of  soils,  and  to 
learn  and  teach  how  to  enrich  them;  the  professor  of  natural  history 
is  to  deal  with  noxious  or  useful  animals  and  insects;  the  professor  of 
geology  is  to  illustrate  the  working  of  mines;  the  professor  of  astron- 
omy is  to  teach  navigation;  the  professor  of  architecture  and  domestic 
science  is  charged  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  building,  lighting, 
and  ventilating  all  manner  of  edifices,  and  the  professor  of  agriculture, 
horticulture,  and  domestic  economy  is  to  make  experiments  to  see  what 
exotics  will  grow,  and  what  will  not,  all  over  the  United  States.  And^ 
in  pursuance  of  the  same  theory  of  administration  of  the  fund,  it  is 
provided  that  not  a  book  is  to  be  purchased  for  the  institution  except 
''works  on  science  and  the  arts,  especially  such  as  relate  to  the  ordinary 
business  of  life,  and  to  the  various  mechanical  and  other  improvements 
and  discoveries  which  may  be  made." 

Now,  I  say  that  this  creates  a  college  or  school,  such  as  it  is,  on  the 
basis  of  a  somewhat  narrow  utilitarianism— to  be  sure,  erroneously  so 
called,  but  a  college  or  academical  institution.  Who  is  to  be  taught 
agriculture,  architecture,  domestic  science,  rural  economy,  and  navi- 
gation ?  Not  you,  Mr.  President,  I  suppose,  not  Congress,  not  the 
Government,  not  men  at  all.  Students,  pupils,  youths,  are  to  be 
brought  hither,  if  you  can  find  them;  "rules  and  regulations"  (so 
runs  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill)  are  to  be  made  "for  the  admission 
into  the  various  departments  of  the  institution,  and  their  conduct  and 
deportment  while  they  remain  therein,"  and  instruction  is  to  be  given 
them  by  professors  and  lecturers.  This  surely  is  a  school,  a  college, 
an  academical  institute  of  education,  such  as  it  is,  or  nothing. 

Well,  sir,  in  reviewing,  as  1  have  had  occasion  to  do,  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress  upon  this  subject  heretofore,  1  have  received  the 
impression  that  it  had  become  quite  your  settled  judgment — settled  on 
the  most  decisive  reasons — that  no  school,  college,  or  academical  estab- 
lishment should  be  constituted.  It  seems  that  in  the  session  of  1838  a 
joint  committee  of  the  two  branches  was  charged  with  this  delibera- 
tion. The  chairman  of  the  committee  from  this  body  was  Mr.  Kob- 
bins,  and  the  chairman  on  the  appointment  of  the  House  was  Mr* 
Adams;  both  of  them,  I  may  pause  to  say,  persons  of  the  most  pro- 
found and  elegant  acquisition;  both  of  them  of  that  happy,  rare  class 
who  ^'grow  old  still  learning."  The  two  committees  differed  on  this 
very  question  whether  a  school  or  college  should  be  established.  The 
opinion  of  the  committee  of  the  House  is  expressed  in  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  (No.  293  Senate)  which  they  desired  to  report,  and 
which  is  in  these  words: 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  part  of  the  said  Smithsonian  fund,  prin- 
cipal, or  interest  shall  be  applied  to  any  school,  college,  university,  institute  of  edu- 
ctition,  or  ecclesiastical  establishment. 
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That  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate  is  distinctly  enough  intimated 
in  the  beautiful  speech  with  which  Mr.  Robbins  introduced  the  subject, 
in  January,  1839.  1  find  it  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional 
Globe: 

I  could  wish,  if  all  were  agreed  in  it,  that  this  institution  should  make  one  of  a 
number  of  colleges,  to  constitute  a  university  to  be  established  here,  and  to  be 
endowed  in  a  manner  worthy  of  this  great  nation  and  their  immense  resources.  But, 
aa  opinions  are  divided  upon  this  subject — not,  I  should  hope,  as  to  the  great  desir- 
ableness of  such  an  establishment,  but  as  to  the  constitutional  competency  of  Con- 
gress to  undertake  it — I  will  not  embarrass  my  present  object  by  involving  it  with 
that  subject.  This,  as  an  independent  institution,  may  hereafter  be  made  a  part  of 
such  a  university,  should  one  be  established;  but  it  is  now  to  be  looked  at  only  as  an 
independent  institution. 

It  was  to  embody  and  execute  this  conception  that  Mr.  Robbins 
drew  the  Senate  bill  No.  292. 

Finding  themselves  unable  to  agree,  it  was  determined  that  each 
committee  should  report  both  of  these  bills  to  their  respective  Houses. 
On  the  25th  of  February,  1839,  the  bill  drawn  by  Mr.  Robbins  was 
taken  up  in  this  body,  and  after  an  animated  discussion  was  laid  on 
the  table  by  a  vote  of  20  to  15.  This  vote  is  regaixied,  I  perceive,  by 
Mr.  Adams,  in  his  subsequent  reports  of  1840  and  1842,  as  expressing 
the  judgment  of  the  Senate  against  the  establishment  of  such  academi- 
cal institute  of  learning.     He  says: 

It  is  then  to  be  considered  as  a  circumstance  propitious  to  the  final  disposal  of  this 
fund,  by  the  organization  of  an  institution  the  best  adapted  to  accomplish  the  design 
of  the  testator,  that  this  first  but  erroneous  impression  of  that  design — an  institute  of 
learning,  a  university,  upon  the  foundation  of  which  the  whole  fund  should  be  lav- 
ished, and  yet  prove  inadequate  to  its  purpose,  without  large  appropriations  of  pub- 
lic moneys  in  its  aid — should  have  been  presented  to  the  consideration  of  CJongress, 
referred  to  a  numerous  joint  committee  of  both  House?,  there  di8cusse<l,  reporte<i  for 
the  deliberation  of  both  Houses,  fully  debated  in  the  House  where  it  originate<l,and 
then  decisively  rejected. 

If  such  may  be  inferred  to  have  been  the  judgment  of  the  Senate,  it 
may  be  defended  on  the  most  decisive  reasons.  It  is  hardly  worth 
while  to  move  the  question  whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  apply  the 
fund  as  far  as  it  would  go  to  the  founding  of  a  great  university  deserv- 
ing of  the  name — a  national  university — in  which  all  the  branches 
of  a  thorough  education  should  be  taught;  which  should  till  the  space 
between  the  college  and  professional  schools  which  should  guide 
the  maturer  American  mind  to  the  highest  places  of  knowledge;  for 
such  should  be  the  functions  of  such  a  universitv.  It  is  not  worth 
while  to  move  this  question,  because  no  such  proposition  is  before  us. 
I  am  afraid,  with  Mr.  Adams,  that  to  found  such  a  university  would 
consume  the  whole  fund,  interest  and  principal,  almost  at  once,  and 
reduce  you  to  the  alternative  of  a  signal  failure,  or  of  occasional  and 
frequent  application  to  the  Government  for  aid  which  could  never 
be  granted.     But  the  Senator  from  Ohio  contemplates  no  such  thing. 
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He  constioicts  his  college  on  a  far  more  moderate  model;  and  of  this 
college  of  his  I  am  constrained  to  say  that  I  think  it  in  the  actual 
state  of  academical  education  wholly  unnecessary,  and  in  a  great 
degree  useless.  Why,  sir,  there  are  in  the  country  more  than  a 
hundred  colleges;  I  have  seen  them  estimated  at  one  hundred  and 
seventy-three.  These  are  distributed  all  over  the  United  States;  two 
are  in  this  District.  They  are  at  the  doors  of  the  people.  I  suspect 
that  every  one  of  them  has  a  professor  for  every  department  provided 
for  in  this  bill,  except  architecture  and  domestic  science,  and  agri- 
culture and  rural  economy.  In  every  one,  without  any  difficulty, 
that  special  attention  here  recommended,  to  the  application  of  science 
"to  the  ordinary  business  of  life,"  may  be,  if  it  is  not  now  secured,  if 
in  the  judgment  of  those  who  are  intrusted  with  their  management  it 
is  thought  expedient.  Why,  sir,  I  recollect  that  navigation  was 
taught  in  one  at  least  of  our  common  free  district  schools  of  Massa- 
chusetts thirty  years  ago.  I  can  not  concur  with  the  honorable  f  ramer 
of  the  bill,  therefore,  that  his  school  is  to  "furnish  facilities  for  the 
acquisition  of  such  branches  of  knowledge  as  are  not  taught  in  the 
various  universities."  It  will  do  no  such  thing.  It  will  injure  those 
universities,  rather,  if  it  has  any  effect,  by  withdrawing  from  them 
some  portion  of  the  patronage  for  which  they  are  all  struggling,  and 
of  which  so  few  get  a  full  meal. 

Such  a  school,  then,  I  think,  is  scarcely  now  necessary.  In  this 
it  would  be,  to  say  no  more,  very  far  from  generally  useful.  It 
would  hardly  appear  to  be  an  instrumentality  coming  up  to  the  sono- 
rous promise  of  "increasing  and  diffusmg  knowledge  among  men." 
Who  would  its  pupils  be?  Who  could  afford  to  come  all  the  way  to 
Washington  from  the  South,  West,  and  North  to  learn  architecture, 
navigation,  and  domestic  science?  Certainly  only  the  sons  of  the 
wealthy,  who  would  hardly  come,  if  they  could,  to  learn  any  suoh 
branch  of  homely  knowledge.  You  might  collect  some  few  students 
in  the  District  and  the  borders  of  the  adjacent  States;  but  for  any 
purpose  of  wide  utility  the  school  would  be  no  more  felt  than  so  much 
sunshine  on  the  poles.  Meantime  here  would  be  your  professors, 
their  salaries  running  on;  your  books,  and  apparatus,  and  edifices,  a 
show  of  things — a  pretty  energetic  diffusing  of  the  fund;  not  much 
diffusion  of  knowledge. 

I  shall  venture,  then,  to  move  to  strike  out  all  those  parts  of  the  bill 
which  indicate  the  particular  mode  in  which  the  bequest  is  to  be  applied 
to  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge.  I  except  the  provision  for 
experiments  in  seeds  and  plants,  on  which  I  will  say  a  word  hereafter. 
If  this  motion  prevails  the  whole  question  will  recur:  What  shall  we 
do  with  the  fund? 

It  has  seemed  to  me  that  there  are  two  applications  of  it  which  may 
just  now  meet  with  favor. 
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In  the  first  place,  to  begin  with  the  least  important,  1  adopt,  with 
some  modifications,  the  suggestion  in  the  bill  that  lectures  be  delivered 
in  this  city  for  two  or  three  months  during  every  session  of  Congress. 
These  lectures  should  be  delivered,  not  by  professors  permanently 
fixed  here,  upon  annual  salaries,  to  do  nothing  in  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, or  to  do  nothing  that  can  not  be  as  well  done  at  one  hundred  and 
fifty  other  places,  but  by  gentlemen  eminent  in  science  and  literature, 
holding  situations  elsewhere,  and  coming  hither  under  the  stimulations 
and  with  the  ambition  of  a  special  and  conspicuous  retainer.  They 
might  bo  professors  of  colleges,  men  of  letters,  persons  distinguished 
in  the  professions,  or  otherwise.  Names  will  occur  to  you  all  which  1 
need  not  mention;  and  their  lectures  should  be  adapted  to  their  audi- 
ences. Who  would  their  audiences  be?  Members  of  Congress  with 
their  families,  members  of  the  Government  with  theirs,  some  inhab- 
itants of  this  city,  some  few  strangers  who  occasionally  honor  us  with 
visits  of  curiosity  or  business.  They  would  be  public  men,  of  mature 
years  and  minds;  educated,  disciplined  to  some  degree,  of  liberal  curi- 
osity, and  appreciation  of  generous  and  various  knowledge.  Such 
would  be  the  audience.  The  lectures  should  be  framed  accordingly. 
I  do  not  think  they  should  be  confined  to  three  or  four  physical  sci- 
ences in  their  applications  to  the  arts  of  life — navigation,  useful  or 
hurtful  insects  and  animals,  the  ventilation  of  rooms,  or  the  smoking 
of  chimneys.  This  is  knowledge,  to  be  sure;  but  it  is  not  all  knowl- 
edge, nor  half  of  it,  nor  the  best  of  it.  Why  should  not  such  an  audi- 
ence hear  something  of  the  philosophy  of  history,  of  classical  and  of 
South  American  antiquities,  of  international  law,  of  the  grandeur  and 
decline  of  states,  of  the  progress  and  eras  of  freedom,  of  ethics,  of 
intellectual  philosophy,  of  art,  taste,  and  literature  in  its  most  com- 
prehensive and  noblest  forms?  Why  should  they  not  hear  such  lec- 
tures as  Sir  James  Mackintosh  delivered  when  a  young  man  to  audiences 
among  whom  were  Canning,  and  such  as  he?  Would  it  not  be  as 
instructive  to  hear  a  first-rate  scholar  and  thinker  demonstrate  out  of 
a  chapter  of  Greek  or  Italian  history  how  dreadful  a  thing  it  is  for  a 
cluster  of  young  and  fervid  democracies  to  dwell  side  by  side,  inde- 
pendent and  disunited,  as  it  would  to  hear  a  chemist  maintain  that  to 
raise  wheat  you  must  have  some  certain  proportion  of  lime  in  the  soil  ? 
But  the  subjects  of  lectures  would  of  course  be  adapted  to  time,  place, 
and  circumstances,  and  varied  with  them.  Whatever  they  should 
treat  of,  they  would  be  useful.  They  would  recreate  and  refresh 
and  instruct  you.  They  would  relieve  the  monotony  and  soften  the 
austerity  and  correct  all  the  influences  of  this  kind  of  public  service. 

But,  Mr.  President,  all  this  is  no  administration  of  the  fund;  all 
this  ought  to  cost  less  than  $5,000  a  year.  We  could  not  sustain  more 
than  one  lecture  in  a  week,  nor  that  for  more  than  three  months  of 
any  session.     Here  is  an  accumulated  interest  of  $200,000;  and  here 
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is  an  annual  interest  of  $30,000,  of  which  thus  far  I  iiave  provided  for 
an  expenditure  of  some  five  thousand  only.  What  will  you  do  with 
the  rest? 

It  is  easy  to  waste  this  money;  it  is  easy  to  squander  it  in  jobs,  sal- 
aries, quackeries;  it  is  easy,  even  under  the  forms  of  utility,  to  dis- 
perse and  dissipate  it  in  little  rills  and  drops,  imperceptible  to  all 
human  sense,  carrying  it  oS  by  an  insensible  and  ineflfeetual  evapora- 
tion. But,  sir,  I  take  it  that  we  all  earnestly  desire — I  am  sure  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  does  so — so  to  dispense  it  as  to  make  it  tell.  I  am 
sure  we  all  desire  to  see  it,  instead  of  being  carried  oS  invisibly  and 
wastefully,  embody  itself  in  some  form,  some  exponent  of  civiliza- 
tion, permanent,  palpable,  conspicuous,  useful.  And  to  this  end,  it  has 
seemed  to  me,  upon  the  most  mature  reflection,  that  we  can  not  do  a 
safer,  surer,  more  unexceptionable  thing  with  the  income,  or  with  a 
portion  of  the  income — perhaps  $20,000  a  year  for  a  few  years — ^than 
to  expend  it  in  accumulating  a  grand  and  noble  public  library;  one 
which,  for  variety,  extent,  and  wealth,  shall  be,  and  be  confessed  to  be, 
equal  to  any  now  in  the  world. 

I  say  for  a  few  years.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  twenty- 
five  years  are  $500,000;  and  $500,000  discreetly  expended,  not  by  a 
bibliomaniac,  but  by  a  man  of  sense  and  reading,  thoroughly  instructed 
in  bibliography,  would  go  far,  very  far,  toward  the  purchase  of 
nearly  as  good  a  library  as  Europe  can  boast.  I  mean  a  library  of 
printed  books,  as  distinct  from  manuscripts.  Of  course,  such  a  sum 
would  not  purchase  the  number  of  books  which  some  old  libraries  are 
reported  to  contain.  It  would  not  buy  the  700,000  of  the  Royal 
Library  at  Paris,  the  largest  in  the  world;  nor  the  500,000  or  600,000 
of  that  of  Munich,  the  largest  in  Germany;  nor  the  300,000,  400,000, 
or  500,000  of  those  of  Vienna  and  St.  Petersburg,  and  the  Vatican  at 
Rome,  and  Copenhagen,  and  the  Bodleian  at  Oxford.  But  mere  num- 
bers of  volumes  afford  a  very  imperfect  criterion  of  value.  Those  old 
libraries  have  been  so  long  in  collecting;  accident  and  donation,  which 
could  not  be  rejected,  have  contributed  so  much  to  them;  a  general  and 
indiscriminate  system  of  accumulation  gathers  up,  necessarily,  so  muoh 
trash;  there  are  so  many  duplicates  and  quadruplicates,  and  so  many 
books  and  editions  which  become  superseded,  that  mere  bulk  and  mere 
original  cost  must  not  terrify  us.  JPonderantur  non  nwnercmtur* 
Accordingly,  the  Library  of  the  University  at  Gottingen,  consisting 
of  perhaps  200,000  volumes,  but  well  chosen,  selected  for  the  most, 
part  within  a  century,  and  to  a  considerable  extent  by  a  single  great 
scholar  (Heyne),  is  perhaps  to-day  as  valuable  a  collection  of  printed 
books  as  any  in  the  world.  Toward  the  accumulation  of  such  a  library, 
the  expenditure  of  two-thirds  of  this  income  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
would  make,  let  me  say,  a  magnificent  advance.  And,  such  a  step 
taken,  we  should  never  leave  the  work  unfinished;  yet,  when  it  should 
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be  finished,  and  your  library  should  rival  anything  which  civilization 
has  ever  had  to  show,  there  would  still  be  the  whole  principal  of  your 
fund  unexpended,  yielding  its  income  forever,  for  new  and  varying 
applications  for  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge  in  the  world. 

[Mr.  Choate  here  read  a  letter  of  Professor  Torrey,  of  Burlington, 
showing  at  what  reduced  prices  valuable  books  may  now  be  purchased.] 

I  hesitate,  from  an  apprehension  of  being  accused  of  entering  too 
far  into  a  kind  of  dissertation  unsuited  to  this  assembly  of  men  of  busi- 
ness, to  suggest  and  press  one-half  the  considerations  which  satisfy 
my  mind  of  the  propriety  of  this  mode  of  expenditure.  Nobody  can 
doubt,  I  think,  that  it  comes  within  the  terms  and  spirit  of  the  trust. 
That  directs  us  to '  *•  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge  among  men. "  And 
do  not  the  judgments  of  all  the  wise,  does  not  the  experience  of  all 
enlightened  States,  does  not  the  whole  history  of  civilization  concur 
to  declare  that  a  various  and  ample  library  is  one  of  the  surest,  most 
constant,  most  permanent,  and  most  economical  instrumentalities  to 
increase  and  diffuse  knowledge?  There  it  would  be — durable  as  lib- 
erty, durable  as  the  Union;  a  vast  storehouse,  a  vast  treasury,  of  all 
the  facts  which  make  up  the  history  of  man  and  of  nature,  so  far  as 
that  history  has  been  written;  of  all  the  truths  which  the  inquiries 
and  experiences  of  all  the  races  and  ages  have  found  out;  of  all  the 
opinions  that  have  been  promulgated;  of  all  the  emotions,  images,  sen- 
timents, examples  of  all  the  richest  and  most  instructive  literatures: 
the  whole  past  speaking  to  the  present  and  the  future;  a  silent,  yet 
wise  and  eloquent  teacher;  dead,  yet  speaking — not  dead!  for  Milton 
has  told  us  that  a  ''good  book  is  not  absolutely  a  dead  thing — the 
precious  life-blood  rather  of  a  master  spirit;  a  seasoned  life  of  man 
embalmed  and  treasured  up  on  purpose  to  a  life  beyond  life."  Is  that 
not  an  admirable  instrumentality  to  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge 
among  men?  It  would  place  within  the  reach  of  our  mind,  of  our 
thinkei's,  and  investigators,  and  scholars,  all,  or  the  chief,  intellectual 
and  literary  materials,  and  food  and  instruments,  now  within  the 
reach  of  the  cultivated  foreign  mind,  and  the  effect  would  be  to 
increase  the  amount  of  individual  acquisition  and  multiply  the  number 
of  the  learned.  It  would  raise  the  standard  of  our  scholarship, 
improve  our  style  of  investigation,  and  communicate  an  impulse  to  our 
educated  and  to  the  general  mind.  There  is  no  library  now  in  this 
country,  I  suppose,  containing  over  50,000  volumes.  Many  there  are 
containing  less.  But,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  all  have  the  same 
works;  so  that  I  do  not  know  that  of  all  the  printed  books  in  the 
world  we  have  in  this  country  more  than  50,000  different  works. 
The  consequence  has  been  felt  and  lamented  by  all  our  authors  and  all 
our  scholars.  It  has  been  often  said  that  Gibbon's  history  could  not 
have  been  written  here  for  want  of  books.  I  suppose  that  Hallam's 
Middle  Ages  and  his  Introduction  to  the  Literature  of  Europe  could 
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not.  Irving's  Columbus  was  written  in  Spain.  Wheaton's  Northmen 
was  prepared  to  be  written  in  Copenhagen.  See  how  this  inadequate 
supply  operates.  An  American  mind  kindles  with  a  subject;  it  enters 
on  an  investigation  with  a  spirit  and  with  an  ability  worthy  of  the 
most  splendid  achievement;  goes  a  little  way,  finds  that  a  dozen  books, 
one  book,  perhaps,  is  indispensable,  which  can  not  be  found  this  side 
of  Gottingcn  or  Oxford.  It  tires  of  the  pursuit,  or  abandons  it  alto- 
gether, or  substitutes  some  shallow  conjecture  for  a  deep  and  accurate 
research,  and  there  an  end.  Let  me  refer  to  a  passage  or  two  of  the 
complaints  of  studious  men  on  this  subject: 

An  extensive  library,  answering  to  the  wants  of  literary  men  who  are  to  use  it,  is 
essential  to  the  public  and  effectual  promotion  of  learning.  In  this  country  the 
want  of  large  libraries  is  a  serious  discouragement  of  superior  attainments  and  accu- 
rate  researches  in  almost  every  walk  of  study.  The  time  necessary  for  reading  or. 
examining  a  particular  book  is  often  consumed  in  attempts  to  discover  or  obtain  it, 
and  frequently  after  every  effort  it  can  not  be  procured.  We  are  obliged  to  give 
over  our  inquiries  on  subjects  where  we  would  arrive  at  fullness  and  exactness  in 
our  knowledge  because  destitute  of  the  assistance  which  the  learned,  in  the  same 
track  of  study,  have  furnished,  or  to  continue  them  under  the  disadvantage  of  igno- 
rance respecting  what  has  been  done  by  others.  Thus  we  are  liable  to  be  occupied 
in  solving  difficulties  which  have  been  already  cleared,  discussing  questions  which 
have  been  already  decided,  and  digging  in  mines  of  literature  which  former  ages 
have  exhausted.  Everyone  who  has  been  in  the  way  of  pursuing  any  branch  of 
study  in  our  country  beyond  the  mere  elements,  or  the  polite  and  popular  literature 
of  the  time,  knows  how  soon  the  progress  is  often  arrested  for  want  of  books.  This 
is  not  the  case  merely  with  persons  of  moderate  means  who  are  unable  to  purchase 
a  library  of  their  own,  but  it  is  a  want  felt  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances. 

It  is  also  of  great  importance  that  the  library  of  a  university  should  not  only  be 
good,  but  very  good,  ample,  munificent,  a  deposit  of  the  world's  knowledge.  It  is 
a  grievous  thing  to  be  stopped  short  in  the  midst  of  an  inquiry  for  perhaps  the  very 
book  that  throws  most  light  upon  it;  and  the  progress  of  learning  must  be  small 
indeed  among  us  so  long  as  the  student  must  send  across  the  Atlantic  at  every  torn 
for  the  necessary  aids  to  his  pursuits.  It  is  not  with  us  as  it  is  in  Europe,  where 
very  many  libraries  exist  and  where  what  is  not  contained  in  one  may  be  found  in 
another,  and  the  learned  are  able  to  aid  each  other's  labors  by  furnishing  mutually, 
as  desired,  extracts  and  references  to  such  books  as  may  exist  at  one  place  and  fail  at 
another.  To  say  nothing  of  our  two  best  libraries  being  remote  from  each  other  and 
from  many  parts  of  the  country,  they  are  themselves,  of  course,  inadequate.  In 
making  one  tolerably  complete  department  expressly  chosen  for  that  and  entirely 
devoted  to  it  we  might  easily  comprise  the  amount  of  books  in  our  lai^gest  collection. 
When  it  is  added  that  the  libraries  mentioned  are  miscellaneous,  their  number  of 
books  small,  as  the  sum  total  is  scattered  over  all  the  parts  of  knowledge,  and  many 
introduced  by  separate  contributions  without  mutual  reference  to  each  other,  it  is 
obvious  that,  comparatively  speaking,  the  best  must  be  extremely  defective.  (North 
American  Review,  vol.  8,  p.  192. ) 

What  public  library  in  this  country  contains  the  materials  for  an  accurate  history 
of  any  one  department  of  S(!ience?  Take  even  the  most  limited,  or  rather  one  of  the 
most  recent  of  all,  the  science  of  political  economy.  Here  our  researches  are  con- 
fined to  one  definite  period.  We  have  no  dusty  archives  to  explore,  no  time- worn 
manuscripts  to  decipher.  The  origin  of  the  science  is  within  the  memory  of  our 
fathers,  and  we  ourselves  have  witnessed  its  sudden  growth  and  rapid  development. 
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Yet  how  much  is  to  be  done,  how  many  authoritiee  to  be  weighed,  how  many  dif- 
feient  treatises  to  be  analyzed  and  compared  before  we  can  venture  to  say,  Here  is 
the  history;  for  such  was  the  rise,  such  the  progress,  such  the  changes  of  opinions, 
such  the  received  and  such  the  rejected  theories  of  political  economy.  The  writers 
of  the  first  French  school,  of  the  Scotch  school  (and,  if  we  wish  for  Jhistory,  we 
most  go  beyond  the  publication  of  Adam  Smith's  great  work),  the  Italian,  the  new 
French,  and  the  new  English  schools,  all  have  not  merely  a  claim  upon  our  atten- 
tion, but  are  entitled  to  a  full  and  accurate  examination.  And  even  then  our  task 
would  be  incomplete,  for  literary  justice  would  require  us  to  trace,  through  the  works 
of  general  political  writers,  the  hints  and  remarks  which  have  contributed  to  the 
progress  of  the  branch  we  are  studying  by  the  discovery  of  truth  or  by  the  exposi- 
tion of  error.  If  such  be  the  obligation  of  the  student  whose  researches  are  con- 
fined to  a  subject  so  new,  what  must  be  the  necessities  of  the  historian  who  attempts 
to  throw  light  upon  those  periods  for  which  the  testimony  of  printed  authorities  is 
to  be  confronted  with  that  of  manuscripts  and  public  documents  and  where  igno- 
rance and  prejudice  have  combuied  with  the  more  powerful  incentives  of  interest  to 
perplex  his  path  by  contradictory  statements  and  conflicting  opinion^ 

Books  are  needed,  not  confined  to  any  single  branch,  but  embracing  the  whole 
range  of  science  and  of  literature,  which  shall  supply  the  means  of  every  species  of 
research  and  inquiry,  and  which,  placed  within  reach  of  all,  shall  leave  idleness  no 
excuse  for  the  lightness  of  its  labors,  and  poverty  no  obstacles  which  industry  may 
not  surmount. 

Whoever  reflects,  though  but  for  a  moment,  upon  the  numerous  branches  into 
which  modem  literature  runs,  and  remembers  that  the  literary  glory  of  a  nation  can 
only  be  secured  by  a  certain  degree  of  success  in  each  of  them — whoever  considers 
the  immense  mass  of  varied  materials,  without  which  no  historical  work  of  impor- 
tance can  be  composed,  or  the  extensive  learning  which  is  required  of  even  the  most 
gifted  genius  of  an  age  like  ours,  and  adds  to  these  considerations  the  general  and 
undeniable  fact  that  of  those  who  would  gladly  devote  themselves  to  literature,  but 
a  few  can  ever  hope  to  obtain  by  their  own  resources  the  command  of  the  works 
that  are  easmtial  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  their  studies,  will  be  ready  to 
acknowledge  that  we  have,  as  yet,  done  but  a  small  part  of  what  may  be  justly 
claimed  from  a  nation  which  aspires  to  the  first  rank  for  the  liberality,  and  polite- 
ness, and  high  moral  tone  of  its  civilization.  Late,  however,  as  we  are  to  begin, 
scarce  an3rthing  in  this  department  has  been  accomplished  in  Europe  which  might 
not  be  done  with  equal  success  in  America.  And  so  numerous  and  manifest  are  our 
advantages  in  some  important  particulars,  that  a  prompt  will  and  sound  judgment  in 
the  execution  of  it  might,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years,  render  the  American 
student  nearly  independent  of  those  vast  collections  which,  in  Europe,  have  required 
centuries  for  their  formation.  The  undertaking,  however,  in  order  to  be  successful, 
should  be  a  national  one.  Without  aligning  that  no  State  is  fully  equal  to  it,  or  that 
in  the  bounds  of  any  single  State  it  would  not  answer  the  same  purpose,  we  may  be 
permitted  to  say  that  the  enlargement  of  the  Library  of  Congress  upon  those  broad 
principles,  the  application  of  which  to  the  collection  of  books  has  become  a  difficult 
and  important  art,  would  refiect  an  honor  upon  the  country  equal  to  the  permanent 
advantages  which  it  would  seeing  to  every  member  of  the  community.  (North 
American  Review,  vol.  45,  p.  137.) 

Yet  these  writers  had  access  to  the  best  library  in  this  country. 

Now  there  are  very  many  among  us,  and  every  day  we  shall  have 

more,  who  would  feelingly  adopt  this  language.     Place  within  their 

reach  the  helps  that  guide  the  genius  and  labors  of  Germany  and 

England,  and  let  the  genius  and  labors  of  Germany  and  England  look 

H.  Doc.  732 19 
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to  themselves.  Our  learned  men  would  grow  more  learned  and  more 
able;  our  studies  deeper  and  wider;  our  mind  itself  exercised  and 
sharpened;  the  whole  culture  of  the  community  raised  and  enriched. 
This  is,  indeed,  to  increase  and  diiBfuse  knowledge  among  men. 

If  the  terms  of  the  trust  then  authorize  this  expenditure,  why  not 
inake  it?  Not  among  the  principal,  nor  yet  the  least  of  reasons  for 
doing  so  is  that  all  the  while  that  you  are  laying  out  your  money,  and 
when  you  have  laid  it  out,  you  have  the  money's  worth,  the  value 
received,  the  property  purchased,  on  hand  to  show  for  itself  and  to 
speak  for  itself.  Suppose  the  professors  provided  for  in  the  bill 
should  gather  a  little  circle  of  pupils,  each  of  whom  should  carry  off 
with  him  some  small  quotient  of  navigation,  or  horticulture,  or  rural 
economy,  and  the  fund  should  thus  glide  away  and  evaporate  in  such 
insensible,  inappreciable  appropriations,  how  little  there  would  be  to 
testify  of  it.  Whereas,  here  all  the  while  are  the  books;  here  is  the 
value;  here  is  the  visible  property;  here  is  the  oil,  and  here  is  the 
light.  There  is  something  to  point  to  if  you  should  be  asked  to 
account  for  it  unexpectedly,  and  something  to  point  to  if  a  traveler 
should  taunt  you  with  the  collections  which  he  has  seen  abroad  and 
which  gild  and  recommend  the  absolutisms  of  Vienna  or  St.  Petersburg. 

Another  reason,  not  of  the  strongest  to  be  sure,  for  this  mode  of 
expenditure  is  that  it  creates  so  few  jobs  and  sinecures;  so  little  sal- 
aried laziness.  There  is  no  room  for  abuses  in  it.  All  that  you  need 
is  a  plain,  spacious,  fireproof  building;  a  librarian  and  assistants;  an 
agent  to  buy  your  books,  and  a  fire  to  sit  by.  For  all  the  rest  he  who 
wants  to  read  goes  and  ministers  to  himself.  It  is  an  application  of 
money  that  almost  excludes  the  chances  of  abuses  altogether. 

But  the  decisive  argument  is,  after  all,  that  it  is  an  application  the 
most  exactly  adapted  to  the  actual  literary  and  scientific  wants  of  the 
States  and  the  country.  I  have  said  that  another  college  is  not  needed 
here,  because  there  are  enough  now;  and  another  might  do  harm  as 
much  as  good.  But  that  which  is  wanted  for  every  college,  for  the 
whole  country,  for  every  studious  person,  is  a  well-chosen  library 
somewhere  among  us  of  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  books. 
Where  is  such  a  one  to  be  collected?  How  is  it  to  be  done?  Who  is 
to  do  it?  Of  the  hundred  and  fifty  colleges  more  or  less  distributed 
over  the  country  one  has  a  library  of  perhaps  50,000  volumes;  others 
have  good  ones  though  less;  others  smaller,  and  smaller,  down  to 
scarcely  anything.  With  one  voice  they  unite,  teacher  and  pupil, 
with  every  scholar  and  thinker  in  proclaiming  the  want  of  more. 
But  where  arc  they  to  come  from  ?  No  State  is  likely  to  lay  a  tax  to 
create  a  college  library  or  a  city  library.  No  deathbed  gift  of  the 
rich  can  ))c  expected  to  do  it.  How  then  is  this  one  grand  want  of 
learning  to  be  relieved^  It  c«n  be  done  by  you,  and  by  you  only. 
By  a  providential  occurrence  it  is  not  only  placed  within  your  consti- 
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tutional  power,  but  it  has  become  your  duty;  you  have  pledged  your 
faith;  you  have  engaged  to  the  dead  and  living  that  without  the  charge 
of  one  dollar  on  the  people,  you,  you  will  meet  the  universal  and 
urgent  demand  by  the  precise  and  adequate  supply.  By  such  a  library 
as  you  can  collect  here  something  will  be  done,  much  will  be  done  to 
help  every  college,  every  school,  every  studious  man,  every  writer 
and  thinker  in  the  country  to  just  what  is  wanted  most.  Inquirers 
after  truth  may  come  here  and  search  for  it.  It  will  do  no  harm  at 
aU  to  pass  a  few  studious  weeks  among  these  scenes.  Having  pushed 
their  investigations  as  far  as  they  may  at  home  and  ascertained  just 
what  and  how  much  more  of  helps  the}"  require,  let  them  come  hither 
and  find  it.  Let  them  replenish  themselves  and  then  go  fmck  and 
make  distribution  among  their  pupils;  aye,  through  the  thousand 
channels  and  by  the  thousand  voices  of  the  press,  let  them  make 
distribution  among  the  people.     Let  it  be  so  that — 

Hither  as  to  their  fountains  other  stars 
Repairing,  in  their  golden  urns,  draw  light. 

I  have  no  objection  at  all — I  should  rejoice,  rather — to  see  the  liteiury 
representatives  of  an  instructed  people  come  hither,  not  merely  for 
the  larger  legislation  and  jurisprudence,  but  for  the  I'arer  and  higher 
knowledge.  I  am  quite  willing  not  only  that  our  ''Amphyctionic 
Council"  should  sit  here  but  that  it  should  find  itself  among  such 
scenes  and  influences  as  surrounded  that  old  renowned  assembly;  the 
fountain  of  purer  waters  than  those  of  Castalia;  the  temple  and  the 
oracle  of  our  Apollo!  It  will  do  good  to  have  your  educated  men  come 
to  Washington  for  what  has  heretofore  cost  voyages  to  Germany. 
They  will  be  of  all  the  parts  of  the  country.  They  will  become 
acquainted  with  each  other.  They  will  contract  friendships  and 
mutual  regards.  They  will  go  away  not  only  better  scholars  but 
better  Unionists.  Some  one  has  said  that  a  great  library  molds  all 
minds  into  one  republic.  It  might,  in  a  sense  of  which  he  little 
dreamed,  help  to  keep  ours  together. 

I  have  intimated,  Mr.  President,  a  doubt  whether  a  college  or  uni- 
versity of  any  description,  even  the  highest,  should  be  at  present 
established  here.  But  let  it  be  considered  by  the  enlightened  friends 
of  that  object,  if  such  there  are,  that  even  if  your  single  purpose  were 
to  create  such  a  university,  you  could  possibly  begin  in  no  way  so 
judiciously  as  by  collecting  a  great  library.  Useful  in  the  other 
modes  which  I  have  indicated,  to  a  university  it  is  everything.  It  is 
as  needful  as  the  soul  to  the  body.  While  you  are  doubting,  then, 
what  to  do,  what  you  will  have,  you  can  do  nothing  so  properly  as  to 
begin  to  be  accumulating  the  books  which  you  will  require  on  what- 
ever permanent  plan  of  application  you  at  last  determine. 
,    I  do  not  expect  to  hear  it  said  in  this  assembly  that  this  expenditure 
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for  a  library  will  benefit  a  few  only,  not  the  mass;  that  it  is  exclusive 
and  of  the  nature  of  monopoly.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  this  fund 
is  a  gift;  that  we  take  it  just  as  it  is  given,  and  that  by  its  terms  it 
must  be  disbursed  here.  Any  possible  administration  of  it,  therefore, 
is  exposed  to  the  cavil  that  all  can  not  directly  and  literally  and 
equally  partake  of  it.  How  many  and  of  what  classes  of  youth,  from 
Louisiana  or  Illinois  or  New  England,  for  example,  can  attend  the 
lectures  of  your  professor  of  astronomy  'i  But  I  say  it  is  a  positive 
and  important  argument  for  the  mode  of  application  which  I  urge, 
that  it  is  so  diffusive.  Think  of  the  large  absolute  numbers  of  thoae 
who,  in  the  succession  of  years,  will  come  and  partake  directly  of  these 
stores  of  truth  and  knowledge  I  Think  of  the  numbers  without  num- 
ber who  through  them,  who  by  them  indirectly,  will  partake  of  the 
same  stores  I  Studious  men  will  come  to  learn  to  speak  and  write  to 
and  for  the  growing  millions  of  a  generally  educated  conununity. 
They  will  learn  that  they  may  communicate.  They  can  not  hoard  if 
they  would,  and  they  would  not  if  they  could.  They  take  in  trust  to 
distribute,  and  every  motive  of  ambition,  of  interest,  of  duty,  will 
compel  them  to  distribute.  They  buy  in  gross  to  sell  by  retaiL 
The  lights  which  they  kindle  here  will  not  be  set  under  a  bushel,  but 
will  bum  on  a  thousand  hills.  No,  sir;  a  rich  and  public  library  is  no 
antirepublican  monopoly.  Who  was  the  old  Egyptian  king  that 
inscribed  on  his  libraiy  the  words,  ''The  dispensary  of  the  soul!** 
You  might  quite  as  well  inscribe  on  it,  "Armory,  and  light,  and  foun- 
tain of  liberty!" 

It  may  possibly  be  inquired  what  account  I  make  of  the  Library  of 
Congress.  I  answer  that  I  think  it  already  quite  good,  and  improv- 
ing; but  that  its  existence  constitutes  no  sort  of  argument  against  the 
formation  of  such  a  one  as  I  reconmiend.  In  the  theory  of  it  that 
library  is  collected  merely  to  furnish  Congress  and  the  Government 
with  the  means  of  doing  their  official  business.  In  its  theory  it  must 
be,  in  some  sort,  a  professional  library;  and  the  expenditure  we  now 
make — 15,000  in  a  year,  or,  as  last  year,  J2,500 — can  never  carry  it  up 
to  the  rank  and  enable  it  to  fulfill  the  functions  of  a  truly  great 
and  general  public  library  of  science,  literature,  and  art.  The  value  of 
books  which  could  be  added  under  the  appropriations  of  the  last  year 
can  not  greatly  exceed  $2,200.  Doubtless,  however,  in  the  course  of 
fonning  the  two  it  would  be  expedient  and  inevitable  to  procure  to  a 
great  extent  different  books  for  each. 

I  do  not  think,  Mr.  President,  that  I  am  more  inclined  than  another 
to  covet  enviously  anything  which  the  older  civilization  of  Europe 
possesses  which  we  do  not.  I  do  not  suppose  that  I  desire  any  more 
than  you,  or  than  any  of  you,  to  introduce  here  those  vast  inequali- 
ties of  fortune,  that  elaborate  luxury,  that  fan  tastier  and  extreme 
refinement.     But  I  acknowledge  a  pang  of  envy  and  grief  that  there 
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should  be  one  drop  or  one  morsel  more  of  the  bread  or  water  of  intel- 
lectual life  tasted  by  the  European  than  by  the  American  mind.  Why 
should  not  the  soul  of  this  country  eat  as  good  food  and  as  much  of 
it  as  the  soul  of  Europe?  Why  should  a  German  or  an  Englishman 
sit  down  to  a  repast  of  500,000  books,  and  an  American  scholar,  who 
loves  truth  as  well  as  he,  be  put  on  something  less  than  half  allowance? 
Can  we  not  trust  ourselves  with  so  much  of  so  good  a  thing?  Will 
our  digestion  be  impaired  by  it?  Are  we  afraid  that  the  stimulated 
and  fervid  faculties  of  this  young  nation  will  be  oppressed  and  over- 
laid? Because  we  have  liberty  which  other  nations  have  not,  shall  we 
reject  the  knowledge  which  they  have  and  which  we  have  not?  Or 
will  you  not  rather  say  that  because  we  are  free,  therefore  will  we 
add  to  our  freedom  that  deep  learning  and  that  diffused  culture  which 
are  its  grace  and  its  defense? 

He  concluded  by  moving  the  following  amendment: 

Strike  out  the  eighth  section  and  insert: 

8bc.  8.  And  whereas  an  ample  and  well-selected  public  library  constttatee  one  of 
the  permanent,  constant,  and  effectual  means  of  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge 
among  men:  Therefore, 

Be  it  further  eruicted,  That  a  sum  not  less  than  $20,000  be  annually  expended,  of 
the  interest  of  the  fund  aforesaid,  in  the  purchase  of  books  and  manuscripts  for  the 
formation  of  a  library  of  the  institution  aforesaid,  which,  for  its  extent,  variety,  and 
value,  shall  be  worthy  of  the  donor  of  the  said  fund,  and  of  this  nation,  and  of  the  age. 

Mr.  Benj.  Taffan  next  addressed  the  Senate,  but  in  so  low  a  tone 
of  voice  that  only  detached  sentences  of  his  remarks  could  be  beard 
in  the  gallery.  He  was  understood  to  argue  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  striking  out  the  eighth  section,  or  materially  altering  the  bill, 
as  it  was  not  incompatible  with  its  provisions  to  ingraft  upon  it  a 
modification  of  the  proposition  submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts. If  a  library  on  a  liberal  scale,  such  as  the  Senator  desired, 
was  deemed  proper,  it  would  be  only  necessary  to  add  a  section  to 
that  effect  to  the  bill,  striking  out  so  much  of  the  first  section  as  relates 
to  the  same  subject.  But  he  did  not  concur  with  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  that  a  vast  and  costly  miscellaneous  library  would  meet 
the  objects  contemplated  by  the  donor  with  this  munificent  fund.  In 
addition  to  the  general  terms  of  his  expressed  will,  that  this  fund 
should  be  applied  to  the  "increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men,"  it  was  proper  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  he  himself 
conceived  this  was  best  to  be  accomplished;  and  in  this  inquiry  what- 
ever instruction  could  be  gleaned  from  his  own  habits  and  pursuits 
should  not  be  disregarded,  in  the  absence  of  other  lights.  Mr.  Smith- 
son  was  an  eminent  practical  philosopher,  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  practical  sciences — such  as  chemistry,  mineralogy,  geology,  and 
natural  history — to  the  minute  study  of  which  he  mainly  devoted  his 
life.     His  favorite  resort  was  the  Jardin  des  Plantes  at  Paris,  an  insti- 
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tution  in  which  he  found  congregated  ail  the  elements  furnished  by 
art,  nature,  and  science,  for  pursuits  congenial  to  his  own  mind. 
There  could  be  little  doubt  that  in  making  this  bequest  to  the  United 
States  he  had  in  view  the  establishment  of  some  such  institution  as 
the  Jardin  des  Plantes  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  On  this  reason- 
able supposition  the  present  bill  was  framed;  and  to  show  that  it  con- 
formed closely  to  that  design  he  requested  a  description  of  that  insti- 
tution, which  he  sent  to  the  table,  would  be  read. 

The  description  was  accordingly  read,  but  being  imperfectly  heard 
the  substance  only  is  here  given: 

Jardin  Royal  des  Plardea  ou  Jardin  du  Roi, — This  institution  owes  its  origin  to  Guy 
de  la  Broese,  physician  to  Louis  XIII.  Richelieu,  Sequier,  and  Bullion,  intendants 
of  finance,  enabled  him  to  found  a  botanic  garden,  and  to  lay  down  the  plan,  which 
his  successors  carried  to  perfection.  This  germ  grew  to  maturity  during  the  reigns 
of  Louis  XIV  and  XV,  and  the  other  departments  owed  their  excellence  of  arrange- 
ment to  the  celebrated  Buffon  during  his  superintendence.  His  studies  embraced 
all  nature,  and  he  collected  his  materials  from  every  portion  of  the  globe.  Since 
his  time,  Dauberton  completed  the  whole  plan,  and  raised  the  establishment  to  the 
highest  degree  of  perfection. 

Distinguished  professors  exercise  their  talents  in  gratuitous  lectures  on  mineralogy, 
S^o^ogy,  general  chemistry,  botany,  agriculture,  natural  history,  the  anatomy  of  man 
and  animals,  and  iconography. 

The  building  contains  a  copious  library  of  works  of  natural  history,  fine  collec- 
tions of  preserved  animal  specimens,  vegetables,  minerals,  complete  herbaries,  draw- 
ings of  extraordinary  merit,  and  a  garden  judiciously  and  tastefully  laid  out,  in  which 
is  combined  the  cultivation  of  indigenous  productions  with  that  of  exotic  plants. 
The  productions  of  every  region  of  the  globe  are  preserved  in  extensive  hothousee. 
There  is  a  menagerie,  a  superb  botanical  garden,  a  splendid  amphitheater  forlecturee^ 
and  spacious  cabinet  of  curiosities.    Everything  is  open  to  the  public  gratuitously. 

Mr.  Tafpan  in  continuation  expatiated  at  considerable  length  upon 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  in  proof  that  its  provisions  were  calculated 
to  meet  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  the  donor  of  the  munificent  fund 
now  the  object  of  consideration.  He  doubted  the  utility  of  such  an 
extensive  and  costly  library  as  had  been  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts;  he  doubted  the  possibility  of  laying  out  usefully  and 
advantageously  $20,000  a  year — or  even  more  than  ^,000  or  ^,000 
a  year — in  the  purchase  of  books.  It  would  be  impossible  to  make 
such  a  vast  collection  of  books  as  $600,000  would  purchase  without 
including  cart  loads,  nay  ship  loads,  of  trash,  not  worth  in  reality 
the  cost  of  transport.  There  was  the  library  of  Congress,  to  the 
increase  of  which  $5,000  was  annually  appropriated,  and  it  was  well 
known  that  this  sum  enabled  the  committee  to  procure  every  thing  com- 
ing out  in  print  worth  procuring.  Yet  in  this  library,  small  in  com- 
parison to  any  of  those  foreign  libraries  alluded  to  by  the  Senator,  he 
protested  there  was  more  than  half  the  books  that  he  would  not  take 
a  gift  of  for  the  cost  of  transportation  to  Ohio.  In  conclusion  he  saw 
no  necessity  for  striking  out  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill.  If  the 
Senate  approved  of  a  more  libeml  provision  for  the  library  an  addi- 
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tional  section  could  be  put  after  the  eighth  section,  and  the  necessary 
alteration  could  be  made  in  the  first  section. 

Mr.  Levi  Woodbuky  did  not  rise  for  any  purpose  of  opposition, 
but  to  suggest  a  course  that  would  probably  result  in  harmonizing  the 
propositions  of  the  Senators  from  Ohio  and  Massachusetts.  He  thought 
if  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library  it  would 
receive  more  attention  than  it  was  possible  to  bestow  upon  it  when 
there  before,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  some  of  its  members; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  providing  for  the  establishment 
of  a  complete  library  on  a  liberal  scale — he  would  not  say  to  the  extent 
of  purchases  amounting  annually  to  twenty  thousand,  fifteen  thousand, 
or  ten  thousand  dollars,  but  to  an  extent  commensurate  with  the  wants 
of  science  and  the  arts  in  this  country  at  present,  to  be  hereafter 
enlarged  as  might  be  found  necessary.  He  should  be  sorry  to  see  the 
eighth  section  of  the  bill  stricken  out,  for  he  thought  there  were 
important  provisions  in  it  which  ought  to  be  retained.  The  professors 
and  everything  going  to  the  principle  of  having  a  college  or  school 
connected  with  the  institution,  should  be  dispensed  with,  but  the  plan 
of  employing  eminent  lecturers  should  be  retained.  These  lecturers 
could  very  well  perform  all  the  experiments  required  by  the  bill  of 
professors.  If  lecturers  of  great  attainments,  even  from  Europe,  were 
deemed  necessary,  they  could  be  procured  and  paid  libei'ally.  The 
donor  of  this  fund  was  too  well  informed  not  to  know  that  in  this 
country  the  most  ample  provisions  in  school  lands  had  been  made  for 
elementary  education,  and  that  this  fund  was  at  least  equal  to  a  stock 
yielding  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  annually  for  purposes  of  educa- 
tion. His  intention  doubtless  was  to  devote  his  bequest  to  that 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men  which  was  not  to  be 
attained  at  existing  institutions  of  learning  in  this  country;  and  it  was 
obvious  this  intention  could  be  best  ac<;omplished  by  a  harmonious 
blending  of  the  propositions  of  the  two  Senators,  properly  modified. 
There  was,  however,  one  part  of  the  plan  he  strongly  objected  to  as 
unnecessary;  it  was  that  relating  to  the  establishment  of  a  salaried 
board  of  managers.  The  whole  thing  of  balloting  in  Congress  for  this 
board  of  managers  was  objectionable  and  would  lead  to  loss  of  time 
and  other  inconveniences;  besides,  the  persons  so  chosen  might  be  the 
most  unfit.  There  was  no  occasion  whatever  for  that  description  of 
management.  A  National  Institute  was  already  in  existence  in  the 
capital  of  the  Government,  crea,ted  by  Congress,  and  the  objects  of 
which  were  peculiarly  appropriate  to  those  of  the  trust  now  under 
consideration.  The  officers  of  this  institute  are  the  ex  officio  officers  of 
the  Government  it<5elf ,  the  scientific  residents  of  the  city,  and  the  most 
eminent  professors  of  many  of  the  learned  institutions  of  the  countr3\ 
These  are  all  gentlemen  of  high  attainments  and  character,  to  whom 
the  pursuit  of  knowledge  and  its  diffusion  are  labors  of  love,  for  which 
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they  seek  no  pecuniary  reward.  To  that  institute  this  trust  should  be 
confided.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  in  remodeling  the  bill  the  com- 
mittee would  allow  this  matter  its  due  weight  and  consideration. 

Mr.  Tappan  saw  no  necessity  for  recommitting  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library  or  any  other  conunittee.  The  Senate  could., 
without  striking  out  the  eighth  section,  amend  it  and  incorporate  such 
modification  as  might  approve  of  the  proposition  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce  suggested  the  propriety  of  postponing  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  the  following  day,  by  which  time  gentle- 
men might  make  up  their  minds  as  to  the  necessity  of  remodeling  the 
bill. 

January  9,  1845 — Senate. 

The  unfinished  business  from  January  8  was  the  bill  providing  for 
the  establishment  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  consideration  of 
which  was  accordingly  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  B.  Tappan  inquired  what  was  the  pending  motion. 

The  Chair  said  it  was  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Levi  Woodbury  said  that,  in  compliance  with  the  desire  of  the 
Senators  who  took  part  in  the  discussion  of  yesterday,  he  would  for 
the  present  withdraw  his  motion  to  recommit. 

Mr.  R.  Choate  also  withdrew  his  motion  of  amendment,  pending 
at  the  time  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  moved  to  reoommit 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Choate  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso  in  the  first  sectioii 
of  the  bill,  which  runs  thus: 

Provided,  That  the  books  to  be  purchased  for  said  Institution  shall  consist  of  wories 
on  science  and  the  arts,  especially  such  as  relate  to  the  ordinary  business  of  life,  and 
to  the  various  mechanical  and  other  improvements  and  discoveries  which  may  be 
made. 

His  object  was  to  avoid  a  premature  decision  on  the  point  at  issue 
as  to  the  plan  of  a  general  library,  or  a  special  one  limited  to  works 
on  physical  science.  By  striking  out  the  proviso  the  Senate  would 
not  conmiit  itself,  the  question  as  to  the  nature  of  the  library  being 
reserved  for  amendment  to  another  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tappan  considered  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  proviso  must 
produce  a  test  vote  on  the  very  point,  and  if  that  test  was  desired  it 
might  as  well  be  taken  on  it  as  on  any  other  amendment. 

He  argued  that  a  libitiry  limited  to  the  works  on  sciences  and  the 
arts,  specified  in  the  proviso,  would  be  the  only  suitable  and  appro- 
priate library  for  the  Institution.  There  was  no  necessity  for  another 
general  library  in  the  city  of  Washington,  where  the  Government  had 
already  the  Library  of  Congress,  the  libraries  of  the  State,  War,  Navy, 
and  other  public  departments,  annually  augmented  by  means  of  large 
appiX)priations. 
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Mr.  Woodbury,  l)ef(>re  the  <iue8tion  of  Htriking  out  the  proviso 
wa«  taken,  wished  to  offer  an  amendment  which  might  render  it  more 
acceptable.  He  moved  the  substitute  for  the  words  '' consist  of"  the 
words  ''among  others,  include;"'  which  would  take  away  the  impera- 
tive injunction  to  purchase  none  but  books  on  si*ience  and  the  arts. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Crittendkx  was  alx)ut  to  suggest  some  such  modification. 
He  thought  the  proviso  might  Ix^  modified  so  as  to  read,  "That  in  the 
purchase  of  books  it  shall  be  a  principal  object  to  obtain  works," 
etc.,  following  on  with  the  words  of  the  original. 

Mr.  Tappan  said  the  Senator's  object  would  be  attained  by  substi- 
tuting for  the  words  '* consist  of"  the  words  "principally  be." 

Mr.  Crittenden  said  that  would  not  exactly  convey  his  idea. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce  prefeiTcd  striking  out  the  proviso  altogether. 
If  he  understood  the  obje<»t  aimed  at  by  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, it  was  to  make  the  interest  of  this  munificent  bequest  accomplish 
the  injunction  of  the  donor,  by  such  an  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men  as  a  complete  national  library,  worthy  of  him  and 
this  country,  would  undoubtedly  insure.  The  Library  of  Congress, 
though  no  larger  than  the  private  collections  of  many  private  gentle- 
men in  Europe,  had  \yeen  thirty  years  collecting,  and  now  numbered 
only  40,000  volumes.  The  library  of  the  British  Museum  consists  of 
200,000  volumes;  yet,  by  a  recent  report,  it  appears  that  £100,000 
is  required  to  render  it  complete.  The  libraries  of  the  Government, 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  are  indispensable  to  the  depart- 
ments, as  is  that  of  Congress  to  the  Capitol;  they  can  not,  with  due 
regard  to  the  interests  of  national  legislation,  be  transferred  for  pub- 
lic use  as  a  national  library.  By  carrying  out  the  suggestion  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  a  great  national  library,  worthy  of  the 
country  and  the  donor  of  this  fund,  may  be  established. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Woodbury's  amendment,  and  it  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Crittenden  now  moved  his  amendment  (before  stated). 

Mr.  CiiOATK  thought  it  equally  objectionable;  its  tendency  would  be 
to  prompt  the  managers  to  the  selection  alone  of  the  description  of 
works  in  some  measure  prescribed.  He  would  infinitely  prefer  the 
postponement  of  this  question  of  limitation  till  an  amendment  to  the 
eighth  section,  which  he  had  in  view,  should  come  up.  He  hoped 
the  simple  motion  to  strike  out  the  proviso  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Crittenden  withdrew  his  motion. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Tappan  in  favor  of  retainin^^  the 
proviso. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Choate  and  the  proviso 
was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Choate  now  moved  to  insert  in  the  fifth  section,  which  enunier- 
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ates  the  duties  of  the  superintendent,  .so  much  of  the  succeeding  sec- 
tions as  the  following  words  contain: 

And  he  (the  Buperintendent)  shall  make  experiments  to  determine  the  utility  and 
advantage  of  new  modes  and  instraments  of  culture;  to  determine  whether  new  fmits, 
plants,  and  vegetables  may  be  cultivated  to  advantage  in  the  United  States;  and  all 
such  fruits,  plants,  seeds,  and  vegetables  as  shall  l)e  found  useful  and  adapted  to  any 
of  our  soils  and  climate  shall  be  distributed  among  the  people  of  the  Union. 

This  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  so  far  as 
regarded  the  professor  of  agriculture  and  horticulture.  It  was  his 
design  to  move  afterwards  to  strike  out  the  seventh  section,  which 
provides  for  a  corps  of  professors,  and  to  offer  a  substitute. 

Mr.  Tappan  thought  there  were  other  professors  equally  indispen- 
sable— such  as  one  on  chemistry  and  one  on  astronomy.  If  a  professor 
of  astronomy  were  attached  to  the  Institution,  the  observatory  could 
be  confided  to  its  care,  and  the  very  valuable  instruments  it  contains 
would  afford  facilities  for  the  study  of  that  branch  of  science  at  the 
capital  not  to  be  obtained  elsewhere  in  the  Union.  Chemistry  was 
also  intimately  connected  with  the  objects  of  the  Institution. 

Mr.  Choate  said  discussion  on  these  points  would  come  up  on  a 
future  motion  he  should  make. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  the  amendment  adopted. 

Mr.  Choate  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  seventh  section  and  to 
insert  in  lieu  of  it  the  following: 

Sbc.  7.  Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert:  **That  the  board  of  man- 
agers shall  employ  competent  persons  to  deliver  lectures,  or  courses  of  lectureBi  in 
the  Institution  upon  literature,  science,  and  art,  and  the  application  of  science  and 
art,  during  the  sessions  of  Congress;  to  make  regulations  respecting  attendance 
thereon;  to  fix  the  rates  of  compensation  therefor;  and  to  prescril>e  from  time  to 
time  the  subjects  of  such  lectures,  having  regard  to  the  character  of  the  audience 
before  whom  they  are  delivered  and  the  intent  of  the  donor — that  is  to  say,  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men/' 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Choate  next  moved  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section  and  to 
substitute  the  following: 

Sac.  8.  And  whereas  an  ample  and  well-selected  public  library  constitutes  one  of 
the  most  permanent,  constant,  and  effectual  means  of  increasing  and  diffusing 
knowledge  among  men:  Therefore, 

Be  it  further  enacted^  That  an  annual  expenditure  be  made  from  the  interest  of  the 
fund  aforesaid,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  managers,  on  the  purchase  of  books  and 
manuscripts  for  the  formation  of  a  library  of  the  institution  aforesaid,  which,  for  its 
extent,  variety,  and  value  shall  be  worthy  of  the  donor  of  the  said  fund  and  of  this 
nation  and  of  the  age. 

Mr.  Crittenden  moved  to  add  to  it  a  proviso  that  in  the  purchase 
of  books  for  said  institution  it  should  be  regarded  as  a  principal 
object  to  purchase  works  on  science  and  the  arts,  especially  such  as 
relate  to  the  ordinary  business  of  life  and  to  the  various  mechanical 
and  other  improvements  and  discoveries  which  may  be  made. 
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Mr.  Choate  argued  that  this  limitation  was  not  only  unnecessary, 
but  would  most  certainly  prove  injurious.  It  was  unnecessary  because 
no  national  library  such  as  he  contemplated  and  such  as  he  hoped  the 
Senate  would  authorize  could  be  made  complete  without  every  one  of 
the  works  on  science  and  the  arts  which  the  Senators  for  Ohio  and 
Kentucky  could  possibly  desire.  The  proviso  would  operate  injuri- 
ously by  raising  a  constitutional  question  of  disputation  among  the 
managers  as  to  the  quantity  of  money  to  be  applied  to  this  special 
diescription  of  books  and  to  general  literature.  If  it  was  stated  that 
out  of  a  given  sum  two-thirds  should  be  devoted  to  these  books  and 
one-third  to  •  other  books,  they  could  easily  agree,  but  indefinitely 
directing  a  preference  would  be  to  limit  exceedingly  in  eflfect  the  por- 
tion to  be  devoted  to  works  of  general  literature. 
.  This  point  was  debated  at  great  length  by  Mr.  Crittenden,  Mr.  Choate, 
and  Mr.  Woodbury,  Mr.  Choate  being  opposed  to  any  proviso  and  Mr. 
Crittenden  and  Mr.  Woodbury  in  favor  of  one  sufficiently  explanatory 
to  show  a  preference  for  the  works  indicated  without  putting  an  undue 
restriction  on  the  purchase  of  all  other  books  suitable  to  a  general 
Kbrary. 

Mr.  W.  C.  RrvES  said  he  should  feel  very  great  repugnance  to  any 
provision  in  this  bill  which  should  assume  to  recognize  any  important 
distinction  between  the  different  branches  of  human  knowledge.  The 
general  object  of  this  bequest — of  which  we  are  constituted  the  trus- 
tee— is  described  to  be  the  "  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men."  Now,  if  we  were  to  have  a  library  at  all  to  carry  out  this  great 
object,  it  really  seemed  to  him  that  that  library  ought  to  be  coexten- 
sive with  the  limits  of  human  knowledge.  Some  of  his  honorable 
friends  on  both  sides  of  the  House  had  dropped  observations  in  the 
coarse  of  this  debate — and  he  had  heard  them  with  surprise — which 
would  seem  to  imply  that  moral  science  is  not  knowledge  and  that 
nothing  but  what  are  regarded  as  the  natural  sciences — astronomy, 
mathematics,  and  others  of  that  class — is  knowledge.  The  great  field 
of  modern  inquiry  relating  to  the  moral  and  political  sciences  is  not  to 
be  considered  at  all  as  a  branch  of  human  knowledge!  Was  this  so? 
And  was  this  the  country,  or  this  the  age,  in  which  we  were  to  recog- 
nize such  a  doctrine?  It  did  seem  to  him  that  the  most  important  of 
all  the  branches  of  human  knowledge  is  that  which  relates  to  the  moral 
and  political  relations  of  man.  It  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
rights  and  duties  and  privileges  of  citizens,  whether  in  public  or  in 
private  life.  How  would  gentlemen  designate  that  great  branch  of 
human  science,  which  is  of  very  modern  origin,  and  even  now  in  its 
infancy — political  econoni}-  ?  Is  it  not  a  most  important  part  of  human 
knowledge?  And  are  the  legislatora  of  this  country,  who  are  so  deeply 
concerned  in  the  destinies  and  progressive  civilization  of  the  human 
race,  to  regard  the  science  of  government  and  legislation  as  no  part  of 
human  knowledge?     It  really  seemed  to  him  that,  as  representatives 
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of  the  American  people,  they  could  recognize  no  such  distinction.  We 
have  been  told  from  high  classical  authority  that  '^  the  proper  study  of 
mankind  is  man;"  but  here  the  idea  upon  which  the  original  form  of 
this  bill  seemed  to  stand  was  that  the  proper  study  of  mankind  is  that 
of  animals,  exotics,  and  plants  only — not  including  at  all  the  great 
moral  and  civil  relations  of  man.  Now,  he  took  it  upon  himself  to  say 
that  if  gentlemen  would  survey  the  field  of  moral  science,  they  would 
find  that  it  embraced  a  much  larger  portion  of  knowledge  than  the 
physical  sciences,  however  important  they  may  be. 

The  honorable  and  venerable  member  from  Ohio,  as  he  had  been 
styled  [Mr.  Tappan],  based  his  leading  arguments  upon  the  necessity 
of  making  that  institution  a  counteipait  of  the  Jardin  des  Plantes  in 
Paris,  where  there  were  great  collections  of  material  elucidating  natu- 
ral history;  but  let  him  tell  the  honorable  Senator  that  that  institution 
was  sustained  at  a  very  great  expense,  and  yet  it  afforded  but  a  very 
limited  source  of  improvement  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge in  its  liberal  sense.  Was  there  no  other  institution  in  Paris  than 
the  Jardin  des  Plantes  which  could  be  taken  as  a  model  ?  He  would 
refer  the  honorable  Senator  to  another  institution,  and  one  which  would 
better  fulfill  the  design  of  the  bequest.  Look  at  the  wide  and  compre- 
hensive body  of  instruction  delivered  at  the  Sorbonne  (the  Faculty  dee 
Lettres  et  Sciences),  under  the  auspices  of  the  University  of  France, 
the  great  fountain  of  knowledge  to  which  all  enlightened  strangers 
repair  and  drink  in  cx)pious  libations  of  philosophical  and  practical 
learning.  He  was  not  conversant  with  Mr.  Smithson's  peculiar  tastes 
or  habits;  but  if  he  (Mr.  Smithson)  was  the  man  of  liberal  and  general 
inquiry  that  he  believed  him  to  have  been,  he  would  venture  to  assert 
that  bis  resort  was  as  much  to  the  Sorbonne  as  to  the  Jardin  des 
Plantes.  And  what  would  he  hear  there?  Would  he  not  hear  lectures 
on  the  sciences  of  history,  moral  philosophy,  and  government,  as 
well  as  physics  and  mathematics?  The  present  minister  of  Fituice, 
M.  Guizot,  had  been,  if  he  mistook  not,  a  lecturer  on  history — ancient 
and  modern  history,  comprehending  all  the  phases  of  human  society — 
in  this  institution.  Others  had  become  known  there  to  the  world  as 
much  as  lecturers,  as  ministers  of  state,  worthy  of  being  intrusted  with 
the  destinies  of  nations  and  mankind. 

He  would  beg  leave  to  ask  the  gentlemen  who  had  charge  of  this 
great  subject,  in  looking  for  a  model,  to  look  at  such  an  institution  as 
the  Faculty  des  Lettres  et  Sciences  at  the  Sorbonne  rather  than  at  a 
special  institution  like  the  Jardin  des  Plantes.  He  had  no  disposition 
to  depreciate  the  value  of  the  physical  sciences,  but  he  insisted  upon 
it  that  the  moral  and  political  sciences  were  equally  important,  and, 
if  any  distinction  was  to  be  drawn,  more  important.  At  a  very  early 
period  of  his  life  he  was  struck  with  a  graphic  remark  made  by  the 
great  commentator  on  English  law,  in  illustrating  the  fitness  of  asso- 
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dating  a  professorship  of  law  with  the  University  of  Oxford — and  his 
honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden]  no  doubt  well  recol- 
lected the  passage — that  ^^the  sciences  are  of  a  sociable  disposition, 
and  flourish  best  in  the  neighborhood  of  each  other.  ^'  He  would  make 
no  distinction.  He  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  thought  the  Sen- 
ate had  already  decided  the  question  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  this 
library  by  striking  out  the  proviso  of  the  first  section  and  the  whole 
of  the  eighth  section,  which  provides  for  professors  on  the  subjec^t  of 
natural  sciences  only. 

He  saw  no  reason  for  any  distinction  between  the  moral  and  physical 
sciences.  If  such  a  library  as  was  contemplated  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  was  established,  there  would  be  no  danger 
of  the  physical  sciences  being  slighted;  but  he  hoped  that  these  gi*eat 
moral  and  political  sciences,  which  so  intimately  concern  the  temporal 
and  eternal  destinies  of  man,  would  have  their  appropriate  space  in 
this  great  receptacle  of  human  knowledge. 

He  had  been  led  to  these  remarks  because  his  firm  and  solemn  con- 
viction was  that  we  now  have  it  in  our  power  to  do  more  good  to  this 
nation  in  our  day  and  generation  by  a  judicious  and  wise  application 
of  this  $500,000,  which  has  been  put  into  our  hands,  than  by  the  appli- 
cation of  the  twenty-five  or  thirty  millions  we  are  in  the  habit  of 
annually  appropriating. 

He  was  glad  that  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Senate  that  this  subject 
should  go  back  to  the  committee  to  be  matured  and  deliberately  acted 
upon,  and  that  there  was  to  be  brought  forward  a  plan  of  some  gi'eat 
and  noble  foundation  which  would  realize,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the 
magnificent  conception  which  suggested  this  donation.  He  was 
opposed  to  any  limitations;  he  was  opposed  to  any  distinctions  between 
the  great  branches  of  human  knowledge.  In  the  republic  of  letters 
all  stood  upon  a  platform  of  equality,  and  if  we  have  a  library  at  all 
it  should  be  coextensive  with  the  limits  of  human  knowledge  and  with 
the  design  of  the  donor — ^^the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  (of 
all  sound  knowledge)  among  men." 

Mr.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  suggested  a  modification  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  It  was  to  shape  his  proviso 
so  as  to  say  ^^That  in  the  selection  of  such  books  as  were  necessary  to 
form  a  complete  library,  due  regard  should  be  had  to  works  of 
science,"  etc. 

Mr.  Cbittenden  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  I.  C.  Bates  protested  against  any  proviso  which  would  limit 
the  selection.  It  was  wholly  unnecessary,  because  no  great  national 
library  could  be  complete  without  the  very  works  alluded  to. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Niles  did  not  think  it  came  within  the  purpose  of  the 
donation  to  establish  a  great  national  library.  If  the  donor  thought 
that  the  best  way  of  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge  among  men. 
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he  would  have  enjoined  the  establishment  of  such  a  library.  He  was 
in  favor  of  a  prudent  limitation  with  re^rd  to  that  branch  of  the 
institution,  and  should  therefore  submit  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Crittenden's  amendment,  as 
modified,  and  it  was  rejected — ayes  16,  noes  21. 

Mr.  Niuss  now  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  limiting  the 
purchase  of  books  to  $5,000  annually. 

Mr.  James  Buchanan  inquired  if  $5,000  a  year  was  to  build  up  a 
library  woithy  of  the  donor,  this  nation,  and  this  age? 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  now  reverted  on  Mr.  Choate's  amendment,  and  it  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Tappan,  before  the  motion  to  recommit  was  made,  wished  to 
test  the  sense  of  the  Senate  as  to  his  original  plan  of  adding  some  of 
the  interest  to  the  principal,  so  as  to  make  the  fund  $600,000.  He 
therefore  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  by  adding  $91,682  out  of 
the  interest  due,  to  the  original  fimd,  so  that  the  investment  should 
be  $600,000. 

Mr.  Choate  objected  to  this  as,  in  effect,  cutting  off  the  means  for 
establishing  a  national  library.  The  buildings  for  the  institution,  the 
inclosures  of  ground,  and  the  purchase  of  objects  of  natural  history, 
would  possibly  consume  so  much  of  the  residue  of  interest  as  to  leave 
little  or  none  for  founding  the  library,  or  erecting  a  suitable  building 
for  one.  It  might  take  from  $150,000  to  $200,000  for  all  these;  but 
till  details  and  estimates  were  properly  investigated,  it  would  not,  in 
any  case,  be  prudent  to  divert  the  management  of  this  accumulated 
interest. 

Mr.  Buchanan  thought  it  was  desirable,  if  it  could  be  done  with- 
out defeating  the  objects  intended,  to  increase  the  capital  by  this 
addition  of  a  part  of  the  interest. 

Mr.  Tappan  put  his  motion  in  a  definite  form. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Simmons  argued  that,  until  some  plan  was  agreed  upon 
as  to  the  manner  of  carrying  out  the  intention  of  the  donor,  it  would 
be  highly  imprudent  to  make  a  permanent  investment  of  means  that 
might  be  wanted  in  the  a<K;ompli8hment  of  the  object. 

Mr.  Tappan  urged  that  $117,000  of  the  interest  would  remain, 
which  would  be  as  much  as  the  managers  could  lay  out  with  advantage 
in  the  first  year;  and  for  the  second,  they  would  have  $36,000  on  the 
$600,000.  The  $6,000  would  cover  the  expenses  of  lectures  and  exper- 
iments, leaving  annually  $80,000  for  collecting  a  library  and  the  other 
purposes  required  of  the  management. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MoREHEAD  suggested  a  renewal  of  the  amendment, 
making  the  addition  $41,682  instead  of  $91,862,  so  that  the  capital 
fund  would  be  $550,000,  bearing  an  interest  of  $33,000  a  year. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH   CONGRESS,  1843-1845.  303 

After  some  conversational  discussion  on  thb  point,  it  was  agreed  to 
let  the  proposition  go,  with  the  oflfered  amendments,  to  the  commit- 
tee; and 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Levi  Woodbury,  the  bill  and  amendments 
were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 
January  16,  1845— Senate. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Tappan,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  reported 
the  bill  S.  18,  amended. 
January  21,  1845 — Senate, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.  Tappan,  the  previous  orders  were  postponed 
with  a  view  of  taking  up  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  taken  up  for  further  consideration  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  question  being  on  adopting  the  substi- 
tute reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  to  whom  had  been 
recommitted  the  original  bill  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  remodeled. 

This  substitute  provides,  as  the  original  bill  did,  for  the  investment 
of  the  principal  sum  received  under  the  bequest,  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  at  6  per  cent  interest  from  the  date  of  its  recep- 
tion, and  for  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  managers  the  ac<;umulated 
and  accruing  interest  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  design  of  the 
donor — the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.  The  out- 
lay of  the  accumulated  interest  is  to  be,  as  directed  in  the  first  bill, 
upon  all  necessary  buildings,  inclosures,  purchases,  and  application  of 
the  grounds  appropriated  out  of  the  property  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Mall,  heretofore  described,  for  the  objects  of  the  institution,  the 
business  of  the  institution  to  be  conducted  by  a  board  of  managers 
consisting  of  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  while  in  oflSce,  three  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate, three  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  seven  other 
persons  not  members  of  Congress,  two  of  whom  shall  be  membei*s  of 
the  National  Institute  in  the  city  of  Washington  and  resident  in  said 
city,  the  other  five  to  be  inhabitants  of  the  States,  no  two  from  the 
same  State,  the  three  members  of  the  Senate  to  be  appointed  by  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  and  the  three  members  of  the  House 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  in  each  House  the  respective  members 
so  chosen  to  be  a  standing  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
and  together  a  joint  conmiittee. 

These  appointments  to  be  made  on  every  fourth  Wednesday  of 
December,  to  serve  for  one  year;  vacancies  to  be  filled  as  they  are  in  the 
regular  committees.  The  other  seven  members  to  serve  for  two  years,  to 
be  chosen  by  jointresolution  of  Congress  every  alternate  fourth  Wednes- 
day of  December;  vacancies  to  be  filled  in  like  manner  whenever  they 
occur.  The  managers  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  next,  and 
fix  the  times  of  regular  meetings  of  the  board.     On  any  application 
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of  three  members,  the  superintendent  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  board 
by  letter  to  each  member,  five  constituting  a  quorum,  f^h  member 
of  the  board  to  be  paid  his  necessary  traveling  and  other  actual 
expenses  in  attending  meetings,  which  shall  be  audited  and  recorded 
by  the  superintendent. 

Whenever  money  is  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution, 
the  superintendent,  or  managers,  or  any  three,  may  certify  to  the 
president  of  the  board  that  it  is  so  required;  whereupon  he  shall  sub- 
mit the  requisition  to  a  committee  of  three  managers  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  regulating  the  expenditures,  for  examination  and 
approval,  and  upon  their  examination  and  approval  the  president  of 
the  board  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  Treasury 
as  authority  for  the  payment.  The  board  to  make  all  needful  rules, 
regulations,  and  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  institution  and 
the  persons  employed  therein,  and  shall  submit  to  Congress  at  each 
session  a  repoil  of  the  operations,  expenditures,  and  condition  of  the 
institution.  The  bill  then  details  the  duties  of  the  board  in  commenc- 
ing operations.  Among  the  buildings  is  to  be  one  for  the  reception  of 
an  extensive  library,  equal  to  the  first  class  of  libraries  in  the  world. 
When  the  necessary  buildings  are  erected,  all  objects  of  natural  his- 
tory, plants,  and  geological  and  mineralogical  specimens,  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  in  Washington  or  elsewhere,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
institution,  where  they  shall  be  arranged  in  such  order  and  so  classed 
as  best  to  facilitate  the  examination  and  study  of  them;  new  acquisi- 
tions of  the  institution  to  be  classed  and  arranged  in  like  manner;  file 
personal  effects  of  Mr.  Smithson  to  be  kept  apart  and  preserved  sepa- 
rate from  other  property  of  the  institution.  The  managers  to  appoint 
the  superintendent  of  the  institution,  who  is  to  be  secretary  to  the 
board  and  professor  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  and  rural  economy; 
and  he  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  board,  employ  such  gardenon, 
agriculturists,  and  laborers  as  may  be  required  for  the  institution*  He 
is  to  make  experiments  to  determine  the  utility  and  advantage  of  new 
modes  and  instruments  of  culture,  and  whether  new  fruits,  plants,  and 
vegetables  may  be  cultivated  to  advantage  in  the  United  States,  and  those 
which  shall  prove  worthy  of  adoption  shall  be  distributed  among  the 
people  of  the  Union.  The  superintendent  to  be  paid  such  salary  as  the 
board  may  think  proper,  and  the  board  may  remove  him  and  appoint 
another  in  his  place  whenever  the  interest  of  the  institution  may  require 
it.  The  board  is  also  to  employ  competent  persons  to  deliver  lectures 
or  courses  of  lectures  in  the  institution  upon  literature,  science,  and 
art,  and  on  the  application  of  science  to  art,  during  the  sessions  of 
Congress,  commencing  next  session;  to  make  regulations  respecting 
attendance  thereon;  to  fix  the  rules  of  compensation  therefor,  and 
to  prescribe  from  time  to  time  the  subjects  of  lectures,  having  regard  to 
the  character  of  the  audience  before  whom  they  are  delivered  and  the 
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intent  of  the  donor — the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men;  provided,  the  entire  expenditure  for  lectures  shall  not  exceed 
$5,000  a  year.  The  managers  may  at  their  discretion  cause  these 
lectures  or  such  of  them  as  they  desire  to  be  printed  and  sold  at  the 
cost  of  publication.  An  annual  expenditure  of  not  less  than  $20,000 
out  of  the  interest  of  the  fund  is  authorized  to  be  made  in  the  purchase 
of  books  and  manuscripts  for  the  library  of  the  institution,  which 
library  is  to  comprehend  in  due  proportion,  without  preference  or 
exclusion  of  any  branch  of  knowledge,  works  pertaining  to  all  the 
departments  of  human  knowledge,  as  well  as  physical  science  and  Ihe 
application  of  science  to  the  arts  of  life,  as  all  other  science,  philosophy, 
history,  literature,  and  art;  and  for  its  extent,  variety,  and  value  said 
library  shall  be  worthy  of  the  donor  of  the  fund  and  of  this  nation 
and  the  age.  The  managers  to  employ  a  librarian  and  assistants  and 
to  fix  their  salaries;  also  to  prescribe  the  regulations  under  which  the 
library  shall  be  kept,  visited,  and  used.  In  conclusion,  the  bill 
appoints  the  seven  managers  not  ex  officio  members  as  follows: 

Jared  P.  Kirtland,  of  Ohio;  Richard  Henry  Wilde,  of  Louisiana; 
GJeorge  Tucker,  of  Virginia;  George  Bancroft,  of  Massachusetts; 
Henry  King,  of  Missouri,  and  Joseph  G.  Totten  and  Alexander  Dallas 
Bache,  members  of  the  National  Institute  and  resident  in  Washington, 
as  the  seven  members  who,  by  the  second  section,  would  be  appointed 
by  Congress.  The  right  of  altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repeal- 
ing the  act  is  reserved  to  Congress,  provided  that  no  contract  or  indi- 
vidual right  made  or  acquired  under  its  provisions  be  divested  or 
impaired. 

On  motions  of  Mr.  Tappan  and  Mr.  Choate,  two  misprints  in  the 
new  bill  were  amended. 

Mr.  Levi  Woodbury  remarked  that  most  of  the  amendments  which 
he  had  submitted  on  a  former  day  to  be  printed  had  been  rendered 
unnecessaiy  by  the  changes  since  made  in  the  bill  by  the  Library 
Committee.  But  there  was  one  defect  still  left  in  the  board  of  mana- 
gers, as  he  viewed  the  subject,  and  which  it  was  desirable  to  have 
removed.  He  was  fully  sensible  that  any  attempt  to  alter  a  bill  which 
has  twice  received  the  deliberate  consideration  of  a  committee  of  this 
body  was  almost  hopeless.  But  the  subject  was  a  novel  one  to  us  all. 
It  was,  also,  not  a  measure  of  ordinary  legislation,  affecting  the  rights 
and  property  of  our  constituents,  but  the  discharge  of  an  important 
trust  in  behalf  of  a  foreign  philanthropist,  and  where  we  ought  to 
move  slowly  in  our  deliberations,  and  rather  confer,  converse,  and 
consult,  as  a  real  committee  of  the  whole,  instead  of  debate  like  parti- 
sans. He  would,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  the  board 
of  management  now  proposed  was  imperfect  in  two  respects — it  did 
not  contain  persons  enough  resident  at  the  piiure  where  their  duties 
must  be  performed,  and  was  so  constituted  as  to  be  likely  to  render 
H.  Doc.  732 20 
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the  elections  of  them  by  the  two  Houses  on  some  occasions  difficult, 
and  open  to  improper  influences. 

There  would  be  no  objection  to  the  Vice-President  and  Chief  Justice 
as  members  of  the  board,  on  account  of  the  character  of  the  present 
incumbents;  but  neither  of  them  lived  here,  nor  did  any  of  the  six 
members  of  Congress  proposed  to  be  appointed — nor  any  except  two 
of  the  other  managers  to  be  selected  at  large.  Now,  as  no  compensa- 
tion was  to  be  given  as  salary  or  a  per  diem,  it  must  be  obvious  that 
seldom  would  any  one  attend  to  the  business,  unless  residing  on  the 
spot.  For,  though  some  would  be  here  at  times  officially,  yet  we  all 
know  that  it  was  under  a  pressure  of  other  engagements  likely  to 
prevent  a  close  attention  to  this  trust. 

What  Mr.  Woodbury  wished  to  propose  instead  of  this  was  the 
officers  of  the  National  Institute — most  of  whom  lived  in  this  city,  and 
five  or  six  of  whom  consisted  ex  officio  of  the  President  and  his  Cabinet, 
as  a  public  check — equal  to  that  of  the  Vice-President  and  Chief 
Justice,  and  superior  in  position,  as  always  on  the  spot. 

This  plan  had  the  approbation  of  a  former  library  committee  about 
two  years  ago;  and  he  held  in  his  hand  a  bill  to  that  effect,  not  acted 
on  for  want  of  time,  and  reported  by  a  distinguished  South  Carolinian, 
now  in  retirement  [Mr.  William  C.  Preston]. 

He  hoped,  on  reflection,  it  would  again  be  found  acceptable  to  a 
majority  of  the  committee  and  the  Senate;  especially  when  aided  by 
some  additional  provisions,  which  he  would  suggest 

In  order  to  let  others  at  large  participate,  if  they  pleased,  and  had 
leisure,  he  proposed  to  unite  with  the  officers  of  the  institute  four  per- 
sons from  the  different  sections  of  the  Union;  and,  to  render  the 
supervision  of  Congress  as  strong  and  effective  as  is  proposed  by  the 
bill,  to  devolve  that  duty  on  the  Library  Committee — a  committee 
already  organized  and  talented,  and  peculiarly  fitted,  m  some  respects, 
for  matters  of  this  character. 

In  onler,  likewise,  to  avoid  the  delay  and  difficulties  of  elections  by 
the  two  Houses,  he  proposed  to  have  this  same  committee  of  Congrefls 
select  the  four  members  at  large.  The  amendment  he  was  about  to 
propose  was  intended  to  accomplish  not  only  these  two  general  changes 
in  the  mode  of  electing,  and  in  more  convenient  residence  of  most  of 
the  board,  without  any  loss  of  fitness  in  station  and  pursuit,  and  with- 
out l>eing  any  less  under  the  inunediate  control  of  Congress  and  its 
committee,  but  to  increase  that  control  by  placing  all  their  doings, 
and  especially  the  mode  of  drawing  money  from  the  Treasury,  under 
increased  securities,  to  be  prescribed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Library 
Committee.  As  the  bill  stood  now,  an  account  must  be  opened  with 
every  individual  dealt  with  or  paid;  and  no  bonds  or  security  were 
required  in  any  case.  Mr.  Woodbury  wished  to  clothe  the  committee 
of  Congress  with  authority  to  remedy  these  defects,  and  not  only  make 
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the  whole  board  of  management  subject  to  the  acts  of  Congress  and  its 
directions  given  from  time  to  time;  but  subject  also  to  the  constant 
scrutiny  of  the  standing  committee  of  Congress  in  both  Houses.  And 
80  far  from  conferring  salaries  or  donations  on  the  board  or  on  the 
institute,  he  would  not  give  a  dollar  to  either,  except  to  defray  actual 
expenses  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  the  trust;  and  not  allow  either 
to  draw  a  cent  from  the  Treasury  except  in  the  manner  and  under  the 
security  which  shall  be  prescribed  by  that  standing  committee  of  the 
two  Houses. 

With  these  explanations,  he  submitted  the  amendment  he  would 
now  read: 

To  strike  out  those  portions  of  the  new  bill  providing  for  the  con- 
stitution of  a  board  of  managers,  and  insert: 

The  National  Institute,  through  its  officers,  not  to  exceed  their  present  number, 
and  associated  with  them  four  other  scientific  gentlemen  from  different  portions  of 
the  Union,  to  be  selected  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  tlie  Library;  and  said  com- 
mittee to  exercise,  from  time  to  time,  a  supervision  and  control  over  this  board,  in 
behalf  of  Congress,  and  see  that  its  directions  as  expressed  in  this  act  or  in  any  future 
act  be  duly  carried  into  effect;  and  to  prescril)e  safe  rules  to  be  adhere<l  to  in  draw- 
ing from  the  Treasury  and  auditing  all  moneys  whatever  expended  from  the  Smith- 
sonian fund;  and  none  of  the  said  board,  nor  any  of  said  committee,  shall  receive 
any  oompensation  for  their  personal  services  on  this  subject  from  the  fund  aforesaid, 
bot  be  paid  only  their  traveling  expenses. 

Mr.  Jamcs  Buchanan  would  be  very  glad  if  it  could  be  accomplished 
(and  he  thought  at  first  it  might  be  on  this  amendment),  to  get  a  test 
vote  of  the  Senate  on  the  question  whether  Congress  or  the  National 
Institute  shall  have  the  management  and  control  of  the  Smithsonian 
library.  But  the  amendment  contained  some  things  not  necessarily 
involved  in  that  test,  which  might  be  advantageously  considered.  He 
could  not  move  an  amendment,  or  he  would,  so  as  to  separate  these 
things. 

Mr.  Rupus  Choate  said  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  raised  the  precise  question  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
wished  to  have  tested. 

Mr.  James  Buchanan  looked  upon  it  as  a  compound  amendment. 

Mr.  Tappan  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  prevail.  Although  the 
duurman  of  the  Library  Committee  some  sessions  back  [Mr.  PrcstonJ, 
then  a  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a 
bill  in  conformity  with  this  amendment,  it  was  with  the  express  under- 
standing of  the  committee  that  not  one  member  of  it  but  himself  was 
in  favor  of  that  plan  or  would  sustain  it. 

Mr.  Choate  did  not  know  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  would  not  make  a  very  good  board  of  man- 
agement; indeed,  he  felt  nothing  but  re.spect  in  the  highest  degree  for 
that  Senator  and  his  associate's  of  the  National  Institute;  as  colaborers 
ill  the  advancement  of  science  and  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
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men  they  Had  already  done  a  good  deal.  But  he  had  ascertained, 
through  various  conferences  in  the  Library  Committee,  that  the  Sen- 
ator's proposition  was  not  likely  to  meet  that  favor  or  support  neces- 
sary to  insure  the  success  of  the  bill  this  session;  on  the  contrary,  that 
it  would  make  enemies  of  many  who  would  otherwise  sustain  the  meas- 
ure. Now,  on  this  subject  of  constituting  a  board  of  managei*s — for 
the  committee  attached  great  importance  to  it — he  (Mr.  Choate)  had 
given  it  his  most  anxious  attention.  It  was  the  only  part  of  the  origi- 
nal bill  to  which  much  consideration  was  not  given  in  the  first  instance. 
Since  its  reconunittal  the  committee  had  had  repeated  conferences  on 
this  point,  and  the  result  has  been  that  the  plan  laid  down  in  the  bill  was 
unanimously  adopted  as  a  happy  embodiment  of  the  main  principles 
of  all  former  propositions,  the  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  which 
had  heretofore  impeded  the  action  of  Congress  as  to  the  disposition  of 
the  fund.  He  was  prepared  now  to  say  that,  unless  there  was  some 
more  palpable  objection  than  had  yet  been  made  to  the  plan  laid  down 
in  the  bill,  the  support  which  it  would  insure  could  not  fail  of  render- 
ing the  measure  successful  this  session. 

It  might  be  necessary  to  say  a  word  or  two  respecting  the  course 
pursued  by  the  committee  in  making  this  arrangement.  They  went 
back  to  the  records  of  all  proceedings  in  Congress  since  the  reception 
of  the  bequest,  to  ascertain  the  number  and  character  of  the  various 
propositions  suggested  for  its  disposition;  and  having  collected  them 
all,  the  committee  conceived  they  could  not  be  mistaken  in  combining 
from  the  whole  such  general  principles  as  would  unite  the  greatest 
number  of  friends  to  the  main  object.  Now  he  felt  bound  to  say  that 
in  this  the  conmiittee  had  succeeded  beyond  his  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations. They  had  not,  as  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  seemed 
to  suppose,  made  a  complex,  expensive,  or  impracticable  plan  of 
machinery  for  the  management  of  the  institution;  but,  on  the  contraiy, 
one  preeminently  likely  to  work  well — economically,  efficiently,  and 
practically  considered. 

On  reviewing  all  former  propositions  the  committee  found  that  there 
were  two  or  three  things  in  which  a  large  majority  concurred — such  as, 
that  the  Vice-President  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  should  be 
ex  officio  members  of  the  board,  and  that  they  should  have  associated 
with  them  one  or  two  respectable  resident  members  of  the  National 
Institute.  It  was  found,  also,  that  a  suggestion  came  from  Mr.  Rob- 
bins,  of  Rhode  Island,  that  three  members  of  the  Senate  and  three  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  should  be  made  members  of  the  board. 
Thus  the  committee  had  united  whatever  there  was  to  recommend  this 
proposition  to  those  whose  differences  of  opinion  had  heretofore 
impeded  the  action  of  Congress.  They  took  for  tlie  ex  officio  meai- 
bers  of  the  board  the  Vice-President  and  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States.     There  could  be  no  difficulty  as  to  their  appointment, 
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for  they  are  already  elected  and  always,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  ready 
to  act.  The  committee  then  provided  that  three  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate should  be  named  by  the  presiding  officer  in  the  same  way  that  he 
named  standing  committees;  and  that  three  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  like  manner  should  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker 
of  the  House.  These  six  members  would  form  a  joint  standing  com- 
mittee and  have  charge  of  the  institution  in  Congress,  for  the  com- 
mittee decided  that  Congress  should  hold  in  its  own  hands  the  control 
and  supervision  of  the  institution.  Thus  Congress  would  have  the 
interests  of  the  institution  immediately  represented  on  the  floor  of 
both  Houses.  In  addition  to  those  eight  ex  officio  members  of  the 
board,  there  would  be  seven  persons  to  be  selected  by  Congress — two 
of  them  from  the  resident  members  of  the  National  Institute,  the 
remainder  from  different  States  of  the  Union.  Hereafter  these  seven 
are  to  be  elected  by  joint  resolution  of  Congress  every  two  years. 
This  would  afford,an  opportunity  of  electing  gentlemen  distinguished 
as  men  of  science  and  learning,  who,  from  the  respect  entertained  for 
them,  would  be  able  to  enlist  the  most  friends  for  the  institution  and 
would  have  the  best  opportunities  of  making  the  citizens  of  the  Union 
acquainted  with  its  objects  and  advantages. 

There  was  another  consideration  which  he  was  sure  would,  upon 
reflection,  have  some  weight  with  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
and,  he  hoped,  induce  him  to  forego  his  amendment.  It  was,  that  in 
looking  at  the  two  propositions  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  which 
was  most  republican,  most  democratic  in  principle,  he  would  find 
that  of  the  committee  infinitely  more  so  than  his  own.  It  was  cer- 
tainly antirepublican  and  antidemocratic  to  surrender  all  control  of 
the  people's  representatives  in  respect  to  a  trust  especially  committed 
to  their  custody  for  the  people's  benefit  and  place  it  in  the  hands  of  a 
close  body  like  the  National  Institute,  wholly  irresponsible  to  either 
Congress  or  the  people — a  body  the  machinery  and  operations  of 
which,  so  far  as  regarded  the  people,  were  shut  out  from  their  view 
and  to  which  they  could  of  right  have  no  access.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  proposition  of  the  committee  recognized  especially,  and  in  a  pre- 
eminent degree,  the  complete  control  and  supervision  of  the  people's 
representatives  and  insured  that  publicity  which  could  not  fail  of 
gaining  public  confidence  in  the  management  of  the  institution  and 
universal  approbation  as  to  the  attainment  of  the  purpose  for  which 
the  bequest  was  made. 

Mr.  Woodbury  expressed  some  surprise  that  his  amendment  should 
be  attacked  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Choate]  as  anti- 
republican  or  antidemocratic.  Such  an  attack  from  that  quarter  was, 
in  any  view,  extraordinary;  but  much  more  so  when,  in  this  very  bill, 
in  another  place,  six  of  the  members  of  his  proposed  board  are  recom- 
mended by  him  to  be  appointed  not  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
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or  their  committee,  but  three  by  the  Speaker  of  one  and  three  by  the 
President  of  the  other,  without  any  appeal. 

But  Mr.  Woodbury  feared  we  were  sliding  into  that  species  of  polit- 
ical debate  which,  in  a  case  like  this,  he  deprecated.  This  was  not  a 
struggle  for  victory  of  a  party  or  personal  predilection,  but  to  execute, 
in  the  most  fit  and  becoming  manner,  a  sacred  trust  which  had  been 
devolved  on  us  from  abroad  rather  than  by  our  people. 

Some  gentlemen  who  assail  the  proposed  amendment  inadvertently 
seem  to  suppose  it  is  a  contest  whether  Congress  or  the  National  Insti- 
tute shall  control  the  Smithson  fund;  whereas  no  such  question 
exists.  The  same  control  is  left  in  Congress,  if  the  amendment  is 
adopted,  as  is  left  in  it  by  the  bill  as  it  now  stands.  Indeed,  the  amend- 
ment increases  the  reserved  control  of  Congress  in  one  particular 
through  the  constant  supervision  and  check  of  the  Library  Committee 
of  the  two  Houses  which  it  provides  for. 

After  the  amendment  is  adopted.  Congress  c^u,,  at  any  moment, 
abolish  or  amend  the  whole  board,  can  give  to  it  any  special  instruc- 
tions by  resolution  or  act,  and  can,  by  its  committee,  give  any  direc- 
tions, which  by  this  very  amendment  are  to  be  enforced  by  the  board 
and  institute,  rather  than  either  of  them  being  made  independent  of 
Congress. 

It  seems,  also,  to  be  apprehended  by  some  gentlemen  that  the 
National  Institute  is  to  have  a  great  donation  of  property,  as  well  as 
power,  by  this  amendment;  when,  in  truth,  no  power  is  bestowed 
except  conditionally,  and  which  is  not  kept  constantly  under  the  con- 
trol of  Congress;  and  not  a  dollar  of  property,  directly  or  indirectly^ 
is  given  to  the  institute. 

Indeed,  no  property  is  given  to  the  institute  or  anybody  else.  The 
library,  buildings,  etc.,  all  remain  in  Congress  as  trustee  for  the  fund. 
The  board  of  mani^^ers,  including  the  institute,  are  mere  executive  or 
ministerial  agents  to  carry  out  our  directions,  and  own  no  more  of  the 
property  itself  than  the  captain  in  the  Navy  owns  of  the  ship  of  war 
in  his  charge.  It  is  rather  a  burden  imposed  on  the  board  and  insti- 
tute, as  they  not  only  acquire  no  property,  but  their  services,  which 
have  so  long  and  decidedly  been  given  to  letters  and  science  without 
any  pay,  are  all,  by  my  amendment,  to  continue  to  be  gratuitous. 

The  difficulty  will  be  rather  in  getting  gentlemen  of  suitable  char- 
acter to  devote  their  time  at  all  to  this  subject  under  these  circum- 
stances than  in  preventing  them  from  profiting  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view.  It  is  this  apprehended  difficulty  which  will  in  part  be 
removed  by  taking  more  managers  resident  here  who  can  attend  to 
the  business  in  rotation  or  otherwise  at  less  inconvenience  and  loss 
than  those  from  a  distance. 

Again,  it  is  said  that  the  form  of  a  resolution  in  elections  avoids  any 
dispute.     How  soil    Suppose  that  the  gentleman  nauied  in  the  bill 
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from  Ohio  was  moved  to  Iw  stricken  out,  and  that  of  the  mem  1km-  of 
the  Library  Committee  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tapimn]  be  substituted,  as 
seemed  to  Mr.  Woodbur\'  proper;  might  it  not  give  rise  to  debate  as 
to  their  respective  chamcters  and  fitness?  So  of  every  other  member 
proposed,  though  all  doubtless  were  very  suitable  men. 

Other  gentlemen  seem  to  fear  an  abuse  of  the  trust  by  these  agents 
under  the  amendment,  when  the  very  object  and  terms  of  it  are  to 
increase  the  guards  against  abase,  through  one  of  our  own  committees, 
and  its  supervision  and  regulations;  and  when  the  position  of  the 
institute  and  board  under  it,  instead  of  being  antagonistic  to  Congress 
or  independent  of  it  is  made  to  be  in  more  entire  subordination  to  it, 
and  is  hemmed  around  by  stronger  safeguards  against  any  possible 
departui*e  from  its  commands  or  wishes.  He  was  anxious  that,  while 
the  Smithson  fund  came  from  a  stranger  and  abroad  I'ather  than  from 
among  ourselves,  and  hence  gave  no  cause  for  national  pride  or  boast- 
ing, but  I'ather  was  mortifying  to  our  own  backwardness  in  such  an 
object,  we  should  at  least  be  vigilant  over  its  use,  remedy  defects  as 
to  its  efficiency — which  we  may  by  this  amendment — and  add  some- 
thing to  our  national  charactter  by  the  appropriate  manner  of  manag- 
ing the  whole  trust,  though,  unfortunately,  we  have  had  no  lot  nor 
part  in  creating  it  or  liberally  adding  to  it. 

Mr.  Buchanan  obseiTed  that  he  had  but  very  few  words  to  say  on 
this  subject.  According  to  the  will  of  the  donor  this  fund  was  to  be 
distributed  for  the  ''increase  and  diffusibn  of  knowledge  among  men." 
Considering  our  peculiar  position  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  best  mode  of  dis- 
tributing this  fund  was  by  the  purchase  of  a  great  library.  Indeed, 
he  could  imagine  no  other.  If  (said  Mr.  Buchanan)  you  attempt  to 
establish  a  literary  institution  here,  with  the  great  expense  attendant 
upon  living  in  this  District,  and  from  other  causes  which  I  need  not 
enumerate,  this  fund  in  its  benefits  would  be  confined  to  a  very  small 
portion  of  the  people  of  this  country.  From  the  very  nature  of  our 
Grovernment  and  the  condition  of  the  people  of  this  country,  we  could 
never  expect  to  erect  in  our  day  a  library  to  compare  with  the  great 
European  libraries,  except  by  the  application  of  this  fund  to  that  pur- 
pose. It  was  impossible,  everybody  knew,  for  any  of  our  citizens  who 
proposed  to  write  a  history-,  or  any  other  work  that  required  an  exami- 
nation into  ancient  books  and  authorities,  to  do  so  without  going  to 
Europe  for  that  pui'pose.  Now,  he  believed  that  an  extensive  library, 
in  which  all  the  means  of  human  knowledge  should  be  collected,  and  in 
which  they  should  be  equally  open  to  all  the  citizens  of  this  countiy, 
was  the  very  best  mode  in  which  to  apply  the  money  so  liberally 
bequeathed  by  Mr.  Smithson  for  the  "  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men."  He  >vas  clearly  of  that  opinion,  but  he  had  no 
idea  of  making  a  speech  upon  the  subject.     The  question  now  before 
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the  Sonat(»  resolved  itself  into  a  ven-  simple  proposition,  and  that 
was.  Shall  Congress  retain  and  direct  the  immediate  and  efficient  con- 
trol of  this  fund  and  of  its  application,  or  shall  it  be  administered 
through  the  agency  of  the  National  Institute?  That  was  the  question, 
and  on  the  decision  of  the  question  his  own  vote  might  depend.  Now, 
he  entertained  all  proper  respect  for  the  members  of  this  institute,  and 
he  believed  it  had  been  already  instrumental  in  diffusing  knowledge 
among  men,  but  he  thought  Congress  was  bound  to  keep  the  applica-. 
tion  of  this  fund  distinct  from  that  or  any  other  literary  incorporated 
body.  What  was  proposed  by  his  honorable  friend  from  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  Woodbury]  in  the  amendment  under  consideration?  Why, 
to  connect  the  National  Institute  with  the  Smithsonian  library — to 
form  a  sort  of  partnership  between  the  two.  The  National  Institute 
is  to  hold  its  meetings  in  a  room  in  the  building  to  be  erected  for  the 
use  of  the  Smithsonian  library.  This  was  in  the  printed  amendment, 
and  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  intrusting  the  manage- 
ment of  this  fund  to  that  institute.  In  a  great  national  institution  like 
the  Smithsonian  library,  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  people 
of  the  country,  he  desired  to  keep  it  clear  or  detach  it  and  keep  it  dis- 
tinct from  the  National  Institute  or  any  other  literar}^  corporation 
whatever.  Congress  ought  to  take  upon  itself  the  immediate  control 
of  this  library.  It  would  never  succeed  unless  this  course  should  be 
pursued. 

For  one,  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  niles  of  the  National  Insti- 
tute, and  he  did  not  know  in  what  manner  the  managers  of  that  insti- 
tute were  elected;  but  the  proposed  amendment  placed  the  direction 
and  supervision  of  the  library  in  the  hands  of  managers  not  elected  by 
Congress,  not  responsible  to  Congress,  and  over  whom  the  people  of 
this  country,  by  their  representatives,  could  have  no  control  whatever. 
Congress  was  undoubtedly  capable  of  administering  this  fund  without 
the  aid  of  the  National  Institute,  and  it  was  their  duty  to  do  so. 

Without,  therefore,  troubling  the  Senate  with  any  further  observa- 
tions, he  should  certainly  go  for  sepai'ating  the  operations  of  this 
library  from  those  of  the  National  Institute,  wishing  and  hoping  that 
that  institute  might  have  all  the  success  which  he  believed  it  so  well 
deserved,  and  if  it  should  be  made  a  rival  in  disseminating  knowledge 
among  men  ydth  the  library,  well  and  good.  The  more  knowledge 
conmiunicated,  the  better  for  the  people  of  this  country.  He,  there- 
fore, should  vote  against  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Woodbury],  and,  although  there  were  some 
provisions  in  the  bill  to  which  he  might  object,  he  would  vote  for  it, 
nevertheless,  should  it  remain  substantiall}^  as  it  came  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library. 

Mr.  William  Allen  said  he  should  vote  against  this  or  any  other 
proposition  whatever,  contemplating  a  connection  of  anything  called  an 
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institution  with  the  public  Treasury  of  the  country,  in  any  form  or 
shape.  This  title,  "^^  National  Institute,"  sounded  large,  and  at  a  dis- 
tance was  calculated  to  produce  a  great  impression  upon  the  public 
mind.  What  was  it?  Some  years  ago  a  few  gentlemen  of  this  city 
got  together  and  concluded  to  form  a  literary  and  scientific  association 
among  themselves.  Well,  that  thing  has  been  done  in  every  city,  and 
in  most  of  the  villages  and  towns  of  the  United  States,  from  little 
debating  societies  composed  of  young  men,  up  to  literar}'  associations 
composed  of  gray-headed  men.  All  of  these  associations,  of  which 
there  are  so  many  in  this  country,  were  like  that  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, formed  in  the  same  way,  and  were  mere  voluntary  associations 
of  man  with  man.  But  this  association  in  Washington  City,  finding  a 
Capitol  here  and  a  public  Treasury  here,  called  itself  a  National  Insti- 
tute; and,  in  order  to  legalize  its  claim  to  that  pompous  title  it  asked 
Congress  to  give  it  a  corporate  existence  by  a  solemn  law.  After  they 
got  associated  in  the  public  mind  the  idea  of  its  nationality,  they  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a  law  passed  giving  it  a  legal  existence,  and  then  they 
began  to  enter  into  the  organization  and  to  claim  a  part  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Government.  That  institute  came  here  with  the  very 
instinct  of  all  corporations — to  get  its  hands  into  the  public  Treasury 
of  the  country  by  a  proc^ess  of  induction.  It  proceeded  with  that 
modesty  and  imposing  humility  which  characterize  the  movements  of 
all  corporations.  It  began  by  obtaining  the  temporary  charge  of 
objects  of  science  belonging  to  the  Government;  and  being  intrusted 
with  the  custody  of  that  part  of  the  public  property  which  resulted 
from  the  exploring  expedition,  there  was  a  motion  made  toward  the 
public  Treasury.  Having  proc^ieded  so  far,  it  proceeded  a  few  years 
after  to  ask  Congress  to  pay  it  moneys  out  of  the  public  Treasury, 
and  for  what?  For  its  care  of  these  very  articles  of  public  property 
which,- as  a  favor  of  the  Government,  it  had  asked  to  be  intrusted 
with  the  care  of. 

The  Senate,  which  sat  here  for  its  constituents,  was  nevertheless  so 
unjust,  in  his  judgment,  as  to  tempt  this  corporation  to  its  present  ad- 
vances by  the  fatal  step  of  making  for  it  a  public  office  and  paying  it 
$6,000  for  the  favor  which  the  institution  had  asked  in  the  privilege  of 
taking  care  of  the  articles  resulting  from  the  exploring  expedition. 
He  opposed  that  bill  at  the  time  it  was  upon  its  passage  through  the 
Senate;  and  he  then  said — what  was  now  seen — that  the  attraction  of 
this  corporation  was  toward  the  public  Treasury. 

We  are  now  intrusted  with  a  fund  of  some  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
It  is  intrusted  to  the  care  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  whether 
by  the  Constitution  or  by  Mr.  Smithson  it  is  now  immaterial.  The 
money  is  obtained,  and  the  question  is  decided  that  Mr.  Smithson  could 
extend  the  limits  of  the  Constitution  by  a  request  in  his  will  and  place 
at  the  disposal  of  Congress  moneys  for  objects  which  the  Constitution 
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knows  not.  You  got  the  money;  it  is  now  in  the  public  Treasury,  or 
ought  to  be,  and  was  as  much  subject  to  the  constitutional  action  of 
Congress  as  any  other  moneys  of  the  Treasury ;  and  for  that  action  alone, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  this  National  Institute 
comes  here  to  ask  Congress  to  give  it  the  exclusive  administration  of 
half  a  million  of  the  public  money.  This  could  be  answered  by  the 
general  charge  that  no  moneys  ought  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  public 
Treasury  except  by  the  appropriation  of  law,  and  that  Congress  has  no 
right  to  intrust  the  administration  of  the  public  funds  to  any  function- 
ary of  this  Government,  much  less  to  an  irresponsible  agent,  unknown 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  calling  itself  a  National  Insti- 
tute. If  we  had  a  right,  he  would  be  opposed  to  this  bill,  for  he 
could  say  that  within  his  reading  and  his  observation  he  had  never 
known  a  single  instance  of  a  fund  of  money,  charitable  or  otherwise, 
being  intrusted  to  the  care  of  an  incorporated  body  of  men  that  was 
not  squandered  and  made  to  fall  short  of  the  object  of  the  donor.  It 
was  the  instinct  of  these  machines  called  corporations,  and  it  was 
impossible  for  it  to  be  otherwise.  Intrust  this  corporation  with  the 
administration  of  this  fund,  and  it  would  be  just  as  much  throwing  it 
away  as  to  throw  it  into  the  mud  banks  of  the  Potomac.  All  these 
corporations  are  filled  with  law — they  are  but  the  incorporation  of 
laws;  and  never,  without  an  exception,  either  in  English  history  or 
ours,  with  regard  to  the  administration  by  corporations,  was  there  an 
instance  where  the  corporation  had  not  consumed  the  fund  or  squan- 
dered it  away  and  caused  it  to  fall  short  of  the  object  of  the  donor. 
The  Girard  folly  in  Philadelphia  was  an  instance  of  this  fact.  There 
might  be  found  thousands  of  instances  in  the  reports  made  to  the 
British  Parliament  by  those  charged  with  the  investigation  of  these 
subjects;  and  in  many  instances  not  only  the  income  but  the  principal 
was  consumed  in  paying  the  administrators.  It  was  always  so.  This 
society  in  Washington  City,  which  calls  itself  a  National  Institution, 
has  no  more  right  to  the  direction  and  control  of  this  fund  than  the 
Wistar  Club  in  Philadelphia — an  institution  established  there  by  an 
able  physician  of  that  name — or  any  literary  society  in  the  East  or 
West,  of  which  there  were  great  numbers,  as  he  had  before  stated. 

It  is  said  that  this  fund  is  to  be  applied  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
That  very  idea  gave  rise  to  the  origin  of  the  National  Institute,  he  had 
no  doubt.  Here  was  a  fund  to  be  expended  here;  and  of  course  there 
must  be  somebody  to  receive  it,  and  what  so  handy  as  a  corporation? 
What  so  convenient  as  to  take  into  its  hands  a  fund  of  money  which 
has  to  be  expended?  What  so  convenient  as  a  corporation  got  up  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  it?  And  what  was  better  calculated  to  lead 
Congress  into  their  object  than  to  take  the  title  of  national  ?  Nationall 
A  word  always  dear  to  the  American  people — so  dear  that  many  an 
inn,  tavern,  and  eating  house  throughout  the  country  bore  the  title, 
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and  he  believed  there  was  an  establishment  somewhere  in  town  here 
which  bore  upon  its  sign  '•'The  National  Eating  Housel"  Now,  as  to 
the  formation  of  a  society  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge, 
that  was  well  enough;  but  he  did  not  want  to  see  these  things  take  a 
literary  and  scientific  name  for  the  purpose  of  thrusting  their  hands 
into  the  Treasury.  He  did  not  want  to  see  corporations  of  men  under 
high-sounding  titles,  and  professing  beneficial  objects,  formed  in  this 
capital  with  a  view  to  enter  into  the  control  of  public  funds.  He  saw 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  give  the  control  of  this  fund  to  some 
literary  institution  in  Philadelphia  or  Boston  with  as  much  propriety 
as  to  the  National  Institute. 

The  Constitution  did  not  give  us  charge  of  the  mind  and  genius  of 
the  American  people.  It  was  the  privilege  of  a  despot,  not  of  a  free 
government,  to  control  the  mind  and  direct  the  genius  of  the  people; 
and  he  wished  to  see  no  institution  for  that  purpose  established  in  the 
capital  of  the  United  States,  by  which  the  American  people  are  to 
think,  and  read,  and  speak.  Gentlemen  were  mistaken  if  they  imag- 
ined that,  because  such  institutions  exist  in  France  and  other  parts  of 
Europe,  they  were  doing  a  service  to  the  American  people  in  under- 
taking to  pursue  the  same  course  in  this  country,  or  under  our  Gov- 
ernment. Our  Government  is  the  creature  of  the  public  mind,  and 
not  the  creator.  In  Europe,  where  monarchies,  crowns,  and  thrones 
sustain  themselves  by  controlling  the  thoughts  of  the  people,  it  is 
different;  but  our  Government  stands  upon  the  thoughts  of  the  people, 
and  is  controlled  by  them.  We  have  no  right  to  presume  that  the 
people  are  so  ignorant  that  we  ought  to  legislate  for  enlightening  them. 
We  are  here  to  receive  their  instructions,  not  to  impart  instruction  to 
them.  It  is  no  part  of  our  duty  to  do  so.  It  is  presumption  in  us  to 
assume  the  duty. 

On  these  grounds,  and  others  which  Mr.  Allen  enforced  with  great 
energy,  he  not  only  opposed  the  amendment,  but  signified  his  intention 
of  voting  against  the  whole  project. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Walker  said  that,  on  this  occasion,  he  was  likely  to  be 
placed  in  a  small  minority.  In  relation  to  the  denunciation  which  the 
Senate  had  just  heard  upon  this  floor  of  the  National  Institute,  and  the 
charge  that  it  commenced  out  of  a  desire  to  monopolize  the  Smithsonian 
fund,  he  need  only  to  ^3^  that  it  commenced  long  before  that  fund  was 
received.  It  originated  with  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Cabinet  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  now  in  honorable  retirement;  and  from  no  individual 
did  it  receive  more  encouragement,  or  stronger  marks  of  approbation, 
than  from  ex-President  Van  Buren  himself,  by  numerous  valuable 
presents,  and  by  every  other  means  in  which  he  could  manifest  his 
regard.  He  [Mr.  Walker]  thought,  therefore,  notwithstanding  the 
difference  of  opinion  between  his  friend  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Choate]  and  his  friend  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Woodbury]  as  to 
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which  is  the  most  democmtic — and  he  really  rejoiced  that  his  friend 
from  Massachusetts  was  claiming  to  be  democmtic,  for  it  was  a  good 
symptom  of  the  progress  of  democracy — and,  notwithstanding  all  that 
was  said  by  his  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Allen],  he  was  bound  to  say 
that  the  individuals  who  originated  this  institution  were  eminently 
democratic.  He  did  not  see  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  proposed  that  the  National  Institute  should  have 
one  dollar  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  or  of  any  fund  whatever.  He 
believed  it  provides  that  the  whole  payments  to  be  made  are  to  be  made 
by  the  Treasury;  and  that  all  the  National  Institute  is  to  do,  as  regards 
this  matter,  in  connection  with  the  four  other  individuals  named,  is  to 
be  done  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  this  body,  and  subject 
eveiy  year  to  the  modifications  and  regulations,  and  subject  to  the 
supervision  and  control,  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  He 
rejected  the  idea,  as  one  utterly  erroneous,  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  proposes  that  the  National  Institute  shall 
take  any  portion  of  this  fund,  or  that  it  proposes  even  that  it  shall  have 
the  administration  of  it.  It  is  not  to  receive  a  solitary  dollar.  It  is 
not  to  disburse  either  the  Smithsonian  fund,  or  any  other  fund  what- 
ever, under  this  amendment.  The  Smithsonian  fund  is  all  to  be  admin- 
istered by  the  Treasury  Department — to  be  paid  out  by  that  department; 
and  all  that  is  to  be  done  by  this  amendment  is,  to  provide  that  there 
may  be  some  supervision  of  these  drafts  before  they  are  presented  to 
the  Treasury  Department. 

He  should  really  like  to  know,  inasmuch  as  there  was  to  be  a  dis- 
cussion here  upon  politics  generally,  which  of  the  two  is  the  more 
democratic — the  Smithsonian  Institution  or  the  National  Institute? 
The  Smithsonian  Institution  originated  from  an  individual  in  England, 
entirely  foreign — the  very  name  is  foreign.  How  was  it  with  the 
National  Institute?  It  sprang  from  the  people.  It  bears  a  name  that 
is  dear  to  the  people;  and  it  has  received  the  manifest  encouragement 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  He  spoke  now  not  merely  of  the 
colleges  scattered  all  over  the  Union  that  had  contributed  to  its  aid 
and  support.  He  spoke  not  merely  of  the  scientific  men  who  assem- 
bled at  this  Capitol  not  long  since  and  gave  it  their  encouragement  and 
support;  but  he  spoke  of  the  people  in  the  humblest  walks  of  life, 
scattered  all  over  this  Union — residing  in  every  State  of  the  Union — 
who,  from  year  to  year  and  month  to  month,  had  forwarded  presents. 
And  why  is  it  that  this  institute  is  dear  to  the  American  people! 
Because  it  is  national — because  it  is  American.  They  wish  to  see  an 
institution  here  bearing  the  name  of  the  nation,  which  shall  give  to 
the  United  States  the  same  happy  range  in  science  that  this  Govern- 
ment has  done  in  political  affairs. 

And  let  him  tell  gentlemen  that  an  institution  that  is  merely  called 
Smithsonian  can  never  concentmte  in  the  same  degi*ee  the  affections 
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and  confidence  of  the  American  people.  Still  he  admitted  that  it  must 
be  called  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  nor  did  he  propose  that  it  should 
be  called  by  any  other  name.  But  the  question  was,  whether  the  indi- 
viduals who  were  named  in  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  as 
regarded  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  would  better  carry  out  the  object 
of  Mr.  Smithson  than  the  National  Institute.  It  was  a  mere  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  how  the  fund  could  be  best  administered.  But^  if 
there  was  any  objection  to  a  corporation,  would  not  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  be  a  corporation?  He  was  sure  his  honorable  friend  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Choate]  would  not  deny  that  it  was  at  least  what 
was  in  law  called  a  quasi  corporation;  and  he  supposed  his  honorable 
friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Allen]  would  admit  that  it  would  not  be  more 
democratic  by  making  it  a  quasi  corporation.  He  supposed  it  could 
institute  suits  and  legal  proceedings.  Who  are  the  persons  that  would 
have  charge  of  this  under  the  National  Institute?  Who  are  the  direct- 
ors? There  was  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Was  not  that 
democratic?  Is  he  not  the  only  man  in  our  Government  who  is  elected 
by  the  whole  people  of  the  whole  Union  ?  And  who,  together  with 
him,  constitute  a  majority  of  the  directors?  Why,  the  Cabinet,  deriv- 
ing their  appointment  directly  and  immediately  from  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, who  is  himself  the  chosen  of  the  whole  American  people.  Was 
that  less  democratic  than  committing  the  administration  of  this  fund 
to  those  intrusted  with  it  in  the  bill?  He  thought,  so  far  as  the 
democracy  of  the  thing  was  concerned,  that  the  administration  of  this 
fund  by  the  National  Institute  was  quite  as  democratic  as  it  could  be 
by  any  other  mode. 

But  those  who  have  charge  of  this  fund  under  the  National  Institute 
will  be  always  here.  They  are  to  contribute  their  valuable  services 
and  time  to  the  administration  of  this  fund,  and  they  are  not  to  receive 
one  solitary  dollar  for  those  services.  He  believed  that  by  commit- 
ting to  this  institute  the  administration  of  this  fund,  two  main  objects 
would  be  accomplished.  In  the  first  place,  it  would  best  accomplish 
the  intention  of  the  donor;  and,  in  the  second,  he  believed  it  would 
also  give  additional  permanency  to,  and  aid  the  National  Institute. 
Therefore,  notwithstanding  the  denunciation  of  his  friend  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Allen],  and  notwithstanding  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Choate]  considered  his  plan  much  the  best  and  much 
the  more  democratic,  he  [Mr.  Walker]  should  feel  himself  constrained 
to  vote,  in  a  small  minority,  he  supposed,  for  the  amendment  proposed 
by  his  honorable  friend  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Woodbury]. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Foster,  of  New  York,  rose  not  to  discuss  the  measure, 
but  to  suggest  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  deficiency  in  the  bill, 
namely,  the  want  of  some  provision  for  the  permanency  of  the  system 
of  management  which  experience  should  prove  to  be  best.  In  th<» 
proper  time  he  would  submit  an  amendment,  the  object  of  which 
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would  be  that  there  should  be  only  one  of  the  seven  additional  mem- 
bers over  the  ex  oflBcio  members  elected  annually,  so  that  in  the  ooorse 
of  time  each  would  serve  seven  years. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Huntington  opposed  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Foster,  of  New  York,  now  submitted  his  amendment,  as 
follows: 

And  Jared  P.  Kirtland  of  Ohio,  Richard  Henry  Wilde  of  Louisiana,  GreoigeTacker 
of  Virginia,  Greorge  Bancroft  of  Massachusetts,  Henry  King  of  Missouri,  and  Joseph 
G.  Totten  and  Alex.  Dallas  Bache,  members  of  the  National  Institute,  resident  in 
Washington  City,  be  the  other  seven  members,  who  shall,  by  lot,  fix  the  tenn  of 
their  office  so  that  the  term  of  one  of  them  shall  expire  in  one  year;  of  another,  in 
two  years;  of  another,  in  three  years;  of  another,  in  four  years;  of  another,  in  five 
years;  of  another,  in  six  years;  and  of  the  other,  in  seven  years  from  the  firet  day 
of  December  next,  after  the  passage  of  this  act.  And  any  vacancy  happening  other- 
wise than  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  shall  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term 
on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  December  next  after  the  vacancy  occurs. 

Mr.  Foster  urged  at  some  length  the  propriety  of  this  provision. 

Mr.  Tappan  opposed  the  provision  as  unnecessary,  as  there  could 
be  no  doubt  of  the  reelection  of  such  members  as  proved  by  their 
services  to  be  most  valuable  to  the  Institution. 

Mr.  Choate  pointed  out  how  much  better  it  would  be  for  the 
interests  of  the  Institution  to  have  short  terms  of  election,  as  thftt 
would  stimulate  managers,  who  would  feel  their  ambition  excited  by 
the  honor  of  their  trust,  to  exertions  worthy  of  their  reelection. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  AiXEN  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  ^'members  of  the  National 
Institute,"  by  which  two  of  the  nominees  in  the  bill  were  designated. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Choate,  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  December,  in 
the  bill,  was  changed  to  the  third  Wednesday  in  December,  lest  some- 
times the  fourth  Wednesday  might  fall  on  Christmas  day. 

Mr.  Woodbury  withdrew  the  printed  amendments  he  had  on  a 
former  day  offered,  the  necessity  for  them  having  been  obviated  by 
alterations  in  the  bill. 

The  amendment  of  the  substitute,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted^ 
and  the  bill  was  reported  back  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  J.  McP.  Berrien,  before  the  bill  was  allowed  to  pass  the  stage 
of  amendment,  suggested  the  necessity  of  considering  whether  a  sec- 
tion would  not  be  necessary  authorizing  the  Institution,  in  respect  to 
the  property  it  would  possass  by  the  grant  of  the  public  grounds,  to 
sue  and  be  sued.  It  might  be  a  question  whether  the  Government 
would  be  the  ostensible  party  in  a  suit. 

Mr.  Choate  conceived  the  property  in  the  ground  would  still  vest 
in  the  (iovernment;  but,  for  the  purpose  of  having  time  to  add  a  small 
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section  to  avoid  any  possible  diflBculty,  he  would  have  no  objection  to 
passing  over  the  bill  informally  till  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  then  con- 
curred in. 

January  22,  1845^SenatB, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  S.  18,  and  further 
amended  it. 

January  23,  1845— Senate. 
The  bill  S.  18  passed. 

January  27,  1845— House. 

Message  from  the  Senate  that  bill  S.  18  had  passed. 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to 
refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  objection  was  made. 

January  28,  1845— House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  bill  S.  18  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 
February  10,  1845 — House. 

Mr.  Robert  Dale  Owen  submitted  an  amendment  to,  or  substitute 
for,  S.  18;  which  was  committed  to  the  Coumiittee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Owen,  the  committee  took  up  the  bill  to  establish 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  J.  Q. 
Adams,  Mr.  Owen,  and  others,  Mr.  Adams  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid 
aside;  which  was  agreed  to. 

March  3,  1845. 
A  joint  resolution  (No.  14)  was  signed  by  the  President: 

That  whenever  any  State  shall  have  been,  or  may  be,  in  default  for  the  payment 
of  interest  or  principal  on  investments  in  its  stocks  or  bonds,  held  by  the  United 
States  in  trast,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  retain  the 
whole,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  of  the  percentage  to  which  such  State 
may  be  entitled,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  within  its  limits,  and 
apply  the  same  to  the  payment  of  said  interest  or  principal,  or  to  the  reimbursement 
of  any  sums  of  money  expended  by  the  United  States  for  that  purpose. 

[Stat,  V,  801.] 

[This  had  reference  to  the  States  in  which  the  Smithson  fund  had 

been  invested.] 

March  3,  1845— House. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  offered  resolution: 

Reeolvedy  That  all  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  Senate  bill  18  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  cea£«  in  ten 
minutes  after  the  same  shall  be  again  taken  up  in  committee  (if  the  committee 
shall  not  sooner  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  the  same) ;  and  the  committee  shall  then 
proceed  to  vote  on  such  amendments  as  may  be  pending,  or  offered  to  the  same,  and 
shall  then  report  it  to  the  House  with  such  amendments  as  may  have  been  agreed  to 
by  the  committee. 

The  resolution  was  read;  when  Mr.  George  W.  Jones  moved  that 
it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
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And  the  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the  affiimative — yeas, 
83;  nays,  52. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-iif  th  of  the  members  present, 
the  vote  was — 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Amngton,  Barringer,  Belser,  Benton,  Bidlack,  James  A. 
Black,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brengle,  Brodhead,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Caldwell,  Carpenter, 
Shepherd  Cary,  Carroll,  Causin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Chappell, 
Clinch,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cranston,  Cullom,  Darragh,  Dawson,  Dickey,  Dunlap, 
Ficklin,  Fish,  Grinnell,  Hammett,  Henley,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hub- 
bell,  Hudson,  Hungerford,  Washington  Hunt,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Cave  Johnson,  Perley 
B.  Johnson,  Geoi^  W.  Jones,  Preston  King,  Lumpkin,  Mcllvaine,  Isaac  E.  Morse, 
Moseley,  Norris,  Parmenter,  Payne,  Phoenix,  Pratt,  Purdy,  Rathbun,  Reding,  Relfe, 
Rhett,  Ritter,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Russell,  Severance,  Simons,  Slidell,  Thomas  Smith, 
Sykes,  Taylor,  Thomasson,  Thompson,  Tilden,  Tucker,  Tyler,  Wethered,  Benjamin 
White,  Williams,  William  Wright,  Yost. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Bayly,  Edward  J.  Black,  Bower,  Brinkerhoff,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Burke,  Catlin,  Chilton,  Clingman,  Collamer,  Cross,  Dana,  Daniel,  Richard 
D.  Davis,  Dellet,  Dillingham,  Dromgoole,  Foot,  Foster,  French,  Hamlin,  Harper, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  D.  P.  King,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McDowell, 
McKay,  Marsh,  Edward  Joy  Morris,  Newton,  Owen,  Paterson,  Emery  D.  Potter, 
David  S.  Reid,  Rockwell,  St.  John,  Sample,  Saunders,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Albert 
Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Steenrod,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Alfred  P. 
Stone,  Vinton,  Winthrop. 

EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

June  17,  1844. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  act  for  1845. 

For  continuing  the  preparation  and  publication  of  the  Narrative 
and  Account  of  the  Exploring  Expedition,  $40,000. 

For  the  publication,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  and  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  such  of  the  maps  of  the 
exploring  expedition  as,  in  their  judgment,  will  be  serviceable  to  the 
Navy  and  the  commerce  of  the  country,  $2,000. 

To  defray  the  expenses  of  taking  care  of  and  preserving  the  botan- 
ical and  horticultural  specimens  brought  home  by  the  exploring 
expedition,  and  for  the  salary  of  the  keeper  of  and  enlarging  the 
greenhouse  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Joint  Conmuttee  on 
the  Library,  $2,200 $44,200 

(Stat.,  v.,  691.) 

February  20,  1845, 

Resolved^  etc.^  That  as  each  part  of  the  work  now  in  course  of  pub- 
lication on  the  "  Exploring  Expedition  "  shall  be  completed,  fifty-eight 
copies  of  the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  be 
distributed  as  follows,  that  is  to  say:  To  each  of  these  United  States, 
one  copy;  to  the  Government  of  France,  two  copies;  Great  Britain, 
two  copies;  Russia,  two  copies;  and  one  copy  each  to  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, Prussia,  Austria,  Bavaria,  the  Netherlands,  Belgium,  Portugal, 
Spain,  Sardinia,  Greece,  Tuscany,  the  Ecclesiastical  States,  the  two 
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Sicilies,  Turkey,  China,  Mexico,  New  Granada,  Venezuela,  Chili, 
Peru,  the  Argentino  Republic,  Brazil,  Texa^,  and  the  Sandwich 
Islands;  and  one  copy  to  the  Naval  Lyceum  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Sec.  2.  Andhi  h  furtlwr  n^aolved^  That  one  copy  of  said  work  be 
given  to  Charles  Wilkes,  esquire,  the  commander  of  said  expedition; 
one  copy  to  William  L.  Hudson,  esquire,  and  one  copy  to  Cadwallader 
Kingold,  esquire,  commandants  of  vessels  in  said  expedition. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  vtmlved^  That  two  copies  of  said  work  be 
placed  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  that  the  residue  of  said  work 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Librarian,  to  bo  by  him  preserved  for  future 
distribution. 

(Stat.,  v.,  797.) 

march  3,  1845. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  ac^t  for  1846. 

For  completing  the  publication  of  the  work  on  the  "Exploring 
Expedition,"  including  the  printing  of  an  extra  number  of  charts,  and 
for  the  salary  of  the  horticulturist,  $10,000. 

(Stat,  V.,' 761.) 
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BEQUEST  OF  JAMES  SMITHSON. 

December  4,  1845 — House. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Owen  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  establish  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 
December  19,  1845 — House. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Owen's  bill,  H.  5,  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee  of  seven  members,  viz:  Mr.  Robert 
D.  Owen,  Mr.  .Fohn  Q.  Adams,  Mr.  Timothy  Jenkins,  Mr.  G.  P. 
Marsh,  Mr.  Alexander  I).  Sims,  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  and  Mr.  David 
Wilmot. 

January  9,  1846— House. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Owen,  from  the  select  committee,  reported  a  resolution 
that  the  bill  referred  to  the  committee  be  printed;  agreed  to. 
February  28.  1846— House. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Owen,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  H.  5,  reported  a  substitute  for  said  bill;  and  thereupon  Mr. 
Owen  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Hesdvedf  That  this  report  l)e  printed;  that  the  Hubstitnte  herewith  reporte<l  he 
referred  to  tiie  Ouininittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  1k>  printed 
eeparately  in  the  fonn  of  a  bill;  and  that  the  same  be  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  the  second  Tuesday  in  April  next. 

Mr.  George  S.  Houston  called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  so  as 
to  take  a  separate  vote  on  the  proposal  to  make  it  the  special  order  for 
a  particular  day;  which  was  ordered. 
H.  Doc.  732 21 
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And  the  question  on  the  first  branch  of  the  resolution  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  second  branch  of  the  resolution, 

Mr.  Owen  said:  I  hope  the  House  will  suffer  me  to  say  one  word 
on  the  subject.  The  money  appropriated  by  this  bill  has  been  in  our 
Treasury  between  seven  and  eight  years;  and,  in  all  that  time,  not  a 
dollar  of  it  has  been  used  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  the  testator. 
We  can  not  suppose  Congress  unwilling  to  act  in  such  a  matter.  It 
has  heretofore  failed,  because,  in  the  conflict  on  other  important  sub- 
jects, it  was  delayed,  and  remained  among  the  unfinished  business. 
This  will  again  be  its  fate  unless  we  make  it  the  special  order  for 
some  day.  The  conunittee  put  it  off  until  April.  If  even  that  be  too 
early,  let  a  later  day  be  named.  But  at  all  events,  let  some  day  be 
fixed  when  we  may  know  that  the  subject  will  be  taken  up;  so  that 
we  at  last  escape  the  just  reproach  of  receiving  money  for  one  of  the 
best  purposes  on  earth,  and  then  doing  nothing  with  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second  branch  of  the  resolution, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — two-thirds  voting  therefor. 

So  the  bill  was  made  the  special  order  (  f  the  day  for  the  second 
Tuesday  in  April  next. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Owen,  from  the  select  conmiittee  on  the  Smithsonian 
bequest,  made  the  following  report: 

The  select  conunittee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  to  whom  was 
referred  House  bill  No.  5,  entitled  a  ''bill  to  establish  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men,"  iiave  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me 
to  report  the  same  back  with  one  amendment.  The  bill,  as  it  was 
referred  to  them,  reads  as  follows: 

A  bill  to  ettabliflh  the  "Smithsonian  Institution,"  for  the  increase  and  diifasion  of  knowledge 

among  men. 

Whereas  James  Smithson,  Eequire,  of  London,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
by  his  last  will  and  testament,  did  give  the  whole  of  his  property  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  found  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Instl- 
tation,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men; 
and  whereas  Congress  have  heretofore  received  said  property  and  accepted  said  trost: 
Therefore,  that  the  same  may  be  executed  in  good  faith,  and  according  to  the  will  of 
the  hberal  and  enlightened  donor — 

Be  U  enacted,  etc.  That  so  much  of  the  property  of  the  said  James  Smithson  aa  has 
been  received  in  money,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  being  the 
BUin  of  $515,169,  be  lent  to  the  United  States  Treasury,  at  six  per  cent  per  ftntinn^ 
interest,  from  September  1, 1838,  when  the  same  was  received  into  the  said  Treasory, 
and  that  so  much  of  the  interest  as  may  have  accrued  on  said  simi  on  the  first  day  of 
July  next,  which  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  $242,129,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  by 
the  board  of  managers  of  the  Institution  established  by  this  act  be  deemed  necesBary, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildingSi  the 
enclosing  and  preparing  of  suitable  grounds,  and  for  other  current  incidental  expenflw 
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of  the  Mud  Institution;  and  that  six  per  cent  interest  on  the  said  trust  fund,  it  being 
the  said  amount  of  $ol5, 169,  received  into  the  United  States  Treasury,  on  September  1, 
1838,  payable,  in  half-yearly  payments,  on  the  first  of  January  and  July  in  each  year, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appn.>[)riated  for  the  perpetual  maintenance  and  support 
of  said  Institution;  and  all  exi)enditures  and  appropriations  to  be  made,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  puriK)fies  of  the  Institution  aforesaid,  shall  be  exclusively  from  the  accru- 
ing interest,  and  not  from  the  ])rincipal  of  the  said  fund. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  Ufutihrr  nuicUd^  That  the  business  of  the  8ai<i  institution  yhall  be 
conducted  by  a  boanl  of  managers,  to  l)e  composed  of  the  Vic^e-President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Uniteil  States,  during  the  time  for  which  they 
shall  hold  their  respective  offices;  three  members  of  the  Senate  and  three  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  together  with  seven  other  persons,  other  than  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  two  of  whom  shall  be  members  of  the  National  Institute  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  and  resident  in  the  said  city;  and  the  other  five  thereof  shall  be 
inhabitants  of  States,  and  no  two  of  them  of  the  same  State.  And  the  managers,  to 
be  selected  as  aforesaid  from  Congress,  shiill  be  apx)ointed  immediately  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act — the  members  of  the  Senate  by  the  President  thereof,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  by  the  Six^aker  thereof;  and  those  so  appointed  shall  serve  until 
the  fourth  Wednesday  of  Decem))er,  the  second  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act; 
and  then,  and  biennially  thereafter,  on  every  alternate  fourth  Wednesday  of  Decem- 
ber, a  like  number  shall  be  appointe<l  in  the  same  manner,  to  serve  until  the  fourth 
Wednewlay  of  l>ecember,  the  se<'ond  succeeding  their  appointment;  and  they  shall 
also  constitute  and  l)e  denominated  a  joint  standing  committee  of  Congress  on  the 
Smithsonian  Institution;  and  vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  resignation,  or  other- 
wise, shall  be  filled  as  vacancies  in  committees  are  filled;  and  the  other  seven  man- 
agers aforesaid  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  the  fourth  Wednesday  of 
Deceml)er  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act;  when,  and  on  every  alternate  fourth 
Wednesday  of  Deceml)er  thereafter,  a  new  election  thereof  shall  be  made  by  a  joint 
resolution  of  Congress;  and  vacancies  oi^casioned  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise, 
may  be  fille<l  in  like  manner  by  joint  resolution  of  Congress.  And  the  said  managers 
shall  nu*et  and  organize,  by  the  choic*e  of  a  president,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on 
the  first  ^londay  in  Septeml»er  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  they  shall  then 
fix  on  the  times  for  regular  meetings  of  the  Iward;  and  on  application  of  any  three 
of  the  managers  to  the  superintendent  of  the  said  Institution,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
appoint  a  special  meeting  of  the  board,  of  which  he  shall  give  notice  by  letter  to  each 
of  the  members;  and  at  any  meeting  of  the  board  of  managers,  five  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  to  do  business.  And  each  memlx»r  of  the  board  of  managers  shall  be  paid 
his  necessary  traveling  and  other  adual  expenses  in  attending  meetings  of  the  lx)ard, 
which  shall  be  and ite<l  and  reconle<l  by  the  superintendent  of  the  Institution;  but 
his  ser\'ice  as  manager  shall  l)e  gratuitous.  And  whenever  money  is  recjuired  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts  or  perfonnance  of  the  contracts  of  the  Institution,  incurred  or 
entered  into  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  for  making  the  pur- 
chases and  executing  the  objects  authorized  by  this  act,  the  superintendent  or  the 
managers,  or  any  three  then»of,  may  certify  to  the  president  of  the  board  that  such 
gum  of  money  is  required;  whereupon,  he  shall  submit  the  same  to  a  committee  of 
three  of  the  managers  ai)iM>int^'d  for  that  purjMvse  for  examination  and  approval;  and 
upon  such  examination  and  approval,  he  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  proper  officer 
of  the  Treasury  for  payment.  And  the  said  l)oard  shall  make  all  neeilful  rules,  reg- 
ulations, and  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  Institution  and  the  persons 
employed  therein,  and  shall  submit  to  Congress,  at  each  session  thereof,  a  report  of 
the  operations,  expenditures,  and  condition  of  the  Institution. 

Sbc.  3.  Ami  be  It  further  encuied,  That  after  the  board  of  managers  sliall  have  met, 
and  l^ecouH^  organized,  it  shall  he  their  duty  forthwith  to  procee<l  to  select  suitable 
sites  for  such  buildings  as  may  l>e  necessary  for  the  Institution,  and  suitable  ground 
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for  horticultural  and  agricultural  purposes  and  experiments;  which  ground  may  be 
taken  and  appropriated  out  of  that  part  of  the  public  ground  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton called  the  Mall,  lying  west  of  Seventh  street;  and  the  sites  and  grounds  so 
selected  shall  l)e  set  out  by  proper  metes  and  bounds,  and  a  description  of  the  same 
shall  be  made  and  recorded  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  signed  by 
the  said  managers,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  be  convened  at  the  time  of  their  said 
organization;  and  such  record,  or  a  copy  thereof,  certified  by  the  president  of  the 
board  of  managers,  shall  be  received  in  evidence  in  all  courts  of  the  extent  and 
boundaries  of  the  lands  appropriated  to  the  said  Institution;  and  upon  the  malring 
of  such  record,  such  sites  and  lands  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  appropriated 
by  force  of  this  avl  to  the  said  Institution. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  eiiactedy  That,  so  soon  as  the  board  of  managers  shall  have 
selected  the  site  for  the  buildings  of  the  Institution,  they  shall  cause  to  be  erected  a 
suitable  building,  of  plain  and  durable  materials  and  structure,  without  unneoesBary 
ornament,  and  of  sufiicient  size,  and  with  suitable  rooms  or  halls  for  the  reception 
and  arrangement,  upon  a  liberal  scale,  of  objects  of  natural  history,  including  a  geo- 
logical and  mineralogical  cabinet;  also  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  library,  and  the 
necessary  lecture  rooms;  and  the  said  board  shall  have  authority,  by  themselves,  or 
by  a  committee  of  three  of  their  members,  to  contract  for  the  completion  of  8a<^ 
building,  upon  such  plan  as  may  be  directed  by  the  board  of  managers,  and  shall 
take  sufficient  security  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Unite<l  States  for  the  building  and 
finishing  the  same  according  to  the  said  plan,  and  in  the  time  stipulated  in  eacb, 
contract.  And  the  board  of  managers  shall  also  cause  the  grounds  selected  for  horti- 
cultural and  agricultural  purposes  to  be  enclosed  and  secured,  and  suitable  buildings 
erected,  to  pre8er\'e  such  plants  as  will  not  bear  exposure  to  the  weather  at  all  seasons; 
and  so  soon  as  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  persons  employed 
in  said  Institution,  the  said  board  of  managers  may  cause  to  be  erected  on  the  groonds 
of  the  Institution  such  dwelling  houses  and  other  buildings,  of  plain  and  substantial 
workmanship  and  materials,  to  be  without  unnecessary  ornament,  as  may  be  wanted: 
Provided^  however^  That  the  whole  expense  of  the  buildings  and  enclosures  aforesaid 
shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  the  interest  which  will  have  accrued  on  the  principal 
sum  and  fund  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  $242,129;  which  som 
is  hereby  appropriated,  payable  out  of  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated; together  with  such  smu  or  sums  out  of  the  annual  interest  accruing  to  the 
Institution,  as  may,  in  any  year,  remain  unexpended,  after  paying  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Institution:  And  jmjvid^d,  furttier^  That  the  expenditure  for  endoa* 
ing  and  securing  grounds,  and  erecting  buildings  to  prevent  plants  from  exposure, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $20,000.  And  all  such  contracts  as  may  be  made  by  said 
board  of  managers  shall  be  deposited  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States;  and 
all  questions  which  may  arise  between  the  United  States  and  any  person  claiming 
under  and  by  virtue  of  any  such  contract  shall  l)e  heard  and  determined  by  said 
boanl  of  managers,  and  such  determination  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  upon  all 
parties;  and  all  claims  on  any  contract  made  as  aforesaid  shall  be  allowed  and  oeiti- 
fie<i  by  the  l>oard  of  managers,  or  a  committee  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be,  and, 
being  signe<l  by  the  president  of  the  board,  shall  be  a  sufilcient  voucher  for  settle* 
ment  and  (laynient  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  And  the  board  of  managers 
shall  be  authorized  to  employ  such  jKjrsons  as  they  deem  necessary  to  superintend 
the  erection  of  the  buildings  and  fitting  up  the  rooms  of  the  Institution.  And  all 
laws  for  the  protec^tion  of  public  pro|x»rty  in  the  city  of  Washington  shall  apply  to^ 
and  be  in  force  for,  the  protection  of  the  lands,  buildings,  and  other  property  of  said 
Institution;  and  all  prosecutions  for  trespasses  upon  said  property,  and  all  civil  soitl 
on  iH'half  of  said  Institution,  shall  \)q  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  in 
any  court  lm\  in^  compWont  jurisdiction  of  the  same. 

Sec.  5.  Ami  be  itjurther  enacted^  That,  in  pro{>ortion  us  suitable  arrangements 
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be  made  for  their  reception,  all  objects  of  foreign  and  curious  research,  and  all  objects 
of  natural  history,  plants,  and  geological  and  mineralogical  specimens  belonging  or 
hereafter  to  belong  to  the  United  States,  which  may  be  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
in  whosesoever  custody  the  same  may  be,  shall  be  delivered  to  such  persons  as  may 
be  authorized  by  the  board  of  managers  to  receive  them,  and  shall  be  arranged  in  such 
order,  and  so  classed,  as  l>est  to  facilitate  the  examination  and  study  of  them,  in  the 
buildings  so  as  aforesaid  to  l)e  erected  for  the  Institution;  and  the  managers  of  said 
Institution  shall  aft«rwanls,  as  new  Hi)ecimens  in  natural  history,  geology,  or  miner- 
alogy may  be  obtaine<l  for  the  museum  of  the  Institution  by  exchanges  of  duplicate 
specimens  belonging  to  the  Institution  (which  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  make), 
or  by  donation,  which  they  may  receive,  or  otherwise,  cause  such  new  specimens  to 
be  also  appropriately  (^lasse<l  and  arranged.  And  the  minerals,  books,  manuscripts, 
and  other  j)roix»rty  of  James  Sinithson,  which  have  been  received  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  are  now  plat^  in  the  Patent  Office,  shall  be  removed 
to  said  Institution  and  shall  be  preserved  separate  and  apart  from  the  other  property 
of  the  Institution. 

Sbc.  6.  And  fte  it  further  ewjcted,  That  the  managers  of  said  Institution  shall  appoint 
a  superintendent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  charge  of  the  ground,  buildings,  and 
property  belonging  to  the  Institution,  and  carefully  preserve  the  same  from  injury; 
and  such  superintendent  shall  bo  the  secretary  of  the  boani  of  managers,  and  shall, 
under  their  direction,  make  a  fair  and  accurate  record  of  all  their  proceedings,  to  be 
preeervetl  in  said  Institution;  and  the  said  superintendent  shall  also  discharge  the 
duties  oi  librarian  and  of  kwixjr  of  the  nuiseum,  and  may,  with  the  consent  of  the 
boanl  of  managers,  em])loy  an  assistant;  and  the  said  managers  shall  appoint  a  pro- 
fessor of  agriculture,  horticulture,  and  rural  economy,  and  the  said  professor  may 
hire,  from  time  t^)  time,  eo  many  gardeners,  practical  agriculturists,  and  laborers  as 
may  Ikj  necessary  to  cultivate  the  ground  and  keep  in  repair  the  buildings  of  said 
Institution;  and  he  nhall  make  experiments  to  detennine  the  utility  and  advantage 
of  new  modes  and  instniments  of  culture,  to  determine  whether  new  fruits,  plants, 
and  vegetables  may  be  cultivated  to  advantage  in  the  United  States;  and  all  such 
fruits,  plants,  seeds,  and  vegetablen  as  shall  be  found  useful,  and  adapted  to  any  of 
our  soils  and  climates,  i^hall  be  distributed  among  the  people  of  the  Union;  and  the 
said  officers  shall  receive  for  their  services  such  sum  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  board 
of  managers,  to  be  jwiid  semiannually  on  the  first  day  of  January  and  July;  and 
the  said  officers,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  Institution,  shall  be  removable  by 
the  board  of  managers  whenever,  in  their  judgment,  the  interests  of  the  Institution 
require  any  of  the  said  officers  to  be  changed. 

Sec.  7.  And  whereas  the  most  effectual  mode  of  promoting  the  general  diffusion  of 
knowledge  is  by  judiciously  conducted  common  schools,  to  the  establishment  of 
which  throughout  the  Union  much  aid  will  l)e  affonled  by  improving  and  iHjrfecting 
the  common  school  system  of  the  country,  and  by  elevating  the  standard  of  qualifi- 
cation for  common  school  teachers;  and  whereas  knowledge  may  be  essentially 
increasetl  among  men  by  instituting  stnentific  researches,  and,  generally,  by  spreading 
among  the  people  a  taste  for  science  and  the  arts — 

Be  it  further  macted,  That  the  b<iard  of  managers  shall  establish  a  normal  branch 
of  the  Institution,  byai)pointing  some  suitable  person  as  professor  of  common  school 
instruction,  with  such  other  professors,  chiefly  of  the  more  useful  sciences  and  arts, 
as  may  Ix^  necessary  for  such  a  thorough,  scientific,  and  liberal  course  of  instruction 
as  may  be  adapte<i  t<)  qualify  young  persons  as  teachers  of  common  sch<x)ls, 
and  to  give  to  others  a  knowledge  of  an  improved  common  school  system,  and 
also,  when  desired,  to  qualify  students  as  teachers  or  professors  of  the  more  impor- 
tant branches  of  natural  science.  And  the  board  of  managers  may  authorize  the 
professors  of  the  Institution  to  jrrant  to  such  of  its  students  as  may  desire  it.  after 
suitable  examination,  certificates  of  qualification  as  common  school  teachers,  and 
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also  as  teachers  or  professors  in  various  branches  of  science;  they  may  also  employ 
able  men  to  lecture  upon  useful  subjects,  and  shall  fix  the  compensation  of  such 
lecturers  and  professors:  Provided,  however ,  That  there  shall  not  be  established,  in 
connection  with  the  Institution,  any  school  of  law,  or  medicine,  or  divinity,  nor  any 
professorship  of  ancient  languages.  And  the  said  managers  shall  make,  from  the 
interest  of  said  fund,  an  appropriation,  not  exceeding  $5,000  annually,  for  the  gradual 
formation  of  a  library,  composed  chiefly  of  che  best  works  on  the  physical  sciences, 
and  the  application  of  science  to  the  arts  of  life,  but  without  excluding  valuable 
and  standard  works  pertaining  to  other  departments  of  human  knowledge. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  said  board  of  managers  shall  make  all 
needful  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  Institution  and  the 
persons  employed  therein;  and,  in  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  professors  and 
lecturers,  they  shall  have  reference  to  the  introduction  and  illustration  of  subjects 
connected  with  the  application  of  science  to  the  productive  and  liberal  arts  of  life, 
improvements  in  agriculture,  in  manufactures,  in  trades,  and  in  domestic  economy; 
and  they  shall  also  have  special  reference  to  the  increase  and  extension  of  scientific 
knowledge  generally,  by  experiment  and  research;  and  the  managers  may,  at 
their  discretion,  cause  to  be  printed,  from  time  to  time,  any  lecture  or  course  of 
lectures  which  they  may  deem  useful;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  lectoxer, 
while  in  the  service  of  the  Institution,  to  submit  a  copy  of  any  lecture  or  lectoroB 
delivered  by  him,  to  the  managers,  if  required  and  called  upon,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  printed;  and  such  lectures,  when  printed,  shall  be  at  all  times  offered  for  sale 
at  the  lowest  rate  that  will  repay  the  actual  expense  of  publication. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  board  of  managers  shall  also  make 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  admission  of  students  into  the  various  departments  of 
the  institution,  and  their  conduct  and  deportment  while  they  remain  therein:  /Vo- 
videdf  That  all  instruction  in  said  Institution  shall  be  gratuitous  to  those  students 
who  conform  to  such  rules  and  regulations. 

8bc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  board  of  man- 
agers to  cause  to  be  printed  and  published  periodically  or  occasionally  essays,  pam- 
phlets, magazines,  or  other  brief  works  or  productions  for  the  dissemination  of  infor- 
mation among  the  people,  especially  works  in  popular  form  on  agriculture  and  its 
latest  improvements,  on  the  sciences  and  the  aid  they  bring  to  labor,  mannala 
explanatory  of  the  best  systems  of  common  school  instruction,  and  generally  tracts 
illustrative  of  objects  of  elementary  science  and  the  rudiments  of  history,  ch^nis- 
try,  astronomy,  or  any  other  department  of  useful  knowledge;  also,  they  may  i»e- 
pare  sets  of  illustrations,  specimens,  and  apparatus,  suited  for  primary  schools: 
Provided,  That  the  same  shall  at  all  times  be  offered  for  sale  at  the  lowest  rate  that 
will  repay  the  actual  expense  of  preparation  or  publication. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  of  any  other  moneys  which  have  accrued, 
or  shall  hereafter  accrue,  as  interest  upon  the  said  Smithsonian  fund,  not  herdn 
appropriated,  or  not  required  for  the  purposes  herein  provided,  the  said  managers 
are  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  disposal  as  they  shall  deem  ])e8t  suited  for  the 
promotion  of  the  purposes  of  the  testator,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contiary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That and  Joseph  G.  Totten  and  Alex- 
ander Dallas  Bache,  members  of  the  National  Institute,  and  resident  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  be  the  seven  managers  who,  by  the  second  section  of  this  act,  are  to  be 
appointed  by  Congress. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  is  reserved  to  Congress  the  right  of 
altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act:  I^rth 
vided.  That  no  contract,  or  individual  right,  made  or  acquired  under  such  provisions^ 
shall  be  thereby  divested  or  impaired. 
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The  amendment  agreed  to  by  your  committee,  and  which  they 
recommend  for  adoption  to  the  House,  is  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
preamble,  and  insert  the  following  substitute: 

Be  it  enacted  J  etc..  That  so  much  of  the  property  of  the  said  James  Smithson  as 
has  been  received  iu  money  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  being 
the  sum  of  $515,169,  be  lent  to  the  United  States  Treasury,  at  six  per  cent  per  annum 
interest,  from  September  1, 1838,  when  the  same  was  received  into  the  said  Treasury; 
and  that  so  much  of  the  interest  as  may  have  accrued  on  said  sum  on  the  first  day  of 
July  next,  which  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  $242,129,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  by 
the  board  of  managers  of  the  Institution  established  by  this  act  be  deemed  neoeasary, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  the 
enclosing  and  preparing  of  suitable  grounds,  and  for  other  current  incidental  expenses 
of  the  said  Institution;  and  that  six  per  cent  interest  on  the  said  trust  fund,  it  being 
the  said  amount  of  $515,169,  received  into  the  United  States  Treasury  on  the  first  of 
September,  1838,  payable,  in  half-yearly  pajrments,  on  the  first  of  January  and  July  in 
each  year,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  perpetual  maintenance 
and  support  of  said  Institution;  and  all  expenditures  and  appropriations  to  be  made, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  purposes  of  the  Institution  aforesaid,  shall  be  exclusively 
from  the  accruing  interest  and  not  from  the  principal  of  the  said  fund.  And  beU  fur- 
ther enactedf  That  all  the  moneys  and  stocks  which  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be, 
received  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  fund  bequeathed 
by  James  Smithson,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  pledged  to  refund  to  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  the  sums  hereby  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  business  of  the  said  institution  shall  be 
conducted  by  a  board  of  managers  who  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  constituted  a  body 
politic  and  corporate  by  the  style  and  title  of  the  ''Smithsonian  Institution,'*  with 
perpetual  succession,  and  the  usual  powers,  duties,  and  liabilities  incident  to  corpo- 
rations. And  the  said  board  of  managers  shall  be  composed  of  the  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  and  the  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  hold  their  respective  offices, 
three  members  of  the  Senate,  and  three  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
together  with  six  other  persons  other  than  members  of  Congress,  two  of  whom  shall 
be  members  of  the  National  Institute  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  resident  in 
the  said  city;  and  the  other  four  thereof  shall  be  inhabitants  of  States,  and  no  two 
of  them  of  the  same  State;  and  the  managers,  to  be  selected  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
appointed  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act — the  members  of  the  Senate  by 
the  President  thereof;  the  members  of  the  House  by  the  Speaker  thereof;  and  the  six 
other  persons  by  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives;  and 
the  members  of  the  House  so  appointed  shall  serve  until  the  fourth  Wednesday  in 
December,  the  second  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act;  and  then,  and  biennially 
thereafter,  on  every  alternate  fourth  Wednesday  of  December,  a  like  number  shall 
be  appointed  in  the  pame  manner,  to  serve  until  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  December, 
the  second  succeeding  their  appointment;  and  the  Senators  so  appointed  shall  serve 
during  the  term  for  which  they  shall  hold,  without  reelection,  their  office  as  Senators. 
And  vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  as  vacan- 
cies in  committees  are  filled;  and  the  other  six  members  aforesaid  shall  serve,  two 
for  two  years,  two  for  four  years,  and  two  for  six  years;  the  terms  of  service  in  the 
first  place  to  be  determined  by  lot;  but  after  the  first  term  then  their  regular  term  of 
service  shall  be  six  years;  and  new  elections  thereof  shall  be  made  by  joint  resolution 
of  Congress;  and  vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  may  be 
filled  in  like  manner  by  joint  resolution  of  Congress.  And  the  said  managers  shall 
meet  and  organize  by  the  choice  of  a  president  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  first 
Monday  in  September  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  they  shall  then  fix  on 


328  OONGEESSIONAL    PROCEEDINGS. 

the  times  for  regular  meetingn  oi  the  b<ianl;  and  on  application  of  any  three  of  the 
managers  to  the  superintendent  of  the  said  Institution  it  shall  biy  his  duty  to  appoint 
a  special  meeting  of  the  board,  of  which  he  shall  give  notice  by  letter  to  each  of  the 
members;  and  at  any  meeting  of  the  board  of  managers  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
to  do  business.  And  each  member  of  the  board  of  managers  shall  be  paid  his  neces- 
sary traveling  and  other  actual  expenses  in  attending  meetings  of  the  board,  which 
shall  be  audited  and  recorded  by  the  superintendent  of  the  Institution;  but  his  service 
as  manager  shall  l)e  gratuitous.  And  whenever  money  is  required  for  the  payment 
of  the  debts  or  jierformance  of  the  contracts  of  the  Institution,  incurred  or  entered 
into  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  for  making  the  purchases  and 
executing  the  objects  authorizetl  by  this  act,  the  superintendent  or  the  managers,  or 
any  three  thereof,  may  certify  to  the  president  of  the  lx)ard  that  such  sum  of  money 
is  required;  whereupon  he  shall  submit  the  same  to  a  committee  of  three  of  the  man- 
agers appointed  for  that  purpose  for  examination  and  approval,  and  upon  such 
examination  and  approval  he  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  pn>per  offit^er  of  the  Treaa- 
ury  for  payment.  And  the  said  board  shall  make  all  needful  rules,  regulations,  and 
by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  Institution  and  the  persons  employed  therein,  and 
shall  submit  to  Congress  at  each  session  thereof,  a  report  of  the  operations,  expendi- 
tures, and  condition  of  the  Institution. 

8bc.  3.  And  be  Ufurilier  eiiuded^  That  after  the  board  of  managers  shall  have  met, 
and  become  organized,  it  shall  l)e  their  duty  forthwith  to  procee<l  tr)  Hf'le(*t  suitable 
sites  for  such  buildings  as  may  Ije  necessary  for  the  Institution,  and  suitable  ground 
for  horticultural  and  agricultural  purposes  and  experiments;  which  ground  may  be 
taken  and  appropriated  out  of  that  part  of  the  public  ground  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton called  the  Mall,  lying  west  of  Seventh  street;  and  the  sites  and  ground  so  selected 
shall  be  set  out  by  proper  metes  and  bounds,  and  a  description  of  the  same  shall  be 
made  and  recx>nled  in  a  book  to  l)e  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  signed  by  the  said 
managers,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  be  convened  at  the  time  of  their  said  organi- 
zation; and  such  record,  or  a  copy  thereof,  certifie<l  by  the  president  of  the  board  of 
managers,  shall  l)e  receiveil  in  evidence  in  all  courts  of  the  extent  and  l>oundarie6  of 
the  lands  appropriated  to  the  said  Institution;  an<l  upon  the  making  of  such  record, 
such  sites  and  lands  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  t^  Iw  appropriated  l)y  force  of  this 
act  to  the  said  Institution. 

Sec.  4.  Aiid  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  so  soon  as  the  board  of  managers  shall  have 
selected  the  site  for  the  buildings  of  the  Institution,  they  shall  c-ause  to  be  erected  a 
suitable  building,  of  plain  and  durable  materials  and  structure,  without  unnecessary 
ornament,  and  of  sufficient  size,  and  with  suitable  rooms,  or  halls,  for  the  reception 
and  arrangement,  upon  a  lil>eral  scale,  of  objects  of  natural  history-,  including  a  geo- 
logical and  mineralogical  crabinet;  also  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  library,  a  gallery  of 
art,  and  the  necessary  lecture  rooms;  and  the  said  board  shall  have  authority,  by 
themselves,  or  by  a  committee  of  three  of  their  nieml)ers,  to  contract  for  the  comple- 
tion of  such  building,  upon  such  plan  as  may  l>o  directed  by  the  board  of  managers, 
and  shall  take  sufficient  security  for  the  building  and  finishing  the  same  according 
to  the  said  plan,  and  in  the  time  stipulated  in  such  contract.  And  tho  board  of 
managers  shall  also  cause  the  grounds  selected  for  horticultural  and  agricultural  pur- 
poses t4)  be  inclosed  and  secured,  and  suitable  buildings  erected  to  preserve  such 
plants  as  will  not  bear  exposure  to  the  weather  at  all  seasons;  and  so  soon  as  it  may 
be  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  persons  employed  in  said  Institution,  the 
said  l)oar(l  of  managers  may  cause  to  l)e  erected,  on  the  grounds  of  tlu;  Institution, 
such  dwelling  houses  and  other  buildings,  of  plain  and  substantial  workmanship  and 
materials,  to  l)e  without  unnecessary  ornament,  as  may  be  wanted:  Provided,  however. 
That  the  whole  expense  of  the  buildings  and  inclosures  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed 
the  amount  of  the  interest  which  will  have  accnied  on  the  principal  sum  and  fund 
on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  to  wit:  $242,129;  which  sum  is  hereby  appropriated. 
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payable  out  of  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated;  together  with 
such  sum  or  sums  out  of  the  annual  interest  accruing  to  the  Institution,  as  may,  in 
any  year,  remain  unexpendeil,  after  paying  the  current  expenses  of  the  Institution: 
And  provided,  further^  That  the  expenditure  for  inclosing  and  securing  grounds,  and 
erecting  buildings  to  prevent  plants  from  exposure,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
$20,000.  And  duplicates  of  all  such  contracts  as  may  be  made  by  the  said  board 
of  managers  shall  l)e  dei>08ited  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States;  and  all 
claims  on  any  contract,  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  and  certifie<i  by  the  board 
of  managers,  or  a  committee  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be,  and,  l)eing  signed  by  the 
president  of  the  l)oanl,  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  settlement  and  payment  at 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  And  the  board  of  managers  shall  Iw  authorized 
to  employ  such  persons  as  they  deem  nei^essary  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the 
buildings  and  fitting  up  the  nwms  of  the  Institution.  And  all  laws  for  the  protection 
of  public  property  in  the  city  of  Washington  shall  apply  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the 
protection  of  the  lands,  buildings,  and  other  pro]>erty  of  said  Institution.  And  all 
moneys  recovered  by,  or  accruing  to,  the  Institution  shall  l>e  i>aid  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  credit  of  the  Smithsonian  l^equest,  and  separately 
accounted  for,  as  provided  in  the  act  approved  July  1,  1830,  accepting  said  bequest. 

Set.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  proportion  a.s  suitable  arrangements  can 
be  made  for  their  reception,  all  objects  of  art  and  of  foreign  and  (uirious  research, 
and  all  objects  of  natural  history,  plants,  and  geological  and  mineralogical  specimens 
belonging  or  hereafter  to  belong  to  the  Unite<l  States,  which  may  he  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  whosesoever  custody  the  same  may  be,  shall  Ix^  delivered  to  such 
persons  as  may  I>e  authorizeil  by  the  boarrl  of  managers  to  receive  them,  and  shall 
be  arranged  in  such  order,  and  so  classed,  as  best  to  facilitate  the  examination  and 
study  of  them,  in  the  buildings  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  erected  for  the  institution;  and 
the  managers  of  said  institution  shall  afterwards,  as  new  specimens  in  natural  his- 
tory, geology,  or  mineralogy  may  be  obtained  for  the  museum  of  the  institution,  by 
exchanges  of  duplicate  specimens  belonging  to  the  institution  (which  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  make),  or  by  donation,  which  they  may  receive,  or  otherwise,  cause 
such  new  si)ecimens  to  l>e  also  appropriately  classed  and  arranged.  And  the  min- 
erals, books,  manuscripts,  and  other  property  of  James  Smithson,  whic-h  have  been 
received  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  are  now  placed  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  shall  l)e  removed  to  such  institution,  and  shall  be  preserved  separate 
and  apart  from  the  other  property  of  the  institution. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  managers  of  said  institution  sliall  appoint 
a  superintendent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  charge  of  the  grounds,  buildings, 
and  property  belonging  to  the  institution,  and  carefully  preserve  the  same  from 
injury;  and  such  superintendent  shall  be  the  secretary  of  the  boanl  of  managc^rs, 
and  shall,  under  their  direction,  make  a  fair  and  accurate  record  of  all  their  pro- 
ceedings, to  be  preservtnl  in  said  instituti(m;  and  the  said  8Uj)erinten<lent  shall  also 
discharge  the  duties  of  librarian  and  of  keeper  of  the  mu.seum,  and  may,  with  the 
consent  of  the  boanl  of  managers,  employ  assistants;  and  the  said  managers  shall 
appoint  a  professor  of  agriculture,  horticultun*,  and  rural  economy;  and  the  said 
profess<:)r  may  hire,  from  time  to  time,  so  many  ganleners,  j>ractical  agriculturists, 
and  laborers  as  may  be  necessary  to  cultivate  the  ground  and  maintain  a  l>otanical 
garden;  and  he  shall  make,  under  the  8U[X'rvision  of  the  board  of  management,  such 
experiments  as  may  l>e  of  genenil  utility  throughout  the  United  States,  to  determine 
the  utility  and  advantajre  oi'  new  nnwles  and  instruments  of  culture,  to  determine 
whether  new  fruit,«,  plants,  and  vegetables  may  be  cultivate<l  to  advantage  in  the 
Unite<i  States:  and  the  said  officers  shall  receive  for  their  services  such  sum  as  may 
be  allowed  by  the  lx)ard  of  managers,  to  be  paid  semiannually  on  the  first  day  of 
January  and  July;  and  the  said  officers,  an<l  all  other  officers  of  the  institution,  shall 
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be  removable  by  the  board  of  managers  whenever,  m  their  judgment,  the  interests 
of  the  institution  require  any  of  the  said  officers  to  l)e  changed. 

Sbc.  7.  And  whereas  the  most  effectual  mode  of  promoting  the  general  diffusion 
of  knowledge  is  by  judiciously  conducte<l  common  schools,  to  the  establishment  of 
which  throughout  the  Union  much  aid  will  be  afforde<l  by  improving  and  perfecting 
the  common-school  system  of  the  country,  and  by  elevating  the  standard  of  qualifi- 
cation for  common-school  teachers;  and  whereas  knowledge  may  l^e  essentially 
increased  among  men  by  instituting  scientific  researches,  and,  generally,  by  spread- 
ing among  the  people  a  taste  for  science  and  the  arts: 

Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  boani  of  managers  shall  establish  a  normal  branch 
of  the  institution,  by  appointing  some  suitable  person  as  professor  of  common-school 
instruction,  with  such  other  professors,  chiefly  of  the  more  useful  sciences  and  arts, 
as  may  be  necessary  for  such  a  thorough,  scientific,  and  liberal  course  of  instruction 
as  may  be  adapted  to  qualify  young.  ()ersous  as  teachers  of  common  schools,  and  to 
give  to  others  a  knowledge  of  an  improved  common-school  system;  and  also,  when 
desired,  to  qualify  students  as  teachers  or  professors  of  the  more  important  branches 
of  natural  science.  And  the  board  of  managers  may  authorize  the  professors  of  the 
institution  to  grant  to  such  of  its  students  as  may  desire  it,  after  suitable  examina- 
tion, certificates  of  qualification  as  common-school  teachers,  and  also  as  teachers  or 
professors  in  various  branches  of  science;  they  may  also  employ  able  men  to  lecture 
upon  useful  subjects,  and  shall  ^x  the  compensation  of  such  lecturers  and  professors: 
Provided^  however ^  That  there  shall  not  be  established,  in  connection  with  the  insti- 
tution, any  school  of  law,  or  medicine,  or  divinity,  nor  any  professorship  of  ancient 
languages.  And  the  said  managers  shall  make,  from  the  interest  of  said  fund,  an 
appropriation,  not  exceeding  an  average  of  $10,000  annually,  for  the  gradual  forma- 
tion of  a  library,  composed  of  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all  departments  of  human 
knowledge. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  board  of  managers  shall  make  all 
needful  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  institution  and  the 
persons  employed  therein;  and  in  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  professors  and  lec- 
turers they  shall  have  reference  to  the  introduction  and  illustration  of  subjects 
connected  with  the  application  of  science  to  the  productive  and  liberal  arts  of  life, 
improvements  in  agriculture,  in  manufactures,  in  trades,  and  in  domestic  economy; 
and  they  shall  also  have  special  reference  to  the  increase  and  extension  of  scientific 
knowledge  generally,  by  experiment  and  research.  And  the  managers  may,  at  their 
discretion,  cause  to  be  printed  from  time  to  time  any  lecture  or  course  of  lectures 
which  they  may  deem  useful.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  lecturer  while  in 
the  service  of  the  institution  to  submit  a  copy  of  any  lecture  or  lectures  delivered  by 
him  to  the  managers,  if  required  and  called  upon. 

Sbc.  9.  And  he  ii  further  enacted.  That  the  said  board  of  managers  shall  also  make 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  admission  of  students  into  the  various  departments  of 
the  institution  and  their  conduct  and  deportment  while  they  remain  therein:  Pnh 
videdf  That  all  instruction  in  said  institution  shall  be  gratuitous  to  those  students 
who  conform  to  such  rules  and  regulations. 

Sbc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  board  of  man- 
agers to  cause  to  be  printe<l  and  published  periodically  or  occasionally  essays,  pam- 
phlets, magazines,  or  other  brief  works  or  productions  for  the  dissemination  of 
information  among  the  people,  especially  works  in  popular  form  on  agriculture  and 
its  latest  improvements,  on  the  sciences  and  the  aid  they  bring  to  labor,  manuals 
explanatory  of  the  best  systems  of  common-school  instruction,  and  generally  tracts 
illustrative  of  objects  of  elementary  science,  and  treatises  on  history,  natural  and 
civil,  chemistry,  astronomy,  or  any  other  department  of  useful  knowledge;  also,  they 
may  prepare  sets  of  illustrations,  specimens,  apparatus,  and  school  books  suited  for 
primary  schools. 
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Sbc.  11.  Ami  (h-  Ufurlh/*r  erutctrd^  That  of  any  other  moneys  which  have  accrued, 
or  shall  hereafter  accrue,  as  interest  upon  the  said  Smithsonian  fund,  not  herein 
appropriated  or  not  retjuired  for  the  purposes  herein  provided,  the  said  managers 
are  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  disposal  as  they  shall  deem  best  suited  for  the 
promotion  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sbc.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  is  reserved  to  Congress  the  right  of 
altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act:  JVo- 
videdf  That  no  contract  or  individual  right  made  or  acquired  under  such  provisions 
shall  ]>e  thereby  divested  or  impaired. 

Your  committee  further  report  that  though  they  do  not  consider 
it  in  strictness  a  part  of  their  duty  to  refer  to  the  purchases  of  stocks 
which  Congress  has  seen  fit  to  make  with  the  money  paid  into  the 
Treasury  as  the  Smithsonian  fund,  yet  they  have  inquired  into  the 
present  condition  of  these  investments  and  make  the  following  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  same,  that  the  House,  by  its  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means  or  otherwise,  may,  if  it  see  fit,  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  adopting  measures  for  the  ultimate  arrangement  of  these 
debts. 

There  was  invested,  as  by  reference  to  Tables  A,  B,  and  C,  in  House 
Doc.  No.  14:2,  Twenty-eighth  Congress,  first  session,  will  more  fully 
appear,  upward  of  half  a  million  in  Arkansas  bonds;  upward  of 
$50,000  in  Illinois  bonds,  and  a  few  smaller  sums  in  Ohio,  Michigan, 
and  United  States  stocks. 

On  these  stocks,  up  to  December  31,  1843,  as  appears  also  in  the 
report  al)ove  referred  to,  interest  was  paid  except — 

Balance  of  interest  then  due  and  unpaid. 

By  the  State  of— 

Arkansas $75, 687. 84 

Michigan 480.00 

Illinois 3,360.00 

Total  interest  due  and  unpaid  December  31,  1843 79, 627. 84 

By  a  statement  received  by  your  committee  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  they  learn  that,  since  December  31,  1843,  there  has  been 
carried  into  the  Treasury,  on  acxjount  of  interest  due  by  these  States, 
the  sum  of  1^19,100.25,  and  that  the  entire  amount  of  interest  due  and 
unpaid  at  the  close  of  last  year  had  increased  as  follows: 

Balance  ({f  interest  due  and  unpaid  up  to  Decemljcr  SI,  1846. 

By  the  State  of— 

Arkansas $130, 841. 52 

Illinois 1,680.00 

Michigan 180.07 

Total  interest  on  stocks  purchased  with  the  Smithsonian  fund, 
due  and  unpaid  December  31 ,  1845 132, 701. 59 
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What  measures,  if  any,  it  may  be  expedient  to  adopt  in  regard  to 
the  back  interest,  or  to  the  sale  of  all  or  any  of  these  stocks,  they  have* 
not  considered  it  their  province  to  inquire. 

And  your  conmiittee  recommend  to  the  House  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolvedy  That  this  report  be  printed;  that  the  substitute  herewith  reported  by 
them  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  be 
printed  separately  in  the  form  of  a  bill;  and  that  the  same  be  made  the  special  order 
of  the  day  for  the  second  Tuesday  in  April  next. 

AprH  21  184e^Hou8e. 

Mr.  John  Quinctt  Adams  proposed  the  following  amendment  to  the 
bill  (H.  6)  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution:  Strike  out  the  pre- 
amble, and  all  except  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert: 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested,  by  the  use  of  suitable  means 
of  moral  suasion,  and  no  others,  to  obtain  from  the  governments  of  the  States  of 
Arkansas,  Illinois,  and  Michigan  payment  of  the  arrears  of  interest  due  from  the 
said  States  to  the  United  States,  and  the  interest  thereafter,  and  the  principal  as  it 
shall  become  due,  according  to  the  promises  on  the  face  of  the  l>ond8  given  by  the 
said  States  for  moneys  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson,  a  benevolent  Englishman,  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  special  purpose  of  founding  at  the  city  of  AVash- 
ington  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  which 
bluest  was,  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  first  of  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  accepted,  with  a  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  United  States  that  it  should 
be  appUed  to  the  purposes  prescribed  by  the  testator. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  when  payment  shall  have  been  obtained 
from  the  said  States  of  Arkansas,  Illinois,  and  Michigan  of  the  arrears  of  interest  due 
on  their  said  bonds.  Congress  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  appropriate  said  sums  of 
interest  so  recovered,  together  with  the  interest  hitherto  received,  or  hereafter  to  be 
received,  until  the  time  of  making  such  appropriations,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall 
deem  suited  to  redeem  the  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  funds  of  the  bequest  of  the  said  James  Smithson  to  the  specific  purpose 
prescribed  by  the  testator. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  imtil  the  arrears  of  interest  due  by  the  said 
States  of  Arkansas,  Illinois,  and  Michigan  to  the  United  States  upon  their  said 
respective  bonds  shall  have  been  received  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  no 
appropriation  shall  be  made  by  Congress,  chargeable  upon  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  purposes  prescribed  by  the  testator,  James  Smithson, 
for  the  disposal  of  his  bequest. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  within  the  first  thirty  days  of  each  and  every 
successive  session  of  Congress  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
report  to  Congress  the  then  actual  state  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  particularly 
the  amount  of  arrears  of  interest  due  upon  the  said  bonds  of  the  States  of  Arkansas, 
Illinois,  and  Michigan,  together  with  copies  of  all  correspondence,  showing  the  result 
of  the  means  of  moral  suasion  used  during  the  preceding  year  to  obtain  payment  of 
the  said  arrears  of  interest,  and  the  said  annual  reports  shall  be  printed  for  the 
information  of  the  people. 

Committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
April  22,  1846— House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  John  W.  Davis)  announced  the  special  order  of 
the  day  to  be  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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Mr.  R.  D.  Owen  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  invited  to  the  chair  Mr.  Seaborn  Jones,  who  excused 
himself  on  the  ground  that  he  had  but  a  limited  acquaintance  with  the 
members. 

Mr.  Armistead  Burt,  having  then  been  addressed  by  the  Speaker, 
accepted  the  invitation. 

Whereupon  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  (Mr.  Burt,  of  South  Carolina,  in  the  chair), 
and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ^^A  bill  to  estab- 
lish the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men.'" 

The  bill,  having  been  read  through,  was  taken  up  by  sections;  and 
the  first  section  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  G.  W.  Jones  moved 
that  the  said  section  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Owen  said:  We  have  been  unfortunate,  in  this  country,  in  the 
administration  of  legacies  bequeathed  by  benevolent  men  for  the 
improvement  of  our  race.  Of  the  noble  Girard  fund,  three-quarters 
of  a  million  of  dollars  are  lost  forever,  and  though  half  a  generation 
has  passed  away  since  the  eccentric  Philadelphian  died,  not  one  child 
has  yet  reaped  the  benefit  of  his  munificent  bequest.  A  temple  has 
indeed  arisen  that  outshines  Greece  and  her  Parthenon;  its  sumptuous 
Corinthian  pillars,  each  one  costing  a  sum  that  would  have  endowed  a 
professorship,  are  the  admimtion  of  beholders  and  the  boast  of  the 
Quaker  City;  but  years  must  yet  elapse  before  the  first  son  of  indi- 
gence can  ascend  the  steps  of  that  princely  portico  and  sit  down  within 
those  marble  halls  to  receive  the  education  for  which  its  simple  and 
unostentatious  founder  sought  to  provide. 

Yet  it  is  not  for  us  of  this  National  Legislature  to  arraign,  as  dila- 
tory, the  corporation  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  sixteen  ye^rs  since  James 
Smithson  died,  leaving  to  the  United  States  the  reversion  of  more 
than  half  a  million  of  dollars,  to  found,  in  this  District,  an  institution 
''for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  It  will 
be  ten  years  on  the  1st  of  July  next  since  this  Government  solemnly 
accepted  the  trust  created  by  Mr.  Smithson's  will.  It  will  be  eight 
yeara  next  September  since  the  money  was  obtained  from  the  English 
court  of  chancery  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
And  yet,  though  distinguished  men  have  moved  in  this  matter,  though 
projects  have  been  brought  forward  and  discussed  in  Congress,  there 
has  till  this  day  been  no  final  action;  the  first  human  being  has  yet  to 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest;  the  corner  stone  of  the 
first  building  has  yet  to  be  laid,  in  fulfillment  of  the  intentions  of  the 
philanthropic  testator. 

Small  encouragement  is  there  in  such  tardiness  as  this  to  others  as 
wealthy  and  as  liberal  as  Smithson  and  Girard  to  follow  their  noble 


334  0ONGBE88IONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

example;  small  encouragement  to  such  men  to  intrust  to  our  care 
bequests  for  human  improvement.  Due  diligence  is  one  of  the  duties 
of  a  faithful  trustee.  Has  Congress  in  its  conduct  of  this  sacred  trus- 
teeship used  due  diligence?  Have  its  members  realized  in  the  depths 
of  their  hearts  its  duties  and  their  urgent  importance?  Or  has  not  the 
language  of  our  legislative  action  rather  been  but  this:  ''The  Smith- 
sonian fund?  Ah,  true;  that's  well  thought  of.  One  forgets  these 
small  matters.  We  ought  certainly  to  attend  to  it  one  of  these  days, 
if  we  could  only  find  time."  We  are  as  the  guests  in  the  parable 
bidden  to  the  marriage  feast:  "'I  have  married  a  wife,  and  therefore  I 
can  not  come. "  ''I  have  bought  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  must  needs  remain 
at  home  to  prove  them."  Let  us  see  to  it  that  the  condemnation  passed 
upon  their  paltry  excuses  fall  not  with  double  force  upon  our  supine- 
ness  in  this  thing. 

There  are  those  among  the  strict  constructionists  of  the  House  who 
will  vote  to  return  this  fund  to  the  British  court  of  chancery,  alleg- 
ing that  we  have  no  constitutional  power  to  receive  or  to  administer 
it.  I  suppose,  judging  from  the  tenor  of  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  G.  W.  Jones],  that  he  will  so  vote. 

Mr.  Jones.  I  certainly  shall. 

Mr.  Owen.  Well,  sir,  though  I  share  not  the  gentleman's  constitu- 
tional scruples,  yet  I,  too,  if  action  in  this  matter  be  much  longer 
delayed,  shall  join  in  a  vote  to  send  back  the  money  to  the  country 
whence  it  came.  There  is  not  common  honesty  in  a  man  who  shall  receive 
a  trust  fund,  even  for  an  object  the  most  indifferent,  and  then  keep  the 
money  in  his  hands  without  applying  it  according  to  the  will  of  the 
legator.  What,  then,  shall  we  say  of  a  great  Government  that  accepts, 
solemnly  accepts  before  God  and  man,  a  bequest  for  a  purpose  sacred 
and  holy,  if  any  such  purpose  there  be  upon  earth,  and  then,  indolent 
or  indifferent,  so  braves  the  just  censure  of  the  world,  so  disappoints 
the  generous  confidence  reposed  in  it,  as  to  negle(^t  and  postpone  year 
after  year  every  measure  for  the  administration  of  that  bequest  ? 

Delay  is  denial.  We  have  no  more  right  to  put  off  throughout 
long  years  the  appropriation  of  such  a  fund  than  we  have  to  direct  it 
to  our  own  private  purposes.  Nonuse  works  forfeiture  as  surely  as 
misuse.  Mr.  Richard  Rush,  through  whose  agency  the  fund  was 
realized  and  remitted  to  this  country,  in  a  paper  read  two  years  ago 
before  the  National  Institute,  remarks  that  if  this  delav  of  action  had 
been  anticipated  by  the  English  chancery  judges,  it  ''might  have  fore- 
stalled the  decree  in  our  favor  in  the  unrestricted  manner  in  which  it 
was  made."     He  adds: 

It  is  at  least  known  that  the  English  court  oif  chancery  is  slow  to  jmrt  with  tnuit 
funds  under  any  ordinary  circumstances  without  full  security  that  they  will  not  be 
diverted  from  their  object  or  suffered  to  languish  in  neglect.  That  tribunal  asked 
no  such  security  from  the  Unite<l  States.  It  would  havt;  implied  the  possibility  of 
lach(*8  in  the  high  trustee.     (Paper  read  April  8,  1844.) 
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Thus  we  are  not  legally  accountable.  The  heavier,  for  that  very 
reason,  is  our  moral  responsibility.  The  gambler,  beyond  the  pale  of 
the  law,  commonly  retains  honor  enough  to  meet  his  promises.  We 
have  less  than  the  gambler's  honor  if,  sheltered  behind  our  sovereignty, 
we  take  advantage  of  the  impunity  it  affords  and  become  unfaithful  to 
a  high  and  imperative  duty. 

I  impute  not  to  an  American  Congress — I  attribute  not  to  any  of 
my  fellow-members — ^the  deliberate  intention  to  neglect  the  objects  of 
this  trust.  There  is,  doubtless  there  always  has  been,  a  right  feeling 
on  this  subject.  The  just  cause  of  complaint  is  that  this  right  feeling, 
like  man}^  other  good  intentions  in  this  world,  has  never  ripened  into 
action.  '^When  you  feel  nobly  and  intend  well,  go  and  do  some- 
thing! Do  some  good;  it  avails  nothing  merely  to  think  about  it.'' 
Such  were  the  words  pronounced  from  yonder  desk  by  a  teacher 
whose  impressive  eloquence  recently  filled  this  hall.  I  thought  of  the 
Smithsonian  bequest  when  I  heard  them. 

Nor  is  it  difficult  to  distinguish  the  reason,  though  it  furnish  no 
sufficient  apology  for  this  prolonged  inaction.  It  is  to  be  ascribed, 
though  in  part  to  indifference,  yet  chiefly  to  the  difficulty  of  selecting 
between  various  and  conflicting  plans.  The  words  of  the  will,  liberal 
and  comprehensive,  do  not  indicate  the  specific  mode  in  which  the 
intentions  of  the  testator  shall  be  carried  into  effect.  Mr.  Smithson 
left  the  whole  of  his  property,  failing  certain  relatives,  and  an  old 
servant  (now  all  deceased)  '*  to  the  United  States  of  America;  to  found 
at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an 
establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men." 

^'  An  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 

men.""    These  are  the  words,  and  the  only  words,  that  remain  to  us  as 

a  guide  in  framing  a  Smithsonian  bill;  our  sole  guide;  unless,  indeed, 

we  are  to  summon,  as  a  commentary  on  the  text  of  the  will,  and  an 

additional  indication  of  the  probable  intentions  of  Mr.  Smithson,  such 

particulars  as  have  reached  us  touching  his  private  character  and 

habits.     These  are  very  scanty.     Mr.  Rush  says: 

What  I  have  heard  and  may  confide  in  amounts  to  this:  That  he  was,  in  fact,  the 
natural  son  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland;  that  his  mother  was  a  Mrs.  Macie,  of 
an  ancient  family  in  Wiltshire,  of  the  name  of  Hungerford;  that  he  was  educated  at 
Oxford,  where  he  took  an  honorary  degree  in  1786;  that  he  does  not  appear  to  have 
any  fixed  home,  living  in  lodgings  while  iu  London,  and  occasionally  staying  a  year 
or  tw^o  at  a  time  in  cities  on  the  Continent,  as  Paris,  Berlin,  Florence,  Genoa,  at  which 
last  he  <lied;  and  that  the  ample  provision  made  for  him  by  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland, with  retired  and  simple  habits,  enabled  him  to  accumulate  the  fortune 
which  now  passes  to  the  United  States.  (House  Report  277,  Twenty-dxth  Congrees, 
first  session,  p.  99. ) 

Mr.  Rush  further  says: 

He  interested  himself  little  in  questions  of  government,  being  devoted  to  science, 
and  chiefly  chemistry.  This  had  introduce<i  him  to  the  society  of  Cavendish,  Wol- 
laHtim,  and  others  advantageously  known  to  the  Royal  Society  in  London,  of  which 
he  was  a  member.     (Ibid. ) 
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In  a  Memoir  of  the  Scientific  Character  and  Researches  of  James 
Smithson,  prepared  two  years  ago  by  Professor  Johnson,  of  Philadel- 
phia, there  are  enumerated  twenty -four  papers  or  treatises  by  Smithson, 
published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  and  other  scientific 
journals  of  the  day,  containing  contributions  chiefly  to  the  sciences  of 
mineralogy,  geology,  and,  more  especially,  mineral  chemistry.  Some 
of  these  contain  acute  suggestions  regarding  geological  theories,  since 
confirmed  by  more  modern  observation;  others  evince  the  minute 
care  and  accuracy  demanded  by  quantitative  analysis;  while  one  or 
two,  of  a  more  humble  chai^acter,  show  that  the  man  of  science  dis- 
dained not  to  apply  his  knowledge  to  common  things,  even  to  the 
details  of  domestic  economy.  In  the  Annals  of  Philosophy,  volume 
xxii,  page  30,  he  has  a  brief  tract  on  the  "  method  of  making  coffee.'' 
It  contains  the  following  excellent  observation: 

In  all  cases  means  of  economy  tend  to  augment  and  diffuse  comfort  and  happinees. 
They  bring  within  the  reach  of  many  what  wasteful  proceedings  confines  to  the  few. 
By  diminishing  expenditure  on  one  article,  they  allow  some  other  enjoyment  which 
was  before  unattainable. 

Even  in  a  trifle  like  this  we  may  trace  the  utilitarian  simplicity  and 
practical  benevolence  of  James  Smithson. 

The  will  determines  the  name  of  the  institution,  and  renders  imper- 
ative its  location  at  Washington.  It  decides  also  that  a  Smithsonian 
Institution  shall  have  two  distinct  objects;  one  to  increase  the  sum  of 
human  knowledge,  the  other  to  aid  in  its  diffusion:  for  we  can  not 
imagine  the  terms  to  have  been  employed  as  synonymous.  From  the 
character  of  the  testator's  pursuits  we  may  fairly  infer,  further,  that 
a  Smithsonian  bill,  framed  in  accordance  with  the  evident  intentions  of 
Smithson  himself,  must  include  the  natural  sciences,  and  especially 
chemistry,  together  with  their  application  to  the  useful  arts  of  life, 
among  the  branches  of  knowledge  to  be  increased  and  diffused.  And 
as  his  own  habits  were  frugal  and  unostentatious,  so,  in  all  its  details, 
should  be  the  institution  that  bears  his  name. 

Suffer  me  now  briefly  to  pass  in  review  the  history  of  our  legislative 
proceedings  in  this  matter. 

The  money  was  paid  into  the  United  States  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of 
September,  1838.  On  the  6th  of  December,  of  the  same  year,  Presi- 
dent Van  Buren  sent  a  message  to  Congress,  informing  that  body  that 
he  had  in  July,  1838,  directed  the  Secretary  of  State  "to  apply  to 
persons  versed  in  science,  and  familiar  with  the  subject  of  public  edu- 
cation, as  to  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  fund  best  calculated  to  meet 
the  intentions  of  the  testator,  and  prove  most  beneficial  to  mankind. *' 

From  the  wording  of  this  message  we  may  infer  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
considered  the  advancement  of  science  and  of  public  education  the 
proper  object  of  a  Smithsonian  Institution. 

He  communicated  to  Congress  the  replies  received.    A  brief  abstract 
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of  the  more  important  of  these  may  be  useful  and  interesting  at  this 
time. 

Professor  Wayland  proposed  a  university  of  a  high  grade  to  teach 
Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  and  the  Oriental  languages,  together  with  a 
long  list  of  other  branches,  including  rhetoric  and  poetry,  intellectual 
philosophy,  the  law  of  nations,  etc.  A  bill  substantially  based  upon 
this  recommendation  was  introduced  in  1839  into  the  Senate;  and,  on 
the  26th  of  February  of  that  year,  after  full  debate,  was  laid 'on  the 
table  by  a  vote  of  20  to  16. 

Dr.  Cooper  proposed  a  university,  to  be  opened  only  to  graduates 
of  other  colleges,  to  teach  the  higher  branches  of  mathematics,  includ- 
ing its  application  to  astronomy,  chemistry,  etc. ;  also,  the  principles 
of  botan}'^  and  agriculture.  No  Latin  or  Greek;  no  mere  literature; 
no  medicine  or  law.  The  above  recommendations  in  regard  to  botany 
and  agriculture,  and  also  those  excluding  the  learned  languages  and 
professions,  have  been  adopted  in  the  present  Smithsonian  bill. 

Mr.  Richard  Rush  propose<l  a  building,  with  grounds  attached  suffi- 
cient to  reproduce  seeds  and  plants  for  distribution;  a  press  to  print 
lecturer,  etc. ;  courses  of  lectures  on  the  leading  branches  of  physical 
and  moral  science  and  on  government  and  public  law;  the  salaries  to 
be  ample  enough  to  command  the  best  men  and  admit  of  the  exclusive 
devotion  of  their  time  to  the  studies  and  investigations  of  their  posts; 
the  lectures,  when  delivered,  to  be  the  property  of  the  Institution  for 
publication.  Most  of  these  recommendations  are  adopted  in  the  bill 
before  you.  Mr.  Rush  also  made  the  excellent  suggestion  that  con- 
suls and  other  United  States  officers  might  greatly  aid  the  Institution 
by  collecting  and  sending  home  useful  information  and  valuable  speci- 
mens from  abroad. 

The  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams],  who  has 
labored  in  this  good  cause  with  more  zeal  and  perseverance  than  any 
other  man,  expressed  in  his  reply  the  opinion  that  no  part  of  the  fund 
should  be  devoted  ^Ho  the  endowment  of  any  school,  college,  univer- 
sity, or  ecclesiastical  establishment; "  and  he  proposed  to  employ  seven 
years'  income  of  the  fund  in  the  CvStablishment  of  an  observatory,  with 
instruments  and  a  small  library.  This  proposal  was  afterwards,  at  no 
less  than  four  different  sessions,  incorporated  in  a  bill,  but  failed  on 
these  occasions  among  the  unfinished  business.  1  believe  I  am  author- 
ized in  saying  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  that,  inasmuch 
as  these  his  intentions  have  been  since  otherwise  carried  out,  and  as 
we  have  already  in  this  District  a  Government  observatory,  at  least 
equal  in  everything  but  the  experience  of  its  observers  to  the  Royal 
Observatory  at  Greenwich,  he  has  ceased  to  press  that  proposal. 

Though  the  plan  actually  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts was  restricted  for  some  years  to  an  observatory,  he  yet  recog- 
H.  Doc.  732 22 
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nized,  as  in  accordance  with  the  language  of  the  bequest,  "the  improve- 
ment of  all  the  arts  and  sciences."    In  a  report  made  in  1840  he  adds: 

A  botanical  garden,  a  cabinet  of  natoral  history,  a  museum  of  mineralogy,  conch- 
ology,  or  geology,  a  general  accumulating  library,  are  undoubtedly  included  within 
the  comprehensive  grasp  of  Mr.  Smithson's  design.  (House  Report  No.  277,  Twenty- 
sixth  Congress,  first  session,  p.  18. ) 

These  various  objects  are  all  embraced  in  the  bill  which  has  been 
reported  to  the  House.  The  gentleman  also  recommended  that  the 
original  fund  (it  is  about  $515,000)  be  preserved  unimpaired  and  that 
yearly  appropriations  be  made  from  the  accruing  interest  only  (which 
will  amount  on  the  1st  of  July  next  to  about  $242,000),  a  feature 
which  has  been  incorporated,  I  believe,  in  every  Smithsonian  bill  here- 
tofore submitted  to  Congress.  The  restrictions  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  have  been  so  far  retained  in  the  present 
bill  as  to  exclude  from  the  Institution  "any  school  of  law,  medicine, 
or  divinity,  or  any  professorship  of  ancient  languages." 

At  the  last  session  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  other  branch  by 
Senator  Tappan.  Its  plan  included  an  experimental  farm,  botanical 
garden  and  conservatories,  cabinets  of  natural  history,  a  chemical 
laboratory,  a  library  with  an  annual  appropriation  not  exceeding 
$5,000,  scientific  lectureships,  and  an  establishment  for  printing  scien- 
tific tracts  and  other  useful  treatises,  all  instruction  to  be  gratuitous. 

This  bill  was  subsequently  so  amended  by  the  Senate  that  the  lec- 
tures were  restricted  to  a  course  or  courses  to  be  delivered  during  the 
session  of  Congress,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $5,000  annually,  and 
the  printing  to  a  publication  of  these  lectures,  while  the  annual  appro- 
priation for  a  library  was  to  be  "not  less  than  $20,000." 

The  experimental  farm,  botanical  garden,  and  conservatories,  as 
well  as  the  museum,  laboratory,  and  scientific  cabinets,  were  nomi- 
nally retained;  but  how  these  were  to  be  supported,  considering  that 
at  least  two-thirds  of  the  entire  income  was  annually  to  be  spent  on 
the  library,  does  not  very  clearly  appear. 

This  library  plan,  as  it  was  commonly  called,  passed  the  Senate  and 
reached  our  House.  An  amendment  or  substitute,  nearlv  similar  to 
the  present  bill,  was  substituted  by  myself  and  printed;  but  in  the 
hurry  of  a  short  session  the  whole  matter  was  left  once  more  among 
the  unfinished  business. 

As  this  Senate  bill  is  the  only  one  establishing  a  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution that  has  yet  passed  either  branch  of  Congress,  its  principal  fea- 
ture demands  our  deliberate  and  respectful  consideration. 

The  library  contemplated  by  this  bill,  it  was  expressly  provided, 
was  to  be  "of  the  largest  class  of  libraries  now  in  the  world."  We 
shall  better  understand  both  the  object  and  the  cost  of  this  proposal 
by  taking  as  a  commentary  thereon  some  of  the  remarks  with  which 
it  was  introduced  by  its  author,  then  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
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other  branch,  but  no  longer  there  to  adorn  its  debates  with  the  gay 
flowers  of  his  brilliant  eloquence. 

He  obje<5ted  to  limiting  the  cost  of  the  library  building  to  $100,000, 
seeing,  as  he  reminded  the  Senate,  that  the  "largest  class"  of  public 
libraries  contain  from  a  quarter  of  a  million  to  upward  of  a  half  a 
million  of  volumes.     He  said: 

Twenty  thousaud  dollars  a  year  for  twenty-five  years  are  $500,000;  and  $500,000 
directly  expended,  not  by  a  bibliomaniac,  but  by  a  man  of  sense  and  reading, 
thoroughly  instructed  in  bibliography,  would  go  far,  very  far,  toward  the  pun'hase 
of  as  good  a  library  as  Europe  can  boast.  (Speech  of  Senator  Choate,  January  8, 
1845.) 

He  adds,  a  little  further  on,  that  "such  a  step  taken,  we  should 
never  leave  the  work  unfinished;"  and  that  when  finished,  it  would 
*' rival  anything  civilization  has  ever  had  to  show." 

He  argues  of  the  value  and  importance  of  such  a  library  after  this 
wise: 

I  do  not  know  that  of  all  the  printed  books  in  the  world  we  have  in  this  country 
more  than  50,000  different  works.  The  consequence  has  ))een  felt  and  lamente<l  by 
all  our  authors  and  all  our  scholars.  It  haa  often  l)een  said  that  (Gibbon's  History 
could  not  have  l)een  written  here  for  want  of  books.  I  suppose  that  Hallam's  Mid- 
dle Ages,  and  his  Introduction  to  the  Literature  of  Europe  could  not.  Irving's 
Columbus  was  written  in  Spain;  Wheaton's  Northmen  prepared  to  be  written  in 
Copenhagen.  See  how  this  inadequate  supply  operates.  An  American  mind  kindles 
with  a  subject;  it  enters  on  an  investigation  with  a  spirit  and  ability  worthy  of  the 
most  splendid  atthievement;  goes  a  little  way;  finds  that  a  dozen  books — one  book, 
perhaps — is  indispensable,  which  can  not  ]ye  found  this  side  of  Grottingen  or  Oxford; 
it  tires  of  the  pursuit,  or  abandons  it  altogether,  etc. 

And  the  Senator  branches  off,  in  his  own  brilliant  style,  into  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  value  and  importance  of  such  a  library:  "A  vast  store- 
house," says  he;  ^'a  vast  treasury  of  all  the  facts  which  make  up  the 
history  of  man  and  of  nature;  *  *  *  a  silent,  yet  wise  and  eloquent 
teacher;  dead,  yet  speaking;  not  dead!  for  Milton  has  told  as:  'A  good 
book  is  not  absolutely  a  dend  thing — the  precious  lifeblood,  rather,  of 
a  master  spirit;  a  seasoned  life  of  man,  embalmed  and  treasured  up, 
on  purpose  to  a  life  beyond  life."' 

If  the  (juestion  were  between  a  li})i'ary  and  no  library,  between 
books  and  no  books,  the  lan^ua<^e  thus  employed,  fervid  as  it  is, 
would  be  all  insufficient  to  shadow  forth  the  towering  magnitude  of 
the  subject.  John  Faust — if,  indeed,  to  thc^  goldsmith  of  Mentz  the 
world  owe  the  art  of  typesetting — conferred  on  his  rac<»  a  greater  boon 
than  ever  before  did  living  man.  There  is  no  comparison  to  be  made 
between  the  effects  of  the  art  of  printing  and  these  of  any  other  dis- 
covery put  forth  })y  human  wit.  There  is  nothing  to  which  to  liken 
it.  It  was  a  general  gaol  delivery  of  the  thoughts  of  the  world.  It 
was  a  sending  forth  of  these  winged  messengers,  hitherto  bound  down 
each  in  his  own  narrow  sphere,  emancipated,  over  the  earth.     And 
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that  was  the  great  day,  not  of  intellect  only,  but  of  freedom  also. 
Then  was  struck  the  heaviest  blow  against  lawgiving  for  the  mind. 
The  Strombolean  Cave  was  opened;  the  long-pent  winds  of  opinion 
set  free;  and  no  edict-fmming  -ZEk)lu8  could  crib  and  confine  them  to 
their  prison  house  again. 

Yes  1  well  might  Faust  incur  the  charge  of  demonocracy  I  For  almost 
to  the  letter  has  his  wondrous  ci*aft  realized  in  our  day  the  fables  of 
eastern  romance.  Draw  a  chair  before  your  library  and  you  have 
obtained  the  magical  carpet  of  the  Arabian  tale;  you  are  transported 
at  a  wish  farther  than  to  Africa's  deserts  or  India's  groves — not  to 
other  climes  only,  but  to  other  times  also.  The  speaking  page  intro- 
duces you  not  to  your  cotemporaries  alone,  but  to  your  ancestors 
through  centuries  past.  The  best  and  the  wisest  of  former  generations 
are  summoned  to  your  presence.  In  books  exists  the  bygone  world. 
By  books  we  come  into  contact  with  the  mankind  of  former  ages.  By 
books  we  travel  among  ancient  nations,  visit  tribes  long  since  extinct, 
and  are  made  familiar  with  manners  that  have  yielded  centuries  ago 
to  the  innovating  influences  of  time.  Contracted  indeed  is  his  mental 
horizon,  limited  his  sphere  of  comparison,  whose  fancy  has  never  lived 
among  the  sages  and  heroes  of  the  olden  time,  to  listen  to  their  teaqh- 
ings,  and  to  learn  from  their  achievements. 

As  far  as  the  farthest,  then,  will  1  go  in  his  estimate  of  the  bless- 
ings which  the  art  of  printing  has  conferred  upon  man.  But  such 
reasoning  bears  not  on  the  proposal  embraced  in  the  Senate  bill.  It 
substantiates  not  at  all  the  propriety  of  spending  half  a  million,  or  two, 
or  three  half  millions  of  dollars,  to  rival  the  bibliomaniacs  of  Paris 
and  of  Munich. 

A  Library  of  Congress  we  already  have;  a  library  of  forty  or  fifty 
thousand  volumes;  a  library  increasing  at  the  rate  of  one  or  two 
thousand  volumes  a  year.  The  Smithsonian  bill  before  you  per- 
mits, in  addition,  an  expenditure  not  exceeding  $10,000  a  year  for  this 
object.  Say  that  but  half  that  sum  is  annually  expended  by  the 
managers;  and  still,  in  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  the  two  libra- 
ries will  probably  number  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  thousand  vol- 
umes. Are  there  a  100,000  in  the  world  worth  reading?  I  doubt  it 
much.  Are  there  4,000  volumes  published  yearly  worth  buying! 
I  do  not  believe  there  are.  A  small  garner  suffices  to  store  the 
wheat;  it  is  the  chaff  that  is  bulky  and  fills  up  the  storehouse.  Books 
are  like  wealth.  An  income  we  must  have  to  live;  a  certain  amount 
of  income  to  live  in  comfort.  Beyond  a  certain  income  the  power 
of  wealth  to  purchase  comfort,  or  even  wholesome  luxury,  ceases 
altogether.  How  much  more  of  true  comfort  is  there  in  a  fortune 
of  a  million  of  dollars  than  in  one  of  fifty  or,  say,  a  hundred  thou- 
sand? If  more  there  be,  the  excess  is  hardly  appreciable;  the  burden 
and  cares  of  a  millionaire  outweigh  it  tenfold.     And  so  also  of  these 
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vast  and  bloated  book-gatherings  that  sleep  in  dust  and  cobwebs  on 
the  library  shelves  of  European  monarchies.  Up  to  a  judicious  selec- 
tion of  thirty,  fifty,  a  hundred  thousand  volumes,  if  you  will,  how 
vast — ^yea,  how  priceless — is  the  intellectual  wealth!  From  one  to  five 
hundred  thousand,  what  do  we  gain?  Nothing?  That  would  not  be 
true;  *a  goblet  emptied  into  the  Pacific  adds  to  the  mass  of  its  waters. 
But  if  within  these  limits  we  set  down  one  book  out  of  a  hundred  as 
worth  the  money  it  costs,  we  are  assuredly  making  too  liberal  an 
estimate. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  not  to  stretch  these  strictures  beyond  their  precise 
application.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  judge  slightingly  the  learning 
of  the  past.  We  find  shining  forth  from  the  dark  mass  of  ancient  lit- 
erature gems  of  rare  }>eauty  and  value,  unequaled,  even  to-day,  in 
purity  and  tnith.  But  then,  also,  what  clouds  of  idle  verbiage!  What 
loads  of  ostentatious  te^^hnicalities!  It  is  but  of  late  years  that  even 
the  disciple  of  science  has  deigned  to  simplify  and  translate;  formerly 
his  great  object  seems  to  have  been  to  obscure  and  mystify.  The 
satirist,  in  sketching  an  individual  variety,  has  aptly  described  the 
species,  when  he  says: 

The  wise  men  of  Egypt  were  aa  secret  as  dummies, 

And  even  when  they  most  condescended  to  teach, 
They  pai^ked  up  their  meaning,  as  they  did  their  mummies. 

In  so  many  wrappers,  'twas  out  of  one's  reach. 

But  there  are  such  noble  enterprises  as  those  of  Gibbon  and  Hallam, 
valuable  to  all;  doubly  valuable  to  the  moralist  and  statesman.  And 
in  regard  to  such  it  is  argued  that  if  one  of  our  own  scholars,  fired 
with  generous  ambition  to  rival  the  historians  of  the  Old  World,  enters 
on  such  a  task,  he  may  find  that  a  dozen,  or  perhaps  a  single  book, 
necessary  for  reference,  ''can  not  be  found  this  side  of  Gottingen  or 
Oxford."  Suppose  he  does,  what  is  the  remedy?  A  very  simple  one 
suggests  itself:  that  he  should  order,  through  an  importer  of  foreign 
books,  the  particular  work  which  he  lacks.  To  save  him  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  so  doing,  the  friends  of  the  mammoth  library  scheme 
propose — what?  That  we  should  begin  by  expending  half  a  million 
of  dollars,  which  would  ^'go  far  toward  the  purchase  of  as  good  a 
library  as  Europe  can  boast;"  that  ''such  a  step  taken,  we  should 
never  leave  the  work  unfinished;"  and  that,  when  finished,  it  would 
"rival  anything  (civilization  has  ever  had  to  show." 

It  is  prudent  before  we  enter  this  rivalship  to  count  its  cost. 
Without  seeking  to  reach  the  700,000  volumes  of  the  Parisian  library 
let  iLS  suppose  we  try  for  the  half  million  of  volumes  that  form  the 
boast  of  Munich,  or  fill  up  the  shelves  of  the  Bodleian.  Our  librarian 
informs  me  that  the  present  Congressional  Library  (certainly  not  one 
of  the  most  expensive)  has  cost  upwards  of  (3  a  volume;  its  binding 
alone  has  averaged  over  a  dollar  a  volume.    The  same  works  could  be 
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purchased  now,  it  is  true,  much  more  cheaply;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  rare  old  books  and  curious  manuscripts  necessary  to  complete  a 
library  of  the  largest  class  would  raise  the  avei-age.  Assuming,  then, 
the  above  rate,  a  rival  of  the  Munich  library  would  cost  us  a  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars;  its  binding  alone  would  amount  to  a  sum  equal 
to  the  entire  Smithsonian  fund  as  originally  remitted  to  us  'from 
England. 

And  thus  not  only  the  entire  legacy,  which  we  have  promised  to 
expend  so  that  it  shall  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge  among  men,  is 
to  be  squandered  in  this  idle  and  bootless  rivalry,  but  thousands  on 
thousands  must  be  added  to  finish  the  work — from  what  source  to  be 
derived,  let  its  advocates  inform  us.  And  when  we  have  spent  thrioe 
the  amount  of  Smithson's  original  bequest  on  the  project  we  shall 
have  the  satisfaction  of  believing  that  we  may  possibly  have  saved  to 
some  worthy  scholar  a  hundred,  or  perchance  a  few  hundred  dollars, 
which  otherwise  he  must  have  spent  to  obtain  from  Europe  half  a 
dozen  valuable  works  of  reference! 

But  there  are  other  reasons  urged  for  this  appropriation  of  the 
Smithsonian  fund. 

There  is  Bomething  to  point  to  if  you  should  be  asked  to  account  for  it  unexpect- 
edly; and  8(Hnething  to  point  to  if  a  traveler  should  taunt  you  with  the  collectioDS 
which  he  has  seen  abroad,  and  which  gild  and  recommend  the  absolutisms  of  Vienna 
or  St.  Petersbui^.     (Senator  Choate's  speech,  as  above. ) 

This  purchasing  of  a  reply  to  some  silly  traveler's  idle  taunts  at 
a  cost  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  including  a  fund  sacredly 
pledged  to  human  improvement,  seems  to  me  a  somewhat  costly  and 
unscrupulous  mode  of  gratifying  national  vanity.  It  is  ineffectual, 
too,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  add  a  few  millions  more  to  buy  up,  if 
money  could  buy,  the  means  of  reply  to  other  taunts,  quite  as  just 
and  quite  as  likely  to  be  cast  up  to  us.     There  is  the  Vatican,  with  it 

Statues  but  known  from  shapes  of  the  earth, 
By  being  too  lovely  for  mortal  birth. 

There  is  the  Florence  gallery,  with  its — 


Paintings,  whose  colors  of  life  were  caught 
From  the  fairy  tints  in  the  rainbow  wrought — 

images  of  beauty,  living  conceptions  of  grandeur,  refining,  cultivating, 
elevating — worth  all  the  musty  manuscripts  of  Oxford  ten  times  told! 
How  are  we  to  escape  the  imputation  that  our  rude  land  can  show  no 
such  triumphs  of  art  as  these?  Are  we  to  follow  Bonaparte^s  planf 
Are  we  to  carry  war  into  the  land  of  the  olive  and  the  vine,  and 
enrich  this  city  as  the  French  Emperor  did  his  capital  with  the  artis- 
tical  spoils  of  the  world?  Unless  we  adopt  some  such  plan,  must  not 
Europe's  taunts  remain  unanswered  still? 
And  let  them  so  remain.    I  share  not  the  feelings  of  the  learned  and 
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eloquent  Senator  to  whose  remarks  1   have  taken  liberty  to  reply 
when  he  says — 

I  confess  to  a  pang  of  envy  and  grief  that  there  should  be  one  drop  or  one  morsel 
more  of  the  bread  or  water  of  intellectual  life  tasted  by  the  European  than  by  the 
American  mind.  Why  should  not  the  soul  of  this  country  eat  as  good  food  and  as 
much  of  it  as  the  soul  of  Europe? 

It  grieves  me  not  that  the  fantastic  taste  of  some  epicure  in  learn- 
ing may  chance  to  find  on  the  book  shelves  of  Paris  some  literary 
morsel  of  choice  and  ancient  flavor,  such  as  our  own  metropolis  sup- 
plies not.  I  feel  no  envy  if  we  republicans  are  outdone  by  luxurious 
Europe  in  some  high-seasoned  delicacy  of  the  pampered  soul.  Enough 
have  we  to  console  ourselves — objects  of  national  ambition,  how  much 
higher,  how  infinitely  nobler  than  these — objects  of  national  pride, 
before  which  these  petty  antiquarian  triumphs  dwarf  into  utter  insig- 
nificancy! Look  abroad  over  our  far-spreading  land,  then  glance 
across  to  the  monarchies  of  the  Old  World,  and  say  if  I  speak  not  the 
truth. 

I  have  sojourned  among  the  laborers  of  England;  I  have  visited 
amid  their  vineyards  the  peasantry  of  France;  I  have  dwelt  for  years 
in  the  midst  of  the  hardy  mountaineers  of  Switzerland.  I  have  seen 
and  conversed  and  sat  down  in  their  cottages  with  them  all.  I  have 
found  often  among  them  simple  goodness.  Ignorance,  oppression  can 
not  trample  out  that.  I  have  witnessed  patience  under  hopeless  toil, 
resignation  beneath  grievous  wrongs.  I  have  met  with  civility,  kind- 
ness, a  cheerful  smile,  and  a  ready  welcome.  But  the  spirit  of  the 
man  was  not  there — the  spirit  that  can  lift  up  its  brow  with  a  noble 
confidence  and  feel  that  while  it  is  no  man's  master,  neither  is  it  any 
man's  slave.  Between  them  and  the  favored  of  capricious  fortune, 
one  felt — they  felt — there  was  a  great  gulf  fixed,  broad,  impassable. 

Far  other  is  it  even  in  the  lowliest  cabin  of  our  frontier  West.  It 
is  an  equal  you  meet  there;  an  equal  in  political  rights;  one  to  whom 
honors  and  office,  even  the  highest,  are  as  open  as  to  yourself.  You 
feel  that  it  is  an  equal.  The  tone  in  which  hospitality  is  tendered  to 
you,  humble  though  means  and  forms  ma}^  be,  reminds  you  of  it.  The 
conversation,  running  over  the  great  subjects  of  the  day,  branching 
oflfi,  perhaps,  to  questions  of  constitutional  right  or  international  law, 
assures  you  of  it. 

I  have  heard  in  many  a  backwoods  cabin,  lighted  but  by  the  blazing 
log  heap,  arguments  on  government,  views  of  national  policy,  judg- 
ments of  men  and  things,  that,  for  sound  sense  and  practical  wisdom, 
would  not  disgrace  any  legislative  body  upon  earth. 

And  shall  we  grudge  to  Europe  her  antiquarian  lore,  her  cumbrous 
folios,  her  illuminated  manuscripts,  the  chaff  of  learned  dullness  that 
cumbers  her  old  library  shelves?  A  "pang  of  envy  and  grief"  shall 
we  feel?    Out  upon  it  I    Men  have  we;  a  people;  a  free  people,  self 
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respecting,  self-governing;  that  whicli  gold  t«,n  not  buy;  that  which 
kings  can  not  make  I  Grief  1  Envy  !  Theirs  let  it  be  who  look  upon 
this  young  land  in  her  freshness,  in  her  strength !  Let  them  feel  it 
who  behold,  from  afar,  our  people  bravely  battling  their  onward  way; 
treading,  with  liberty  at  their  side,  the  path  of  progressive  improve- 
ment, each  step  upward  and  onward — onward  to  the  great  goal  of 
public  virtue  and  social  equality. 

Equality  I  1  spoke  of  our  citizens  as  equals;  equals  in  the  sense  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence;  equals  in  political  privilege,  in  the 
legal  right  to  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  Ek|uals,  in  a  restricted  sense 
of  the  term,  men  never  can  be.  The  power  of  intellect  will  conunand 
while  the  world  endures;  the  influence  of  cultivation  will  be  felt  while 
men  continue  to  live  upon  earth,  and  felt  the  more  the  longer  the 
world  improves,  the  better  men  become.  Unequal,  then,  in  their 
influence  over  their  fellows;  unequal  in  the  space  they  fill  in  the 
world's  thoughts;  unequal  in  the  power  with  which  they  draw  after 
them  the  hearts  of  many — thus  unequal,  to  some  extent,  men  must 
ever  be. 

But  here  arises  a  great  question;  a  practical  question;  an  inquiry 
especially  pertinent  to  the  subject  before  us.  The  natui*al  inequality 
of  man  is  a  thousand  times  increased  by  artificial  influence  throughout 
society.  Is  that  well;  or,  if  not  well,  can  it  be  avoided?  Or,  if  not 
avoided,  can  it  be  lessened  ?  I  feel  assured  that  it  can  be  much  lessened. 
I  am  not  sanguine  enough  to  believe  that  I — perhaps  not  my  children, 
even — shall  see  the  day  when  equality  of  education  shall  prevail  even 
in  this  republican  land.  But  I  hold  it  to  be  a  republican  obligation  to 
do  all  that  we  properly  and  constitutionally  may,  in  order  gradually 
to  reach,  or  at  least  to  approach,  that  period.  I  hold  it  to  be  a  dem- 
ocratic duty  to  elevate,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  the  character  of 
our  common-school  instruction.  I  hold  this  to  be  a  far  higher  and 
holier  duty  than  to  give  additional  depth  to  learned  studies,  or  supply 
curious  authorities  to  antiquarian  research. 

Guided  by  such  considerations,  I  incorporated  in  the  bill  before 
you,  as  one  of  its  principal  features,  a  normal  branch.  This,  and  the 
clause  providing  for  original  researches  in  natural  science,  are  the  only 
important  additions  that  have  been  made  in  it  to  Senator  Tappan^  bill 
of  last  session. 

Normal  schools — that  is,  schools  to  teach  teachers,  to  instruct  in  the 
science  of  instruction — are  an  improvement  of  comparatively  modem 
date.  The  first  ever  attempted  seems  to  have  been  in  Prussia,  estab- 
lished about  the  year  1704,  by  Franke,  the  celebrated  founder  of  the 
Orphan  House  of  Halle.  They  have  gradually  increased  in  number 
and  favor  from  that  day  to  this  in  all  the  more  civilized  nations  of 
Europe;  and  Mrs.  Austin,  in  her  preface  to  Cousin's  Public  Instruc- 
tion in  Prussia,  reniarks  that  the  progress  of  primary  instruction  in 
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Europe  may  be  measured  by  the  provision  made  for  the  education  of 
teachers. 

A  detailed  account  of  the  normal  schools  of  Europe  is  given  in  the 
ninth  chapter  of  Professor  Bache's  Report  on  Education  in  Europe, 
made  to  the  trustees  of  the  Girard  College.  Mr.  Bache  visited  Europe 
under  instructions  from  the  committee  of  the  institution,  and  bis  excel- 
lent report,  full  of  practical  details  and  accurate  statistics,  is  a  redeem- 
ing point  in  the  management  of  that  trust. 

Two  States  only  of  our  Union  have  yet  established  State  normal 
schools — Massachusetts  and  New  York.  Massac^husetts  has  three, 
educating  in  all  about  two  hundred  pupils,  and  New  York  has  one, 
containing  about  the  same  number  of  students,  the  sole  object  of  both 
being  to  educate  teachers  of  coomion  schools.  The  experiment  has 
been  signally  successful.  The  report  for  1844  of  the  Massachusetts 
board  of  education  says  of  one  of  their  schools  (that  at  Lexington): 

Such  is  the  reputation  of  this  school  that  applications  have  been  made  to  it  from 
seven  of  our  sister  States  for  teachers. 

And  Mr.  Horace  Mann,  secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  board  of 
education,  writes  to  me: 

When  first  opened  in  Massachusetts,  normal  schools  were  an  experiment  in  this 
country.  Like  all  new  ideas,  they  have  had  to  encounter  serious  obstacles;  but  they 
have  triumphed  over  every  species  of  opposition,  have  commended  themselves  more 
and  more  every  year  to  the  good  sense  of  our  people,  and  we  now  have  the  pleasure 
not  only  of  seeing  them  firmly  established  here,  but  of  knowing  that  their  success 
has  given  birth  to  a  similar  institution  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  promises  ere 
long  to  do  the  same  in  other  States. 

The  normal  bi-anch  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  intended  not  by 
any  means  to  take  the  place  of  State  normal  schools,  but  only  in  aid 
of  them,  as  an  institution  in  the  same  department,  supplemental  to 
these,  as  they  may  gradually  increase  throughout  the  Union,  but  of  a 
higher  grade,  and  prepared  to  carry  forward  young  persons  who  may 
have  passed  through  the  courses  given  in  the  former,  or  others  who 
desire  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  most  useful  of  all  modern  sciences, 
the  humble,  yet  world-subduing  science  of  primary  education;  an 
institution,  also,  in  which  the  improvement  and  perfecting  of  that 
republican  science  shall  be  a  peculiar  object;  an  institution,  finally, 
where  we  may  hope  to  find  trained,  competent,  and  enlightened 
teachers  for  these  State  nonnal  schools. 

As  an  essential  portion  of  this  normal  department,  professorships  of 
the  more  useful  arts  and  sciences  are  to  be  provided  for.  The  character 
of  common-school  education,  especially  in  the  Northern  Atlantic  States, 
is  gradually  changing.  Twenty  years  ago  De  Witt  Clinton,  in  his 
annual  message,  expressed  the  opinion  that  in  our  common  schools 
"the  outlines  of  geography,  algebra,  mineralogy,  agricultural  chem- 
istry, mechanical  philosophy,  astronomy,  etc.,  might  be  conmiunicated 
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by  able  preceptors  without  essential  interference  with  the  calls  of 
domestic  industry."  This  opinion  is  daily  gaining  strength,  and  has 
been  partially  acted  upon  in  8evei*al  of  the  New  England  States.  In 
the  city  of  New  York,  also,  a  small  advance  towards  it  has  been  already 
made.  Recently  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  public  schools  in  that  city 
adopted,  among  other  resolutions,  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  a  portion  of  time  not  exceeding  one  hour  a  week  be  appropriated  to 
employments  incident  to  elementary  instruction  in  subjects  of  natural  science. 

In  accordance  with  these  gradually  enlarging  views,  the  course  of 
study  of  the  New  York  State  normal  schools,  as  I  learn  by  the  printed 
circular  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  embraces  natural  philosophy,  chem- 
istry, human  physiology,  history,  the  elements  of  astronomy,  etc.,  in 
addition  to  the  special  lectures  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching. 
These  various  advances,  thus  sanctioned  by  public  opinion,  indicate 
that  a  normal  department  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  be  worthy 
of  the  age,  must  include  scientific  courses  by  some  of  the  ablest  men 
of  the  day. 

It  is  also  by  the  bill  specially  made  a  part  of  the  duty  of  these  men 
to  institute  scientific  researches.  In  these,  as  we  have  seen,  Smithson 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  And  it  can  not  be  doubted  that, 
were  he  yet  alive  and  here  to-day  to  explain  his  wishes,  original 
researches  in  the  exact  sciences  would  be  declared  by  him  a  part  of 
his  plan.  With  the  knowledge  of  his  life  and  favorite  pursuits  before 
us,  and  the  words  of  his  will  specifying  the  increase  as  well  as  the 
diffusion  of  knowledge  for  our  guide,  it  seems  nothing  less  than  an 
imperative  duty  to  include  scientific  research  among  the  objects  of  a 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

I  said  an  imperative  duty.  Such  is  the  nature  of  our  obligation  to 
fulfil  whatever  we  may  fairly  infer  to  have  been  Smithson's  intentions. 
This  money  is  not  ours;  if  it  were,  we  might  take  counsel  from  our 
own  wishes  and  fancies  in  its  appropriation;  but  it  is  merely  intrusted 
to  us,  and  for  a  specific  purpose.  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  report  made  in 
1840,  well  says: 

In  the  commission  of  every  trust  there  is  an  implied  tribute  of  the  soul  to  the  integ^ 
rity  and  intelligence  of  the  trustee;  and  there  is  also  an  implied  call  for  the  faithful 
exercise  of  these  properties  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  purpose  of  the  trust.  The  tribate 
and  the  call  acquire  additional  force  and  energy  when  the  trust  is  committed  for  per- 
formance after  the  decease  of  him  by  whom  it  is  granted,  when  he  no  longer  exiflts 
to  witness  or  to  constrain  the  effective  fulfilment  of  his  design. 

And  these  considerations  seem  to  me  also  conclusive  against  the 
great  library  plan.  In  the  first  place,  Smithson's  own  pursuits  were 
scientific,  not  antiquarian.  In  the  second,  had  he  desired  merely  to 
found  a  library,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  he  would  have  said  so. 

The  bill  as  reported  to  the  House  has  been  framed  in  that  spirit  of 
compromise  so  necessary  in  this  world  of  a  thousand  opinions.     The 
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importance  of  the  chief  objects  at  which  it  aims  will  be  conceded  by 
all — the  advancement  of  agriculture,  the  improvement  of  primary  ^^ 
education,  and  the  prosecution  of  scientific  research.  And  if  even  in  its 
practical  effects  the  plan  fall  short  of  the  anticipations  of  its  friends, 
suffer  me  to  ask  you,  What  is  the  alternative  in  the  Senate  bill  of  last 
year,  the  only  one  that  has  yet  found  favor  enough  to  succeed  in  either 
bi'anch  ?  Beyond  the  library  scheme  and  the  professorship  of  agricul- 
ture (a  feature  equally  in  that  bill  and  this),  what  is  proposed?  Public 
lectures,  to  be  delivered  in  this  city  **  during  the  sessions  of  Con- 
gress." Who  is  to  profit  by  these  lectures?  Let  the  author  of  the 
plan  answer: 

Who  would  their  audiences  be?  Members  of  Congress,  with  their  families;  mem- 
bers of  the  Government,  with  theirs;  some  inhabitants  of  the  city;  some  few  strangers, 
who  occasionally  honor  us  with  visits  of  curiosity  or  business.  They  would  be  pub- 
lie  men,  of  mature  years  and  minds,  educated,  disciplined,  to  some  degree,  of  liberal 
curiosity,  and  appreciation  of  generous  and  various  knowledge.  (Speech  of  Senator 
Ohoate  as  above.) 

Here  is  a  plan  for  gratuitous  lectures  to  be  delivered  to  members 
of  Congress  and  of  the  Government,  with  their  families,  to  some  citi- 
zens of  Washington,  and  a  few  passing  strangers;  to  men,  so  it  is 
expressed,  educated,  disciplined,  already  capable  of  *' appreciating 
generous  and  various  knowledge."  And  this,  as  the  mode  the  most 
effectual,  the  most  comprehensive,  the  most  just  and  equal,  to  increase 
and  diffuse  knowledge  among  men.  We  are  to  pass  by  all  plans  that 
may  reach  and  benefit  the  people  by  improving  their  education  and 
elevating  the  ohai*acter  of  their  teachers;  all  proposals,  even  to  scatter 
broadcast  among  them  useful  tracts,  popular  treatises;  all  projects,  in 
short,  to  distribute  among  them  the  bread  and  water  of  intellectual 
life  wherever  these  are  craved,  and  we  are  to  adopt  in  their  stead  a 
course  of  lectures  expressly  restricted  to  the  sessions  of  Congress; 
expressly  prepared  for  ourselves  and  for  a  few  Government  officers 
and  strangers;  a  courae  of  lectures  to  be  especially  adapted  to  an  audi- 
ence already  favored  by  fortune  and  education,  already,  as  we  are 
complacently  told,  of  mature  minds  and  above  all  need  of  elementary 
instruction. 

Sir,  over  the  entire  land  must  the  rills  from  this  sacred  fountain 
freely  flow;  not  to  be  arrested  and  walled  up  here,  to  minister  to  our 
pleasure  or  ox)nvenience.  We  greatly  mistake  if  we  imagine  that  our 
constituents  are  indifferent  to  the  privilege  of  drawing  from  these 
waters  of  knowledge;  that  they  can  not  appreciate  their  fertilizing 
influence.  If  there  be  one  feeling  more  powerful  than  another  in  the 
hearts  of  the  millions  of  this  land,  even  through  its  remotest  forests, 
it  is  that  the  intellectual  cultivation  which  circumstances  may  have 
denied  them  shall  be  secured  to  their  children.  They  value,  sometimes 
even  beyond  their  worth,  the  literary  advantages,  by  aid  of  which  the 
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few  commonly  distance  their  competitors  in  the  paths  of  emolument 
and  honor.  Aye,  and  beyond  this  they  feel — do  we  not  all  feel  ? — that 
we  are  not  in  temper,  in  habits,  in  feelings,  or  in  intelligence  what  we 
ought  to  be,  or  what  we  might  have  been;  that  our  nature  was  better 
than  our  education.  They  feel — has  not  the  most  careless  among  us 
felt  it,  too? — that  there  are  springs  of  virtue  within  us  that  have  seldom 
been  touched;  generous  aspirings  that  have  scarcely  been  called  into 
action;  capabilities  of  improvement  that  have  hardly  been  awakened; 
capabilities  of  enjoyment  that  have  been  turned  to  fountains  of  bitter- 
ness. If  we  might  now  reeducate  ourselves,  even  from  the  cradle 
upward,  developing  each  mental  power  and  moral  faculty,  checking 
the  rising  vice  and  cultivating  the  nascent  virtue;  bending  the  pliant 
habit  to  reason  and  mastering  the  evil  passions  at  its  birth,  how  gladly 
would  we  grasp  at  the  offer;  how  dearly  value  the  privilege.  And 
what  selfishness  would  do  for  itself,  think  you  not  that  parental  affec- 
tion desires  for  its  oflfspring?  Yes;  vice  itself  desires  it.  Stronger 
than  the  thii'st  after  riches,  deeper  than  the  craving  for  power,  spring- 
ing from  the  best  and  most  enduring  of  human  instincts,  is  the  parent's 
longing  for  the  welfare  of  his  child.  Criminal  he  may  be;  ignorant 
he  may  be;  reckless  even  of  his  own  character;  hopeless  of  a  reputable 
standing  for  himself;  but  his  children — if  brutish  excesses  have  not 
utterly  quenched  the  principle  of  good  within  him — for  them  there  is 
still  a  redeeming  virtue  in  his  soul;  a  striving  after  better  things;  a 
hope  that  they  may  escape  the  vices  which  have  degraded  him;  that 
they  may  emerge  from  the  ignorance  in  which  he  is  benighted,  if  not 
to  wealth  and  honor,  at  least  to  fair  fame  and  honest  reputation — a 
credit  to  his  blighted  name  and  a  comfort  to  his  declining  years. 

Such  are  the  sentiments  that  spring  up  to  meet  us  from  among  the 
people,  shared  by  the  bad  as  well  as  the  good;  universal  in  their  preva- 
lence. And  it  is  to  such  sentiments,  the  best  earnest  of  progressive 
improvement  in  man,  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  ought,  so  far  as 
the  amount  of  the  legacy  and  the  terms  of  the  will  permit,  to  respond. 

Such  views  are  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age  and  the 
wants  of  the  times.  It  is  not  a  world  all  of  flowers  and  sunshine,  this 
we  live  in.  It  is  a  world  where  thousands  are  starving;  where  tens 
of  thousands  toil  to  live — live  only  to  die  I  It  is  a  world  where  cruel 
suffering  exists,  where  shameful  crimes  are  conunitted,  where  terrible 
oppression  is  endured,  where  dark  ignorance  is  found.  It  has  scenes 
of  wrong,  and  outrage,  and  guilt,  and  woe.  They  rise  before  us. 
They  thrust  themselves  on  our  attention.  Not  to  gild,  not  to 
embellish;  a  graver,  a  sadder  duty  is  his  who  would  aid  in  such  a 
worid's  improvement. 

To  effect  permanent  good  in  such  a  world,  we  must  reach  the  minds 
and  the  hearts  of  the  masses;  we  must  diffuse  knowledge  among  men; 
we  must  not  deal  it  out  to  scholars  and  students  alone,  but  even  to 
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Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry;  and  then,  as  a  wise  and  witty  female  writer  of 
the  day  expressed  it,  "'  they  will  become  Mr.  Thomas,  and  Mr.  Richard, 
and  Mr.  Henry."  They  may  not  become  profound  scholars,  erudite 
graduates;  nor  is  that  necessary.  Well  to  know  common  things  m 
the  essential.  It  is  not  elaborate  learning  that  most  improves  the 
world  or  that  exerts  most  influence  in  its  government.  Working-day 
knowledge  is  simple,  almost  in  the  ratio  of  its  importance;  and  Milton 
has  told  us —  | 

That  not  to  know  at  large  of  things  remote  ; 

From  use,  obscure  and  subtle,  but  to  know 

That  which  before  us  lies,  in  daily  life,  ! 

Is  the  prime  wisdom. 

The  ancient  masters  realized  not  these  truths.  With  the  millions 
they  had  no  sympathy.  In  private,  and  to  the  initiated  few  alone,  did 
they  deign  to  unroll  the  mystical  page  of  their  philosophy;  they 
scorned  to  expose  it  to  the  gaze  of  the  profane  vulgar. 

Thanks  to  the  stirring  spirit  of  progressive  improvement,  all  this, 
in  our  age,  is  changed.  By  modern  teachers  the  people  are  spoken  of, 
spoken  to,  cared  for,  instructed.  To  the  people  the  characteristic 
literature  of  the  day  is  addressed.  What  has  become  of  the  ponderous 
folio  in  which  the  learning  of  the  Middle  Ages  used  to  issue,  to  a  small 
and  exclusive  circle,  its  solemn  manifesto?  Now  we  have  the  slender 
pamphlet,  the  popular  tract,  the  cheap  periodical,  cast  forth  even  to  'J 
the  limits  of  civilization,  penetrating  into  every  nook  and  corner  of 
the  land;  often  light,  often  worthless,  but  often,  too,  instructive, 
effective;  written  for  the  masses,  reaching  the  masses,  and  awaking, 
far  and  wide,  a  consciousness  of  deficiency,  a  spirit  of  inquiry,  a  desire 
to  know  more. 

The  people  govern  in  America.  Ere  long  the  people  will  govern 
throughout  the  habitable  earth.  And  they  are  coming  into  power  in 
an  age  when  questions  of  mighty  import  rise  up  for  their  decision. 
They  who  govern  should  be  wise.  They  who  govern  should  be  edu- 
cated. They  who  decide  mighty  questions  should  be  enlightened. 
Then,  as  we  value  wise  government,  as  we  would  have  the  destinies  of 
our  kind  shaped  by  an  enlightened  tribunal,  let  the  schools  of  the 
people,  and  the  teachers  who  preside  in  these  schools,  and  the  system 
that  prevails  in  these  schools,  be  our  peculiar  care. 

We  can  not  reform  the  world,  no,  nor  provide  instruction  for  a 
great  nation,  by  any  direction  given  to  half  a  million  of  dollars.  But 
something,  even  in  such  a  cause,  may  be  effected  by  it — something,  I 
devoutly  believe,  that  shall  be  felt  all  over  our  broad  land.  The 
essential  is  that,  if  little  we  can  do,  that  little  be  well  done,  be  done 
faithfully,  in  the  spirit  of  the  trust,  in  the  spirit  of  the  age,  in  a 
spirit  not  restrictive,  not  exclusive,  but  diffusive,  universal. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones  modified  his  motion  as  follows: 
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Strike  out  all  the  bill  after  the  word  "  be  "  iu  the  sixth  line  of  the 
first  section  and  insert: 

Paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  heirs  at  law  or  next  of  kin  of  the 
said  James  Smithson,  or  their  authorized  agents,  whenever  they  shall  demand  the 
same:  Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  in  paying  over  said  money 
as  herein  directed,  deliver  to  said  heirs  all  State  bonds  or  other  stocks  of  every  kind 
which  have  l^en  purchased  with  said  money,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  lieu  of  so  much 
of  said  money  as  shall  have  been  so  invested  in  State  bonds  or  other  stocks.  And 
the  balance  of  said  sum  of  money,  if  any,  not  so  invested,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  make  a  speech  on 
this  occasion;  but  believing,  as  he  did,  that  this  whole  matter  was 
wrong;  that  this  Government,  in  the  first  instance,  had  no  right  and 
no  power  to  accept  of  this  trust  fund,  he  was  in  favor  of  returning 
the  amount  of  the  money  or  of  the  stocks  in  which  that  money  has 
been  invested,  to  the  heirs  at  law  or  next  of  kin  of  the  late  Mr. 
Smithson,  whenever  they  shall  make  the  demand  of  the  Government. 
He  admitted  the  right  of  the  Government  "  to  borrow  money  "  under 
the  Constitution,  but  denied  that  it  had  any  particle  of  power  to  deal 
in  stocks  or  to  loan  money.  We  had  no  power  either  to  receive  this 
money  in  the  first  instance,  or  to  invest  it  in  State  stocks  and  fund  it, 
as  this  bill  proposed  to  do,  in  perpetuity  upon  the  Government.  He 
wanted  to  create  no  such  debt  upon  this  Government.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  his  constituents  desired  no  such  debt  funded,  no  such  burden 
imposed  upon  them. 

But,  waiving  the  objection  of  the  want  of  power  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  he  was  still  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  an  institution 
like  that  proposed  in  the  bill  under  the  direction  and  patronage  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  He  would  be  the  last  man  on  this 
floor  to  say  or  do  anything  on  this  floor  or  elsewhere  to  obstruct  the 
enlightenment  and  education  of  the  people.  He  was  as  thoroughly 
satisfied  of  the  benefits  of  education  as  anybody,  but  he  could  not 
sanction  the  establishment  of  such  an  institution  under  the  direction 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Where  might  it  end  ?  What 
might  such  an  institution  come  to  be  in  the  course  of  events?  This 
$513,000  was  to  be  funded  at  6  per  cent  interest  forever.  Was  there 
a  friend  of  this  measure — was  there  one  who  had  reflected  for  a 
moment  on  the  proposition  who  believed  that  when  once  established 
they  would  stop  at  the  appropriation  of  this  6  per  cent  interest 
annually  for  its  support?  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  nothing  more  than 
the  entering  wedge  to  fastening  upon  the  United  States  an  institution 
the  expenses  and  appropriations  for  which  would  be  augmented  at 
almost  eveiy  session  of  Congress. 

It  was  neither  the  right,  the  power,  or  the  true  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  attempt  to  rear  up  here  in  the  city  of  Washington  an  insti- 
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tution  for  the  educ^ation  of  school  teachers,  of  agricultural  professors, 
etc.,  to  send  out  into  the  country.  There  was  too  great  a  tendency  to 
centralization  in  this  Government  already,  in  his  opinion.  The  legit- 
imate and  appropriate  sphere  of  this  Government  was  to  take  care  of 
our  concerns  with  foreign  powers,  leaving  our  domestic  laws  and  reg- 
ulations to  be  made  by  the  State  legislatures.  Every  measure  of  this 
kind  had  the  tendency  to  make  the  people  throughout  the  country  look 
moi"e  to  this  great  central  power  than  to  the  State  governments. 

He  had  not  risen  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  speech,  but  of  sub- 
mitting a  few  remarks  in  explanation  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  William  Sawyer  (Mr.  Jones  giving  way)  said  the  gentleman's 
proposition,  if  he  understood  it  aright,  was  to  refund  this  money  to 
the  hell's  of  Smithson.  Now,  he  was  well  informed  that  Mr.  Smithson 
had  no  heirs  whatever.  And  if  such  was  the  fact  he  wished  to  ask  of 
the  gentleman  how  his  amendment  could  be  made  operative. 

Mr.  Jones  replied  that  certainly,  if  he  never  had  heirs,  it  would  be 

difficult  to  find  them.     But  he  understood  that,  though  he  had  no 

\  (children,  he  had  a  brother,  who  was  once  in  this  country;  and  his 

amendment  proposed  to  refund  this  money  to  the  heirs  or  next  of  kin 

^^  ^of  James  Smithson. 

In  conclusion,  he  remarked  that  if  his  proposition  failed  and  this 
Smithsonian  Institution  was  to  be  established,  he  should  then  be  in 
favor  of  handing  over  the  State  stocks,  which  were  purchased  by  this 
money,  to  the  managers  of  the  Institution,  and  of  letting  them  con- 
duct it  independently  of  the  Government.  And,  voting  for  this 
proposition,  all  that  related  to  the  establishment  of  a  body  politic  and 
corporate  he  should  also  wish  to  have  stricken  out,  for  he  would  vote 
for  the  establishment  of  no  corporation  by  this  Government. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll  expressed  his  favor  for  the  general  features  of 
the  bill,  but  before  entering  upon  the  direct  question  he  directed  a  few 
remarks  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Jones,  which  he  considered  entirely 
futile,  as  far  as  any  idea  of  refunding  the  money  to  heirs  was  concerned, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  ascertained  bevond  doubt  that  Mr.  Smithson  had 
no  heirs  or  next  of  kin.  He  had  had  one  son  [nephew],  who  died  during 
his  minority,  and  thereupon  this  Government,  as  the  residuary  legatee, 
came  in  possession  of  the  property  in  legal  form  from  the  attorneys 
in  chancery  of  the  executors  of  Mr.  Smithson,  at  London.  This 
amendment  if  carried  out  into  a  law,  therefore,  would  result  in  work- 
ing a  forfeiture  of  the  funds  to  the  British  Government.  But  Mr. 
Ingersoll  contended  that,  as  we  had  received  it  by  solemn  act  of  Con- 
gress, and  retained  it  for  eight  long  years,  it  was  now  binding,  on  the 
ground  of  faith,  honor,  and  duty,  to  appropriate  it  in  the  manner 
designed  by  the  testator  himself;  and  the  lact  that  this  fund  had  l>een 
invested  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  under  direction  of 
Congress,  in  Arkansas  stocks,  did  not  affect  this  question   in  any 
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respect;  the  Government  of  the  United  States  being  always  respon- 
sible for  the  restoration  of  this  fund,  and  the  devotion  of  it  to  the 
proper  objects.  The  fund  was  sacred  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  at  this  moment,  and  they  were  pledged,  every  one  of  them,  to 
redeem  it. 

And  the  true  question  now  presented  was,  What  were  the  intentions 
of  the  donor? 

Mr.  Ingersoll  here — in  reference  to  an  allusion  by  Mr.  Owen  to 
the  Girard  fund — went  into  an  explanation,  at  some  length,  of  the 
circumstances  and  restrictions  of  that  legacy,  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  expended,  etc.,  stating  that  the  reason  why  the  school  had 
not  ere  this,  partially  at  least,  gone  into  operation  was  an  unfortunate 
proviso  placed  by  Mr.  Girard  in  his  will,  that  none  of  the  orphans 
intended  to  be  benefited  should  be  received  and  educated  until  the 
entire  five  buildings  were  fully  completed  according  to  the  plan  pre- 
scribed by  him.  Upon  this  point  Mr.  Ingersoll  yielded  to  Mr.  Owen 
for  explanation. 

Recurring  to  the  position  that  the  fact  that  this  fund  might  have 
been  invested  by  the  act  of  the  Government  itself  in  Arkansas  stocks 
principally,  and  to  a  small  extent  in  the  stocks  of  Ohio,  Illinois,  and 
Michigan,  in  no  manner  diminished  its  accountability  for  the  amount 
of  its  obligation  to  appropriate  in  accordance  with  the  intention  of 
Mr.  Smithson. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Vinton  intei-posed  and  said  if  any  portion  of  it  was  invested 
in  Ohio  bonds,  of  which  he  was  not  before  aware,  the  interest  on  them 
would  be  regularly  paid. 

Mr.  Archibald  Yell  also  (speaking  for  Arkansas)  said  we  are  ready 
to  settle  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  Yell  (in  reply  to  another  remark  of  Mr.  Ingersoll  not  heard 
by  the  reporter).  Whenever  we  can  bring  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  to  a  settlement,  then  we  will  talk  about  it. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  (resuming)  said  he  concurred  in  the  general  views 
of  Mr.  Owen,  especially  as  at  the  conclusion  of  the  bill  there  was  a 
section  authorizing  Congress  to  make  such  changes  as  from  time  to 
time  it  might  deem  expedient. 

There  was  one  object  which  he  thought  the  gentleman  had  over- 
looked. He  had  properly  provided  against  the  error  of  the  Girard 
will  by  providing  that  this  institution  should  go  into  operation  on  the 
1st  of  September  next  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  as  it  could  go  into 
opemtion  for  many  of  its  puiposes  immediately.  But  instead  of  wait- 
ing the  slow  process  of  gathering  materials  of  instruction,  he  intended, 
by  an  amendment  at  the  proper  place,  to  propose  that  the  results  of 
the  exploring  expedition  and  the  articles  of  the  National  Institute, 
many  of  which  were  now  being  injured  for  want  of  a  proper  place  of 
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deposit,  and  both  which  were  the  property  of  the  Government,  should 
be  placed  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  until  there  should  be  substi- 
tuted for  them  articles  collected  by  that  Institution  itself. 

He  agreed  with  Mr.  Owen  that  a  great  library,  such  as  was  provided 
for  in  the  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  two  years  ago,  was  not  desira- 
able,  and  said  that  the  necessary  buildings  to  contain  the  greatest 
library  in  the  world  would  in  its  own  erection  exhaust  the  entire  sum. 
This  Capitol  itself  would  not  be  suflScient  to  contain  800,(X)0  volumes, 
which  would  be  the  largest  libmry  in  the  worl(!.  so  properly  armnged 
as  to  be  accessible.  A  libmry  was  not  the  object  of  Mr.  Smithson; 
but  that  it  should  cover  general  ground,  in  which  all  objects  of  science 
(if  possible)  should  be  included,  and  among  the  rest  he  agreed  with  the 
bill  in  the  propriety  of  appropriating  a  part  of  the  annual  fund  to  the 
preparation  of  instructors,  to  be  sent  out  throughout  the  whole  country, 
lie  would  also  appropriate  a  part  of  the  fund  to  the  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  delivery  of  annual  lectures  by  our  most  distinguished 
men  at  different  points  throughout  the  country  for  scientific  instruction. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  gave  some  other  general  views,  approving  decidedly 
the  object  of  the  institution,  and  warmly  urging  the  bounden  duty  of 
Congress  to  apply  it  according  to  the  intentions  of  Mr.  Smithson  and 
to  discharge  the  obligations  imposed  upon  it  by  the  acceptance  of  this 
trust. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones  modified  his  amendment  by  inserting,  after  the 
words  *'  next  of  kin,"  the  words  *'or  residuary  legatee." 

Mr.  F.  P.  Stanton  next  addressed  the  committee  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  has  been  a  matter  of  very  geneml  complaint  that 
there  has  been  great  delay  in  performing  the  trust  imposed  upon  this 
Government  by  its  acceptance  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest.  Whether 
this  complaint  be  well  or  ill  founded,  all  will  agree  that  the  time  has 
now  arrived  for  decisive  action  and  that  the  honor  and  good  faith  of 
the  Government  require  a  speedy  application  of  the  fund  to  its  destined 
purpose. 

Very  nearly  eight  years  have  elapsed  since  the  magnificent  sum  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  sanctified  by  the  will  of  James  Smithson  to 
the  humane  purpose  "of  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge  among 
men,''  has  been  received  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

But  if  this  delay  is  to  be  regretted  on  some  accounts,  at  least  one 
great  advantage  has  accrued:  The  interest  of  the  fund  has  accumulated 
to  such  an  amount  that  every  necessary  building  for  the  complete 
accommodation  of  a  most  extensive  institution  may  be  immediately 
constructed  without  any  diminution  of  the  original  sum.  That  will 
remain  untouched,  the  fruitful  source  of  perpetual  supply  and  support 
for  the  beneficent  establishment  which  may  be  created  by  the  bill. 

Besides,  sir,  during  this  long  period  of  delay  many  plans  have 
been  suggested  and  discussed,  some  learned  reports  have  been  made 
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in  this  House  and  in  the  Senate,  and  the  public  attention  has  been  so 
engaged  upon  this  interesting  subject  that  we  are  now  doubtless  pre- 
pared to  dispose  of  it  intelligently  and  in  a  manner  which  will  fully 
meet  the  high  and  libei*al  purposes  of  Mr.  Smithson.  There  is  no 
longer  any  justification  for  delay.  Everything  is  ready,  awaiting  our 
action,  and  the  wise  and  benevolent  in  all  quarters  are  anxiously 
expecting  us  to  perform  our  solemn  duty  in  reference  to  this  noble 
bequest. 

But  there  is,  at  this  peculiar  juncture  in  our  aflfairs,  still  another 
consideration  strongly  appealing  to  the  national  honor  and  urging  the 
immediate  disposition  of  the  fund  according  to  the  will  of  the  donor. 
James  Smithson  was  an  Englishman.  Yet  he  passed  by  his  own 
powerful  and  splendid  Government — one  which  has  never  failed  or 
refused  to  contribute  liberally  to  the  cause  of  science — and  selected 
our  plainer  and  simpler  institutions  as  the  more  appropriate  depository 
of  the  sacred  trust  to  which  he  devoted  the  whole  of  his  large  fortune. 
Our  relations  with  England  at  the  present  moment  are  thought  to  be 
very  critical.  I  do  not  anticipate  war.  I  have  little  fear  that  two 
enlightened  nations,  whose  interests  are  deeply  involved  in  the  main- 
tenance of  peace,  will,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  rush  into  a  sangui- 
nary and  destinictive  war,  even  upon  so  gi*ave  a  question  as  that  which 
now  disturbs  them.  Yet  there  are  many  who  look  upon  the  present 
crisis  with  more  serious  fears,  and  all  must  acknowledge  that  war  is 
possible;  that  very  slight  mismanagement  on  either  side  might  lead 
to  that  disastrous  end.  Now,  if  war  should  take  place,  it  would  be 
most  dishonorable  to  our  Government  that  a  large  fund,  given  by  a 
benevolent  foreigner  to  found  an  institution  of  the  most  peaceful  and 
beneficent  character,  should  remain  in  the  Treasury  and  be  used  to 
carry  on  war  against  the  very  nation  from  whom  the  charitable  gift 
was  received.  I  hope,  sir,  we  shall  avoid  the  possibility  of  such  humili- 
ation by  adopting  the  measure  before  us  without  delay.  Should  we 
fail  to  do  so  and  hostilities  occur,  the  omission  will  never  cease  to 
be  the  fruitful  source  and  occasion  of  those  bitter  attacks  upon  our 
honesty  and  the  moral  tendency  of  our  institutions  which  have  long 
filled  the  pages  of  English  periodicals  and  the  journals  of  English 
travelers.  Their  denunciations  then  would  have  a  much  better  foun- 
dation than  they  usually  have.  We  should  be  somewhat  at  a  loss  to 
repel  them.  The  ordinary  charge  of  faithlessness  and  repudiation  of 
pecuniary  liabilities  would  be  nothing  in  comparison;  this  would  be 
the  gross  violation  of  a  sacred  trust,  which  no  circumstance  could  pal- 
liate, no  emergency  could  justify. 

I  intend,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  support  the  bill  in  its  present  form* 
There  is  doubtless  a  wide  field  for  the  selection  of  means  to  accomplish 
the  great  design  unfolded  in  the  comprehensive  words  of  Mr.  Smith- 
son's  will.     Any  plan  which  may  be  adopted  for  the  attainment  of  this 
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end  must  necessarily  be  the  result  of  compromise,  for  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  any  two  minds,  acting  separately,  would  arrive  at  the 
same  conclusion  upon  this  important  subject.  I  understand  this  bill  to 
have  been  thus  f  mmed  by  the  committee  which  reported  it.  As  a 
result  of  the  conflicting  opinions  of  wise  and  experienced  men,  har- 
monized by  comparison,  discussion,  and  mutual  concession,  it  is  enti- 
tled to  very  high  respect.  But  1  think  its  intrinsic  merits  will  be  found 
to  be  its  most  imposing  recommendation. 

Before  attempting  to  notice  the  provisions  of  the  bill  I  will  refer 
briefly  to  an  objection  which,  if  valid,  would  be  paramount  to  all  other 
considerations.  It  was  with  surprise  and  regret  that  I  heard  the 
objection  of  my  colleague  (Mr.  Jones)  to  this  bill  on  the  ground  of 
unconstitutionality.  I  would  have  regretted  opposition  upon  such 
grounds  from  any  quarter,  but  much  more  when  it  comes  from  my 
own  State.  I  would  have  preferred  that  Tennessee  should  have  occu- 
pied a  different  position. 

My  honoi'able  colleague  insists  that  the  Government  ought  not  to 
have  accepted  the  trust  and  that  the  money  ought  now  to  be  restored. 
It  is  true  the  United  States  were  not  bound  to  accept  the  trust.  They 
might  have  rejected  Mr.  Smithson's  magnificent  donation  and  deprived 
the  American  people  of  the  rich  blessings  which  may  now  be  conferred 
upon  them  by  its  wise  and  faithful  use.  But  better  counsels  prevailed; 
they  did  accept  it  by  a  law  of  Congress,  and  in  so  doing  they  assumed 
a  solemn  obligation  to  apply  the  fund  according  to  the  will  of  the  tes- 
tator. The  faith  of  the  Government  is  pledged — it  is  doubly  pledged — 
first,  by  receiving  the  money  and  retaining  it  eight  years,  with  an 
express  agreement  to  apply  it  faithfully;  and  secondly,  by  the  very 
nature  of  the  sacred  objects  to  which  the  trust  is  directed,  so  binding 
and  obligatory  in  their  high  demand  upon  the  honor  of  the  nation, 
that  it  would  be  sacrilege  and  barbarism  to  repudiate  the  claim. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  the  field  of  constitutional  discussion.  That 
is  a  hackneyed  subject  and  I  am  sure  the  occasion  does  not  require 
that  line  of  argument.  Nothing,  sir,  more  clearly  demonsti'ates  the 
utter  impracticability  and  absurdity  of  those  extreme  opinions  upon 
constitutional  questions  sometimes  advocated  here  than  the  opposition 
on  such  grounds  to  the  measure  now  before  us.  The  common  and 
general  judgment  of  the  people,  the  united  and  almost  universal  con- 
currence of  politicians  of  all  classes,  unhesitatingly  discard  and  condemn 
the  narrow  and  illiberal  sentiment.  An  institution  of  the  greatest 
importance,  most  beneficial  to  the  people  of  this  country,  founded  not 
with  funds  exacted  by  taxation  but  built  upon  the  liberality  of  a  dis- 
tinguished foreigner,  who  has  so  far  sanctioned  our  political  structure 
as  to  confide  to  it  the  execution  of  a  sacred  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the 
human  race — this  Institution,  loc-^ated  within  a  territory  over  which 
Congress  has  exclusive  jurisdiction,  surely  can  not  involve  the  exercise 
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of  a  power  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution  or  in  the  slightest  degree 
dangerous  to  the  integrity  of  our  political  principles.  Mr.  Smithson 
was  not  wrong  in  supposing  this  Government  possessed  the  power  to 
convey  to  its  people  a  gratuitous  benefit  of  the  firet  magnitude.  His 
benevolent  design  will  not  be  frustrated  by  this  imaginary  impediment, 
for  I  do  not  dream  that  it  can  interpose  even  a  momentary  obstacle  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  this  large  fund  properly  applied  may  be 
made  the  instrument  of  much  good.  The  benefit  will  be  enjoyed  pri- 
marily and  peculiarly,  if  not  entirely,  by  our  own  people.  Its  indirect 
influence,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  hereafter  extend  abroad,  but  it  is 
chiefly  here  that  its  benign  effects  are  to  be  felt  as  long  a^s  the  Institu- 
tion shall  exist.  It  ought,  then,  to  be  an  object  of  great  care  and  of 
peculiar  interest  to  the  Government.  All  necessary  arrangements 
should  be  liberally  made,  and  with  the  wisest  possible  adaptation  to 
the  great  end  in  view. 

One  of  the  preliminary  provisions  of  the  bill  transfers  the  whole 
fund  to  the  Treasury,  and  requires  the  Government  to  assume  the  per- 
petual payment  of  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum.  This 
is  certainly  a  very  slight  contribution,  yet  inconsiderable  as  this  respon- 
sibility may  be  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  by  no  means  to  be 
named  as  a  donation  or  even  as  a  favor  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
fund  is  a  gift  to  the  country,  it  is  nevertheless  a  matter  of  the  first  impor- 
tance to  the  Institution  itself.  It  secures  for  it  a  permanent  support 
and  places  its  revenues  beyond  the  power  of  any  contingency.  No  one, 
1  presume,  except  my  colleague  will  object  to  this  provision.  By 
adopting  it  the  United  States  will  evince  a  disposition  to  fulfill  the  high 
trust  they  have  assumed  in  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  justice  somewhat 
worthy  of  the  great  object  sought  to  be  accomplished. 

But  while  the  Government  will  contribute  in  this  small  way  to  the 
Institution,  it  will  receive  a  direct  compensation  which  far  more  than 
balances  the  sacrifice  made.  The  bill  proposes  to  appropriate  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  grounds  in  this  city  for  the  buildings  and  gardens 
necessary  for  the  establishment.  Handsome  yet  useful  structures 
will  be  erected,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  grounds  will  render  them 
beautiful  and  attractive,  while  they  may  still  be  accessible  to  the 
harmless  examination  and  enjoyment  of  the  public.  All  this  will  be 
done  out  of  the  Smithsonian  fund;  and  the  expense  which  the  Gov- 
ernment would  othei'wise  incur  by  carrying  out  the  original  plan  of 
the  city,  as  designed  by  Washington,  will  be  avoided,  while  all  its 
desirable  advantages  will  be  obtained.  The  benefit  will  be  mutual  to 
the  Government  and  to  the  Institution. 

So,  also,  in  regard  to  the  transfer  of  the  specimens  of  natural  his- 
tory, of  minerals,  and  other  scientific  and  curious  objects  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  Goveiiiment  and  kept  at  the  Patent  Ofiice.     The  ezhi- 
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bition  and  preservation  of  these  things  are  now  the  source  of  some 
expenditure.  When  they  shall  be  transferred,  as  proposed  in  this 
bill,  this  expenditure  will  cease,  or  be  removed  from  the  public  Treas- 
ury to  the  fund  of  the  Institution.  They  will  be  equally  subject  to 
public  examination,  while  they  will  be  made  to  answer  a  more  useful 
end,  as  constituting  the  basis  of  instruction  for  able  and  scientific 
professors. 

My  remarks  so  far,  Mr.  Chairman,  relate  only  to  some  unimpor- 
tant preliminar}'  arrangements  not  aflfecting  the  general  scope  and 
design  of  the  proposed  Institution.  These  must  now  be  examined; 
and  I  propose  to  do  it  with  reference  to  the  probable  design  of  Mr. 
Smithson,  to  be  inferred  from  his  own  pursuits  and  character  of 
mind;  from  his  selection  of  our  Government  to  execute  his  will,  and 
from  the  language  in  which  he  has  expressed  his  intentions. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  upon  any  biographical  sketch  of  Mr. 
Smithson,  or  to  go  into  a  history  of  his  philosophical  labors.  I  will 
merely  state  what  has  been  truly  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Owen],  that  he  was  ardently  devoted  to  science,  and  that  his 
pursuits  were  eminently  practical  and  utilitarian  in  their  character. 
The  physical  sciences,  in  their  application  to  the  useful  arts — miner- 
alogy, geology,  and  chemistiy — in  its  application  to  agriculture  consti- 
tuted his  chief  employments.  His  investigations  are  referred  to  and 
quoted  with  respect  by  the  great  German  chemist,  Liebig. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  one  whose  mind  was  constantly  occu- 
pied with  these  subjects  and  filled  with  the  visions  of  rich  promise 
which  must  be  realized  in  their  future  investigations,  when  munifi- 
cently endowing  an  institution  for  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge 
among  men,  looked  particularly  to  those  sciences  which  will  be  most 
fruitful  in  great  results,  and  to  which,  on  that  account,  he  himself  was 
deeply  dev^oted.  It  is  precisely  these  sciences,  and  these  applications 
of  them,  which  I  understand  this  bill  to  be  designed  and  calculated  to 
promote. 

Nor  was  it  strange,  sir,  that  with  such  sentiments  and  such  designs 
Mr.  Smithson  should  have  selected  our  Government  as  the  instrument 
to  accomplish  his  objects.  Although  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
this  Government  has  heretofore  contributed  little  or  nothing  to  the 
advancement  of  science  by  any  direct  aid  or  encouragement — and 
although  the  points  at  which  it  even  comes  in  contact  with  the  scien- 
tific world  are  extremely  few,  and  it  is  felt  to  be  a  great  desideratum 
that  these  connections  should  be  increased — yet  Mr.  Smithson  had  the 
penetration  to  discover  that  the  United  States  are  the  foremost  people 
of  the  world  in  the  facility  of  adapting  themselves  to  the  progressive 
improvements  of  the  age.  No  other  people  are  now  making  such 
rapid  strides  in  the  application  of  science  to  the  great  purposes  of 
human  industry.    This  tendency,  so  very  marked  at  the  present  day, 
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is  doubtless  the  result  of  our  free  institutions,  giving  untrammeled 
scope  and  powerful  motive  to  the  energies  of  the  individual  man — no 
longer  making  the  citizen  subservient  to  the  power  and  glory  of  the 
Goveniment,  but  using  the  latter  as  a  mere  instrument  to  protect  the 
rights  and  promote  the  welfare,  improvement,  and  happiness  of  the 
former.  The  olden  philosophers  considered  it  a  prostitution  of  the 
sacred  character  of  science  to  direct  it,  in  any  degree,  to  the  material 
interests  of  man.  In  modern  times  the  sentiment  is  justly  reversed, 
and  that  philosophy  which  does  not  contribute  to  the  useful  pursuits 
of  life  is  considered  of  comparatively  little  value.  In  this  age,  and  in 
this  country,  the  new  application  of  philosophy  is  exhibiting  its  most 
glorious  results,  and  giving  promise  in  the  future  of  still  more  won- 
derful improvements.  Doubtless  it  was  this  tendency  of  our  institu- 
tions, and  the  eflfect  not  obscurely  marked  out  in  the  amazing  energy 
and  inventive  power  of  our  people,  which  induced  the  wise  and  benev- 
olent Smithson  to  select  this  Government  as  the  agent  for  accomplish- 
ing his  will.  It  is  not  difficult  to  discover  that  this  condition  of  the 
people,  the  result  of  our  peculiar  political  institutions,  will  reflect 
back  its  influence  upon  the  Government,  and  infuse  a  portion  of  its 
energetic  and  enlightened  spirit  into  all  its  departments.  We  have 
already  seen  some  such  result.  Some  operations  of  an  important 
scientific  character  have  of  late  been  undertaken  by  the  direct  appli- 
cation of  the  national  power. 

First  in  importance  among  these  has  been  the  establishment  in  this 
city  of  the  Observatory,  connected  with  the  hydrographical  depart- 
ment of  that  nondescript  fire-and-water  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and 
Hydrography.  I  believe  this  interesting  establishment  has  grown  up 
gradually  from  the  very  necessity  of  the  case  and  without  any  direct 
authority  looking  immediately  to  such  a  result.  And,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  some,  it  seems  still  to  be  considered  a  very  unimportant  con- 
cern, for  I  have  seen  a  bill  lately  reported  in  the  Senate  proposing  to 
detach  the  establishment  from  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  connect  it 
with  that  of  Yards  and  Docks,  thus  bringing  the  erection  of  ship- 
houses,  foundries,  and  workshops  into  juxtaposition  and  intimate  rela- 
tion with  the  most  delicate  and  difficult  observations  of  the  heavenly 
bodies  and  the  most  intricate  calculations  of  astronomy.  This  classi- 
fication is  probably  founded  upon  the  similarity  supposed  to  exist 
l)etween  the  wheels  of  a  steam  engine  and  the  rings  of  Saturn,  or  the 
bands  of  a  lathe  and  the  belts  of  Jupiter.  The  Naval  Committee  of 
the  House,  however,  have  not  had  the  penetration  to  see  these  very 
recondite  points  of  connection,  and  they  have  proposed  to  erect  a  sep- 
arate bureau  of  hydrography,  platnng  the  astronomical  and  hydro- 
graphical  operations  of  the  Government  upon  the  most  permanent, 
useful,  and  independent  basis.  If  there  be  any  branch  of  the  public 
service  worthy  of  this  advantage,  it  is  that  which  is  now  so  well  and 
efficiently  conducted  by  Lieut.  M.  F.  Maury. 
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Heretofore  our  astronouiical  knowledge  haa  been  chiefly  derived 
from  foreign  nations.  We  have  used  the  English  Nautical  Almanac, 
and  our  vessels  have  been  guided  upon  the  broad  ocean  by  observa- 
tions and  tables  prepared  by  our  rivals  and  adversaries  in  all  commer- 
cial enterprise.  We  have  contributed  nothing  whatever  to  this  branch 
of  science,  useful  as  it  is,  and  directly  connected  with  the  great  inter- 
ests of  commerce  and  navigation.  For  our  most  important  charts, 
also,  we  have  been  dependent  upon  other  nations.  Until  recently,  if 
even  now,  we  have  had  no  establishment  at  which  our  vessels  could  be 
supplied  with  maps  and  charts  necessary  to  enable  them  to  perform 
a  cruise  with  convenience  and  safety,  and  we  certainly  have  not  had 
the  information  of  a  hydrographical  character  which  would  enable 
the  Navy  Department  to  plan  an  attack  upon  any  foreign  port,  eveu 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

But,  sir,  the  establishment  of  the  Observatory,  if  its  important 
objects  be  liberally  seconded,  will  remedy  these  defects  and  wipe  oflf 
from  our  character  what  I  can  not  but  consider  a  disgrace  to  the  most 
enlightened  people  upon  earth.  Its  services  will  not  be  confined  to 
the  preparation  of  maps  and  charts,  the  preservation  of  nautical 
instruments,  the  regulation  and  correction  of  chronometers,  with 
other  kindred  practical  duties;  its  operations  will  be  still  more  exten- 
sive and  important.  Already  have  the  elements  for  an  American 
nautical  almanac  been  obtained  by  observation,  and  the  liberal  patriot- 
ism of  the  House  is  invoked  for  a  small  appropriation  to  compute  and 
print  them.  It  is  now  in  contemplation,  too,  if  the  work  has  not 
already  been  commenced,  to  enter  upon  a  system  of  most  extensive 
observation,  including  all  the  important  fixed  stars  to  be  observed  in 
our  latitude — a  more  comprehensive  and  magnificent,  as  well  as  use- 
ful, work  than  has  ever  yet  been  undertaken  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
I  have  it  from  the  highly  intelligent  and  scientific  Superintendent  of 
the  Coast  Survey  that  the  number  of  stars  noted  in  the  Nautical 
Almanac  is  too  limited  for  the  convenient  conduct  of  his  important 
observations. 

It  will  be  found  here,  as  well  as  in  other  important  works  of  a 
similar  kind,  that  the  labors  about  to  be  entered  upon  at  the  Observa- 
tory will  prove  to  be  highly  important  and  valuable.  They  will 
enable  us  to  make  some  return  to  the  science  of  the  world  for  that 
large  supply  which  we  have  heretofore  illiberally  drawn  from  it;  and 
they  will  contribute  to  elevate  our  Government  in  the  eves  of  other 
nations. 

I  have  said  so  much  upon  this  subject,  sir,  because  no  provision  is 
made  in  this  bill  for  any  astronomical  establishment,  and  because, 
upon  former  occasions,  it  has  been  urged  with  great  ability,  and  from 
a  distinguished  quarter,  that  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  this 
fund,  should  be  appropriated  for  this  puipose.  The  venerable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  will  understand  my  allusion.     It  has  been 
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with  great  pleasure  and  profit,  and  with  complete  sympathy  in  the 
noble  enthusiasm  of  the  author,  that  I  read  the  report  of  that  gentle- 
man, made  to  this  House  in  1842,  upon  the  disposition  of  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest.  He  seems  to  have  been  imbued  with  a  most  exalted 
sense  of  the  sublimity  of  the  great  objects  heretofore  accomplished 
and  hereafter  to  be  attained  by  the  ardent  and  laborious  pursuit  of 
astronomy.  Sir,  there  is  no  mind  not  wholly  destitute  of  elevation 
and  wholly  ignorant  of  the  stupendous  wonders  and  glories  of  the 
universe  as  revealed  to  the  gaze  of  "star-eyed  science,"  who  could 
read  that  able  report  and  not  be  deeply  affected  by  it.  1  quote  the 
following  passage: 

The  express  object  of  an  observatory  iw  the  increase  of  knowledge  by  new  discov- 
ery. The  physical  relations  between  the  firmament  of  heaven  and  the  globe  allotted 
by  the  Creator  of  all  to  be  the  abode  of  man  are  discoverable  only  V)y  the  organ  of 
the  eye.  Many  of  these  relations  are  indi8j)en8able  to  the  existence  of  human  life, 
and,  perhaps,  of  the  earth  itself.  Who  can  conceive  the  idea  of  the  earth  without  a 
sun  but  must  connect  with  it  the  extinction  of  light  and  heat,  of  all  animal  life,  of 
all  vegetation  and  production,  leaving  the  lifeleas  clod  of  matter  to  return  to  the 
primitive  state  of  chaos  or  to  be  consumed  by  elemental  fire.  The  influence  of  the 
moon — of  the  planets,  our  next-door  neighbors  of  the  solar  system — of  the  fixed  stars 
scattered  over  the  blue  expanse,  in  multitudes  exceeding  the  power  of  human  com- 
putation, and  at  distances  of  which  imagination  herself  can  fonn  no  distinct  concep- 
tion; the  influence  of  all  these  upon  the  globe  we  inhabit  and  upon  the  condition  of 
man,  its  dying  and  deathless  inhabitant,  is  great  and  mysterious,  and  in  the  search 
for  final  causes  to  a  great  extent  inscrutable  to  his  finite  and  limited  faculties.  The 
extent  to  which  they  are  discoverable  is  and  must  remain  unknown,  but  to  the  vigi- 
lance of  a  sleepless  eye,  to  the  toil  of  a  tireless  hand,  and  to  the  meditations  of  a  thmk- 
ing,  combining,  and  analyzing  mind  secreta  are  successively  revealed,  not  only  of 
the  deepest  import  to  the  welfare  of  man  in  his  earthly  career,  but  which  seem  to 
lift  him  from  the  earth  to  the  threshold  of  his  eternal  abode;  to  lead  him  blindfold 
up  to  the  council  chamber  of  Omnipotence,  and  then,  stripping  the  bandage  from  his 
eyes,  bid  him  look  undazzled  at  the  throne  of  God. 

I  quote  this  eloquent  passage  to  show,  by  the  testimony  of  one  who 
understands  the  subject  well,  the  chai'acter  of  the  results  to  be  expected 
from  the  extensive  cultivation  of  astronomical  science.  I  think  it  will 
be  admitted  that  though  the  discoveries  now  to  be  expected  in  that  field 
will  be  well  calculated  to  elevate  the  soul  and  fill  it  with  wonder  and 
amazement,  nothing  of  a  very  practical  or  directly  useful  nature  in  its 
bearing  upon  the  immediate  pursuits  of  life  is  to  be  expected  beyond 
the  increased  accuracy  and  extent  of  observations  necessary  for  nauti- 
cal and  topographical  purposes.  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to  under- 
value the  importance  of  this  sublime  branch  of  human  knowledge. 
Nor  will  I  undertake  to  say  that  investigation  of  the  heavens  may  not 
produce  new  results,  intimately  connected  with  and  highly  iuiportant 
to  some  of  the  economical  purposes  of  life.  What  T  mean  to  say  is, 
that  the  discoveries  yet  to  be  made  promise  only,  or  at  least  chiefly, 
to  gratify  that  high  and  laudable  curiosity  which  seeks  to  know  and 
understand,  as  far  as  human  intelligence  may,  the  sublime  and  won- 


TWENTY-NINTH    CONGRESS,   1845-1847.  361 

derful  works  of  the  Creator.  New  double  stars  may  be  discovered, 
revolving  about  each  other,  by  the  operation  of  strange  and  unknown 
laws,  the  investigation  of  which  may  be  a  subject  of  profound  inter- 
est. Their  compensating  colors,  shedding  a  mixed  stellar  influence 
upon  an  intimate  and  curious  examination,  may  possibly  reveal  to  some 
penetrating  eye  new  and  important  truths  connected  with  the  theory 
of  light.  The  occultation  of  Jupiter's  satellites  enable  us  to  measure 
iti<  velocity  with  almost  absolute  exactness.  The  contrasted  colors  of 
these  wonderful  binary  stars  may  ev^entually  settle  the  question,  if  it 
be  not  already  settled,  between  the  theory  of  undulations  and  that  of 
particles  emanating  in  straight  lines,  and  may,  in  some  lucky  hour  to 
some  favored  son  of  genius,  unfold  distinctly  and  forever  the  appar- 
ently intricate  and  now  hidden  relations  of  light,  heat,  electricity, 
magnetism,  and  gravitation.  A  higher  and  more  complete  generaliza- 
tion of  the  great  phenomena  of  the  universe  may  be  accomplished, 
and  it  is  wholly  impossible  to  tell  how  directly  and  immediately  such 
discoveries  may  bear  upon  the  practical  pursuits  which  contribute 
to  the  physical  well-being  of  man.  Who  at  the  present  da}^  can  cal- 
culate the  influence  exerted  upon  the  happiness  of  man  during  suc- 
cessive generations  by  the  knowledge  of  those  three  strange  and  won- 
derful laws  discovered,  not  without  long  and  laborious  investigation, 
by  the  celebrated  Kepler?  Who  can  trace  their  consequences  in  the 
subsequent  discoveiies  of  that  science,  or  rather,  I  should  ask,  what 
would  now  be  our  knowledge  of  the  planetary  system  and  our  ability 
to  apply  it  to  exact  nautical  purposes  if  thos(»  laws  and  all  that  results 
from  them  were  at  this  dav  a  blank  in  astronomical  science  'i  That  the 
radius  vector  of  a  planet  describes  equal  areas  in  equal  times  I  How 
simple  a  law,  yet  how  pregnant  of  consequences,  incalculable  in  extent 
and  value! 

Notwithstanding  these  admissions  and  my  deep  conviction  of  the 
great  value  of  astronomical  truth,  I  can  not  think  that  field  of  knowl- 
edge likely  to  be  so  productive  of  useful  fruit  that  the  Smithsonian 
fund  ought  ever  to  have  been  directed  entirely  or  chiefly  to  that  object. 
But  whatever  may  have  been  the  (conflict  of  opinion  in  this  respect  the 
dispute  is  put  to  rest  by  the  establishment  of  the  observatory.  It  is  a 
matter  of  high  gratification  to  my  mind  that  the  Government  has  at 
Ijist  awakened  to  the  importance  of  the  subject  and  has  found  a  com- 
plete justification  in  the  hydrographical  and  topographical  necessities 
of  its  service  by  sea  and  land  for  the  endowment  of  so  useful  an  insti- 
tution; and  I  am  glad,  sir,  to  hear  it  announced  that  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  finds  his  laudable  enthusiasm  for  a 
noble  branch  of  science  fully  met  and  satisfied  by  the  establishment  in 
question. 

I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  be  anything  plain  and  obvious  in 
reference  to  the  plan  to  be  adopted  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  it 
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is  that  no  university  or  college  of  an  ordinary  kind  would  come  within 
the  scope  of  the  testator's  intentions,  or  would  contribute  properly  to 
the  end  desired.  We  require  something  connected  with  the  great 
practical  purposes  of  life — something  in  accordance  with  the  progres- 
sive spirit  of  the  age — something  looking  immediately  to.  the  eleva- 
tion, improvement,  and  happiness  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people. 
Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  most  of  our  best  institutions  of  learning 
are  not  of  this  character.  They  look  chiefly  to  the  past,  searching  for 
the  obscure  beginnings  of  knowledge  in  the  dead  languages  and  in 
the  writings  of  ancient  sages,  poets,  and  philosophers.  It  is  our  busi- 
ness to  look  chiefly  to  the  great  future,  with  its  glorious  fruits,  ready 
to  burst  from  a  teeming  soil,  warmed  and  enlightened  by  the  great 
sun  of  science,  which  now  diffuses  its  energetic  rays  into  every  corner 
of  human  affairs,  wherever  life,  vegetable  or  animal,  and  wherever 
mental  or  physical  power  in  its  ten  thousand  inventive  f onus  may  find 
a  foothold  for  existence. 

In  a  letter  of  Dr.  Thomas  Cooper,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed  to 
Mr.  Forsyth,  July  20,  1838,  in  answer  to  inquiries  on  the  subject  of 
the  Smithsonian  bequest,  that  distinguished  gentleman  says: 

I  object  to  all  belles-lettres  and  philosophical  literature,  as  calculated  only  to  make 
men  pleasant  talkers.    I  object  to  medicine. 

I  object  to  law.     Ethics  and  politics  are  as  yet  unsettled  branches  of  knowledge. 

I  want  to  see  those  studies  cultivated  which,  in  their  known  tendencies  and 
results,  abridge  human  labor  and  increase  and  multiply  the  comforts  of  existence  to 
the  great  mass  of  mankind. 

Richard  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  writes  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
the  same  subject  on  the  6th  of  November,  1838,  and  proposes  a  plan 
for  the  institution  not  greatly  dissimilar  from  that  proposed  by  this 
bill.     I  quote  this  short  passage: 

A  university  or  college  in  the  ordinary  sense,  or  any  institution  looking  to  primary 
education,  or  to  the  instruction  of  the  young  merely,  does  not  strike  me  as  the  kind 
of  institution  contemplated  by  Mr.  Smithson's  will;  declaring  it  in  language  simple 
yet  of  the  widest  import  to  be  **  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men/'  and  making  the  United  States  the  trustee  of  its  intentions,  it  seems  to  follow 
that  it  ought  to  be  as  comprehensive  as  possible  in  its  objects  and  means,  as  it  must 
necessarily  be  national  in  its  government. 

These  letters  are  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Adams  to  this 
House  in  1842.  The  passage  quoted  seems  to  me  to  be  highly  judicious, 
and  correctly  descriptive  of  the  true  character  of  the  institution 
required.  And  I  think,  sir,  the  bill  under  consideration  conforms  in 
its  provisions  to  the  general  views  expressed  in  these  passages  and 
to  those  which  I  entertain.  All  the  labors  of  the  Institution  will  be 
directed  to  the  more  useful  sciences  and  arts,  and  its  advantages  must 
necessarily  be  eminently  practical  and  popular.  These  are  the  great 
leading  considerations,  which  should  commend  this  bill  to  the  favor  of 
the  House  and  of  the  country. 
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I  proceed  to  notice  more  particularly  the  general  characteristics 
of  the  plan.  I  pass  over  the  organization  of  the  Institution  as  a  cor- 
poration, not  regarding  that  as  a  matter  of  any  importance.  As  this 
feature  is  opposed,  I  am  very  willing  to  see  it  altej'ed.  I  approve  the 
elasticity  and  freedom  of  action,  very  wisely  conferred  upon  an  insti- 
tution, new  and  untried  in  its  application  to  the  great  objects  in  view. 
Very  considerable  latitude  of  control  as  to  the  means  to  be  used  is 
given  to  the  board  of  managers,  and  the  ends  to  be  aimed  at  are 
described  in  comprehensive  terms.  But  the  most  ample  guaranty  for 
the  wise  and  faithful  use  of  this  discretionary  power  is  obtained  in  the 
fact  that  the  board  will  consist  of  the  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  three  Senators,  three 
members  of  the  Hou«e,  and  six  others  to  be  chosen  by  joint  resolution 
of  the  two  Houses,  who  are  required  to  submit  to  Congress  annual 
reports  of  the  operations,  expenditures,  and  condition  of  the  Institu- 
tion. In  addition  to  all  this  there  is  reserved  the  power  to  alter  and 
amend  the  charter,  as  the  results  of  experience  may  render  necessary 
or  expedient.  All  these  provisions  seem  to  be  wise,  and  make  it  almost 
impossible  that  any  abuse  or  misapplication  of  the  fund  can  ever  take 
place. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  bill  provides  for  a  "professor  of  agriculture, 
horticulture,  and  rural  economy,"  giving  him  power  to  employ  such 
laborers  and  assistants  as  may  be  necessp-ry  ''to  cultivate  the  ground 
and  maintain  a  botanical  garden" — "to  make  experiments  of  general 
utility  throughout  the  United  States" — "to  determine  the  utility  of 
new  modes  and  instruments  of  culture,  and  to  determine  whether  new 
fruits,  plants,  and  vegetables  may  be  cultivated  to  advantage  in  the 
United  States."  These  provisions  comprehend  all  which  relates  to  the 
great  agricultural  interest.  No  one,  I  presume,  will  question  the  prob- 
able usefulness  of  these  provisions  t©  aid  and  benefit  by  far  the  largest 
number  of  our  citizens  who  employ  the  greatest  amount  of  capital, 
and  whose  productions  are  the  very  basis  of  our  prosperity,  wealth, 
and  happiness.  I  regret,  sir,  that  in  connection  with  this  arrangement 
there  is  no  express  provision  for  a  professor  of  chemistry;  but  as  a 
chemical  laboratory  is  provided  for,  and  as  the  professors  are  required 
to  be  of  the  most  useful  sciences  and  arts,  I  presume  this  professor- 
ship would  be  considered  first  in  importance,  and  would  by  no  possi- 
bilitv  be  omitted. 

In  some  parts  of  the  country  it  is  not  unusual  to  hear  objections 
against  the  application  of  science  to  agriculture.  I  have  heard  it 
questioned  even  here  whether  experiments  and  investigations  con- 
ducted in  Washington  City  can  be  of  any  use  in  other  latitudes,  soils, 
and  climates  throughout  our  extended  country.  I  maintain,  sir,  that 
science  in  agriculture  is  practicable,  and  that  its  cultivation  even  here 
at  the  seat  of  government  may  be  made  to  contribute  most  important 
benefits  to  all  parts  of  the  Union;  for,  let  it  be  remembered,  science 
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is  but  the  classification  of  facts  expressed  in  the  shape  of  ji^eneral  rules 
or  laws.  If  any  important  fact  be  omitted  in  the  pro<;ess  of  induction 
the  result  will  be  erroneous  and  calculated  to  mislead.  But  continued 
experiment  and  investigation  will  eventually  point  out  the  omitted  or 
misplaced  fact,  and  gradually  a  true  science  will  grow  up,  rising  from 
the  fii'st  rude  attempts,  through  various  gradations  of  improvement, 
up  to  its  highest  and  most  perfect  form.  Results  predicted  from  cer- 
tain operations  without  due  consideration  and  experience  of  all  attend- 
ing facts  and  circumstances,  changes  of  soil  and  climate,  would  not  be 
verified  except  by  the  merest  accident.  But  is  it  not  plain  that  the 
experiments  here,  disseminated  throughout  the  country  by  appropri- 
ate means  and  illuminated  by  all  existing  knowledge  as  to  the  influence 
of  varied  circumstances,  will  be  seized  upon  by  the  intelligent  and 
skillful  agriculturist  in  all  quarters  and  submitted  to  still  further 
tests  in  order  to  eliminate  the  ultimate  truth — the  most  general  law — 
divested  of  all  extraneous  facts?  The  experiments  made  abroad  will 
be  reflected  back  again  to  the  central  institution,  and  they  will  enable 
it  to  correct  its  conclusions  whenever  these  may  have  proved  to  be  to 
any  extent  erroneous.  If  this  professoi*ship  should  ac<;omplish  noth- 
ing more  than  to  point  out  the  mode  of  investigation  to  be  adopted, 
and  to  compare  the  results  in  different  quarters  and  give  information 
of  them,  this  of  itself  would  be  an  essential  service  to  agriculture. 

It  will  not  be  disputed,  however,  that  there  are  some  things  in  agri- 
culture of  a  general  nature  which  science  at  any  place  can  determine 
with  absolute  certainty.  One  might  theorize  in  reference  to  processes 
of  cultivation,  and  the  results  would  be  very  generally  erroneous.  It 
might  be  plausibly  argued  that  to  disturb  and  break  the  roots  of  a  stalk 
of  corn  by  the  usual  mode  of  cultivation  must  injure  the  health  and 
produce  of  the  plant.  But  experience  determines  precisely  the  con- 
trary; whether  it  be  that  new  and  more  numerous  small  roots  are  put 
out,  penetrating  to  every  part  of  the  soil,  and  thereby  obtaining 
abundant  nutriment,  or  whether  it  be  simply  that  the  oxygen  and  car- 
bonic acid  gas  of  the  air  and  of  the  soil  are  rendered  more  accessible 
to  the  roots  of  the  plant  by  the  loosened  texture  of  the  ground.  Yet 
when  the  agricultural  chemist  ascertains  that  the  stalk,  leaf,  or  gralQ 
of  any  plant  contains  certain  substances,  the  silicates,  phosphates,  or 
carbonates,  and  that  these  are  indispensable  to  their  perfection,  he  is 
enabled  to  predicate  with  absolute  certainty  that  these  substances 
must  be  in  the  soil,  or  that  the  plant  will  not  flourish.  This  is  a  spe- 
cies of  information  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  applicable  under 
all  circumstances  and  in  all  climates.  In  its  perfect  form,  when  science 
shall  have  expended  her  fruitful  labor  upon  it,  it  will  enable  the 
farmer  to  control  the  growth  of  his  crop  and  give  it  any  desired 
development,  just  as  he  now  controls  the  growth  of  his  domestic  ani- 
mals, raising  his  cattle  for  milk  or  for  beef,  and  his  sheep  for  wool  or 
for  mutton,  at  his  pleasure. 
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I  would  say,  sir,  in  reference  to  this,  what  I  have  said  of  another 
branch  of  science,  and  indeed  what  may  be  said  of  all  knowledge, 
that  it  i«  impossible  to  foresee  the  great  results  to  which  they  will 
lead.  I  have  unbounded  faith  in  the  resources  of  science  in  all  her 
departments,  and  I  look  forward  with  the  expectation  of  discoveries 
and  improvements  far  more  important  and  wonderful  than  anything 
which  has  yet  been  accomplished.  The  magnetic  telegraph  is  a  mar- 
vel, but  it  does  not  mark  the  extreme  boundary  of  human  ingenuity. 

Another  leading  and  important  feature  in  this  bill  is  that  it  proposes 
"a  professor  of  common  school  instruction,  with  other  professors, 
chiefly  of  the  more  useful  sciences  and  arts,"  and  that  it  contemplates 
the  education  of  young  persons  as  teachers  of  common  schools.  It 
looks  to  the  education  of  the  people — to  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  the  great  mass.  Of  course  this  aid  to  the  cause  of 
popular  education  can  only  be  of  the  most  general  kind.  No  direct 
application  of  the  means  of  the  Institution  to  that  purpose  could  be 
expected.  But  while  this  provision  is  one  of  high  generality,  it  is, 
nevertheless,  one  also  of  controlling  eflSciency,  calculated  to  be  highly 
beneficial  in  its  directory  influence.  If  a  number  of  the  best  teachers, 
imbued  with  all  the  useful  science  of  the  age  and  thoroughly  qualified 
for  imparting  knowledge  to  the  young  mind  by  the  most  improved 
modes,  can  be  sent  abroad  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  doubtless  a 
great  point  will  have  been  gained.  No  business  is  so  imperfectly 
understood  and  so  badly  conducted  in  some  parts  of  the  Union  as  that 
of  teaching.  An  institution  which  will  have  the  effect  of  improving 
and  elevating  the  standard  of  instruction  generally  will  be  a  great 
national  blessing. 

Does  anyone  doubt  that  the  scheme  proposed  in  this  bill  can  be 
made  to  produce  that  result?  Even  though  teac^hers  may  not  be  gen- 
erally furnished  for  all  sections,  an  immense  advantage  will  be  obtained 
by  the  diffusion  of  correct  information  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  organ- 
izing schools  and  the  best  plans  for  instruction.  The  most  important 
kinds  of  knowledge  are  too  frequently  altogether  neglected  in  our 
primary  schools.  Let  the  members  6i  this  House  look  back  to  their 
schoolboy  days  and  compare  the  instruction  they  received  with  that 
which  is  now  dispensed  in  the  best  public  schools.  We  were  fortunate, 
sir,  very  fortunate,  if  we  were  taught  anything  more  than  words;  if 
physical  science  constituted  any  part  of  our  early  instruction;  if  our 
attention  was  directed  for  a  moment  to  the  things  around  us,  among 
which  and  with  which  we  were  bound  to  accomplish  our  destiny. 
Impoitant  changes  have  now  taken  place,  and  not  among  the  least 
important  is  that  of  teaching  the  outlines  of  physical  science  at  the  very 
earliest  period — to  make  the  child  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
ten  thousand  natural  objects  around  him — to  give  him  some  idea  of  the 
structure  of  the  globe  he  inhabits  and  of  the  system  of  which  this 
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planet  is  a  part.  This  is  knowledge  which  the  child  can  comprehend 
and  which  the  man  can  never  fail  to  use  with  advantage.  It  is  prop- 
erly the  first  knowledge  to  be  imparted,  lying  obviously  at  the  very 
foundation  of  all  good  education. 

How  much  has  been  accomplished  of  late  in  this  respect  may  be 
inferred  from  the  following  passage,  which  I  read  from  the  last  report 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Public  School  Society  of  New  York: 

A  circular  sent  to  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools  about  three  weeks  since 
resiulted  before  they  closed  in  not  less  than  10,000  elementary  cabinets  of  geology 
for  nearly  the  same  number  of  famihes,  collected,  labeled,  and  assorted  by  the 
pupils,  securing  in  very  many  instances  a  hearty  interest  and  essential  aid  from  their 
parents  and  other  friends.  Public  school  No.  15  collected,  prepared,  labeled,  and 
distributed  not  less  than  400  such  cabinets  in  one  day,  etc. 

These  are  interesting  facts.  They  show  that  the  science  of  educa- 
tion is  advancing  with  the  general  march  of  improvement;  and  they 
render  no  longer  doubtful  the  propriety  and  importance  of  devoting  a 
portion  of  the  means  of  this  national  institution  to  assist  in  carrying 
forward  even  more  rapidly  this  great  movement  of  the  age. 

The  bill  provides  for  the  "preparation  of  sets  of  illustrations, 
specimens,  apparatus,  and  schoolbooks  suitable  for  primary  schools," 
I  consider  these  provisions  of  the  highest  importance.  Next  to  the 
furnishing  of  proper  teachers  is  the  necessity  for  proper  instruments 
of  education.  Indeed,  I  do  not  know  but  this  should  be  placed  fore- 
most in  importance,  for  with  the  best  illustrations,  apparatus,  and 
books,  the  teacher  could  scarcely  fail  to  perform  his  part  with  the 
greatest  advantage  and  the  best  success.  The  propriety  of  having 
"professors  of  the  most  useful  sciences  and  arts"  connected  with  the 
"  normal  branch"  of  this  Institution  is  too  obvious  to  require  a  single 
remark. 

The  bill  does  not  propose  (for  indeed  the  proposition  would  be 
absurd)  to  give  to  such  schoolbooks  as  may  be  prepared  any  authority 
other  than  that  which  the  character  of  the  Institution  and  their  own 
intrinsic  worth  would  impress  upon  them.  But  it  is  very  certain  that 
able  and  experienced  men,  directing  their  minds  particularly  to  that 
object,  would  be  prepared  to  give  to  the  world  something  far  better 
than  we  now  possess — something  in  the  way  of  elementary  books 
which  would  essentially  contribute  to  the  uniformity  and  eflSciency  of 
general  education.  I  think  it  will  be  acknowledged  by  all  who  know 
anything  of  the  subject  that  such  books  for  primary  schools  are  at  this 
moment  a  great  desideratum.  I  know  of  no  means  by  which  greater 
benefit  could  be  conferred  upon  the  people  at  large  than  by  the  judi- 
cious preparation  and  cheap  supply  of  such  books.  They  would  be 
equivalent  to  a  great  plan  of  education,  emanating  from  the  highest 
and  best  authority,  causing  the  light  of  all  modern  science  and  mod- 
ern improvement  to  converge  into  every  country  schoolhouse  in  the 
land. 
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There  are  other  features  in  this  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  upon  which  it 
would  be  interesting  to  comment,  if  the  hour  allotted  by  the  rules  of 
the  House  would  permit.  The  lectures  by  able  men  of  science,  the 
cheap  and  useful  publications,  and  the  investigations  which  the  managers 
have  power  to  direct  may  be  made,  by  judicious  direction,  to  con- 
tribute to  the  most  useful  and  important  ends.  But  these  things  will 
suggest  themselves  to  the  mind  of  every  intelligent  man. 

I  approve  heartily  the  provision  which  forbids  the  establishment  of 
any  school  of  law,  or  medicine,  or  divinity,  or  any  professorship 
of  ancient  languages.  The  scope  of  my  remarks  throughout  has  been 
in  accordance  with  this  view  and,  I  hope,  will  fully  justify  the  position. 
The  number  of  persons  who  could  be  educated  by  all  the  funds  of  this 
Institution  must,  of  necessity,  be  very  limited;  and  unless  they  be 
instructed  with  a  view  to  communicate  the  light  and  diffuse  the 
knowledge  received,  the  benefits  of  the  establishment  would  not  be 
general. 

The  annual  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  gradual  formation  of 
a  library  might  have  been  limited  to  a  smaller  amount  with  a  better 
result.   But  the  managers  will  doubtless  act  with  wisdom  and  discretion. 

By  proper  management  this  Institution  may  doubtless  be  made  the 
instrument  of  immense  good  to  the  whole  country.  To  the  Govern- 
ment it  will  be  of  no  slight  advantage.  It  will  be  a  great  Institution. 
It  may  attain  a  character  as  high  as  that  of  the  French  Academy;  and 
its  authority  will  then  be  decisive  in  reference  to  numerous  questions 
of  a  scientific  nature,  continually  presented  to  the  committees  of  Con- 
gress and  the  Departments  of  Government  for  determination  and  con- 
sequent action.  Such  an  institution  is  greatly  needed  in  the  Federal 
city.  It  is  fortunate,  not  less  for  the  public  service  than  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  individual  citizen,  that  the  opportunity  is  now  afforded 
to  accomplish  so  important  an  object.  I  can  not  doubt  that  the  oppor- 
tunity will  be  seized  with  alacrity  and  improved  with  something  of 
that  spirit  of  liberality  and  intelligence  which  I  think  is  embodied  in 
the  bill  now  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  William  Sawyer  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
''six,"  in  the  first  section,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  ''  five." 

There  was  a  motion  pending  to  strike  out  the  whole  bill,  and  therefore 
this  motion  to  amend  was  in  order. 

The  ninth  section  was  not  under  consideration,  but  when  it  should 

be  he  would  move  to  amend  it,  in  the  fourth  line,  by  inserting  after 

the  word  "therein"  the  following  proviso: 

Provided^  That  such  students  shall  be  selected  from  the  different  Statea  and  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  according  to  the  ratio  of  representation  in  Congress. 

He  thought  5  per  cent  as  high  a  rate  of  interest  as  was  proper.  He 
was  not  willing  that  his  constituents  should  be  saddled  with  so  high  a 
rate  of  interest  as  6  per  cent,  for  the  people  must  pay  it  out  of  their 
pockets.    For  a  peimanent  loan  5  per  cent  was  high  enough. 
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The  other  amendment  which  he  would  propose  related  to  the  regu- 
lations for  the  admission  of  students  into  the  various  departments  of 
the  Institution.  He  proposed  to  take  the  students  from  the  different 
States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States,  according  to  their  repre- 
sentation in  Congress,  so  that  they  shall  not  all  be  taken  from  Virginia, 
Maryland,  and  this  District,  as  had  been  the  case  in  regard  to  all  other 
appointments.  Heretofore  nine-tenths  of  all  appointments  had  been 
made  from  this  District  and  the  neighboring  States.  Other  States 
had  been  blotted  out  from  the  vocabulaiy  of  appointments.  There 
was  a  bill  before  the  House  to  do  this,  but  it  was  impossible  to  reach 
it,  obstacles  being  thrown  in  the  way  whenever  it  was  attempted. 
While  we  were  passing  laws  for  creating  more  public  institutions,  it 
was  proper  to  make  a  proviso  that  the  persons  benefited  by  it  should 
be  taken  from  every  portion  of  the  Union  instead  of  one  locality. 
With  proper  modifications  he  was  disposed  to  vote  for  this  bill. 

Mr.  D.  P.  King  had  some  amendments,  he  said,  to  propose  to  the 
bill  at  a  proper  time.  In  establishing  an  institution  like  this,  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  there  ought  undoubt- 
edly to  be  some  armngement  for  the  education  of  teachers.  He  would 
propose  that  lands  and  buildings  be  provided  for  young  men  to  enable 
them  to  prepare  for  such  an  education  as  will  qualify  them  for  use- 
fulness and  to  teach  others.  He  proposed  that  persons  should  be 
received  who,  by  their  labor,  would  maintain  themselves.  He  was 
desirous  of  promoting  the  interests  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country — 
of  cultivating  the  hand  as  well  as  the  head  and  heart — and  he  hoped 
provisions  for  these  objects  would  be  made  in  the  bill.  He  should 
move  to  insert  in  the  seventh  section,  after  the  word  "professors"  the 
words  "of  agriculture."  A  very  large  portion  of  the  people  were 
agriculturists,  and  it  was  the  most  useful  and  interesting  object  of 
pursuit.  He  wished  to  provide  for  the  use  of  those  who  became 
students  lands  and  buildings,  with  a  view  to  enable  them  to  engage 
in  practical  agriculture. 

He  was  not  disposed,  at  this  time,  to  go  into  the  subject  fully,  but 
he  submitted  that  the  best  mode  of  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  donor 
was  to  promote  agricultural  knowledge. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Owen  had  a  few  words  to  say  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sawyer],  who  had  urged  that  the  rate  of  interest  should 
be  5  instead  of  6  per  cent.  He  would  ask  the  committee  generally 
whether,  in  regard  to  a  perfect  gratuity — a  fund  for  public;  objects  to 
which  this  Government  had  not  contributed  one  cent — we  ought  not 
to  be  willing  to  pay  as  large  an  interest  as  we  were  ordinarily  obliged 
to  pay  on  loans  ?  Ought  we  not  to  yield  something  to  the  object  of  the 
bequests 

It  must  also  be  considered  that  by  this  bill  much  expense  was  saved 
to  the  Government.  Should  this  plan  be  carried  out  it  would  save  all 
the  expenses  attending  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  explor- 
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ing  expedition.  These  could  not  be  taken  care  of  without  considerable 
expense.  It  would  also  be  recollected  that  it  was  a  part  of  General 
Washington's  plan  in  laying  out  this  city  to  extend  the  public  grounds 
from  the  Capitol  to  the  President's  House.  These  grounds  embraced 
more  than  100  acres,  and  should  they  be  embellished  and  improved 
according  to  the  original  design  the  expense  would  be  very  great.  All 
these  expenses  were  to  be  defraved  bv  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
All  that  was  asked  was  the  ordinary  interest  of  6  per  cent,  which  the 
Government  had  recently  been  obliged  to  pay. 

In  regard  to  the  ninth"  section  of  the  bill,  he  would  be  glad  if  the 
objections  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  should  prove  to  be  good,  and 
that  there  should  be  such  an  overflow  of  applications  for  admission  into 
the  Institution  as  to  render  any  restrictions  necessary.  He  apprehended 
that  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  such  restrictions,  for  we  did  not 
propose,  as  at  the  West  Point  Academy,  to  pay  any  expenses  of  the 
students.  In  case  of  such  a  rush  for  admission  as  the  gentleman  antici- 
pated, he  would  admit  that  the  students  ought  to  be  divided  among 
all  the  States  and  Territories.  He  would  agree  to  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, but  he  apprehended  that  the  chief  diflSculty  would  be  in  getting 
a  sufficient  number  of  persons  to  come. 

Mr.  D.  P.  King  said  he  had  proposed  such  a  modification  of  the 
plan  as  would  enable  students  to  pay  their  board  by  laboring  on  the 
farm  of  the  Institution. 

Mr.  Owen  said  that  this  point  was  before  the  committee,  and  it 
was  agreed  that  young  men  might  be  employed  as  managers  and 
laborers,  if  they  were  willing,  while  they  were  pursuing  their  studies. 

Mr.  Sawyer  remarked  that  it  had  been  suggested  that  the  ninth 

section  already  provided  for  this  object.     But  he  must  insist  upon  it 

that  it  did  not,  and  to  prove  it  he  would  read  the  section,  as  follows: 

That  the  said  board  of  managers  shall  also  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
admission  of  students  intp  the  various  departments  of  the  Institution,  and  their  con- 
duct and  deportment  while  they  remain  therein. 

The  same  provision  applied  to  officers  of  the  Institution,  but  the 
managers  were  not  instructed  to  distribute  among  the  several  States 
and  Territories  all  the  students  applying  for  admission. 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis  said  that  so  far  as  the  Government  was  con- 
cerned the  bill  conferred  no  powers  on  it.  All  objections  on  that 
score  were  unfounded.  He  was  afraid  that  the  benches  of  the  Institu- 
tion would  not  be  filled  to  overflowing,  and  that  no  restriction  would 
be  necessary  on  that  score.  The  ninth  section  might  stand  as  it  was 
for  the  present,  and  when  necessary  Congress  could  amend  the  act  in 
order  to  meet  any  circumstances  that  might  arise.  In  the  meantime 
he  would  throw  open  the  door  to  all,  whether  for  a  single  lecture  or 
for  a  whole  course,  and  he  regarded  lectures  as  the  greatest  means 
of  extending  knowledge  which  had  been  adopted  in  modern  tin.es.  It 
was  second  only  to  the  invention  of  the  art  of  printing. 
H.  Doa  733 24 


370  CONGRESSIONAL    PROCEEDINGS. 

I  Everything  in  the  bill  tended  to  the  ini^reiise  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men. 

Some  had  urged  that  the  triLst  ought  not  to  hav(»  Ihhmi  accepted.  It 
was  too  late  to  make  that  objection.  He  held  that  we  were  now  o})liged 
to  carry  it  into  execution,  and  as  to  the  funds  themselves,  they  ought 
to  be  considered  as  money  still  in  the  Treasury,  unconnected  with  any 
stocks.  He  regretted  that  anyone  had  proposed  to  return  the  stocks 
to  the  heirs  or  kin  of  the  original  owner. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones  said  he  did  not  profess  to  understand  the  whole 
doctrine  of  trusts,  but  if  trust  funds  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Gctvernment,  was  the  Government  bound  to  keep  the  money,  instead 
of  investing  it?  Was  the  Government  bound  to  pay  interest  on  it 
without  investing  it? 

Mr.  Davis.  That  will  depend  on  the  character  of  the  fund.  The 
fund  was  given  in  trust  for  a  specific  object. 

Mr.  Jones.  Suppose  the  fund  had  been  left  to  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi;  was  he  bound  to  keep  it  and  pay  6  per  cent  interest  upon 
it?  Or,  if  he  invested  it  in  Mississippi  or  other  State  stocks,  in  good 
faith,  would  he  be  bound  as  trustee  to  make  good  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  fund? 

Mr.  Da\t[S  could,  he  said,  answer  that  case  in  perfect  conformity 
with  his  own  views  and  feelings  on  the  subject.  He  would  reject  the 
trust  unless  he  was  willing  to  execute  it;  and  if  he  misapplied  the 
money  and  delayed  to  execute  the  trust  for  eight  years  he  would 
consider  himself  bound  in  honor  to  make  good  the  whole  fund. 

Mr.  Davis  continued.  He  would  admit  that  the  Government  had 
no  authority  to  take  charge  of  the  subject  of  edu(*ation,  and  he  did 
not  consider  this  bill  as  liable  to  that  objection.  The  normal  school 
system  he  considered  as  highly  beneficial,  serving  to  produce  uniform- 
ity in  the  language  and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  all  sciences.  The 
spelling  book  of  Noah  Webster,  which  had  been  used  extensively  in 
our  primary  schools,  had  done  more  to  produce  unifomiity  in  our 
language  in  this  country  than  anything  else.  If  we  sent  out  good 
school  books  from  this  institution  it  would  be  of  vast  service  to  the 
countrv. 

ft' 

Mr.  Davis  enlarged  upon  the  benefits  which  would  result  to  science 
and  the  diffusion  of  every  kind  of  useful  knowledge  from  an  institu- 
tion which  would  gather  young  men  from  the  remotest  parts  of  the 
country  at  the  common  point  where  every  facility  for  practical 
instruction  would  be  afforded,  ^he  taste  of  the  country  would  be 
refined,  and  he  did  not  consider  this  as  antidemocratic.  Knowledge 
was  the  common  cement  that  was  to  unite  all  the  heterogeneous  mate- 
rials of  this  Union  into  one  mass,  like  the  very  pillars  before  us.  If 
there  was  any  constitutional  objection  to  the  establishment  of  a  cor- 
poration he  was  willing  to  strike  out  that  feature  in  the  bill  and  pre- 
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serve  the  remainder.  But  let  us  do  somethiDg  to  carry  out  the  objects 
of  the  testator,  or  let  us  throw  back  the  fund  upon  the  chancery  court 
of  England. 

Mr.  G.  P.  Marsh  desired,  he  said,  to  add  a  few  words  on  this 
subject,  but  was  unable  to  proceed  at  present  in  consequence  of  indis- 
position.    He  therefore  moved  that  the  committor  rise. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  upon  which  Mr.  Marsh  withdrew  the 
motion. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  expressed  a  wish  that  some  progress  be  made  in 
the  bill  by  taking  a  vote  on  some  of  the  amendments. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Sawyer,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marsh  the  committee  then  rose  and  reported 
progress. 
April  23,  1846— House. 

Mr.  Linn  Boyd  offered  a  resolution  providing  that  all  debate  on  this 
bill  should  cease  in  one  hour  and  a  half  after  it  should  again  be  taken 
up  in  committee  unless  sooner  disposed  of,  and  that  the  committee 
should  then  proceed  to  vote  on  amendments  pending  or  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  J.  11.  Ingersoll  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out 
"one  hour  and  a  half  after  it  shall  have  been  taken  up  in  committee," 
and  inserting  '^two  o'clock." 

Mr.  James  Graham  moved  that  the  resolution  and  amendment  be 
laid  on  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  John  W.  Davis)  announced  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness to  be  the  special  order  of  yesterday,  the  bill  to  establish  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  D.  Owen,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  (Mr.  Armistead  Burt,  of  South  Carolina,  in  the 
chair),  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  G.  P.  Marsh,  of  Vermont,  after  some  preliminary  observations, 
said:  I  agree,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  those  who  doubt  whether  it  was 
entirely  wise  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  munif- 
icent bequest  of  Mr.  Smithson.  Were  the  question  now  first  pre- 
sented I  should  hesitate.  Not  that  I  deny  or  even  doubt  the  power  of 
Congress  to  administer  this  charity,  but  I  should  question  the  pro- 
priety of  assuming  a  tiiist  which  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  we 
shall  not  discharge  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  the  fullest  effect  to  the 
purposes  of  the  enlightened  donor.  The  history  of  this  bequest 
confirms  these  scruples.  It  is  now  nearly  ten  years  since  Con- 
gress, by  a  solemn  act,  assumed  the  trust  and  pledged  '^the  faith  of 
the  United  States"  to  its  faithful  execution.  The  money  was  soon 
after  received  and  immediately  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  not  irrevocably,  it  is  to   be   hoped,  but  it  is,   at  all 
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events,  now  beyond  our  control,  and  no  portion  of  it  has  been  yet 
applied  to  the  noble  ends  of  the  bequest.  The  diflSculties  which  have 
thus  far  prevented  the  application  of  the  fund  to  its  proper  uses  still 
exist,  and  are  of  a  character  not  likely  to  be  removed.  Our  Govern- 
ment has  no  department  which  can  be  conveniently  charged  with  the 
administration  of  the  charity,  and  must  therefore  begin  with  the  organ- 
ization of  one  for  that  special  pui-pose.  In  this  incipient  step  we 
meet  with  obstacles  at  every  corner.  Questions  are  at  once  raised 
that  are  not  yet  solved,  and  are  certainly  in  themselves  of  no  easy 
solution.  How  far  can,  how  far  ought,  Congress  to  act  in  the  direct 
control  of  the  charity — how  far  should  it  make  specific  what  the  will 
of  the  testator  has  left  general?  If  Congress  shall  direct  the  particu- 
lar uses  to  which  the  fund  shall  be  applied,  what  shall  those  uses  be? 
Or  shall  we,  on  the  other  hand,  delegate  the  trust;  and,  if  so,  shall 
we  impose  its  duties  on  departments  already  too  heavily  burdened 
with  official  responsibilities,  or  shall  we  create  a  corporation  or  other 
special  agency  for  the  purpose?  Is  there  not  danger  that  the  institu- 
tion will  be  abused  for  party  ends,  and  merely  serve .  to  swell  the 
already  overgrown  patronage  of  the  Executive  ?  A  previous  sugges- 
tion of  these  difficulties  might  well  have  led  us  to  hesitate  before  we 
contracted  obligations  of  so  delicate  a  character,  and  I  fear  they  are 
yet  destined  for  some  time  longer  to  impede  the  satisfactory  action  of 
Congress. 

But  it  is  now  quite  time  that  we  apply  ourselves  in  earnest  to  the 
work  of  redeeming  our  country  from  the  reproach  of  infidelity  in  the 
discharge  of  so  high  and  solemn  a  trust,  and  that  at  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable period,  and  l^iefore  the  subject  shall  become  an  element  in  qut 
party  dissensions,  we  strive  to  make  available  to  our  fellow-citizens 
and  to  all  men  a  gift  as  splendid  as  its  purposes  are  noble. 

The  delay,  long  and  unwarrantable  as  it  is,  has  not  been  without  its 
issues.  It  has  afforded  abundant  time  for  the  collection,  comparison, 
and  concentration  of  opinion;  able  men  in  every  walk  of  scholastic 
and  professional  life  have  been  consulted;  many  of  the  wisest  Amer- 
ican statesmen  have  brought  the  energies  of  their  intellects  to  the 
examination  of  the  subject;  it  has  been  largely  discussed  m  both 
branches  of  the  National  Legislature;  numerous  studiously  considered 
plans  have  been  suggested,  providing  in  different  ways  for  every  inter- 
est which  can  be  supposed  to  be  embraced  within  the  views  of  the 
testator,  and  the  bill  now  before  us  is  a  compilation,  an  anthology,  so 
to  speak,  f roYn-all  these,  though  possessing  original  features — valuable 
features — the  credit  of  which  belongs  to  the  chairman  of  the  special 
committee  (Mr.  Owen),  by  whom  the  bill  was  report-ed. 

In  a  case  where  there  is  room  for  so  great  diversity  of  opinion  as  in 
this  there  can  be  no  hope  of  the  adoption  of  any  plan  not  conceived 
in  a  spirit  of  compromise;  and  on  this,  as  on  another  larger  question, 
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however  widely  apart  wo  may  be  at  first,  we  .shall  probably  find  our- 
selves in  the  end  obliged  to  settle  down  upon  the  pamllel  of  49°.  The 
bill  is  reported  by  the  special  comniittee  as  a  compromise,  and  proba- 
bly no  one  of  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  its  prepai^ation  is  quite  satis- 
fied with  its  provisions;  no  one  believes  it  to  be  the  best  plan  that 
could  be  devised;  but  they  felt  the  necessity  of  deferring  to  each  other, 
as  well  as  to  the  probable  opinion  of  Congress,  and  were  nearly  unan- 
imous in  thinking  it  more  likely  to  harmonize  discordant  views  than 
any  other  plan  suggested.  It  was  in  this  belief,  and  in  consideration 
of  the  importance  and  the  duty  of  e^rly  lU'tion,  that  I,  as  a  member  of 
that  committee,  assented  to  the  report,  regarding  the  scheme,  how- 
ever, not  merely  as  a  necessary  compromise,  but  as  rather  an  experi- 
ment, which  admitted,  and  which  I  trusted  would  hereafter  receive, 
great  changes  in  its  conditions,  than  as  a  complete  working  model. 

It  has  all  along  Ix^en  assumed  as  a  cardinal  principle  that  we  ought 
to  follow  implicitly  the  wall  of  the  liberal  donor,  and  it  has  been 
thought  unfortunate  that  he  was  not  more  specific  in  the  appropria- 
tion of  his  })ounty.  But  he  has  given  a  proof  of  a  generous  and 
enlightened  spirit,  and  at  the  same  time  has  paid  this  nation  the  high- 
est possible  compliment,  by  using  the  largest  and  most  comprehensive 
language  in  his  bequest;  thus  in  effect  saying  that  he  preferred  rather 
to  intrust  the  disposal  of  this  great  fund  to  the  wisdom  and  intelli- 
gence of  a  free  and  enlightened  people  than  to  limit  its  use  to  pur- 
poses accordant  with  his  own  peculiar  tastes.  Some  gentlemen  have 
thought  that  inasmuch  tus  the  testator  has  not  specified  the  particular 
mode  by  which  he  would  have  the  great  ends  of  his  charity  accom- 
plished we  are  bound  to  infer  his  wishes  from  the  character  of  his 
favorite  pursuits  and  to  conform  to  his  supposed  views  by  confining 
the  fund  to  the  promotion  of  objects  to  the  cultivation  of  which  his 
own  time  and  researches  were  devoted;  but  this  would  be  no  true 
conformity  to  the  enlightened  liberality  which  prompted  so  munifi- 
cent a  gift.  It  would  be  a  disparagement  to  so  generous  a  spirit  to 
imagine  that  while  saying  so  much  he  meant  so  little.  It  would  be 
so  wide  a  departure  from  his  large  and  wise  purposes  as  fairly  to 
defeat  his  noble  aims.  Had  he  been  in  fact  a  person  of  so  narrow  ^ 
view^s  as  this  argument  supposes,  he  would  have  guarded  against  the  ' 
possible  misapplication  of  his  charity  by  express  words  of  direction 
or  restriction;  and  it  is  a  proof  of  rare  generosity  in  an  enthusiastic 
lover  of  an  engrossing  pursuit  that  in  a  bequest  appropriating  his  I 
whole  estate  to  the  high  purpose  of  increasing  and  diffusing  knowl-  * 
edge  among  men  he  made  no  special  provision  for  the  promotion  of  i 
those  sciences  which  were  to  him  the  most  attractive  of  studies. 

After  all,  however,  he  was  not  a  student  of  so  limited  a  range  of 
inquirj^  as  has  been  sometimes  assumed.  He  was  a  man  of  studious 
and  scholastic  habits  and  of   large  and  liberal   research,  specially 
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devoted,  indeed^  to  the  cultivation  of  certain  branches  of  natural 
knowledge,  but  excluding  no  science,  no  philosophy,  from  his  sympa- 
thies. Too  enlightened  to  be  ignorant  of  the  comnmne  vinculum,  the 
common  bond  of  mutual  relation,  which  makes  all  knowledges  recipro- 
cally communicative  and  receptive — each  borrowing  light  from  all 
and  each  in  turn  reflecting  light  upon  all— he  was  too  generous  to  con- 
fine his  bounty  to  the  gi'atification  of  tastes  entirely  similar  to  his 
own.  None  of  the  objects  embraced  in  this  bill  are  alien  from  his 
probable  views.  Books,  indeed,  he  did  not  collect,  as  we  propose  to 
do,  because  to  one  who  had  no  fixed  habitation  a  library  would  have 
been  but  an  incumbrance,  and  he  lived  in  the  great  cities  of  Europe, 
where  public  and  private  munificence  has  collected  and  devoted  to 
general  use  such  ample  repositories  of  the  records  of  knowledge  that 
individual  accumulation  of  such  stores  is  almost  superfluous.  But, 
though  he  gathered  no  library,  his  writings  show  him  to  have  been  a 
man  of  somewhat  multifarious  reading,  and  it  is  quite  a  gratuitous 
assumption  to  suppose  him  to  have  been  one  of  those  narrow  minds 
who  think  no  path  worth  traveling  but  that  which  they  have  trodden, 
no  field  worth  cultivating  whose  fruits  they  have  never  plucked. 
Apart,  then,  from  the  liberty  which  the  broad  words  of  the  will  give 
us,  we  are  entitled  to  believe  that  the  purposes  of  the  testator  were  as 
comprehensive  as  the  language  he  has  used — that  he  aimed  at  promot- 
ing all  knowledge  for  the  couMnon  benefit  of  all  men — and  to  appro- 
priate to  the  American  people,  in  a  spirit  worthy  of  the  object  and 
of  ourselves,  the  compliment  he  has  paid  us  by  selecting  us  as  the  dis- 
pensers of  a  charity  which  knows  no  limits  but  the  utmost  bounds  of 
human  knowledge  and  claims  as  its  recipients  the  men  of  this  and  of 
all  coming  ages. 

The  limitation  of  the  bequest,  then,  is  to  the  *' increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men."  Here  two  objects  are  aimed  at — increase, 
enlargement,  extension,  progress;  and  diffusion,  spread,  communica- 
tion, dissemination.  These  the  bill  seeks  to  accomplish  by  various 
means.  It  proposes  to  increase  knowledge  by  collecting  specimens  of 
the  works  of  nature  from  every  clime,  and  in  each  of  her  kingdoms;  "by 
gathering  objects  in  every  branch  of  industrial,  decorative,  representa- 
tive, and  imaginative  art;  by  accumulating  the  records  of  human  action, 
and  thought,  and  invagination  in  eveiy  form  of  literature;  by  institut- 
ing experimental  researches  in  agriculture,  in  horticulture,  in  chem- 
istry, and  in  other  studies  founded  upon  observation.  It  proposes  to 
diffuse  the  knowledge  thus  accumulated,  acquired,  and  extended  by 
throwing  open  to  public  use  the  diversified  collections  of  the  Institu- 
tion in  every  branch  of  human  inquiry ;  b}'^  lectures  upon  every  sub- 
ject of  liberal  interest;  by  a  normal  school  where  teachers  shall  become 
pupils,  and  the  best  modes  that  experience  has  devised  for  imparting 
the  rudiments  of  knowledge  shall  be  communicated;  In'  preparing  and 
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distributing  models  of  scicntitic  apparatu.s;  and  by  th<i  publication  of 
lectures,  essays,  manuals,  and  treatises. 

Of  the  various  instrumentalities  recommended  by  this  noble  and 
imposing  scheme,  the  simplest  and  most  efficient,  both  as  it  respects 
the  increase  and  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  is,  in  my  judgment,  the 
prov^ision  for  collecting  for  public  use  a  libi'ary,  a  museum,  and  a  gal- 
lery of  art,  and  I  should  personally  much  prefer  that  for  a  reasonable 
period  the  entire  income  of  the  fund  should  be  expended  in  carrying 
out  this  branch  of  the  plan. 

But  in  expressing  my  preference  for  such  a  present  application  of 
the  moneys  of  the  fund,  and  my  belief  that  we  should  thus  best  accom- 
plish the  pui-poses  of  the  donor,  I  desire  not  to  be  understood  as 
speaking  contemptuously  of  research  and  experiment  in  natural 
knowledge  and  the  economic  arts.  I  have  too  much  both  of  interest 
and  of  feeling  staked  upon  the  prosperity  of  these  arts,  and  they  are 
to  me  subjects  too  intrinsically  attractive  to  allow  me  to  be  indifferent 
to  any  measure  which  promises  to  promote  their  advancement.  I  am 
even  convinced  that  their  earnest  cultiv^ation  and  extension  are  abso- 
lutely indispensable  to  our  national  prosperity,  our  true  independence, 
and  almost  our  political  existence,  and  I  am  at  all  times  ready  to  main- 
tain their  claim  to  all  the  legislative  favor  which  it  is  within  the  power  of 
the  General  Government  to  bestow.  I  would  not,  therefore,  exclude 
them  from  the  plan  of  a  great  national  institution  for  the  promotion  of 
all  good  learning;  but  I  desire  to  assign  them  their  true  place  in  the  scale 
of  human  knowledge,  and  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  my  dissent 
from  the  doctrine  implied  by  the  bill,  as  originally  framed  and  referred 
to  the  special  committee,  which  confines  all  knowledge,  all  science,  to 
the  numerical  and  quantitative  values  of  material  things.  Researches 
in  such  branches  as  were  the  favored  objects  of  that  bill,  have  in  gen- 
eral little  of  a  rea,lly  scientific  character.  Geology,  mineralogy,  even 
chemistry,  are  but  assemblages  of  apparent  facts,  empirically  estab- 
lished; and  this  must  always  be  true,  to  a  great  extent  of  every  study 
which  rests  upon  observation  and  experiment  alone.  True  science  is 
the  classification  and  arrangement  of  necessary  primary  truths,  accord- 
ing to  their  relations  with  each  other,  and  in  reference  to  the  logical 
deductions  which  may  be  made  from  them.  JSudi  science,  the  only 
absolute  knowledge,  is  the  highest  and  worthiest  object  of  human 
inquiiy,  and  must  be  drawn  from  deeper  sources  than  the  cnicible  and 
the  retort. 

The  bill  provides  for  the  construction  of  buildings,  with  suitable 
apartments  for  a  library,  and  for  collections  in  the  various  branches 
of  natural  knowledge  and  of  aii:,  and  directs  the  annual  expenditure 
of  a  sum  ''  not  exceeding  an  average  of  $10,000,  for  the  gmdual  for- 
mation of  a  libi*aiy  composed  of  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all 
departments  of  human  knowledge."    As  I  have  already  indicated,  I 
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consider  this  the  most  vahiablc  feature  of  the  plan,  though  I  think  the 
amount  unwisely  restricted;  and  I  shall  confine  the  few  observations  I 
design  to  submit  respecting  the  bill  chiefly  to  the  consideration  of  this 
single  provision.  I  had  originally  purposed  to  examine  the  subject 
from  quite  a  different  point  of  view,  but  the  eloquent  remarks  of  the 
chairman  of  the  special  committee  [Mr.  Owen],  which  seem  to  be 
intended  as  an  argument  rather  against  this  provision  than  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  as  a  reply  to  the  able  and  brilliant  speech  of  a  distin- 
guished member  of  another  branch  of  Congress  upon  a  former  occasion 
[Mr.  Choate],  has  induced  me  to  take  a  somewhat  narrower  range  than 
I  should  othei'wise  have  done.  I  wish,  sir,  that  Senator  wore  here  to 
rejoin,  in  his  own  proper  person,  to  the  beautiful  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  who  seems  rather  to  admire  the  rhetoric  than  to 
be  convinced  by  the  logic  of  the  eloquent  orator  to  whom  I  refer.  In 
that  case,  sir,  I  think  my  friend  from  Indiana,  trenchant  as  are  his 
own  weapons,  would  feel  as  many  have  felt  before,  that  the  polished 
blade  of  the  gentleman  who  lately  did  such  honor  to  Massachasetts  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  is  not  the  le.ss  keen,  because,  like 
Harmodius  and  Aristogiton,  he  wraps  it  in  sprays  of  myrtle. 

It  has  been  objected  by  some,  that  the  appropriation  is  too  large  for 
the  purpose  expressed — ''the  gradual  formation  of  a  library  composed 
of  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all  departments  of  human  knowledge." 
But  if  we  consider  how  much  is  embraced  in  these  comprehensive 
words,  we  shall  arrive  at  a  very  different  conclusion.  The  great  libra- 
ries of  Europe  range  from  200,000  to  500,000,  or  perhaps  even  750,000 
volumes.  That  of  the  University  of  Gottingen,  the  most  useful  of  all 
for  the  purposes  of  general  scholarship,  contains  about  300,000.  How 
long  would  it  require  to  collect  a  library  like  this,  with  an  annual 
expenditure  of  $10,000.  The  Library  of  Congress  is  said  to  have  cost 
about  $3.50  per  volume;  but  as  a  whole  it  has  not  been  economically 
purchased,  and  though  composed  chiefly  of  works  which  do  not  main- 
tain a  permanently  high  price,  yet  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  annual 
purchases  consists  of  new  books  from  the  press  of  London,  the  dearest 
book  market  in  the  world,  its  cost  has  ]>een  much  higher  than  that  of 
a  great  miscellaneous  library  ought  to  be.  The  best  public  library 
in  America  for  its  extent  (10,000  volumes),  which  I  am  happy  to  say  is 
that  of  the  university  of  my  native  State,  Vermont,  costs  but  $1.50 
per  volume.  It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  the  Government,  which 
always  pays  the  highest  price,  will  be  so  favorably  dealt  with;  and  it  is 
scarcely  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  succeed  in  securing  the  services  of  so 
faithful  and  so  competent  an  agent  as  was  employed  by  the  University 
of  Vermont. 

I  have  myself  been,  unfortunately  for  my  purse,  a  ])ook  buyer,  and 
have  had  occasion  to  procure  ])ooks  not  only  in  this  country  but  from 
all  the  principal  book  marts  in  Western  Europe.    From  my  own  expe- 
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rience  and  some  inquiry  I  am  satisfied  that  the  whole  cost  of  such 
books  as  a  national  library  ought  to  consist  of,  including  binding  and 
all  other  charges,  except  the  compensation  and  traveling  expenses  of 
an  agent,  should  not  exceed  $2  per  volume.  If  you  allow  $2,000  for 
the  compensation  and  expenses  of  an  agent  (which  would  not  be 
increased  upon  a  considerably  larger  expenditure),  you  have  $8,000 
remaining,  which,  at  the  average  cost  I  have  supposed,  would  purchase 
4,000  volumes  a  year.  How  long,  I  repeat,  would  it  require  at  this 
rate  to  accumulate  a  library  equal  in  extent  to  that  of  Gottingen? 
More  than  seventy  years.  In  some  seventy  years,  then — in  three  score 
years  and  ten — when  you,  sir,  and  I,  and  all  who  hear  my  voice,  and 
all  the  present  actors  in  this  busy  world  shall  be  numbered  with  the 
dead,  we  may  hope  that  free,  enlightened  America,  by  the  too  sparing 
use  of  the  generous  bounty  of  a  stranger,  will  possess  a  collection  of 
the  recorded  workings  of  the  human  mind  not  inferior  to  that  enjoyed 
by  a  single  school  in  the  miniature  kingdom  of  Hanover.  And  what 
provision  is  made  for  the  increase  of  books  meanwhile?  Look  at  the 
activity  of  the  presses  of  London  and  Paris — at  the  vastly  prolific 
literature  of  Germany — at  the  increasing  production  of  our  own  coun- 
try— to  omit  the  smaller  but  still  valuable  contributions  to  the  store 
of  human  knowledge  in  the  languages  of  other  countries,  and  you  will 
perceive  that  this  appropriation,  so  far  from  being  extravagantly  large, 
will  scarcely  even  suflSce  for  keeping  up  with  the  current  literature  of 
the  day.  Gottingen  meantime  will  go  on;  her  300,000  volumes  will 
increase  in  seventy  years  to  half  a  million,  and  we  shall  still  lag 
200,000  volumes  behind. 

The  utility  of  great  libraries  has  been  questioned,  and  it  has  been 
confidently  asserted  that  all  truly  valuable  knowledge  is  comprised  in 
a  comparatively  small  number  of  volumes.  It  is  said  that  the  vast 
collections  of  the  Vatican,  of  Paris,  of  Munich,  and  of  Copenhagen 
are  in  a  great  measure  composed  of  works  originally  worthless,  or 
now  obsolete,  or  superseded  by  new  editions,  or  surpassed  by  later 
treatises.  That  there  is  some  foundation  for  this  opinion  I  shall  not 
den}^  but  after  everj^  deduction  is  made  u]:x)n  these  accounts,  there 
will  still  remain  in  any  of  these  libraries  a  great  number  of  works 
which,  having  originally  had  intrinsic  worth,  have  yet  their  permanent 
value.  Because  a  newer  or  better  or  truer  book  upon  a  given  sub- 
ject now  exists,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  older  and 
inferior  is  to  be  rejected.  It  may  contain  important  truths  or  inter- 
esting views  that  later  and,  upon  the  whole,  l>etter  authors  have 
overlooked — it  may  embody  curious  anecdotes  of  forgotten  times — it 
may  be  valuable  as  an  illustration  of  the  history  of  opinion,  or  as  a 
model  of  composition;  or,  if  of  great  antiquity,  it  may  i)ossess  much 
interest  as  a  specimen  of  early  typography. 

Again,  because  any  one  individual,  even  the  most  learned,  can  not 
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in  this  short  life  exhaust  ail  art,  because  he  can  thoroughly  master  but 
a  few  hundred  volumes,  road  or  even  have  occasion  to  consult  but  a 
few  thousands,  we  are  not  therefore  authorized  to  conclude  that  all 
beyond  these  are  supei*fluous.  Each  of  the  hundred  authors  who  have 
produced  those  thousands  of  volumes  had  read  also  his '  thousands. 
The  scholar  is  foniied  not  by  the  books  alone  that  he  has  read,  but  he 
receives  at  second  hand  the  essence  of  multitudes  of  others;  for  every 
good  book  supposes  and  implies  the  previous  existence  of  numerous 
other  good  books. 

An  individual  even  of  moderate  means,  and  who  is  content  to  confine 
his  studies  within  somewhat  narrow  bounds,  may  select  and  acquire 
for  himself  a  libi-ary  adequate  to  his  own  intellectual  wants  and  tastes, 
though  entirely  unsuited  to  the  purposes  of  one  of  different  or  larger 
aims,  and  by  the  diligent  use  of  this  he  may  attain  a  high  degree  of 
mental  culture;  but  a  national  library  can  be  accommodated  to  no  nar- 
row or  arbitmrj'  standard.  It  mast  embrace  all  science — all  history — 
all  languages.  It  must  be  extensive  enough,  and  diversified  enough, 
to  furnish  aliment  for  the  cravings  of  every  appetite.  Wo  need  some 
great  establishment  that  shall  not  hoard  its  treasures  with  the  jealous 
niggardliness  which  locks  up  the  libraries  of  Britain,  but  shall  emu- 
late the  generous  munificence  which  throws  open  to  the  world  the 
boundless  stores  of  literary  wealth  of  Germany  and  France — some 
exhaustless  fountain,  where  the  poorest  and  humblest  aspirant  may 
slake  his  thirst  for  knowledge,  without  money  and  without  price. 

Of  all  places  in  our  territory,  this  central  heart  of  the  nation  is  the 
fittest  for  such  an  establishment.  It  is  situated  in  the  middle  zone  of 
our  system — easily  and  cheaply  ac^cessible  from  every  quarter  of  the. 
Union — blessed  with  a  mild,  a  salubrious,  and  an  equable  climate — 
abundant  in  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  physical  life — far  removed 
from  the  din  of  commerce,  and  free  from  narrow  and  sectional 
influences. 

Let  us  here  erect  a  temple  of  the  muses,  served  and  guarded  by  no 
exclusive  priesthood,  but  with  its  hundred  gates  thrown  open,  that 
every  votary  may  enter  unquestioned,  and  you  will  find  it  thronged 
with  ardent  worshipers,  who,  though  poverty  may  compel  them  to 
subsist,  like  Heyne,  on  the  pods  of  pulse  and  the  parings  of  roots, 
shall  yet  forget  the  hunger  of  the  body  in  the  more  craving  wants  of 
the  soul. 

From  the  limited  powers  of  our  National  Government,  and  the 
jealous  care  with  which  their  exercise  is  wat<*hed  and  resisted,  in  cases 
where  the  interests  of  mere  humanity — not  party — are  concerned,  it 
can  do  little  for  the  general  promotion  of  literature  and  science.  The 
present  is  a  rare  opportunity,  the  only  one  yet  offered,  and  never  per- 
haps to  be  repeated,  for  taking  our  proper  place  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  not  merely  as  a  political  society.  })ut  as  patrons  of  knowl- 
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edge  and  the  liberal  art.s.  Tin*  treasures  of  our  national  wealth  are, 
perhaps,  not  at  our  command  for  this  purpose;  and  it  is  only  ])y  the 
dLstroet  use  of  this  bequest,  and  of  the  funds  which  private  liberality 
will  assuredly  c*ontri])ute  to  extend  the  means  of  the  Institution,  that 
we  can  hope  to  kindle  a  luminary  whose  light  shall  encompass  the 
earth,  and  to  repay  to  Europe  the  illumination  we  have  borrowed 
from  her. 

Th(^  library  of  Gottingen,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  contains  six 
times  as  many  Aolumes  as  the  largest  American  collections;  it  has  been 
accunmlated  within  a  comparatively  short  peri(Kl — scarcely  a  century — 
and,  having  been  selected  upon  a  fixed  plan  by  the  ablest  scholars  in 
the  world,  it  contains  few  books  originally  without  merit,  few  dupli- 
cates, and  few  which  the  progress  of  science  and  literature  have  ren- 
dcr(*d  worthless.  And  yet,  though  upon  the  whole  the  best  existing 
libi*ary,  it,  in  many  departments,  does  not  approach  to  completeness, 
and  the  scholars  who  resort  to  it  are  often  obliged  to  seek  elsewhere 
sources  of  knowledge  which  Gottingen  does  not  afford. 

We  shall  perhaps  b(»  best  able  to  estimate  our  own  deficiencies  and 
wants  ])y  comparing  the  contents  of  our  Congressional  Library  with 
the  actual  extent  of  existing  literature.  The  Library  of  Congress  con- 
tains more  than  4<),000  volumes,  in  general  valuable  and  well  chosen, 
with  not  many  duplicates,  not  many  books  that  one  would  altogether 
reject.  Tt  is  not  composed,  like  too  many  of  our  public  libraries,  in 
any  considerable  degree,  of  books  which  have  been  given,  l>ecaase  the 
proprietor  found  them  too  worthless  to  keep,  but  it  has  been  almost 
wholly  purchas(Ml  and  selected  from  the  best  European  sale  catalogues, 
and  yet  there  is  no  on(»  branch  of  liberal  study,  even  among  those  of 
greatest  int(»rest  to  ourselves,  in  which  it  is  not  miserably  deficient. 

There  is  perhaps  no  ])etter  general  catalogue  of  such  books  in  the 
various  departments  of  learning,  as  are  prized  by  collectors,  than  the 
Table  Methodiciue,  in  the  last  edition  of  Brunet's  Manuel  du  Libraire. 
Brunet  enumerates  more  than  30,000  works,  making  in  the  whole 
about  100,000  volumes,  and  professes  to  specify  only  the  most  impor- 
tant and  the  rarest.  The  list  contains,  no  doubt,  very  many  works  of 
little  intrinsic  worth,  or  even  of  adventitious  interest;  but  it  is,  per- 
haps, not  too  imich  to  say  that  a  library  of  the  larger  class  ought  to 
possess  at  least  25,000  of  the  volumes  it  specifies.  But  this  list  is  even 
tolerably  complete  in  but  few  departments.  In  French  history  and 
literature,  in  civil  and  international  law,  in  the  history  and  literature 
of  classical  antiquity  and  of  early  typography,  in  theology,  in  medi- 
cine, you  will  find  it  perhaps  nearl}'^  satisfactory;  but  in  the  history 
and  literature  of  all  other  nations,  and  in  almost  every  other  field 
of  inquiry  but  those  I  have  mentioned,  the  learned  scholar  will  miss 
the  titles  of  many  more  valuable  works  than  he  will  find,  while 
many  highly  interesting  and  important  chapters  are  almost  entirely 
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blank.  The  Congressional  Library  does  not  probably  contain  one- 
fourth  even  of  the  small  projwrtion  of  Brunet's  list  which  I  have 
described  as  of  intrinsic  and  pennanent  value.  But  are  there  not 
numerous  branches  of  knowledge  well  worthy  a  place  in  every  great 
literary  repository,  and  which  are  yet  wholly  unrepresented  in  our 
alcoves?  Let  us  devote  a  moment  to  some  dry  statistics  concern- 
ing the  literature  of  continental  Europe.  The  Bibliotheca  Historica 
Sueo-Gothica  of  Warmholtz,  the  last  volume  of  which  appeared  in 
1817,  enumerates  no  less  than  10,000  works  illustrative  of  the  his- 
tory of  Sweden  alone;  and  the  thirty  years  since  have  added  greatly 
to  the  number.  The  Litei*atur-Lexicon  of  Nyerup,  published  in 
1820,  gives  the  titles  of  probably  an  equal  number  of  works  belong- 
ing to  the  literature  of  the  (countries  subject  to  the  Danish  Crown. 
Holland,  too,  has  noble  historians,  naturalists,  poets,  and  dramatists, 
and  has  produced  many  works  of  unsurpassed  value  upon  the  history 
of  commerce  and  navigation.  The  list  of  Brunet  contains  not  one  in 
a  hundred  of  the  standard  authors  of  these  several  countries;  and  the 
Library  of  Congress,  as  far  as  I  remember,  does  not  possess  a  volume 
in  the  language  of  either  of  them.  Again,  consider  the  vast  extent 
and  surpassing  value  of  the  literature  of  Germany.  Of  the  3,000,000 
different  volumes  of  printed  books  supi)osed  to  exist,  it  is  computed 
that  more  than  one- third  are  in  the  German  language.  The  learning 
of  Germany  embraces  everj^  field  of  human  inquiry,  and  the  efforts  of 
her  scholars  have  done  more  to  extend  the  bounds  of  modern  knowl- 
edge than  the  united  la]>ors  of  the  rest  of  the  Christian  world.  Every 
scholar  familiar  with  her  literature — let  me  not  say  familiar,  for  life 
is  too  short  for  any  man  to  count  ifcs  boundless  treasures — but  every 
enlightened  student  who  has  but  dipped  into  it,  will  readily  confess  its 
infinite  superiority  to  any  other,  I  might  almost  sa}^  to  all  other  litera- 
tures. It  has  been  affirmed  that  more  than  one-half  of  our  population 
is  of  recent  German  origin,  and  German  is  the  vernacular  tongue  of 
extensive  districts  of  American  soil.  Yet  the  Library  of  Congress 
contains  not  one  hundred,  probably  not  fifty,  volumes  in  that  noble 
language.  You  have  none  of  the  numerous  writers  of  the  vast  empire 
of  Russia,  or  of  Poland;  nothing  of  the  curious  literatures  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia;  only  the  commonest  books  in  Italian  and  Spanish;  not 
a  volume  in  the  language  of  Portugal,  rich  as  it  is  in  various  litera- 
ture, and  especially  in  the  wild  yet  true  romance  of  Oriental  discovery 
and  conquest  that  come^  down  to  us  through  the  pages  of  learned  De 
Barros  and  quaint  old  Castanheda,  ringing  upon  the  ear  and  stirring 
the  blood  like  the  sound  of  a  far-off  trumpet.  In  the  boundless  world, 
too,  of  Oriental  learning,  of  which  our  increasing  commercial  rela- 
tions with  the  countries  of  the  East  render  it  highly  desirable  that 
we  should  possess  the  means  of  acquiring  a  knowledge,  you  have  noth- 
ing to  show  but  a  few  translations  of  the  Bible,  and  perhaps  some 
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works  of  devotion  or  elementary  religious  doctrine,  which  American 
missionaries  have  presented  3^ou. 

Will  it  not  be  admitted  that  an  American  library,  the  national 
libraiy  of  a  people  descended  from  men  of  every  clime,  and  blood, 
and  language — a  country  which  throws  open  its  dooi*s  as  an  asylum 
for  the  oppressed  of  ever}^  race  and  every  tongue — should  be  some- 
what more  comprehensive  in  its  ranged  That  it  should  at  least  have 
some  representatives  of  eveiy  branch  of  human  learning,  some  memo- 
rials of  every  written  tongue  that  is  spoken  within  its  borders? 

But,  even  in  English  literature  our  Library  is  sadly  meager.  How 
far  are  we  from  possessing  a  tolerably  complete  series  of  the  English 
printed  books  of  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries,  or  even  of  that 
best  age  of  English  learning,  that  age  with  which  every  honest  Amer- 
ican most  truly  sympathizes,  the  age  of  Cromwell  and  of  Milton? 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  at  our  command  the  means  of  enabling 
some  diligent  scholar  to  write  what  has  not  yet  been  worthily  written, 
or  indeed  scarce  even  attempted,  a  complete  history  of  the  literature 
of  our  Anglo-Saxon  mother  tongue — or  to  perform  that  herculean  task 
which,  in  spite  of  the  vaunted  but  feeble  labors  of  Webster,  remains 
still  to  be  accomplished — the  preparation  of  a  respectable  English 
dictionary? 

If  there  is  any  department  of  learning  in  which  a  library  selected 
for  the  use  of  the  representatives  of  a  democracy  should  be  complete, 
it  is  that  of  history.  But  what  have  we  of  the  sources  of  historical 
investigation?  Histories,  indeed,  we  have;  but  little  history.  True, 
we  have  Robertson,  and  Hume,  and  Voltaire,  and  Gibbon,  and,  above 
all,  Alison,  a  i)opular  writer  in  these  days,  and — 

Like  Sir  Agripi>a,  for  profound 
And  solid  lying,  much  renowned; 

but  of  those  materials  from  which  true  history  is  to  be  drawn  we  have 
little,  very  little.  The  works  belonging  to  the  proper  history  of  the 
American  Continent  alone,  every  one  of  which  it  would  be  highly 
desirable  to  possess,  number  certainly  more  than  20,000  volumes,  fully 
equal  to  one-half  the  Congressional  Library,  and  of  these  we  have, 
as  yet,  but  a  small  proportion. 

If  the  bounty  of  the  generous  foreigner,  in  spite  of  the  broad  lan- 
guage which  expresses  his  liberal  purpose,  is  to  be  confined  to  the 
narrow  ases  which  some  gentlemen  propose,  the  appropriation  of 
$10,000  per  annum  is  unnecessarily  large,  at  least  for  permanent 
expenditure.  A  moderate  amount  would  collect  all  that  is  worth  buy- 
ing in  the  experimental  sciences,  and  a  small  annual  appropriation 
would  keep  up  with  the  advance  of  knowledge  in  this  department. 
But  it  is  due  to  ourselves,  due  to  our  age,  due  to  the  lofty  views 
which  inspired  a  benefaction  so  splendid — a  gift  clogged  with  no  nar- 
row conditions — that  we  act  in  a  more  generous,  a  wider,  a  more 
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all  the  experimental  sciences  owe  to  this  one  science,  which  in  its 
investigations  appeals  to  no  empiricism,  calls  in  the  aid  of  none  of  the 
senses,  none  of  the  machinery  of  art  or  of  nature. 

But,  independent  of  this  particular  point,  the  aid  which  the  physical 
sciences  may  expect  to  derive  from  mere  speculative  knowledge,  I 
should  hope  that  at  this  time,  and  in  this  place,  one  might  safely  venture 
a  plea  in  behalf  of  all  that  higher  knowledge  which  serves  to  humanize, 
to  refine,  to  elevate,  to  make  men  more  deeply  wise,  better,  less 
thoughtful  of  material  interests,  and  more  regardful  of  eternal  truths. 
And  let  it  not  be  said  that  our  own  brief  history  proves  that  great 
libraries  are  superfluous,  because  without  them  we  have  produced 
statesmen,  civilians,  orators,  and  jurisprudents,  nowise  inferior  to 
the  ablest  of  their  European  contemporaries.  Without  dwelling  upon 
the  stimulus  of  popular  institutions,  and  the  stirring  excitement  of 
our  revolutionary'  and  later  history,  which  have  tended  to  encourage 
the  development  of  this  species  of  talent,  the  objection  is  suflSciently 
answered  by  saying  that,  in  the  case  of  most  of  the  American  states- 
men of  the  Revolution,  as  well  as  of  many  of  later  date,  private  wealth 
has  supplied  the  place  of  public  provisions  for  the  attainment  of 
knowledge.  In  the  period  of  our  colonial  history,  the  sons  of  wealthy 
families  were  often  educated  in  the  best  schools  of  Europe,  and  the 
framers  of  our  Constitution  were  chiefly  men  of  high  education  and 
elegant  attainment^!;.  Jefferson,  whose  writings  are  canonical  with  the 
democracy,  had  the  best  private  library  in  America,  and  was  a  man  of 
multifarious  if  not  of  profound  learning.  The  State  papers  of  that 
remarkable  era  are,  with  few  exceptions,  obviously  productions  pf  men 
not  merely  of  inspired  genius  or  of  patient  thought,  but  of  laborious 
acquisition;  and  they  are  full,  not  of  that  cheap  learning  which  is 
proved  by  pedantic  quotation,  but  of  that  sound  discipline  which  is 
the  unequivocal  result  of  extensive  reading  and  diligent  research. 
Who  have  been  the  men  in  all  ages  that  have  exercised  the  widest  and 
most  permanent  influence  both  on  the  moral  and  physical  well-being 
of  man?  The  spirit  of  the  crusades  was  roused  by  the  preaching  of 
a  thoughtful  solitary;  Columbus  was  a  learned  scholar,  and  Luther 
but  a  studious  monk.  Watt,  the  great  improver  of  the  steam  engine, 
was  a  man  of  curious  and  recondite  learning.  Bonaparte  was  care- 
fully educated  at  the  school  of  Brienne,  and  was  through  life  a  liberal 
patron  of  learning  and  the  arts.  The  glorious  rebellion  of  1649  was 
the  work  of  men  of  the  closet,  and  Milton,  who  to  our  shame  is  less 
known  among  us  by  his  prose  than  by  his  poetry,  was  its  apostle. 
Our  own  independence  was  declared  and  maintained  by  scholars,  and 
all  men  know  that  the  French  revolution  had  its  germ  in  the  writings 
of  the  EncyclopsBdists.  All  men,  in  fact,  who  have  acted  upon  opinion, 
who  have  contributed  to  establish  principles  that  have  left  their  impress 
for  ages,  have  spent  some  part  of  their  lives  in  scholastic  retirement. 
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It  is  this  very  point — the  maintenance  of  principles  discovered  and 
defended  by  men  prepared  for  that  service  by  severe  discipline  and 
laborious  study — that  so  strikingly  distinguishes  the  English  rebellion 
of  164r9  and  our  own  Revolution  from  most  other  insurrectionary  move- 
ments, and  particularly  from  the  French  revolution.  The  English  and 
American  statesmen  of  those  two  periods  were  contending  for  truths, 
the  French  atheists  and  philosophers  for  interests;  the  former  sought 
to  learn  their  duties,  the  latter  concerned  themselves  only  about  their 
rights;  the  Anglo-Saxon  was  inspired  by  principle,  the  Graul  was 
instigated  by  passion. 

The  principles  of  American  liberty,  which  education  and  habit  have 
rendered  so  familiar  to  us  that  we  fancy  them  intuitive  or  even  instinc- 
tive, are  in  truth  no  more  obvious  than  the  physical  theory  of  the 
universe;  and  the  study  of  the  philosophical  and  political  history  of 
the  last  three  centuries  will  convince  every  inquirer  that  their  devel- 
opment from  their  germs  as  involved  in  the  fundamental  doctrines  of 
the  Refonnation  has  been  the  work  not  of  unconscious  time  only,  but 
has  required  the  labor  of  successive  generations  of  philosophers  and 
statesmen. 

I  look  upon  a  great  and  well-selected  library  composed  of  the  mon- 
uments of  all  knowledge  in  all  tongues  as  the  most  cifective  means  of 
releasing  us  from  the  slavish  deference,  which  in  spite  of  our  loud 
and  vaporing  protestations  of  independence  we  habitually  pay  to 
English  precedents  and  authorities  in  all  matters  of  opinion.  Our 
history  and  our  political  experience  are  so  brief  that  in  the  multitude 
of  new  cases  which  are  perpetually  arising  we  are  often  at  a  loss  for 
domestic  parallels,  and  find  it  cheaper  to  cite  an  English  dictum  than 
to  investigate  a  question  upon  more  independent  grounds.  Not  only 
are  our  parliamentary  law,  our  legislative  action,  our  judicial  proceed- 
ings, to  a  great  extent  fashioned  after  those  of  the  mother  country, 
but  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  Government,  our  theory  of  the 
political  rights  of  man,  are  often  distorted  in  order  that  they  may  be 
accommodated  to  rules  and  definitions  drawn  from  English  constitu- 
tional law.  Even  the  most  sacred  of  political  rights,  the  right  of 
petition,  I  have  heard  both  attacked  and  defended  upon  this  floor  by 
very  sufficient  Democrats  entirely  upon  precedents  drawn  from  tbB 
practice  of  the  British  Parliament.  Our  community  of  origin,  lan- 
guage, and  law  exposes  the  younger  nation  to  the  constant  danger  of 
being  overshadowed  by  the  authority  of  the  elder.  It  is  a  great  evil 
to  a  young  and  growing  people  as  well  as  to  a  youthful  and  aspiring 
spirit  to  have  its  energies  cramped  and  its  originality  smothered  by  a 
servile  spirit  of  conformity  to  any  one  model,  however  excellent;  and 
it  is  quite  time  for  us  to  learn  that  there  are  other  sources  of  instruc- 
tion than  the  counsels  and  example  of  our  ancient  mother. 

Sir,  1  make  these  remarks  in  no  narrow  feeling  of  jealous  hostility 
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to  England;  still  less  at  this  crisis,  when  some  are  seeking  to  misc  a 
whirlwind  of  popular  indignation  against  that  countn^  upon  which 
they  may  themselves  float  to  power,  would  1  join  in  any  vulgar  denun- 
ciations of  a  people  from  whom  we  have  borrowed  so  much.  We 
owe  to  England  much  of  our  political  principles,  many  of  the  founda- 
tions of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties,  many  of  the  most  valual)le 
features  of  our  jurisprudence.  Something,  indeed,  we  hav^e  repaid. 
England,  in  conmion  with  all  Europe,  has  profited  by  our  experience. 
The  gi^asp  of  feudal  oppression  has  been  relaxed,  the  atrocious  severity 
of  the  criminal  law  has  been  mitigated,  judicial  proceedings  have  been 
simplified,  the  subject  has  >)eon  admitted  to  a  larger  particij)ation  in 
the  concerns  of  government,  monopolies  are  bexjoming  obsolete,  and 
the  responsibilities  of  rulers  are  felt  to  be  more  stringent.  To  the 
credit  of  many  of  these  ameliorations  we  may  fairly  lay  claim;  while 
in  science  and  its  application  to  the  arts  we  have  sustained  no  dis- 
graceful rivalry  with  our  trans- Atlantic  brethren.  But  no  generous 
man  thinks  his  debt  of  gratitude  canceled  till  it  is  thrice  repaid,  and 
we  have  therefore  yet  much  to  do  before  we  can  say  that  America  is 
no  longer  the  debtor  of  England.  Let  us  then  seize  this  one  oppor- 
tunity which  a  son  of  her  own  has  offered  us  and  build  with  it  a  pharos, 
whose  light  shall  serve  as  well  to  guide  the  mariner  in  the  distant 
horizon  as  to  illuminate  him  who  casts  anchor  at  its  foot. 

But  what  are  we  offered  instead  of  the  advantages  which  we  might 
hope  to  reap  from  such  a  library  as  I  have  described?  We  are  prom- 
ised experiments  and  lectures,  a  laboratory,  and  an  audience  hall. 
Sir,  a  laboratory  is  a  charnel  house,  chemical  decomposition  begins 
with  death,  and  experiments  are  but  the  dry  bones  of  science.  It  is 
the  thoughtful  meditation  alone  of  minds  trained  and  disciplined  in 
far  other  halls  that  can  clothe  these  with  flesh,  and  blood,  and  sinews, 
and  breathe  into  them  the  breath  of  life.  Without  a  library,  which 
alone  can  give  such  training  and  such  discipline,  both  to  teachers  and 
to  pupils,  all  these  are  but  a  masked  pageant  and  the  demonstrator  is  a 
harlequin.  This  is  not  a  question  of  idle  speculation,  it  is  one  that 
experience  has  answered.  There  are  no  foci  which  are  gathering  and 
reflecting  so  much  light  upon  the  arcana  of  natural  science  as  the 
schools  of  Paris  and  of  Germany,  and  all  scholars  are  agreed  that  the 
great  libraries  of  those  seminaries,  and  the  mental  discipline  acquired 
by  the  use  of  them  are,  if  not  the  sole  means,  at  least  necessary  condi- 
tions of  their  surpassing  excellence. 

But  we  are  told  that  these  experimental  researches  will  guide  us  to 
the  most  important  of  all  knowledge,  that,  namely,  of  common  things. 
Sir,  what  are  conunon  things?  Is  nothing  common  but  these  material 
frames  of  ours;  nothing  but  the  garments  we  wear,  the  habitations  that 
shelter,  and  the  food  that  nourishes  us;  nothing  but  the  air  we  breathe, 
the  fowls  of  heaven,  the  beasts  of  the  field,  the  herbs,  the  trees,  and 
H.  Doc.  732 26 
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the  rocks  around  us?  Is  nothing  common  but  the  glittering  sands 
beneath  our  feet  and  the  glittering  stars  on  which  we  gaze  ?  Sir,  these 
are  indeed  common,  and  well  it  is  to  understand  their  uses,  and,  so  far 
as  our  dim  vision  can  pierce,  even  their  natures  also;  but  are  there  not 
things  even  more  common,  nearer  to  our  inmost  selves,  harder,  indeed, 
but  more  profitable  to  be  underetood;  objects  not  limited  by  the  three 
dimensions,  not  ponderable,  not  cognizable  by  any  of  the  senses,  and 
yet  subjects  of  precise  definition,  of  logical  argument,  of  philosophical 
interest,  and  of  overwhelming  importance?  Sir,  the  soul  of  man  U  a 
very  common  thing;  his  relations  to  his  Maker  and  to  his  fellows,  the 
laws  of  his  moral  and  intellectual  being,  his  past  history  and  his  prob- 
able future  destiny,  the  principles  of  government  and  the  laws  of 
political  economy — all  these  are  common  things,  the  commonest,  indeed, 
of  all  things,  and  shall  we  make  no  provision  for  instruction  in  these? 

But,  sir,  the  knowledge  of  what  are  called  the  physical  sciences  is  of 
far  less  importance,  even  in  reference  to  the  very  objects  which  they 
are  supposed  especially  to  promote,  than  is  genemlly  believed.  There 
wan  an  age — I  should  say  ages — brilliant  and  glorious  ages  of  philoso- 
phers, of  statesmen,  of  patriots,  of  heroes,  and  of  artists,  and  artisans, 
too — when  as  3^et  the  sciences  of  chemistry,  and  mineralogy,  and  metal- 
lurgy had  neither  name  nor  being;  when  experimental  research  was 
unknown,  and  the  raw  material  of  the  arts  was  prepared  for  subsequent 
manipulation  in  no  laboratory  but  the  hidden  workshops  of  natui*e; 
when  the  profoundest  philosophers  were  content  with  resolving  all 
material  things  into  the  four  elements,  and  men  knew  nothing  of  that 
subtle  analysis  and  those  strange  powers  whereby  the  elements  them- 
selves are  decomposed,  the  ingredients  of  the  atmosphere  solidified, 
and  granite,  porphyiy,  and  adamant  resolved  into  imperceptible  gases. 
And  what,  sir,  have  our  boasted  researches  taught  us  to  accomplish  in 
the  industrial  arts  that  the  cunning  workman  of  Eg}'pt,  and  Tyre,  and 
Greece  could  not  do  three  thousand  3'ears  ago?  Can  our  machinery 
rear  loftier  piles  than  the  Pyramids,  or  move  more  ponderous  masses 
than  the  stones  of  Persepolis,  or  the  monolithic  temples  of  Egypt?  Is 
a  European  princess  arrayed  in  finer  webs  than  the  daughter  of  a 
Pharaoh,  or  decked  in  colors  more  gorgeous  than  the  Tyrian  purple? 
Can  the  chemistry  of  England  compound  more  brilliant  or  more  dura- 
ble pigments  than  those  which  decorate  the  walls  of  the  catacombs  of 
the  Nile?  Can  the  modern  artist,  with  all  the  aid  of  his  new  magni- 
fiers, rival  the  microscopic  minuteness  of  some  ancient  mosaics,  or  can 
the  glassworkers  of  our  times  sui*pass  the  counterfeit  gems  of  antiquity  ? 

Sir,  nuKlern  chemistry,  metallurgy,  and  machinery  have  multiplied, 
cheapened,  and  diffused — not  improved — the  products  of  industrial 
art;  and  herein  lies  our  superiority,  not  that  we  can  do  better,  but,  by 
bringing  to  our  aid  the  obedient  forces  of  nature,  wc  can  do  more, 
than  our  predecessors.     In  this- point  of  view,  regarding  modern  im- 
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provemente  in  these  arts  as  the  great  equalizers  of  the  conditions  of 
different  ranks  in  society,  no  man  can  estimate  them  more  highly  than 
I  do,  and  I  hope  soon  to  have  an  opportunity  of  showing  that  I  duly 
appreciate  them.  But  I  must  protest  against  that  classification  of  the 
objects  of  human  knowledge  which,  by  giving  them  an  undue  pre- 
eminence, elevates  empiricism  above  true  science,  prefers  matter  to 
mind,  and  in  its  zeal  to  advance  the  means  quite  loses  sight  of  the  end. 

Sir,  these  arts  are  the  right  hand,  not  the  spirit,  of  true  progressive 
democracy;  they  are  the  lever  that  shall  move  the  world,  not  the 
immaterial  mind  that  shall  guide  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  at  present  I  neither  propose  nor  expect  any  modifi- 
cation of  this  bill.  I  am  content  with  it  as  an  experiment,  though  I 
should  prefer  the  appropriation  of  the  entire  income  of  the  fund  for 
one  generation — three  times  only  as  long  as  it  has  now  lain  idle — to 
the  purpose  of  founding  such  a  library  as  the  world  has  not  yet  seen. 
If  I  support  the  bill,  I  shall  support  it,  I  repeat,  as  an  experiment,  but 
in  the  confident  hope  that  the  plan  will  soon  be  so  changed  as  to  make 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  a  fitter  representative  of  a  charity  which 
embraces  all  knowledge  as  its  object  and  appoints  the  whole  human 
race  its  beneficiaries. 

Mr.  Isaac  E.  Morse  said  he  desired  to  submit  a  few  observations 
in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  this  fund. 

Expressing  the  pleasure  which  he  had  derived  from  the  argiunent 
of  the  learned  and  eloquent  gentleman  [Mr.  Marsh]  who  had  just  taken 
his  seat,  he  [Mr.  Morse]  was  still  of  opinion  that  if  anything  could  be 
drawn  from  the  character  of  the  testator,  or  from  his  habits  and  pur- 
suits, as  to  the  direction  which  he  desired  his  bequest  should  take,  it 
was  of  a  much  more  practical  nature  than  that  contemplated  either  by 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Marsh]  or  by  the  originators  of 
the  bill  before  the  House.  Mr.  Smithson  was  a  practical  man;  and 
although  endowed  with  the  highest  learning,  he  3'et  condescended  to 
devote  his  time  to  a  subject  of  the  most  domestic  and  homely  character. 
If  his  intention  had  been  to  establish  a  university  or  a  magnificent 
library,  and  thus  to  have  his  name  transmitted  to  posterity,  it  would 
have  been  easy  for  him  to  have  said  so,  and  nothing  would  have  been 
left  to  this  country  but  to  cany  out  his  enlightened  and  liberal  inten- 
tions. But  he  had  no  doubt  studied  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
American  people  and  discovered  that,  whilst  they  entertained  a  proper 
respect  for  the  learning  and  genius  of  the  German  universities,  of  the 
sciences  taught  in  the  universities  of  Europe,  still  there  was  some- 
thing in  the  common  sense  and  practical  knowledge  of  that  people 
which  comported  with  his  notions;  and  he  desired  that  this  money 
should  be  devoted  to  some  plan  of  diffusing  pi-actical  and  useful 
knowledge  amongst  them. 

Mr.  MoBSE,  referring  to  some  iK>rtions  of  the  argument  of  Mr. 
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Marsh,  inquired  what  there  was  in  the  learning  and  science  of  Europe 
comparable  to  the  discovery  of  the  steam  engine  by  an  American,  or 
of  the  cotton  gin,  or  of  the  magnetic  telegi-aph.  All  our  inventions 
had  a  tendency  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  human  i*ace,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  common  people;  and  it  was  no  doubt  under  a  just  and 
proper  appreciation  of  that  character  that  the  testator  left  his  money 
to  be  applied  to  such  objects.  Did  he  intend  to  establish  a  university? 
No.  Did  he  intend  to  establish  a  magnificent  library?  No.  He 
knew  that  the  world  was  full  of  musty  compilations,  of  the  produc- 
tions of  learned  authors,  to  be  wondered  at  more  for  their  extent  than 
for  their  usefulness.  He  [Mr.  Morse]  was  not  among  the  number  of 
those  who  wished  to  depreciate  the  learning  treasured  up  for  ages 
past  by  the  bookmakers  and  book  collectors  of  all  nations;  but  he 
proposed  to  offer  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  a  substitute 
which,  he  thought,  would  remove  some  of  the  constitutional  objec- 
tions raised  against  the  bill  and  which  would,  in  his  judgment,  meet 
the  intention  of  the  donor. 

He  did  not  wish,  however,  to  interfere  with  the  progress  of  this 
bill.  He  concurred  in  the  opinion  which  had  been  expressed,  that  it 
was  a  crime,  a  burning  sin,  that  this  nation  should  have  held  this 
money  for  ten  years,  in  violation  of  a  solemn  trust  and  in  violation  of 
the  solemn  obligations  imposed  wpon  every  man  who,  at  this  bar,  had 
taken  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  and  to  act  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  people.  It  was  in  violation  of  that  spirit  which  ever 
ought  to  actuate  the  American  nation  to  be  the  recipient  of  this 
munificent  sum,  and  yet  to  suffer  the  people — the  masses,  the  hoi  pel- 
loi — to  be  so  long  deprived  of  any  benefit  from  it.  But  if  there  was 
strength  enough  in  the  House  to  pass  the  bill,  he  had  no  particular 
prid^  in  taking  another  course.  He  should,  therefore,  submit  his 
proposition  at  the  proper  time,  leaving  the  committee  to  act  upon  it 
as  it  might  think  proper. 

The  substitute  of  which  Mr.  Morse  gave  notice  is  in  the  following 
words: 

A  bill  to  establish  the  SxnlthaonlAn  Institution  for  the  "increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  amoOf 

men." 

Whereas  James  Smithson,  esquire,  of  London,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
by  his  last  will  and  testament  did  give  the  whole  of  his  property  to  the  United  States 
of  America  to  found,  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institutiosi, 
an  estahlishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men ;  and  whereas 
the  creation  of  a  university,  academy,  or  college  is  liable  to  constitutional  difficultiee, 
sectional  jealousies,  and  would  absorb  a  large  proportion  of  the  funds  in  the  erection 
of  buildings,  and  would  more  or  less  interfere  with  the  numerous  institutions  through- 
out our  country;  and  with  a  view  of  carrying  out  in  the  simplest  form  the  benevo- 
lent intentions  of  the  donor. 

Be  it  enacted  J  etc.  That  the  management  of  this  fund  shall  be  entrusted  to  a  board 
of  managers,  to  be  styled  the  trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  to  be  compoeed  of 
the  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  the  Chief  Justice,  daring  the 
time  for  which  they  shall  hold  their  respective  offices,  the  heads  of  the  difterent 
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Departuieuts,  the  foreign  miuisters,  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  members 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  together  with  seven  other  persons,  two 
of  whom  shall  be  members  of  the  National  Institute  and  resident  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  the  other  five  thereof  shall  be  inhabitants  of  States,  and  no  two  of  them 
of  the  same  State;  and  the  managers  to  be  selected  as  aforesaid  from  Congress  shall 
be  appointed  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act — ^the  members  of  the  Senate 
by  the  President  thereof  and  the  members  of  the  House  by  the  Speaker  thereof — and 
those  so  appointed  shall  serve  until  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  December  the  second 
next  after  the  passage  of  this  act;  and  then  and  biennially  thereafter  on  every  alter- 
nate fourth  Wednesday  of  December  a  like  number  shall  be  appointed  in  the  same 
manner  to  serve  until  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  December  the  second  succeeding  their 
appointment;  and  they  shall  also  constitute  and  be  denominated  a  joint  standing 
committee  of  Congress  on  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  and  vacancies  occasioned  by 
death,  resignation,  or  otherwise  shall  be  filled  as  vacancies  in  committees  are  filled; 
and  the  other  seven  managers  aforesaid  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years  from 
the  fourth  Wednesday  of  December  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  when  and  on 
every  alternate  fourth  Wednesday  of  December  thereafter  a  new  election  thereof 
shall  be  made  by  joint  resolution  of  Congress;  and  vacancies  occasioned  by  death, 
resignation,  or  otherwise  may  be  filled  in  like  manner  by  joint  resolution  of  Con- 
gress. And  the  said  managers  shall  meet  and  organize,  by  the  choice  of  a  president, 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  first  Monday  in  September  next  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  and  they  shall  then  fix  on  the  times  for  regular  meetings  of  the  board; 
and  on  application  of  any  three  of  the  managers  to  the  superintendent  of  the  said 
Institution'it  shall  be  his  duty  to  appoint  a  special  meeting  of  the  board,  of  which 
he  shall  give  notice  by  letter  to  each  of  the  members;  and  at  any  meeting  of  the 
board  of  managers  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business.  And  each  member 
of  the  board  of  managers  shall  be  paid  his  necessary  traveling  and  other  actual 
expenses  in  attending  meetings  of  the  board,  which  shall  be  audited  and  recorded 
by  the  superintendent  of  the  Institution;  but  his  service  as  manager  shall  be  gra- 
tuitous. And  whenever  money  is  required  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  or  perform- 
ance of  the  contracts  of  the  Institution,  incurred  or  ente*^  into  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  for  making  the  purchases  and  executing  the  objects 
authorized  by  this  act,  the  superintendent  or  the  managers,  or  any  three  there6f, 
may  certify  to  the  president  of  the  board  that  such  sum  of  money  is  required,  where- 
upon he  shall  submit  the  same  to  a  committee  of  three  of  the  managers,  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  for  examination  and  approval,  and  upon  such  examination  and 
approval  he  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  proper  oflBcer  of  the  Treasury  for  payment 
And  the  said  board  shall  make  all  needful  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Institution  and  the  persons  employed  therein,  and  shall  submit  to 
Congress,  at  each  session  thereof,  a  report  of  the  operations,  expenditures,  and  con- 
dition of  the  Institution. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  so  soon  as  the  board  of  managers  shall  be  regularly 
and  legally  organized,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  cause  to  be  published  for  the  space  of 
one  year  in  such  of  the  most  widely  circulated  newspapers  in  the  United  States  and  in 
Europe,  as  they  may  deem  best,  the  offer  of  suitable  rewards  or  prizes  for  the  best  written 
essay  on  ten  subjects,  the  most  practical  and  useful  which  the  majority  of  said  board 
shall  determine  upon;  and  when,  after  a  decision  upon  the  relative  merits  of  the 
different  essays,  they  determine  to  which  the  prize  shall  be  awarded  on  the  several 
subjects,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  have  as  many  copies  of  each  of  the  essays  printed 
as  they  may  deem  best,  to  be  distributed  to  the  governors  of  the  several  States,  to 
the  several  incorporated  literary  universities,  to  such  European  institutions  as  they 
may  choose,  and  the  balance  to  be  distributed  throughout  the  United  States  by  the 
members  of  Congress,  thus  fulfilling  in  the  letter  and  spirit  the  wise  and  compre- 
hensive intentions  of  the  donor  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men. 
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Mr.  Owen  desired  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Vennont  [Mr.  Marsh],  and  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr. 
Morse].  The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  had  already  given  the  most 
important  item  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  namely,  that 
we  had  no  right  to  run  counter  to  what  might  clearly  seem  to  be  the 
intention  of  Mr.  Smithson.  This  fund  was  not  ours;  it  was  intrusted 
to  us  for  a  special  purpose,  and  unless  we  could  believe  that  he  would 
desire,  if  living,  the  establishment  of  a  libi*ary  the  money  ought  not 
to  be  so  appropriated. 

This  bill  had  been  framed  in  a  spirit  of  compromise.  The  original 
Senate  bill  of  the  last  session  appropriated  $5,000  for  this  object.  The 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  Mr.  Owen  believed,  proposed  $20,000. 
The  bill  proposed  a  medium,  a  sum  not  exceeding  $10,000.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  go  further.  A  gentleman  who  had  formerly 
been  Librarian  of  Congress,  in  conversation  with  him,  had  said  that  he 
thought  it  was  impracticable  to  purchase  with  advantage  more  than 
$10,000  worth  of  books.  The  duty  must  be  intrusted  to  one  agent  to 
prevent  the  purchase  of  duplicates,  and  no  one  agent  could  purchase 
advantageously  more  than  this  amount,  so  that  there  was  a  practical 
difficulty  in  the  way. 

In  relation  to  the  course  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisi- 
ana [Mr.  Morse],  the  same  plan  had  occurred  to  Dr.  Cooper,  of  South 
Carolina,  but  had  been  rejected  by  him. 

[Mr.  Owen  here  read  an  extract  in  support  of  this  assertion.] 

As  to  a  cheap  publication  branch,  he  would  remind  the  committee 
that  we  already  had  one.  In  looking  over  the  periodicals  of  the  day 
it  did  not  appear  that  the  prize  essays  were  the  best;  the  voluntary 
essays  seemed  to  be  so.  We  should  find  plenty  of  treatises  of  a  most 
useful  character  without  paying  a  dollar  for  them.  The  mere  gratifi- 
cation of  having  them  published  would  be  inducement  sufficient  to 
enable  us  to  obtain  them. 

The  gentleman  said  that  there  should  be  no  laboratory;  that  it  was 
not  the  design  of  Mr.  Smithson.  The  fact  that  Mr.  Smithson  spent 
half  of  his  life  in  a  laboratory  seemed  to  refute  this  objection. 

There  was  little  in  the  bill  of  an  imperative  character  in  relation  to 
all  these  various  branches.  Its  phraseology  was  "may."  If,  there- 
fore, it  was  discovered  that  one  bi-anch  would  be  more  beneficial  than 
another  there  was  the  power  to  adopt  it.  There  was  nothing  at  all 
binding  about  it. 

Mr.  John  S.  Chipman  spoke  urgently  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Wis 
first  reason  for  voting  (as  he  said  he  intended  to  do)  was  based  on  a 
fact  that  was  irrevocable,  namely,  that  this  Government,  great  and 
powerful  as  it  was,  prospering  and  progressing  as  it  was  in  original 
native  intellect,  fostered  by  institutions  known  to  no  other  country 
and  no  other  people,  should  have  consented  to  be  the  recipient  of  what 
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was  called  here  a  inunifieent  donation  of  half  a  million  from  an  Eng- 
lishman to  enlightened  American  republicans  in  this  country.  How 
did  it  happen  that  this  Government  accepted  such  a  boon  from  a  for- 
eigner— an  Englishman,  too?  He  looked  upon  it  as  a  stain  on  the  his- 
tory of  the  country,  as  an  insult  to  the  American  nation.  He  wished 
this  Government  to  wash  its  hands  of  all  such  eleemosynary  dealings. 
There  was  a  native  stock  in  this  country,  intellectual  and  physical, 
that  needed  no  foreign  aid,  and  he  trusted  in  God  it  would  not  conde- 
scend to  receive  any. 

In  making  these  remarks  he  would  probably  be  charged  with  being 
opposed  to  education.  He  was  opposed  to  it  in  the  light  in  which  in 
modern  times  it  was  sought  to  be  inculcated  in  this  country — an  edu- 
cation which  passed  over  all  thought,  all  reflection,  all  originality,  and 
was  based  upon  an  intellectual  lumber  house  of  undigested  and  indi- 
gestible matter,  thrown  together  in  the  head  of  some  aspirant  after 
immortal  intellectual  fame,  without  originality  enough  to  give  char- 
acter, he  would  not  say  to  what — he  had  a  term,  but  probably  it  might 
be  inappropriate  for  him  to  utter  it  here.  How  the  donor  of  this 
money,  being  an  Englishman,  came  to  love  this  country  so  well,  God 
only  knew;  but  ho  (Mr.  Chipman)  would  say  that  in  yielding  to  his 
suggestion  the  country  had  humbled  and  degraded  itself. 

He  objected  to  the  bill  because,  clearly  and  in  terms,  it  established 
a  corporation.  He  appealed  to  his  political  friends,  after  all  their 
opposition,  after  all  their  arguments,  after  all  their  efforts  to  put  down 
a  United  States  bank  on  the  ground  of  its  unconstitutionality,  whether — 
tickled,  amused,  their  pride  touched  by  the  great  advantages  of  dis- 
pelling the  cloud  of  ignorance  which  overshadowed  the  American 
Republic — they  would  now  belie  all  their  principles  and  all  their  pro- 
fessions? What  distinction  was  there  between  a  corporation  in  the 
form  of  a  United  States  bank  and  a  corpoi'ation  intended  to  elevate 
humanity  in  close  approximation  to  the  throne  of  Heaven?  He 
appealed  to  his  friends  here — to  those  who  held  their  seats  b}'  virtue  of 
the  very  opposition  they  had  made  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States — 
whether  this  Government  had  the  power  to  create  a  corporation  ?  The 
rose  by  any  other  name,  etc. ,  and  a  corporation  by  any  other  name 
should  be  as  offensive  to  the  Democracy.  Was  it  necessary  to  label 
the  animal  that  we  might  know  to  what  species  it  belonged,  as  was 
done  in  the  case  of  the  Dutchman's  picture  of  a  man  with  the  horse, 
where  the  name  was  put  upon  it  that  the  beholder  might  know  what  it 
was  ?  He  declared  that  the  bill  proposed  the  establishment  of  one  of 
the  most  withering  and  deadly  corporations,  carrying  with  it  all  the 
features  of  an  aristocracy  the  most  offensive  that  could  be  established 
in  any  country  under  heaven.  He  was  opposed  to  an  aristocracy  of 
wealth,  but  he  was  in  favor  of  an  aristocracy  of  intellect — not  of  false 
education — not  of  knowledge    that  consisted  in   bringing  together 
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exploded  ideas — but  of  that  knowledge  which  was  the*,  offspring  of  an 
intellect  patented  directly  by  the  Almighty. 

Mr.  Chipman  then  proceeded  to  state  some  general  objections  to  the 
bill,  diverging  considerably  into  the  field  of  party  politics. 

In  conclusion,  he  declared  himiself  in  favor  of  some  such  plan  as  had 
been  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thos.  H.  Bayly,  the  conmiittee  rose,  and  reported. 

Mr.  Owen  offered  a  resolution  to  close  the  debate  in  an  hour  and  a 
half. 

The  resolution,  by  ayes  92,  noes  44,  was  laid  on  the  table.  After 
some  conversation — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Q.  Adams,  the  rules  were  suspended,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  following  substitute  amendment  to  the  bill; 
which  amendment  having  been  read  by  itself,  was  referred  to  the 
CoDMnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

Strike  out  the  preamble,  and  all  except  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert : 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested,  by  the  uae  of  suitable  means 
of  moral  suasion,  and  no  others,  to  obtain  from  the  governments  of  the  States  of 
Arkansas,  Illinois,  and  Michigan,  payment  of  the  arrears  of  interest  due  from  the 
said  States  to  the  United  States,  and  the  interest  thereafter,  and  the  principal  aa  it 
shall  become  due,  according  to  the  promises  on  the  face  of  the  bonds  given  by  the 
said  States  for  moneys  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson,  a  benevolent  Englishman,  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  special  purpose  of  founding  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  which 
bequest  was,  by  act  of  CJongress,  approved  on  the  first  of  July,  1836,  accepted,  with 
a  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  United  States  that  it  should  be  applied  to  the  purposes 
prescribed  by  the  testator. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  eiuicUdy  That  when  payment  shall  have  been  obtained  from 
the  said  States  of  Arkansas,  Illinois,  and  Michigan,  of  the  arrears  of  interest  due  on 
their  said  bonds,  Ck)ngress  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  appropriate  said  sums  of  mterest 
so  recovered,  together  with  the  interest  hitherto  received,  or  hereafter  to  be  received, 
until  the  time  of  making  such  appropriations,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem 
suited,  to  redeem  the  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  to  the  application  of 
the  funds  of  the  bequest  of  the  said  James  Smithson,  to  the  specific  purpose  pre- 
scribed by  the  testator. 

Sbc.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted j  That  until  the  arrears  of  interest  due  by  the  said 
States  of  Arkansas,  Illinois,  and  Michigan  to  the  United  States,  upon  their  said 
respective  bonds,  shall  have  been  received  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  no 
appropriation  shall  be  made  by  Congress  chargeable  upon  the  people  of  the  United 
States  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  purposes  prescribed  by  the  testator,  James  Smithson, 
for  the  disposal  of  his  bequest. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itfnrttier  enact€dy  That  within  the  first  thirty  days  of  each  and  every 
successive  session  of  Congress  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
report  to  Congress  the  then  actual  state  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  particularly 
the  amount  of  arrears  of  interest  due  upon  the  said  bonds  of  the  States  of  Arkansas, 
Illinois,  and  Michigan;  together  with  copies  of  all  correspondence,  showing  the  result 
of  the  means  of  moral  suasion  used  during  the  preceding  year  to  obtain  payment  of 
the  said  arrears  of  interest;  and  the  said  annual  reports  shall  be  printed  for  the 
infr)nimtion  of  the  people. 
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The  further  eonsideration  of  the  bill  wiis  postponed  until  the  Monday 
following. 

April  27,  1846— House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  John  W.  Davis)  said  the  special  order  of  the  day 
was  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Mr.  Howell  Cobb  offered  resolution: 

Resolvedf  That  all  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  on  House  bill  (No.  5)  to  establish  the  "  Smithsonian  Institution,"  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  shall  cease  in  two  hours  after  the 
same  shall  be  again  taken  up  in  the  Ck)mmittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  (if  the  committee  shall  not  sooner  come  to  a  conclusion. upon  the  same); 
and  the  committee  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  on  such  amendments  as  may  be  pend- 
ing or  offered  to  the  same,  and  shall  then  report  it  to  the  House  with  such  amend- 
ments as  may  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  committee. 

The  resolution  was  read;  when  the  question  was  stated,  Will  the 
House  agree  to  the  said  resolution  ?  Mr.  James  Graham  moved  that  it 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas, 
78;  nays,  81. 

The  3^eas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  members  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

YEAS — MessrH.  John  Q.  Adams,  Arnold,  Ashmun,  Barringer,  Bedinger,  Bell, 
Buffington,  Biui:,  W.  W.  Campbell,  J.  H.  Campbell,  Carroll,  John  G.  Chapman,  A. 
A.  Chapman,  Cocke,  Cranston,  Crozier,  Dargan,  Darragh,  Garret  Davis,  Delano, 
Dixon,  Dockery,  J.  H.  Ewing,  E.  H.  Ewing,  Foot,  Giddings,  Graham,  Grider,  Grin- 
nell,  Hampton,  Harjxjr,  Herrick,  Hoge,  E.  B.  Holmes,  S.  D.  Hubbard,  Hudson, 
Washington  Hunt,  Hunter,  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Thomas 
Butler  King,  Lewis,  Long,  McHenry,  Marsh,  J.  P.  Martin,  Barkley  Martin,  Miller, 
Morris,  Moaeley,  Parrish,  Payne,  I'endleton,  Pettit,  Pollock,  John  A.  Rockwell, 
Root,  Rimk,  Seaman,  Seddon,  Severance,  A.  D.  Sims,  Truman  Smith,  Albert  Smith, 
Caleb  B.  Smith,  Stephens,  Strohm,  Thibodeaux,  Tilden,  Trumbo,  Vinton,  Wood, 
Woo<lruff,  "Woodwanl,  Wright,  Yancey,  and  Young. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Biggs,  James  A.  Black,  Bowlin,  Brodhead, 
Brockeiibrough,  W.  G.  Brown,  R.  Chapman,  Chipman,  Clarke,  Cobb,  Collin,  Con- 
stable, Cmmingham,  Daniel,  J.  Davis,  Dillingham,  Dobbin,  Dromgoole,  Erdman, 
Faran,  Ficklin,  Fries,  Garvin,  Gentry,  Giles,  Gordon,  Grover,  Hamlin,  Haralson, 
Harmanson,  Hopkins,  Hough,  G.  S.  Houston,  J.  B.  Hunt,  Andrew  Johnson,  Greorge 
W.  Jones,  Seaborn  Jones,  Preston  King,  I^wrence,  Leake,  Ijeib,  La  Sere,  Lumpkin, 
Maclay,  McClelland,  McConnell,  McCrate,  McGaughey,  Mcllvaine,  McKay,  Morse, 
Moulton,  Norris,  Owen,  Perrill,  Phelps,  Price,  Rathbun,  Relfe,  Ritter,  Sawtelle, 
Sawyer,  Scammon,  Simpson,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  St.  John,  Strong, 
Thomasson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Thurman,  Tibbatts,  Vance,  Wentworth,  Wick,  Wil- 
mot.  Yell,  and  Yost. 

The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Howell  Cobb  moved  the  previous  question^  which  was  sec- 
onded, and  the  main  question  was  ordered  and  put,  viz.  Will  the 
House  agree  to  the  said  resolution  ?  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas, 
73;  nays,  85. 


394  CONGRESSIONAL    PROCEEDINGS. 

The  yea«  and  nays  lacing  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  meuiberH  present, 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

YEAS — Messrs.  Stephen  Adams,  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Biggs,  Bowlin,  Brockenbroiigb, 
Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown,  Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Reuben  Chapman,  Chase, 
Clarke,  Cobb,  Collin,  Constable,  Cunningham,  Daniel,  Dillingham,  Dobbin,  Drom- 
goole,  Dunlap,  Erdman,  Faran,  Giles,  Goodyear,  Gordon,  Grover,  llanilin,  Haralson, 
Harmanson,  Hopkins,  Hough,  George  S.  Houston,  James  B.  Hunt,  Hunter,  Andrew 
Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Seaborn  Jones,  Preston  King,  I^wrence,  La  Sere,  Lump- 
kin, McClelland,  McConnell,  McCrate,  McKay,  Morris,  Morw,  Moulton,  Norris, 
Payne,  Phelps,  Price,  Rathbun,  Reid,  Relfe,  Ritter,  Sawyer,  Scammon,  Seddon, 
Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  St.  John,  Strong,  Jacob  Thompson,  Thurman,  Tib- 
batts,  Vance,  Wentworth,  Wick,  Wilmot,  Yell,  and  Yost. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Arnold,  Barringer,  Bedinger,  Bell,  Milton 
Brown,  Buffington,  Burt,  William  W.  Campbell,  John  H.  Campbell,  Carroll,  John 
G.  Chapman,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Cranston,  Crozier,  Dargan,  Darragh,  Garret  Davis, 
Jefferson  Davis,  Dockery,  John  H.  Ewing,  Edwin  H.  Ewing,  Foot,  Frie^*,  Giddinga, 
Graham,  Grider,  Grinnell,  Hampton,  Harper,  Herrick,  Hilliard,  Hoge,  Elias  B. 
Holmes,  Samuel  D.  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Thomas  B.  King,  Leake, 
Lewis,  Levin,  Long,  Maclay,  James  McDowell,  McGaughey,  McHenry,  Mcllvaine, 
Marsh,  Barkley  Martin,  Miller,  Moseley,  Parrish,  Pendleton,  Perrill,  Pollock,  John 
A.  Rockwell,  Root,  Runk,  Sawtelle,  Schenck,  Seaman,  Severance,  Alexander  D.  Sims, 
Truman  Smith,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Stephens,  Strohm,  Thibodeaux, 
Thomasson,  Tilden,  Trumbo,  Vinton,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Woodward,  W^right,  Yancey, 
and  Young. 

So  the  said  resolution  was  rejected. 

April  28,  la^—House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  D.  Owen,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  (Mr.  A.  Burt,  of  South  Carolina,  in  the  chair)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl 
edge  among  men,  and  the  amendments  thereto  pending. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Sims  said  that,  before  entering  on  the  consideration  of 
the  main  question  before  the  committee,  he  desired  to  invite  its  atten- 
tion to  the  consideration  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  to  express  his 
views  upon  what  he  considered  to  be  the  true  light  in  which  that  fund 
should  be  regarded. 

Under  the  will  of  the  late  James  Smithson,  the  bequest  made  by  him 
was  paid  over  to  the  United  States.  The  money,  under  the  action  of 
Congress,  was  loaned  out  to  certain  States.  No  matter  for  what  pur- 
pose that  fund  might  be  dedicated,  the  faith  and  the  honor  of  the 
country,  by  the  action  of  Congress,  were  pledged  to  regard  it  at  all 
times  as  being  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  the  United 
States  was  in  fact  itself  a  creditor  of  the  States  to  whom  the  money 
was  loaned;  so  that  the  Arkansas,  or  Michigan,  or  Illinois  bonds  or 
securities — or  the  securities  of  any  State  to  which  this  money  had  been 
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loaned — were  in  fact  debts  due  to  the  General  Government;  and  the 
fund  itself  must  l)e  regarded  a8  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  R.  McClelland  here  rose  to  explain,  and  (Mr.  Sims  yielding) 
said  that  a  misapprehension  prevailed  in  the  committee  as  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  by  the  State  of  Michigan  on  that  portion  of  the 
Smithsonian  fund  invested  in  the  bonds  of  that  State.  He  considered 
this  interest  paid;  and  from  the  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treas- 
ury it  appeared  that  the  amount  claimed  to  be  due  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary last  was  $181.07;  and  this  had,  in  all  probability,  been  more  than 
paid  by  the  application  of  the  5  per  cent  fund  up  to  this  period.  In 
June,  1845,  the  then  auditor-general  of  the  State  of  Michigan  endeav- 
ored to  obtain  a  statement  of  this  account  and  the  5  per  cent  fund, 
in  order  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  any  balance  that  might 
be  found  due,  but  failed.  On  the  7th  of  November  last  he  wrote  and 
requested  him  (Mr.  McClelland)  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries  with 
the  same  view;  and  soon  after  his  arrival,  at  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  he  wrote  to  the  proper  department  for  the  required  infor- 
mation, but  did  not  receive  any  reply  until  the  27th  of  February,  and 
then  he  was  advised  that  the  small  amount  before  stated  was  due. 
This  statement  he  had  forwarded  to  the  present  auditor-general.  He 
(Mr.  McClelland)  had  no  doubt  provision  would  be  made  for  the 
prompt  payment  of  the  interest  hereafter  to  accrue  if  the  5  per  cent 
fund  was  found  to  be  insufficient.  While  up,  he  would  state  that  the 
authorities  of  Michigan  had  consented  to  the  application  of  the  5 
per  cent  fund  to  the  payment  of  this  interest,  and  that  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  last  Congress,  directing  this  application,  was  shown  to 
him  by  the  chairman  of  the  Conmiittee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr. 
M  'Kay]  before  it  was  offered,  and  was  fully  approved  of  by  him,  and 
was  supported  by  the  entire  delegation  from  Michigan  in  both  Houses. 
In  conclusion,  he  would  sa}'^  that  he  believed  the  State  would  make 
every  effort  to  pay  all  just  claims  against  it,  and  in  regard  to  this 
fund  would  at  all  times  pay  the  interest  fairly  and  honorably. 

Mr.  Sims  continued.  He  had  not  intended,  he  said,  by  any  remark  he 
had  made  to  inculpate  any  State  to  which  this  fund  might  have  been 
loaned.  He  merely  wished  to  show  what  the  duty  and  the  obligation 
of  the  Government  were  in  regard  to  the  fund  itself.  Whatever  dis- 
position might  finally  be  made  of  it — whether  an  institution  such  as 
was  contemplated  should  be  established;  whether  the  fund  should  be 
returned  to  the  British  chancery,  or  whether  it  should  be  distributed 
among  the  heirs  of  Smithson — no  difficulty  ought  to  arise  as  to  the 
fact  of  the  fund  itself  having  been  loaned  out  by  the  Government; 
and -that,  for  all  honorable,  practical,  and  proper  purposes,  it  must  be 
regarded  in  good  faith  as  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  devoted  to  whatever  purpose  might  be  thought  proper.  For  his 
own  part,  he  had  no  apprehension  or  fear  but  what  each  of  the  States 


396  CONGEESSIONAL   PBOOEKDINGS. 

would  in  good  time  and  in  good  faitli  redeem  tlieir  obligations  and 
refund  every  dollar  that  had  been  loaned  to  them. 

He  now  approached  the  main  question.  Much  had  \yecn  said  in 
praise  of  the  munificent  and  splendid  liberality  of  James  Smithson. 
It  had  been  said  that,  animated  by  a  spirit  of  benevolence  to  his  race, 
he  had  made  his  will,  constituted  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
his  trustee  to  carry  out  his  intentions,  and  had  dedicated  to  the  noble 
purpose  of  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men  an 
entire  estate,  under  the  management  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  not  his  (Mr.  Sims)  disposition,  nor  was  it  his  wont,  nor 
would  it  become  him  to  speak  in  termi^  of  reproach  of  one  who  now 
slept  under  the  sod.  But  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  none  of 
these  feelings  of  pride  and  admiration  which  seemed  to  glow  in  the 
bosoms  of  some  gentlemen  in  contemplating  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson 
found  an  echo  in  his  (Mr.  Sims)  heart.  He  saw  in  the  will  of  that 
individual  what  he  had  seen  in  the  wills  of  many  other  men.  After 
having  griped,  through  their  lives,  every  shilling  that  came  into  their 
hands,  animated  at  last  by  some  posthumous  vanity,  the}^  sought  to 
build  up  a  name  which  should  live  after  them;  and  such,  i*ather  than 
any  feeling  for  humanity,  so  much  lauded,  was  the  motive  that  guided 
them.  In  the  present  case  he  saw  abundant  evidence  of  this  disposi- 
tion in  the  appointment  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  a 
trustee  to  carry  out  this  splendid  vanity. 

Mr.  Sims  then  proceeded  to  contend  that  the  Government  was  not 
instituted  for  any  such  purposes  as  the  administration  of  charities. 
There  was  no  grant  of  power  in  the  Constitution  admitting  such  an 
exercise.  And  as  there  was  no  such  power,  and  as  this  fund  was  still 
under  our  control,  and  as  the  trust  had  not  been  executed,  it  became 
Congress  to  pause,  and  to  retrace,  so  far  as  possible,  the  errors  it 
had  already  committed.  There  was  but  one  power  in  the  Comstitution 
under  which  this  charity  could  be  administered,  and  that  was  as  a  local 
legislature  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  But  that  would  not  fall 
within  the  intention  and  design  of  the  testator.  It  was  not  intended 
that  this  fund  should  be  applied  to  the  exclusive  purpose  of  the  use 
of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  only  true  course  would  be  to  reject 
all  these  plans,  including  the  substitute  which  had  been  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams];  and  if  this  were  done, 
he  (Mr.  Sims)  pledged  himself  that,  should  no  other  member  do  so, 
he  would  introduce  a  bill  repealing  all  laws  heretofore  enacted  on  this 
subject,  and  giving  authority  and  direction  for  the  restoration  of  the 
money  to  the  British  chancery.  It  could  then  be  devoted  to  purposes 
in  England  similar  to  those  which  had  been  contemplated  in  the  fitj 
of  Washington.  The  only  difference  would  be  in  the  location  of  the 
institution. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  said,  in  this  matter  he  was  in  favor  of  carrying 
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out  the  principle  of  the  ancient  proverb,  '•'Catch  the  bear  before  you 
sell  his  skin."  But  a  very  small  portion  of  these  funds  was  now  in 
the  Treasury;  and  the  bill  proposed  to  take  from  the  Treasury  the 
money  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  raised  by  taxation,  to  the 
amount  of  $700,000  or  $800,000,  to  be  expended  in  lieu  of  the  fund  of 
the  late  Mr.  Smithson,  which  was  not  in  our  power  at  present.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Sims]  said  that  this  money  was 
to  be  considered  as  if  it  was  in  the  Treasurv  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Adams  would  be  very  glad  if  he  could  so  consider  it. 

Mr.  Sims  said,  in  the  report  which  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts made  to  this  House  a  few  years  ago  he  took  the  identical 
ground  that  this  money  ought  to  be  considered  in  the  Treasury,  and 
that  Arkansas,  and  the  other  States  in  whose  bonds  this  was  invested, 
were  debtors  of  the  General  Government. 

Mr.  Adams  replied,  that  if  any  report  made  by  him  three  or  four 
years  ago  stated  that  this  money  was  to  be  considered  in  the  Treasuiy 
of  the  United  States  he  would  inform  the  gentleman  and  the  com- 
mittee that  he  had  had  some  experience  since  that  time  that  convinced 
him  very  perfectly  that  it  was  not  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

It  was  the  office  of  the  amendment  which  he  proposed  to  try  to  get 
it  back  into  the  Treasury,  to  enable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  redeem  the  pledge  which  they  gave,  by  the  acceptance  of  this  fund, 
to  this  nation,  to  the  memory  of  the  testator,  and  the  civilized  world, 
that  it  should  be  faithfully  applied  according  to  the  intentions  of  the 
donor.  The  money  was  not  in  the  Treasury,  and  could  not  without  a 
violation  of  all  reason  be  considered  in  it. 

The  question  whether  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  were  responsible  for  this  money  and  for  its 
application  according  to  the  intent  of  the  testator,  Mr.  Adams  was 
understood  to  say,  was  another  question.  If  it  were  necessary  now, 
in  order  to  redeem  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  he  was  ready  to 
vote  an  appropriation  of  that  amount,  or  of  ten  times  that  amount,  to 
be  raised  by  a  tax  upon  the  people.  But  he  did  not  think  the  contin-* 
gency  had  arisen,  and  especially  that  it  had  not  arisen  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  money  to  any  of  the  purposes  proposed  in  this  bill. 

He  had  heard  with  great  delight  the  learned  and  ingenious  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Marsh]  a  few  days  since,  and 
especially  that  portion  which  advocated  the  application  of  that  fund 
ultimately  to  the  only  purpose  of  erecting  a  great  and  magnificent 
librar}^,  instead  of  the  paltry  application  of  $5,000  a  year  out  of  the 
more  than  $30,000  which  this  sum  ought  to  give  us.  There  was  no 
other  object  to  which  it  could  be  more  worthily  applied  to  promote 
the  object  of  the  testator. 

To  the  main  object  proposed  by  the  bill — viz,  the  application  of 
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a  large  portion  of  the  fund  to  the  education  of  teachers  of  normal 
schools — Mr.  Adams  expressed  his  decided  opposition.  He  would 
rather  have  the  whole  money  thrown  into  the  Potomac  than  to  appro- 
priate one  dollar  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Adams  alluded  to  some  facts  in  the  history  of  this  fund,  showing 
his  own  connection  with  it,  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
received,  the  investment,  three  days  after  it  was  received,  of  $500,000 
in  Arkansas  bonds,  and  the  remainder  in  bonds  of  Michigan,  Illinois^ 
and  Ohio;  the  payment  by  Ohio  of  her  interest,  and  the  failure  on  the 
part  of  Arkansas  to  pay  a  cent  of  her  interest,  etc. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Thurman  (Mr.  Adams  yielding)  inquired  for  information 
of  Mr.  Adams  whether  this  investment  in  the  bonds  of  Arkansas  was 
made  without  any  warrant  or  authority  of  law? 

Mr.  Adams.  The  fact  is  directly  the  reverse.  Mr.  Adams  stated  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  legalized  investment  was  made.  On  a 
bill  for  the  support  of  the  West  Point  Academy  a  provision  was 
ingrafted  (he  said)  that  this  fund  should  be  invested  in  State  stocks. 
He  commented  upon  the  incongruity  of  the  two  subjects  in  terms 
which  excited  the  merriment  of  the  committee. 

He  next  reviewed  the  legislative  history  of  this  subject  during  the 
four  Congresses  which  have  elapsed  since  the  receipt  of  the  fund  eight 
years  since,  giving  a  minute  account  of  the  various  propositions  made 
in  reports  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  their  respective  fates — 
none  of  them  having  received  the  sanction  of  both  Houses.  When  it  first 
came  before  Congress,  and  he  believed  this  money  was  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  he  was  of  opinion  among  the  sciences  the 
pursuit  of  which  was  reconunended  by  the  testator  that  of  astronomy 
was  the  first  to  which  a  portion  of  the  interest  should  be  applied. 

In  the  administration  of  this  fund  there  were  two  or  three  principles 
that  should  be  pursued.  One  was  that  it  should  never  cost  the  people 
of  the  United  States  a  dollar — that  it  should  support  itself.  Another, 
that  no  part  should  ever  be  applied  to  the  ordinary  purposes  of  edu- 
cation of  children.  He  felt  on  that  subject  something  the  feeling  of 
^the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Chipman],  that  it  was  unworthy 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  receive  foreign  aid  for  the  educa- 
tion of  their  children.  It  was  their  own  duty  to  do  it  for  themselves, 
and  not  to  depend  on  any  eleemosynary  bequest  for  it.  There  was  no 
way  in  which  the  States  could  more  degrade  themselves  than  by  rely- 
ing on  foreign  aid  or  on  the  General  Government  for  the  education  of 
their  children.  He  differed  with  him  on  other  points,  however,  and 
thought  it  highly  proper  that  it  should  be  received  to  carry  out  the 
intent  of  the  testator,  for  the  ''increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men." 

Mr.  Sims  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  the  power 
under  the  Constitution  by  which  Congress  was  authorized  to  accept 
and  administer  this  fund? 
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Mr.  Adams.  If  the  gentleman  will  point  me  to  the  power  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  annex  Texas,  I  will  answer  his 
question. 

Mr.  Sims.  If  the  gentleman  finds  the  power  under  the  same  clause, 
it  is  certainly  a  novel  clause  under  which  to  claim  it — that  which,  in 
express  terms,  permits  new  States  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Adams.  I  presume  the  gentleman  considers  that  a  constructive 
power;  and  if  so,  it  will  answer  for  what  it  is  worth.  He  (Mr.  Adams) 
could  find  in  the  Constitution  many  clauses  besides  that  authorizing 
Congress  to  provide  for  the  common  defense  and  general  welfare. 
What  means  more  efficient  to  this  end  than  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men  ? 

Mr.  Adams  further  opposed  the  application  proposed  b}'  the  bill 
under  consideration  to  the  ordinary  purposes  of  education,  on  the 
ground  of  inequality  of  the  b^^nefits  it  would  confer — the  State  of 
Massachusetts  (a  fact  of  which  he  was  proud),  the  State  of  New  York 
(the  ''Empire  State"),  and  Virginia,  another  empire  State  (to  whose 
citizens  our  present  minister  to  Brazil,  before  he  left  the  country, 
addressed  a  letter  calling  on  them  to  tax  themselves  for  the  education 
of  their  children — for  which  he  should  honor  him,  if  he  had  never 
done  anything  else  in  his  life),  and  other  States,  having  themselves 
made  provision  for  the  education  of  their  children,  so  that  they  would 
not  thank  Congress  for  making  this  application  of  this  fund.  The 
State  of  Indiana,  from  which  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Owen]  came  who 
reported  this  bill,  had  property  enough  to  take  care  of  her  own  chil- 
dren without  wasting  this  fund  for  such  a  purpose. 

He  would  say  nothing  further  of  other  provisions  of  the  bill.  Some 
of  them  were  proper,  others  were  not.  But  an  experience  of  eight  or 
ten  years,  since  we  received  this  money,  had  shown  him  that  whenever 
distinguished  scientific  men  were  called  upon  for  their  opinions, 
scarcely  two  agreed. 

In  addition  to  the  application  of  a  poition  of  this  fund  to  the  science 
of  astronomy,  there  was  another  provision  which  he  found  and  which 
he  was  happy  to  see  this  bill  made,  viz,  that  no  portion  of  the  fund 
should  bo  appropriated — that  it  should  be  a  perpetual  fund.  It  was 
the  interest  which  was  to  be  applied. 

But  in  the  meantime,  while  this  delay  had  taken  place,  he  was 
delighted  that  an  astronomical  observatory^ — not  perhaps  so  great  as 
it  should  Imvii  been — had  been  smuggled  into  the  number  of  the 
institutions  of  the  country  under  the  mask  of  a  small  depot  for  charts, 
etc.  There  was  not  one  word  al>out  it  in  the  law.  He  would  like  to 
ask  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Sims],  where  was  the 
power  under  the  Constitution  to  make  this  appropriation  ? 

Mr.  Slms  said  he  did  not  know;  but  since  the  doctrine  promulgated 
by  a  distinguished  President  of  the  United  States  of  erecting  light- 


400  CONGRESSIONAL   PBOCEEDINGS. 

houses  in  the  skies  had  grown  into  popular  favor,  he  should  presume 
that  the  gentleman  would  find  no  difficulty  as  to  the  question  of  jwwer. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  was  very  glad  to  hear  that  it  had  grown  into 
popular  favor.  The  appropriation  for  this  astronomical  ol)servatorj% 
he  repeated,  had  been  clandestinely  smuggled  into  the  law,  under  the 
head  of  a  depot  for  charts,  when  a  short  time  before  a  provision  had 
been  inserted  in  a  bill  passed,  that  no  appropriation  should  be  applied 
to  an  astronomical  observatorv.  He  claimed  no  merit  for  the  erection 
of  the  astronomical  observatory;  but  in  the  course  of  his  whole  life, 
no  conferring  of  honor,  of  interest,  of  oflSce,  had  given  him  more 
delight  than  the  belief  that  he  had  contributed,  in  some  small  degree, 
to  produce  these  astronomical  observatories,  both  here  and  elsewhere. 
He  no  longer  wiyhed  an}-  portion  of  this  fund  applied  to  an  astronomical 
observatory. 

Nor  did  he  think  it  important  to  the  people  that  any  provision  of 
this  bill  should  bo  carried  into  effect  immediatelv,  but  rather  that 
measures  should  be  taken  to  induce  the  States  to  pay  the  interest  on 
their  bonds,  and  then  let  the  money  be  appropriated  to  any  purpose 
on  which  Congress  could  agree  more  unanimously  than  on  this  })ill. 

He  noticed  among  the  objections  made,  that  against  making  of  this 
Institution  an  incorporation.  He  urged  that  it  was  indispensably 
necessary  to  form  the  board  into  an  incorporation;  that  unless  it  were 
done,  the  funds  would  be  wasted  in  five  years;  that  there  would  })e  no 
power  in  the  Institution,  not  even  the  power  of  succession;  that  it 
would  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  joint  committee  of  Congress,  who  would 
dispose  of  it  as  faction,  party  spirit,  or  caprice  should  dictate.  He 
scouted  the  idea  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  establishment,  by 
Congress,  of  the  corporations  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  in  con 
travention  of  the  uniform  legislation  of  the  country,  in  the  incorpora- 
tion of  colleges,  benevolent  societies,  the  National  Institute,  etc. 

In  conclusion,  believing  that  they  could  not  agree  very  well  on  this 
bill,  and  that,  by  the  time  we  got  this  money  of  Arkansas  and  the 
other  States,  they  could  agree  better,  he  sent  up  to  the  clerk^s  table, 
where  it  was  again  read,  the  amendment  of  which  he  gave  notice  last 
week. 

On  the  faith  (he  said)  of  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan, that  Michigan  had  regularly  paid  the  interest  on  her  bonds,  he 
modified  his  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  word  **  Michigan," 
wherever  it  occurred  therein. 

[While  Mr.  Adams  was  speaking,  the  Sj^eaker  resumed  the  chair 
informall}",  to  receive  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  hands  of  J.  K.  Walker,  esq.,  his  private  secretary, 
infomiing  the  House  that  the  Pn^sident  had  yesterday  approved  and 
signed  the  joint  resolution  of  notice  to  Great  Britain,  to  annul  and 
abrogate  the  convention  of  1827  respecting  the  Oregon  Territory. 
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Mr.  Adams  remarked:  A  propitious  interruption  of  the  few  re- 
marks— worthless,  in  comparison — which  I  was  addressing  to  the 
committee  I] 

When  Mr.  Adams  had  concluded — 

Mr.  John  W.  Tibbatts  rose  to  propose  an  amendment,  which,  not 
being  at  the  moment  in  order,  was  not  presented. 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson  expressed  himself  favorable  to  the  adoption 
of  the  substitute  amendment  of  Mr.  Adams;  but  proposed,  if  that 
substitute  should  be  voted  down,  to  amend  the  first  section  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  '^next,"  in  the  eleventh  line,  to  the 
word  "be,"  in  the  fourteenth  line,  and  insert  the  following: 

And  actually  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  by  the  States  which  have 
borrowed  and  used  said  fund. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  satisfied  [he  said]  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
House  was  opposed  to  taking  this  sum  out  of  the  Treasury,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  such  an  Institution  as  was  contemplated  by 
this  bill.  It  was  true  that  the  money  had  been  received  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States;  but  if  the  Government  had  been  acting 
in  good  faith,  and  had  vested  these  funds  in  bonds  of  the  States,  and 
these  States  had  repudiated  or  refused  to  pay,  was  there  a  man  here, 
who  at  this  time  would  be  willing  to  take  this  amount  out  of  the 
pockets  of  his  constituents  for  the  erection  of  an  Institution  of  this 
kind 'if  Was  this  Government  bound  to  levy  a  tax  upon  the  people  for 
such  a  purpose?  If  it  had  been  acting  fairly  as  a  trustee,  if  it  had 
acted  in  good  faith,  and  if  this  fund  had  been  lost  and  destroyed,  and 
not  intentionally  pervei*ted  or  misapplied,  it  was  no  more  responsible 
than  anv  other  trustee  under  such  circumstances  would  be. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Sims 
of  South  Carolina  as  to  the  legal  liability  of  trustees  in  c<^rtain  cases. 

Mr.  Johnson  insisted  that  there  was  neither  authority  for,  nor  jus- 
tice in,  taking  this  sum  of  money  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  for 
the  establishment  of  this  Institution,  and  he  contended  that  no  sub- 
stantial good  could  result  to  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  that  an  annual 
appropriation  would  be  necessary  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  to  keep  it  in  operation. 

Mr.  George  Rathbun  said  ho  knew  very  little  about  this  subject. 
He  had  taken  very  little  pains  to  examine  the  bill  before  the  commit- 
tee. He  had  read  no  reports  from  previous  committees.  He  had  heard 
what  had  been  said  in  relation  to  the  project  generally.  And  there 
were  a  few  things  connected  with  facts  known  to  everybody  which 
would  control  his  vote. 

We  had  received  a  fund  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  and  upward,  and 

had  pledged  the  faith  of  the  Government  to  execute  the  trust  in  the 

manner  directed  by  the  will  of  the  testator — a  solemn  pledge  in  which 

every  department  of  the  Government  had  united.     The  fund  was 

H.  Doc.  732 26 
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received  for  a  particular  and  specified  purpose — a  purpose  noble  in  its 
object  and  desirable  to  all  men  who  had  any  regard  for  the  welfare  of 
the  human  family.  We  had  received  this  money,  he  repeated,  to  be 
applied  to  a  specific  purpose.  Had  it  been  so  applied?  We  were  told 
that  we  were  not  in  possession  of  the  money;  that  it  had  been  loaned 
out  improperly  and  improvidently  to  States  that  refused  to  pay.  Were 
we  authorized  to  loan  it  to  States,  whether  they  would  pay  or  not? 
Was  it  given  to  us  to  be  loaned  out  to  anyone?  Was  it  not  expressly 
designed  by  the  person  who  gave  it  to  the  Government  that  it  should 
be  applied  to  a  particular  purpose,  and  none  other?  And  was  it  not 
received  on  the  condition  that  it  should  be  so  applied? 

After  yielding  for  an  inquiry  to  Mr.  A.  Johnson,  Mr.  Rathbun  pro- 
ceeded. This  Government  had  misapplied  a  fund  given  for  a  specific 
purpose;  and  when  it  was  called  upon,  through  a  respectable  commit- 
tee, to  appropriate  the  money  to  the  object  for  which  it  was  received, 
it  was  no  answer  to  say,  "We  have  loaned  it  out  to  the  States,  and 
they  can  not  pay  us."  It  would  not  answer  for  an  individual  to  say 
so — still  less  for  a  nation  like  ours.  We  were  bound  to-day,  and  we 
had  been  bound  every  day  when  Congress  was  in  session  for  eight 
years  past,  to  appropriate  the  money  honestly,  without  undertaking 
to  avoid  the  just  responsibility  by  an  eitcuse  which  was  one  of  our  own 
creation.  Arkansas,  it  is  said,  would  not  pay,  and  some  other  States 
refused  to  pay  the  interest.  That  was  a  matter  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  was  no  answer  to  the  solenm 
pledge  given  to  apply  this  money  to  a  specific  purpose. 

The  question  arose.  How  should  the  money  be  appropriated?  What 
was  the  mode  best  calculated  to  produce  the  most  beneficial  results? 
One  gentleman  wanted  a  library;  another,  an  observatory;  a  third, 
common  schools;  a  fourth,  farming  schools;  a  fifth,  some  other  par- 
ticular object;  and  among  the  number  was  that  proposed  by  the  bill 
under  consideration.  For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to 
object  to  any  plan  bearing  plausibility  on  its  face.  He  was  in  favor 
of  expending  the  money  in  some  way,  and  upon  some  scheme,  faith- 
fully and  honestly;  but  above  all  he  was  in  favor  of  appropriating  and 
expending  the  money  whether  the  final  result  should  be  good  or  not 
He  wished  to  wipe  out  the  stain  which  rested  on  the  character  of  this 
Government  of  withholding  the  money  because  we  were  not  able  to 
discover  the  best  mode  of  expending  it.  Let  us  take  one  step,  let  us 
do  something;  and  if  any  blunder  should  be  committed,  experience 
would  enable  us  to  correct  it.  In  his  judgment  a  library  was  the  least 
plausible  of  the  schemes  proposed.  The  plan  proposed  in  the  bill 
was,  in  his  opinion,  one  of  the  best  that  had  been  suggested. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  A.  Johnson]  had  asked  whether 
any  gentleman  here  would  take  the  money  from  the  pockets  of  the 
people  for  this  purpose.     He  (Mr.  Rathbun),  for  one,  answered, ''  Yes.*' 
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Let  us  take  this  money  which  the  Government  had  taken  and,  if  gen- 
tlemen pleased,  had  squandered;  let  us  honestly  appropriate  it  and 
expend  it  as  was  designed. 

He  represented  a  constituency  who  would  be  among  the  last  in  the 
world  to  withhold  a  fair  and  honest  expenditure  of  the  public  money 
because  the  Government  representing  the  people  had  misapplied  it. 
He  had  no  fear  of  a  constituency  worthy  to  be  represented  here  for 
doing  what  was  honest  on  behalf  of  the  Government  and  reputable  on 
behalf  of  themselves.  We  had  had  the  gold,  as  we  had  been  informed. 
It  had  been  placed  in  the  public  Treasury.  It  had  not  been  wasted  by 
accident.  It  had  been  applied  under  the  deliberate  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  Government  held  the  bonds.  It  might  at  some  future 
day  receive  the  money  for  them,  but  he  did  not  believe  in  the  pro- 
priety of  waiting  until  by  '*  moral  suasion,"  or  any  other  kind  of  per- 
suasion, the  money  was  to  be  recovered  from  that  improvident  loan. 
He  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  bill,  in  which,  so  far  as  he  understood 
it,  he  could  discover  no  objectionable  features.  It  had  been  digested 
and  arranged  by  a  committee  as  competent  in  point  of  learning,  judg- 
ment, and  capacity  as  could  be  found  in  this  or  any  other  country. 
Some  confidence  must  be  placed  in  their  recommendations,  otherwise 
no  action  ever  could  be  had  on  the  subject.  If  the  plan  had  defects, 
time  would  develop  them,  and  the  proper  remedy  could  be  applied. 

Mr.  .0.  B.  FicKLiN  opposed  the  bill.  He  thought,  however,  that 
the  good  faith  of  the  Government  required  that  this  money  should  be 
considered  as  being  in  the  Treasury,  and  that  we  could  not  excuse 
ourselves  by  saying  that  the  fund  had  been  loaned  out  to  the  States 
and  could  not  now  be  realized. 

The  objections  which  he  entertained  to  the  bill  applied  to  all  its  sec- 
tions; but  to  the  first  his  objection  was  radical.  He  alluded  to  the 
connection  to  be  established  between  this  Institution  and  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States.  A  million  of  dollars  would  be  required  to  meet 
the  deficiency  in  this  Smithsonian  bequest. 

He  was  willing  to  expend  the  money  for  a  library,  or  in  carrying 
out  the  propositions  of  a  substitute  bill  which  he  had  prepared — in 
building  a  house  and  providing  a  library,  and  for  scientific  apparatus. 
He  was  in  favor  of  any  system  or  plan  by  which  the  fund  could  be 
disconnected  from  the  Treasurv  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Owen  desired  to  inquire  whether  the  gentleman  proposed  to 
appropriate  the  principal  or  the  interest  only. 

Mr.  FicKLiN  said  he  was  willing  that  the  gentleman  and  others  who 
were  the  peculiar  friends  of  the  bill  should  take  their  own  course  in 
that  respect.  He  (Mr.  Ficklin)  was  willing  to  apply  the  whole  of  the 
principal  or  a  part  of  it  to  keep  up  whatever  institution  might  be 
adopted;  or  he  was  willing  that  the  sum  of  $500,000  should  be  loaned 
to  some  natural  or  artificial  pei*son,  and  that  the  interest  alone  should 
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be  applied.  He  was  indifferent  on  that  point.  The  great  object  he 
had  in  view  was,  he  repeated,  the  disconnection  of  the  fund  from  the 
public  Treasury.     He  was  for  any  bill  in  preference  to  this. 

Mr.  Owen.  Does  the  gentleman  understand  that  one  dollar  except 
that  belonging  to  the  Smithsonian  fund  is  appropriated  by  this  bill, 
either  presently  or  prospectively? 

Mr.  FiCKLiN.  The  first  section  of  the  bill  connects  the  fund  with  the 
Treasury — places  it  in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Owen.  Not  places  it  there;  it  was  placed  there  eight  ye^rs  ago. 

Mr.  FiCKLiN.  Exactly  so;  but  this  bill  recognizes  it  there  by  law. 
Then  the  interest  is  to  be  paid  upon  the  money  out  of  the  Treasury. 
This  is  sucking  the  lifeblood  from  the  Treasury.  We  do  not  want  to 
create  a  perpetual  debt  of  interest  upon  half  a  million  of  money  to  be 
paid  whilst  this  Government  endures.  We  want  no  such  polypus, 
no  such  wen,  fastened  upon  the  Government.  As  to  present  or  pro- 
spective appropriations,  I  say  that  the  machinery,  the  paraphernalia, 
connected  with  this  bill  can  not  be  carried  out  on  a  respectable  scale 
for  less  (Mr.  Ficklin  was  understood  to  say)  than  $1,000,000  a  year. 
It  is,  to  be  sure,  provided  that  the  money  shall  not  come  out  of  the 
Ti'easury  at  present;  but  do  we  not  know  that  subsequent  Congresses 
can  enlarge  the  appropriations?  Experience  should  teach  us  to  guard 
against  everything  of  this  kind. 

He  regarded  the  bill  as  one  of  the  most  odious  and  abominable  ever 
presented  here.  He  would  rather  see  this  half  million  returaed  to  the 
British  court  of  chancery;  he  would  rather  see  ten  millions  sunk  to 
the  bottom  of  the  Potomac,  or  melted,  or  destroyed,  than  see  this 
bill  pass. 

Mr.  AiXEN  G.  Thubman  said  that  he  had  heard  it  stated  thiB  morn- 
ing that  the  investment  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  in  State  bonds  was  an 
act  unauthorized  by  law.  Not  having  time  to  investigate  the  laws  him- 
self, he  had  privately  inquired  of  a  number  of  members  whether  such 
was  the  fact,  but  they  were  unable  to  inform  him.  He  had  thereupon 
made  the  inquiiy  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams], 
whose  acquaintance  with  the  subject  was  so  thorough.  The  inquiry 
was  important,  for  if  the  investment  was  an  unauthorized  act  it  would 
not  do  for  this  Government  to  shield  itself  behind  the  misconduct  of 
its  officers  and  say  that  the  money  is  not  in  the  Treasury.  But  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  Government  had  in  good  faith  invested  the  fund 
so  that  it  might  produce  interest  until  an  application  of  it  should  be 
made  pursuant  to  the  design  of  the  testatora,  then  the  objection  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  that  the  money  is  not  in  the  Treas- 
ury is  entitled  to  great  weight.  For  as  a  general  rule  it  is  the  duty 
of  a  trustee  to  make  the  trust  fund  produce  interest;  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  probably  did  right  in  directing  this  fund  to 
be  invested  and  ought  not,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  be  held  bound  to 
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reimburse  it  at  an}-  moment  on  a  failure  to  pay  by  those  to  whom  it 
had  been  loaned.  Whether  the  investments  made  were  judicious  or 
otherwise,  Mr.  Thurman  did  not  know.  He  had  not  inquired,  for  it 
was  not  his  purpose  to  cast  censure  anywhere. 

As  to  the  merits  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  he  would  do  noth- 
ing more  than  express  an  opinion  without  going  into  any  argument 
whatever.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  unless  it  were  most  materially 
changed.  He  was  opposed  to  the  erection  of  an  immense  institution 
at  the  city  of  Washington  that  would  ultimately  become  a  charge 
upon  the  Treasury  and  would  necessarily  be  partial  in  its  operations 
and  benefits.  He  was  rather  inclined  to  believe  that  the  best  disposi- 
tion of  the  fund  that  could  be  made  would  be  to  invest  the  interest 
arising  from  it  in  a  library.  There  were  great  objections  to  this  plan, 
to  be  sure.  They  had  been  forcibly  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the 
select  committee  [Mr.  Owen].  But  there  was  one  great  recommenda- 
tion it  possessed  that  strongly  influenced  him.  That  was  that  though 
it  might  not  effect  the  greatest  amount  of  benefit  that  could  be  pro- 
duced by  the  fund,  it  was  not  liable  to  the  abuses  to  which  all  the 
other  plans  would  probably  give  rise.  It  would  create  no  large  body 
of  office  holders,  no  patronage,  no  favoritism,  no  partial,  sectional 
advantages. 

Mr.  Owen  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams].  He  was  sorry  that  duty  devolved  upon 
him.  He  had  for  that  gentleman,  in  more  senses  than  one,  a  most 
wholesome  respect.  Not  only  did  he  respect  his  character  most  sin- 
cerely, his  acquirements,  his  long  experience,  his  information,  so 
accurate  on  every  subject,  but  in  addition  to  all  that  he  had  for  him, 
as  opposed  to  him  in  argument,  a  most  wholesome  respect.  If  any 
one  who  ever  debated  with  him  came  off  the  better  in  the  contest  it 
was  while  he  [Mr.  Owen]  was  out  of  the  House.  And  it  was  nothing 
but  a  sense  of  duty  which  induced  him  to  reply  to  the  gentleman. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  labored  more  zealously  in 
this  good  cause  than,  perhaps,  any  other  individual.  He  read  from  a 
report  of  Mr.  Adams,  of  March,  1840,  in  regard  to  the  application  of 
these  moneys,  in  which,  among  other  things,  it  was  declared: 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  United  StateH  have  made  themselves  creditors  to  the 
States,  aiid  made  themselves  responsible  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  of 
these  bonds,  etc. 

That  (said  Mr.  Owen)  was  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts in  1840.  It  was  Mr.  Owen's  opinion  to-day.  He  believed  it 
is  the  United  States  that  are  the  creditors  of  the  State  of  Arkansas 
and  the  other  States,  and  that  their  faith  is  plighted  for  the  due 
administration  of  this  fund.  And  this  included  the  question  of  time. 
Delay  was  equivalent  to  denial.  To  say  you  will  administer  a  fund 
fifty  years  hence  is  to  say  you  will  not  administer  it  at  all. 
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But  not  only  in  1840,  but  a  much  later  date,  when  everylMxl}^  knew 
that  Arkansas  had  failed  for  three  years  to  pay  her  interest,  did  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  bring  in  a  bill — in  June,  1844 — (from 
which  Mr.  Owen  read)  which  went  further  than  the  bill  now  before 
the  committee,  absolutely  declaring  that  $800,000  was  now  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  the  interest  of  which,  being  about 
$33,000,  more  than  this  bill  applied,  was  to  be  appropriated. 

He  alluded  to  the  objection  of  Mr.  Ficklin,  that  we  should  doubtless 
appropriate  hundreds  of  thousands  more  than  this  sum  if  we  now 
began;  and  said  in  the  unwillingness  of  members  to  appropriate  even 
the  interest  there  was  no  very  great  reason  to  imagine  that  they 
would  be  so  ready  to  appropriate  a  larger  sum,  not  included  in  this 
amount  at  all,  over  which  the  Institution  has  no  right  and  with  which 
no  connection. 

He  was  no  lawyer  and  would  not  argue  the  case  technically,  but  he 
would  say,  if  there  be  any  means  of  lowering  our  national  character 
over  the  whole  civilized  world  (and  with  so  small  a  gain  to  the  Gov- 
ernment) more  effectually  than  this,  he  did  not  know  what  it  was.  He 
held  in  regard  to  public  and  private  morals  there  is  no  difference. 
The  interest  that  had  accrued  on  this  sum  was  about  $242,000  (about 
one-half  of  which  had  been  paid),  or  about  one-hundreth  part  of  the 
annual  expenditures  and  receipts  of  the  Government;  and  in  addition 
to  this  we  had  $10,000  or  $12,000  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  And  still  we 
claimed  that  we  were  relieved  of  the  obligation  for  this  money  because 
we  had  invested  it  in  stocks,  the  interest  of  which  was  not  paid.  It 
was  like  a  man  with  an  annual  income  of  $2,000,  and  in  addition  having 
(say)  $1,000  deposited  in  bank,  who  had  loaned  to  a  wayward  or  unfor- 
tunate son  $20  (one  hundredth  part  of  his  income),  which  he  had  received 
in  trust  for  a  friend;  and  who,  one-half  of  it  having  been  paid  when 
called  upon  for  the  return  of  that  trust,  should  refuse  it  on  the 
ground  that  one-half  of  the  sum  had  not  been  paid  by  his  son,  to  whom 
as  trustee  of  the  fund  he  had  loaned  it.  No  one  would  hesitate  to  say 
that  as  a  matter  of  common  justice  and  honesty  he  should  pay  this 
small  amount  even  if  the  son  never  paid  it  to  him.  And  what  we 
ought  to  do  as  individuals  we  ought  also  to  do  as  public  men. 

He  would  not  follow  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  through 
the  whole  course  of  his  remarks.  He  believed  the  gentleman  admitted 
that  the  Government  was  ultimately  responsible  for  the  application  of 
this  fund  according  to  the  intention  of  the  testator.  If  it  did  happen 
(which  was  not  probable,  for  he  did  not  doubt  her)  that  Arkansas  did 
not  at  some  future  period  pay  the  interest,  we  should  be  called  upon 
to  pay  it  from  the  Treasury,  according  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. Now,  he  wanted  to  know  what  was  the  difference  between 
taxing  our  constituents  (as  the  phrase  was)  then  and  now?  So  far  as 
the  burden  was  concerned,  it  was  nothing;  so  far  as  reputation  was 
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concerned,  it  was  everything.  The  first  duty  of  a  trustee  was  to  carry 
into  effect  the  object  of  the  trust,  and  if  the  duty  was  neglected  were 
we  not  bound  to  provide  at  least  against  the  loss  of  the  fund? 

In  reference  to  the  advocacy  by  Mr.  Adams  of  the  application  of  the 
fund  to  a  library,  and  to  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Adams  [as  the  reporter 
understood]  that  it  was  more  in  accordance  with  his  fancy,  Mr.  Owen 
urged  that  fancy  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  question;  that  we 
were  bound  to  appropriate  this  fund  strictly  according  to  the  intentions 
of  the  testator,  whose  intentions  the  appropriation  of  the  principal 
portion  of  which  to  a  library,  he  argued,  could  not  meet,  inasmuch  as, 
though  a  library  might  tend  to  the  ^'diffusion,"  it  would  not  to  the 
"increase"  "of  knowledge  among  men;"  and  as,  if  a  libi*ary  had  been 
intended  by  Mr.  Smithson,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  expressed  it. 

He  was  not  specially  wedded  to  this  feature  of  normal  schools,  yet^ 
he  confessed  he  considei'ed  it  the  most  important  one  in  the  bill.  And  / 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  wholly  misunderstood  him  if  he 
supposed  that  his  (Mr.  Owen's)  proposition  was  to  supersede  the  State 
normal  schools.  It  was  leather  a  supplement  to  them — an  institution 
which  would  carry  them  farther,  where  the  science  of  education  should 
be  improved.  And  for  this  they  had  high  authority.  He  referred  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  language  on  the  subject,  from  which,  though  not 
express  to  this  point,  he  considered  the  inference  fair  that  he  would 
be  in  favor  of  such  a  feature.  __ 

As  to  the  disgiuce  of  educatmg  our  children  with  foreign  aid,  there 
was  no  proposition  in  this  bill  to  educate  children,  but  the  teachers  of 
children.     And  as  to  the  disgrace,  it  might  be  said  with  equal  propri- 
ety that  it  was  disgraceful  to  receive  foreign  aid  for  the  founding  of  a  I 
library.  j 

One  special  portion  of  the  duties  of  this  normal  branch  would  be  to  • 
call  the  attention  of  the  States  generally  to  these  normal  schools,  and  ' 
it  might,  and  he  hoped  would,  in  this  way  become  the  means  of  increas-  ■ 
ing  these  schools. 

In  conclusion,  he  said  the  practical  effect  of  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Adams  would  be  to  postpone  the  matter  indefinitely.  His  (Mr.  Owen's) 
opinion  coincided  much  more  nearly  with  the  opinion  heretofore 
expressed  (from  a  source  he  respected  so  highly)  on  at  least  four  dif- 
ferent occasions;  and  he  hoped  that  Congress  would  no  longer  delay 
to  appropriate  this  fund,  as  in  honor  and  justice  they  were  bound,  so 
as  to  carry  out  as  near  as  might  be  the  intentions  of  James  Smithson. 

Mr.  E.  H.  EwiNG  dissented  from  that  part  of  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Adams,  which  went  to  make  a  legislative  promise  that  nothing 
should  be  done  until  the  arrears  of  interest  were  collected  from  the 
States  in  whose  bonds  the  funds  had  been  invested,  and  gave  notice  of 
a  motion  to  strike  it  out. 

He  was  not  able  to  say  that  this  Government  had  performed  in  a 
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proper  manner  the  duties  of  trustee,  and  with  proper  precaution 
invested  these  funds.  Clearly,  if  this  investment  had  thus  been  made 
and  the  duties  of  trustee  faithfully  performed  the  Government  could 
not  be  held  to  assume  the  debt  and  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the 
testator. 

He  could  not  agree  with  Mr.  Sims  that  this  fund  could  ever  be 
replaced  in  the  chancery  of  England.  This  Government  was  now  a 
trustee  in  regard  to  this  fund.  By  its  acceptance  of  it  it  had  obligated 
itself  to  make  a  disposal  of  it  according  to  the  intentions  of  the  testator 
and  was  incapable  of  divesting  itself  of  it. 

If  it  had  been  properly  invested,  as  a  trustee  should  invest  it,  the 
Government  was  not  bound  for  the  sake  of  keeping  up  its  name  to 
make  an  appropriation  of  the  money  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  for  the  support  of  this  charity  or  any  other.  The  question  was, 
whether  this  investment  had  been  made  in  good  faith — whether  at  the 
time  there  was  a  reasonable  probability  that  it  would  be  returned  or 
the  interest  on  it  paid  regularly. 

That  question  he  was  not  able  now  to  determine,  and  he  presumed 
this  was  the  case  with  other  members  of  the  House.  Hence,  in  the 
absence  from  the  Treasury  of  this  fund,  he  was  willing  to  postpone 
action  on  the  subject  for  the  present. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  had,  he  said,  a  few  words  to  say.  In  regard  to 
the  purposes  of  this  bequest  and  the  obligation  and  duty  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  them  into  effect,  he  agreed  with  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill.  Both  had  the  same 
object  in  view.  In  regard  to  the  mode  of  reaching  the  object  he  did 
not  agree  with  the  gentleman.  He  regretted  this  difference  of  opinion, 
but  in  all  the  public  discussions  of  this  question  hardly  any  two  per- 
sons had  been  found  to  agree.  If  he  differed  from  the  honorable  chair- 
man, the  honorable  chairman  had  also  differed  from  all  who  had  pre- 
ceded him  in  the  investigation  of  this  subject.  This  bill  was  entirely 
different  from  any  that  had  been  reported  heretofore.  The  chairman 
had  done  him  the  honor  to  refer  to  his  (Mr.  Adams's)  former  views  on 
this  subject,  but  did  not  propose  to  carry  them  out.  It  was  important 
to  the  argument  to  consider  how  the  fund  was  expended.  He  admitted 
that  at  the  time  when  the  fund  was  invested  in  Arkansas  stocks  those 
stocks  were  at  par,  as  were  all  the  State  stocks.  The  banks  after- 
wards suspended,  and  not  only  the  Arkansas  stocks  but  all  the  State 
stocks  depreciated.  The  interest  on  these  bonds  was  not  paid,  and  it 
was  the  same  case  with  the  bonds  of  other  States.  He  entertained 
and  cherished  the  hope  that,  by  means  of  what  he  called  moral  sua- 
sion— by  considerations  of  justice  between  State  and  State,  and  man 
and  man — the  people  of  Arkansas,  having  this  subject  presented  to 
them  year  after  year  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  would,  for 
the  sake  of  their  own  honor  and  interests,  pay  the  debt.     He  had  that 
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faith.  [Mr.  Adams  went  on  to  explain  the  provisions  of  his  substitute 
for  the  bill.]  He  proposed  that  no  appropriation  for  the  purposes  of 
this  institution  should  be  made  a  tax  on  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Should  this  be  agreed  to  and  become  a  part  of  the  act,  he 
believed  that  it  would  be  more  effectual  in  persuading  the  people  of 
Arkansas  to  pay  this  money  than  would  be  the  thunder  of  the  line-of- 
battle  ships  with  which  we  have  been  lately  threatened  in  the  British 
Parliament.  No  application  of  force  was  proposed  by  him.  He 
would  speak  to  them  only  as  friends  to  friends.  He  would  say  to 
them,  we  would  not  tax  our  own  people  to  pay  the  sum  for  which  you 
are  indebted — which  you  ought  to  pay — and  which  you  can  pay  almost 
without  feeling  it. 

Mr.  Arch.  Yell  said,  with  the  leave  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  he 
would  make  some  explanations.  The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  left  it 
to  be  understood  that  the  interest  of  the  Arkansas  bonds  had  not  been 
paid,  and  that  the  State  was  not  disposed  to  pay  its  debts.  He  wished 
to  let  the  House  know  the  state  of  this  matter.  Half  a  million  of  State 
bonds  were  (in  1838)  sold,  and  the  proceeds  invested  in  the  Real  £state 
Bank  of  Arkansas.  The  bonds  invested  were  to  be  paid  in  twenty -five 
years.  To  secure  them  was  pledged  the  bank  capital  of  a  million  and 
a  half,  and  real  estate  which  had  been  valued  at  three  millions.  In 
addition  to  this  the  State  took  the  bills  receivable  and  the  assets  of  the 
bank.  The  State  at  length  saw  its  error,  and  the  whole  country  had 
opened  its  eyes  to  the  evils  of  such  a  system.  The  State  acted  as  hon- 
estly as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit.  It  wound  up  the  bank 
and  determined  to  pay,  first,  the  outstanding  notes,  and,  second,  the 
special  deposits.  All  these  had  been  paid.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
time  for  which  the  bonds  were  given  he  had  no  doubt  that  they  would 
be  paid;  and  if  the  assets  of  the  bank  were  insufficient  the  State  would 
pay  them. 

Mr.  Yell  also  showed,  from  an  official  document,  that  about  $90,000 
had  been  paid  toward  the  interest  on  these  Arkansas  bonds.  He  went 
on  to  show  that  the  State  of  Arkansas  had  been  greatly  misused  by 
the  General  Government.  The  distribution  act  passed  in  1841.  He, 
as  the  executive  of  Arkansas,  recommended  to  the  legislature  not  to 
accept  the  share  of  that  State.  That  body,  though  one-third  of  them 
were  good  Whigs,  unanimously  refused  to  accept  it.  But  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  credited  the  sum  not  to  Arkansas,  but  to  the 
bank.  The  bank  received  it,  and  there  it  remained.  When  Arkansas 
came  into  the  Union,  5  per  cent  of  the  proceeds  of  lands  sold  in  her 
limits  were  given  to  the  State.  Till  1842  the  sum  was  promptly  paid. 
After  that  time  the  Government  retained  the  amount.  He  argued 
that  they  had  no  more  right  to  take  it  than  they  had  to  take  the  lands  set 
apart  for  the  support  of  schools.  When  the  Government  was  disposed 
to  do  justice  to  Arkansas,  the  people  of  that  State  would  be  better 
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enabled  to  meet  their  obligatioiiH.  The  assets  of  the  bank  were  equal 
to  the  payment  of  all  the  debts. 

He  would  not,  however,  pledge  his  State  to  pay  for  the  default  of 
the  bank.  When  the  bonds  had  become  due,  and  the  bank  was  found 
unable  to  pay  them,  then  the  State  might  be  called  upon. 

Mr.  Adams  said  the  United  States  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
bank.  The  State  of  Arkansas  gave  bonds  for  the  money,  and  they 
were  in  the  Treasury  now.  The  money  was  paid  to  an  agent,  and  the 
United  States  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  investment  of  the  money. 

Mr.  Yell  said  the  State  of  Arkansas  made  a  bank.  They  issued 
bonds  and  invested  them  in  the  Real  Estate  Bank. 

Mr.  Adams.  Sir,  I  had  heard  before  that  the  State  of  Arkansas 
never  received  any  benefit  from  this  money.  But  it  was  paid  to  their 
authorized  agents.  It  was  received  in  the  name  of  the  State  and  not 
of  the  bank.  As  to  the  argument  that  the  money  Wiis  invested  in  the 
bank,  and  the  bank  was  broken,  he  would  leave  that  to  such  operation 
as  it  might  have  upon  this  conunittee,  and  let  it  go  for  what  it  was 
worth.  He  would  say  nothing  to  the  disparagement  of  the  State  of 
Arkansas  or  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  on  account  of 
this  contract.  But  if  the  $500,000  in  British  sovereigns  was  sent  by 
an  agent  to  the  sovereign  State  of  Arkansas,  it  was  a  matter  of  no 
concern  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  whether  the  money 
was  filched  on  the  way. 

Mr.  Yell  here  asked  if  the  gentleman  intimated  that  the  money  was 
misapplied  by  any  agent  or  agents  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Adams  had  not  said  a  word  (he  said)  intimating  any  such  thing. 
He  had  stated  the  fact.  He  repeated  that  the  United  States  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  concerns  of  the  bank,  which  the  gentleman  had  said 
was  broken,  and  upon  which  fact  the  gentleman  had  argued  that  the 
State  was  not  bound  to  pay  the  money. 

Mr.  Adams  was  very  sorry  (he  said)  that  this  question  had  been 
brought  on.  He  had  made  no  reflection  on  the  State  of  Arkansas,  or 
on  the  bank,  or  on  the  agent.  He  still  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  after  an  appeal  to  her  sense  of  justice  and  honor, 
would  pay  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt  as  it  became  due. 

As  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  that  portion  of  the  substitute  which 
applied  to  it  he  should  strike  out.  The  State  had  made  a  provision  for 
the  payment  of  the  money  due  by  her. 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson  wished  to  ask  one  or  two  questions  on  this 
subject  of  the  honorable  chairman  who  reported  the  bill. 

Was  the  money  appropriated  by  the  bill  actually  in  the  Treasury? 

Mr.  Owen  said  it  would  take  a  lawyer  to  answer  such  a  question. 
Half  of  the  interest  had  been  paid  and  half  not. 

Mr.  A.  Johnson.  Then  1  understand  that  more  than  $200,000  for 
the  buildings,  etc.,  are  to  be  paid,  not  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Institu- 
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tion,  but  out  of  the  Treasury.  He  wished  this  to  be  understood  by  the 
people. 

Mr.  Owen  said  the  gentleman  might  so  consider  it,  but  he  did  not 
wish  him  to  construe  what  he  had  said  into  an  admission  that  he  [Mr. 
Johnson]  was  correct. 

Mr.  A.  Johnson  said  he  would  now  propose  a  question  to  the  learned 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  The  first  section  of  the 
bill  proposed  to  lend  money  to  the  Treasury.  Suppose  we  had  loaned 
the  fund  to  the  United  States  Bank  when  it  was  in  existence,  and  the 
bank  had  failed,  would  the  Government  be  bound  to  make  good  the 
fund? 

Mr.  George  Rathbun  had  no  objection  to  answer,  as  he  said;  and 
as  a  lawyer  he  would  say  that  a  trustee  investing  money  in  execution 
of  a  trust,  and  in  good  faith,  would  not  be  bound  to  return  it  if  it 
should  be  lost.  But  a  Government  professing  to  be  the  first  in  the 
world  ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  avail  itself  of  a  legal  and  technical 
excuse,  but  should  proceed  to  see  the  trust  faithfully  executed. 

Mr.  A.  Johnson  contended  that  the  same  moral  reasons  applied  in 
both  cases.  The  bill  itself,  he  proceeded  to  show,  did  not  hold  the 
Government  to  be  responsible  if  it  acted  in  good  faith,  for  it  provided 
that  all  the  investments  on  account  of  the  fund  be  pledged  to  refund 
the  money  to  the  Treasury.  This  proved  that  the  bill  did  not  appro- 
priate money  in  the  Treasury,  and  it  was  not  bound  for  the  money. 

There  was  something  a  little  farcical  and  amusing  in  this  system  of   | 


normal  instruction  which  was  to  provide  the  country  with  school- 
teachers. He  would  like  to  see  a  young  man  educated  at  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  and  brought  up  in  all  the  extravagance,  folly,  aris- 
toci*acy,  and  corruption  of  Washington  go  out  into  the  country  to 
teach  the  little  boys  and  girls  to  read  and  write!  Those  young  men 
so  educated  would  steal  or  play  the  little  pettifogger  sooner  than 
become  teachers.  Ninety- nine  out  of  a  hundred  of  those  who  received 
the  benefit  of  this  Institution  would  hang  about  a  law  oflice^ — get  a 
license — become  a  pack  of  drones  instead  of  schoolmasters.  Washing- 
ton City  was  not  a  place  for  such  an  institution.  He  believed  that  it 
would  result  in  an  injury  to  the  country  instead  of  a  benefit. 

Mr.  Owen  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  aware  that  the  will  of  Mr. 
Smithson  designated  Washington  City  as  the  place  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Institution. 

Mr.  A.  Johnson  objected,  he  said,  to  the  entire  scheme. 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis  asked  whether  the  gentleman  would  send  the 
money  back  to  the  court  of  chancery. 

Mr.  A.  Johnson  replied  that  he  objected  to  the  whole  principle  of 
the  measure,  and  that  he  would  send  the  money  back  to  the  source 
from  whence  it  came. 

Mr.  Davis  followed  with  some  remarks  in  support  of  the  measure. 
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The  Government  was  bound,  after  solemnly  accepting  the  trust,  to 
execute  it  faithfully. 

Mr.  John  Bell  spoke  on  the  same  side  of  the  question.  It  was  eight 
years  since  the  United  States  (he  said)  had  accepted  this  trust,  which 
was  one  of  a  delicate  and  important  character.  The  question  was  in 
what  manner  the  trust  should  be  discharged.  He  held  that  the  United 
States  was  responsible  for  the  fund  and  ought  to  appropriate  it  for 
its  object.  He  hoped  that  Arkansajs  would  one  day  pay  the  money, , 
but  he  feared  it  would  be  a  distant  day.  It  was  necessary  to  act  now. 
He  did  not  wholly  approve  of  the  bill  reported,  but  he  would  take  it 
rather  than  do  nothing. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Hough  sent  to  the  Chair  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  which 
he  gave  notice  he  would  oflfer,  and  it  was  read. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  George  W.  Hopkins  (and  under  the  operation 
of  the  previous  question),  a  resolution  was  adopted  providing  that  all 
debate  on  this  bill  (in  committee)  should  cease  in  one  hour  after  it 
should  again  have  been  taken  up. 

MpHI  29,  1846— House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  James  J.  McB[ay,  the  House  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  (Mr.  A.  Burt,  of  South  Carolina,  in  the  chair), 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men. 

The  amendment  given  notice  by  Mr.  Andrew  Johnson  on  the  pre- 
vious evening  was  read  at  the  request  of  several  members. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  Owen  and  others. 

Mr.  Hannibal  Hamlin  briefly  addressed  the  committee.  He 
regarded  this  fund  as  one  which  had  been  received  by  the  Government 
to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  Mr.  Smithson,  to  which,  by  their  accept- 
ance, they  had  solemnly  bound  themselves. 

He  alluded  to  the  difliculty — nay,  the  impossibility — of  any  select 
committee  agreeing  upon  a  plan  which  in  all  its  details  should  be  in 
accordance  with  the  views  of  all.  Notwithstanding  this,  he  trusted  we 
should  not  let  this  opportunity  go  by  to  make  a  commencement  in  thiB 
matter.  He  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  the  full  and  unqualified 
power  of  this  Government  to  take  charge  of  this  money  and  give  it 
the  direction  required  by  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson. 

While  there  were  features  in  the  bill  with  which  he  was  not  entirely 
pleased,  he  should  vote  for  the  bill  in  case  it  was  not  amended.  But 
there  were  some  amendments  to  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Owen]  to  which  he  would  fain  hope  that  gentleman  himself  would 
lend  a  favorable  ear.  One  related  to  the  appropriation  of  a  part  of  it 
to  the  science  of  agriculture.  He  referred  to  the  general  and  deplora- 
ble want  of  information  of  the  componcMits  of  the  soil,  the  proper 
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mode  of  treating  it,  the  proper  adaptation  of  crops  to  different  soils, 
etc.,  and  said  he  wished  to  see  connected  with  this  institution  a  depart- 
ment of  agricultural  chemLstry  and  a  professor  of  agriculture  proper. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Owen  (Mr.  Hamlin  yielding)  explained  that  there  was  an 
express  provision  of  the  bill  to  appoint  professors  of  agriculture,  and 
there  was  also  another  by  which  such  professors  of  more  useful  arts 
and  sciences  were  to  be  appointed,  which  would  undoubtedly  include 
a  professor  of  chemistry,  part  of  whose  duties  it  would  be  to  lecture 
on  the  application  of  chemistry  to  agriculture. 

Mr.  Hamlin  was  aware  of  this;  but  it  should  be  more  specifically 
provided  for. 

He  noticed  one  or  two  features  of  the  bill,  and  suggested  one  or  two 
modifications  he  would  like  to  see  made;  but,  if  it  could  not  be  amended, 
he  urged  its  passage  without  further  delay  as  a  matter  of  good  faith, 
common  honesty,  and  one  promising  important  benefits  to  the  people 
and  the  nation.  He  considered  the  money  in  the  Treasury,  and  the 
United  States  responsible  for  the  investment  of  the  fund  according  to 
the  intentions  of  the  testator. 

Mr.  Brad.  R.  Wood  desired  to  say  a  very  few  words  upon  the  bill. 
Much  had  been  said  about  national  honor  during  this  session  on  this 
floor,  but  if  there  ever  was  a  point  in  which  the  national  honor  was 
concerned  it  was  in  carrying  out  the  intentions  of  the  testator  in  his 
bequest.  For  my  own  part,  I  consider  it  an  honor  to  my  country  that 
the  subject  of  a  monarchical  government  should  have  selected  this  as 
the  instrument  of  his  expansive  benevolence.  The  bill,  however, 
before  us  was,  in  his  opinion,  defective  in  some  of  its  provisions.  I 
refer  particularly  to  that  section  which  contemplates  a  normal  school. 
When  this  subject  was  first  mooted  this  part  of  the  bill  struck  him 
favorably,  but  upon  more  mature  reflection  he  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  this  clause  was  objectionable.  Normal  instruction  could 
only  be  done,  and  well  done,  in  the  respective  States,  among  several 
of  which  it  had  already  been  commenced,  and  besides,  sir,  I  should 
deprecate  that  kind  of  education  that  should  flow  down  from  this  place 
among  the  people.  He  responded  with  all  his  heart  to  the  remarks 
made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Hamlin],  in  rela- 
tion to  agricultural  instruction.  He  would  do  all  he  could  to  increase 
and  diffuse  useful  knowledge  among  the  masses,  but  this  could  not 
and  would  not  be  attained  by  such  education  as  would  be  obtained 
here,  or  by  collecting  at  this  point  a  splendid  library.  The  latter 
might,  and  unquestionably  would,  benefit  those  already  learned,  but 
not  the  people.  With  the  view  of  attaining  that  object,  he  should 
offer  an  amendment,  which  he  would  ask  the  clerk  to  read.  [The 
clerk  here  read  the  amendment,  which  will  be  found,  as  offered,  at  a 
subsequent  stage  of  the  proceedings.]  He  had  hastily  glanced  at  a  sub- 
stitute offered  by  his  colleague  [Mr.  Hough],  just  laid  on  his  table,  and 
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which  he  thought  was  less  objectionable  than  the  original  bill.  Yet, 
sir,  I  feel  in  common  with  others,  what  is  due  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Owen],  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  for 
his  exertions  in  this  matter,  and  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  frame  a 
bill  to  meet  the  views  of  all;  but  difficult  as  it  might  be,  it  was  no 
reason  why  a  beginning  should  not  be  made  to  carry  out  the  intentions 
of  the  testator. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Sims  offered  a  substitute  for  the  bill;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  William  F.  Giles  submitted  an  amendment  providing  for  the 
publication  and  distribution  of  books  for  the  instruction  of  the  blind; 
which  was  read.  He  would  say  nothing  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
just  read,  for  it  would  be  a  libel  on  the  House  to  suppose  that  any 
argument  in  favor  of  it  would  be  required.  He  took  it  for  granted 
that  the  committee  would  now  act  on  this  subject,  and  he  could  not 
believe  that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Adams]  would  receive  the  sanction  of  the  committee.  In  the  face  of 
the  world  we  had  assumed  this  trust.  We  had  taken  the  money  under 
the  will  of  this  distinguished  stranger,  but  we  had  delayed  for  a  long 
time  the  execution  of  the  trust.  He  hoped  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  would  not  be  allowed  to  suffer  any  injury  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  by  longer  delay  of  action  on  the  subject.  There  were  some  por- 
tions of  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  which  he  would  like  to 
see  altered.  While  he  had  no  constitutional  scruples  himself  as  to  the 
incorporation  of  the  institution,  yet  he  would  be  willing,  in  courtesy 
to  the  opinion  of  others,  to  strike  out  that  provision  from  the  bill,  for 
all  its  ends  could  be  accomplished  without  it.  He  urged  the  committee 
not  to  delay  action,  because  there  was  difficulty  in  each  step  before 
them.  Congress  had  power  to  alter  and  amend  the  act  and  it  was  now 
necessary  only  to  take  the  initiatory  step.  The  form  could  be  altered 
from  time  to  time  so  as  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  testator. 
The  objections  urged  to  a  normal  school  were  not  well  founded.  It 
would  send  abroad  a  number  of  educated  men;  and  was  not  education 
the  richest  boon  that  could  be  conferred  on  the  country  next  to  the 
preservation  of  liberty.  Our  institutions  were  dependent  upon  intel- 
ligence and  reason;  and  no  matter  what  profession  the  young  men 
educated  at  this  school  should  adopt  they  would  add  to  the  stock  of 
knowledge  and  diffuse  it  among  men. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Wick  said  that  some  opinions  had  been  expressed  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  which  he  could  not  suffer  to  pass  uncontradicted. 
He  alluded  to  the  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  doctrine  of  trust.  It 
was  alleged  that  all  which  the  Government  was  responsible  for  waa  the 
stocks  in  which  the  fund  had  been  invested.  This  fund  was  intrusted 
to  our  charge,  and  it  was  important  that  the  honor  of  the  country 
should  be  sustained  by  its  faithful  execution.  He  totally  dissented,  as 
a  lawyer,  from  the  doctrines  which  had  been  advanced.     A  trustee  in 
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ordinary  cases  was  not  bound,  if  he  was  authorized  to  use  his  discre- 
tion, as  to  the  mode  of  investing  the  fund  intrusted  to  him.  But  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  had  no  such  discretion  in  this  case. 
There  was  no  power  given  by  the  will  of  Smithson  to  invest  the  money 
in  any  special  manner,  and  the  Government  invested  it  at  its  own 
hazard. 

If,  of  his  own  accord,  and  without  authority,  a  trustee  made  an 
investment,  he  was  responsible  for  it.  Thus  the  United  States  stood 
in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  to  this  extent  they  were  responsible,  if 
at  all.  If  his  wishes  had  been  consulted,  the  burden  of  this  trust  would 
never  have  been  accepted  by  the  Government.  But  we  did  accept  the 
trust,  and  the  national  faith  would  be  tarnished  should  it  not  be  exe- 
cuted. Had  he  been  here  at  the  time  he  would  have  voted  against  it. 
He  knew  that  the  Government  had  no  constitutional  power  to  establish 
a  college  of  itself.  The  power  was  not  granted  in  the  Constitution; 
but  it  might  be  admitted  that  the  Government  had  the  power  to  accept 
a  trust  for  the  purpose.  He  had  always  advocated  a  strict  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  but  he  believed  that  the  Government  might 
accept  the  trust.  We  had  accepted  the  trust,  and  it  was  our  duty  to 
execute  it. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Sims  made  some  remarks  on  the  constitutional  question. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones  asked  whether,  if  the  money  should  be  given  by 
will  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  the  Government  would  be 
bound  to  execute  the  trust  or  have  power  to  accept  it? 

Mr.  Wick  replied  that  he  would  vote  against  the  acceptance  of  such 
a  trust. 

Mr.  Washington  Hunt  entirely  concurred  with  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Wick]  in  his  view  of  this  subject.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  it  was  a  reproach  to  the  Government  to  delay  carrying  out  the 
purposes  of  this  trust. 

The  committee  proceeded  to  vote. 

The  first  question  was  on  the  following  amendment  of  Mr.  Andrew 
Johnson  to  the  first  section: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  **next,"  in  the  eleventh  line,  to  the  word  *'be,''  in 
the  fourteenth  line,  and  insert  the  following:  "And  actually  paid  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  by  the  States  which  have  borrowed  and  used  said  fund." 

Mr.  R.  D.  Owen  inquired  of  the  mover  of  the  amendment  whether, 
if  this  amendment  was  carried,  it  would  apply  to  any  moneys  that 
have  been,  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  as  interest  and 
have  been  reinvested  in  State  stocks? 

No  answer  being  returned, 

Mr.  Owen  said  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  prevail. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected  without  a 
division. 

The  second  section  being  under  consideration, 
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Mr.  J.  W.  TiBBATTS  moved  the  amendment  of  which  notice  had 
previously  been  given,  to  strike  out  the  words  providing  that  the  board 
of  managei*s  "shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  constituted  a  board  politic 
and  corporate,  by  the  style  and  title  of  the  '  Smithsonian  Institution/ 
with  perpetual  succession,  and  the  usual  powers,  duties,  and  liabilities 
incident  to  corporations." 

The  question  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  70,  noes  44. 

So  these  words  were  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Owen  moved  to  insert  after  the  word  ^'managers"  (in  lieu  of 
the  words  stricken  out)  the  words  "  and  the  said  Institution  shall  be 
known  by  the  style  and  title  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  fourth  section  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Owen  moved  an  amendment  (which  he  stated  to  be  necessary  in 
consequence  of  the  previous  amendment  striking  out  the  clause  con- 
stituting a  corporation)  to  insert  at  the  forty-fourth  line  the  words: 

And  all  qaestions  which  may  arise  between  the  United  States  and  any  person 
claiming  under  and  by  virtue  of  any  such  contract  shall  be  heard  and  determined  by 
said  board  of  managers. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Owen  also  moved  to  insert  at  the  tenth  line  the  words: 

And  all  prosecutions  for  trespass  on  said  property,  and  all  civil  suits  in  behalf  of 
said  Institution,  shall  be  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  in  any  court 
having  competent  jurisdiction  of  the  same. 

Agreed  to — ayes  61,  noes  not  counted. 

The  fifth  section  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoix 
moved  an  amendment  to  insert  at  the  twenty-first  line  these  words: 

Which  collection  shall  be  denominated  the  National  Museum.  And  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  National  Institute  to  deposit  its  collections  in  said  museum  [in  consid- 
eration whereof  said  institute  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint  a  curator  to  said  museum, 
with  such  compensation  as  the  managers  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  assign], 
and  the  said  National  Institute  shall  have  a  right  to  hold  its  meetings  in  the  buildings 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  any  room  which  shall  be  assigned  for  such  purpose 
by  the  managers  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  TiBBATTS  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  strike  out 
the  words  in  brackets. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  original  amendment  of  Mr.  J.  R. 
Ingersoll,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  67,  noes  50. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Richard  Brodhead  moved  an  amendment  to  the  fifth  section 
(which  provides  for  suitable  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  all 
objects  of  art,  and  of  foreign  and  curious  research,  of  natuml  history, 
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of  plants,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  ''  which  may  be  in  the 
city  of  Washington"),  to  insert,  after  the  word  '"  Washington,"  the 
words  '^or  elsewhere." 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  seventh  section  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Hannibal  Ham- 
lin moved  to  insert,  after  the  word  "arts,"  in  the  provision  for  the 
appointment  of  professor  of  common-school  instruction,  with  such 
others  ''chieflv  of  the  more  useful  sciences  and  arts,"  the  words 
''especialU'  chemistry  as  applied  to  agriculture."    Rejected. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  moved  to  strike  out  the  following: 

Sec.  7.  And  wheroa«  the  moflt  effectual  mode  of  promoting  the  general  diffusion 
of  knowledge  in  by  judiciously  conducteti  common  schools,  to  the  establishment  of. 
which  throughout  the  Union  much  aid  will  be  afforded  by  improving  and  perfecting 
the  common-si^hool  system  of  the  country,  and  by  elevating  the  standard  of  qualifi- 
cation for  common-school  teachers;  and  whereas  knowledge  may  1x5  essentially  in- 
creascil  among  men  by  instituting  scientific  researches,  and,  generally,  by  spreading 
among  the  i)eople  a  taste  for  science  and  the  arts: 

Bf>  it  further  niactftf,  That  the  l)oard  of  managers  shall  establish  a  normal  branch 
of  the  Institution,  by  appointing  some  suitable  person  as  professor  of  common-school 
instruction,  with  such  other  professors,  chiefiy  of  the  more  useful  sinences  and  arts, 
as  may  Ix;  necessary  for  such  a  thorough  scientific  and  liberal  course  of  instruction 
as  may  be  adapted  to  qualify  young  persons  as  teachers  of  common  schools,  and  to 
give  to  others  a  knowletlge  of  an  improved  common-school  system;  and  also,  when 
desired,  to  qualify  students  as  teachers  or  profeasors  of  the  more  important  branches 
of  natural  science.  And  the  board  of  managers  may  authorize  the  professors  of  the 
Institution  to  grant  to  such  of  its  students  as  may  desire  it,  after  suitable  examina- 
tion, ccrtiiioiit^s  of  qualification  as  common-school  teachers,  and  also  as  teachers  or 
professors  in  the  various  branches  of  science;  they  may  also  employ  able  men  to 
lecture  upfjn  useful  subjects,  and  shall  fix  the  compensation  of  such  lei^turers  and 
professors. 

The  question  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  72,  noes  42. 

So  the  words  were  stricken  out. 

[The  section,  as  amended,  read  as  follows: 

Be  it  further  cnacttjfJ,  That  there  shall  not  lx>  established  in  connection  with  the 
institution,  any  school  of  law,  or  medicine,  or  divinity,  nor  any  professorship  of 
ancient  languages.  And  the  said  managers  shall  make,  from  the  interest  of  said  fund, 
an  appropriation,  not  excee<ling  an  average  of  ten  thousand  dollars  annually,  for  the 
gradual  fonnation  of  a  library,  composed  of  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all  depart- 
ments of  human  knowledge.] 

Section  8  lieing  under  consideration,  Mr.  Owen  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  add  at  its  close  an  amendment,  which,  after  various  modifica- 
tions, assumed  the  following  form: 

/Vnd  the  said  l)oard  of  managers  shall  appoint  such  professors  of  the  more.u.seful 
sciences  and  arts  as  may  Ije  nei^essary  for  a  thorough,  scientific,  and  liberal  course  of 
instruction;  they  may  also  employ  able  men  to  lecture  ujx)n  useful  subjects,  and  shall 
fix  the  comj>ensation  of  such  lecturers  and  professors:  Provided,  That  the  expendi- 
ture on  account  of  the  Institution  shall  at  no  time  exceed  the  intcrt»st  of  the  fund. 
H.  Doc.  732 27 
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Mr.  LiXN  BoYD  and  Mr.  Adams,  respectively,  raised  the  point  of 
order  against  this  amendment,  on  the  ground  of  identity  with  the  words 
stricken  out  on  motion  of  Mr.  Adams. 

The  Chairman  overruled  the  point  of  order;  thus  decdding  the 
amendment  in  order. 

The  question  was  taken,  and,  after  some  delay  for  want  of  a  (juoruni, 
was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  42,  noes  77. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  strike  out  the  ninth  section,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing (which  he  said  were  now  rendered  useless  by  the  amendments 
previously  made): 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted j  That  the  said  board  of  managers  shall  also  make 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  admission  of  students  into  the  various  departments  of 
the  Institution,  and  their  conduct  and  deportment  while  they  remain  therein:  /Vo- 
videdf  That  all  instruction  in  said  Institution  shall  be  gratuitous  to  those  students  who 
conform  to  such  rules  and  regulations. 

The  question  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
So  the  section  was  stricken  out. 

The  tenth  section  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  W.  F.  Giles 
moved  an  amendment,  to  add  at  the  end  thereof  the  following: 

And  shall  cause  to  he  published,  from  time  to  time,  books  in  raised  characters  for 
the  education  of  the  blind,  to  be  distributed  by  the  said  l>oard  of  managers  among 
the  different  State  institutions  for  the  education  of  the  blind. 

The  question  beitig  taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  B.  R.  Wood  moved  an  amendment,  to  insert  in  the  fourth  line 
of  tenth  section  the  word  '*  useful,"  and  strike  out  the  eleventh,  twelfth, 
and  thirteenth  lines. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  strike  out  the  tenth  section  (in  order  to  conform 
to  previous  amendments). 

The  question  lieing  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative;  ayes,  68, 
noes,  57. 

So  the  section  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  an  amendment,  to  add  as  a  new  section,  })etween 
the  tenth  and  eleventh  .sections,  the  following: 

Aiid  be  itfurtfter  enacted ^  That  the  8iim  of  $20,000  of  the  interest  t)f  said  fund  be,  and 
is  hereby,  appropriated  annually  for  the  purchase  or  publication  of  a  library  for  the 
diffusion  of  useful  knowle<lge,  to  be  selecte<l  or  published  under  the  direction  of  the 
said  l>oard  of  mana^rs,  which  shall  include  the  Ixist  elementary  p)pular  works  upon 
the  history,  geography,  and  statinticnof  thel'nite<l  States;  uj>on  l>otany,  mineralo^, 
geolog}',  agriculture,  agricultural  chemistr>',  nitvhanicH,  and  j>hysioloiry;  and  which 
said  librarj'  shall  ]h}  ilistributHl  among  the  several  States  and  Territories  in  the  ratio 
of  their  representation,  and  be  forwar«le<l  to  th(^  several  governors  of  said  States  and 
TerritorieH  to  lx»  distributetl  among  the  i«Hipl<»  then^jf  in  Hiich  a  inann<'r  as  their 
respe<'tive  legislutureH  shall  detennine  and  shall  most  tend  to  increase  and  diffuse 
knowledge. 


TWENTY-NINTH   CONGRESS,  1845-1847.  419 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis  moved  an  amendment,  to  add  at  the  close  of 
the  last  section  the  following  proviso; 

And  provided  furiheTy  That  no  appropriation  shall  be  made  for  the  advancement  of 
this  Institution  except  from  moneys  which  properly  belong  to  the  Smithsonian  fmid. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  John  A.  McClernand  gave  notice  of  a  substitute  which  he 
intended  to  oflFer  when  in  order  (which  was  read  for  information). 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones  moved  a  further  proviso  at  the  end  of  the  bill,  as 
follows: 

Provided f  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  connect  in  any  manner 
whatever  said  Smitlisonian  Institution  with  any  other  institution  or  society  w^hat- 
ever. 

Rejected. 

The  bill  having  now  been  gone  through  with,  the  question  recurred 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Jones,  to  strike  out  all  of  the  bill 
after  the  word  "be,"  in  the  sixth  line,  first  8e<;tion,  and  insert: 

Paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  heirs  at  law  or  next  of  kin  or  resid- 
uary legatee  of  the  said  James  Smithson,  or  their  authorized  agents,  whenever  they, 
shall  demand  the  same:  ProvidM,  That  the  Siecretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  in  paying 
over  said  money  as  herein  directed,  deliver  to  said  heirs  all  State  lx>nds  or  other 
stocks  of  every  kind  which  have  been  purchased  with  said  money  or  any  part  thereof, 
in  lieu  of  so  much  of  said  money  as  shall  have  been  so  invested  in  State  bonds  or 
other  stocks,  and  the  balance  of  said  sum  of  money,  if  any,  not  so  invested,  shall  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Sims  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment 'the 
proposition  of  which  he  had  given  notice  (as  a  substitute  for  the  bill) 
to  provide  for  the  return  of  the  money. 

The  Chairman  decided  the  amendment  out  of  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  George  Rathbun  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Jones 
by  striking  out  so  much  as  relates  to  the  restoring  to  the  heirs,  etc., 
of  Mr.  Smithson  the  bonds  of  the  States  (so  that  the  monev  and  not 
the  bonds  should  be  returned). 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  reciuring  on  the  original  amendment  of  Mr. 
Jones  was  taken  by  tellers  and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  8,  noes 
115. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  being  on  rising  and  reporting  the  bill  as  amended — 

Mr.  Adams,  in  compliance  with  previous  notice,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing substitute  for  the  bill: 

Strike  out  the  preamble,  and  all  except  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert: 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested,  by  the  uue  of  suitable  means 
of  moral  suasion,  and  no  others,  to  obtain  from  the  governments  of  the  States  of 
Arkansajj  and  Illinois  |>aynient  of  the  arrears  of  interest  due  from  the  said  States  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  interest  thereafter,  and  the  principal  as  it  shall  become 
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due,  according  to  the  promiflefi  on  the  face  of  the  bonds  given  by  the  said  States  for 
moneys  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson,  a  benevolent  Englishman,  to  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  special  purpose  of  founding,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  an 
institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  which  bequest 
was,  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  first  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  accepted,  with  a  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  United  States  that  it  should  be 
applied  to  the  purix)8e«  prescribed  by  the  testator. 

Sec.  2.  And  }>€  it  furtfier  eiia/iMy  That  when  payment  shall  have  been  obtained  from 
the  said  States  of  Arkansas  and  Illinois  of  the  arrears  of  interest  due  on  their  said 
bonds  Congress  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  appropriate  said  sums  of  interest  so  recov- 
ered, together  with  the  interest  hitherto  received,  or  hereafter  to  be  received  until 
the  time  of  making  such  appropriations,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  suited 
to  redeem  the  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  the  application  of  the  funds 
of  the  bequest  of  the  said  James  Smithson  to  the  specific  purpose  prescribed  by  the 
testator. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfuriker  ena<iedj  That  until  the  arrears  of  interest  due  by  the  said 
States  of  Arkansas  and  Illinois  to  the  United  States  upon  their  said  respective  bonds 
shall  have  Ix^n  received  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  no  appropriation  shall 
be  made  by  Congress  chargeable  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  fulfill- 
ment of  the  purposes  prescribed  by  the  testator  James  Smithson  for  the  disposal  of 
his  bequest. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted^  That  within  the  first  thirty  days  of  each  and  every 
'successive  session  of  Congress  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  report  to  Congress  the  then  actual  staite  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  particularly 
the  amount  of  arrears  of  interest  due  upon  the  said  bonds  of  the  States  of  Arkansas 
and  Illinois,  together  with  copies  of  all  correspondence,  showing  the  result  of  the 
means  of  moral  suasion  used  during  the  preceding  year  to  obtain  payment  of  the 
said  arrears  of  interest;  and  the  said  annual  reports  shall  be  printed  for  the 
information  of  the  people. 

Mr.  George  W.  Hopkins  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
to  strike  out  in  its  first  section  the  words  ''of  moral  suasion  and  no 
others."    Agreed  to. 

The  third  section  of  the  said  substitute  amendment  being  under 
consideration, 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis  moved  an  amendment,  to  add  at  the  end  of 

the  section  the  following: 

Provided,  however,  That  if  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  shall  make  it 
appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  that  he  has 
used  suitable  means  to  obtain  from  the  Real  Estate  Bank  of  Arkansas  payment  of 
the  debt  due  by  said  bank  to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  but  without  success,  then,  and  in 
that  case,  and  until  the  arrears  due  by  the  said  Real  Estate  Bank  shall  have  been 
received  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  the  said  State  shall  be,  and  is 
hereby,  declared  to  be  alwolved  from  the  promises  on  the  face  of  her  bonds  by  - 
which  the  sjiid  State  heretofore  pledged  her  faith  for  the  due  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  said  lx)nds. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  John  Wentworth  moved  an  amendment,  to  add  at  the  end  of 

the  section  the  following: 

That  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  have  the  j)Ower  hereafter,  like  otluT  States,  to  tax 
all  lands  within  that  State  as  soon  as  sold,  providing  the  iiroceiMls  of  said  tax  shall 
l)e  ap])li(!4l  to  |>aying  the  interest  due  the  Smithson  fund,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary, 
and  the  lyalaiuH.',  if  any,  to  imying  the  interest  u]M>n  her  other  l)onds. 
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Mr.  Geokue  W.  Hoi»kin8  misod  the  point  of  order  against  the 
amendment,  on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy. 

The  Chairman  Hustained  the  point,  and  detdded  the  amendment  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  E.  H.  EwiNG  moved  an  amendment  to  the  substitute,  to  strike 
out  the  third  section.     Rt»jectt>d. 

The  fourth  section,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  was  so  mod- 
ified by  Mr.  Adams  as  to  conform  to  the  amendment  of  the  first,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  moral  suasion." 

The  question  then  being  on  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Adams,  as 
amended,  wjus  taken  })y  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  57, 
noes  74. 

So  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Adams  was  rejected. 

The  question  again  recurring  on  the  original  bill  as  amended, 

Mr.  W.  J.  Hough  oflFered  the  amendment  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  as  a  substitute  for  the  entire  bill,  being  a  bill  consisting  of  four- 
teen sections. 

Mr.  G.  P.  Marsh  moved  several  amendments,  all  with  a  view,  as  he 
said,  to  direct  the  appropriation  entirely  to  the  pui'poses  of  a  library. 

The  first  one  was  to  section  7,  to  strike  out  the  words  '*  and  such  lec- 
turers as  may  be  employed  by  said  board,"  and  the  words  "  and  lectur- 
ers, and  all  other  officers  of  the  Institution." 

The  question  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  72, 
noes  39. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Marsh  next  moved  to  strike  out  section  8,  as  follows: 

Sec.  8.  And  Ite  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  said  Board  of  Regents  shall  employ  so 
many  and  such  able  men  to  lecture  upon  useful  subjects  and  at  such  times  and  places 
as  they  may  deem  most  beneficial  for  the  "  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men; "  and  shall  also,  during  each  session  of  Congress,  cause  a  course  of  such  lectures 
to  be  delivered,  weekly  or  semi  weekly,  publicly,  in  the  lecture  room  of  said  Institu- 
tion, and  shall  make  all  suitable  provisions  for  the  accommodation  of  all  members 
and  honorary  members  of  said  Institution,  and  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

Also,  an  amendment  to  the  ninth  section,  to  increase  the  annual  appro- 
priation for  the  library  from  $20,000  to  $25,000.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  W.  TiBBATTS  moved  to  strike  out  the  tirst  section. 

The  Chairman  decided  the  amendment  to  }>e  out  of  order,  that  por- 
tion of  the  substitute  bill  having  been  passed. 

Mr.  Marsh  moved  an  amendment  to  strike  out  the  tenth  and  eleventh 
sections  of  the  substitute,  in  the  words  following: 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  macled,  That  the  said  Board  of  Regents  shall  make  all 
needful  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  Institution  and  the 
persons  employed  therein;  and  in  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  professors  and  lectur- 
ers they  shall  have  reference  to  the  introduction  and  illustration  of  subjects  connected 
with  the  application  of  science  to  the  productive  and  liberal  arts  of  life,  improvements  . 
in  agriculture,  in  manufactures,  in  trades,  and  in  domestic  economy;  and  they  shall 
alflo  have  special  reference  to  the  increase  and  extension  of  scientific  knowledge  gen- 
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erally,  by  ex^Hiriiucnt  and  rtt>i.'an.'h.  An<l  tho  wiid  Rfpents  nhall  t-anse  to  be  printed, 
from  time  to  time,  any  le<'ture,  or  ixjuijie  of  lectures,  \vhi«*h  they  may  <ieeni  useful. 
And  it  shall  Ihj  the  duty  of  each  lecturer,  while  in  the  wrvice  of  the  Ini>titution,  to 
8u]>mit  a  copy  of  any  lecture  or  lectures  delivered  by  him  to  the  Re^nts  if  required. 
Sec.  11.  Aful  fic  it  farther  enacted^  That  it  shall  lx>  competent  for  the  Ixjanl  of  man- 
agers to  cAuse  to  l)e  printed  and  published,  perifxiically  or  ocinsionally,  I'stttys, 
pamphlets,  magazines,  or  other  brief  works  or  productions  for  the  <lissemi nation  of 
information  among  the  people,  especially  works  in  popular  form  on  agriculture  and 
its  latest  improvements,  or  the  sciences  and  the  aid  they  bring  to  labor,  manuala 
explanatory  of  the  best  systems  of  common  schot^l  instruction,  and,  generally,  tracts 
illustrative  of  objects  of  elementary  science,  and  treatises  on  history,  natural  and  civil, 
chemistry,  astronomy,  or  any  other  department  of  useful  knowledge:  and  may,  at 
their  discretion,  offer  and  pay  to  any  citizen  or  foreigner  such  sum  or  prize  as  they 
may  deem  discret»t  for  the  l>e8t  written  production  of  any  such  i>rize  essay  or  work; 
and  shall,  whenever  required  by  resolution  of  either  Houst»  of  Congrens,  (rause  to  be 
printed  and  delivered  to  such  House,  for  distribution  among  the  [jeojtle  at  large,  aa 
public  documents  of  Congress  are  distributed,  so  many  copies  of  such  U^'tures,  esBa3r8, 
pamphlets,  magazines,  tracts,  or  other  brief  works,  as  they  may  i)nKrure  to  be  written 
or  delivered,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  as  shall  be  requireil  by  such  resolution, 
the  expenses  of  which  to  he  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  said  Institution. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  G.  TiiURMAN  moved  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  twelfth 
section.     Rejected. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Douglass  moved  an  amendment,  as  an  iulditional  section 
(the  thirteenth),  in  the  words  following: 

Sec.  13.  And  be  U  further  enacted ,  That  the  author  or  proprietor  oi  any  book,  map, 
chart,  musical  composition,  print,  cut,  or  engraving,  for  which  a  copyright  shall  be 
secured  under  the  existing  ac^ts  of  Congress,  orthosis  which  shall  hereafter  be  enacted, 
respecting  co])yrights,  shall,  within  three  months  from  the  publiciition  of  said  book, 
map,  chart,  nnisical  composition,  print,  cut,  engraving,  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  deliv- 
ered, one  copy  of  the  same  to  the  librarian  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  one 
copy  to  the  librarian  of  the  Congress  Library,  for  the  use  of  said  libraries. 

The  que^stion  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  now  being  on  adopting  the  substitute  of  Mr.  W.  J. 
Hough,  as  amended,  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ayes  83,  noes  40. 

So  the  substitute  was  adopted. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  ])ill  and  amendments  to 
the  House. 

The  question  being  first  on  agreeing  to  the  substitute  amendment  of 
the  committee,  Mr.  Linn  Boyd  demanded  the  previoas  (juestion,  which 
was  seconded. 

The  main  (|uestion  was  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nay.s  were  asked  and  ordered,  and  ])eing  taken, 
resulted — veas  81,  navs  76 — as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adanis,  Arnold,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Bell,  J.  A.  Black, 
Brockenbnmgh,  Milton  Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Butfington,  William  W.  Camp- 
])ell,  John  II.  ('anipl)ell,  Carroll,  Chiinuaii,  Clarke,  (\>bb,  Cooke,  Collin,  Cranston, 
Crozier,  Ciill<»m,  Garret  Davis,  Delano,  Dorkery,  Douglass,  Duulaj*,  John  H.  Kwing, 
I«xlwin  II.  Ewing,  Faran,  Fieklin,  Foot,  <Si(ldinjn«,  Orider,  Grinnell,  Hampton,  Hap- 
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j>er,  Herrick,  Hillianl,  Klitw  H.  Holme8,  Hoiigli,  Edmund  W.  Hubani,  Samuel  D. 
Hubbard,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Daniel 
P.  King,  Thomas  Butler  King,  l-^iwrence,  Lewis,  Levin,  Ligon,  Maclay,  McGaughey, 
McHenry,  Mcllvaino,  Marsh,  Morse,  Moseley,  Norris,  Parish,  Payne,  Relfe,  John  A. 
RockwoFl,  Root,  Scammon,  Seaman,  Simt>son,  Truman  Smith,  Albert  Smith,  Strohm, 
Benjamin  Thompson,  Thurman,  Tilden,  Trumbo,  Vance,  Vinton,  Young,  and 
Y'ost— 81. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Stephen  Adams,  Bowliu,  Boyd,  Brinkerhoff,  Brodhead,  Bnrt,  C'ath- 
cart,  Reuben  Chapman,  Chase,  Constable,  Cimningham,  Daniel,  Dargan,  Ji^fferson 
Davis,  Dillingham,  Dobbin,  Dromgoole,  Giles,  Goo<lvear,  Gordon,  Graham,  (m>ver, 
Hamlin,  Harmanson,  Henley,  Hf^e,  Hopkins,  George  S.  Houston,  Hungerford, 
James  B.  Hunt,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Preston  King,  Leake,  La  Sere,  Lumpkin,  McLean,  McClernand,  ^IcCrate,  James 
McDowell,  McKay,  J.  P.  Martin,  B.  Martin,  Morris,  Moulton,  Owen,  Perrill,  Pheli>s, 
Pollock,  Price,  Rathbun,  Reid,  Ritter,  Sawtelle,  Severance,  Alexander  D.  Sims, 
Leonard  H.  Sims,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Rol)ert  Smith,  Stanton,  St.  John,  Sykes,  Thibo- 
deaux,  Thomasson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tibbatts,  Wentworth,  Wheaton,  Wick,  Wil- 
mot,  Woodruff,  Woixlward,  Yancey,  and  Yell — 7(5. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Samuel  Gordon  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill:  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted — ye^m  85,  nays 
76 — as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Arnold,  Bell,  James  A.  Black,  Brinkerhoff,  Milton 
Brown,  Buffington,  William  W.  Campbell,  John  H.  Campbell,  Carroll,  Cathcart, 
Cranston,  Crozier,  Cimningham,  Garret  Davis,  Jefferson  Davis,  Delano,  Dockery, 
Douglass,  Dunlap,  Edwin  II.  Ewing,  Faran,  Foot,  Garvin,  Giddings,  Giles,  G<K)d- 
year,  Grider,  CJrinnell,  Hamlin,  Hampton,  Harper,  Herrick,  Hilliard,  E.  B.  Hohnes, 
Hough,  Samuel  D.  Hubbanl,  Hudson,  Hungerford,  Washington  Himt,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  Daniel  P.  King,  Thomas  B.  King,  Lawrence,  Leib,  Lewis,  Levin,  Maclay, 
McC^rate,  McCiaughey,  McIIenry,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Morse,  Mo.seley,  Owen,  Pollock, 
Rathbun,  Relfe,  John  A.  Rm^kwell,  Root,  Sa>*i:elle,  Scammon,  Seaman,  Severance, 
Truman  Smith,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Stanton,  Strohm,  Strong,  Sykes, 
Thomasson,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Thurman,  Tilden,  Trumbo,  Vance,  Vinton,  Went- 
worth, Wick,  Wilmot,  Wood,  Young,  and  Y'ost — 85. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Stephen  Adams,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Bayly,  Bowliu,  Boyd,  Brock- 
enbrough,  Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Reuben  Chapman,  Chase,  Chii)man, 
Clarke,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collin,  Constable,  Cullom,  Daniel,  Dargan,  Dillingham,  Dol> 
bin,  Dromgoole,  Erdman,  Graham,  Grover,  Harmanson,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  George  S. 
Houston,  E.  W.  Hubard,  James  B.  Hunt,  Hunter,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Preston  King,  Leake,  La  Sere,  Ligon, 
Lumpkin,  Mclean,  McClelland,  McClernand,  James  McDowell,  McKay,  John  P. 
Martin,  Barkley  Maftin,  Morris,  Moulton,  Norris,  Parrish,  Payne,  Perrill,  Phelps, 
Price,  Reid,  Ritter,  Alexander  D.  Sims,  I,.eonanl  H.  Sims,  Simpson,  Thomas  Smith, 
Robt^rt  Smith,  Stephens,  St.  John,  Thibodeaux,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tibbatts, 
Wheaton,  Woodruff,  Woodward,  Y'anwy,  and  Yell— 76. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  in  the  following  form  (being  the  substitute 
of  Mr.  W.  J.  Hough,  as  amended): 

A  bill  to  eHtabllsh  the  "  SmltluMHiian  Institution."  for  tliu  increase  and  diffuHion  of  knowle<1ge 

nmoiifT  mtMi. 

James  Smithson,  esquire,  of  London,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  having  by 
his  last  will  and  testament  jfiven  the  whole  of  his  pn)i>erty  to  the  United  States  of 
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Amerii?a,  Xo  found  at  Wat«hinj?ton,  lunler  the  nanio  of  tho  Sinithsoniaii  Institution, 
an  CHtablishniont  for  the.  inc•^oa^'e  and  diffur»ion  of  knr)wle<]jjri*  ainnnj^  inon;  and  the 
United  States  liavin^,  by  an  act  of  (V>ngR•^«^?,  receivt^  naid  pmporty  and  aciTepted 
said  trust;  thert^forc,  for  the  faitliful  exetiution  of  said  trust  acconlintr  to  the  will  of 
the  liberal  and  enlightened  donor — 

Be  it  enacted  t)ij  the  Senate  and  House  of  lieprenrntativeif  of  the  I'nited  StateK  of  America 
in  Conc^rena  asaemhled^  That  the  President  and  Vi<v-PreHident  of  the  United  States,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  Si^enjtary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Strn-tary  of  War,  the  Set*re- 
tary  of  the  Navy,  the  l*oHtniaster-(Teneral,  the  Attorney-Genenil,  the  Chief  Justiee, 
aiid  the  Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Ofli<v  of  the  United  States,  and  the  mayor  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  Imld  their  resi)ective 
offices,  and  such  other  i»ersons  as  they  may  elect  honorary  members,  Ik',  and  they  are 
hereby,  constituted  an  "  establishment,'*  by  the  name  of  the  "Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion,** for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowle<lge  among  men;  and  ])y  that  name 
shall  l)e  known  and  liave  i)erpetual  succession,  with  the  powers,  limitations,  and 
restrictions  hereinafter  contained,  and  no  other. 

Sec.  2.  And  Ite  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  projx'rty  of  the  said  Jamee 
Smithson  as  has  been  received  in  money,  and  j)aid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  being  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifteen  thousiind  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  dollars,  be  lent  to  the  United  States  Treasury,  at  six  i)er  cent  ikm*  annum  interest 
from  the  first  ilay  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight,  when  the  same  was  received  into  the  said  Treasury;  and  that  sonmch  of  the 
interest  as  may  have  accnied  on  said  sum  on  the  first  day  of  .July  next,  which  will 
amount  to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  one  hundre<l  and  twenty- 
nine  dollars,  or  so  m»ich  thereof  as  shall  liy  the  Boanl  of  Regents  of  the  Institution 
established  by  this  act  1x3  deeme<l  necessary,  l)e,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated 
for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  and  for  other  current  incidental  ext)enses  of 
said  Institution;  and  that  six  iH?r  c'ent  interest  on  the  said  trust  fimd — it  Iwingthe  said 
amount  of  five  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  one  hundre<l  and  sixtv-nine  dollans 
received  into  the  United  States  Treasury  on  the  first  of  Septeml)er,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty -eight,  payable,  in  half-yearly  payments,  on  the  first  of 
January  and  July  in  each  year  Ix*,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ajipropriatiHl  for  the  per- 
|)etual  maintenance  and  supix)rt  of  said  Institution;  and  all  ex{)endituresand  appro- 
priations to  l>e  made  from  time  to  time,  to  the  purposes  of  the  Institution  aforesdid, 
shall  Ik?  exclusively  from  theai^Tuing  interest,  and  not  from  the  principal  of  the  said 
fund.  And  Ite  it  further  enaeledj  That  all  the  moneys  and  st<K:ks  which  have  Ijeeu,  or 
may  hereafter  be,  received  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  account  of  the 
fund  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson,  be,  and  hereby  are,  pledged  to  refund  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  Uniteil  States  the  sums  hereby  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enavtedy  That  the  business  of  the  said  Institution  shall  be 
conductcKl  at  the  city  of  Washington  by  a  Board  of  Regenti^  by  the  name  of  the 
Regents  of  the  "Smithsonian  Institution,*'  to  be  composed  of  the  Vice-President  of 
theUnite<l  States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  and  the  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Washingttm,  during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  hold  thwr  resjKictive  offices; 
three  mendwrs  of  the  Senate  and  three  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
together  with  six  other  persons,  other  than  members  of  Congress,  two  of  whom  shall 
be  members  of  the  National  Institute  in  the  city  of  Wiishington,  and  n?sident  in  the 
said  city;  and  the  other  four  thereof  shall  l>e  inhabitants  of  States,  and  no  two  of 
them  of  the  same  State.  And  the  Regenta,  to  be  selected  as  aforesaid,  sliall  be 
apiK)inteil  imme<liately  after  the  passage  of  this  act — the  members  of  the  Senate  by 
the  President  thereof,  the  members  of  tlie  House  by  the  Si>eaker  thereof,  and  the  six 
other  i)ersons  by  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  Hoiise  of  Representatives;  and 
the  memlHjrsof  the  House  so  appointt^l  shall  siTve  until  the  fourth  Weilnesday  in 
December,  the  second  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act;  and  then,  and  biennially 


TWENTY-NINTH   CONGRESS,  1845-1847.  425 

thoreafU»r,  on  ovory  alternate  fourth  Wecinesday  of  December,  a  like  uuralx^r  ehallbe 
apix)inted  in  the  name  manner,  to  w^rve  until  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  Deeember,  the 
WHrond  succeeding  their  appcjintment.  And  the  Senators  ho  appointed  shall  serve 
during  the  term  for  which  they  shall  hold,  without  reelection,  their  office  an  Senators. 
And  vacancies,  occasione<l  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  shall  he  filkxl  an 
vacancies  in  committees  are  filltKl;  and  the  other  six  meml^ers  aforesaid  shall  serve, 
tw<j  for  two  years,  two  for  four  years,  and  two  for  six  y(»ars;  the  terms  of  service,  in 
the  lirst  place,  to  be  detennined  by  lot;  but  after  the  first  term,  then  their  regular 
term  of  service  shall  be  six  years;  and  new  delations  thereof  shall  l>e  made  by  joint 
resolution  of  Congress;  and  vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  n^ignation,  or  otherwise?, 
may  l)e  fille<.l  in  like  manner,  by  joint  resolution  of  Congress.  And  the  said  Regents 
shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  first  Monday  of  September  next  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  and  organize  by  the  election  of  one  of  their  numl)er  as  Chancellor, 
who  shall  be  the  presiding  officer  of  said  Board  of  Regents,  by  the  name  of  the  (Chan- 
cellor of  the  "Smithsonian  Institution,*'  and  a  suitable  person  as  Secretary  of  said  Insti- 
tution, who  shall  also  be  the  Secretary  of  said  Board  of  Regent^?;  said  Board  shall  also 
elect  three  of  their  own  body  as  an  Executive  Committee,  and  said  Regents  shall  then 
fix  on  the  time  for  the  regular  meeting  of  8ai<l  Board;  and  on  application  of  any  three 
of  the  Regents  to  the  Secretary  of  the  said  Institution,  it  shall  \)e  his  duty  to  appoint 
a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Regenta,  of  which  he  shall  give  notice  by  letter  to 
each  of  themeud)ers;  and  at  any  meeting  of  said  Board,  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
to  do  business.  And  each  memlx^r  of  said  Board  shall  1x3  paid  his  necessary  travelling 
and  other  actual  expenses  in  attending  meetings  of  the  Board,  which  shall  be  audited 
by  the  Executive  Committ<^^S  and  recorded  by  the  Secretary  of  sai<l  Board;  but  his 
serN'ices  as  Regent  shall  Ix?  gratuitous.  And  whenever  money  is  required  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  or  performance  of  the  contracts  of  the  Institution,  incurred  or 
entered  into  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  for  making  the  purchases 
and  executing  the  objects  authorized  by  this  act,  the  Board  of  Regents  or  the  Exec- 
utive Committee  thereof,  may  certify  to  the  Chancellor  and  Secretary' of  the  Board 
that  such  sum  of  money 'is  required;  whereupon,  they  shall  examine  the  same,  and, 
if  they  shall  api)rove  thereof,  shall  certifj'  the  same  to  the  proper  officer  of  the 
Treasury  for  payment.  And  the  said  Boartl  shall  submit  to  Congress,  at  each  session 
thereof,  a  report  of  the  operations,  expenditures,  and  condition  of  the  Institution. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  niacU'd^  That  after  the  Board  of  Regents  shall  have  met  and 
become  organize<l,  it  shall  be  their  duty  forthwith  to  procc»ed  to  select  a  suitable  site 
for  such  building  as  may  he  necessary  for  the  Institution,  which  ground  may  l)e  taken 
and  appropriated  out  of  that  part  of  the  public  ground  in  the  city  of  Washington 
lying  lx»tween  the  Patent  OiVive  and  Seventh  street:  Prodded,  The  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  SecTetary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Oflice  shall 
consent  to  the  same;  but  if  the  persons  last  mentioned  shall  not  consent,  then  such 
locatitm  may  be  mmle  ui)on  any  other  of  the  public?  grounds  within  the  city  of 
Washington  belonging  to  the  United  States  which  said  Regents  may  select,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  persons  herein  named;  and  the  said  ground  so  selected  shall 
be  st't  out  by  proi>er  metes  and  bounds  and  a  description  of  the  same  shall  be  made 
and  recorded  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purjwse,  and  signetl  by  the  said 
Regents  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  l>e  convened  at  the  time  of  their  said  organization; 
and  such  record  or  a  copy  thereof,  certified  by  the  Chancellor  and  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Regents,  shall  be  received  in  evidemre  in  all  courts  of  the  extent  and  bound- 
aries of  the  lands  appropriated  to  the  said  Institution;  and  upon  the  making  of  such 
record  such  site  and  lands  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  appropriated  by  force  of 
this  act  to  the  said  Institution. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  soon  as  the  Boanl  of  Regents  shall  have 
selected  the  said  site,  they  shall  cause  to  be  erected  a  suitable  building  of  plain  and 
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durable  uiaterialHainl  Htnirture,  without  unneccseary  ornaiiienl  and  of  Huffiricnt  size 
and  with  suitaljU^  nv)iiiH  or  halln  for  the  reception  and  arrangement  nixjn  a  lil)eral  scale 
of  objects  of  natural  hiptory,  including  a  geological  and  mineralogical  (cabinet;  also  a 
chemical  laboratory,  a  library,  a  gallery  of  art,  and  the  nec^essary  hn'ture  rooms; 
and  the  eaid  Board  shall  have  authority  bv  themec^lvet?  or  by  a  committee  of  three 
of  their  mem])ers  to  contratrt  for  the  completion  of  Huch  building,  u\Hm  such  plan  as 
may  be  direcUnl  by  the  B4;)ard  of  Regents,  and  shall  tiike  sufficient  sei;urity  for  the 
building  and  finishing  the  same  ac(rording  to  the  said  plan,  and  in  tlu^  time  stipulated 
in  su<'h  contract;  and  may  so  locate  sai<l  Imilding,  if  they  shall  deem  it  i)roper,  as  in 
appearand  to  form  a  wing  to  the  Patent  Office  building,  an<l  may  so  c«>nnect  the  same 
with  the  present  hall  of  said  Patent  Office  building  containing  the  national  cabinet 
of  curiosities,  as  t4)  (constitute  the  said  hall,  in  whole  «)r  in  part,  the  de|K)Hit  for  the 
cabinet  of  said  Institution,  if  they  dtvm  it  exi^edient  to  «lo  so;  provided  said  building 
shall  Iw  located  upon  said  Patent  Office  lot  in  the  manner  aforesaid:  iVor/VW,  however^ 
That  the  whole  expense  of  building  and  enclosures  aforesaitl  shall  not  exceed  the 

amount  of ;  which  sum  is  hereby  appropriatwi,  payable  out  of  money  in  the 

Treasure'  not  otherwise  appropriattnl,  together  with  such  sum  or  sums  out  of  the 
annual  interest  atrcniing  to  the  Institution  as  may  in  any  year  remain  unexpended 
after  paying  the  current  expenses  of  the  Institution.  And  duplicates  oi  all  such  con- 
tracts as  may  Ixi  made  by  the  said  Board  of  Regents  shall  1^  deiK)8ited  with  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States;  and  all  claims  on  any  cx>ntract  made  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  allowed  and  certified  by  the  B<:)ard  of  Regents,  or  the  Exe<'utiye  Committee 
thereof,  as  the  case  may  Ix?,  and  being  signe<i  by  the  Chancellor  and  Secretary'  of  the 
Board  shall  Ix*  a  sufficient  youcher  for  settlement  and  payment  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.  An<l  the  Boan.1  of  Regents  shall  l)e  authorize<l  to  employ  such  perBons 
as  they  may  dt^m  necessary  to  superintend  the  erwtion  of  the  buildings  and  fitting 
up  the  rooms  of  the  Institution.  And  all  laws  for  the  protection  of  i)ublic  property 
in  the  city  of  Washington  shall  ai)i)ly  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the  protection  of  the 
lands,  buildings,  and  other  proixjrty  of  said  Institution.  And  all  moneys  recovered 
by  or  accruing  to  the  Institution  shall  ])e  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Uniteil  States 
to  the  credit  of  the  Smithwmian  bequest,  and  sejmrately  accounte*!  for,  as  provided 
in  the  act  apj)roved  July  first,  eighteen  himdre<l  and  thirty-six,  accepting  the  bequest. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  euaded,  That,  in  proportion  as  suital>le  arrangements  can 
be  made  for  their  recepticm,  all  objects  of  art  and  of  foreign  and  curious  research, 
and  all  objects  of  natural  histor}',  jtlants,  and  geological  an<l  mineralogical  specimens 
belonging,  or  hereafter  to  belong,  to  the  United  States,  which  may  be  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  whosesoever  cu8to<iy  the  same  may  1>e,  shall  lie  delivereil  to  such 
persons  as  may  l>e  authorizeil  by  the  Board  of  Regents  to  rweive  them,  and  sliall  be 
arranged  in  such  order,  and  so  classeil,  as  best  to  facilitate  the  examination  and 
study  of  them,  in  the  building  so  as  aforesaid  to  l>e  erected  for  the  Institution;  and 
the  Regents  of  said  Institution  shall  afterwards,  as  new  s^iecimens  in  natural  history, 
geology,  or  mineralogy,  may  ])e  obtained  for  the  museum  of  the  institution  by 
exchanges  of  dupliirate  8]>ecimens  belonging  to  the  Institution  (which  they  are 
hereby  authorize*!  to  make),  or  by  donation,  which  they  may  receive,  or  otherwiBe, 
(rause  such  new  specimens  to  lx»  also  ap])roi)riately  classed  and  arrange<l.  And  the 
minerals,  books,  manuscripts,  and  otlier  property  of  James  Smithson,  which  have 
been  rec-eived  by  the  (.fovernmeut  of  the  Uniteil  States,  and  are  now  i)laced  in  the 
De|)artnient  of  State,  shall  be  ntmoved  to  said  Institution,  and  shall  Ix'  preserved 
separate  and  apart  from  the  other  pn>iH^rty  of  the  Institution. 

Sec.  7.  And  W  it  further  nnv-ted.  That  the  Se(*n»tary  of  the  Board  of  Regents  shall 
take  charge  of  th»*  building  and  i)roperty  of  said  Institution,  and  shall,  imder  their 
direction,  nuike  a  fair  and  arrurate  riM'ord  of  all  their  pnK-etxlings,  to  Imj  preserved 
in  said  Institution;  and  the  saiil  Secn»tary  shall  also  discharge*  the  duties  of  librarian 
and  of  keei)er  of  the  museum,  and  may,  witii  the  ronsent  of  the  Board  of  Regents, 
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eiiil)loy  a^i8tiiiit»4;  and  the  naid  olficerfl  shall  rtHreivo  for  their  si»rvi(vs  pucli  sum  as 
iiiay  1k»  allowcHl  by  the  Boani  of  Regent*^,  to  \ye  ])aid  Heinianiiually  on  the  first  day 
of  January  and  July,  and  tlie  said  officiers  shall  \)e  removable  by  the  Board  of 
Regents,  whenever,  in  their  judgment,  tlie  interests  of  the  Institution  retjuire  any 
of  the  naid  officers  to  be  changed. 

Sec".  8.  And  he  it  furtJier  enactedf  That  the  memlx^rs  and  honorary  memln^rs  of  said 
luKtitution  may  hold  such  stated  and  si>ei'ial  meetings,  for  the  suiwrvision  of  the 
affairs  of  said  Institution,  and  the  advice  and  instniotion  of  said  Boanl  of  Ri'gents, 
to  be  called  in  the  manner  proWded  for  in  the  ])y-law8  of  said  Institution,  at  which 
the  President,  and  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  shall 
preside.  And  the  said  Regents  shall  make,  from  the  interest  of  said  fim<i,  an  appro- 
priation not  exceeding  an  average  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  annually,  for  the 
gradual  fonnation  of  a  library,  composed  of  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all  depart^ 
ments  of  human  knowledge. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  cnaciedf  That  of  any  other  moneys  which  have  accrued, 
or  shall  hereafter  accnie,  as  interest  upon  the  said  Smithsonian  fund,  not  herein 
appropriated,  or  not  re<iuired  for  the  j)uri)ose8  herein  provided,  the  said  managers 
.are  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  di8X)osal  as  they  shall  deem  Ijest  suited  for  the 
promotion  of  the  purposes  of  the  testator,  an^-thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sbc.  10.  And  be  it  further  entuied,  That  tlie  author  or  proprietor  of  any  book,  map, 
chart,  musical  composition,  print,  cut,  or  engraving,  for  which  a  copyright  shall  lie 
secured  under  the  existing  acts  of  Congress,  or  those  which  shall  hereafter  be  enacted 
respecting  copyrights,  shall,  within  three  months  from  the  publication  of  said  book, 
map,  ch4rt,  musical  composition,  print,  cut,  or  engraving,  deliver,  or  cause  to  be 
delivered,  one  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Librarian  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and 
one  copy  to  the  Librarian  of  Congress  Library,  for  the  use  of  the  said  libraries. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted j  That  there  is  reserved  in  Congress  the  right  of 
altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing  any  of  the  pro\dsions  of  this  act:  Pro- 
videdy  That  no  c:ontrat^t,  or  individual  right,  made  or  acquired  under  such  provisions, 
shall  be  thereliy  divested  or  impaired. 

Mr.  R.  D.  OwKN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ([uestion  was 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and  the  bill  tinall}'^ 
passed. 

Mprif  30,  1846— Senate. 

Message  from  the  House  that  })ill  H.  5  had  passed.  The  bill,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Dixon  H.  Lewis,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
three  members  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Senate.  Mr.  John  A. 
Dix,  Mr.  Thomas  Corwin,  and  Mr.  D.  H.  Lewis  were  appointed. 

May  21,  1846— Senate. 

Mr.  John  A.  Dix  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Madison 
County,  New  York,  pi-aying  the  adoption  of  a  plan  for  the  estiiblish- 
ment  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  which  was  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  the  subject. 

June  1,  1846 — Senate. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Dix,  from  the  selei't  committee,  reix>rted  H.  5,  with 
amendments. 
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June  24,  1846— Senate. 

Mr.  D.  S.  Dickinson  presented  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of 
a  convention  of  county  superintendents  of  common  schools,  held  at 
Albany,  New  York. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

At  a  convention  of  county  superintendents  of  common  scliools  and  friendn  of  educa- 
tion generally,  held  at  the  city  of  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  12th, 
13tli,  I4th,  and  15th  days  of  May  last,  the  following  resolutions  offertnl  l>y  the  Hon. 
Jabez  D.  Hammond,  of  the  county  of  Otsego,  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  while  this  convention  are  impressed  with  j^rofouud  respect  and 
veneration  for  the  memory  of  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  England,  and  gratitude 
for  his  munificent  legacy  to  the  United  States,  made  with  a  view  to  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  they  can  not  suppress  their  deep  mortification 
and  painful  regret  that  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  these  United  States 
should  have  suffered  a  fund  created  for  such  noble  and  exalted  purposes  to  remain 
so  long  imemploye^l,  and  they  do  respectfully,  but  most  earnestly,  re(H>mmend  to  the 
present  Congress  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  carry  into  immeiliate  effect  the 
benevolent  intentions  of  the  philanthropic  and  liberal  donor. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  signed  by  the  president  and  secretaries,  be 

forwarde<l  to  each  of  the  Senators  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the  State 

of  New  York. 

Samuel  S.  Randall,  l^esidniL 

Edward  Cooper, 

W.  Putnam, 

Secretar'u^s. 

August  7,  1846— Senate. 

H.  5  was  passed  over  in  consequence  of  want  of  time  for  consid- 
eration. 

August  10,  1846Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  6)  to  establish  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffasion  of  knowledge 
among  men,  together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto;  and  the 
reported  amendments  having  been  disagreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading.  The  said  bill  was  read  a 
third  time. 

On  the  question,  ''Shall  this  bill  pass?"  It  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas,  26;  nays,  13. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  William  Allen,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired 
by  one-lifth  of  the  Senators  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer  Atchison,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Cameron,  Cilley,  Thomas 
Clayton,  John  M.  Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis,  Evans,  Greene,  Houston,  Huntington, 
Jamagin,  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Lewis,  Mangum,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Phelps,  Si)eight,  Sturgeon,  Upham,  Weljster. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were: 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atherton,  Bagby,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Dickinaon, 
Fairfield,  McDuffie,  Sample,  Tumey,  Westcott,  Yulee. 


TWENTY-NINTH   CONGEE89,   1846-1&47.  429 

m 

The  bill  was  accordingly  passed. 

Ordei^ed^  That  the  Secretar}'^  notify  the  House  of  Representatives 
a<;cordingly. 

Mr.  George  Evans  (by  unanimous  consent)  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  resolution,  S.  37,  appointing  regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.     Considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.     Passed. 

Mr.  George  Evans  submitted  resolution: 

Resolved  (the  llmme  of  Representfitives  concurring) ,  That  the  Bixteenth  joint  nile  of 
the  two  I  louses  be  suspended,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  a  resohition  (R.  37)  appointing 
regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Considered,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to. 

August  10,  1846. 

An  a(!t  to  establish  the  "Smithsonian  Institution,'*  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 

knowledge  among  men. 

[iVH  Anally  ndopto<l  and  madt*  a  law.] 

James  Smithson,  esquire,  of  Ijondon,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  having  by  his  last  will  and  testament  given  the  whole  of  his 
property  to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  found  at  Washington, 
under  the  name  of  the  ''Smithsonian  Institution,"  an  establishment  for 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men;  and  the  United 
States  having,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  received  .said  property  and 
accepted  said  trust;  Therefore,  for  the  faithful  execution  of  said 
trust,  according  to  the  will  of  the  liberal  and  enlightened  donor — 

Be  it  enacted  hy  tlie  Senate  ami  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  TJniied 
States  of  America  in  Congrejis  aHHcmhled^  That  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasur}'^,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
the  Postmaster-General,  the  Attorney-General,  the  Chief  Justice,  and 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Patent  OflSce  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  during  the  time  for  which  they 
shall  hold  their  respective  offices,  and  such  other  persons  as  they  may 
elect  honorary  members,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  constituted,  an 
"establishment,''  bv  the  name  of  the  "Smithsonian  Institution,"  for 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men;  and  by  that  name 
shall  l>e  known  and  have  pei^petual  succession,  with  the  powers,  lim- 
itations, and  restrictions,  hereinafter  contained,  and  no  other. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  so  much  of  the  property  of 
the  said  James  Smithson  as  has  been  received  in  monej^  and  paid  into 
the  treasuiy  of  the  United  States,  being  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars,  be  lent  to  the 
United  States  treasury  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum  interest,  from  the 
first  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  himdred  and 
thirty -eight,  when  the  same  was  receiv(*d  into  the  said  treiusury;  and 
that  so  nuich  of  the  interest  as  mav  have  ac^-nied  on  said  sum  on  the 

• 

first  (lav  of  July  next,  which  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
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and  forty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars,  or  ho 
much  thereof  as  shall  by  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Institution 
established  by  this  act  be  deemed  nccessaiy,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  and  for 
other  current  incidental  expenses  of  said  Institution;  and  that  six  per 
cent,  interest  on  the  said  trust  fund,  it  being  the  said  amount  of  five 
hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars, 
received  into  the  United  States  treasury  on  the  first  of  September, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -eight,  payable,  in  half-3'early 
payments,  on  the  first  of  January  and  July  in  each  j^ear,  te,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  perpetual  maintenance  and  sup- 
port of  said  Institution;  and  all  expenditures  and  appropriations  to 
be  made  from  time  to  time,  to  the  purposes  of  the  Institution  afore- 
said, shall  }>e  exclusively  from  the  accniing  interest,  and  not  from  the 
principal  of  the  said  fund.  A)id  he  it  further  enaettd,,  That  all  the 
moneys  and  stoi*ks  which  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  received  into 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  fund  bequeathed 
by  James  Smithson,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  pledged  to  refund  to 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  the  sums  hereby  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  ht  it  furthirr  enacted^  That  the  haziness  of  the  said 
Institution  shall  be -conducted  at  the  Ciity  of  Washington  by  a  board 
of  regents,  by  the  name  of  the  Regents  of  the  '^Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion," to  be  composed  of  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Chief  Jastice  of  the  United  States,  and  the  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  hold  their  respec- 
tive oflices;  three  members  of  the  Senate,  and  three  membera  of  the 
House  of  Representatives;  together  with  six  other  persons,  other  than 
mem])ers  of  Congress,  two  of  whom  shall  be  members  of  the  National 
Institute  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  resident  in  the  said  city;  and 
the  other  four  thereof  shall  be  inhabitants  of  States,  and  no  two  of 
them  of  the  same  State.  And  the  regents  to  be  selected  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  appointed  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act- — the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  by  the  president  thereof,  the  members  of  the  House 
by  the  speaker  thereof,  and  the  six  other  persons  by  joint  resolution 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives;  and  the  members  of  the 
House,  so  appointed,  shall  serve  until  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  Decem- 
ber, the  second  next  aft^^r  the  passage  of  this  act;  and  then,  and  bien- 
nially thereafter,  on  every  alternate  fourth  Wednesday  of  December, 
a  like  numl)er  shall  l)e  appointed  in  the  same  manner,  to  serve  until  the 
fourth  Wednesday  in  l)eceml)er,  the  secx)nd  suc<;eeding  their  appoint- 
ment. And  the  senators  so  appointed  shall  serve  during  the  term  for 
which  they  shall  hold,  without  reelection,  their  office  as  senators. 
And  vacancies  occasioned  l)y  death,  n^signation,  or  otherwise,  shall  be 
filled  as  vacancies  in  conimittc^es  are  filled;  and  the  other  six  members 
aforesaid  shall  serve,  two  for  two  years,  two  for  four  years,  and  two  for 
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six  years;  the  terms  of  senice,  in  the  first  place,  to  be  determined  by 
lot;  but,  after  the  firet  term,  then  their  regular  term  of  service  shall 
be  six  years;  and  new  elections  thereof  shall  be  uiade  by  joint  resolu- 
tion of  Congress;  and  vacancies  occ^asioned  by  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise,  may  be  filled  in  like  manner,  by  joint  resolution  of  Con- 
gress. And  the  said  regents  shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  September  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and 
organize  by  the  election  of  one  of  their  number  as  chancellor,  who 
shall  be  the  presiding  oflScer  of  said  lx)ard  of  regents,  by  the  name 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  "Smithsonian  Institution,'' and  a  suitable 
person  as  secretary  of  said  institution,  who  shall  also  })e  the  secretary 
of  said  board  of  regents;  said  board  shall  also  elect  three  of  their 
own  body  as  an  executive  committee,  and  said  regents  shall  then  lix 
on  the  time  for  the  regular  meetings  of  said  board;  and,  on  applica- 
tion of  any  three  of  the  regents  to  the  secretary  of  the  said  Institution, 
it  shall  be  his  duty  to  appoint  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of 
regents,  of  which  he  shall  give  notice,  by  letter,  to  each  of  the  mem- 
bers; and,  at  an}^  meeting  of  said  lx)ard,  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
to  do  business.  And  each  member  of  said  board  shall  be  paid  his 
necessary  traveling  and  other  actual  expenses,  in  attending  meetings 
of  the  board,  which  shall  be  audited  by  the  executive  committee,  and 
recorded  by  the  secretary'  of  said  board;  but  his  services  as  regent 
shall  be  gratuitous.  And  whenever  money  is  required  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  or  performance  of  the  contracts  of  the  institution, 
incurred  or  entered  into  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
or  for  making  the  purchases  and  executing  the  objects  authorized  by 
this  act,  the  board  of  regents,  or  the  executive  committee  thereof, 
may  certify  to  the  chancellor  and  secretary  of  the  board  that  such 
sum  of  money  is  required,  whereupon  they  shall  examine  the  same, 
and,  if  they  shall  approve  thereof,  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  proper 
oflScer  of  the  treasury  for  payment.  And  the  said  board  shall  sub- 
mit to  Congress,  at  each  session  thereof,  a  report  of  the  operations, 
expenditures,  and  condition,  of  the  institution. 

Skc.  4.  A7idhe  it  furthey*  enacted^  That,  after  the  board  of  regents 
shall  have  met  and  become  organized,  it  shall  be  their  duty  forthwith 
to  proceed  to  select  a  suitable  site  for  such  building  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  institution,  which  ground  may  be  taken  and  appropriated 
out  of  that  part  of  the  public  ground  in  the  city  of  Washington  lying 
between  the  patent  office  and  Seventh  Street:  Pr&vidi'd^  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office,  shall  consent  to  the  same;  but,  if 
the  persons  last  named  shall  not  consent,  then  such  loiration  mav  })e 
made  upon  any  other  of  the  public  grounds  within  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, l>elonging  to  the  United  States,  which  sjiid  regent^  may  select. 
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by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  persons  herein  named;  and  the  said 
ground,  so  selected,  shall  be  set  out  by  proper  metes  and  })ounds,  and  a 
description  of  the  same  shall  be  made,  and  recorded  in  a  book  to  be 
proWded  for  that  purpose,  and  signed  by  the  said  regents,  or  so  many 
of  them  as  ma}'  be  convened  at  the  time  of  their  said  orgjinization; 
and  such  record,  or  a  copy  thereof,  certified  by  the  chancellor  and 
secretar}'^  of  the  board  of  regents,  shall  be  received  in  evidence,  In 
all  courts,  of  the  extent  and  boundaries  of  the  lands  appropriated  to 
the  said  institution;  and,  upon-the  making  of  such  record,  such  site  and 
lands  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  appropriated,  by  force  of  this 
act,  to  the  said  institution. 

Sec.  5.  Afid  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  so  soon  as  the  board  of 
regents  shall  have  selected  the  said  site,  they  shall  cause  to  be  erected 
a  suitable  building,  of  plain  and  durable  materials  and  structure,  with- 
out unnecessary  ornament,  and  of  sufficient  size,  and  with  suitable 
rooms  or  halls,  for  the  reception  and  arrangement,  upon  a  libeml 
scale,  of  objects  of  natural  history,  including  a  geological  and  miner- 
alogical  cabinet;  also  a  chemicul  laboratory,  a  library,  a  gallery  of  art, 
and  the  necessary  lecture  rooms;  and  the  said  lx>ard  shall  have  author- 
ity, by  themselves,  or  by  a  committee  of  three  of  their  members,  to 
contract  for  the  completion  of  such  building,  upon  such  plan  as  may 
be  directed  by  the  board  of  regents,  and  shall  take  sufficient  security 
for  the  building  and  finishing  the  same  according  to  the  said  plan,  and 
in  the  time  stipulated  in  such  contract;  and  may  so  locate  said  build- 
ing, if  they  shall  deem  it  proper,  as  in  appearance  to  form  a  wing  to 
the  patent  office  building,  and  may  so  connect  the  same  with  the 
present  hall  of  said  patent  office  building,  containing  the  national 
cabinet  of  curiosities,  as  to  constitute  the  said  hall,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  the  deposit  for  the  cabinet  of  said  institution,  if  they  deem  it 
expedient  to  do  so:  provided,  said  building  shall  })e  located  upon  said 
patent  office  lot,  in  the  manner  aforesaid:  Pi'omded^  however.  That 
the  whole  expense  of  the  building  and  enclosures  aforesaid  shall  not 
exceed  the  amount  of ,  which  sum  is  hereby  appropriated,  pay- 
able out  of  money  in  the  trea^suiy  not  othei'wise  appropriated, 
together  with  such  sum  or  sums  out  of  the  annual  interest  accruing  to 
the  institution,  as  may,  in  any  year,  remain  unexpended,  after  paying 
the  current  expenses  of  the  institution.  And  duplicates  of  all  such 
contracts  as  mav  be  made  bv  the  said  board  of  reiirents  shall  be 
deposited  with  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States;  and  all  claims  on 
any  contract  made  as  aforesaid  shall  be  allowed  and  certified  by  the 
board  of  regents,  or  the  executive  committee  thereof,  as  the  case  may 
be,  and,  being  signed  by  the  chancellor  and  secn^tjiry  of  the  boaixi, 
shall  be  a  sufficient  vouchcM'  for  settlement  and  payment  at  the  treas- 
ury of  the  United  States.  And  the  l)oard  of  regents  shall  be  author- 
ized to  employ  such  persons  jis  tln'V  may  d(Mnn  necessaiy  to  superintend 
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the  erection  of  the  building  and  fitting  up  the  rooms  of  the  institu- 
tion. And  all  laws  for  the  protection  of  public  property  in  the  city 
of  Washington  shall  apply  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the  protection  of 
the  lands,  buildings,  and  other  property,  of  said  institution.  And  all 
moneys  recovered  by,  or  accruing  to,  the  institution,  shall  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  credit  of  the  Smithsonian 
bequest,  and  separately  accounted  for,  as  provided  in  the  act  approved 
July  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  accepting  said  bequest. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That,  in  proportion  as  suitable 
arrangements  can  be  made  for  their  reception,  all  objects  of  art  and  of 
foreign  and  curious  research,  and  all  objects  of  natural  history,  plants, 
and  geological  and  mineralogical  specimens,  belonging,  or  hereafter  to 
belong,  to  the  United  States,  which  may  be  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
in  whosesoever  custody  the  same  may  be,  shall  be  delivered  to  such 
peraons  as  may  be  authorized  by  the  board  of  regents  to  receive 
them,  and  shall  be  arranged  in  such  order,  and  so  classed,  as  best  [to] 
facilitate  the  examination  and  study  of  them,  in  the  building  so  as 
aforesaid  to  be  erected  for  the  institution;  and  the  regents  of  said 
institution  shall  afterwards,  as  new  specimens  in  natural  history, 
geology,  or  mineralogy,  may  be  obtained  for  the  museum  of  the 
institution  by  exchanges  of  duplicate  specimens  belonging  to  the 
institution  (which  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  make,)  or  by  dona- 
tion, which  they  may  receive,  or  otherwise,  cause  such  new  specimens 
to  be  also  appropriately  classed  and  arranged.  An^  the  minerals, 
books,  manuscripts,  and  other  property,  of  James  Smithson,  which 
have  been  received  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  are 
now  placed  in  the  department  of  state,  shall  be  removed  to  said  insti- 
tution, and  shall  be  preserv^ed  separate  and  apart  from  other  property 
of  the  institution. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  secretary  of  the  board 
of  regents  shall  take  charge  of  the  building  and  property  of  said 
institution,  and  shall,  under  their  direction,  make  a  fair  and  accurate 
record  of  all  their  proceedings,  to  be  preserved  in  said  institution; 
and  the  said  secretary  shall  also  discharge  the  duties  of  lil)rarian  and 
of  keeper  of  the  museum,  and  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  board  of 
regents,  employ  assistants;  and  the  said  oflicers  shall  receive  for  their 
services  such  sums  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  board  of  regents,  to  be 
paid  semi-annually  on  the  first  day  of  January  and  July;  and  the  said 
officers  shall  be  removable  by  the  board  of  regents,  whenever,  in 
their  judgment,  the  interests  of  the  institution  require  any  of  the 
said  officers  to  be  changed. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  members  and  honorary 
members  of  said  institution  may  hold  such  stated  and  special  meet- 
ings, for  the  supervision  of  the  affairs  of  said  institution  and  the 
advice  and  instruction  of  said  board  of  regents,  to  be  called  in  the 
H.  Doc.  732 28 
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manner  provided  for  in  the  by-laws  of  said  institution,  at  which 
the  President,  and  in  his  absence  the  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States  shall  preside.  And  the  said  regents  shall  make,  from  the 
interest  of  said  fund,  an  appropriation,  not  exceeding  an  average  of 
twenty -five  thousand  dollars  annually,  for  the  gradual  formation  of  a 
library  composed  of  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all  departments  of 
human  knowledge. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  of  any  other  moneys  which 
have  accrued,  or  shall  hereafter  accrue,  as  interest  upon  the  said 
Smithsonian  fund,  not  herein  appropriated,  or  not  required  for  the 
purposes  herein  provided,  the  said  managers  are  hereby  authorized  to 
make  such  disposal  as  they  shall  deem  best  suited  for  the  promotion 
of  the  purpose  of  the  testator,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Sec.  10.  Andhe  it  further  enoAited^  That  the  author  or  proprietor  of 

any  book,  map,  chart,  musical  composition,  print,  cut,  or  engraving, 

for  which  a  copyright  shall  be  secured  under  the  existing  acts  of  Con- 

1  gress,  or  those  which  shall  hereafter  be  enacted  respecting  copy- 

'  rights,  shall,  within  three  months  from  the  publication  of  said  book, 

■  map,  chart,  musical  composition,  print,  cut,  or  engraving,  deliver,  or 
;  cause  to  be  delivered,  one  copy  of  the  same  to  the  librarian  of  the 

■  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  one  copy  to  the   librarian  of  Congress 
1  Library,  for  the  use  of  the  said  libraries. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  there  is  reserved  to  Con- 
gress the  right  of  altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing,  any  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act:  Pravided^  That  no  contract,  or  individual 
right,  made  or  acquired  under  such  provisions,  shall  be  thereby 
divested  or  impaired. 

(Stat,  IX,  102.) 

INTERNATIONAL  EXCHANGES. 
March  4,  1846. 

Besolved^  ete.^  That  the  librarian  of  Congress  be,  and  he  hereby  ig, 
authorized  and  directed  to'^procure  a  complete  series  of  reports  of  ail 
the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
Circuit  and  District  Courts  thereof,  which  have  been  heretofore  pub- 
lished; as  also  a  complete  copy  of  the  pu})lic  Statutes  at  Large  of  the 
United  States,  now  being  edited  by  Richard  Peters,  esq.,  by  authority 
of  Congress,  the  whole  to  be  uniformly  bound  and  lettered;  and  to 
cause  the  same,  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  justice  of  said 
Supreme  Court,  to  be  transmitted  and  presented  to  the  minister  of 
justice  of  France,  in  return  and  exchange  for  works  of  French  law 
heretofore  presented  by  the  minister  to  the  Supreme  Court  aforesaid* 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  furtJver  resolvt^d^  That,  for  the  purpose  af oresaid^ 
there  be  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 

(Stat,  IX,  109.) 
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EXPLORING    EXPEDITION. 
July  15,  1846. 

Besolved^  etc, ,  That  of  the  thirty-seven  copies  of  the  narrative  and 
scientific  works  of  the  exploring  expedition,  deposited,  and  to  be 
deposited,  in  the  library  of  Congress,  one  copy  shall  be  presented  to 
the  State  of  Florida;  and  whenever  any  new  State  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  one  copy  of  said  works  shall  be  presented  to  such  State. 

(Stat.,  IX,  111.) 

/iugust  10,  1846. 

('ivil  and  diplomatic  act  for  1847. 

For  continuing  the  publication  of  the  works  of  the  exploring  expe- 
dition, including  the  printing  of  charts,  the  pay  of  the  scientific  corps, 
and  the  salary  of  the  horticulturist,  $30,000. 

(Stat.,  IX,  k.) 

March  3,  1847. 

(■ivil  and  diplomatic  act  for  1848. 

For  continuing  the  publication  of  the  works  of  the  exploring  expe- 
dition, including  the  printing  of  the  charts,  the  pay  of  the  scientific 
corps,  salar}'  of  the  horticulturist,  and  care  of  the  collections,  $15,000. 

(Stat.,  IX,  104.) 

CATLIN  INDIAN   GAIJL.ERY. 
Ju/y  24,  1846— House. 

Mr.  W.  W.  C'ampbell,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library, 
to  which  w^as  referred  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Catlin  for  the  purchase  of 
his  gallery  of  Indian  collections  of  paintings,  made  a  report  thereon, 
and  recommended  an  amendment  to  the  bill  of  the  Hodee  ''To  estab- 
lish the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men/'  providing  for  the  purchase  of  said  gallery 
of  Indian  collections  of  paintings,  which  report  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 
February  27,  1847—Senate. 

Mr.  »F.  M.  Clayton  moved  an  amendment  to  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill  appropriating  a  sum  ($5,000)  to  be  paid 
annually  for  the  purchase  of  Catlin's  gallery  of  Indian  portraits,  etc. 

Mr.  Clayton  stated  that  this  was  probably  the  last  opportunity  which 
would  l)e  offered  for  obtaining  this  galler}'  of  paintings  perpetuating 
the  lineaments  of  these  aborigines.  He  would  not  now  go  into  the 
merits  of  these  jmintings.  They  had  been  seen  by  all  the  Senators. 
At  the  last  session  memorials  had  been  presented  from  the  principal 
artists  praying  that  they  might  be  purchased  by  the  Government, 
and  this  was  the  last  opportunity.  They  were  about  six  hundred 
in  num])er  and  were  now  at  the  Louvre,  in  Paris,  where  they  met  with 
unqualified  approbation.  It  was  provided  by  his  amendment  that  they 
were  not  to  be  purchased  unless  the  Smithsonian  Institution  would  find 
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a  place  for  them  in  their  gallery,  which  he  understood  would  probably 
be  done.  They  might,  perhaps,  be  purchased  for  about  $50,000,  of 
which  it  was  proposed  to  pay  $6,000  annually. 

Mr.  Sidney  Breese  said  he  was  not  aware  of  any  arrangement  which 
had  been  suggested  in  the  Institute  for  these  paintings,  and  600  of 
them  would  till  the  entire  gallery  intended  for  fine  art^.  These  pictures 
are  not  of  themselves  of  such  excellence  as  would  probably  be  selected 
for  the  gallery  of  the  arts. 

Mr.  James  D.  Westcott  was  opposed  to  purchasing  the  portraits 
of  savages.  What  great  moral  lesson  are  they  intended  to  inculcate? 
He  would  rather  see  the  portraits  of  the  numerous  citizens  who  have 
been  murdered  by  these  Indians.  He  would  not  vote  a  cent  for  a  por- 
trait of  an  Indian. 

Mr.  Clayton  added  that  this  collection  had  cost  Mr.  Catlin  not  leas 
than  $10,000.  Propositions  had  been  made  for  their  purchase  in 
Europe  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  these  Indians,  but  we 
are  more  bound  to  preserve  them  than  foreigners  were.  As  to  the 
Institute,  this  appropriation  was  to  depend  on  their  decision.  If  they 
could  not  provide  a  place  for  them  the  paintings  would  not  be  pur- 
chased. 

The  motion  was  then  decided  in  the  negative. 

APPOINTMENT   OF   REGENTS. 

By  Vice- Prendent. 
August  10,  184eSenate. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  George   M.  Dallas)  appointed  Greorge 
Evans,  Sidney  Breese,  and  Isaac  S.  Pennybacker  as  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  10, 
1846,  establishing  the  Institution. 
January  16,  1847 — Senate. 

Mr.  Sidney  Breese  rose  and  stated  that  there  was  a  vacancy  in  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  occasioned  b}''  the 
death  of  Senator  Pennybacker,  and  that  it  was  important  that  the  same 
be  filled,  inasmuch  as  there  was  to  be  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Regents 
on  the  20th  of  this  month,  at  which  important  business  would  be" 
brought  forward. 

Mr.  Breese  referred  to  the  law  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  making 
appointments  to  fill  vacancies  occurring  in  the  said  l>oard,  which 
directs  that  such  vacancies  shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner  as  vacan- 
cies occurring  in  standing  committees  of  the  Senate.  These  were  filled 
either  by  election  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  or  })y  the  appointment  of 
the  presiding  ofl5(*er.  He  moved  that  the  Vice-President  be  authorized 
to  appoint  a  person  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
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Mr.  John  J.  Crittenden  remarked  that  he  was  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  appointments  which  had  been  made,  although  they  were  made 
after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  and  consequently  he  had  no  par- 
ticipation in  making  them.  But  as  a  vacancy  now  occurred  during  a 
session  of  Congress,  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  that  the  Senate 
should  exercise  its  right  to  select  a  person  to  fill  that  vacancy.  He 
was  the  more  desirous  that  this  should  be  done  inasmuch  as  he  had  in 
his  mind  a  gentleman  who  had  lately  distinguished  himself  in  writing 
upon  this  subject,  and  who,  he  believed,  would  be  the  proper  person 
to  be  selected. 

Mr.  George  Evans  reminded  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  that  the 
person  to  be  appointed  must  be  a  member  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Crittenden.  Oh!  That  being  the  case,  Mr.  President,  1  offer 
no  further  objection  to  the  motion.  The  person  I  wished  to  see 
appointed  is  Dr.  Bird. 

Mr.  James  D.  Westcott  said  when  the  Smithsonian  bill  was  before 
Congress  at  the  last  session  he  was  opposed  to  it,  and  he  believed  he 
voted  against  it  throughout  when  present  in  the  Senate,  while  it  was 
under  consideration.  He  had  many  objections  to  the  bill.  An  insu- 
perable one  was,  that  he  objected  to  those  provisions  by  which  Senators 
and  Representatives  were  to  be  appointed  ''regents,"  an  oflBce  created 
by  the  law  passed  by  themselves.  He  had  no  idea  that  it  was  consti- 
tutional or  in  any  wise  proper  for  members  of  Congress  to  make 
offices  for  themselves  of  this  character.  The  office  of  regent  was  a 
civil  office,  and  the  Constitution  prohibited  members  of  Congress 
from  being  appointed  to  any  office  created  ''during  the  term  for  which 
they  were  elected."  It  was  an  office  of  trust  and  honor,  and,  in  some 
respects,  of  emolument.  With  this  belief,  he  should  not  vote  upon 
this  motion^  to  which  he  had  no  other  objection.  If  he  voted  against 
it,  his  vote  would  be  subject  to  misconstruction.  He  knew  a  majority 
of  the  Senate  differed  with  him  on  the  constitutional  question  he  had 
adverted  to,  but  on  such  a  question  he  must  obey  the  dictates  of  his 
own  conscience. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Breese  was  then  agreed  to. 

January  18,  1847 — Senate. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  Dallas)  announced  that  he  had  appointed 
Lewis  Cass  to  be  a  regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  the  place 
of  Isaac  S.  Pennybacker,  deceased. 
February  22,  1847— Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sidney  Breese,  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  Dallas) 
was  authorized  to  fill  the  vac4incy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian  Institution  caused  by  the  resignation  of  George  Evans. 

James  A.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  w&s  appointed. 
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APPOINTMENT   OF   REGENTS 

By  Speaker. 

August  10,  1846— House. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  informing  the  House 
that  he  had  approved  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  esUiblishment  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  John  W.  Davis)  said  that  by  one  provision  of 
the  bill  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  appoint  three  regents, 
and  he  announced  that  he  had  ac*cordingly  appointed: 

Robert  Dale  Owen,  of  Indiana;  William  J.  Hough,  of  New  York; 
Henry  W.  Hilliard,  of  Alabama. 

appointment   of   REGENTS 

By  Joint  Resolution* 

August  10,  1846. 

Resolved^  etc.^  That  Rufus  Choate,  of  Massachusetts,  Gideon  Hawley, 
of  New  York,  Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania,  William  C.  Preston,  of 
South  Carolina,  and  Alexander  Dallas  Bache  and  Joseph  G.  Totten, 
residents  of  the  city  of  Washington,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
appointed  regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  act  establishing  said  institution. 

(Stat,  IX,  115.) 

PURCHASE   OF  CITY   HALL   FOR  THE   SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION. 
February  15,  1847 — Senate. 

Mr.  George  Evans  presented  bill: 

Be  it  erwjcUd,  etc.,  That  the  regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  he,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  to  purchase  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Wa.shington,  all  the 
right,  title,  and  interest  of  the  said  corporation  in  and  to  the  City  Hall  of  the  said 
city;  subject,  however,  to  the  conditions  and  provisions  hereinafter  8j)ecified:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  corporation  shall,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  March  next,  enter  into 
bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  Attorney-iTeneral  of  the  United 
States,  that  they  will  erect  on  the  Market  Spa€e,  between  Seventh  and  Ninth  streets 
west,  and  between  Pennsylvania  avenue  and  B  street  north,  a  suitable  and  commo- 
dious building,  in  which  there  shall  be  included  such  apartment^^  as  may  be  necee- 
sary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  use  of  the  grand  and  petit  jurors 
of  the  said  county,  for  the  offices  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  and  the  marshal  of 
said  District,  and  for  the  preservation  and  security  of  the  books,  papers,  and  records 
of  the  said  court;  and  that  they  will  comj)lete  the  said  building,  or  so  much  of  the 
same  as  may  contain  the  apartments  and  accommodations  aforesaid,  and  shall  pre- 
pare the  same  for  the  said  courts  and  offices,  on  or  l>efore  the  tenth  day  of  March, 
1848.  And  upon  such  purchase  being  comi)leted,  the  said  corporation  shall  release 
and  forever  quitclaim  unto  the  said  Smithsonian  Institution  all  the  right  and  title  of 
the  said  corporation  unto  the  said  city  hall,  and  unto  the  j>o8session  and  occupation 
of  the  lot  or  sijuare  on  which  the  same  now  stands. 
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8e('.  2.  Ami  fte  U  further  enacted ^  That  ho  Hoori  aa  the  said  bond  and  relea«.»  shall  be 
execute<l  by  the  said  corjx)ration,  and  sufficient  evidence  thereof  Ixj  laid  l)efore  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  President  l)e,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
grant  unto  the  said  corporation  the  right  to  occupy  and  improve,  for  public  purposes, 
all  or  any  jwrtion  of  that  lot  or  s(iuare  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Washington,  includ- 
ing the  Market  sjmce,  lying  between  Seventh  and  Ninth  streets  west,  and  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  south  line  of  Pennsylvania  avenue,  and  on  the  south  by  the 
north  line  of  B  street  north.  And  then,  and  in  that  case,  there  shall  also  be  paid  to 
the  corporation,  towards  the  erection  of  the  building,  an  provided  in  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  the  sum  of  $35,000,  which  sum  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriate^!;  and  the  said  sum  of  $35,000  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  in  full  of  the  apartments  and  accommwiatious  specified  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act;  and  the  said  apartments  and  accommodations  shall  forever  remain 
subject  to  the  occupation  of- the  courts  and  their  offices  aforesaid. 

Skc.  3.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted  y  That  in  case  of  the  execution,  by  the  said  corpo- 
ration, of  the  bond  and  release  aforesaid,  the  regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized,  by  resolution  of  the  board  of  regents,  to  retro- 
cede  to  the  Unitt»d  States  that  certain  building  site  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  in 
the  public  reservation  commonly  called  the  Mall,  which,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  organizing  said  Institution,  approved  August  tenth,  1846,  has  l)ecome  the 
property  of  the  said  Institution;  an<l  upon  proper  evidence  l)eing  adduce<l,  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  President  of  the  Unite<l  States,  of  sai<l  retrocession,  the  President  shall 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  convey  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  by  metes 
and  bounds,  my  nmch  of  that  public  reservation  in  the  city  of  Washington,  commonly 
called  the  Judiciary  square,  as  lies  south  of  the  extension  of  the  south  line  of  E  street 
north,  being  the  same  lot  or  square  on  which  the  city  hall  now  stands;  and  the  said 
conveyance  by  the  President  shall  l)e  receiveil  in  evidence  in  all  courts  of  the  extent 
and  boundaries  of  the  lot  or  square  of  land  which,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  may  become 
the  property  of  the  said  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Sec.  a.  And  be  it  further  enacted y  That  the  i^mmissioner  of  public  buildings  in  the 
city  of  Washington  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  provide  tempo- 
rary accommodations  in  some  suitable  building  for  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  county  of  Washingt<^)n,  and  for  its  offices  and  records,  until  the  tenth 
day  of  March,  1848.  And  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  said  accommodations,  the 
smn  of  $1,000,  or  so  much  of  the  same  as  may  be  required  for  that  object,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Referred  to  the  Coiimiittee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

REPORT  OF  THE   SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 
March  2, 1847— Senate. 

Mr.  Sidney  Breese  presented  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  made  agreeably  to  law,  showing  the 
operations,  expenditures,  and  condition  of  the  Institution,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 
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COMMITTEE   ON   THE   SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 

December  8,  1847 — House. 

Mr.  Hugh  White  gave  notice  that  on  some  subsequent  Any  he  would 
move  to  amend  the  niles  of  the  House  so  as  to  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
December  13,  1847 — House. 

Mr.  Hugh  White,  in  compliance  with  the  notice  he  had  given,  intro- 
duced resolution. 

Jienolvi'dy  That  the  rules  of  this  House  be  amended  by  adding  one  to  the  commit^ 
teen,  to  consist  of  nine  members,  which  shall  l>e  entitled  a  Committee  on  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  committee  to  supen-ise  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  examine  accounts  and  the  condition  of  the 
funds  of  the  Institution,  suggest  such  alterations  or  amendments  of  the  law  under 
which  the  Institution  was  established  as  may  l)e  deemed  necessary,  and  report  to  the 
House  from  time  to  time,  as  the  interest  of  the  Institution  may  require. 

Mr.  H.  W.  HiLLiARD  said  he  supposed  that  the  resolution  would, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  lie  over. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  R.  C.  Winthkop)  said  that  the  resolution  was 
now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HiLLiARD  deemed  this  resolution  entirely  unnecessary.  The 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  were  selected,  three  from  the 
Senate  and  three  from  the  House.  What  possible  necessity,  then, 
could  there  be  to  justify  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inspect 
the  affairs  of  that  Institution?  Besides,  other  departments  of  this 
Government  were  required  to  act  in  concert  with  them,  and  therefore 
there  could  be  no  reason  to  justify  the  bringing  of  the  affairs  of  that 
Institution  into  this  arena  of  debate,  that  its  progress  might  be 
embarrassed,  its  harmony  of  action  impaired,  and  the  objects  which 
it  had  undertaken  be  defeated.  He  asked  the  gentleman  what  good 
he  proposed  to  accomplish  by  iti  He  would  impute  no  sinister  mo- 
tive to  a  gentleman  of  his  enlarged  and  enlightened  views,  but  still  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  bill  itself  encountered  great  difficulties 
in  its  progress  through  the  House  during  the  last  session.  Much 
hostility  was  manifested  to  it,  and  therefore  he  again  asked,  what 
good  could  be  anticipated  from  the  appointment  of  such  a  committee? 

Mr.  HiLLiARD  believed  they  ought  not  to  change  the  present 
relations  of  Congress  to  that  Institution.  A  committee  appointed  bj' 
this  House  would  not  share  in  the  daily  deliberations  of  the  Board  of 
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Regents,  and,  without  participating  in  them,  it  would  he  difficult  to 
comprehend  all  its  designs.  The  lioard  of  Regents  had  endeavored  in 
good  faith  to  carry  out  the  law  passed  by  Congress;  and,  having  done 
so,  he  said,  let  them  go  on;  and  if  their  affairs  should  hereafter  call 
for  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee,  appoint  one  when  required, 
but  do  not  now  provide  the  means  unnecessarily  of  constantly  bring- 
ing on  this  floor,  where  they  were  so  much  oppressed  with  debate, 
the  affairs  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  White  disclaimed  all  hostility  to  that  Institution,  and  declared 
his  ardent  desire  to  cooperate  with  the  Regents.  The  bequest  was  a 
noble  one,  and  it  should  be  carried  out  in  the  same  spirit.  The  com- 
mittee which  he  proposed  to  create,  on  which  he  did  not  desire  to  be 
placed,  would  merely  supervise  the  appropriations  and  review  its 
affairs,  and  his  could  not,  therefore,  be  considered  a  hostile  motion. 
It  was  a  new  Institution,  under  the  care  and  guardianship  of  Congress, 
and  such  a  committee  might  be  necessary  to  report  what  was  useful 
and  requisite  to  cAfry  out  the  design  of  the  testator,  which  was  to 
increase  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll  suggested,  to  save  time,  that  the  resolution 
should  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Rules,  who  could  take 
it  into  consideration  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  White  had  no  objection  to  that  course.  He  modified  his  res- 
olution accordingly,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  select  committee 
designated. 

December  19,  1847 — House. 

The  House  having  under  consideration  the  Rules  of  the  House,  ttie 
seventh  proposed  rule  was  read  as  follows: 

7.  In  addition  to  the  other  standing  committees  of  the  House,  there  shall  be  one 
called  the  Smithsonian  Committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  superintend  the  affidre 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll  expressed  a  desire  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  this  rule  to  a  future  day. 

Mr.  H.  W.  HiLLiARD  said  he  desired  to  occupy  about  ten  minutes 
of  the  time  of  the  House  on  this  subject  at  this  time.  He  thought 
this  was  the  precise  occasion  on  which  a  few  words  should  Ijc  said. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  bad  no  objection;  but  as  the  other  rules  had  been 
disposed  of,  he  wished  to  defer  this  for  the  present. 

Mr.  HiLLiARD  undertook  to  move  the  postponemept  to  a  day  certain, 
and  then  proceeded  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  so  happens  that  I  am  the  only  member  of  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  now  entitled  to  a  seat  on 
this  floor.  It  is  important  to  secure  the  good- will  of  the  country  in 
behalf  of  an  enterprise  so  elevated — one  might  say,  so  sublime. 

There  exists  some  misconception  in  regard  to  the  Institution,  and 
idle  rumors  are  afloat  which  may  affect  it  injuriously.     Scientific 
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cstabliisbments  are  not  to  go  out  and  court  popularity,  but  they  must 
not  be  indifferent  to  public  sentiment.  Before  entering  upon  the 
stormy  and  engrossing  debates  in  which  we  shall  presently  be  engaged, 
I  desire  by  a  simple  statement  of  facts  to  give  the  House  a  view  of  the 
history,  condition,  and  plans  of  an  institution  which  so  strongly 
appeals  to  us  for  protection. 

Mr.  Smithson's  bequest  was  a  noble  one.  He  gave  his  whole  prop- 
erty to  found  at  the  city  of  Washington  '^an  establishment  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  America  was 
selected  as  a  field  for  so  wide  and  beneficent  a  design.  Young,  vigor- 
ous, rapidly  increasing  in  numbers,  this  country  afforded  the  best 
ground  upon  which  to  rest  an  establishment  which  was  designed  to 
enlighten  mankind. 

Entering  into  the  spirit  of  this  bequest  Congress  passed  an  act  mak- 
ing the  most  liberal  provision  for  carrying  it  into  practical  effect. 
The  whole  sum,  with  its  accumulated  interest,  was  turned  over  to  the 
establishment  created  by  the  act,  composed  of  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the 
Postmaster-General,  the  Attorney-General,  the  Chief  Justice,  and  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Patent  OflSce  of  the  United  States,  and  the  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  hold 
their  respective  oflBces,  and  such  other  persons  as  they  may  elect  hon- 
orary members.  The  sum  amounted  to  $515,169,  and  a  further  sum 
of  $242,129,  being  the  accumulated  interest  upon  that  sum  since  it 
came  into  possession  of  the  Government.  The  principal  sum  was  for- 
ever to  remain  untouched;  the  interest  was  appropriated  to  the  erection 
of  the  building  and  incidental  expenses.  The  building  to  be  erected 
was  to  meet  the  provisions  of  the  act,  which  required  it  to  contain 
suitable  rooms  or  halls  for  the  reception  and  arrangement,  upon  a  lib- 
eral scale,  of  objects  of  natural  history,  including  a  geological  and  min- 
eralogical  cabinet;  also  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  library,  a  gallery  of 
art,  and  the  necessary  lecture  rooms.  Another  section  provides  that, 
in  proportion  as  suitable  arrangements  can  be  made  for  their  reception, 
all  objects  of  art,  and  of  foreign  and  curious  research,  and  all  objects 
of  natural  history,  plants,  and  geological  and  mineralogical  specimens, 
l)elonging  or  hereafter  to  belong  to  the  United  States,  which  may  be 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  care  of  the  Insti- 
tution, and  so  classed  and  arranged  as  best  to  facilitate  the  examination 
and  study  of  them  in  the  building  to  be  erected.  This  at  once  empties 
the  great  hall  of  the  Patent  OflSce,  350  feet  long,  of  its  contents.  It 
must  be  at  once  seen  that  the  Smithsonian  building  ought,  if  it  is  to 
accommodate  these  great  and  various  objects,  to  be  of  ample  dimen- 
sions. This  building,  too,  was  to  be  erected  without  delay.  The  site 
was  to  be  selected  ''forthwith,"  ''and  so  soon"  as  that  was  done  the 
Board  was  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  the  building. 
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The  Board  of  Regents  faithfully  studied  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson 
and  the  law  creating  the  establishment. 

Two  things  were  to  be  accomplished:  First,  to  increase  knowledge 
by  original  research:  and  then,  second,  to  diffuse  it  by  suitable  and 
efficient  agencies;  or,  in  the  language  of  the  venemble  and  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams),  'Ho  spread  knowledge 
throughout  the  world.  •' 

The  task  devolved  by  Congress  on  the  Regents  was  no  light  one. 
They  were  called  on  to  organize  and  set  on  foot  this  establishment,  so 
beneficent  in  its  conception,  so  comprehensive  in  its  design.  The  act 
of  Congress  prcscri]>ed  certain  parts  of  the  plan  and  left  the  other 
parts  to  be  devised  by  the  Board  of  Regents.  That  part  of  the  plan 
which  was  embraced  in  the  act  of  Congress  had  almost  ex(;lusive  refer- 
ence to  the  diffusion  of  knowledge.  The  means  which  provide  for  the 
increase  have  been  supplied  by  the  Regents. 

We  have  been  charged  with  being  wildly  extravagant — laying  out 
large  simis  in  purchase  of  old  books.  A  story  has  teen  circulated  that 
we  paid  ^2,500  for  an  old  and  rare  copv  of  the  Bible.  Now,  sir,  no 
man  loves  the  Bible  more  than  I  do,  but  I  could  not  have  consented  to 
an  expenditure  of  that  sort.  1  dare  say  no  one  member  of  the  Board 
ever  dreamed  of  such  an  expenditure. 

Again,  some  have  charged  us  with  being  too  utilitarian,  confining 
our  operations  to  an  improvement  of  the  physical  condition  of  man- 
kind. We  have  certainly  endeavored  in  oui'  plan  of  organization  to 
provide  for  the  entire  wants  of  mankind  and  to  meet  the  spirit  of  the 
age.  We  have  brought  into  our  service  a  gentleman  who  stands  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  science  of  the  country — 1  mean  Professor  Henry, 
formerly  of  Princeton.  His  name  is  well  known  in  Europe,  and  is 
associated  with  that  of  Faraday,  and  Amgo,  and  Quetelet.  I  have 
before  me  the  plan  of  organization  adopted  for  the  operations  of  the 
Institution,  to  which  1  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  but 
which  (as  Mark  Antony  said  on  a  much  more  unportant  occasion 
about  the  will  of  Ca?sar)-  -pardon  me,  I  do  not  intend  to  read.  I  wish 
every  gentleman  in  the  House  would  read  it,  for  it  would  receive  on  all 
sides  a  warm  and  generous  support. 

I  desire  to  submit  a  few  remarks  in  regard  to  our  building.  We 
were  authorized  by  Congress  to  expend  $240,000  in  its  erection;  but, 
in  view  of  the  wide  field  of  knowledge  to  })e  cultivated,  the  Regents 
resolved  to  save  a  part  of  this  sum  and  add  it  to  the  principal.  Keep- 
ing in  view  the  great  inter(\sts  to  be  provided  for,  it  was  resolved  to 
erect  a  building  of  proportions  sufficiently  ample  to  mt»et  the  require- 
ments of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  of  a  style  which  should  not  offend 
the  eve.  This  lias  b(»(»n  effex^U^.d,  a  cx^nti'act  has  been  entered  into,  and 
a  plan  of  expenditun*  agreed  upon,  which,  while  the  Imilding  is 
gradually  constructed,  will  carry  out  the  plan  to  full  completion,  and 
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at  the  end  of  five  years  from  the  time  of  its  commencement.  So  far 
from  having  expended  the  sum  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  pur- 
pose, we  shall  have  after  erecting  the  structure,  providing  for  its  warm- 
ing and  ventilation,  and  the  inclosure  of  the  grounds,  $140,000  to 
return  to  the  principal  sum.  In  the  meanwhile  we  are  carrying  on 
the  opei-ations  of  the  Institution,  stimulating  original  researches,  pub- 
lishing contributions  to  science,  and  gradually  increasing  our  library. 
At  the  same  time  we  pay  our  debts  as  we  go  on.  This  is,  of  course, 
accomplished  by  using  the  interest  on  the  $240,000  for  the  building 
and  the  annually  accruing  interest  on  the  principal  fund  for  meeting 
the  regular  expenses  of  the  Institution. 

The  transactions  of  the  present  ye^r  are  highly  interesting,  and  will 
soon  be  published  in  a  volume  which  will  compare  well  with  similar 
publications  in  Europe. 

With  the  building,  so  far  as  it  has  gone,  all  paid  for  and  every  debt 
discharged,  we  shall  have  at  the  end  of  the  year  $10,000  more  than  we 
received  from  Congress. 

Is  there  any  necessity  for  a  standing  committee  of  this  House  ?  How 
is  the  Board  of  Regents  composed?  The  act  of  Congress  declares 
that  it  shall  be  constituted  of  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  the  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  three  members  of  the  Senate,  three  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  together  with  six  other  persons  not  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  Each  House  of  Congress,  it  will  be  perceived,  has 
three  members  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  it  is  required  by  law  that 
the  Board  shall  submit  to  Congress  at  each  session  a  report  of  the 
operations,  expenditures,  and  condition  of  the  institution. 

At  the  last  session  I  presented  a  full  report  according  to  law  which 
I  now  have  before  me;  it  was  printed  and  circulated.  Another  report 
is  about  to  be  presented  embracing  the  report  of  the  building  commit- 
tee, a  paper  containing  some  300  pages  full  of  useful  infonnation 
which  I  should  be  happy  to  see  printed.  Is  it,  then,  necessary  to 
appoint  a  committee?  Is  it  proper?  Is  it  becoming?  A  committee  of 
this  House  appointed  "  to  superintend  the  affairs  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution!"  This  committee  will  bring  under  its  supervision  the 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  the  Chief  Justice,  three  Senators, 
three  Representatives,  and  six  citizens  at  large  selected  because  of 
their  character  and  attainments.  May  I  most  respectfully  ask  who 
will  superintend  the  affairs  of  that  committee  of  five?  Where  is  the 
necessity  for  thus  complicating  the  machinery  of  an  institution  which 
ought  to  be  left  to  enjoy  the  repose  which  science  loves. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  this  Institution,  so  important  to  this  country  and  to 
mankind,  will  not  be  launched  on  the  ever-heiiving  sea  of  politics.  If 
that  should  happen,  we  should  soon  lose  sight  of  land;  storms  and 
shipwreck  would  await  us,  and  the  hopes  which  crowned  our  noble 
enterprise  in  its  commencement  would  perish  with  us. 
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1  thank  the  House  for  the  attention  with  which  they  have  heard 
these  remarks:  it  evinces  the  interest  which  thev  feel  in  an  institution 
which  claims  their  protection. 

Mr.  Hilliard  concluded  by  moving  to  la}'  the  proposed  rule  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson  said  he  thought  he  understood  the  agreement 
between  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  and  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  be  that  this  subject  should  l>e  postponed  to  a  day  ceiiain. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll.  My  suggestion  was  that  the  consideration  of 
the  subjex^t  be  postponed  to  any  given  day  which  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  might  name. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Hilliard.  I  had  no  choice  at  all,  sir. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  indicated  his  wish  that  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
should  name  the  day. 

Mr.  Hilliard  said  he  would  move,  if  agreeable  to  the  House,  that 
it  be  postponed  to  this  day  twelve  months. 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson  addressed  the  Chair,  and  inquired  if  that 
motion  was  not  debatable. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  R.  C.  Winthrop)  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  suggested  to  Mr.  Hilliard  that  his  understanding 
was  that  it  should  be  postponed  to  some  day  not  distant,  when  the 
House  could  reach  and  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  Hilliard  said  he  would  withdraw  the  motion,  as  he  preferred 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  should  make  his  own  motion. 

The  Speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  not  the 
floor  to  make  the  motion.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  A, 
Johnson]  had  taken  the  floor. 

Mr.  Hilliard  then  remarked  that  he  had  been  reminded  that  his 
pledge  was  to  move  a  postponement  to  a  day  within  a  reasonable 
period,  and  said  he  would  modify  his  motion  so  as  to  name  the  3d  day 
of  January  next. 

The  Speaker  said  the  motion  could  not  be  altered  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  Helliard  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  peimit 
the  modification  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson  had  no  objection,  provided  it  did  not  deprive 
him  of  the  floor. 

The  motion  was  accordingly  modified  by  Mr.  Hilliard,  so  as  to  post- 
pone to  the  3d  day  of  January. 

Mr.  Johnson  then  proceeded  in  his  remarks.  He  said  the  gentle- 
man who  had  just  closed  his  remarks  had  seen  no  propriety  or  neces- 
sity for  the  appointment  of  this  committee.  He  seemed  to  think  it 
would  be  humiliating,  and  detracting  somewhat  from  the  dignity  of 
these  individuals — who  were  called  ""  Regents,"  he  believed,  in  the  act 
establishing  the  Smithsonian  Institution — to  have  their  proceedings 
come  under  the  supervision  of  a  committee  of  this  House.     Now,  his 
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[Mr.  Johnson's]  conceptions  about  dignity  and  position  in  this  coun- 
try were  perhaps  different  from  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama. According  to  his  notions  of  government  this  body  occupied 
the  highest  and  most  elevated  position.  In  this  democratic  govern- 
ment it  was  held  that  the  people  are  sovereign — the  source  of  all 
power;  this  body  stands  next  to  the  people,  next  to  the  sovereignty, 
and  instead  of  detracting  from  their  dignity  he  thought  it  was  assign- 
ing them  their  true  position.  He  knew  there  were  some  who  were 
really  fascinated  by  that  word  "'  Regent,"  and  the  fondness  of  such 
things  was  increasing  in  our  country. 

He  thought  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  had  demonstrated  clearly 
to  this  House,  in  his  opposition  to  the  creation  of  this  committee,  the 
necessity  of  its  creation.  If  all  was  done  well,  everything  regularly 
transacted,  if  the  money  was  judiciously  expended,  in  the  name  of 
common  reason  would  it  injure  or  affect  their  proceedings  to  be  super- 
vised by  a  committee  appointed  by  this  body?  Why,  the  very  dispo- 
sition to  shrink  from  the  supervision  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
popular  branch  of  the  Government  ought  to  carry  conviction  to  the 
mind  of  this  House  of  the  necessity  of  its  creation. 

He  was  no  prophet,  but  when  the  bill  was  before  the  House  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  he  had  predicted  what 
had  already  become  a  matter  of  fact — that  this  Institution  would  be  an 
incubus  upon  the  Treasury,  that  it  would  be  a  perpetual  source  of 
expenditure.  The  clause  in  Mr.  Smithson's  will  ''  for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men  "  read  well,  it  was  true.  And  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  undertook  also  to  prove  how  great  financiers 
the  Board  of  Regents  were,  and  said  after  all  the  improvements  are 
done  they  would  have  over  $100,000  left.  And  how  was  this  done? 
Why,  they  had  taken  $242,000,  supposed  to  be  the  interest  which  had* 
accumulated  on  this  fund,  and  put  that  upon  interest,  having  bought 
Treasury  notes,  he  supposed,  on  which  they  were  drawing  interest; 
and  by  this  means  they  had  saved  an  immense  sum.  Did  not  every 
member  know  who  had  paid  attention  to  the  discussion  of  this  subject 
when  the  bill  passed  placing  $500,000  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of 
Regents  that  not  a  dollar  of  it  was  there?  They  first  placed  a  certain 
amount  in  the  Treasury  that  did  not  exist  there,  and  then  calculated 
interest  on  this  fictitious  amount  and  then  interest  on  the  interest; 
which  is  the  way  in  which  they  are  to  carry  on  their  extensive  works. 

Mr,  HiLLiARD.  Is  the  gentleman  charging  that  upon  the  board  or 
this  House? 

Mr.  Johnson.  Charging  what? 

Mr.  HiLLiARD.  Why,  that  a  fictitious  amount  was  placed  in  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  JoFiNSON.  I  was  going  on  to  prove  the  position  that  this  Institu- 
tion Would  be  an  incubus  upon  the  Treasury. 
H.  Doc.  732 29 
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Mr.  HiLLiARD.  But  does  the  gentleman  charge  the  putting  this 
fictitious  sum  in  the  Treasury,  etc.,  on  the  board  or  on  Congress  if  I 
wish  him  to  answer  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Johnson.  On  Congress.  The  bill  of  last  session  i)laced  ^5(X),(XX) 
in  the  Treasury  which  was  not  there  in  realit\'.  It  is  true  the  Gov- 
ernment received  it;  but  they  acted  as  a  faithful  trusttn*  and  loaned  it 
out,  and  not  a  cent  has  ever  been  returned.  In  this  state  of  the  case, 
Mr.  Johnson  denied  that  the  Goverament  was  justh'  bound  to  refund 
the  money,  and  that  very  few  of  their  constituencies  would  sanction 
it.  It  would  have  been  much  better  if  she  had  never  consented  to  act 
as  trustee  of  it;  for  notwithstanding  their  flourishing  with  "•  Regents," 
etc.,  and  talking  of  such  a  sum  as  in  the  Trea.sury,  it  was  not  there, 
and  the  expenses  of  this  Institution  came  out  of  the  Treasury,  which 
was  alreadv  heavily  taxed  and  burdened  with  debt  to  carry  on  the  war. 
He  insisted,  now  that  they  had  commenced  operations,  that  reports  of 
their  proceedings  should  be  regularly  laid  before  a  committee  of  this 
House  who  would  thus  have  supervision  over  them  and  be  a  check  upon 
them.  Such  a  restraint  was  needed  in  all  Government  establishments, 
and  there  was  no  reason  in  this  case  why  this  institution  should  be 
excepted. 

January  17,  1848 — House. 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  presented  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  standing  committees  of  this  Houiw  tliere  shall  be 
one  called  the  Smithsonian  CJommittee,  whose  duty  it  shall  ho  to  sufH^rintend  the 
affairs  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Resolredf  That  the  report  made  by  the  Regents,  and  a(:com])anying  documents,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian  lustitution,  whow*  duty  it  shall  be  to 
examine  the  same  hi  connecticm  with  the  original  journal  and  otlier  documents  from 
which  they  have  been  made,  and  report  to  this  House  whether,  in  their  opinion,  it  is 
necessary'  to  print  all  or  any  portion  of  them,  or  not;  and  that  said  trommittee  l>e,  and 
is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  and 
expediency  of  suspending  all  further  operations  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  until 
the  Treasury  of  the  irnited  States  be  rtdieved  from  the  heavy  and  pressing  burden 
created  by  the  existing  war  Ijetween  the  anarchy  of  Mexico  and  the  American  Union. 
And,  further,  that  said  committee  })e  authorized  and  reciuired  to  procure  the  aid  of 
three  architects,  distinguished  in  their  profession,  associated  with  two  responsible 
and  highly  reputed  scientific  practical  builders,  who  shall  take  into  consideration 
the  site,  the  design,  and  material  of  which  the  present  building  is  tM)nii)ose<l,  and 
report  the  result  of  such  examination  to  this  House.  And,  further,  that  said  com- 
mittee take  into  consideration  the  i>ropriety  of  my  changing  and  remodelling  the 
present  design  of  the  Smithsonian  Instituticm  as  to  convert  it  into  a  "university,"  in 
theextend(jfi  sense  of  the  term,  including  the  manual-lalMir  feature,  as  to  embrace 
agriculture,  horticulture,  and  all  the  various  branches  of  mechanism,  or  as  many  of 
them  a.s  may  lie  de^me<l  j)racticable  and  useful  to  the  country. 

The  Speaker  (Mi.  II.  C  Wixthrop)  ruled  the  resolution  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Johnson  moved  to  susikmuI  the  rules  that  the  resolution  might 
be  received. 
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The  question  was  put  on  suspending  the  rules,  and  the  motion  was 
disagreed  to. 

Notices  of  motions  for  leave  to  introduce  })ills  being  in  order,  the 
following  notice  was  given: 

By  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee:  Of  a  bill  to  change  the  title  of  an 
act  approved  on  the  10th  day  of  August,  1846,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men,"  to  that  of  the  ''Washington  University 
for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent  children  of  the  District  of  Columbia," 
in  memory  of  and  out  of  respect  to  George  Washington,  the  Father  of 
his  Countrv. 

V 

December  11,  1848 — House. 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Truman  Smith,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a 
standing  committee  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

Mr.  W.  L.  GoGGiN  rose,  and  was  understood  to  express  his  desire 
to  offer  an  amendment  providing  that  no  member  should  have  the 
right  to  call  the  previous  question  on  any  proposition  presented  to 
the  House  until  the  same  should  have  been  distinctly  stated  by  the 
Chair  or  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  Goggin  desired,  if  in  order,  to  offer  this  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson]. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  R.  C.  Winthbop)  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Goggin]  would  be  in 
order  after  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Johnson]  had  been  disposed  of.  The  question  now  was,  on  ordering 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  committee  on  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

The  question  was  accordingly  put  by  the  Chair,  but  before  the 
decision  had  been  announced — 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  House  would  adopt 
his  amendment.  The  subject  involved  the  expenditure  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars,  and  he  could  see  no  substantial  reason  why  oppo- 
sition should  be  made  to  the  appointment  of  such  a  committee.  The 
Regents  were  prepared,  as  he  understood,  to  make  a  report.  This  Con- 
gress had  the  supervision  of  the  fund,  and  had  the  appointment  of  some 
of  its  Regents,  and  he  could  not  see  why  this  body,  or  incorporation, 
or  Institution,  upon  which  so  much  money  had  been  expended,  should 
not  be  reported  upon  as  to  its  proceedings  and  conditions  to  this 
House.  Congress  had  received  the  fund  and  had  become  responsible 
for  it.  They  were  the  trustees.  Were  they  to  act  before  a  committee 
of  the  House  had  reported  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  funds  had 
been  disposed  of,  and  upon  other  matters  of  that  kind  ?  He  was  utterly 
astonished  that  his  amendment  should  find  any  opponent  on  this  floor. 


452  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

Did  gontlemcn  wish  to  exclude  all  light  upon  the  .subject — to  prevent 
the  .country  receiving  such  information  a.s  it  was  in  their  power  to 
give — to  keep  from  public  view  the  facts  connected  with  the  exjxjndi- 
ture  of  the  money?  It  was  strange  that  any  gentleman  should  be 
found  willing  to  say  that  he  did  not  w^ant  a  committee  which  might 
ascertain  all  the  facts  and  report  them  to  the  country.  Various  com- 
plaints had  l)een  made  as  to  the  expenditure  of  the  money,  the  struc- 
ture of  the  building,  and  the  material  of  which  it  was  composed.  Were 
gentlemen  willing  to  exclude  all  those  facts  which  it  was  requisite 
should  be  known  in  order  to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions,  and  intelli- 
gently to  direct  the  future  operations  of  the  Institution?  If  all  was 
going  on  well,  if  the  building  was  properly  constructed,  and  the  money 
had  been  pro^x^Tl}^  expended,  let  the  country  understand  it.  He  trusted 
that  the  House  would  adopt  his  proposition  and  that  a  committee  would 
be  appointed. 

Mr.  Robert  McClelland,  of  Michigan,  said  that  he  was  not 
opposed  to  the  appointment  of  the  committee  contemplated  by  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson j.  At  the 
same  time,  if  he  had  no  other  reasons  than  those  which  had  been 
assigned  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  he  (Mr.  McClelland)  should 
be  radically  opposed  to  such  an  appointment.  Reports  had  been  sent 
in  by  the  Board  of  Regents  that  were  very  full  and  ample  in  regard 
to  all  the  facts  that  the  people  throughout  the  country  could  desire  to 
know  concerning  this  Institution.  One  very  full  report  of  all  facts 
tou(!hing  the  Institution  had  been  laid  before  the  House  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  The  House  had  refused  to  print  it.  That  report, 
his  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson]  would  find,  had  set  forth,  in 
a  simple  and  lucid  manner,  everything  connected  with  the  Institution 
since  its  organization — everything  that  had  been  done  under  the  law 
passed  by  Congress  down  to  that  time.  He  (Mr.  McClelland),  for  one, 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  would  say  that  it  was  not  afraid 
of  any  investigation  by  a  committee  of  this  House  or  otherwise.  He 
would  go  as  far  as  any  reasonable  man  in  favor  of  economy  and 
retrenchment;  and  he  would  say  that  the  Board  of  Regents,  so  far  as 
his  knowledge  extended,  had  acted  upon  both  these  principles  in  every 
step  they  had  taken.  He  was  astonished,  on  entering  upon  his  official 
duties,  to  find  that  almost  every  report  which  had  been  put  in  circula- 
tion in  regiird  to  the  Institution  was  entirely  false  and  groundless. 
He  hoped  that  every  gentleman  here  who  was  a  friend  to  the  Institu- 
tion would  permit  a  committej^  to  be  appointed,  and  that  it  might  be 
composed  of  members  who  were  mdically  opposed  to  the  Institution, 
so  that  no  barrier  shouhl  l)e  interposed  to  the  most  rigorous  and 
searching  scrutiny.  And  (continued  Mr.  McClelland)  if  that  com- 
mittee shall  give  to  the  country  such  a  report  as  I  know  they  will  give, 
for  none  other  can  they  make,  the  effect  will  be  to  raise  the  Institu- 
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tion  to  a  higher  point  in  public  estimation  than  any  which  it  has  ever 
yet  attained. 

Mr.  II.  W.  HiLLiARD  rose,  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  in 
this  House,  to  make  no  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  if  it  should  be  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the 
House  that  such  a  committee  should  be  appointed.  But  he  wished 
the  House  to  mark  the  spirit  in  which  the  motion  was  made.  When 
the  report  was  brought  forward  by  him  (Mr.  Hilliard)  from  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  a  motion  was  made  to  print  it,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee was  the  very  one  who  interposed  his  objection  to  the  printing. 
The}^  had  been  reproached  with  not  being  willing  to  exhibit  their 
doings  to  the  country.  It  had  been  said  that  there  had  been  improper 
expenditures  of  money,  ah  indiscreet  distribution  of  funds  authorized 
by  them.  Here  was  an  ample  report  setting  forth  all  the  facts,  mak- 
ing everything  plain,  and  when  he  had  moved  the  printing  of  the 
report,  for  the  information  of  the  country,  to  his  amazement  that 
very  gentleman  objected  to  the  printing  on  the  simple  ground  of 
expense.  But  now  the  gentleman  came  forward  with  a  proposition 
to  foiTO  a  standing  committee  whose  business  it  should  be  to  super- 
vise the  action  of  the  three  members  of  this  House  and  the  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  who  were  already  charged  with  directing  the  affairs 
of  this  Institution.  He  should  offer  no  objections  to  the  proposition; 
he  left  it  to  the  taste  and  judgment  of  the  House.  For  one,  he  gave 
way,  and  yielded  any  objections  which  he  had  hitherto  offered  to  the 
proposition. 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  said  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama seemed  to  have  stepped  off  upon  the  wrong  track  w^hon  he  said 
that  the  simple  objection  which  he  (Mr.  Johnson)  had  had  to  the 
printing  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  was  that  it  would  involve  an 
expenditure  of  money. 

Mr.  Hilliard  (in  his  seat)  said  he  had  so  understood  it. 

Mr.  Johnson  continued.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  had  wholly 
misconceived  his  opposition  to  the  printing  of  this  report  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress.  It  would  be  remembered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  and  by  the  whole  House  that  he  (Mr.  Johnson)  was  striving 
the  whole  session,  that  he  had  made  effort  after  effort,  to  procure  the 
appointment  of  a  conmiittce  before  this  report  should  be  printed,  that 
they  might  ascertain  whether  this  was  the  report  which  should  be 
printed  or  not.  This  was  the  objection  he  had  to  the  printing  of  the 
report.  He  wanted  it  referred  to  a  committee,  with  instructions  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  printing  this  report,  and  also  of  print- 
ing a  work  which  they  desired  to  have  printed  upon  architecture — a 
kind  of  mongrel  report  prepared  by  some  of  the  Regents.  He  wanted 
a  conmiittee  apx>ointed  to  inquire  into  all  the  facts  about  the  Institu- 
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tion,  and  to  report  them  to  this  House,  as  well  as  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  printing  this  long,  voluminous  report  of  the  Regents. 

Mr.  HiLLiARD  said  he  believed  he  had  understood  the  gentleman's 
remarks  correeth,  so  far  as  his  objections  went  to  the  expenses  of 
the  printing.  The  gentleman  now  chose  to  assume  other  ground,  that 
he  desired  to  examine  whether  it  was  such  a  report  as  the  House  ought 
to  receive.  Now,  it  would  have  been  far  better  for  the  gentleman  to 
have  allowed  it  to  be  printed,  and  then  this  House  would  have  been 
better  enabled  at  this  session  to  ascertain  the  fact  whether  it  was  such 
a  report  as  they  would  receive. 

But  there  was  no  concealing  the  fact  that  the  spirit  in  which  the 
gentleman  made  his  motion  did  not  grow  out  of  any  desire  to  have  the 
affairs  of  this  Institution  better  conducted,  or  to  make  its  action  more 
eflScient,  or  to  relieve  it  of  a  single  burden,  but,  on  the  contrary,  from 
the  uncompromising  hostility  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  and 
a  few  others — he  was  happy  to  say  they  were  but  few — felt  against 
this  Institution.  The  gentlemen  would  be  for  destroying  its  organi- 
zation, for  razing  its  structure  to  the  very  foundations,  and  for  return- 
ing to  the  British  Government,  or  to  the  trustees  of  the  donor,  the 
munificent  sum  which  had  been  received  from  that  quarter.  He  asked 
the  gentleman  if  it  was  not  so  and  if  he  was  not  opposed  to  any  use 
whatever  being  made  of  the  fund  for  the  establishment  of  an  institu- 
tion in  this  country  called  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  JoHXSON  said  as  the  question  had  been  asked  him  he  would 
very  cheerfully  answer  it.  The  gentleman  wanted  to  know  if  his  hos- 
tility was  not  fixed  to  this  Institution. 

Mr.  Truman  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  wished  to  know  of  the  Speaker  whether  it  was  in  order  to  discuss 
the  general  merits  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  upon  a  mere  propo- 
sition to  appoint  a  committee. 

The  Speaker  replied  that  the  House  had  adopted  no  rules  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  that  the  parliamentary  law  allowed  a  very  wide  itinge  of 
debate. 

Mr.  Johnson  proceeded  in  his  explanation.  He  was  satisfied  that 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  with  no  unkind  spirit  asked  if  he  (Mr. 
Johnson)  was  not  fixed  in  his  hostility  to  the  very  organization  of  this 
Institution.  He  could  inform  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  that  he 
misconceived  his  relation  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  He  had  no 
fixed  hostility  to  it.  The  hostility  (if  it  could  be  so  called) — the  oppo- 
sition which  he  had  to  this  Institution — rested  upon  other  and  different 
grounds  from  a  mere  hostility  to  the  design  of  such  an  institution. 
One  of  the  principal  reasons  why  ho  wanted  this  committee  appointed 
was  not  out  of  opposition  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  but,  taking 
into  consideration  the  peculiar  crisis  of  the  country  at  that  time,  and 
the  coutinuatiou  of  that  crisis  at  this  time,  and  the  burdens  which  this 
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Institution  was  imposing  upon  the  Government,  he  wished  to  see  its 
affairs  thoroughly  investigated  and  brought  before  the  public.  That 
this  fund  had  been  received  from  the  United  States;  that  the  United 
States  had  discharged  its  duty  as  tiiistee  with  fidelity;  that  this  fund 
had  been  sunk  and  lost — these  were  all  true;  and,  according  to  his 
construction  of  the  Constitution  and  of  the  duties  of  a  trustee,  he  con- 
sidered that  the  Government  was  exonei'ated  from  any  further  respon- 
sibility in  connection  with  this  fund.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
original  fund  had  been  lost,  and  it  was  known,  too,  that  the  law  estab- 
lishing the  Smithsonian  Institution  took  the  money  out  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  Government — out  of  the  people's  pocket.  When  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  was  founded  every  dollar  of  the  money  received  from 
Mr.  Smithson  was  gone — not  a  dollar  of  it  was  available.  He  had 
opposed  an  institution  of  this  kind  being  established  with  funds  taken 
out  of  the  Treasury;  not  that  he  was  opposed  to  an  institution  estab- 
lished upon  the  Smithsonian  fund — not  that  he  disapproved  of  the 
object  of  the  donor — but  he  was  opposed  in  time  of  war,  when  we  were 
incurring  a  very  heavy  public  debt,  to  going  into  the  Treasury  and 
establishing  an  institution  of  this  description,  at  an  expense  to  the 
people  of  some  five  or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Another  reason  was  that  he  believed  under  the  law  itself  the  money 
had  been  improperly  withdrawn  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
The  House  had  been  informed  by  the  able  and  eloquent  gentleman  from 
Alabama  that  the  Regents  had  withdrawn  money  from  the  Treasury  to 
the  amount  of  $242,000,  and  by  an  extraordinary  process  of  financier- 
ing were  doubling  and  compounding  it.  They  had  been  informed  also 
that  none  of  the  principal  had  been  expended.  How  had  this  been 
done?  Why,  when  the  law  was  passed  every  gentleman  here  at  all 
familiar  with  the  subject  knew  that  this  fund  was  gone — that  not  one 
dollar  of  it  was  left.  He  had  the  documents  before  him  to  show  that 
this  was  the  fact.  But  the  law  placed  that  in  the  Treasury  which  was 
not  there;  it  was  a  legal  fiction.  It  said  that  a  certain  amount  had 
been  placed  in  the  Treasury  in  1836  and  had  remained  there  and  been 
drawing  interest  from  1836,  and  that  the  interest  on  that  sum  (which 
was  not  in  the  Treasury)  was  $242,000;  and  this  amount  was  appropri- 
ated to  the  erection  of  this  institution  called  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion. Ho  had  believed  it  wrong;  he  still  believed  it  so.  But  under 
this  law  how  this  amount  of  money  had  been  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury 
he  had  never  l>eon  able  to  ascertain.  He  was  in  hope,  now  that  a  run- 
ning discussion  had  arisen  on  the  subject,  that  they  would  be  informed 
how  this  large  amount  of  money  had  been  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury. 
He  could  find  no  authority  for  it  in  the  act  establishing  the  Institution — 
no  authority  for  drawing  out  of  the  Treasury  this  large  amount  of 
money  and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  their  secretary,  or  at  interest,  or 
making  any  other  disposition  of  it. 
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The  reason  why  lie  had  opposed  the  printinjjf  of  this  report  at  the 
last  session,  and  proposed  the  appointment  of  a  eomniittee,  was  that 
there  were  rumors  about  the  eitv  in  relation  to  the  eonti'act  for  erect- 

ft' 

ing  the  buildings;  it  had  l)een  charged  that  there  had  Ikhui  l)ribeiy 
going  on;  cards  had  been  published  that  there  was  mahidministration 
in  all  these  matters;  that  there  was  cormption  in  the  very  incipiency 
of  this  Institution.  They  had  been  told  that  the  building  was  Imd, 
that  the  materials  furnished  were  perishable,  while  he  understood  it 
was  the  design  of  the  donor  to  have  it  made  fireproof — a  substantial, 
enduring  building.  He  wanted  all  these  facts  ascertained.  I-K^t  the 
committee  take  the  whole  matter  under  their  charge  and  report  the 
facts,  and  let  the  House  and  the  country  determine  whether  it  was  all 
right  or  not. 

He  referred,  a.s  another  objection,  to  the  question  of  the  incompati- 
bility, under  the  Constitution,  of  the  same  individuals  holding  at  the 
same  time  the  office  of  members  of  Congress,  drawing  per  diem  and 
mileage  as  such,  and  the  oflBce  of  Regents  of  this  Institution,  drawing 
also  mileage  and  expenses  from  it — expenses  which,  when  they  came 
to  look  into  these  reports,  they  saw  were  extraordinary. 

The  gentleman  had  gi*avely  charged  that  he  had  manifested  hostility 
to  the  institution.  Suppose  he  had;  .suppose  he  was  determin(»d  to 
oppose  it  in  every  mood  and  tense;  why,  if  the  Institution  was 
right — if  the  object  of  the  individual  who  gave  the  money  was  being 
carried  out — in  the  name  of  common  sense,  would  not  a  committee, 
by  th(Mr  investigation,  convince  the  House  and  the  country  that  his 
objections  were  not  well  founded,  if  such  was  the  fact  if  Would  not 
such  investigjition  put  the  Institution  and  the  Regents  on  a  better,  a 
more  enduring  foundation?  Then  let  them  have  a  committee*.  If  the 
Institution  was  right — if  the  Regents  were  carrying  out  the  design  of 
James  Smithson — let  it  be  ascertained  bv  the  coumiittee  and  be 
published  to  the  House  and  the  CGuntry. 

Mr.  II.  \V.  HiLLiARD  re.sumed.  The  gentleman  now  said  he  had  no 
hostility  to  the  Institution.  And  how  did  he  prove  it  if  Why,  he  said 
they  had  put  a  fictitious  sum  into  the  Treasury,  and  therefore  he  would 
repeal  the  law  and  replace  the  money  in  the  Treasury.  It  was  well 
known  that  this  Government  had  received  the  fund  from  the  trustees 
of  .lames  Smithson  as  a  sacred  trust.  The  Government  had  thought 
proiKM-  to  loan  the  money  to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  he  lM>lieved.  The 
money  had  l)een  s([uandered,  and  now  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
was  opposed  to  the  use  of  a  single  dollar  by  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion until  the  State  of  Arkansas  was  made  to  refund  the  money.  Was 
he  not  opposed  to  the  Institution,  and  was  not  the  very  o})ject  of  his 
motion  to  uproot  the  whole  estjiblishment,  on  the  ground  that  the 
(jovernment  had  loaned  the  money  to  the  Stiite  of  Arkansas  and  that 
it  had  never  been  returned  ^     By  every  moml,  by  every  equitable  con- 
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sideration,  the  Government,  having  h)ane(i  and  lost  the  money,  was 
bound  to  make  good  the  trust.  Therefore,  when  the  Government  had 
thought  proper  to  make  the  establishment,  it  had  authorized  the 
Regents  in  proper  form  to  draw  the  money  bequeathed  by  James 
Smithson.  It  was  in  this  way  that  the  money  had  been  taken;  and 
bec^ause  they  had  thought  proper  to  make  a  judicious  use  of  it  from 
time  to  time  they  were  arraigned  by  the  gentleman  as  having  squan- 
dered the  funds.  I^t  him  agree  to  have  the  report  published,  and  he 
would  find  that  it  gave  a  full  account  of  what  they  had  done. 

But  the  gentleman  had  said  it  was  a  crisis.  It  had  been  a  long  crisis. 
Thank  heaven,  the  crisis  to  which  the  gentleman  referred  had  passed 
away.  The  gentleman's  allusion  to  the  war  reminded  him  of  the  apol- 
ogy always  offered  by  the  steward  in  the  Bride  of  Lammermoor,  who 
always  accounted  for  the  absence  of  articles  of  luxury  about  the  castle 
of  his  master  on  the  ground  that  there  had  been  a  great  fire  there; 
and  now  the  gentleman  would  put  down  every  appropriation,  whether 
for  new  objects  or  to  maintain  a  great  existing  establishment,  by  the 
cry,  ''the  war,  the  war."  He  thanked  heaven  the  war  was  at  an  end. 
He  thanked  heaven  peace  had  come  in  our  time,  and  he  trusted  that  if 
there  had  been  much  treasure  squandered  in  war,  this  establishment, 
so  sublime  in  its  design,  so  magnificent  in  its  conception,  was  not  to 
share  in  the  calamities  of  war.  His  objection  to  the  gentleman's 
scheme  was  that  it  would  launch  the  Institution  on  a  political  sea. 
Leave  the  superintendence  of  the  establishment  to  the  Board  of 
Regents,  of  whom  three  were  members  of  the  House  and  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  and  who  in  some  sense  constituted  a  committee  of 
Congress,  and  leave  to  them  to  report  upon  the  state  of  its  affairs  from 
time  to  time.  If  their  fidelity  and  discretion  could  not  be  confided  in, 
then  we  had  fallen  on  evil  times.  But  he  would  not  oppose  the  motion. 
He  would  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  to  dispose  of. 

Mr.  Truman  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  thought  this  proposition  alto- 
gether premature.  He  had  offered  a  resolution  in  the  ordinary  form — 
a  resolution  which  really  ought  to  have  been  offered  early  last  week — 
for  the  adoption  of  the  ordinary  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  and 
had  connected  with  this  a  proposition,  as  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, to  raise  a  committee  to  revise  and  report  upon  the  rules  from 
time  to  time.  If  this  resolution  as  offered  should  pass,  then  they 
would  have  a  conmiittee  upon  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  could  then  offer  his  proposition  and 
refer  it  to  that  committee,  who  would  take  such  action  upon  it  as  they 
might  deem  proper.  He  was  now  very  apprehensive  that  there  was 
to  be  no  end  to  this  discussion,  and  no  end  to  their  efforts  to  amend 
the  rules,  if  they  were  to  favor  propositions  of  this  character  at  all, 
and  he  desired  to  ask  of  the  Chair  whether  it  was  competent  for  him 
to  move  the  previous  question. 
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The  Speaker  replied  that  the  previous  question  might  be  moved; 
but  the  question  of  the  amendment,  having  been  first  moved,  must 
be  first  put. 

Mr.  Smith  inquired,  in  ease  the  previous  question  was  sustained,  if 
it  did  not  cut  off  the  amendment? 

The  Speaker  said  the  previous  question  could  not  be  put  until  after 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment;  and  he  read  from  the  man- 
ual on  this  point. 

Mr.  SiMiTH.  If  the  previous  question  is  moved,  does  it  stop  debate 
on  this  proposition  ? 

The  Speaker  replied  in  the  negative,  but  said  he  would  regard  the 
previous  question  as  moved,  so  that  when  this  amendment  was  dis- 
posed of  no  other  could  be  moved,  and  then  no  debate  could  arise 
except  upon  the  previous  question,  the  previous  (question  being 
debatable  under  the  parliamentary  law. 

Mr.  Hugh  White  inquired,  in  case  this  resolution  was  adopted,  if 
it  did  not  place  all  the  bills  and  resolutions,  etc.,  on  the  calendar  as 
the}'  were  at  the  close  of  the  last  session — if  it  did  not  leave  the  House 
precisely  in  the  position  in  which  they  were  at  the  close  of  the  last 
session. 

The  Speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  White  said,  then,  that  a  proposition  of  this  character  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules,  and  remained  unacted  on.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  it  would  not  be  competent  to  reach  it  in  the 
ordinary  way;  and  whether  there  was,  therefore,  an}'  necessity  for  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  George  P.  Marsh  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
impugning  or  defending  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  or  even 
for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  the  discussion  of  the  merits  of  this 
motion,  but  simply  that  it  might  not  be  inferred  from  his  silence  that 
any  member  of  the  board  in  this  House  was  opposed  to  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  now,  and  had  been  from 
the  time  it  was  offered  at  the  last  session,  decidedlv  in  favor  of  its 
adoption.  He  was  satisfied,  from  what  he  had  seen  of  the  manage- 
ment of  this  Institution,  that  a  committee  such  as  was  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  would  serve  as  a  most  wholesome  and  neces- 
sary check  upon  the  proceedings  of  this  Institution.  He  believed  that 
the  Board  of  Regents  would  be,  and  ought  to  have  been  long  since, 
made  acquainted  with  its  direct  responsibility  to  the  power  which 
created  it. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Rhett,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  for  the  reasons  which 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  had  avssigned,  he  trusted  a  conmiittee 
would  not  be  appointed.  He  wanted  no  such  direct  responsibility  as 
the  gentleman  had  spoken  of.  He  was  opposed  to  any  connection  of 
the  Government  with  this  Institution;  and  he  would  suggest  to  the 
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gentleman  from  Tennessee  that  his  establishment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee was  the  very  method  of  all  others  which  was  to  give  perma- 
nency to  this  Institution,  and  attach  it  forever  to  the  Government. 
The  only  way  to  get  rid  of  it  was  to  let  all  the  money  be  paid  over  to 
these  gentlemen — the  Regents,  and  the  Government  cut  themselves 
loose  from  it  entirely.  He  was  opposed  to  any  committee,  standing 
or  otherwise,  which  set  up  a  Congressional  supervision  over  the  Regents 
of  this  Institution,  or  over  the  Institution  itself.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, unless  the  House  was  determined  to  carry  on  this  connection,  to 
perpetuate  it,  and  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  this  Institution,  that 
this  committee  would  not  be  appointed.  On  the  contrar3%  if  the 
Regents  thought  proper,  let  the  whole  money  be  paid  over  to  them, 
and  the  Government  be  cut  off  entirely  from  all  responsibility  or  con- 
nection with  it. 

Mr.  Robert  W.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  said  he  would  take  the  lib- 
ertv  of  making  a  remark  here  for  the  purpose  of  setting  himself  and 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent  in  some  degree  right,  in 
reference  to  this  Smithsonian  fund.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama 
had  said  that  the  State  of  Arkansas  had  squandered  all  this  fund.  Now, 
whether  it  was  any  enjoyment  to  the  gentleman  to  assail  his  (Mr.  John- 
son's) State 

Mr.  H.  W.  HiLLiARD  explained,  disclaiming  the  slightest  intention 
to  assail  the  gentleman's  State,  and  saying  that  he  had  merely  spoken 
of  the  money  as  being  lost  or  squandered  by  the  General  Government. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  said  the  gentleman  ought  to  have  been 
aware  of  the  fact  that  he  might  wound  the  feelings  of  some  persons 
on  the  floor  in  his  rather  loose  and  general  style  of  speaking.  He  had 
heard  those  who  did  not  like  some  of  the  Yankees  damn  them  all  as 
a  class.  He  never  thought  they  did  exactly  right  to  damn  every 
Yankee  because  they  disliked  some  few  whom  they  had  met.  There 
were  some  very  clever  gentlemen  amongst  them;  he  wished  there  were 
as  good  elsewhere. 

Now,  ho  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  his  State  and  this 
fund.  The  gentleman  had  said  the  whole  of  this  Smithsonian  legacy 
had  been  squandered  by  the  State  of  Arkansas.  Squandered — how  ? 
Did  the  gentleman  know  anything  about  the  disposal  of  this  money  by 
the  State  of  Arkansas?  If  he  did,  he  knew  that  it  had  been  lost  b}" 
the  adoption  by  that  State  of  his  loved  system — the  banking  system. 

He  wished  to  state,  in  order  that  his  State  might  stand  free  from 
any  unjust  charge  here,  that  there  was  not  within  the  limits  of  that 
State,  and  never  had  been,  a  respectable  party,  known  as  a  party,  who 
would  repudiate  the  first  dollar  of  the  debt  she  owed.  If  there  were 
such  persons,  he  could  only  pledge  himself,  as  an  humble  individual, 
that  he  would  always  fight  them.  Small  as  she  was,  insignificant  as 
she  was,  there  was  no  man  within  her  limits  who  could  live  a  political 
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life  for  one  dju'  and  (\spouse  such  a  doctrine.  What  wsu^  her  condition? 
She  was  poor;  her  population  was  small;  the  taxes  upon  her  people 
would  be  increased  beyond  human  endumnce  if  they  were  put  on  to 
pay  this  debt  at  once.  She  was  growing;  she  had  natural  resources, 
great  and  extensive;  give  them  time  to  be  developed  and  she  would 
pay  this  debt  and  every  other  debt  she  owed.  He  believed  it,  before 
God. 

But  in  the  account  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Arkansas  the  debt  was  not  altogether  on  the  side  of  the  latter.  It 
had  used  to  be  a  matter  of  jest  with  his  predecessor — a  proud  and 
honorable  man,  whose  post  he  could  never  fill — that  whenever  the 
United  States  would  settle,  then  Arkansas  would  settle  too.  There 
was,  nevertheless,  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  this.  The  whole  percent- 
age on  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  which  belonged  to  that  State  bad 
been  reserved  b}'  the  Government — for  what?  To  apply  toward  the 
payment  of  this  Smithsonian  fund.  What  the  amount  was  he  did 
not  know.  He  hoped  there  would  be  enough  to  pay  the  interest;  he 
would  like  it  if  there  was  enough  to  pa}'  the  principal  too;  there 
might  not  be  enough  for  either.  But  that  that  State  would  come  up 
to  the  mark  and  fully  pay  all  her  debts,  both  principal  and  interest, 
whenever  she  was  able  to  do  so,  he  assured  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama and  the  country.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  further 
attack  the  State  in  general;  he  would  rather  he  would  attack  him. 
He  did  hope  they  would  hear  no  more  of  this  general  denunciation — 
as  far,  at  least,  as  the  State  of  Arkansas  was  concerned.  He  did  not 
care  if  the  gentleman  attacked  Alabama,  or  any  other  State,  with  the 
consent  of  those  who  were  to  defend  her;  but  let  him  not  jump  upon 
his  State  because  she  was  small!  Why,  gentlemen  of  magnanimity 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  themselves  for  such  a  course. 

He  was  against  this  amendment  because  this  business  was  already 
placed  in  the  hands  of  honorable  men,  the  Regents  of  the  Institution, 
who  were  fully  competent  to  discharge  the  duty  assigned  to  them; 
and  furthennore,  because  they  were  amply  severe  upon  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  from  the  experience  he  had  had  with  them,  without  other 
men  being  added  to  them. 

Mr.  H.  W.  HiLLiARD  rose  simply  for  the  purpose  of  disclaiming 
any  intention  in  the  remarks  he  had  made  to  assail  the  State  of 
A  rkansjis. 

Mr.  Abraham  R.  McIlvaine  rose,  and  was  understood  to  intimate 
his  desire  to  move  an  amendment.     But  it  was  not  now  in  order. 

The  question  was  thereupon  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Tennessee,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  then  seconded  and  the 
main  (question  was  ordered  to  be  put;  and  under  its  opei-ation  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Truman  Smith  was  adopted. 
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December  12,  1848 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  R.  C.  Winthrop)  announced  the  call  for  petitions 
to  be  in  order,  and  the  call  having  reached  the  State  of  Louisiana — 

Mr.  Isaac  H.  Mobse  observed  that  he  did  not  rise  to  present  a  petition 
from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  but  to  a  privileged  question,  and  he 
asked  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  few  moments.  It  was  to  the 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  that  part  of  the  resolution  for  the 
adoption  of  the  rules  of  the  House  which  rejected  the  application 
for  a  commission  on  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  He  thought,  with- 
out entering  into  any  argument  on  this  subject,  that  the  House  would 
see  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  committee,  in  order  to  meet  the 
views  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Marsh),  as  well 
as  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rhett).  And  he  had 
no  doubt  that  those  of  their  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  who 
desired  to  terminate  all  connection  between  the  Government  and  this 
Institution  would  see  as  well  the  propriety  of  submitting  this  matter 
to  a  committee  who  would  be  authorized,  without  further  instruction, 
to  examine  and  see  whether  it  would  not  be  better,  and  whether  it 
would  not  be  carrying  out  the  trust  which  the  Government  had  sol- 
emnly accepted  from  the  late  James  Smithson,  to  hand  over  all  the 
moneys  which  had  been  received  by  the  United  States  to  an  incorpo- 
rated body,  who  should  have  the  sole  charge  of  the  funds  arising  from 
this  legacy.  Such  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  as 
thought  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  would  be  better  managed  under 
the  surveillance  of  a  committee  must  be  of  the  opinion  that  it  would 
be  well  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  the  House  the  true,  exact  state  of 
that  Institution.  It  was  true  a  very  elaborate,  a  very  able  report  had 
been  made  by  the  Regents;  but  it  was  an  ex  parte  report,  so  far  as  the 
interests  of  this  country  and  the  House  were  concerned.  Let  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  of  capable  men  who  should  take  the  matter  into 
consideration,  and  see  whether  the  ends  of  the  donor  would  be  best 
carried  out  by  keeping  it  under  the  control  of  this  Government,  or 
whether  they  would  not  faithfully  discharge  their  trust,  after  having 
passed  a  law  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  by  disembarrassing 
the  Government  and  the  House  from  all  connection  with  the  Institu- 
tion. He  held  it  to  be  a  responsible  duty  which  this  House  had  taken 
upon  itself,  and  whatever  might  have  been  the  opinion  of  gentlemen 
on  this  side  of  the  House  as  to  the  propriety  of  accepting  the  legacy, 
it  was  now  too  late  to  interpose  any  objections  on  that  score.  The 
two  Houses  of  Congress  were  under  solemn  obligation  faithfully  to 
discharge  the  duty  which,  as  the  trustees  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  and  of  James  Smithson,  they  had  undertaken;  and  that  duty 
could  only  be  discharged  by  referring  the  matter  to  a  committee, 
impartial  in  its  character,  capable  of  examining,  who  should  report 
the  facts  to  this  House  as  to  the  future  conduct  of  this  Institution. 
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He  was  not  disposed  to  cominit  himself  now  to  either  course, 
whether  he  should  be  in  favor  of  continuing  the  connection  of  this 
Institution  with  the  Government  or  not,  or  whether  he  could  see  his 
way  clear  to  disembarrass  the  Government  from  any  further  connection 
with  it.  He  merely  threw  out  the  suggestion  that  if  a  committee  of 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  should  show  them,  should  indicjite  clearly,  that 
this  could  be  done,  then  he  apprehended  there  was  no  gentleman  who 
would  not  be  willing  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  gentlemen  who 
should  have  charge  of  this  Institution.  The  bill  which  established 
this  Smithsonian  Institution  had  passed  hastily  without  having  under- 
gone the  surveillance  of  an}^  committee.  It  was  true  a  distinguished 
gentleman  had  made  an  elaborate  report  from  a  committee  appointed 
on  this  subject,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  but  the  House  would  recollect 
that  that  report  was  rejected,  and  a  substitute,  offered  by  a  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Hough),  which  embodied  some  amendments 
offered  by  himself  (Mr.  Morse)  and  by  other  gentlemen,  w^as  passed,  and 
became  the  act  under  which  the  Institution  was  at  present  organized. 
That  act  was  imperfect  in  itself.  His  objection  to  it  was,  that  so  far 
as  this  House  at  least  was  concerned,  it  was  very  little  discussed,  very 
little  debated.  He  held  that  Congress  could  not  be  true  to  its  trust 
unless  once  in  a  year  or  two  (if  they  were  to  continue  the  management 
of  the  Institution)  they  authorized  and  delegated  a  part  of  their  body 
to  examine  and  report  all  the  facts  of  the  case.  He  did  not  desire  to 
take  a  position  either  with  his  friend  from  Vermont  or  his  friend  from 
South  Carolina,  but  he  did  desire  that  this  House  and  the  country  at 
large  should  ])e  possessed  of  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  disbursement 
and  management  of  the  large  amount  of  money  left  by  this  gentleman, 
and  committed  to  them  as  trustees,  and  the  committee  might  suggest 
some  plan  better  calculated  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  distinguished 
donor  than  this  hasty,  imperfect  act  which  they  had  passed. 

With  these  views  he  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  bv  which 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Johnson)  was 
rejected. 

The  Speaker  said  it  would  be  necessary  first  to  move  to  recotisider 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  announced  the  question  accordingly. 

Mr.  James  Pollock  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table,  which  was  agreed  to — yeas,  107;  nays,  76;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Aahmun,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Bayly,  Beale, 
Belcher,  Blackinar,  Blanchard,  Botts,  Boydon,  Wm.  G.  Brown,  Butler,  Canby,  Chap- 
man, Clingman,  Cocke,  Col  lamer.  Conger,  Cranston,  Crowell,  Dickey,  Donnell,  Gamett 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Faran,  Farrelly,  Fisher, 
Floumoy,  Fulton,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Gott,  Green,  Greeley,  Gregory,  Grinnell, 
Hale,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Henry, 
Isaac  E.  Holmes,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingcrsoll,  Jenkins,  James  H.Johnson, 
George  VV.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  I^wrence,  Ixjffler,  Ligon^ 
Lincoln,  Lumpkin,  Mcllvaine,  McKay,  McLane,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Mullin,  Mur- 
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phy,  Nelson,  Nes,  NicoU,  Outlaw,  Peck,  Pollock,  Preston,  Putnam,  Rhett,  Julius  Rock- 
well, John  A.  Rockwell,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Shepperd,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Slingerland, 
Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Strohm,  Strong, Talimadge,Taylor, 
Thibcxieaux,  Thomas,  James  Thompson,  R.  W.  Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson, 
Tompkins,  Van  Dyke,  Walla^^e,  Warren,  White,  Wick,  and  Wilson — 107. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bedinger,  Bingham,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Brady,  Brodhead,  Charles 
Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Buckner,  Cathcart,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Crozier,  Cummins,  Daniel,  Darling,  Dickinson,  Dixon,  Duer, 
Edwards,  Embree,  Featherston,  Ficklin,  Freedley,  French,  Fries,  Gaines,  llammon^-, 
Haralson,  Harris,  Hill,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  Inge,  Irvin,  Iverson,  Kaufman,  Kellogg,  Ken- 
non,  Lahm,  La  Sere,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Levin,  Lord,  Lynde,  Maclay,  Job  Mann,  Marsh, 
Miller,  Morris,  Morse,  Palfrey,  Peasley,  Phelps,  Richardson,  Richey,  Robinson,  Rock- 
hill,  Root,  Sawyer,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Jacob 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Thurston,  Tuck,  Venable,  Vinton, 
Wentworth,  Wiley,  Williams,  and  Woodward — 76. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

API^OINTMENT   OF   REGENTS. 

By  the  Vice-President, 
December  30,  1847— Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sidney  Breese,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  member  be  appointed  by  the  Vice-President  to  fill  the  vacancy  in 
the  Board  of  Regents,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Lewis  Cass. 

Jeffei-son  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  was  appointed  by  the  Vice-President. 

APPOINTMENT  OF   REGENTS. 

By  the  Speaker, 
December  22,  1847— House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  R.  C.  Winthrop)  reappointed  Henry  W.  Hil- 
liard,  of  Alabama,  a  regent  of  the  said  Institution;  and  appointed 
George  P.  Marsh,  of  Vermont,  and  Robert  McClelland,  of  Michigan, 
to  the  Board  of  Regents  on  the  part  of  the  House,  in  the  place  of 
W.  J.  Hough  and  R.  D.  Owen,  whose  terms  had  expired. 

APPOINTMENT   OF   REGENTS. 

By  joint  resolution. 
March  4,  1848— Senate. 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  appointing  regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

December  11,  1848 — Senate. 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  on  leave,  introduced  joint 
resolution: 

Resolved,  etc,  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  of  the  class  **  other  than  members  of  Congress,"  be  filled  by  the 
reappointment  of  the  late  incumbents,  viz:  Rufus  Choate,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Gideon  Hawley,  of  New  York. 
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Mr.  Davis  explained  the  necessity  for  the  immediate  passage  of  the 
resolution,  as  a  meeting  of  the  Regents  would  take  place  on  Wednes- 
day, and  it  was  important  that  the  Board  should  be  fully  organized. 

Passed. 

December  11,  1848 — House. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of  Regents  in 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  taken  up  and  passed. 

December  19,  1848. 

Resolved,  etc..  That  the  vacancies'! in  the  Board  of  Regenta  of  the  SmitljFonian 
Institution,  of  the  class  **otlier  than  inenihers  of  Congress,"  be  tille<l  by  the 
reapj>ointnient  of  the  late  incumbents,  viz:  Rufus  Choate,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Gideon  Hawley,  of  New  York. 

(Stat.  IX,  417.) 

REPORT  OF  THE   SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION. 

January  5, 1848 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  R.  C.  Winthrop)  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  showing  the  opera- 
tions, expenditures,  and  condition  of  that  Institution  for  the  past  year. 
-  Mr.  John  W.  Houston,  of  Delaware,  moved  to  lay  the  report  on 
the  table,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Andrew  iTohnson,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  the  question  separately  on  each  bninch  of  the 
motion. 

The  question  was  divided  accordingly,  and  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  laid  on  the  table.  The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to 
print — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  opposed  the  printing  at  present.  The 
House  saw,  in  the  proposition  to  print  this  cumbrous  document,  a 
beginning  of  what  had  been  anticipated  by  some  who  were  opposed  to 
this  Institution.  Here  was  a  long  report,  accompanied  by  many  doca- 
ments,  and  this  House  was  called  upon  to  print  them,  and  he  expected 
they  would  have  a  proposition  soon  to  print  an  extra  number.  It  was 
true  the  law  establishing  this  Institution  provides  that  the  Regents 
should  make  a  report  to  the  House,  but  before  this  report  was  printed, 
before  an  order  to  print  was  made,  the  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  ought  to  be  established  and  ought  to  report  to  the  House 
the  propriety  of  having  this  report  and  the  accompanying  doc'uments 
printed. 

Perhaps  it  might  be  considered  by  some,  as  he  from  the  begiiming 
had  opposed  this  Institution,  that  he  had  some  personal  dislike  to  those 
connected  with  it,  or  that  he  was  operated  upon  from  some  other 
unworthy  consideration,  that  produced  his  opposition  to  it.  He  availed 
himself  of  this  occasion  to  disavow  anything  of  this  kind.  He  wanted 
this  committee  established;  he  wanted  everything  connected  with  this 
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Institution  referred  to  this  committee.    Let  that  committee  report  the 
result  of  their  investigation  to  this  House. 

But  while  he  was  upon  the  floor,  there  were  some  othqr  things  to 
which  he  would  advert,  for  it  was  very  diflScult  for  him  to  get  the  floor 
here  on  any  given  subject.  He  had  had  the  honor  of  making  a  few 
remarks  the  other  day  upon  the  resolution  providing  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  committee  upon  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  but  before  he 
had  concluded  his  remarks  the  House  adjourned,  and  the  resolution 
had  laid  over  from  that  day.  The  whole  thing  was  left  in  the  fog,  and 
no  one  could  tell  when  it  would  be  reached  again. 

He  had  no  personal  hostility  to  this  Institution.  He  appreciated 
and  approved  the  design  of  the  donor.  He  thought  the  motives  and 
intentions  of  Mr.  Smithson  were  good;  but  this  thing  had  received  an 
improper  direction,  and  was  already  beginning,  as  he  had  remarked, 
to  result  in  a  large  annual  expenditure  to  this  Government,  and  Con- 
gress were  called  upon  to  appropriate  sum  after  sum  for  printing  and 
for  other  expenses  in  getting  up  this  Institution,  which  was  to  result 
in  no  good  to  the  Government  or  the  country.  What  good  could  result 
from  this  Institution,  with  its  peculiar  organization?  Why,  it  would 
have  lx»en  much  better,  and  would  no  doubt  have  fulfilled  the  good 
intentions  and  motives  of  the  man's  heart,  had  he  bequeathed  this  sum 
to  the  United  States  to  be  expended  in  erecting  schoolhouses  of  some 
description  in  this  District,  and  in  the  districts  throughout  the  country, 
in  which  the  common  children  of  the  countrv  could  be  educated.  It 
would  have  been  diffusing  knowledge  among  men  more  profitably, 
more  in  accordance  with  the  design  of  the  donor.  But  what  good  has 
this  Institution  done,  as  now  organized? 
June  1,  1848— Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi, 

RcBolvedy  That  one  thousaiul  iuiditioiial  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  l)e  printed  for  tlie  use  of  the  Senate. 

July  7,  1848Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  James  A.  Pearce, 

Iti'Mfln-il^  That  one  hundred  and  lifty  copies  of  the  report  of  the  R<»jrents  of  tlie 
Smithsonian  Institution,  printe<l  fur  the  iuh^  of  the  Senate,  he  furnished  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  thtj  Institution,  for  the  ust»  of  said  Institution. 

February  19,  1849— House. 

Mr.  II.  W.  HiLLiARD  presented  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Kegents 

of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  showing  the;  oix>nitions,  ex|X'ndilur('s, 

and  condition  of  that  Institution  to  the  present  time.     Laid  on  the 

ta})le,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

February  22,  1849— Senate. 

Mr.  James  M.  Mason  presented  the  annual  report  of  the  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  and  moved  that  one  thousand  copies 
be  printed  for  the  use?  of  the  Senate.     Agreed  to. 
II.  Doc.  7S2 30 
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AMENDMENT  TO  ACT  Or  ORGANIZATION. 

March  13,  1848— House. 

Mr.  Elisha  Embree  offered  the  followiug  preamble  and  resolution: 

Wherea'^  Jumet*  Sinithsou,  e.-'q.,  by  IiIh  la»t  will  and  testament,  having  ^ven  the 
whule  of  his  ])roi>erty,  now  amounting  to  more  than  $7lX),000,  to  the  United  States 
to  found  an  establishment  for  the  inoreai?c  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men, 
and  Congress,  to  carry  out  the  lil)eral  designs  of  the  donor,  having  passi^d  an  act 
entitled  *'An  act  to  estahlLsh  the  iSmiths<^)nian  Institution  for  the  increaise  and  diffu- 
sion of  knowledges  among  men,"  approve*!  August  10, 1846;  and  whereas  oflBcers  have 
been  appointed  »m<ler  said  act  and  are  proceeding  to  erect  a  building  which,  with  the 
impn)vements  attached,  according  to  their  estimate,  is  to  cost  about  $250,000;  and 
said  officers  are  about  to  establish  in  said  building,  with  the  fimds  of  the  Institution, 
a  library  to  contain  100,000  volumes,  a  museum  on  a  large  scale,  a  chemic^al  labora- 
tory, lecture  rooms  fur  the  purpose  of  delivering  lectures,  and'a  gallery  of  art;  and 
whereas  all  of  said  objects  are  loi-al  in  their  nature  and  confined  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington and  its  vicinity,  when  the  design  of  the  liberal  donor  was  not  only  the  increase 
of  kn«jwledge  but  the  diffusion  of  it  amongst  men  for  the  general  goo<l;  and  whereas 
sai«l  act  provides  "that  there  is  reserved  to  Congress  the  right  of  altering  or  amend- 
ing, adding  to,  or  re|)ealing  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act:"  Tlierefore  Ije  it 

liesolvedj  That  the  Committee  of  the  Library  inqUire  into  the  expediency  of  so  chang- 
ing and  modifying  said  act  as  to  t^stablish  a  department  in  said  Institution  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  and  arranging  information  on  agriculture,  common-school  edu- 
cation, political  economy,  and  the  useful  arts  and  scien(res;  whic^h  information, 
together  with  the  useful  lectures  that  may  be  delivered  in  said  Institution,  shall  be 
publishe<l  and  circulated  gratuitously  among  the  i^eople,  so  as  .to  (^arrA'  out  the  design 
of  the  testator  in  diffusing  useful  knowledge  amongst  men,  and  that  said  committee 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Adopted. 
fiugust  8, 1848— House, 

Mr.  W.  C.  Preston,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Librarv.  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  March  18,  1848,  relative 
to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  reported  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved^  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  change  and  modify  the  act  establishing  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  in  the  manner  proposed  in  said  resolution. 

Resolredy  That  the  committee  be  dis(!harge<l  from  the  further  consideration  of  said 
resolution,  and  that  it  be  laid  ui>on  the  table. 

Agreed  to. 

INTERNATIONAL  EXCHANGES. 
June  26,  1848. 

Be  It  enacted^  f/fc.^  That  the  joint  committee  on  the  Library  shall 
appoint  such  agents  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  deem  requisite,  to 
carry  into  effect  the  donation  and  exchange  of  such  documents  and 
other  publications  as  have  been,  or  shall  be,  placed  at  their  disposed  for 
the  purpose. 

Sec.  2.  A)tclhe!tfnrthej*e7uuied„  That  all  l)ooks  transmitted  through 
such  agents  for  the  use  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  government  of  a  State  or  of  its  legislature,  or  of  any  department 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States  or  of  a  State,  or  of  the  Academy 
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at  West  Point,  or  of  the  National  Institute,  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
United  States  duty  free. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sum  of  $2,000  is  hereby 
appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasurj^  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated; and  the  same  is  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  Library  Committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  such  agency  and  donation,  and 
exchange,  and  of  paying  the  expenses  already  incurred  in  relation 
thereto. 

(Stat.,  IX.,  240.) 
June  30,  1848. 

Resolved^  etc, ,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  furnish  to 
Alexandre  Vattemare  one  complete  series  of  the  standard  weights  and 
measures  of  the  United  States,  now  in  the  Department  of  State,  to  be 
presented  to  the  government  of  France;  and  that  he  furnish  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Library  twenty-five  copies  of  the  revolutionary 
archives,  and  an  etjual  number  of  copies  of  Little  and  Brown's  edition 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  to  l>e  disposed  of  by  them  for  the 
purposes  of  international  exchange. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  resolved^  That  seven  copies  of  the  works 
of  the  exploring  expedition  now  published,  and  an  equal  number  of 
such  of  the  works  of  the  same  as  may  hereafter  be  published,  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Joint  Library  Committee  of  Congress  for  the 
purposes  of  international  exchange. 

(Stat.,  IX,  336.) 

EXPLORING   EXPEDITION. 
August  12,  1848. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  act  for  1849. 

For  continuing  the  publication  of  the  works  of  the  exploring  expe- 
dition, including  the  printing  of  the  charts,  the  pay  of  the  scientific 
coips,  salary  of  the  horticulturist,  and  care  of  the  collection,  $30,753. 

(Stat.,  IX,  21)7.) 
February  1,  1849. 

Be  it  enarted^  etc.^  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  be  authorized  and  directed,  in  the  settlements  of 
the  accounts  of  the  forward  officers  of  the  late  Exploring  Expedition, 
under  the  command  of  Charles  Wilkes,  esquire,  to  allow  them  the 
extra  pa}'  of  ^250  per  annum,  credited  to  said  officers  on  the  pay  rolls 
rendered  on  the  arrival  of  said  expedition  in  the  United  States,  agree- 
ablv  to  the  direction  of  said  conmiander. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  macted^  That  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed,  in  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Lieutenant  Cadwallader  Ringgold,  late 
commanding  the  United  States  brig  Porpoise,  attached  to  the  Explor- 
ing Expedition,  to  allow  and  credit  him  in  the  extra  pay  for  scientific 
duties,  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  per  annum,  and  upon  the  principle  applied 
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to  the  accounts  of  Lieutenant  W.  L.  Hudson,  then  commanding  the 
United  States  sloop  Peacock,  attached  to  said  expedition. 
(Stat.,  IX,  344.) 

March  2,  1849, 

Resolved^  etc.^  That  the  librarian  of  Congress  be,  and  is  hereby, 
directed  to  procure  and  deliver  to  the  Secretary  of  State  two  copies  of 
volumes  six  and  seven  of  the  Narrative  of  the  Exploring  Expedition 
under  Captain  Wilkes;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  directed 
to  deliver  them  to  the  government  of  Russia  in  lieu  of  those  hereto- 
fore delivered,  which  were  lost  at  sea  on  their  passage  to  Russia;  and 
that  the  cost  of  the  same  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  heretofore  appro- 
priated to  the  publication  of  the  works  of  the  Exploring  Expedition. 

Sec.  2.  A?td  he  !t  further  resolved^  That  the  librarian  of  Congress 
deliver  one  copy  of  the  works  of  the  Exploring  Expedition,  as  they 
shall  be  completed,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  presented  by  him 
to  the  government  of  Ecuador. 

(Stat.  IX,  418.) 

March  3,  1849. 

Civil  and  diplomatioac^t,  1850. 

For  continuing  the  publication  of  the  works  of  the  exploring  expe- 
dition, including  the  salary  of  the  horticulturist,  and  addition  to  the 
greenhouse,  ^16,000. 

(Stat.  IX,  365.) 
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EXPLORLNG   EXPEDITION. 
February  20,  1850. 

Resolved^  etr.,^  That  of  the  thirty-seven  copies  of  the  Narrativ^e  and 
Scientific  works  of  the  Exploring  Expedition,  deposited  and  to  be 
deposited  in  the  library  of  Congress  one  cop}'  shall  be  presented  to 
each  of  the  Territories  of  Oregon,  Minnesota,  and  such  other  Territo- 
ries as  ma\'  be  hereafter  organized  by  act  of  Congress,  to  belong  to  the 
Territorial  libraries  of  such  Territories,  respectively,  and  to  stand  in 
the  place  of  the  copy  each  of  those  Territories  would  be  entitled  to 
receive  ui)on  being  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State. 

(Stat.  IX,  561.) 

September  30,  1850. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  act  for  1S51. 

For  continuing  the  publication  of  the  works  of  the  Exploring  Expe- 
dition,  including  the  printing  of  the  charts,  the  pay  of  the  scientific 
corps,  salary  of  the  horticulturist,  and  care  of  the  collections,  l?25,000. 

(Stat.  IX",  643.) 
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February  24, 1851 — House. 

Mr.  Jacob  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
clause  appropriating  money  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Library 
of  Congress,  viz: 

To  enable  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  publish  a  new  edition  of  Wilkes*  Narra- 
tive and  the  accompanying  series  of  i>aix?rs,  the  j)lates  and  ei^gravinj^  of  which  have 
l)een  made  at  the  expi»nsc  of  the  United  »States,  l)ts  and  they  are  hereby,  ordertMl  to 
Ix'  delivered  over  to  the  said  Institution,  to  be  useil  for  that  purpose. 

He  said  that  as  these  plates  were  valuable  and  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  did  not  propose  to  use  them,  he  should  l)e  glad  that 
some  use  might  l)e  made  of  them.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  was  as  proper  a  party  to  whom  to  intrust  these 
plates  for  i)ublit»ation  as  any.  Congress  had  already  provided  for  the 
distribution  of  lxK>ks  published  !)v  that  Institution.  He  (Mr.  Thomp- 
son) did  not  wish  that  they  should  Ije  published  and  distributed  among 
meml)ers,  ])ut  its  it  was  really  a  valuable  work  and  a  new  edition  was 
called  for,  he  thought  it  was  proper  that  the  publication  should  !)e 
intrusted  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  John  Wentworth  (interposing)  said  that  he  thought  that  it 
was  quite  proper  that  copies  of  the  work  should  be  distributed  among 
m(*ml)ers  of  Congress.  He  would  therefore  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  to  modify  his  amendment  so  as  to  furnish  each  memlM'r  of 
Congress  with  a  copy  of  Wilkes'  Exploring  Expedition.  H<»  had 
been  a  member  of  that  l)ody  eight  years,  and  although  he  had  received 
copies  of  other  w^orks,  he  had  never  received  a  copy  of  this,  nor  had 
he  ever  heard  of  other  mem}>ers  receiving  copies. 

!Mr.  Jacob  ifiiOMPSON  stated  that  only  alK)ut  one  hundred  copies 
had  l)een  published. 

Mr.  Wentwouth  said  that  he  was  entirely  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment unless  modified  as  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  Thompson  wished  to  explain  that  the  original  resolution  pro- 
vided for  the  publication  of  only  one  hundred  copies.  Th(»re  was  a 
great  demand  for  the  work,  and  it  wius  desinil»le  to  have  copies  that 
might  Ik*  furnished  to  different  foreign  nations.  There  W(»re  only,  he 
iK^lieved,  twenty  copies  left  in  the  Library. 

Mr.  Wentworth  inquired  if  it  had  ever  l>een  distributed  to  meml>ers 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  that  copies  never  had  b*»on  distributed  among 
membt»rs. 

Mr.  Wentworth  requested  the  gentleman  fi'oin  Mississippi  to 
modifv  his  amendment  as  he  had  desired. 

Mr.  Thomi'son  said  that  l)ooks  published  by  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution were  distributed  among  the  various  libraries,  and  he  was 
willing  that  such  a  distribution  .should  take  place. 

Mr.  Wentworth  again  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
would  modify  his  amendment. 
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Mr.  Thompson  said  that  hc»  was  opposed  to  giving  copies  to  ineuib«?r8 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  Wentworth  then  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Thompson's  amend- 
ment by  adding  that  a  eopy  of  the  work  should  be  furnished  to  each 
Senator,  Representative,  and  Delegate  to  the  present  Congress. 

Mr.  Thaddeus  Stevens  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment.  He  understood  that  the  original  amendment 
merely  contemplated  giving  the  plates  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
for  that  Institution  to  publish  them.  Congress  had  a  ptu'feet  right  to 
do  this,  but  he  could  not  undei-stand  by  w^hat  right  they  could  call 
upon  the  Institution  to  furnish  a  copy  to  each  memlier  of  Congress 
from  its  own  resources.  If  Congress  intended  granting  an  appropri- 
ation to  defray  the  expense  of  the  publication  and  distribution,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  proposed,  he  would  have  no  objection  to  it^ 
but  unless  such  an  appropriation  w^ere  made  he  should  feel  himself 
compislled  to  vote  against  the  gentleman's  amendment. 

The  (piestion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wentworth's  amendment,  and 
it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Th(mipson-s  amendment,  and  it 
was  adopted. 

March  3,  1851. 

V\\\\  and  diplomatic,  ai't  for  1852. 

To  enable  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  publish  a  new  edition  of 
Wilkes'  Narrative  and  the  accompanying  series  of  papers;  the  plates 
and  engravings  which  have  been  made  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States  to  be  turned,  and  they  are  hereby  ordered  to  be  delivered  over 
to  the  said  Institution  to  be  used  for  that  purpose. 

(Stat,  IX,  699.) 

March  3,  1851. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  pervice  for  1852. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  for  continuing  the  prepara- 
tion and  publication  of  the  works  of  the  exploring  expedition,  includ- 
ing the  pay  of  the  scientific  corps,  care  of  property,  payment  for 
printing,  and  paper,  and  other  contracts  under  the  law  of  1842,  author- 
izing the  prepai^ation  and  publication  of  said  works,  $25,000. 

(Stat.,  IX,  626.) 

CARE   OP  GOVERNMENT   (X)LLEGTIONS. 
kprll  15,  1850— Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  completion  of  the  Patent  Office  being  under  consid- 
eration, Mr,  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  said: 

Mr.  President:  What  the  wants  of  the  Patent  Office  are  now  is  one 
thing,  and  what  those  wants  will  be  in  a  few  years  is  another  and  an 
entirely  different  thing.     Not  only  from  the  report  of  the  last  Com- 
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missioner  of  Patents,  hut  from  inspection,  if  anyone  choose  to  make 
it  and  see  the  condition  of  things  in  that  department,  I  think  it  may 
bi*,  denied  that  there  is  room  enough  in  the  present  building  for  the 
wants  of  the  department.  If  I  understand  the  report  of  the  present 
Commissioner  of  Patents  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  argu- 
ment against  the  want  of  further  room  by  the  Patent  Department  is 
based  upon  the  supposition  that  all  which  now  l)elongs  to  the  National 
Institute,  all  coimected  with  the  exploring  expedition  which  now  tills 
the  museum  of  the  Patent  Office,  is  to  be  transferred  to  the  Smithson- 
ian Institution.  That  seems  to  be  the  basis  of  the  conclusion.  Now, 
sir,  I  wish  to  state  to  th(»  Senate  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  impose 
upon  that  Institution  th(5  duty  of  taking  charge  of  this  collection  of 
the  exploring  expedition  —we  may  infer  from  their  act — nor  did  the}' 
ever  intend  to  do  so.  They  gave  to  that  Institution  the  right  to  take 
all  such  curiosities  brought  home  by  the  exploring  expedition  as  might 
be  desired  for  that  Institution,  and  I  will  inform  the  Senate  that  it  is 
not  the  intention  of  the  presejit  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  to  take  charge  of  the  museum  of  the  Patent  Office,  and 
the  room  appropriated  to  these  curiosities  will  be  required  hereafter 
as  now. 
January  28,  fSSfSettate. 

Mr.  Isaac  P.  Walker,  of  Wisconsin,  submitted  resolution,  which 
laid  over  one  dav  under  the  rule. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  SmitliHonian  Institution  be  directed  to 
inform  the  Senate  whv  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  entitle<l  *Mn  act  to  establish  the 

w 

Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowIe<lge  among  men  " 
has  not  l)een  complieii  with  by  making  suitable  arrangements  for  the  reception  of 
the  "objects  of  art,"  etc.,  named  in  said  section. 

January  30,  1851 — Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr, 
Isaac  P.  Walker  on  January  28. 

Mr.  •Tefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi.  I  hope  that  the  resolution  will 
not  be  favorablv  entertained  bv  the  Senate.  The  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution  is  not  a  department  of  the  Government,  and  I  hope  Congress 
will  never  undertake  to  take  charge  of  it.  This  is  a  call  upon  the 
Board  of  Regents  to  explain  to  us  something  in  connection  with  the 
execution  of  their  duty.  If  it  were  a  proper  and  a  well-founded  call,  I 
should  still  think  it  improper  for  Congress  to  interfere  with  the  admin- 
istmtion  of  a  fund  which  it  has  confided  to  a  Board  of  Regents  not 
entirely  fonned  of  members  of  Congress  and  not  responsible  to  it. 
An  examination  of  the  charter  would  have  shown  the  Senator  who 
introduced  the  resolution  that  there  was  no  obligation  on  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  to  receive  the  museum,  which,  I  suppose,  is  the  mat- 
ter referred  to,  but  that,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  considered  a  grant, 
which  the  Government  was  willing  to  make,  in  a  friendly  spirit,  of 
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objects  of  art  and  curiosity  whenever  the  Institution  should  appoint 
some  person  to  rc^ceivc  them.  It  is  obligatory  to  deliver,  but  not  to 
receive.  In  some  other  eountries  there  is  a  courtesy  i)et\veen  the  king 
and  his  ministers  that  a  minister  shall  never  refuse  a  present.  In 
Siam  whenever  the  Kinj(  wishes  to  crush  a  minister  he  sends  him  the 
present  of  an  elephant.  The  minister  can  not  refuse  the  present, 
because  it  comes  from  the  King,  but  the  expense  of  keeping  the  pres- 
ent crushes  the  minister.  It  is  exactly  such  a  present  that  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  wishes  to  force  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  receive. 
It  is,  a  present  the  charge  of  which  would  d(»duct  very  greatly  from 
the  means  of  the  Institution  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  its  donor — a 
foreigner  who  gave  a  fund  for  a  sj)ecial  o]>ject  enumenited  in  his  will. 

If  it  were  in  the  power  of  this  Government  to  charge  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  with  the  keeping  of  this  museum,  I  should  deem 
it  more  than  improper  in  the  Government  to  transfer  an  extensive 
collection  which  it  holds,  and  fasten  the  charge  of  maintaining  it  uix)n 
the  fund  given  by  a  foreigner  for  thein(;rease  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men,  and  theestalilishmentof  an  institution  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  be  located  at  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  United  States. 
But  it  is  clearly  not  within  the  power  of  Congress  to  charge  tiiat  fund 
with  the  keeping  up  of  any  establishment  which  the  GovernnnMit  may 
choose  either  t<j  cr(»ate  or  which  it  may  now  have  in  its  i)ossession, 
and  which  would  pervert  the  trast  from  its  proper  use. 

If  the  Senator  had  examined  the  charter  he  would  have  found  still 
further  (hat  in  the  kindness  which  prevailed,  and  the  anticipation  of 
a  good  understanding  between  that  Institution  and  Congress,  terms 
so  general  were  employed  that  a  power  was  given  to  the  Institution 
to  strip  the  Rc^tunda  of  the  paintings  which  now  adorn  it,  to  take  the 
models  from  the  Patent  Office,  not  merelv  the  museum  which  is  col- 
lect(Kl  as  the  result  of  exploring  expeditions,  but  everything  which 
that  Institution,  if  they  claim  the  strict  letter  of  the  law,  might  choose 
to  abstract  from  the  various  departments  of  the  Government.  But, 
without  going  into  this  question,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  fact  that  here  is  an  institution  founded  ])y  the  iMMjuest  of  a 
foreigner,  of  which  ])equest  the  United  States,  properly  or  improp- 
erly 1  will  not  now  stop  to  consider,  have  taken  charge  as  triLsteo, 
and  to  administer  which  fund  they  have  organized  a  Board  of  Regents. 
Its  active  operations  have  already  been  encmnbered  ])y  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  requiring  them  to  erect  an  exjnMisiv**  building 
with  apartments  for  a  museiun  and  gtilU^ry  of  art.  Now  it  is  pro- 
])osed  to  encumber  them  still  further  by  charging  them  with  keeping 
a  large*  nmseum  of  the  United  States  with  which  that  Institution  has  no 
proper  connection.  It  is  no  i)art  of  the  general  plan  of  that  Institu- 
tion to  collect  a  large  mus(»um.  The  object  is,  ju'cording  to  the  will 
of  the  founder,  to  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge  among  men.     They 
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therefore  only  wish  to  collect  those  things  which  are  not  to  be  found 
in  the  other  nuiseunis  of  the  country.  They  only  wish  to  ex])lore 
fields  which  have  not  been  trodden  before. 

The  object  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin — the  effect  of  his  con- 
struction if  sustained— is  to  cripple  that  fund  in  the  very  object  for 
which  it  was  given,  and  encumber  it  with  the  keeping  of  a  great  col- 
lection of  art  which  now  belongs  to  the  United  States.  I  do  hoi>e 
that  the  Senate  will  reject  the  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce.  Mr.  President,  after  what  has  been  said  bv  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  say  anything 
more.  But  I  wish  to  state  two  considerations  which  I  trust  will  l)e 
suflBcient  to  induce  the  Senate  not  to  adopt  the  resolution.  In  the  first 
place,  the  resolution  assumes  that  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith 
sonian  Institution  have  neglected  their  duty.  I  think  it  can  very  easily 
be  shown  that  they  have  not  neglected  this  or  any  other  duty  imposed 
upon  them.  In  the  next  place,  all  the  information  which  the  Senate 
can  possibly  derive  from  an}'  communication  the  Board  of  Regents 
might  make  in  answer  to  such  a  call  is  already  in  the  possession  of  the 
Senate.  The  last  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  has  been  laid 
before  the  Senate  and  printed.  That  report  explains  fully  their  system 
of  operations  from  the  time  of  their  organization.  It  sets  forth  the 
scheme  of  finance  which  they  adopted,  and  in  pursuance  of  that  scheme 
of  finance,  the  enlargement  of  the  principid  fund,  which  was  rather 
small,  for  the  great  objects  of  the  institution.  They  propose  to  extend 
the  erection  of  the  building  over  a  series  of  years  instead  of  complet- 
ing it  at  once  by  the  whole  sum  which  the  act  of  Congress  authorized 
them  to  apply  for  that  purpose.  They  have  erected  the  building 
slowly,  so  as  to  apply  the  accruing  interest  to  the  enlargement  of  the 
fund  and  the  increase  of  the  general  endowment  of  the  institution. 
The  plan  of  the  building  under  which  it  is  now  being  erected  is  pre- 
cisely that  which  was  adopted  in  the  first  instance  by  the  Board  of 
Regents,  and  which,  if  it  be  completed,  will,  if  Congress  choose  to 
compel  the  institution  to  accejjt  of  this  donation,  enable  them  to 
accommodate  this  nuiseum.  The  central  building  will  accommodate 
the  librar\'  which  it  is  proposed  the  institution  shall  have,  and  also  the 
miLseiun  of  art.  The  upper  story  of  the  central  building  is  designed 
for  the  museum  of  art,  where  the  collections  now  in  the  Patent  Office 
can  1)6  placed  if  Congress  insist  upon  it.  They  have,  therefore,  neg- 
lected no  duty;  they  have  done  their  duty  properly,  judiciously, 
economically,  faithfully.  I  suppose  no  one  will  charge  them  with  a 
dereliction  of  duty  becaase  they  have  endeavored  to  increase  the  prin- 
cipal fund,  with  the  view  of  having  the  institution  better  enabled  to 
carry  out  the  great  and  noble  purposes  of  its  founder. 

We  have,  therefore,  all  the  information  which  we  can  desire,  and  I 
see  no  necessitv  for  the  resolution  of  the  Senator.     I  would  mention 
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that  in  the  hist  anniial  report  there  is  a  distinct  expression  of  tho  will 
of  the  Board  of  Rej^ents  that  tl^ov  should  not  be  compelled  to  accept 
of  this  donation,  and  their  belief  that  under  tho  law  as  it  now  is  they 
can  not  be  compelled  to  accept  it,  and  that  it  would  be  a  present 
which  would  be  very  expensive  to  them  and  take  from  their  funds  that 
which  might  be  ased  for  much  more  useful  puii>oses. 

Mr.  H.  S.  FooTE.  I  rise  simply  for  the  purpose  of  moving  to  lay 
tho  resolution  on  the  table.  I  am  sure  mv  friend  from  Wisconsin  will 
feel  satisfied,  after  the  explanation  which  has  been  given,  that  no  good 
can  result  to  the  country  by  further  pressing  this  resolution.  With 
the  view  of  avoiding  any  further  debate,  unless  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin wishes  to  Tk;  heard  on  his  resolution,  and  inasmuch  as  tho  time 
has  arrived  for  the  considenition  of  the  s[M;cial  order,  I  shall  move  to 
lay  this  resolution  on  the  table.  If  my  friend  from  Wisconsin  will 
promise  to  make  a  very  short  s}x»e«*h,  and  then  make  the  motion,  how- 
ever, I  will  withdraw  it;  but  otherwise  1  can  not. 

Mr.  1.  P.  Walkek.  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words,  but  do  not  wish  to 
promise  to  make  any  such  motion. 

Mr.  FooTE.  Then  I  must  insist  u^wn  the  motion. 

Mr.  Walker.  I  ask,  is  this  fair? 

Mr.  FooTE.  It  is  perfectly  courteous.     I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that 
.  1  wish  to  proceed  with  the  discussion  of  another  imporbmt  question, 
and  that  is  the  reason  1  make  the  motion,  but  which  I  will  withdraw 
provided  the  Senator  will  renew  it. 

Mr.  Walker."  I  will  make  the  motion,  })ut  not  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Fc)OTE.  Then  I  withdniw  mv  motion. 

Mr.  Wat-ker.  I  should  not,  perhaps,  have  said  anything  on  this 
resolution  had  it  not  been  for  an  observation  which  fell  from  the  Sena- 
tor from  Mississippi  [Mr.  DavisJ.  He  attributed  to  me  in  emphatic 
terms  an  object  which  was  to  cripple  the  fund,  as  he  said,  ])y  imposing 
upon  it  the  burden  of  this  nuiseum. 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi.  I  did  not  intend  to  charge 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  with  any  improper  motive.  1  merely 
stated  what  the  effect  of  the  proposition  would  be.  But  I  did  not 
believe  that  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  uninvit(Hl  would  have  directed 
his  attention  to  this  subject.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  some  one  sug- 
gested the  resolution  to  him. 

Mr.  I.  P.  Walker.  In  that  the  Senator  is  altogether  mistaken.  I 
have  heard  the  su])ject  spoken  of  in  a  great  many  (quarters,  but  my 
own  mind  suggested  to  me  the  course  1  have  taken  here  and  elsewhere. 
1  think  I  can  appeal  to  the  Senate  that  1  genenilly  intrcKluce  my  own 
thoughts,  and  a  great  many  of  them,  in  opposition  to  what  seems  to 
be  the  mind  of  the  Senate.  I  shall  always  act  on  the  suggestions  of 
my  own  mind  when  right  and  justice  requires  me  to  do  so. 

Both  the  Si»nator  from  Mississippi  and  the  StMiator  from  Maryland 
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are  altogether  mistaken  in  what  I  intended  by  the  resolution.  I  have 
partly  aeeornplished  what  I  intended.  I  wished  information  from  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  and  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  whom  I 
well  knew  were  more  familiar  with  the  subject  than  I  was,  and  ought 
to  be  so,  for  the}"  are,  1  believe,  both  Ilegents  of  the  Institution.  My 
object  was  to  <;all  out  information  on  the  subject.  On  looking  to  the 
sixth  section  of  the  a(!t,  approved  August  10,  1846,  which  was  the  act 
establishing  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  I  was  realh^  at  some  loss  to 
determine  what  it  meant,  and  I  am  anxious  to  get  views  of  the  Board 
of  Regents  upon  that  point.     That  section  is  this: 

Sec:.  6.  Ami  Ite  it  farther  enacted  ^  That,  in  proportion  afl  suitable  arrangements  can 
be  made  for  their  reireption,  all  object*)  of  art  and  of  foreijijn  and  curious  research,  and 
all  objectij  of  natural  liistory,  plants,  and  geolojrical  and  niineralogical  specimens 
belonging,  or  hereafter  to  Ix^long,  t^)  the  United  States,  which  may  be  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  whosesfjever  custody  the  same  may  l)e,  shall  be  delivered  to  such  per- 
sons an  may  be  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Rt»gents  to  retxjive  them,  and  shall  be 
arrange<l  in  such  order  and  so  classed  as  In'st  to  facilitate  the  examination  and  study 
of  them  in  the  building  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  erected  for  the  Institution;  and  the 
Regents  of  said  Institution  shall  afterwards,  as  new  specimens  in  natural  history, 
geology,  or  mineralogy  may  he  obtained  for  the  nuiseum  of  the  Institution  by 
exchanges  of  duplicate  s()ecimens  belonging  to  the  Institution  (which  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  make),  or  by  donation,  which  they  may  receive,  or  otherwise, 
cause  such  new  specimens  to  be  also  appropriately  classed  and  arranged.  And  the 
*  minerals,  books,  manuscript^i,  and  other  proi)erty  of  James  Smithsrjn,  which  have 
been  received  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  afe  now  placed  in  the 
Department  of  State,  shall  be  removeii  to  said  Institution  and  shall  be  preserved 
separate  and  apart  from  the  other  property  of  the  Institution. 

I  was  in  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  section,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  almost  ever^^body  would  be  in  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  Con- 
gress in  its  passage.  A  portion  of  it  looks  as  though  this  was  a  gra- 
tuity, and  another  portion  looks  as  though  it  imposed  an  obligation 
on  the  Institution  to  provide  for  and  receive  those  articles  which  are 
mentioned. 

Then,  looking  at  the  interests  of  the  Patent  Office,  I  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  if  it  was  proper  and  right  that  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  should  take  charge  of  these  things  and  relieve  the  Patent 
Office,  they  should  certainly  do  it.  If  anyone  will  go  to  the  Patent 
Office  and  observe  the  manner  in  which  models  are  kept  he  will  be 
satisfied  that  the  exhibition  room  of  that  office  ought  to  be  clear  and 
the  models  to  be  exhibited  there.  At  present  the  exhibition  room  of 
the  Patent  Office  is  occupied  by  this  cabinet  xyi  curiosities.  Models 
are  crowded  into  places  never  intended  for  them,  and  look  more  like  a 
series  of  brush  heaps  than  anything  else.  A  person  can  .scarcely  get 
one  that  is  not  broken;  one  can  be  scarcely  got  out  of  the  cases  where 
they  are  deposited.  This  is  an  improper  mode  of  keeping  the  models 
of  the  inventors  of  the  country.  Something  should  be  done  to  remedy 
this  evil.     I  think  the  patent  fund  should  be  appropriated  to  the  use 
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of  the  Patent  Office,  and  not  to  the  relief  of  the  other  deimrtments  of 
the  Government.  I  hope  that  the  enlargement  of  the  Patent  Office 
building,  which  has  l>een  paid  for  by  the  patent  fund,  will  not  >X5  used 
for  the  convenience  and  accommodation  of  other  depfirtments.  What 
says  the  Secretar}'^  of  the  Interior?  In  his  last  annual  rejx)rt,  after 
enumemting  various  bureaus  of  his  Department  which  need  additional 
acconunodations,  he  says: 

1  thfR'fore  rtn'ommend  that  the  two  wings  of  the  Patent  Office  Ik.*  finished,  and 
that  thoy  Ik>  appropriated  to  the  aecomniodation  of  the  I)ej>artnient  of  the  Interior 
and  the  different  offi<'tw  thereto  attaclied.  They  will  thus  Ixi  hrought  iinder  one 
roof,  the  coninmnieatiou  between  the  head  of  the  Department  and  the  different 
bureaus  will  by  jjreatly  facilitated,  and  the  records  of  the  Government  safely  lodged 
in  a  firepHHif  building. 

I  had  hoped  when  I  saw^  ^210,468  taken  from  the  patent  fund  for  ft 
beautiful  ]mlace  that  the  models  of  the  inventions  and  the  inventors 
and  mechanics  of  the  countrv  would  receive  some  benefit  from  it;  but 
I  see  it  is  utt^^rly  hopeless,  seeing  this  recommendation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  and  the  wreck  that  is  taking  place  in  the  Patent  Office 
of  the  models  and  inventions  of  the  countrv. 

The  Senator  from  Mississippi  and  the  Senator  from  Maryland  have 
given  me  some  infoniiation  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution.  And  now 
I  would  say  to  those  gentlemen,  both  as  Senators  and  Regents  of  the 
Institution,  that  I  entertain  not  the  least  unkind  feelings  toward  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  On  the  contniry,  I  would  be  willing  to  do 
anything  reasonable  that  is  within  my  power  to  facilitate  its  great 
object  and  the  benefits  which  the  country  expects  to  derive  from  it; 
but  at  the  same  time  I  am  unwilling  to  bestow  benefits  on  that 
Institution  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  old  and  gre^iter  interests  of  the 
patent<?es  and  the  Patent  Office.  With  these  feelings,  I  think  there 
was  no  impropriety  in  offering  the  resolution. 

If  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  not  to  take  charge  of  these  curiosi- 
ties, it  seems  to  me  that  something  should  be  done  to  relieve  the  Pat- 
ent Office  from  its  present  embari^assing  condition  in  relation  to  the 
exhibition  of  its  models.  I  think  the  patent  fund,  the  fund  contrib- 
uted ])y  the  mechanics  and  inventors  of  the  countrv,  ought  to  be  used 
solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  Patent  Office  and  not  for  any  other  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  unconnex?ted  with  that  fund  or  its  interests. 

According  to  my  promise  I  now  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  although  I  shall  vote  against  the  motion  and  hope  it  will  not 
pn»vail. 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi.  Will  the  Senator  withdraw 
the  motion  ? 

Mr.  I.  P.  Walker.  Certainlv. 

Mr.  Davis.  I  shall  consume  l)ut  veiy  little  time.  Having  made  as 
much  explanation  as  I  thought  was  due  to  the  occasion  in  relation  to 
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the  supposition  by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  of  a  personal  or  offen- 
sive application  of  what  I  said,  I  have  nothing  more  to  say  on  that 
point 

The  object  of  the  Senator,  as  directed  to  the  benefit  of  the  inventors 
of  the  country  b}^  providing  a  proper  room  for  the  exhibition  of  the 
models  of  their  inventions,  is  one  in  which  I  very  cordially  sympa- 
thize. The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  have  alre^idy  that  subject 
somewhat  under  consideration.  I  know  quite  well  that  the  models  in 
the  Patent  Office  are  in  such  a  confused  condition  as  not  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  the  law.  The  great  gallerj^  intended  for  the  exhibi- 
tion of  models  is  now  occupied  by  the  museum  which  has  been  referred 
to.  The  present  building,  however,  was  built  by  money  drawn  from 
the  United  States  Treasury,  and  may  l>e  occupied  for  that  purpose. 
The  wing  which  is  being  added  and  built  out  of  the  patent  fund  is 
clearly  a  building  which  should  l)e  for  the  use  of  the  Patent  Office, 
and  1  hope  it  will  not  be  transferred  to  any  other  use.  I  s^Mupathize 
with  the  object  of  the  Senator  in  giving  proper  accommodations  to  the 
models  in  the  Patent  Office,  and  reserving  for  the  use  of  that  office  the 
building  which  is  being  erected  out  of  the  patent  fund.  So  far  we  go 
together. 

I  take  it  for  granteil,  from  the  object  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
and  from  the  plan  on  which  its  operations  have  been  commenced  and 
will  be  conducted,  that  it  will  never  want  such  a  museum  as  that  in  the 
Patent  Office;  still  less  will  it  want  the  garden  of  plants  which  has  been 
collected  by  the  exploring  expedition.  1  suppose  it  would  cost  the 
Institution  not  less  than  ^10,000  a  year  to  support  such  an  establish- 
ment; and  if  it  were  transferred,  Congress,  I  think,  would  be  bound 
to  endow  the  Institution  with  ^10,0(X)  a  year  additional.  I  think  it  is 
quite  appropriate  to  keep  these  natural  curiosities  in  the  Patent  Office. 
They  may  aid  inventive  genius.  Vegetable  growth  and  animal  action 
are  element^s  upon  which  mechanical  invention  rests.  There  would 
therefore  seem  to  be  something  appropriate  in  lodging  them  in  the 
Patent  Office.  If  they  arc  not  to  be  kept  there,  let  the  Government 
provide  a  room  elsewhere,  get  rid  of  them,  destroy  them,  or  give  them 
to  somebodv  that  will  take  them.  But  let  not  the  Government  coerce 
a  fund,  of  which  it  was  the  chosen  trustee,  which  was  granted  by  a 
foreigner  for  a  special  purpose,  with  the  charge  of  keeping  this  col- 
lection. 

Mr.  George  E.  Badger.  I  move  to  lav  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

REI»ORT  OF  THE   SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 
July  23,  f  850— House. 

Mr.  11.  W.  HiLLiARD  requested  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  «Tames  Thompson]  to  waive  his  motion  for  the  regular  order  of 
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business,  so  as  to  enable  him  (Mr.  Hilliard)  to  present  the  annual  report 
of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  His  object 
was  simply  to  present  the  report,  that  it  might  be  laid  uiK>n  the  table 
and  printed. 

Mr.  Jamks  Thompson,  of  Pennsylvania,  insistv<l  on  the  regular  oitler 
of  business. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Howeli.  Cobb)  stated  to  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
})ama  [Mr.  II.  W.  Hilliard]  that  the  report  eould  only  be  introduced 
by  unanimous  consent.  The  regular  order  of  business  was  insisted 
upon,  and  o})jections  were  made  in  several  quarters. 

The  report,  therefore,  was  not  presented. 

July  25,  1850— House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  How^eli.  Cobb)  laid  before  the  House  a  conmiuni- 
cation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  tmnsmitting 
the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion— laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
July  29,  1850— Senate. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  William  R.  KiNti)  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  of  the  Secretiirv  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  trans- 
mitting  the  annual  rei>ort  of  the  Board  of  Regents, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  J?:fferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi, 

(hihrtd.  That  it  bo  referred  to  the  Cominittee  on  Priiitiiijjr,  with  iriHtructioTU)  to 
inquire  into  the  expe<liency  of  printing  5,(XX)  additional  copies  without  the  Appendix. 

July  30,  1850— Senate. 

Mr.  Hannibal  Hamlin,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
in  favor  of  printing  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  with 
5,000  additional  copies  without  the  Appendix,  500  of  which  are  for  the 
use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Agreed  to. 
January  9,  1851 — Senate. 

Mr.  Jkffekson  Davls,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  resolution: 

Rt'folralf  That  the  Committee  on  Printing:  l)e  inatrueteil  t(»  inquire  int»)  the  pro- 
priety of  printing  three  thousantl  extra  copies  of  the  Apj>endix  to  the  reiK)rt  of  the 
RegentH  of  the  Smithsonian  Insititution,  one  thousand  of  whieh  to  l)e  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  Davis.  Mr.  President,  when  I  made  the  motion  to  print  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Regent**  of  the  Smith'^onian  Institu- 
tion I  was  not  acquainted  with  the  value  of  the  A])pendix.  It  contains 
valuable  statistical  and  other  information  respecting  the  libniries  of 
the  United  States,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  would  be  valuable  and 
desirable  to  the  country  at  large. 

Agreed  to. 

March  1,  1851— Senate. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  (Mr.  Howeli.  Cobb)  laid  before  the 
lx)dy  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  coin- 
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niunicutiiig  tho  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Kegent.s  of  said  Institu- 
tion— oi-dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  !Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce  that  it  be  printed,  and  that  2,(XK) 
extra  copies  thereof  1h^  printed,  the  motion  was  refeiTed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 
^arch  7.  1851^Senate. 

On  motion  ])y  Mr.  Socon  Borland,  the  report  of  the*  Board  of  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ik)RLAND.  I  now  move  that  8,(X)0  extra  copies  of  that  report  l>e 
printed. 

Mr.  J.  W.  BiuDBURY.  I  hope  we  will  let  the  matter  of  printing 
documents  lie  over  until  we  meet  for  the  transaction  of  ordinary  legis- 
lative business,  and  not  undertake  enterprises  of  this  kind  at  thistime. 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  of  ^Mississippi.  I  can  not  see  how  the  print- 
ing of  a  report  made  to  Congress  can  properly  ]>e  termed  an  enterprise. 

!Mr.  R.  B.  Rhett.  Who  is  to  print  it  if 

Mr.  Davis.  The  public  printer. 

Mr.  Rhett.  He  savs  he  can  not  do  it. 

Mr.  Ik)RLAND.  That  is  the  old  contractor.  This  goes  to  the  new 
contnictor. 

Mr.  Davis.  1  was  surprised  to  hear  th<»  few  remarks  which  were 
made  on  this  question.  SureU'  Senator  forget  that  the  United  States 
have  accepted  the  ])equest  made  by  a  foreigner  to  found  an  institution 
at  Wa.shington,  and  that  Congress  have  organized  a  Board  of  Regents 
and  given  them  the  charge  of  the  fund  so  left  to  the  United  States  for 
the  benefit  of  mankind;  and  this  is  the  report  of  the  board  so  consti- 
tuted l)y  Congress.  If  there  l>e  anything  more  than  another  which  we 
should  circulate  freely  throughout  the  United  States,  it  is  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  manner  in  which  we  discharge  this  holy  trust  which  we 
have  taken  upon  ourselves.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  is  made  to  Congress  by  authority  as  high  as 
the  report  of  any  conmiittee  of  Congress.  If  it  be  said  that  you  ought 
not  to  print  extni  copies  of  this,  to  that  I  would  reply  that  a  report 
made  by  a  <-ommittee  of  Congress  is  for  the  action  of  (Congress,  and  it 
would  1m»  (|uestionable  whether  the  Senate  should  print  extra  copies  of 
a  report  of  one  of  its  committees:  but  it  is  clear  that  if  you  have 
authority  to  print  for  circulation  and  distribution  at  all,  it  belongs  to 
such  a  document  as  this,  relating  to  a  trust  fund  bequeathed  to  tho 
United  States,  taken  charge  of  by  the  United  States,  and  which  we 
are  now  administ(»ring  through  a  Iteard  of  Regents.  As  to  the  value 
of  the  information  I  will  express  no  opinion. 

Mr.  Rhett.  I  would  ask  my  friend  from  Mississippi  why  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  itself  does  not  print  its  own  proceedings? 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi.  I  said,  I  think,  that  this  was  u  report  to 
Congress.     The  Smithsonian  Institution  does  print  its  contributions  to 


480  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

knowledge,  and  docs  attend  to  their  diffusion  among  men.  Thia, 
however,  is  not  a  contribution  to  human  knowledge,  but  is  a  report  to 
Congress  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Board  of  Regents  execut^^d  the 
trust  confided  to  them. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce.  1  beg  leave  simply  to  a<ld  that  the  law  organizing 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  compels  the  Boanl  of  Regents  to  make  this 
annual  report  to  Congre^ss. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Mason.  I  move  to  amend  the  motion  so  us  to  provide 
that  1,000  copies  shall  l)e  printed  for  the  Institution. 

Mr.  Moses  Norris.  Is  this  the  report  of  a  committee^ 

Mr.  Borland.  It  is  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution;  the  question  of  printing  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing;  the  committee  were  in  favor  of  the  propo- 
sition, but  could  not  make  a  report.  It  has  been  ordered  to  be  printed; 
and  the  proposition  now  is  to  print  3,000  extm  copies. 

Mr.  NoRRis.  Does  it  come  from  the  Committee  on  Printing? 

Mr.  Borland.  It  does. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

INTERNATIONAL    EXCHANGES. 
September  30,  1850. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  act  for  1851. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  international  exchanges  of  books, 
authorized  by  the  act  of  June  26,  1848,  entitled  '"An  jwt  to  regulate 
the  exchangers  of  certain  documents  and  other  publications  of  Congress," 
$2,000. 

(Stat.,  IX,  524.) 

February  27,  1851. 

Resolved^  etc. ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  to  dis- 
tribute, by  mail  or  otherwise,  the  works  now  being  published  by 
authority  of  Congress,  known  as  the  works  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
in  the  manner  following,  to  wit:  *  *  *  to  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, one  copy;  *  *  *  to  the  Joint  CommitU>e  on  the  Library  for 
the  purpose  of  international  exchange,  twelve  <*opies. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  Itfurthin'  remlved^  That  the  works  of  the*  late  John 
Adams,  published  and  being  published,  for  which  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  have  subscribed,  be  distributed  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
herein  provided  for  the  distribution  of  the  works  of  the  late  Alexander 
Hamilton,  except  the  live  copies  to  Mrs.  Kliza  Hamilton. 

(Stat.,  IX,  (UO.) 

March  3,  1851. 

CivW  an<l  diplomatic  act  for  1852. 

Of  the  Annals  of  Congress  *  *  *  twenty -live  <opies  for  inter- 
national exchanges  *  ♦  ♦  two  copies  to  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution. 

(Stat.,  IX,  595K) 


THIRTY-FIB8T   CONGRESS,  1849-1851.  481 

INCREASK   OF  SMITIISON    FUND. 
January  23,  1851— Senate. , 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce.  I  have  a  memorial  from  the  Regeuts  of  the 
Smithsonian  X^^titution  which  I  ask  to  be  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee.     Referred. 

To  tht:  honoruhle  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprenentaiii^s  in  Cfm^ress  assembled: 

Gentlemen:  The  Ikmnl  of  Regentfl  of  the  Smithyonian  Institution  have  directed 
nic  to  transmit  to  your  honorable  body  the  resolutions  appended  to  this  letter,  and 
to  s(^li('it  the  })assing  of  a  law  in  acconlance  therewith. 

It  is  known  to  your  honorable  l>ody  that  the  original  sum  receiveil  into  the  Uniteil 
States  Treasury  from  the  Smithsonian  IxHiuest  was  a  little  more  than  $015,000,  and 
that  at  the  time  of  the  })a88age  of  the  act  incorporating  the  Instituticm  $242,000  had 
accrued  in  interest,  whi<»h  sum,  or  so  much  of  it  as  might  be  deemed  net^essary,  the 
Reagents  were  authorize<l  to  apprf)priate  to  a  building.  It  is  also  known  to  your  hon- 
orable body  that  the  act  of  incoriK)ration  directed  that  provision  should  Ihj  made  for 
the  establishment  of  a  library  an<l  museum,  together  with  the  erection  of  a  building 
on  a  lil)eral  s<-ale  to  contain  them. 

While  the  Ki^»nts  in  tlu'ir  plan  of  organization  obeyetl  these  instructions,  they 
also,  by  virtue  of  the  j)ower  investeil  in  them  and  in  confonuity  with  the  terms  of 
the  betjui'st,  adoi>ti'd  additional  plans  for  the  more  immediate  promotion  of  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowleilge  among  men  by  means  of  researches,  publica- 
tions, lectures,  etc. 

In  order,  however,  to  carry  out  the  several  parts  of  this  more  extended  plan,  it 
was  found  absolutely  neixissary  that  the  annual  income  of  the  Institution  should  1)6 
increasetl.  To  accomplish  this  it  was  resolved,  instead  of  expending  at  once  the 
$242,000  on  a  building,  carefully  to  husband  the  same  and  to  erect  the  building  in 
the  course^  of  several  yt»ars,  in  jiart  out  of  the  proc^eeds  of  the  sum  Ixjfore  mentioned 
and  in  ])art  out  of  such  ]K)rtious  of  the  income  of  the  original  fund  as  could  \m 
spared  fn>m  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  Institution.  This  scheme  has  been 
effectually  carrie<l  out,  and  the  Regents  now  ask  to  l)e  allowed  to  pla(*e  in  the  Treiis- 
ury  of  the  Uniteil  Stattv,  alongside  of  the  original  l>equest  and  uix)n  the  same  terms, 
never  to  be  expende<l,  the  sum  of  $150,000  of  accrued  interest,  and  to  be  allowi^l  to 
add  to  this  from  time  to  time  such  other  sums  as  may  come  into  their  ]X)6se8sion,  by 
donation  or  othenK'i^fe,  until  it,  with  the  sums  thus  atldeil,  shall  amount  to  $200,000, 
making  in  all  a  princii>al  fund  of  a  little  more  than  $715,000.   - 

After  this  deposit  of  $150,000  the  Regents  will  still  have  sutiicient  money  on  hand 
to  linish  the  whole  exterior  of  the  building  and  such  |K>rtions  of  the  interior  in  a<ldi- 
tion  to  those  now  complete<l  as  may  be  wanted  for  several  years  to  come;  they  then 
pn>]KJs<>  gradually  to  finish  the  remainder,  in  such  portions  as  may  be  wanted,  out 
of  the  annual  ac(Tuing  interest. 

The  sole  objet't  of  the  nxjuest  is  the  permanent  investment  and  ])eriK>tual  setnirity 
of  the  aa!umulate<l  fund,  ami  when  your  honorable  l>ody  is  a.ssurcd  that  the  organi- 
zation and  operation  of  the  Institution  have  receive<l  the  ai>prolMition  of  the  wijhj 
and  g<xxl,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  every  part  of  the  world  where  literature 
and  s<'ien(!e  are  cultivate*!,  the  undersigned  trusts  that  the  request  will  Ikj  granteil. 

And  your  j)etitioner  will  ever  pray,  etc., 

Joseph  IIknky, 
Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  InMituihon, 

H.  Doc.  732 31 
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Resolution  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution^  adopted  at  their  meeting 

of  June  /,  1850,  and  appended  to  the  foregoing  petition. 

Resolved f  That  it  is  expedient  to  enlarge  the  pennanent  fund  of  the  Institution  by 
the  investment  of  such  sums  not  exceeding  $200,000  as  may  have  lxK>n  or  shall  be 
receive<l  for  accrued  interest  or  otherwise,  in  addition  to  the  principal  sum  of  the 
Smithsonian  ))e(iue«t,  augmenting  the  principal  sum  to  that  amount,  and  that  appli- 
cation be  made  to  Congress  to  receive  such  sums  not  exceedinji;  $200, 0(X)  as  may  have 
been  or  shall  l)c  received  for  accrue<l  interest  or  otherwise  into  the  United  Statec 
Treasury  upon  the  same  terms  on  which  the  original  lx»quest  has  been  received. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  requesteti  to  communicate  a  copy  of  this  resolution 
to  Congress  and  to  re^juest  that  provision  be  made  by  law  in  accordance  therewith. 

January  30,  1851 — Senate. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ewing,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  passed  August  10,  1846, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men;-'  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading: 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  That  ho  much  of  the  money  now  in  the  hands  of  the  regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  being  an  accumulation  r)f  interest  on  the  prinirij>}d  fund 
that  accrue<l  i)riur  to  July  firnt,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  and  hen^tofore 
set  apart  for  the  erection  of  the  suitable  buildings  for  the  use  of  said  institution,  as 
may  not  Ix?  found  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  e<lifice  now  in  course  of  erec- 
tion, and  all  such  further  sums  as  may  }>e  received  hereafter  from  the  instate  of  James 
Smithson,  shall  Ixi  ret*eive<i  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Unite<l  States  un  the  same  terms 
as  were  jirovided  for  the  original  princijial  fund  by  the  second  sec^tion  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge  among  men,*'  approved  August  tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-six,  and  that  the  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  shall 
in  like  manner  be  payable  half-yearly  on  the  first  of  January  and  July  in  each  year, 
from  and  after  the  date  at  which  it  shall  Ixi  received  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  for  the  peri>etual  maintenance  and  sujiport  of  said  institution:  Provided,  That 
the  sums  thus  to  be  received  sliall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thouftand 
dollars. 

APl'OINTMENT  OF   KEOENTS. 

Hi/  the  Vice'Pre4iiident, 

March  5,  1851 — Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Pearge,  the  President  of  the  Senate  (Mr. 
William  R.  Kinu)  was  authorized  to  till  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  occasioned  ))v  the  expiration, 
on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1851,  of  the  term  of  Jeflerson  Davis,  of 
Mississippi. 

March  6,  1851— Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce,  the  President  of  the  Senate  (Mr. 
William  R.  King)  was  authorized  to  fill  the  vacancv  in  the  Board  of 
•Rej^ents  occasioned  by  the  explication  of  the  term  of  s<»rvice  of  rlames 
M.  Mason. 

The  President  (Mr.  King)  reai)polnted  Jefferson  Davis  and  James 
M.  Mason  as  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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APPOIXTMENT   OF   REGENTS. 

liy  th<^  Speaker, 
January  7,  1850 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Howell  Cobb)  appointed  Henry  W.  Hllliard,  of 
Alabama,  AV.  F.  Colcock,  of  South  Carolina,  and  (j.  N.  Fitch,  of 
Indiana,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  as  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

appointment  of  regents. 

liy  Joint  Remlution, 

December  10,  1850 — Senate. 

Mr.  tl.  A.  Peakce  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  joint  resolution  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
December  11,  1850 — Senate. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearck,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Regentij 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution: 

Jiewlvedf  etr.^  That  the  vatrancies  in  the  Koanl  of  Regents  of  the  SmithHonian  Insti- 
tution of  the  class  "other  than  members  of  Congress*'  l)e  filleii  by  the  reapjwint- 
ment  of  the  late  ineumbenti«,  viz,  Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Joseph  G. 
Totten,  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

On  th(»  motion  of  Mr.  Pearce,  the  joint  resolution  wa^s  read  a  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  AVhole.    Reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  p*isscd. 
December  18,  1850 — House. 

ilr.  (jr.  N.  FiTCii  said  there  was  upon  the  Speakers  table  a  joint 
resolution  from  thi»  Senate  providing  for  the  apjxuntment  of  Regents 
for  th(»  Smithsonian  Institution  whose  term  of  service  had  expired. 
He  hop(»d  the  House  would  take  up  and  consider  th(*  resolution,  as  it 
would  occupy  but  a  few  minutes.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  that  it 
should  be  i>assed,  for  the  reason  that  the  Board  of  Regents  was  not 
full  and  no  business  could  be  transacted  bv  the  lioard  until  thii  vacan- 
cies  be  tilled.     He  hoped  the  resolution  would  l>e  taken  up. 

There  being  no  objection  th(*  joint  resolution  was  taken  up  and 
passed. 

December  24,  1850. 

Jiiffolvrd^  ef(\,  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  of  the  class  *' other  than  membei*s  of  Con- 
gress/' })e  tilled  })y  the  reappointment  of  the  late  incumbents,  viz.: 
Richard  Rash,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Joseph  G.  Totten,  of  the  city  of 
Washington. 

(Stat,  IX,  U{).) 
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APPROPRIATIONS   FOR  GROUNDS. 
April  20,  1852— Senate. 

The  Senate  having  under  consideration  the  deficiency  bill,  and  the 
following  amendment  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  being  in  order: 

For  planting  and  finiHhing  tlio  roads  and  walks  through  that  portion  of  the  public 
Mall  surrounding  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $7,000. 

Mr.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter  .said:  This  item  is  estimated  for  bv  the  Sec- 
retary  of  the  Interior.  It  is  proposed  to  appropriate  this  amount  in 
this  bill,  instead  of  appropriating  it  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  as  this  is 
the  planting  season. 

Agreed  to. 

August  21, 1852— Senate. 

An  amendment  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  for  the 

year  ending  June  30,  1853,  was  proposed  by  the  Finance  Committee, 

as  follows: 

For  finishing  the  grading,  manuring,  planting,  finisliing  the  roads  and  walks, 
graveling  and  laying  gutters  along  the  margin  of  the  same,  and  repairing  the  fence 
of  the  Smithsonian  s(juare,  $13,200. 

August  26,  1852— Senate. 

Mr.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  offered 
August  21,    by  striking  out   "$13,200"  and    inserting   ''$16,760." 
Amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 
August  30,  1852— Senate. 

In  conference  committee  the  Senate  receded  from  the  amendment  of 
August  26. 
March  1,  1853— Senate. 

Mr.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  from  the  Finance  Committee,  offered  amend- 
ment to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill — 

To  supply  a  deficiency  for  the  purcliase  of  trees  and  hire  of  laborers  on  the 
improvementw  of  reservation  No.  2,  on  public  Mall,  between  Seventh  and  Twelfth 
streets  west,  $5,276.52. 

Agreed  to. 

March  3,  1853— House. 

The  House  refused  to  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  bill  appropriating  $5,276. 52  for  reservation  No.  2. 

The  amendment  having  been  sent  to  a  committee  of  conference,  the 
House  receded  from  its  disagreement,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

INCREASE  OP  8MITH80N   FUND. 
May  27,  1852— Senate. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  reported  a  bill 
supplementary  to  an  act  approved  August  10,  1846,  entitled  "An  act 
to  estiiblish  the  Smithsonian  Institution,"  etc. : 

Be  it  enacted,  etc. ,  That  eo  much  of  the  money  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  being  an  accumulation  of  interest  on  the  principal  fund  that 
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accniwl  imoT  to  July  first,  1847,  an<l  heretofore  Het  apart  for  the  erection  of  the 
8uita])Ie  building  fortheu»e  of  siiid  Institution,  as  may  not  Ui  found  nece^tnary  for 
the  completion  of  the  edifi(«  now  in  courHe  of  erec^tion,  and  all  «uch  further  sums  as 
mav  Ixi  received  hert»after  from  the  estate  of  James  Smithson,  shall  be  receiveil  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  Unite<.i  States  on  the  same  terms  as  were  provided  for  the  original 
])rinci])id  fund  by  tht^  wcond  section  of  the  airt  entitl(*<l  **An  act  to  establish  the 
Sniiths(mian  Institution,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,'' 
approve<i  Aujrust  tenth,  1846,  and  that  the  Intercast  tliereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
centum  {M-r  annum,  shall  in  like  manner  l>e  payable  half-yearly,  on  the  first  of 
January  and  July  in  earh  yi*ar,  fnnn  and  after  the  date  at  which  it  shall  Ik*  re<'eiveti 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Htates,  for  the  i>erpi^tual  maintenance  and  sfipport 
of  said  Institution:  Ji'ovidni,  That  the  sums  thus  to  be  received  shall  not  exceed  the 
amount  of  $200,000. 

Passed  to  a  second  roadinj^. 

FUKK    POSTAOE. 

Ju/y  1U  1852— House. 

Mr.  B.  IIknn,  of  Iowa,  offt^ivd  an  amcndinont  to  the  bill  to  reduce 
and  modify  the*,  rates  of  jwstage  iu  the  United  States,  etc. : 

The  i>rt»sidents  of  imiversities,  colleges,  academies,  and  of  all  scrientific  institutions, 
and  also  tlie  Smithsonian  Institution,  may  send  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  the  printed 
cojnes  of  any  n»giilar  i)ai)er,  i>amphlet,or  Ix^ok  published  un<ler  the  authority  of  any 
such  institution;  and  also  the  pnnif  sheets  of  such  (*opi(*s  while  the  same  are  Ixsing 
pu])lishi*<i:  Pntrided,  Such  printed  copit»s  shall  Ihj  distributed  gratis. 

July  12,  1862— House. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

KKPORT  OF  THE   SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 
August  20,  1852— Senate. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  I).  R.  Atchison)  laid  Ijeforc  the 
Senate  a  letter  from  the  Secretary'  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
counnunicatinfr  the  annual  report  of  the  Hoard  of  Regents  of  that 
Institution,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tiible  and  1)0  printed. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Peaik^e  that  5,0(K)  additional  copies  ])c  printed 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

August  26,  1852— Senate. 

Mr.  II.  Hamlin,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported  in  favor 
of  printing  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  aimual  report  of  the  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  that  2,000  copies  thereof  be  for 
the  use  of  the  Institution.     Agreed  to. 

March  1,  1853— Senate. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  D.  R.  Atchison)  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  seventh  annuiil  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

March  3,  1853— Senate. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
was  ordered  to  ])e  printed. 
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APPOINTMENT   OF   REGENTS 

By  the  Yice- President. 

August  24, 1852— Senate. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce  submitted  resolution. 

Resohrff,  That  the  vacancy  in  the  Boani  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
occaisioneii  hy  the  resignation  of  Jefferson  Davis,  he  filletl  by  the  President  of  the 
Senate. 

Agreed  to  and  Robert  M.  Charlton  wa.s  appointed. 

APPOINTMENT   OF   REGENTS 

Jij/  the  Speaker. 
January  2, 1852 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Linn  Boyd),  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
announced  the  names  of  the  following  gentlemen  as  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution:  AVilliam  F.  Colcock,  of  South  Carolina; 
Graham  N.  Fitch,  of  Indiana,  and  James  Meacham,  of  Vermont. 

APPOINTMENT   OF   REGENTS 

By  Joint  Resolution. 
December  21, 1852^Senate. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce.  There  are  two  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which  it  is  very  desirable  and  necessary 
should  soon  be  filled.  I  therefore  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint 
resolution. 

Pt'sohfd^  etr.^  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Kegenta  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution,  of  the  class  "other  than  members  of  Congress,"  ]>e  filled  by  the  appointment 
of  Alexander  Dallas  Bache,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  John  MacPherson  Berrien, 
of  the  State  of  Geoi^ia. 

Considered  by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  reported 
without  amendment;  passed. 
January  11,  1853 — House. 

Mr.  Jamks  ISIeaciiam.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to 
take  up  joint  resolution  S.  64,  for  the  appointment  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  It  will  take  but  a  moment,  and  it  is  very 
necessary  that  it  should  b<>  passed.    Resolution  passed. 

January  13,  1853. 

Rewired,,  vtc.^  That  the  va(»n(;ies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  of  the  class  ''other  than  members  of  Con- 
gress,-' be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  AJexander  Dallas  Bache,  a 
member  of  the  National  Institute,  and  resident  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  John  MacPherson  Berrien,  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

(Stat.,  X,  261.) 
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DOCUMENTS. 
August  3f,  1852^Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Augustus  C.  Dodge,  of  Iowa,  it  was — 

Ordered,  That  instead  of  the  distribution  of  Owen's  report  lieretofore  ordere<i,  there 
])e  furnished  to  the  General  Land  Office  100  copies,  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
100  copies,  and  to  Dr.  Owen  200  copies. 

EXriX)RlXG   EXPEDITION. 

August  31,  1852. 

Civil  and  diplomatics  act  for  1853. 

Library  of  Congress. — For  continuing  the  preparation  and  publica- 
tion of  the  works  of  the  Exploring  Expedition,  including  the  expenses 
of  the  greenhouse,  and  for  the  settlement  of  arrears  due  on  the  erec- 
tion of  said  greenhouse,  S>25,000:  Provided^  That  no  part  of  this  appro- 
priation shall  be  applied  to  the  enlarging  of  the  present  or  the  erection 
of  new  buildings. 

(Stat.,  X,  77.) 

March  3.  1853. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  act  fur  1854. 

Library  of  Congress. — For  the  completion  of  the  publication  of  the 
works  of  the  Exploring  Expedition,  in  pui-suance  of  contracts  already 
made,  $:i5,000:  Pri/vid<*d^  That  this  appropriation  shall  finish  the 
publication. 

(Stat,  X,  190.) 

INTERNATIONAL  EXCHANGES. 
August  31,  1852, 

Civil  and  diplomatic  act  for  1853. 

To  defray  freight  and  other  expenses  incurred  under  the  act  to 
regulate  the  exchange  of  certain  documents  and  other  publications, 
approved  June  2G,  1848,  the  sum  of  $1,000,  and  that  the  said  act  is 
hereby  repealed. 

(Stat,  X,  77.) 

METEOROLOGY — JAMES   V,  ESPY. 

August  31,  1852. 

Act  for  naval  service  for  1853. 

For  meteorological  observations,  to  be  conducted  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  $2,000. 

For  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  Professor  James  P.  Espy,  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30,  1848,  no  appropriation  having  been 
made  by  Congress  for  that  year,  $2,000. 

(Stat.,  X,  102.) 

March  3,  1863. 

Act  for  naval  service  for  1854. 

For  meteorological  observations,  to  be  conducted  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  $2,000. 
(Stat,  X,  221.) 
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The  siini  roceivod  in  I^jiidon  from  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Smithson  by  the  agent  of  the 
Unite<l  Stutt«  ai)i)oiutf(l  in  pursuant^  of  the  act  of  July  1,  183G,  was  $515,169.  But 
the  sum  actually  receivo<.l  into  the  Treasun'  was  $508,318. -k),  tlie  difference  Ixjtween 
the  twopums  having  beiMi  al>«orbed  by  certain  expenses  in  collecting  and  transferring 
the  monev  to  the  Unitetl  States. 

By  the  Hixth  .<»eotion  of  the  at^t  of  July  7,  1838,  it  was  provide<l  that  the  money  bo 
retreivtnl  shouM  l)e  investinl  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approl)ation 
of  the  President  of  the  Unitetl  States,  in  stocks  of  States,  bearing  not  less  than  5  per 
cent  interest,  and  that  the  said  stocks  should  be  held  by  the  said  Secretary  in  trust  for 
the  uses  specifie<.l  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  James  Smithsnn,  until  ])rovisionB 
should  ]>e  made  by  law  for  carrying  the  purposes  of  the  said  l>e(iuest  into  effect,  and 
the  annual  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  aforesaid  should,  in  like  manner,  U'  invested 
for  th(?  iK'uefit  of  the  said  Institution. 

By  the  act  of  Septeml)er  11,  1841,  so  much  of  the  )>efon>-mentioiuHi  act  a.s  author- 
ize<l  investments  in  stocks  of  the  States  was  rei)eale<l,  and  tlie  Secri'tary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury  was  required  thereafter  to  inve,»?t  in  stocks  of  the  Unite<i  States. 

But  l)etw(?en  the  dates  of  these  two  acts  the  sum  of  $5l)S,318.4(),  together  with  the 
interest  a<'cruing  on  the  first  purchase,  wiis  investetl  in  stcx'k  of  the  Stat4'  of  Arkansas, 
upon  which  the  State,  in  the  sequel,  failed  to  pay  interest,  and  upon  which,  from 
the  time  of  sucli  failure,  nothing  has  been  realizeil,  excei>t  certain  sums  which  have 
accrueii  to  the  State  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  under  what  is  commonly  called  the 
5  per  cent  fund. 

In  this  condition  of  the  fund  the  act  of  August  10,  1846,  was  pib^sed,  entitled  **  An 
act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men." 

The  act  nnrognized  as  a  debt  due  from  the  United  States  the  sum  so  receive<l  and 
invested.  It  fixed  the  said  sum  at  $515,169,  thesum  received  by  the  agent  in  L<:)ndon, 
.thus  assuming  the  expenses  incurre^l,  and  leaving  the  original  ])equest  unimpaired 
for  the  u«*  of  the  Institution.  It  provided  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  said 
smn  from  the  time  of  receipt,  at  6  per  cent,  payable  on  the  1st  January  an<i  1st  July 
of  each  year,  appropriating  the  interest  which  liad  m  far  accrued,  amounting  to 
$242,129,  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  and  the  interest  thereafter  to  accrue 
for  the  maintenance  and  supi)ort  of  the  Institution.  But  the  act  at  the  same  time 
pn)vided  "  that  all  the  stocks  which  may  have  l)een  or  may  hereafter  l>e  received 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  17nite<l  States  on  account  of  the  fund  bequeathed  by  James 
Smithson  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  pledged  io  refund  to  the  Treasury' of  the 
United  States  the  sums  hereby  ai>propriate<l.*' 

With  this  brief  explanation  of  the  historj'  of  the  fund,  including  the  U^islation 
thereon,  the  liommittee,  it  is  hoped,  will  find  the  statements  refem»d  to  sufficiently 
intelligible. 

A  is  a  statement  showing  on  the  one  hand,  first,  the  amount  originally  received 
into  the  Trea.»«ury;  second,  the  amounts  receivcnl  for  interest;  and,  third,  the  amount 
of  United  States  stock  redeemeil,  this  amount  ($5,523.21)  l^ing  i)art  of  the  sum  of 
$106,184.85  mentioned  in  same  statement;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  first,  the  invest- 
ments made  for  the  Ix^nefit  of  the  Institution;  second,  an  expense  incurre<l  in  the 
management  of  the  fund;  and,  third,  the  l>alance  renuiining  on  hand. 

Statement  B  shows  the  amount  of  stock  now  held,  and  the  different  descriptions  of 
which  it  is  comiMWiMl.  It  shows  also  the  present  market  value  of  said  stocks,  with 
the  exception  <if  the  Arkansas,  which  is,  perhaps,  not  worth  mort^  than  40  cents  on 
the  dollar. 

C  is  a  statement  showing  on  the  one  hand  the  interest  which  has  a(H>nied  on  these 
stocks,  and  on  the  other  han<l,  first,  the  interest  which  has  l^een  received,  and,  second, 
the  interest  which  is  due  an<l  uncollected. 
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D  is  a  statement  of  the  interest  which  has  accrued  on  the  sum  of  $515,169  under  th^ 
act  of  August  10, 1846,  all  of  which  has  been  paid  up  to  the  31st  December,  1853,  first, 
for  the  erection  of  the  building,  and,  second,  for  the  support  of  the  Institution,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  terms  of  said  act. 

From  these  statements  it  api>ears  that  the  fund  which  is  pledged  to  reimburse  to 
the  Treasury  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  act  of  August  10,  1846,  may  lx»  stated 
as  follows: 

1.  Stocks  on  hand  of  the  par  value  of $720, 661. 64 

2.  Balance  of  cash  in  the  Treasury 18, 646. 83 

3.  Balance  of  interest  uncollected 369, 316. 32 

1,108,624.79 

It  is  estimated  that,  by  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  redeem  the 
stocks  of  the  I'^nite<l  StatvH  held  in  trust  for  the  Institution  at  the  rates  of  premium 
offereil  for  said  stocks,  and  to  sell  the  stocks  of  the  States  of  Illinois,  Ohio,  and  Michi- 
gan at  their  market  pricre,  the  sum  of  $199,844  may  l)e  realized  and  applied  toward 
the  reimbursement  of  the  said  appropriations,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that 
authority  may  V)e  given  to  pursue  this  course. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l)e,  very  respectfully, 

James  (Hthrie, 
Secretartj  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Joa.  R.  Chandlek, 

Chairman  Select  CammUte^  mi  Smithsonian  Fund. 
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C. — Statement  showing  iha  amount  of  irUcreft  received  and  di^hurfed  on  account  of  the 
Smithsf/niau  InMitutioUy  under  the  aH  of  Congress  approved  Augiutt  10,  184*^,  which  ad 
fixed  the  prindfyif  f*f  (he  Smithsonian  fund  at  fol5,109. 


T«>  amount  of  intorest  which  has  ac-  j 
rniod  on  tho  princiimlof  the  Smith-  . 
K>nian  fund  as  seen  red  by  thesecond  . 
HO<:tion  of  the  uct  oi  Aug.  10,  \M\\ 
fmm  Scpl.l.lfCiS.to  l)er.31,lA49,us 
jM-r  report  No.  lu:i.^«2 SttO,  314. 42 

To  amount  of  iiitriVMt  whi<'h  has  ac- 
(•nic«l  on  Niid  fund  from  Jan.  1.  IH-Sd, 
to  Deo.  :J1.  185} 123,040. 6C 


By  amount  of  inten^t  paid  to  the  '■ 
proper  disbuning  agent  of  the  ■ 
Boani  of  Regont.s  t)f  the  Smith-  j 
Kinian  Institution  up  t«i  Dec  31,  ■ 
1849.  i»er  rep«irt  Ni..  Hi:i.S82 

By  amount  of  inteni^t  paid  fnim  Jan. 
1. 1850,  to  D*r.  31. 18-'>3 


473.9M.98 


S3»),314.-I2 


123. 640.  M 


473.9M.9S 


I). — Statement  tf  the  Smithisonian  fund  as  It  regnrdu  interest  tni  st(K'k:<. 


To  amount  of  intorest  receivwl :  t^Si,  7ft6. 01  ;    By  amount  of  IntercHt  whieh  haa  ao-  i 


To  interest  now  due.  viz: 
From  the  Stale  of  Ar- 

kau.saM 8:^I,636.:r2 

Fn>m   the    State  of 

Michigan 9t!U.(K) 

From    the  State  of 

Ohio 6.?2D.00 


I 


cnied  on  stocks  purcha«Kl,  viz : 
On  stock  of  the  State  of  Arkansa.s.    $492,079.67 
On  8tock  of  the  State  of  M  ichigan . '        7,  S20. 00 
On  Nto<rk  of  the  State  of  Illinois  . .       45,420.00 

On  KtCH^k  of  the  State  of  Ohio 13, 600. 00 

On  stock  of  the  Uuiti>d  States  ....       34.  SSO.  76 


3<i9, 316. 32 


!  593,072.33 


ri93.072.38 


Shortly  after  the  receipt  of  the  alK)ve  statements  hy  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  there  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
the  memorial  of  March  10,  1854,  from  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Tlie  statement  made  to  the  select  committee  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shows  that  the  Government,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  set  apart 
as  the  capital  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  the  sum  of  $515,li>J);  regarding 
those  States  that  have  failed  to  make  payment  of  principal  or  interest 
of  the  sums  loaned  to  them  from  the  fund  received  from  Kngland  as 
debtors  to  the  Treasuiy  of  the  United  States,  leaving  the  fund  unencum- 
bered with  accounts  against  the  borrowers  and  equal  to  the  amount 
left  ])y  the  testator. 

What  disix)sition  should  be  made  of  the  evidences  of  debts  which 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  holds  against  the  ]x)rrower8  of 
th(»  original  fund  did  not  form  a  part  of  the  inquiries  which  the  com- 
mitt(M»  was  authorized  to  make.  But  as  those  funds  evidently  l)elong 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  committee  will  feel  itnelt 
justified  in  suggesting  such  a  disposal  thereof  as  will  release  the  books 
of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  continued  and  increasing  accounts. 
And  at  the  close  of  the  report  a  resolution  will  b(^  added  recommend- 
ing the  sal(».  of  all  such  lusseta,  and  that  the  net  proceeds  be  carried  to 
the  general  fund. 
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The  raomorial  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  asking  for  permission 
to  invest  a  portion  of  the  fund  saved  in  the  construction  of  the  build- 
ing, for  which  purpose  it  had  been  appropriated,  suggested  to  the  joint 
committee  inquiries  as  to  the  probable  demands  which  would  be  made 
upon  the  income  of  the  Institution;  and  that  led  to  a  further  inquiry  as 
to  the  legitimate  objects  for  expenditure.  These  inquiries  could  only 
be  answered  by  a  recurrence  to  the  will  of  the  distinguished  testator;  and 
if  that  should  be  less  explicit  in  any  particular  than  would  be  desimble, 
then  a  recurrence  could  be  had  to  the  well-established  faints  of  his 
life,  and  the  special  objects  which  he  pursued  in  his  devotion  to  sci- 
ence; and  the  end  which  he  proposed  in  his  pursuits  while  alive,  and 
the  special  directions  of  his  estate  after  the  death  of  the  person  to 
whom  was  bcciueathed  a  life  use  of  his  property. 

CommitU^es  of  Congress  have  several  times  presented  statements  of 
the  objects  of  Mr.  Smithson's  bequest  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  trust,  and  their  opinion  of  the  mode  in  which  these  objects 
should  be  attained,  and  proceedings  have  Ijeen  had,  founded  on  the 
acts  of  Congress,  that  have  l>een  consequent  upon  these  reports.  And 
the  Institution  hits  been  established,  and  been  made  most  beneficially 
operative  by  a  *' direction,"  which  has  been  careful  to  administer  its 
affairs  in  the  spirit  of  Cijngressional  enactments. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution,  however,  is  unique  in  its  character, 
and  it  is  brought  into  action  at  a  time  when  science  is  adv^ancing 
beyond  all  precedent,  and  when  the  learned  and  the  scientific  of  the 
Old  World  are  demanding  from  the  United  States  not  merely  a  sympa- 
thy in  their,  labors,  but  a  contribution  to  the  amount  of  knowledge  and 
science  with  which  the  world  has  alreadv  been  enriched. 

With  the  constant  demands  upon  the  Institution,  and  the  constant 
efforts  to  respond  to  these  demands,  it  is  not  strange  that  it  should  be 
foiuid  occa.sionally  necessary  to  inquire  whether  its  administration  is 
maintained  with  a  constant  eye  to  that  progression  which  the  advance- 
ment of  science  renders  necessary,  and  whether  every  plan  which  was 
hesitatingly  but  carefully  adopted  in  the  esta)>lishment  of  the  Institu- 
tion is  productive  of  the  (*xact  result  which  was  contemplated  on  its 
formation,  and  wh(»ther  any  of  its  minor  divisions  impinge  upon  the 
more  important  branches,  and  thus  diminish  the  means  of  usefulness 
on  the  whole,  and  delay  the  attainment  of  these  objects,  which  are 
properly  the  (Mid  of  the  great  establishment. 

To  judge  correctly  of  such  matters  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  know 
what  has  been  done  by  the  Institution,  but  what  was  the  plan  of  those 
by  whom  it  was  inaugurated,  and  especially  it  is  important  to  com- 
pare the  proceedings  of  the  Institution  with  the  will  of  its  testator, 
and  to  ascertain  whether  what  he  proposed  has  l)een  in  any  degree 
attained,  and  whether  all  has  been  done  that  the  means  supplied  would 
allow,  and  whether  the  plans  for  future  action  are  in  direct  conformity 
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and  its  appropriate  and  timely  liberality  furnished  the  funds  and 
means  for  the  dissemination. 

It  has  alread}'  l)een  remarked  that  the  unique  character  of  Mr. 
Smithson's  bequest  rendered  it  difficult  of  administration  u]:)on  any 
plan  that  should  not  be  sanctioned  by  some  experience,  and  hence  if 
there  should  be  suggested  a  slight  departure  from  the  requirements 
of  the  letter  of  the  law  of  1846,  by  which  the  Institution  was  organ- 
ized for  action,  it  must  not  be  understood  as  censuring  the  views  of 
those  who  labored  in  the  plan  and  secured  the  efficient  and  desirable 
action  of  Congress.  At  that  time  gentlemen  of  the  highest  distinction 
in  literature  and  science  differed  in  their  views  of  the  best  means  of 
carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  founder.  Each  had  a  favorite  theory 
as  it  regards  the  efficiency  of  certain  means  or  modes,  and  that  differ- 
ence arose  greatly  from  previous  habits  and  associations  or  from  the 
influence  which  the  greater  mind  had  upon  the  less. 

It  can  not  be  denied  that  the  creation  of  an  immense  library  was  a 
favorite  and  the  dominant  idea  of  many  who  at  that  time  leaned 
entirely  upon  foreign  writers  for  infonnation  and  resorted  to  books 
rather  than  to  experiments  and  observations  for  exact  information  on 
any  science.  Such  a  course  seems  natural  where  it  had  been  universal, 
and  the  opinions  are  likely  to  be  operative  just  in  proportion  to  the 
dependence  of  minds  upon  books;  and  hence  a  vast  collection  of  vol- 
umes in  any  city  of  the  fourth  or  fifth  class  in  point  of  size  and  as 
yet  of  no  particular  class  in  point  of  science  and  literature  seemed  to 
promise  a  fulfillment  of  the  wishes  of  Smithson. 

Yet  these  volumes  were  not  to  *4ncrease  the  amount  of  knowledge 
among  men;'"  they  only  recorded  the  existing  amount,  were  merely 
the  storehouses  of  what  had  been  gathered  and  kept  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  as  yet  only  the  political  center  of  the  nation,  and  it  is 
dificult  to  see  how  they  would  serve  greatly  to  "'diffiLse  that  knowl- 
edge among  men." 

Another  part  of  the  plan  is  the  establishment  of  a  museum,  and,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  this,  if  kept  within  just  bounds,  is  a 
valuable  part  of  the  general  plan.  The  danger  is  that  a  museum, 
instead  of  being  what  its  name  implies,  will  become  a  receptacle  for 
all  the  freaks  of  nature  which  a  morbid  curiosity  may  discover  and 
the  resort  of  those  who  would  rather  be  amused  with  a  lu^fiis  naturm 
of  any  kind  than  with  a  well-arranged  and  instructive  display  of  prod- 
ucts in  their  scientific  order. 

A  museum  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  should  be  of  a  kind  to 
assist  the  student  and  the  master  in  natural  studies  and  enable  them 
to  pursue  their  inquiries  to  the  full  extent  of  attained  result*?,  that 
they  may  increase  the  amount  of  that  kind  of  knowledge — may  add  to 
what  is  already  known;  and  when  they  shall  have  completed  that  com- 


THIBTY-THIRD   CONGRESS,  3853-1^55. 


499 


mission  and  their  reports  shall  have  satisfied  the  Institution  that  some- 
thing is  contributed  to  the  previous  amount  of  knowledge  in  their  par- 
ticular branches,  then  the  Institution  shall  cause  those  contributions 
to  be  printed  in  an  appropriate  manner  and  copies  to  be  distributed 
to  the  various  libraries  of  the  country  and  the  scientific  associations 
throughout  the  world,  thus  diffusing  knowledge  among  men. 

One  result  of  this  transmission  of  the  publications  of  the  Institution 
is  eminently  worthy  of  regard  in  considering  the  means  of  adminis- 
tering the  will  of  the  testator.  These  books  thus  sent  out  are  regarded 
as  ''  exchanges,"  and  thus  they  insure  to  the  Institution  returns  from 
every  corresponding  society  in  the  world  that  publishes  its  proceedings, 
and  a  single  publication  of  a  thousand  copies  of  any  memoir  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  is  likely  to  insure  to  the  shelves  of  its  library 
numerous  copies  of  different  scientific  works  from  sister  associations 
abroad,  so  that  the  very  expenditure  in  that  branch  of  the  Institution 
is  the  means  of  supplying  the  books  for  a  library  instead  of  its  becom- 
ing the  occasion  of  diminishing  the  means  of  supplying  that  branch. 
And  it  should  be  added  that  the  works  received  in  exchange  are  those 
which  go  to  supply  to  the  Institution  a  portion  of  the  very  kind  of 
information  most  suited  to  its  character  and  objects  and  insuring  to  its 
oflBcers  and  frequenters  detailed  reports  upon  branches  of  science  that 
might  othei'wise  have  remained  undeveloped. 

The  city  of  Washington  may  rejoice  in  the  multiplication  of  general 
libraries,  and  the  young  may  frequent  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
duplicates  of  amusing  volumes  which  they  have  seen  in  the  Congres- 
sional Library,  and  the  latest  novel  or  the  last  essay  may  find  its  place 
on  its  shelves,  to  the  augmentation  of  its  catalogue  and  the  diminu- 
tion of  its  funds;  but  it  will  scarcely  be  claimed  in  behalf  of  such  a 
collection  that  it  is  a  selection  suited  to  the  views  of  Smithson  or  in 
accordance  with  his  will. 

The  committee,  unable  at  present  to  pursue  further  their  inquiries 
into  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  to  the  hopes  of  the  scientific, 
beg  leave  to  present  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  having  accepted  the  trust  conferred  by  the  last  will  and  testament 
of  James  Smithson,  and  having  experienced  inconvenience  from  a  former  investment 
of  a  part  of  the  fundw  of  that  trust,  the  United  States  will  best  promote  the  object  of 
the  testator  and  secure  the  prosperous  and  profitable  action  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  by  retaining  the  funds  of  that  Institution  in  the  public  Treasury  and 
allowing  the  same  interest  now  paid  for  the  use  of  those  funds. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  enlarge  the  permanent  fund  of  the  Institution  by 
the  investment  of  such  sums,  not  exceeding  $125,000,  as  may  have  been  or  shall  be 
received  for  accrued  interest  or  otherwise,  in  addition  to  the  principal  sum  of  the 
Smithsonian  be<|uest,  and  that  the  said  additional  sum  of  $125,000  be  received  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Stat^  upon  the  same  terms  as  those  upon  which  the  original 
fund  is  now  held. 
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FREE  POSTAGE. 
January  24,  1854 — Housb. 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Upham,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post-Office 
and  Post- Roads,  reported  the  following  bill: 

A  bill  granting  the  franking  privilege  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey 
and  the  assistant  in  chaiye  of  the  office  of  said  Coast  Survey. 

Mr.  Daniel  Mace.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  so  amended  as  to  provide 
for  the  grant  of  the  franking  privilege  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  in  addition  to  the  officers  already  named. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Olds.  The  proposition  contemplates  the  giving  of  the 
franking  privilege  to  the  Coast  Survey.  The  Committee  on  the  Post- 
Office  and  Post-Koads  have  permitted  it  to  be  reported  to  the  House 
from  the  fact  that  we  had  seen  no  good  reason  why  the  head  of  that 
Bureau — for  it  is,  in  fact,  a  bureau — should  not  have  the  franking  priv- 
ilege as  well  as  the  heads  of  the  other  bureaus.  At  the  same  time, 
however,  that  I  give  my  assent  to  the  report  of  this  resolution,  I  wish 
to  say  that  my  own  opinion,  and  I  believe  that  such  will  be  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  is  against  the  franking  privilege  altogether;  and 
perhaps  before  the  session  is  closed  we  shall  propose  a  bill  abolishing  it 

Mr.  Mace.  I  think,  sir,  that  I  would  myself  be  in  favor  of  the  abo- 
lition of  the  franking  privilege;  but  if  it  is  to  exist  and  appertain  to 
sundry  officers  of  the  Government  and  to  members  of  Congress  I  see 
no  case  more  meritorious  than  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  to  which  that  privilege  could  be  extended.  That  is  an 
institution  for  the  diffusion  of  general  knowledge  throughout  the 
whole  country.  By  various  acts  of  Congress  we  vote  to  it  numerous 
public  documents,  which  can  not  be  distributed  unless  some  member 
of  Congress  will  volunteer  to  go  there  and  frank  them.  Such  is  the 
practice,  and  I  have  myself,  at  the  instance  of  Professor  Henry,  spent 
days  there  in  franking  public  documents  for  that  Institution. 

The  design  has  been  to  forward  to  our  constituents  throughout  the 
land  documents  for  their  information.  The  Secretary  of  that  Institu* 
tion  ought  to  have  the  privilege  of  franking  them,  and  not  be,  as  now, 
subjected  to  the  inconvenience  of  calling  upon  the  members  of  Con- 
gress to  do  that  job. 

A  Member.  Who  is  the  Secretary? 

Mr.  Mace.  I  am  told  that  Professor  Henry  is  the  Secretary.  I  do 
not  propose  to  elaborate  this  question  at  all.  It  is  a  simple  one.  If 
we  are  to  extend  this  privilege  at  all,  we  can  not  extend  it  to  a  more 
meritorious  case  than  the  one  I  have  suggested. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  refer  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  that 
they  be  printed.  And  I  will  say  that  whatever  may  be  the  propriety 
of  the  bill  as  reported  from  the  committee,  I  can  see  no  justice  and 
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no  propriety  in  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentlenian  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Mace]. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution  is  not  part  nor  parcel  of  this  Govern- 
ment. It  is  a  separate  and  distinct  institution,  quartered,  it  is  true, 
on  the  Treasury  at  the  rate  of  thousands  of  dollars  per  annum;  and 
it  should  be  kept,  I  think,  as  distinct  as  possible.  There  is  no  reason 
for  giving  this  Institution  the  peculiar  privilege  of  franking  its  docu- 
ments over  the  country  in  preference  to  other  institutions  of  learning 
in  any  part  of  the  United  States.  And  if  you  commence  with  this, 
where  are  you  to  stop?  This  is  to  be  the  entering  wedge  here  at  the 
seat  of  government.  This  is  first  to  be  made  the  favorite  institution 
for  establishing  the  precedent  to  confer  the  franking  privilege  on  all 
the  institutions,  perhaps,  of  the  country.  And  I  will  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Mace]  that,  according  to  my  understanding 
and  construction  of  the  Post-Office  laws,  the  member  of  Congress  who 
franks  a  document  weighing  over  2  ounces,  published  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  violates  the  privilege  conferred  upon  him  under 
the  laws  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Mace.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  allow  me  to  explain  ? 

Mr.  Jones  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  Mace.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman  that  the  documents  franked 
by  me  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  were  printed  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, and  I  had  the  same  right  to  frank  them  as  I  had  the  other  public 
documents  printed  by  order  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Jones.  If  they  were  ordered  by  Congress,  or  by  either  House 
of  Congress,  then  they  were  public  documents  and  came  within  the 
law.  And  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Mace]  and  every  other 
member  had  a  right  to  frank  them.  But  the  documents  printed  by 
order  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  are  not  included  among  these 
privileged  matters  which  members  of  Congress  are  authorized  to 
frank;  and,  in  my  opinion,  thej^  should  not  be  included.  I  now, 
Mr.  Speaker,  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Warren.  I  move  to  lay  the  bill  and  amendment  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Mace.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  who  reported  the  bill 
has  urgently  appealed  to  me  to  withdraw  the  amendment  which  I  have 
proposed.     I  do  now  withdraw  it. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  withdrawn. 

March  3,  1855. 

Poet-Office  act  for  1856. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  books,  maps,  charts,  or 
other  publications,  entered  for  copyright,  and  which,  under  the  act  of 
August  10,  1846,  are  required  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, and  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  may  be  sent  through  the 


502  CONGRESSIONAL    PROCEEDINGS. 

mails  free  of  postage,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral may  prescribe. 
(Stat.,  X,  685.) 

APPOINTMENT  OF   REGENTS 

By  the  Vice'Ih*esident, 

February  21,  f854—Senate. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce  offered  resolution: 

Hesolvedf  That  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  cf  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institation, 
occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  Hon.  R.  M.  Charlton,  be  filled  by 
the  President  of  the  Senate. 

Agreed  to. 

The  President  (Mr.  Jesse  D.  Bright)  appointed  Stephen  A.  Douglas 
to  fill  the  vacancy. 

appointment  of  regents 

By  the  Speaker, 
December  14,  1853 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Linn  Boyd)  appointed  James  Meacham,  of  Ver- 
mont, William  H.  English,  of  Indiana,  and  David  Stuart,  of  Michi- 
gan, Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

appointment  of  regents 

By  Joint  Resolution, 

December  7,  1854 — Senate. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce,  according  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  to  till  the  vacancies  in  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  class  other  than  members  of  Congress,  by  the  reap- 
pointment of  the  late  incumbents,  Rufus  Choate,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Gideon  Hawley,  of  New  York. 

The  joint  resolution  passed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
December  22,  1854 — House. 

Mr.  James  Meacham.  I  wish  to  state  that  there  is  a  bill  upon  the 
Speaker's  table  providing  for  the  reappointment  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  I  will  state  that  it  is  necessary  to  transact 
some  business  which  can  not  be  done  without  the  reappointment  of 
these  Regents.  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  be  taken  up  and  passed.  It  will 
take  but  a  minute,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  W.  R.  W.  Cobb.  I  object. 

After  the  intervention  of  some  other  business — 

Mr.  Meacham.  I  now  ask  the  House  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the 
reappointment  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  pass 
it.     It  will  occupy  but  a  moment. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Florence.  Oh,  no;  there  is  no  quorum  here. 
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December  26,  1854 — Houbb. 

Mr.  W.  H.  English.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to 
take  from  the  Speaker's  table  a  Senate  joint  resolution  proposing  to 
appoint  Rufus  Choate,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Gideon  Hawley,  of  New 
York,  Regents  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  and  if  the  House  will 
allow  me,  I  propose  to  ask  that  the  resolution  may  be  put  upon  its 
passage. 

I  will  state,  as  a  reason  why  the  resolution  should  be  put  upon  its 
passage  at  an  early  day,  that  there  is  to  be  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
Regents  of  that  Institution  the  next  week,  and  it  is  desirable  that  there 
should  be  a  full  board  upon  that  occasion.  These  gentlemen  have  been 
Regents  heretofore,  and  I  presume  there  will  be  no  objection  to  their 
reappointment.  I  ask  that  the  resolution  may  be  taken  up  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

The  resolution  was  ro4id. 

Resolved,  etc.,  Tliat  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  of  the  class  other  than  members  of  Congress,  be  filled  by  the  reappoint- 
ment of  the  late  incumbents,  viz,  Rufus  Choate,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Gideon 
Hawley,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  S.  G.  Haven.  I  presume  there  is  no  objection  to  the  passage  of 
the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  passed. 
December  27,  1854. 

Rescihed^  etc,  \  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  of  the  class  ^^  other  than  members  of  Con- 
gress," be  filled  by  the  reappointment  of  the  late  incumbents,  viz.: 
Rufus  Choate,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Gideon  Hawley,  of  New  York. 

(Stat.,X,  722.) 

DOCUMENTS. 
My  20,  1854. 

Joint  resolution.     One  copy  of  the  works  of  Thomas  Jefferson  to 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
(Stat,  X,  594.) 

INTERNATIONAL   EXCHANGES. 
July  20,  1854. 

*  *  *  Works  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  »  »  »  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library,  for  the  purpose  of  international  exchange, 
twelve  copies. 

(Stat.,  X,594.) 

CARE  OF   GOVERNMENT  COLLECTIONS. 
Ju/y  22,  1854^Senate. 

The  Senate  having  under  consideration  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill, 
the  following  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  were  read: 

For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  expedition: 
For  compensation  of  keepers,  watchmen,  and  laborers,  $2,980. 
For  contingent  expenses,  $100. 
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Mr.  T.  G.  Pratt.  If  I  understand  that  amendment,  the  expenditure 
proposed  by  it  is  an  annual  one  for  the  preservation  of  the  collec- 
tions of  the  exploring  expedition. 

Mr.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter.  The  Senator  from  Marj-land,  over  the  way 
[Mr.  Pearce],  can  explain  this  matter. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce.  These  collections  have  been,  from  the  time  they 
were  received  in  this  country  down  to  the  present  period,  under  the 
charge  of  the  Library  Committee,  who  are  very  anxious  to  get  rid  of 
that  responsibility.  But  there  are  other  reasons  why  they  should  be 
transferred  to  the  Commissioner  of  Patents.  They  are  in  the  Patent 
Office  building;  they  are  under  his  eye.  He  is  the  proper  officer  to 
take  care  of  them.  He  takes  care  of  other  things  which  are  con- 
nected with  them. 

The  sum  appropriated,  I  will  remark,  is  rather  more,  perhaps,  than 
has  been  heretofore  expended  bj*^  the  Library  Committee  for  that 
purpose,  for  the  reason  that  it  will  be  neceijsary  to  erect  additional 
buildings,  and  necessary  to  have  an  additional  watchman,  as  there  is 
now  nothing  to  prevent  burglars  from  getting  into  so  much  of  the 
building  as  is  now  going  on.  I  believe  that  all  the  allowances  are 
economical;  and  I  am  very  sure  they  are  below  those  made  in  other 
departments  of  the  Government.  If  we  do  not  appropriate  this 
money  here,  we  shall  have  to  appropriate  the  same  sum  of  money  to 
be  expended  under  the  care  of  the  Library  Committee.  That  is  the 
only  difference.  That  committee  is  not  the  proper  body  to  take 
charge  of  the  matter.     They  are  not  an  executive  ]>ody  properly. 

Mr.  Pratt.  I  called  attention  to  the  matter  l>ecause  it  struck  me  as 
being  rather  singular  that  there  should  be  an  annual  appropriation  of 
about  $3,000  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  curiosities  collected 
by  the  exploring  expedition.  I  do  not  know  whether  thoy  are  worth 
to  the  Government  this  annual  expense.  I  only  desired  the  explana- 
tion, as  it  struck  my  mind  as  curious. 

Mr.  Pearce.  As  long  as  we  keep  them  we  must  take  care  of  them, 
and  we  can  not  take  care  of  them  with  le.ss  expenditure.  These  are 
very  interesting  objects.  There  are  120,000  people  who  visit  that 
building  annually,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  very  small  expendi- 
ture to  afford  so  much  gratification  to  our  people. 

Adopted. 

July  3f,  1854^HouBe. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  nonconcurrence  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
[July  22]  relative  to  Government  collections. 

The  amendment  was  nonconcurred  in. 


THIBTY-THIRD   0ONGBE88,  1853-1866.  505 

August  1.  1854 — House. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.     The  Committee  on  Ways  and 

Means  recommend  a  nonconcurrence  in  the  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
fifth  amendment: 

Sec.  22.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  collections  of  the  exploring  expe- 
dition, now  in  the  Patent  Office,  l)e  placed  under  the  care  and  management  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  employ  one  principal  keeper 
of  Eaid  collections  at  an  annual  salary  of  $900,  one  assistant  keeper  at  an  annual  salary 
of  $750,  one  night  watchman  at  an  annual  salary  of  $600,  and  two  laborers  at  annual 
salary  each  of  $365. 

The  amendment  was  nonconcurred  in. 
Augusts,  1854 — House. 

The  Senate  having  reinserted  the  section  that  the  Hoase  noncon- 
curred in  on  August  1,  Mr.  G.  S.  Houston  said: 

Upon  examination  of  that  amendment,  Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce,  of  the 
Senate  committee,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  assured  us  that  these  officers  are  now  kept  up  and  paid  to 
have  charge  of  this  collection.  The  object  of  the  amendment  is  only 
to  relieve  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  from  their  responsi- 
bility concerning  the  matter.  There  is,  I  believe,  an  increase  of  one 
messenger,  besides  which  it  will  cost  no  more  money  than  under  the 
present  arrangement.  The  conmiittee,  therefore,  report  in  favor  of 
the  House  receding  from  its  disagreement. 

August  4,  1854, 

Civil  and  diplomatic  act  for  1855. 

For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  expedition: 
For  compensation  of  keepers,  watchmen,  and  laborers,  $2,980. 
For  contingent  expenses,  $100. 

(Stat.,  X,  532.) 

report   of   the   SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION. 
Ju//  25,  1854^Senate. 

The  Presiding  Officer  (Mr.  Jesse  D.  Bright)  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce,  was  ordered  to  be  printed;  and  a  motion 
by  Mr.  T.  J.  Rusk  to  print  10,000  additional  copies  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 
Ju//  28,  1854— Senate. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  motion  to  print  additional  copies  of  the  eighth  annual 
report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  re- 
ported resolution: 

JResdvedf  That  there  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  10,000  extra  copies  of  the 
eighth  annual  report  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  500  of  such  copies 
to  be  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  its  use. 

Agreed  to. 
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August  1,  1854 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Linn  Boyd)  laid  before  the  House  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  transmitting 
the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 

The  Speaker.  The  annual  report  does  not  accompany  the  letter  of 
the  Secretar}'.  The  Chair  understands  that  there  is  but  one  copy. 
It  is  very  voluminous,  and  is  now  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  W.  II.  English.  I  move  that  the  communication  and  report  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed;  and  1  move  that  20,000 
extra  copies  be  printed,  and  that  that  motion  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing.     So  ordered. 

August  2,  1854 — Houss. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Stanton,  of  Kentucky'.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
1  have  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  which  I  desire  to 
make.     I  believe  that  coumiittee  have  the  right  to  report  at  any  time. 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Stanton.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Conunittee  on  Printing  to 
offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  10,000  extra  copies  of  the  annual  report  of  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  including  the  minority  report  upon 
the  distribution  of  the  fund — 7,000  copies  for  distribution  by  the  members  of  this 
House  and  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  Institution. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  lay  that  resolution  upon 
the  table. 
The  motion  not  agreed  to. 
The  resolution  adopted. 

March  1,  1855-'Senate. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  David  R.  Atchison)  laid  before 
the  Senate  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
communicating  the  ninth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
that  Institution;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  pnnted. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  Richakd  Brodhead  to  print  10,000  additional 
copies  of  the  report  was  referred  to  the  Committe<5  on  Printing. 

March  2,  1855— Senate. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  10,000  additional  copies  of  the  ninth  annual  report  of  tlie  Board  of 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce.  I  move  to  amend  that  order  by  adding  *'  twenty- 
five  hundred  of  which  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Secretary  of  the  said 
Institution." 

Mr.  Johnson.  I  am  willing  to  accept  that. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  order,  as  amended,  was 
adopted. 
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March  3,  1855 — House. 

Mr.  William  H.  English.  Mr.  Speaker,  what  disposition  was  made 
of  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution?    Was  there  an  order  to  print? 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Linn  Boyd).  The  report  was  laid  upon  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  English.  Has  there  been  a  motion  made  to  print  the  usual 
number  of  extra  copies  if 

The  Speaker.  There  has  not;  but  that  motion  is  now  in  order,  and 
will  go  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  English.  I  submit  that  motion. 

The  proposition  for  the  printing  of  extra  copies  of  the  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  Samuel  Russell.  I  am  instructed  bv  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  there  be  printed  six  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  annual  report  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution — four  thousand  for  the  use  of  members,  and  two  thousand 
for  the  Institution. 

Adopted. 

METEOROLOGY — JAMES  P.  ESPY. 
July  25,  f 854— House. 

The  House  having  under  consideration  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  navy  appropriation  bill — 

Mr.  S.  G.  Haven  said:  I  offer  the  following  amendment,  not  by  di- 
rection of  the  committee,  for  I  take  it  that  the  committee  is  against  me: 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  pay  the  salary  of  Professor  James  P.  Espy 
for  the  current  fiscal  year,  ending  thirtieth  June,  1855,  $2,000;  payment  to  be  made 
in  the  same  manner  and  under  like  control  as  former  appropriations  for  meteorolog- 
ical observations. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Phelps.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Haven.  Let  me  state  just  why  I  think  the  amendment  is  in 
order.  Similar  appropriations  are  to  be  found  in  the  navy  appropri- 
ation bills  for  the  last  three  or  four  years.  You  will  find  it  referred 
to  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  President's  message 
and  accompanying  documents,  page  302.  On  page  393  the  committee 
will  find  a  letter  from  Professor  Espy,  from  which  I  will  read  a  short 
extract.  After  detailing  the  duties  which  he  has  performed  in  refer- 
ence to  collecting  and  collating  meteorological  observations  that  have 
been  made  at  the  military  posts  in  the  country,  he  uses  the  following 
language  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  have  already  finished  collating  the  years  1849,  1850,  and  1851,  with  the  exce|)- 
tion  of  the  third  quarter  of  1849  and  the  third  quarter  of  1851.  These  quarters  I 
shall  finish  by  the  end  of  the  present  year,  and  if  you  so  direct,  the  report  for  these 
three  years  can  be  hande<l  in  to  Congress.  But  I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  report 
on  this  subject  would  be  greatly  increased  in  value  by  even  a  small  increase  of  time 
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containtHl  in  it;  aiul  I  nhould  be  pleased  if  you  would  allow  the  report  to  l)e  with- 
held from  C)ungre88  till  ita  second  session,  at  which  time  the  year  1852  would  be 
embodied  in  it. 

This  man  has  been  regularly  and  continuously  employed;  and  you 
will  find,  in  the  cases  referred  to,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has 
made  the  recommendations  of  which  I  have  spoken.  You  will  find  by 
referring  to  page  112  that  this  appropriation  of  $2,000  a  j-ear  was 
not  only  made  for  that  year,  but  for  the  year  previous.  In  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  at  page  221,  you  will  find  that  the  same  appropriation 
was  made,  and  in  the  precise  way  in  which  it  has  been  made  in  every 
particular  case.  I  now  offer  this  amendment,  because  my  friend  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens],  who  is  my  colleague  upon  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  told  me  that  he  had  always  attended  to  it,  and  he 
intrusted  it  to  my  hands  now.  I  wish  to  perform  that  trust  faithfully, 
as  it  is  an  appropriation  w^hich  I  think  ought  to  be  made.  It  is  cer- 
tainly one  which  has  been  adopted  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill  for  the 
last  half  dozen  years. 

The  Chairman.  The  Chair  would  inquire  whether  the  office  was 
established  l)v  law  ? 

Mr.  Haven.  Certainly;  and  this  .nan  is  in  the  employment  of  the 
Government.     He  is  now  engaged  in  making  a  report. 

Mr.  PiiELrs.  1  differ  with  the  gentleman  as  to  the  fact  whether  the 
office  was  established  by  law.  I  admit  that  in  two  or  three  naval 
appropriation  bills  an  amendment  was  passed  making  provision  for 
the  prosecution  of  meteorological  surveys,  but  those  appropriations 
were  only  made  from  year  to  year.  There  is  no  such  officer  provided 
for  by  law.  His  term  of  office  expired  the  1st  of  July,  and  there  is 
no  law  providing  for  the  continuation  or  further  prosecution  of  these 
meteorological  surveys.  It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  raise  the  ques- 
tion of  order. 

Mr.  Haven.  I  will  not  say  whether  I  am  right  or  wrong  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter;  but  1  do  say  that  for  a  series  of  years  appropria- 
tions have  lx>cn  made  from  year  to  year  for  this  purpose,  contained 
precisely  in  the  same  words  as  my  amendment.  This  man  is  in  the 
public  employment 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  of  Virginia.  Will  the  gentleman  say  whether  the 
office  of  Mr.  Espy,  who  used  to  be  callexl  the  "Storm  King,"  is  an 
office  created  by  law? 

Mr.  Haven.  The  question  which  my  friend  from  Virginia  puts  me 
has  reference  to  the  designation  of  the  man  that  fills  the  office — "  Storm 
King,"  as  he  says — rather  than  to  the  emplojonent  in  which  he  is 
engaged.  I  can  not  say  whether  there  is  such  an  officer  as  the  head  of 
a  bureau  of  meteorological  surveys,  but  I  do  understand  that  the  law 
has  made  provision  for  this  office.  I  have  pointed  to  the  place  whore 
provision  is  made  for  the  office,  and  for  paying  the  man  who  has  been 
emplo^'^cd  under  the  law  to  fill  it. 
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The  Chairman.  If  tho  Chair  understands  the  facts  of  the  case,  this 
was  a  special  service  for  which  the  appropriation  was  made;  and  the 
service  and  oflSce  expire  with  the  exhaustion  of  the  appropriation.  * 
The  amendment  would  not,  therefore,   be  in  order  under  the  rule 
established. 

Mr.  Haven.  Allow  me  to  say  one  thing  further.  When  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  matter 

[Loud  cries  of  "  Order  I "  "  Order  I  "J 

The  Chairman.  Does  the  gentleman  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair? 

Mr.  Haven.  I  do;  and  I  desire  simply  to  say  that  ever  since  1  have 
been  in  this  House 

Mr.  Phelps.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  There  is  an  appeal  pend- 
ing, and  no  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Stanton.  I  desire  to  make  a  suggestion.  This  is  in  con- 
tinuation of  works  which  have  already  been  commenced.  These  obser- 
vations have  been  carried  on  for  a  series  of  years. 

[Cries  of  ' '  Question  I "  "  Question  I "] 

The  Chairman.  The  question  is,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  conmiittee?" 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  not  sus- 
tained;  there  being,  on  a  count,  only  thirty-one  in  tho  affirmative. 

The  Chairman.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Haven]. 

Mr.  D.  Stuart,  of  Michigan.  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Haven]  by  increasing  the  appro- 
priation $1. 

I  have  moved  the  amendment  merely  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
me  to  ask  one  or  two  questions,  to  which  I  ask  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  There  is  now  an  officer  employed  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  whose  duty  it  is  to  receive  and  to  make  all 
these  meteorological  calculations,  and  to  report  upon  them.  Reports 
are  sent  from  all  the  different  military  stations  in  the  country  to  him. 
He  is  employed  at  present  in  getting  out  a  work  upon  this  subject  at 
the  expense  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  What  I  want  to  know 
is,  whether  these  are  the  same  services  upon  .which  Professor  Espy  is 
employed. 

Mr.  Haven.  I  can  only  answer  the  gentleman  by  reference  to  the 
documents.  1  know  nothing  of  the  computations  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution;  but  I  doubt  not  the  gentleman  is  correct  in  what  he 
states. 

Here  is  Professor  Espy's  letter: 

Ibvimo  Hotel,  Waskingiont  SepUmber  8, 1863, 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  mstant,  requesting  me  to  ''furnish  you  a 
report  of  my  labors,  and  their  results,  connected  with  the  meteorological  observations 
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conducted  by  me,  under  the  direction  of  the  Navy  Department  during  the  past  year," 
I  have  to  report  propreps  as  follow?: 

Dunng  the  year,  as  in  sovttral  former  years,  I  have  had  access  to  all  the  meteoro- 
logical journals  kept  at  the  various  military  pos^tis  by  order  of  the  Surgeon-General, 
and  to  all  the  journals  procurt^l  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  wliich  are  very 
numerous,  and  embrace  a  very  wide  extent  of  territory,  which,  unites!  to  the  journals 
of  my  own  correspondents,  furnish  the  means,  such  as  the  worl<i  never  possessed 
l)efore,  of  generalizing  the  phenomena  of  stonns,  and  educing  laws  which  apply  to 
their  origin,  the  dirc^ction  and  velocity  of  their  motion,  in  the  TTnitc^d  States;  the 
direction  and  violence  of  the  wind  in  different  parts  of  the  storm  at  the  same  time; 
the  state  of  the  barometer  in  the  stonn  and  around  its  borders;  the  causes  which  pro- 
duce these  phenomena,  and  the  means  of  prtnlicting,  in  all  great  storms  of  dangerous 
violence,  their  approach  in  time  to  prepare  for  them.  Huw  much  of  all  this  I  have 
already  done,  and  how  much  remains  to  be  done,  and  with  what  prospect  of  succesB, 
you  will  judge  by  examining  my  previous  reports  to  the  Department. 

The  plan  which  I  adopted  in  these  reports,  in  collating  the  meteorological  journals, 
was  to  exhibit  to  the  eye,  on  skeleton  maps  of  the  United  States,  the  various  phe- 
nomena of  the  winds  and  rains  and  barometric  fluctuations  by  approi>riate  symbols, 
80  that,  by  a  glance,  it  might  l)c  seen  wliere  a  stonn  wiu«  raging,  how  far  it  extended, 
in  what  direction,  and  with  what  vi(>lence  the  wind  blew  in  its  borders,  and  beyond; 
how  the  barometer  stood  within  and  beyond  its  borders,  and  how  far,  and  in  what 
direction,  the  center  of  tlie  storm  had  moved  by  the  next  <lay  at  the  same  hour.  This 
plan  I  have  not  seen  pn>per  to  change  in  the  report  now  in  progress  for  the  Depart- 
ment. 

I  have  already  finished  collating  the  years  1849,  1850,  and  1851,  with  the  exception 
of  the  third  quarter  of  1H49  and  the  third  quarter  of  1851.  These  (juarters  I  shall 
finish  by  the  end  of  the  present  year;  ami,  if  you  so  direct,  the  report  for  these  three 
years  can  be  handed  in  to  C.'ongress.  But  I  resj^ectfully  suggest  that  a  report  on  this 
subject  would  be  greatly  increase<i  in  value  by  even  a  small  increai^e  of  time  contained 
in  it;  and  I  should  be  pleased  if  you  would  allow  the  r(!j)ort  to  l>e  withheld  from 
Congress  till  its  second  session,  at  which  time  the  year  1851  would  be  embodied  in  it. 

Whatever  vou  direct  me  to  do  on  this  shall  \>e  done  to  the  best  of  mv  abilitv. 

Very  respectfully,  your  olx?dient  ser\*ant, 

James  P.  Espv. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Dobbin. 

These  calculations  are  of  very  great  service  to  science.  They  are 
the  handmaid  to  the  great  l)usiness  in  which  Lieutenant  Maury  is 
engaged.  It  seems  that  Professor  Espy  has  access  to  the  journals  kept 
at  the  various  military  stiitions  in  the  country,  to  all  the  journals 
received  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  l)esides  that,  has  a  very 
large  correspondence  of  his  own  from  which  he  deduces  his  facts,  and 
report^  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Stuakt,  by  unanimous  consent,  withdrew  his  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  S.  (t.  Haven's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

August  5,  1854. 

Act  for  naval  service  for  1855. 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  pay  the  salary  of  Professor 
James  P.  Espy,  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  ending  June  30, 1855,  ^2,000: 
the  payment  to  be  made  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  like  control 
as  former  appropriations  for  meteorolot.nciil  observations. 

(Stat.,  X,  584.) 
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March  3,  1855. 

Act  for  naval  service  for  1856. 

To  enable  the  Sccretarj^  of  the  Navy  to  pay  the  salary  of  Professor 
James  P.  Espy,  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  ending  June  30, 1856,  $2,000; 
the  payment  to  bo  made  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  like  control 
as  former  appropriations  for  meteorological  observation's. 

(Stat.,  X,  677.) 

EXPLORING   EXPEDITION. 
August  4,  1854. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  act  for  1855. 

Department  of  the  Interior. — ^That  the  collections  of  the  exploring 
expedition,  now  in  the  Patent-OflSce,  be  placed  under  the  care  and 
management  of  tlie  Commissioner  of  Patents,  who  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  employ  one  principal  keeper  of  said  collections  at  an  annual 
salary  of  $900,  one  assistant  keeper  at  an  annual  salary  of  $750,  one 
night  watchman  at  an  annual  salary  of  $600,  and  two  laborers  at  an 
annual  salary  each  of  $865—^2,980. 

(Stat.  X,  572.) 

To  enable  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  of  Congress  to 
replace  the  seven  volumes  and  atlas  of  the  exploring  expedition 
destroyed  by  the  burning  of  the  Librarj^,  and  the  plates  and  other 
property  destroyed  by  the  fire  in  Philadelphia,  including  binding, 
$9,010.75. 

(Stat.  X,  547.) 

march  3.  1855. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  act  for  1856. 

For  completing  the  publications  of  the  works  of  the  exploring  expe- 
dition, $29,320. 
(Stat.  X,  668.) 

RESIGNATION    OF  MB.    RUFUS    CHOATE — POLICY   OF  THE    INSTITUTION — 

INVESTIGATION. 
January  17,  1855 — Senate. 

The  President  (Mr.  Jesse  D.  Bright).  I  lay  before  the  Senate  a 
communication  from  Hon.  Ruf us  Choate,  one  of  the  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiives: 

I  take  leave  to  communicate  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  my  resignation  of  the 
office  of  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

It  is  due  to  the  body  which  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with  their  trust  for  some 
years,  and  has  recently  conferred  it  for  a  new  term,  to  say  that  this  step  is  taken 
not  from  any  loss  of  interest  in  the  welfare  of  that  important  establishment,  but  in 
part  from  the  inconvenience  experienced  in  attending  the  meetings,  and  in  part 
also,  and  more  immediately,  from  my  inability  to  concur  or  acquiesce  in  an  interpre- 
tation of  the  act  of  Congress  constituting  the  actual  Institution  and  the  Board  of 
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Regents,  which  has  been  adopted,  and  i8  now  altoiit  to  )>e  pni('ti(*ally  curried  into 
administration  by  a  majority  of  tiie  l)oanl.  Tliat  a<-t,  it  hiw  soeineii  to  nie,  per- 
emptorily "directs  a  manner*'  and  prescribes  a  [)lan  acroniing  to  which  it  intends 
that  the  Institution  shall  accomplish  the  will  of  the  donor. 

By  the  earlier  law  acx'epting  the  gift  Congress  engaged  to  direct  such  a  manner 
and  to  devise  such  a  plan  and  pledged  the  faith  of  the  Unite<l  States  that  the  funds 
should  be  applied  according  to  such  plan  and  such  manner.  In  fulfillment  of  that 
pledge,  and  in  the  performance  of  its  inalienable  and  incx)mmuni(>able  duty  as  trustee 
of  the  charity,  that  Ixxiy,  after  many  years  of  deli>)eration — from  which  it  never 
sought  to  relieve  itself  by  devolving  the  work  upon  the  discretion  of  others — 
matured  its  plan  and  e^>tablished  the  actual  Institution  to  carry  it  out.  Of  this 
plan  the  general  features  are  sketche<l  with  great  clearness  and  great  completeness 
in  the  law.  Without  resorting  for  aid  in  its  interpretation  to  its  (mrliamentary  his- 
tory, the  journals  and  debates,  the  substantial  meaning  seems  to  be  palfxable  and 
unequivocal  in  its  terms.  By  such  aid  it  is  rendered  quite  certain.  A  Board  of  Regents 
is  created  to  administer  it.  Some  discretionary  i>owers,  of  courne,  are  given  to  the 
lx)ard  in  regard  of  details  and  in  regard  of  ]>oHsible  surpluses  of  income  which  oiay 
remain  at  any  given  time,  while  the  plan  of  Congress  is  being  zealouf^ly  and  judi- 
ciously carried  into  effect;  but  these  discretionary  powers  are  given,  I  think,  in  trust 
for  the  plan  of  Congress  and  as  auxiliary  to,  cooperate  with,  and  executory  of,  it. 
They  were  given  for  the  sake  of  the  plan,  simply  to  enable  the  Uegenta  the  more 
effectually  and  truly  to  administer  that  very  one,  not  to  enable  them  to  devise  and 
administer  another  of  their  own,  unauthorized  in  the  terms  of  the  law,  incom- 
patible with  its  announced  objects  and  its  full  development,  not  alluded  to  in  it  any- 
where, and  which,  as  the  journals  and  the  debates  inform  us,  when  presented  to  the 
House  under  specific  propositions,  was  rejected. 

Of  this  act  an  interpretation  has  now  been  adopted  by  which,  it  has  seemed  to  me, 
these  discretionary  means  of  carrying  the  will  of  Congress  into  effe<rt  are  transformed 
into  means  of  practically  disappointing  that  will  and  of  building  up  an  institution 
substantially  unlike  that  which  it  intended,  which  HUX)er8eiles  and  disphures  it,  and 
in  effect  repeals  the  law.  Differences  of  opinion  ha4l  existed  in  the  board  from  its 
firnt  meeting  in  rq^rd  of  the  administration  of  the  act;  but  they  were  com[)08ed  by 
a  resolution  of  compromise,  according  to  which  a  full  half  of  tlie  annual  income  was 
to  be  eventually  applied  in  permanence  to  what  I  deem  the  essential  parts  of  the 
plan  of  Congress.  That  resolution  of  compromise  is  now  formally  rescinded,  and 
henceforward  the  discretion  of  the  Regents,  and  not  the  act  of  Ctjngress,  is  to  be  the 
rule  of  appropriation,  and  that  discretion  has  already  declari'd  itself  for  another 
plan  than  what  I  deem  the  plan  of  Congress.  It  may  be  added  that,  under  the  same 
interpretation,  the  ofiice  and  powers  of  secretary  are  fundamentally  changed  from 
those  of  the  secretary  of  the  law,  as  I  read  it,  and  are  greatly  enlarged. 

In  this  interpretation  I  can  not  ac^iuiesce;  and  with  entire  res^xx^t  for  the  majority 
of  the  board,  and  with  much  kindness  and  regard  to  all  its  members,  I  am  sure  thttt 
my  duty  requires  a  respectful  tender  of  resignation.  I  make  it  accordingly,  and  am 
your  olxxiient  serx'ant, 

RUFl'S  CnOATB. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  IS,  1866. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce.  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  make  a  suggestion  in 
regjird  to  the  disposition  which  shall  be  made  of  this  paper.  Before 
I  do  so,  however,  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  while  I  submit  a 
very  few  remarks. 

The  pap(>r,  sir,  is  one  of  unusual  character.  It  puiports  to  be  a 
resignation  liy  a  gentleman  holding  a  public  trust  under  the  appoint^ 
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ment  of  Congress,  and  assigns  reasons  for  the  resignation.  The  first 
is  the  inability  of  the  party  resigning  to  perform  the  duties  of  his 
trust;  that  is  to  say,  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  institution,  without 
which  attendance  he  can  not  perform  the  duties  of  his  trust;  quite  a 
sufficient  reason,  and  one  which,  perhaps,  has  been  of  equal  weight 
for  the  last  seven  years  as  now.  The  second  reason  is  his  inability  to 
concur  with  the  majority  of  the  Board  of  Regents  in  the  interpreta- 
tion which  they  have  given  to  the  statute  establishing  the  Institution. 
If  the  letter  of  resignation  had  terminated  there  I  should  not  have 
had  a  word  to  say;  but  it  goes  much  farther.  It  is,  in  effect,  nothing 
more  than  we  have  seen  in  the  public  prints  for  the  last  year,  though 
of  course  in  very  different  language,  and  instigated  by  purposes  very 
different  from  those  which  I  hope  and  believe  actuate  the  retiring 
Regent. 

It  sets  forth,  sir,  that  Congress  has  established  a  plan  for  the  con- 
duct of  this  Institution,  has  prescribed  a  manner  in  which  the  Regents 
shall  manage  its  affairs;  that  the  act  sketches  with  clearness  and  com- 
pleteness the  principal  features  of  this  plan;  that  they  are  quite  appar- 
ent without  reference  to  the  parliamentary  history  of  the  act;  that 
with  that  they  are  unmistakably  clear.  Then  he  charges  that  the 
majority  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  who  have  the  misfortune  to  differ 
from  the  retiring  Regent,  have  subverted  that  plan  established  by  Con- 
gress, have  departed  from  the  manner  in  which  Congress  prescribed 
that  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  should  be  conducted,  and  diverted 
the  application  of  the  funds  from  the  objects  prescribed  in  the  law, 
have  appropriated  them  to  objects  not  mentioned  in  the  law,  incompat- 
ible with  the  prescribed  objects,  and  not  warranted,  either  by  the  let- 
ter or  spirit  of  any  of  its  provisions;  that  thus  the  Board  of  Regents 
have  substituted  their  will  for  the  will  of  the  National  Legislature,  and 
have,  in  effect,  repealed  the  act  of  Congress. 

Sir,  these  are  very  grave  charges.  I  happen  to  be  one  of  those  who 
have  been  thus  contumacious,  who  have  thus  endeavored  to  subvert  the 
will  of  the  National  Legislature,  and  to  repeal  the  act  of  Congress  for 
the  faithful  execution  of  which  I  had  pledged  everything  which  a  man 
of  honor  cx)uld  pledge  by  the  acceptance  of  the  trust.  Sir,  I  can  not 
but  feel  sensibly  the  reproach  conveyed  in  this  letter,  and  I  feel  it  not 
only  sensibly,  but  with  something  of  indignation.  I  have  one  conso- 
lation, however.  I  do  not  stand  alone  in  the  interpretation  which  I 
have  given  to  this  act.  I  am  consoled  for  differing  from  the  brilliant 
parliamentary  and  forensic  orator  who  is  the  author  of  this  letter  by 
reflecting  that  I  am  sustained  in  my  opinion  by  men  of  such  weight  of 
character  as  can  not  well  be  exceeded  in  this  country.  Let  me  mention 
a  few  of  them.  In  the  first  place,  I  will  mention  him  who  holds  the 
first  rank  as  a  jurist  in  the  United  States;  first,  unquestionably,  in 
position,  and,  as  I  believe,  not  surpassed  either  in  the  variety  and 
H.  Doc.  732 33 
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extent  of  his  legal  learning,  the  vigor  and  acuteness  of  his  logical  facul- 
ties, or  the  purity  of  his  professional  and  private  life,  by  any  man  in 
this  country  or  elsewhere.  I  mean  Chief  Justice  Taney,  with  whom  I 
consider  it  to  be  exceedingly  fortunate  that  I  concur  in  opinion  on  this 
question. 

Next,  sir,  I  may  be  allowed  to  mention  a  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
a  member  of  General  Jackson's  Cabinet,  his  first  Attorney -General,  foi 
many  years  a  distinguished  ornament  of  this  body,  and  now,  in  spite 
of  years  somewhat  advancing,  retaining  all  the  vigor  of  those  physical 
and  intellectual  faculties  which  made  Mr.  Wirt  characterize  him  thirty 
years  ago  as  a  man  of  splendid  ability,  and  who  at  this  time  maintains, 
as  he  has  done  for  thirty  years,  a  proud  position  in  the  front  ranks  of 
his  noble  profession.     I  mean  Mr.  Berrien,  of  Georgia. 

Then,  sir,  I  may  mention  a  gentleman  who  was  also  once  an  Attorney- 
General  of  the  United  States,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  minister 
to  England  and  to  France,  himself  more  intimately  connected  with 
this  Institution  than  any  other  person  whom  I  know,  having  been  the 
agent  appointed  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  proceed 
to  Ix)ndon  and  prosecute  the  suit  in  chancery  upon  which  the  deter- 
mination of  this  fund  depended;  a  gentleman  of  ample  ability,  of  high 
cultivation,  and  mature  experience.  I  mean  Mr.  Richard  Rush^  of 
Pennsylvania. 

I  shall  not,  in  his  presence,  bestow  any  eulogium  upon  my  friend, 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mason],  who  is  one  of  those 
who  have  concurred  with  me.  But  even  in  his  presence  I  may  say 
this  much :  That  for  many  years — more,  perhaps,  than  he  would  be  glad 
to  acknowledge — he  has  been  engaged  in  a  large  and  successful  prac- 
tice, and  in  the  higher  walks  of  his  profession;  and  that  this  furnishes 
some  small  reason  to  infer  that  he  is  quite  competent  to  construe  an 
act  of  Congress. 

Of  the  other  members  of  the  Board  of  Regents  who  concur  with  me 
I  need  not  make  mention  further  than  to  say  that,  though  not  legal 
men,  they  are  all  men  of  great  eminence  in  this  country,  and  their 
eminence  has  been  recognized  in  the  high  public  positions  which  they 
have  occupied  and  still  occupy  and  adorn. 

As  I  have  said  before,  sir,  this  is  some  small  consolation  to  me  for 
venturing  to  differ  from  Mr.  Choate,  who  so  unqualifiedly  condemns 
all  those  who  oppose  him.  There  is  something  rather  peremptory^  I 
think,  in  the  manner  in  which  he  announces  his  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  construction  and  violation  of  this  law.  I  do  not  find  it  qualified 
by  the  expression  of  the  possibility  of  any  misconstruction  on  his 
part;  by  the  admission  that  intelligent  and  honorable  men  might  well 
differ  in  regard  to  that  construction.  Far  be  it  from  me,  sir,  to 
impute  to  those  who  differ  from  me  any  want  of  intelligence  and  sin- 
cerity.    The  Senator  who  sits  beside  me  [Mr.  Douglas]  is  one  who 
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differed  from  me  in  the  Board;  but  nothing  has  ever  occurred  because 
of  that  difference  to  diminish  the  respect  which  I  entertain  for  himself, 
his  talents,  and  abilities. 

Well,  now,  let  us  see  for  a  moment  what  are  those  requirements  of 
the  law  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Choate,  the  Regents  have  neg- 
lected or  violated.  The  act  organizing  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
has  prescribed  certain  definite  objects,  due  attention  to  which  the 
Regents  undoubtedly  are  bound  in  good  faith  to  pay.  It  has  required 
us  to  erect  a  building  such  as  was  described  in  the  act — a  building  upon 
a  large  and  liberal  scale,  sufficient  for  the  reception  and  arrangement 
upon  that  scale  of  collections  of  natural  history,  including  a  geolog- 
ical and  mineralogical  cabinet,  a  museum,  library,  chemical  laboratory, 
a  gallery  of  art,  and  lecture  rooms.  These  are  all  the  objects  specified 
in  the  act. 

There  is  another  clause  in  the  law  which  authorizes  the  Board  of 
Regents  to  apply  such  funds  of  the  Institution  as  are  not  specifically 
appropriated  by  the  act,  or  required  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  it, 
to  such  other  purposes  as  they  may  deem  best  suited  to  carry  out  the 
pui'poses  indicated  in  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson,  the  founder  of  the 
Institution.  That  is  the  clause  to  which,  I  presume,  Mr.  Choate 
refers  when  he  says  there  are  some  discretionary  powers,  which  he 
seems  to  think  very  insignificant,  and  which  are  given  to  the  Regents, 
in  his  opinion,  only  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  the  details  of  the  plan 
prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  or  as  merely  subsidiary  to  the  gen- 
eral authority  which  Congress  had  bestowed  upon  the  Regents  in 
regard  to  the  library,  museum,  and  gallery  of  art. 

But,  sir,  while  Congress  has  thus  prescribed  generally  the  features 
which  they  chose  to  give  to  this  Institution,  I  apprehend  it  will  be 
found  on  an  examination  of  the  instrument  that  the  discretionary 
powers  conferred  upon  the  Regents  are  far  larger  than  those  ascribed 
by  the  retiring  Regent.  The  Board  of  Regents  have  recognized  fully 
and  constantly  the  obligation  upon  them  of  every  requisition  contained 
in  that  law,  and  I  think  they  have  faithfully  fulfilled  those  requisi- 
tions. They  have  erected  the  building  required  by  law;  they  have 
designed  and  completed  it  upon  a  large  and  liberal  sc*ale.  They  have 
made  provision  for  the  collection  and  arrangement  of  objects  of  natural 
histor}^.  They  have  made  appropriations  for  a  library,  and  have  made 
a  beginning  with  a  gallery  of  art.  They  have  established  a  chemical 
laboratory,  which  is  one  of  the  objects  enjoined  in  the  act;  and  they 
have  provided  lecture  rooms  specified  in  the  law.  They  have  not 
appropriated  a  very  large  portion  of  the  funds  of  the  Institution  for 
the  library,  though,  in  this  respect,  the  amount  applied  has  been  far 
greater  than  is  generally  supposed;  and  that  is,  after  all,  the  real  gist 
of  the  controversy. 

It  is  singular  that  in  the  act  of  Congress  there  is  a  limitation  upon 
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the  appropriation.s  for  a  library  and  no  limit  to  the  appropriations 
which  may  be  made  for  any  other  of  the  designated  objectij.  The  lim- 
itation in  the  library  expenditure  was  rather  inappropriately  added  to 
one  of  the  sections  of  the  bill  to  which  it  was  not  germane.  It  for- 
bids the  application  of  more  than  $25,000  per  annum  to  that  purpose; 
but  the  act  does  not  anywhere  require  the  Regents  to  expend  annually 
that  amount.  It  establishes  no  minimum  below  which  they  shall  not 
fall  in  their  appropriations,  but  it  simply  establishes  a  maximum 
be3'^ond  which  they  shall  not  go.  That  has  been  done  by  Congress  in 
regard  to  the  library,  but  in  regard  to  no  other  object  of  expenditure. 
Well,  sir,  the  Regents,  in  their  discretion,  have  not  thought  it  neces- 
sary or  expedient  to  expend  the  whole  amount  of  the  sum  to  which 
they  were  limited  by  that  provision  of  the  act,  and  hence,  I  think,  all 
the  difficulties  in  regard  to  this  matter.  They  could  not  understand 
the  words  '"not  exceeding  $25,000"  to  mean  not  less  than  $25,000,  or 
to  mean  nearly  $25,000,  or  to  signify  anything  else  than  that  such  was 
the  utmost  limit  of  expenditure  authorized  by  the  act  for  this  purpose. 
The  words  necessarily  imply  that  the  Regents  might  expend  less  than 
that  sum,  and  the  question  how  much  less  was  one  purely  for  their 
discretion. 

The  Regents  supposed  that  when  the  act  of  Congress  made  it  their 
imperative  duty  to  provide  a  suitable  building,  with  proper  and  neces- 
sary lecture  rooms.  Congress  did  not  mean  those  lecture  rooms  to  be 
empty  and  voiceless.  They  supposed  that  the  lexjture  rooms  could  only 
be  used  by  employing  lecturers  and  causing  lectures  to  be  delivered. 
They  thought  that  a  nex^essary  and  irresistible  inference.  They  did 
not  suppose  that  this  was  any  strained  construction,  any  forced  impli- 
cation, but  that  it  followed  as  necessarily  as  light  follows  the  rising  of 
the  sun.  As  the  provision  for  lecture  rooms  was  mandatory,  there 
was  not  even  a  discretion  as  to  lex;tures.  They  were  a  matter  of 
course,  and  the  Regents  would  have  been  justly  censura})le  if  they  had 
failed  to  adopt  this  necessary  means  of  giving  utility  to  the  lecture 
rooms. 

Congress  further  made  it  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Regents  to 
establish  a  chemical  laboratory.  For  what  purpose?  Why,  1  pre- 
sume, for  physical  researches.  If  not  for  that,  then  for  no  purpose. 
It  was  idle  and  nugatory  in  Congress  to  require  the  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  to  establish  a  chemical  laboratory  if  they  were 
to  make  no  researches.  For  the  purpose  of  illustration  of  lectures  a 
little  apparatus  would  have  been  all-sufficient.  The  Regents  have  felt 
themselves  bound  to  encourage  researches,  and  have  considered  that 
they  were  authorized  not  only  to  direct  researches  in  physical  science 
but  to  publish  them,  for  this  Institution,  we  must  remember,  is  '*  for 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  and  if  we  are 
bound  to  have  a  chemicjil  laboratory,  and  if  wo  are  as  necessarily  bound 
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to  cause  researches  to  be  made,  I  would  ask,  Of  what  use  are  the 
researches;  how  shall  we  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge  of  them 
among  men  if  we  seal  them  up  and  do  not  publish  them  to  the  world  i^ 
As  the  collections  of  natural  history  would  be  nothing  more  than  a 
show  if  we  were  satisfied  with  merely  placing  and  arranging  them  in 
a  museum,  we  think  that  they  should  be  described.  They  can  best  be 
made  available  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  by  causing 
them  to  be  described  by  scientific  men  in  memoirs,  such  as  are  pub- 
lished by  the  Institution.  We  have  thought,  then,  that  publication 
was  as  necessary  a  result,  from  the  express  powers  of  the  grant,  as 
any  other  duty  which  the  Regents  had  to  perform. 

We  did  not  think  that  the  sole  limit  of  our  power.  We  did  suppose 
that,  under  the  large  discretion  given  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  act, 
it  was  the  Regents  who  were  to  consider  how  much  of  the  funds  of 
the  Institution  were  properly  to  be  applied  to  the  objexits  specified  by 
the  act.  Since  Congress  itself  has  not  told  us  how  to  apportion  the 
funds  of  the  Institution  among  those  objects,  it  followed,  therefore, 
that  the  Regents  must  have  a  discretion  in  that  regard,  and  if  they 
have  a  discretion,  where  is  the  limit?  Nowhere,  except  that  we  may 
not  expend  more  than  $26,000  on  the  libraiy  in  any  one  year.  Then 
we  supposed  the  general  provisions  of  that  ninth  section,  which  gave 
us  the  right  to  apply  the  funds  not  wanted  for  the  other  objects  in  such 
manner  as  we  might  think  most  conducive  to  the  purposes  of  Smith- 
son's  will,  were  ample  enough  to  justify  us  in  instituting  researches  and 
making  publication  of  the  results. 

Here  is  the  section  in  question: 

Si5C.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacUffj  That  of  any  other  moneys  which  have  accrued,  or 
shall  hereafter  accrue,  as  interest  upon  the  said  Smithsonian  fund,  not  herein  appro- 
priated, or  not  required  for  the  purposes  herein  provided,  the  said  managers  are 
hereby  authorized  to  make  such  dif<posal  as  they  shall  deem  best  suited  for  the  pro- 
mot  it>n  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

It  does  not  confine  the  discretion  of  the  Regents  to  the  details  neces- 
sary in  carrying  out  the  specified  objects,  but  extends  it  to  other 
objects,  being  such  as  they  shall  deem  best  suited  for  the  promotion 
of  the  purpose  of  the  testator;  that  is,  the  increiise  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men.  So  that  it  is  not,  as  Mr.  Choate  supposes, 
merely  a  trust  for  the  designated  objects,  but  for  such  other  purposes 
as  corre^spond  with  the  intention  of  the  will,  anything  else  contained 
in  the  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Under  the  authority  of 
this  section,  we  have  thought  proper  to  stimulate  researches  not  prose- 
cuted within  the  walls  of  the  building  nor  confined  to  specimens  of 
natural  history  deposited  in  its  collections.  They  are  described  in  the 
plan  of  organization,  and  include  historical,  ethnological,  and  statistical 
inquiries,  meteorological  observations  for  solving  the  problem  of 
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American  storms,  and  experimental  problems  in  electricity,  light,  etc 
To  this  may  be  added  the  publication  of  reports  on  the  new  discoveries 
of  science  of  a  character  highly  useful  and  practical. 

It  has  been  supposed,  sir,  that  the  true  interpretation  of  this  act 
could  be  found  by  going  outside  of  the  law.  Mr.  Choate  has  inti- 
mated in  his  letter  that  if  we  look  at  its  parliamentary^  histor}"-  we  shall 
see  what  is  its  true  interpretation.  I  understand  to  what  he  refers. 
The  original  bill  was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Representatives;  a 
substitute  was  offered  for  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee;  that. 
substitute  was  amended  by  striking  out  some  of  its  provisions  and 
inserting  one  or  two  others,  which  do  not  affect  this  question.  The 
intimation  is  that  if  we  look  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives (not  of  the  Senate,  because  in  the  Senate  there  was  no  dis- 
cussion of  the  bill,  and  the  amendments  offered  and  rejected  do  not 
furnish  evidence  of  the  construction  given  to  it  by  that  body)  we  shall 
find  that  such  amendments  were  made  as  are  inconsistent  with  the  con- 
struction which  the  Regents  now  give  to  the  act.  Principally  they 
were  two.  There  was  a  specific  provision  requiring  professors  and 
lecturers  to  be  employed.  That  was  stricken  out.  Very  true;  but 
then  there  was  left  in  the  bill  the  provision  for  lecture  rooms,  which 
I  think  I  have  shown  imperatively  required  that  there  should  be  lec- 
tures and  of  course  authorized  the  employment  of  persons  to  lecture. 

Then  there  was  a  provision  in  regard  to  researches  and  publica- 
tions— that  was  stricken  out  too,  but  I  think  I  have  shown  that  the 
duty  of  the  Regents  was  to  institute  researches  and  make  publications 
under  the  law  as  it  stands.  And  when  we  look  at  the  circumstanoes 
attending  the  striking  out  of  those  provisions  we  find  this  to  be  the 
fact.  The  provision  in  regard  to  researches  and  publications  author- 
ized Congi'ess  to  call  upon  the  Regents  at  any  time  to  cause  those 
publications  to  be  printed  and  supplied  to  members  of  Congress  to  be 
distributed  as  public  documents.  Now  it  may  very  well  have  been 
that  those  who  voted  to  strike  out  this  provision  were  induced  to  do 
so  by  the  single  item  of  it  which  I  have  just  mentioned,  or  they  may 
have  thought  these  provisions  superfluous,  being  well  supplied  by  the 
large  discretionary  powers  given  in  the  ninth  section,  which  I  have 
quoted.  It  is,  however,  neither  according  to  legal  rules  nor  right 
reason  to  look  to  the  speeches  and  proceedings  of  the  legislature  for 
the  construction  of  a  statute  which  is  itself  the  embodiment  of  the 
legislative  will,  and  furnishes  copious  sources  of  construction  by  the 
examination  and  comparison  of  its  various  provisions  and  the  admitted 
purpose  of  its  enactment.  Certain  it  is  that  the  striking  out  of  those 
specific  provisions  can  not  invalidate  the  general  grants  of  power,  and 
the  necessary  implications  from  those  grants,  which  I  have  mentioned. 

Now,  we  have  a  library  of  15,000  volumes,  for  the  most  part  com* 
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posed  of  the  most  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all  branches  of  human 
knowledge,  besides  10,000  parts  of  volumes,  and  pamphlets.  Their 
literary  and  scientific  value  is  to  be  weighed,  not  counted.  The  money 
value  of  our  library  is  estimated  by  the  officers  of  the  Institution  at 
140,000.  We  have  a  museum,  the  money  value  of  which  is  estimated 
at  $30,000.     We  have  apparatus  valued  at  $10,000. 

This  is  what  the  Regents  have  done  in  direct  pursuance  of  the 
objects  prescribed  by  Congress;  and  the  other  things  which  they  have 
done — the  publications  they  have  made — they  suppose  not  to  be 
incompatible  with  the  expressed  objects  of  an  institution  ''for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  not  to  be  violative 
of  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  law,  but  to  be  wholly  consistent  and  in 
harmony  with  it  and  auxiliary  to  the  objects  which  are  provided  for 
in  the  law.  The  publications  not  only  diffuse  knowledge  among  men, 
but  they  bring  back  to  us  in  liberal  abundance  the  transactions  and 
publications  of  learned  societies  in  other  countries,  and  thus  furni^h 
us  with  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all  branches  of  knowledge,  many 
of  which  are  not  to  be  purchased  with  money,  and  enable  us  to  carry 
out  one  requirement  of  the  law — the  gradual  formation  of  a  library. 

In  regard  to  the  resolutions  of  compromise,  to  which  Mr.  Choate 
has  referred,  the  repeal  of  which  is  the  great  ground  of  complaint, 
here  allow  me  to  say — for  I  will  not  consent  to  detain  the  Senate  much 
longer — ^those  resolutions  were  passed  at  the  organization  of  the  Insti- 
tution. They  proposed  an  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  division  of  the 
funds  of  the  Institution  between  the  objects  specified  in  the  law  and 
the  auxiliary  objects  which  we  are  justified  by  the  letter  and  the  spirit 
of  the  law,  as  I  think  I  have  shown,  in  pursuing.  Well,  sir,  it 
occurred  to  the  Regents  recently — for  some  time  past  it  has  been  a 
matter  of  consultation  among  them — that  it  would  be  well  to  repeal 
those  resolutions  of  compromise;  that  there  was  no  propriety  in  the 
Board  of  Regents,  at  the  commencement  of  the  organization  of  the 
Institution,  tying  their  own  hands  and  those  of  their  successors,  so  as 
to  compel  a  particular  scale  of  appropriation  throughout  all  time.  It 
has  been  supposed  to  be  right  to  leave  them  unfettered,  so  that  they 
may  annually  make  appropriations  such  as  are  in  their  judgment 
according  to  the  intrinsic  importance  of  the  objects  appropriated  for 
and  in  fulfillment  in  good  faith  of  the  purposes  of  the  law,  for  that 
we  have  never  lost  sight  of.  Now  let  me  read  to  the  Senate  one  of 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  board,  which  are  the  cause  of  Mr. 
Choate's  resignation.  One  repeals  the  compromise  resolutions  which 
I  have  mentioned;  the  other  is  in  these  words: 

Regolvedf  That  hereafter  the  annual  appropriations  shall  be  apportioned  specifically 
among  the  different  objects  and  operations  of  the  Institution  in  such  manner  as  may, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Regents,  be  necessary  and  proper  for  each,  according  to  its 
intrinsic  importance  and  a  compliance  in  good  faith  with  the  law. 
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That  is  the  resolution  which  is  considered  as  subverting  the  plan 
established  by  Congress;  as  repealing,  in  effect,  the  act  of  Congress, 
and  setting  up  the  will  of  the  Regents  in  place  of  the  will  of  the 
National  Legislature! 

Something  is  said  in  the  letter  about  the  greatly  augmented  powers 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Institution.  I  know  of  no  augmentation  of 
the  power  of  the  Secretary.  A  question  has  arisen  as  to  his  right  to 
discharge  one  of  his  assistants.  The  board  had  determined  that  he 
has  a  right  to  discharge  any  of  his  assistants  without  a  reference  to 
the  ]x)ard.  They,  however,  have  a  controlling  authority  over  the 
whole  subject;  and  if  the  Secretary  should  abuse  his  power  in  that 
respe<3t  they  would  remove  him,  as  they  can  at  any  time  remove  all  or 
any  of  his  assistants  or  the  Secretary  himself.  I  may  add,  sir,  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Institution  is  a  gentleman,  as  well  as  widely 
known  to  the  world  of  science;  a  profound  philosophic  scholar,  and  a 
man  of  pure  and  stainless  life. 

Mr.  President,  considering  the  form  in  which  this  matter  has  been 
brought  before  us — as  a  solemn  appeal  from  a  retiring  member  of  the 
Board  of  Regents  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  public — it  has  seemed  to 
me  that  it  would  be  proper  that  the  Senate  should  investigate  the  sub- 
ject. It  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  proper  to  appoint  a  spe- 
cial conmaittee  for  that  purpose.  I  make  the  suggestion,  but  I  do  not 
submit  any  motion.  If  I  were  to  submit  such  a  motion,  according  to 
parliamentary  usage  I  should  be  put  on  the  committee  as  chairman — 
a  position  which  1  could  by  no  means  think  of  accepting.  It  would,  I 
think,  be  neither  delicate  nor  in  any  respect  proper  that  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Regents  should  sit  in  judgment  on  his  own  cause  and 
over  his  fellows  from  whom  he  has  differed.  I  throw  out  the  sugges- 
tion, however,  with  the  hope  that  some  Senator  will  submit  the  proper 
resolution. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Mason.  Mr.  President,  I  regret  that  the  learned  and  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  who  has  declined  further  service  in  this  publie 
trust  should  have  accompanied  his  resignation  by  a  communication  of 
the  character  which  has  been  commented  on  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Maryland.  I  regret  it,  because  it  is  impossible  that  such  a  com- 
umnication  should  be  allowed  to  pass  in  silence  when  addressed  to  the 
Senate,  where  are  found  some  of  those  who  have  been  ass(K'iated  in 
that  trust  with  the  writer  of  the  letter.  I  regret  it,  because  it  is 
unpleasant  and  ungrateful  to  speak  of  the  opinions  or  conduct  of  those 
who  are  absent;  but  I  feel  at  liberty  to  do  so  on  the  present  occasion, 
because  the  gentleman  who  has  written  this  letter  has  chosen  to  chal- 
lenge opinion  here. 

Now,  sir,  what  has  been  done?  A  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, who  has  been  connected  with  it,  I  believe,  from  the  foundation 
of  the  Institution,  occasionallv  as  a  moml>er  of  this  l)odv.  chosen  a 
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Regent  by  the  vote  of  the  Senate,  and  occasionally  as  a  citizen  at  large, 
clothed  with  the  high  honor  (for  it  is  a  very  high  honor)  of  an  admin- 
istrator of  this  trust,  has  declined  further  service;  and  has  assigned 
as  one  of  the  reasons,  and  as  this  paper  alleges  the  dominant  reason 
for  declining  it,  that  he  does  not  agree  with  his  associates  in  their 
mode  of  administration.  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  say  that  such  a 
course  of  conduct  would  not  be  expected  of  one  so  honored,  because 
the  gentleman  who  wrote  the  letter  is  absent,  but  I  should  say  that, 
according  to  my  ideas  of  what  is  due  to  the  trust,  if  he  believed  there 
was  maladministration,  it  was  the  very  last  occasion  when  he  should 
have  resigned;  he  should  have  remained  there  in  order  that  the  inquiry 
which  he  has  provoked  might  be  conducted  in  his  presence  and,  to  some 
extent,  under  his  guidance. 

But,  sir,  he  has  resigned  the  trust,  and  in  doing  so  he  has  shot  a 
Parthian  arrow  at  those  who  were  associated  with  him.  What  is  the 
character  of  his  letter?  None  can  read  without  l)eing  struck  with  its 
tone,  which  was  so  justly  animadverted  upon  by  my  co-regent,  the 
honorable  Senator  who  has  just  addressed  y^ou.  I  have  been  accus- 
tomed, Mr.  President,  to  find  in  that  profession  to  which  I  belong, 
and  of  which  I  am  a  very  humble  member,  that,  whether  at  the  bar 
or  on  the  bench,  the  surest,  the  soundest,  and  the  ablest  intellect  gives 
its  judgment  with  diffidence,  courtesy,  and  respect  for  the  opinions  of 
others.  I  have  generally  found,  too,  in  my  experience  of  the  world 
that  the  soundest  judgment  is  the  judgment  which  is  accompanied  by 
such  diffidence.  Now,  what  is  the  tone  of  this  conmiunication  ?  The 
confident  tone  of  Sir  Oracle — of  one  whose  judgment  can  not  l>e 
impugned,  and  should  not  be  questioned.  '*  I  can  not  be  wrong," 
says  the  writer  of  this  paper,  in  substance,  ''let  others  vindicate  their 
judgment  if  they  can."  This  is  what  he  says,  and  he  has  assigned  as 
the  startling  reason  for  resigning  this  trust  that  he  differed  from  his 
associates  in  the  construction  of  an  act  of  Congress;  there  is  no  impro- 
priety even  hinted  in  the  conduct  of  his  associate  Regents;  but  he  rests 
it  exclusively  on  the  ground  that  they  have  misinterpreted  the  law 
which  created  the  trust,  and  there  is  no  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  learned  gentleman  who  pronounces  the  judgment.  That  is 
infallible. 

Sir,  I  have  known  instances — others,  more  experienced  than  lam, 
have  known  of  more — where  the  judgment  is  found  darkened  in  the 
flashes  of  a  brilliant  mind;  a  mere  rhetorician  should  never  aspire  to 
the  judgment  seat  1  would  appeal  to  the  experience  of  the  world  to 
say  whether  there  is  not  an  infiimity  attendant  upon  such  minds,  which 
never  admit  that  they  may  be  wrong.  The  calm,  sedate,  deliberate, 
slow,  and  cautious  mind  brings  you  to  a  correct  conclusion;  and,  when 
attained,  submits  it  with  deference  and  respect  to  those  who  are  to 
pass  upon  it.  Confidence — that  confidence  which  precludes  doubt — 
does  not  belong  to  those  who  are  capable  of  pronouncing  judgment 


522  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  President,  I  shall  not  go  over  the  ground  so  lucidl}^  occupied  by 
the  very  able  gentleman  who  preceded  me,  with  whom  I  have  been 
associated  in  this  trust.  It  is  a  pure,  a  high,  and  honorable  trust,  one 
conceived  by  a  noble  mind — the  late  James  Smithson.  He  pursued 
science  as  the  great  mistress  of  his  affections;  he  pursued  it  to  his 
grave;  and  he  left  behind  him  this  legacy.  To  whom^  He  had  the 
world  to  choose  from.  He  was  an  Englishman.  He  had  never  been 
upon  this  continent.  He  possessed  a  large  fortune.  The  high  benev- 
olence of  his  nature  determined  him,  when  he  left  the  world,  to  devote 
that  fortune,  in  the  hands  of  others,  to  the  pursuit  of  science,  when 
the  world  closed  upon  him.  As  I  have  said,  he  had  the  world  to  choose 
from,  and  he  signalized  this  country  and  its  institutions  by  his  choice* 
He  left  his  fortune  to  the  United  States,  in  trust  for  the  establishment 
of  an  institution  at  Washington,  ^^for  the  increase  and  diffusion  af 
knowledge."  Where?  In  Washington?  In  the  United  States?  Upon 
this  continent,  broad  as  it  is?  No;  ^^  amongst  men''  is  the  language  of 
the  trust. 

If  I  am  capable  of  reading  the  signs  of  the  times,  there  are  those,  of 
whom  we  have  plenty,  heaven  knows,  around  us  everywhere,  who 
look  upon  a  public  fund,  no  matter  to  what  object  it  has  been  devoted 
or  how  small  the  trust,  as  a  thing  to  be  scrambled  for  and  appropri- 
ated by  the  first  needy  or  lucky  adventurer.  For  the  last  twelve 
months  the  newspapers  have  been  full  of  intimations,  coming  gener- 
ally from  the  northern  and  eastern  sections  of  the  country,  throwing 
suspicion  and  doubt  upon  the  management  of  this  trust,  intimating 
that  it  has  been  perverted  from  its  original  purpose;  in  substance,  that 
it  was  in  improper  hands,  and  should  be  taken  from  them;  invoking, 
in  some  insidious  manner,  the  action  of  Congress  upon  the  subject; 
and  all  for  what?  To  get  hold  of  the  fund.  What  use  was  to  be  made 
of  it  after  it  was  thus  obtained  those  best  know  who  join  in  the  pur- 
suit. Let  me  be  understood.  I  ascribe  no  such  motive  to  the  very 
learned  and  distinguished  writer  of  the  letter  before  us.  I  have  the 
honor  only  of  a  very  formal  acquaintance  with  him;  but  I  know  his 
history  and  his  character,  and  that  assures  me  he  can  never  lend  him- 
self to  any  unworthy  purpose;  but  yet  I  have  strong  reason  to  believe 
that,  if  the  objects  which  he  seems  to  have  in  view  could  be  obtained, 
this  pure  and  simple  trust,  which  has  been  accepted  by  the  American 
people,  would  be  debased  into  a  mere  pecuniary  job. 

Sir,  the  letter  of  Mr.  Choate  unfortunately  brings  back  into  the 
halls  of  Congress  the  great  controversy  which  attended  this  fund  when 
it  was  first  brought  into  the  country.  There  was  a  great  struggle  for 
it  among  the  men  of  science,  in  the  mechanic  arts,  and  in  other  of  the 
useful  and  honorable  pursuits  of  life.  The  parliamentary  history  to 
which  the  writer  has  referred  in  the  letter  shows  it.  There  were  those 
who  believed  that  this  fund  should  be  devoted  exclusively  to  a  library, 
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to  a  great  collection  of  books — books  in  every  department  of  science, 
of  art,  and  belles-lettres.  The  writer  of  this  letter  shows  that  he  was 
one  of  those  who  desired  so  to  devote  it;  to  a  library — a  library,  to 
the  exclusion  of  everything  else — a  collection  of  books.  I  am  free  to 
believe  and  declare  that  I  entertain  no  doubt  this  learned  and  distin- 
guished gentleman  believed  that  the  best  mode  of  increasing  knowl- 
edge, as  well  as  diffusing  it  amongst  men,  was  to  establish  a  library. 
But  suppose  it  were  done.  There  is  an  annual  revenue  derived  from 
the  Smithsonian  fund  of  some  $30,000  or  $40,000.  So  much  is  to  be 
devoted,  in  perpetua,  I  suppose,  to  the  purchase  of  l)ooks,  which  are 
to  be  stored  here  on  shelves  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  who  is  to 
read  them  ?  Why,  sir,  the  members  of  Congress  have  little  time  to 
read  the  books  which  accumulate  here  in  the  public  library.  The 
citizens  of  Washington  form  a  very  small  portion  of  the  people  of 
these  United  States;  and  thas  this  great  trust,  which  was  intended  for 
mankind,  would  be  limited  to  the  walls  of  Washington. 

There  is  another  great  objection  to  it.  Books  are  derived  from 
booksellers.  Booksellers  are  connected  with  bookmakers,  and  book- 
makers and  booksellers  with  that  hungry  legion  who  all  live,  and  of 
whom  some  grow  rich,  on  the  spoils  of  genius  and  industry.  Then 
there  are  the  paper  makers,  and  the  book  printers,  and  publishers,  and 
the  stereotypists,  all,  all,  would  be  hovering  around  this  fund,  to  say 
nothing  of  factorage,  commission,  foreign  travel  to  pick  up  rare 
works,  and  the  ten  thousand  jobs  that  follow  in  such  a  train  where 
money  is  to  be  spent  by  law  in  large,  annual,  stated  sums  to  buy 
books;  and  at  last  what  would  you  have  done?  Why,  you  would  have 
taken  this  great,  noble,  beneficent  donation  to  mankind  and  converted 
it  into  a  fruitful  job  for  every  race  of  needy  and  artful  adventurers. 

Sir,  if  a  library  is  to  be  established  at  Washington  for  public  use, 
vote  the  money  from  the  Treasury.  Smithson  did  not  intrust  this 
fund  to  you  for  such  a  purpose,  or  he  would  have  said  so  in  his  will, 
and  he  has  not  said  it 

I  have  said  that  it  is  unfortunate  that  this  matter  should  again  be 
brought  before  the  Senate.  The  battle  was  fought  here  for  years. 
That  parliamentary  history  to  which  the  writer  of  the  letter  has  had 
reference  shows  it.  He  claims  that  under  the  true  interpretation  of 
the  act  of  Congress  the  library  scheme  prevailed.  A  majority  of 
those  who  have  been  associated  with  him  in  the  Board  of  Regents  have 
decided  otherwise.  They  understand  the  law  to  mean  that  discretion 
is  vested  in  the  Board  of  Regents  to  build  up  a  library  in  this  great 
Institution  in  such  manner  and  at  such  time  as  they  shall  find  most  con- 
ducive to  the  great  objects  of  the  trust.  That  is  all.  Sir,  this  battle 
should  not  be  fought  over  again.  I  trust  we  shall  not  present  to  the 
European  world,  whence  this  fund  is  derived,  the  spectacle  that  at  this 
early  day,  when  the  streams  of  light  and  knowledge  which  I  hope 
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are  to  flow  from  this  Institution  have  hardly  yet  made  their  appear- 
ance, that  we  are  scrambling  indecently  over  the  cradle  of  the  trust. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  Pre^jident,  that  this  is  a  pure  trust.  There  is  for- 
tunately no  emolument  of  any  kind  attendant  upon  its  administration. 
1  have  been  for  some  years  honored  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
as  one  of  the  managers  of  that  trust.  I  conceive  it  to  be  a  very  high 
honor.  It  is  because  of  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  trust  thus  com- 
mitted to  me  that  I  detain  the  Senate  for  a  few  moments. 

I  perceive  that  the  subject  has  been  taken  up  in  the  other  House  at 
the  instance  of  one  of  the  Regents  [Mr.  Meacham],  an  honorable  mem- 
ber there,  who,  as  the  journals  have  been  published,  it  is  now  fair  to 
say  voted  with  the  writer  of  this  letter.  On  his  motion  a  committee 
has  been  raised,  which  is,  perhaps,  proper  enough,  but  I  must  say, 
with  very  great  respect  for  that  body,  that  the  committee  has  been 
vested  with  very  extraordinary  power  for  such  an  inquire' — the  power 
'*to  send  for  persons  and  papers."  This  would  seem  to  convey  an 
imputation  that  the  body  of  gentlemen  who  are  charged  with  the 
administration  may  require  a  police  officer  or  a  messenger  from  this 
Capitol  to  get  from  them  papers  or  other  evidence.  I  regret  it,  sir; 
but  straws  show  how  the  wind  blows,  and  this  strange  and  exigent 
demand  of  power  for  the  conunittee  has  its  own  meaning,  which  time 
mav  disclose. 

I  am  indisposed,  sir,  to  conmiit  myself  as  to  any  present  disposition 
of  this  paper,  and  I  submit,  therefore,  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maryland  that  for  the  present  it  would  be  tetter  to  allow  it  to  lie  on 
the  table  until  it  can  be  considered  by  the  Senate  what  disposition 
should  he  made  of  it. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Peabce.  I  beg  leave  to  say,  in  regard  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  that  I  remain  of  opinion 
that  this  paper  should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  this  body. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  fact  that  it  is  the  subject  of  investigation  by  a 
conunittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  should  opemte  to  prevent 
us  from  committing  it  to  a  committee  of  our  own  body.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  House  took  such  action  as  seemed  to  them  to  be  proper, 
but  I  submit,  with  due  respect  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  that, 
no  matter  what  may  be  the  action  of  that  House,  it  is  for  the  Senate 
to  act  independently.  However,  I  make  no  motion  for  reference  to  a 
select  committee,  becaase  I  am  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents, 
and  I  do  not  wish  to  sit  in  judgment  on  my  own  cause  or  over  my 
fellow  Regents. 

Mr.  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  1  regret,  Mr.  President,  that  there 
should  have  been  a  necessity,  in  the  estimation  of  any  gentleman, 
to  bring  the  affairs  and  management  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
before  Congress  for  its  action.  As  has  been  stated  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maryland,  in  terms  kind  and  respectful,  I  am  one  of 
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those  who  had  the  nusfortune  to  differ  from  a  majority  on  the  deci- 
sion of  the  various  questions  referred  to  in  this  paper.  I  do  not  read 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Choate  in  the  same  sense  with  my  colleagues  who 
represent  the  Senate  in  that  Institution  [Mr.  Pearce  and  Mr.  Mason] 
in  regard  to  its  spirit.  I  am  unable  to  perceive  that  there  is  anything 
disrespectful  or  unkind,  either  in  the  terms  of  the  letter  or  in  the 
mode  in  which  he  has  expressed  his  ideas.  I  have  listened  to  that 
gentleman  in  the  discussion  before  the  Board  of  Regents  with  admi- 
ration for  his  ability  and  his  eloquence,  and  with  equal  admiration  for 
that  high  courtesy  which  characterized  everything  that  he  said  and 
did.  Although  there  is  a  firmness  and  a  directness  in  which  he  has 
expressed  his  opinions  in  the  letter  of  resignation,  I  am  unable  to  per- 
ceive that  there  is  either  an  arrogance  or  anything  else  which  ought  to 
be  considered  disrespectful.  After  expressing  his  opinions  and  stating 
the  construction  of  a  majority  of  the  board  he  says: 

In  this  interpretation  1  can  not  acquiesce;  and  with  entire  respect  for  the  majority 
of  the  board,  and  with  much  kindness  and  regard  to  all  its  members,  I  am  sure  that 
my  duty  requires  a  respectful  tender  of  my  resignation. 

In  other  places  in  expressing  his  opinion  he  says:  '*The  law,  it 
seems  to  me,  is  so  and  so.''  I  think  there  is  a  respect  and  kindness 
running  through  the  whole  letter  which  should  characterize  one  gen- 
tleman of  high  attainments  and  bearing  toward  another  who  is  his 
equal,  accompanied,  however,  with  the  firm  conviction  on  his  part  that 
the  law  has  not  been  interpreted  in  that  sense  in  which  it  should  have 
been  according  to  its  terms. 

I  confess,  sir,  that  I  concur  fully  in  that  firm  conviction  of  his,  and 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  express  it  boldly  and  plainly;  and  yet  I  am  inca- 
pable of  entering  an  unkind  feeling,  or  giving  expression  to  an  unkind 
innuendo,  or  of  entertaining  for  a  moment  a  doubt  but  that  each  and 
every  Regent  has  acted  conscientiously  according  to  his  sense  of  duty. 
It  is  a  case  where  there  is  a  diversity  of  opinion;  where  each  gentle- 
man intrusted  with  the  exercise  of  discretion,  where  discretion  was 
necessary,  and  interpretation  where  interpretation  was  necessary,  has 
performed  his  duty  conscientiously  as  he  read  it  in  the  law.  Still,  I 
must  say  that  my  interpretation  of  that  law  is  different  from  that  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  and  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maryland  and  of  a  majority  of  the  Regents.  It  is  also  true  that  the 
gentleman  whose  great  name  and  many  public  services  and  private 
and  public  virtues  have  been  so  well  portrayed  by  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  concurred  with  the  majority,  and  to  that  extent  the  weight 
of  authority  is  cast  in  the  scale  against  the  side  which  I  embraced. 
I  do  not  wish  to  detract  one  iota  from  the  high  eulogium  which  the 
Senator  has  pronounced  on  those  gentlemen.  With  all  respect  for 
them  and  for  their  opinions,  I  must  take  the  law  itself  as  my  rule  of 
guidance  while  performing  a  trust  imposed  on  me. 
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It  may  be  that  my  mind  is  somewhat  biased  by  the  proceedings,  dis- 
cussion, and  action  in  the  House  of  Representatives  when  this  Insti- 
tution was  established.  I  at  that  time  participated  to  some  extent, 
although  in  a  small  degree,  in  the  proceedings  which  took  place  in 
regard  to  the  creation  of  the  Institution.  I  at  no  time  allowed  my 
feelings  to  become  enlisted,  much  less  excited,  on  the  subject.  But 
when  all  the  various  plans  were  presented  there  for  the  organization 
of  the  Institution,  and  especially  the  library  plan  as  a  principal  feature, 
not  an  exclusive  one,  in  antagonism  to  a  plan  that  the  library  should 
be  a  subordinate  feature,  or  that  there  should  be  no  library  at  all,  it 
is  my  firm  conviction  that  Congress  by  its  action  did  sanction  the  pol- 
icy of  a  library  as  a  principal,  but  not  an  exclusive,  feature  in  the 
Institution.  In  other  words,  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Marsh,  of 
Vermont,  in  opposition  to  that  of  Mr.  Hough,  of  New  York,  did  pre- 
vail, and  the  main  features  of  Mr.  Marsh's  plan  tended  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  library.  The  library  plan,  as  it  was  called,  having  pre- 
vailed, there  was  a  limitation  on  the  amount  of  funds  to  be  devoted  to 
that  plan  inserted  in  the  law,  which  was  that  out  of  the  $30,000  of 
income  of  the  Institution  not  exceeding  $25,000  should  be  appropri- 
ated to  the  library. 

I  do  not  hold  that  the  Regents  are  compelled  to  appropriate  to  a 
library  the  sum  of  $25,000  each  year,  but  I  do  hold  that  the  law  in  its 
terms,  when  carefully  examined,  contemplates  the  library  as  a  promi- 
nent object  in  the  Institution,  and  that  at  least  a  majority  of  the  funds 
should  be  expended  in  the  building  up  of  the  library.  That  is  my 
interpretation.  I  am  aware  that  when  the  Institution  was  first  organ- 
ized these  same  diversities  of  opinion  arose,  and  a  compromise  was 
effected  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  funds  should  be  equally 
divided.  When  I  came  into  the  Institution,  a  few  months  ago,  as  one 
of  its  Regents,  I  was  willing  to  abide  by  that  compromise.  I  could 
not  have  agreed  to  it  originally,  because  I  think  the  fair  interpreta- 
tion of  the  law  contemplated  that  the  larger  portion  of  the  fund 
should  be  applied  to  the  establishment  of  a  library;  but  as  they  made 
an  equal  division,  I  was  willing  to  acquiesce  in  it,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  appeal  which  is  now  made  to  Congress  and  to  the  country,  and 
thus  perhaps  endanger  to  some  extent  the  reputation  of  the  Institu- 
tion. 

I  expressed  these  opinions  to  my  brother  Regents  freely,  but,  I 
trust,  with  proper  respect.  I  differed  from  their  opinion.  Such  was, 
such  is,  my  conviction.  I  did  not  deem  it  my  duty  to  resign  because 
I  was  overruled.  I  was  willing  to  acquiesce  in  the  decision,  because  I 
had  not  the  power,  according  to  the  law,  to  override  it,  and  because 
every  other  Regent  had  the  same  right  which  I  had  to  express  and 
entertain  his  opinion.  Yet,  sir,  when  the  question  arises,  no  matter 
how  often  it  may  arise,  whether  that  interpretation  of  the  law  which 
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has  been  given  by  the  board  be  a  correct  one,  until  I  change  my  opin- 
ion, or  until  Congress  shall  modify  the  law,  I  must  adhere  to  my 
original  convictions. 

I  regret,  sir,  that  there  should  be  the  slightest  feeling  displayed  in 
this  discussion.  Really,  a  charitable  fund  for  such  high  and  noble 
purposes  ought  to  be  administered  in  a  spirit  of  kindness  and  charity. 
I  can  not  accede,  therefore,  to  any  intimation  that  those  who  act  with 
me,  or  those  do  not  concur  in  the  interpretation  which  has  been  given 
to  the  law,  are  actuated  by  any  but  the  highest  and  purest  motives. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Mason.  Does  the  Senator  understand  that  anything  fell 
from  me  to  question  the  motives  of  the  gentlemen  who  differed  from 
us  in  that  matters! 

Mr.  S.  A.  Douglas.  I  do  understand  that  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
supposed  it  to  be  prompted  by  improper  motives,  to  get  possession  of 
the  fund,  on  the  part  of  some  persons. 

Mr.  Mason.  I  thought  I  was  understood.  I  said  that  unless  I  mis- 
construed the  signs  of  the  times,  this  great  and  eager  anxiety  out  of 
doors,  manifested  by  popular  and  inflammatory  addresses  through  the 
public  press,  showed  that  there  was  an  earnest  demand  outside  to  get 
hold  of  the  fund.  I  never  expressed,  for  I  cei-tainly  never  entertained, 
a  doubt  that  honorable  gentlemen  who  differed  with  me  in  our  judg- 
ment as  to  the  construction  of  the  statute  were  actuated  by  as  stern  a 
sense  of  duty  as  I  was.     I  have  always  so  expressed  it. 

Mr.  Douglas.  Mr.  President,  then  I  understand  the  Senator  as  not 
impugning  the  action  or  motives  of  any  of  the  Regents  with  whom  he 
has  been  associated;  but  I  must  say  that  I  have  not  seen  anything 
to  leave  an  impression  on  my  mind  that  whatever  action  was  prompted 
out  of  doors  meant  to  get  possession  of  this  fund,  or  to  squander  it, 
or  to  apply  it  to  any  improper  purposes.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe 
it  arises  from  that  same  feeling  which  has  been  evinced  in  the  differ- 
ences of  opinion  which  have  existed  from  the  time  the  Institution  was 
first  proposed  to  be  organized  up  to  this  day  as  to  what  was  the  true 
application  of  the  fund.  Those  who  supposed  that  their  opinions  had 
received  the  sanction  of  Congress  in  the  organic  law  of  the  Institution 
now  think  that  that  object  has  been  defeated  by  a  wrong  construction 
given  to  that  organic  law.  It  is  a  firm  conviction,  as  I  believe,  on 
their  part,  that  the  law  has  not  been  carried  out  according  to  its  terms. 
It  certainly  has  not  been  according  to  their  understanding  of  its  terms. 
I  believe  that  there  is  no  portion  of  our  community,  certainly  there  are 
no  persons  entitled  to  notice,  who  would  wish  to  pervert  this  fund  to 
any  other  object  than  that  to  which  it  was  dedicated  by  Smithson's 
will.  I  believe  the  persons  to  whom  the  Senator  referred  are  stimu- 
lated by  the  purest  motives  to  carry  out  that  objects  under  the  con- 
viction that  the  mode  in  which  the  trust  is  now  being  administered  is 
neither  in  accordance  with  the  will  nor  of  the  law.     It  is  a  difference 
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of  opinion — a  difference  of  opinion  sincerely  entertained — and  one 
which  we  should,  therefore,  meet  with  the  spirit  of  firmness,  of  candor, 
and  of  kindness. 

I  regret  that  the  discussion  has  arisen  rendering  it  necessary  to  go 
into  an  argument  to  show  which  is  right  and  which  wrong  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  act.  In  fact,  sir,  I  believe  I  will  not  allow  myself  to 
be  drawn  into  an  argument  on  that  question.  If  this  matter  is  to  be 
referred  to  a  committee,  certainly  any  discussion  of  that  question 
would  be  more  appropriate  after  a  report  of  the  committee.  I  shall 
therefore  content  myself  with  saying  that  my  firm  conviction  is  that 
the  only  difference  which  has  arisen  in  the  management  of  the  Insti- 
tution is  a  difference  on  two  points:  First,  as  to  what  direction  this 
fund  ought  to  take;  secondly,  the  belief  that  a  direction  has  been  given 
to  it  which  is  not  authorized  by  the  law  creating  the  Institution.  I 
am  under  the  impression  that  some  Regents  "have  voted  in  the  minority 
on  this  question,  not  because  they  believe  the  original  plan  adopted 
by  Congress  was  the  best,  but  because  they  felt  themselves  compelled, 
under  the  law  as  it  stood,  to  vote  as  they  did. 

Mr;  G.  E.  Badger.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  exactly  agree  in  the  sug- 
gestion thrown  out  by  my  friend  from  Maryland  that  it  is  necessary 
that  the  letter  which  is  before  the  Senate  should  become  the  subject 
of  investigation  by  a  committee  of  this  body;  but  I  shall,  notwith- 
standing, readily  yield  my  own  notions  upon  that  subject  to  the  wish 
he  has  expressed.  Allow  me,  however,  to  present  very  briefly  the 
views  which  have  struck  me  on  this  occasion. 

The  very  eminent  and  distinguished  gentleman  who  has  sent  in  this 
letter  of  resignation  has  assigned  two  reasons  why  he  retires  from 
assisting  in  the  management  of  this  trust  fund.  One  is  that  he  can  not 
give  the  time  necessary  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 
As  has  been  said  by  my  friend  from  Maryland,  this  is  a  full,  ample, 
and  perfect  reason  not  only  why  he  is  excusable  for  retiring,  but  why 
it  is  his  bounden  duty  to  retire,  for  while  he  holds  a  place  there  the 
public  has  a  right  to  expect  him  to  give  the  necessary  time  to  dis- 
charge its  duties.  So  soon  as  he  ascertains  that  he  can  not,  consistently 
with  his  other  engagements,  give  that  time,  he  is  bound  to  retire  and  to 
give  way  to  some  other  gentleman  who  fnay  have  both  the  inclination 
and  the  power  to  render  the  service  which  the  country  expects  from  a 
member  of  that  board. 

I  wish  very  sincerely,  Mr.  President,  that  the  letter  of  resignation 
had  there  closed,  because  I,  for  one,  am  unable  to  give  any  appropriate 
character  to  the  residue  of  the  letter.  It  must  be  viewed  in  one  of 
three  aspects — either  as  an  appeal  to  Congress  from  the  judicial  decision 
which  has  been  pronounced  by  the  Board  of  Regents  upon  the  inter- 
pretation of  that  act,  or  as  an  appeal  to  Congress  against  the  malver-- 
sation  of  a  certain  class  of  public  officers,  to  the  extent  that  their 
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misconduct  may  be  exposed  and  that  some  steps  ma\'  be  taken  either 
for  their  punishment  or  removal,  or  else  as  an  intimation  that  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  who  writes  this  letter  thinks  that  there  should 
be  some  amendment  of  the  law  T^y  the  intervention  of  the  legislative 
power  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

In  regard  to  the  first  view  I  can  not  myself  understand  how  thii? 
body  or  the  other  House  of  Congress  is  to  exercise  a  judicial  super 
vision  upon  the  question  of  the  interpretation  of  this  law.  It  is  our 
business  to  make  laws;  it  is  the  business  of  other  oflScers  and  classes 
of  persons  to  expound  and  execute  those  laws.  In  a  strict  judicial 
sense  we  can  not  exercise  any  jurisdiction  or  supervision  over  the 
judgment  which  may  be  so  pronounced;  and  therefore,  considering 
the  letter  in  that  respect,  it  seems  to  me  totally  inappropriate  to  any 
functions  which  either  this  or  the  other  House  of  Congress  can  legiti- 
mately exercise. 

If  it  be  considered  as  a  letter  intended  to  communicate  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  malversation  in  the  conduct  of  these  public  oflBcers, 
however  proper  that  application  may  be  to  the  other  House  it  is 
plainly  out  of  place  here.  The  other  House,  from  what  we  learn  of 
their  published  proceedings,  seem  to  have  taken  the  subject  up  in  that 
idea — that  this  is  an  imputation  by  the  writer  of  the  letter  that  a  gross 
abuse  has  been  practiced  by  the  majority  of  the  Board  of  Regents  in 
the  administration  of  this  fund;  and  they  have  accordingh^  raised  a 
committee,  referred  the  letter  to  the  committee,  and  vested  them  with 
the  power  of  sending  for  persons  and  papers — a  power  appropriate  to 
the  investigation,  if  the  object  be  what  I  have  just  said,  but  utterly 
inappropriate  and  absurd  supposing  it  to  be  a  mere  question  of  legis- 
lative inquiry  with  a  view  to  found  legislative  action  thereupon.  If 
it  is  a  question  of  the  interpretation  of  a  law,  do  you  want  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers  to  enable  you  to  interpret  a  law?  What  papers 
will  you  send  for  to  enable  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  ascertain  what  is  the  meaning  of  this  law  ?  Do  you  want  the 
statute?  Surely  the  committee  can  get  that  without  having  power 
to  send  for  papers.  Do  you  want  the  proceedings  which  took  place 
at  the  time  when  this  law  was  enacted,  the  parliamentary  history  of  it  i? 
Surely  that  can  be  obtained  without  a  power  in  the  committee  to  send 
for  papers  or  for  persons.  But  if  you  supfKJse  the  investigation  is 
pursued  for  the  purpose  of  ferreting  out  a  delinquency,  an  abuse,  a 
malversation,  then  that  part  of  the  resolution  becomes  all  appropriate, 
and  the  object  is  to  drag  up  witnesses  and  compel  them  to  testify  to 
the  conduct  of  the  perpetrators  in  this  stupendous  fraud,  not  only  on 
the  law  of  the  country,  but  on  the  noble  charity  which  they  are 
appointed  to  administer.  If  that  be  the  aspect  in  which  this  subject 
is  taken  up,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it;  we  should  not  commit  our- 
selves in  advance  upon  it;  for,  suppose  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
H.  Doc.  732 34 


530  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

of  Representatives  should  result  in  preferring  articles  of  impeachment, 
for  example,  against  the  Chief  Justice,  it  would  be  very  indelicate  and 
improper  for  us  in  advance  to  form  and  deliver  a  solemn  opinion  upon 
the  question  whether  there  was  just  clause  for  the  impeachment. 

Then  there  is  only  one  other  respect  in  which  this  residue  of  the 
paper  can  be  supposed,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  be  intended  to  have  any 
influence  upon  Congress,  and  that  is  that  the  honorable  and  did 
tinguished  gentleman  who  writes  this  letter,  knowing  that  we  have  no 
judicial  power  over  the  interpretation  of  the  law,  and  therefore  can 
not  by  any  judgment  of  ours  ascertain  that  what  has  been  heretofore 
done  in  its  interpretation  has  been  done  wrongfully,  in  a  judicial 
sense,  and  knowing  that  it  is  not  a  proper  subject  for  an  investigation 
with  a  view  to  a  criminal  prosecution  by  impeachment,  sends  it  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress  as  a  reconmiendation  that  they  shall  institute 
an  inquiry  with  a  view  to  an  amendment  of  the  law.  In  this  latter 
view  it  strikes  me  as  exceedingly  inappropriate  for  any  gentleman  not 
a  member  of  these  bodies,  or  one  of  them,  and  not  coming  here  in  the 
character  of  a  petitioner  asserting  a  claim  against  the  Government,  to 
undeiiake  to  advise  us  of  the  propriety  of  further  legislation. 

I  say,  therefore,  Mr.  President,  that  I  regret  ver^^  much  that  this 
truly  distinguished  gentleman,  of  whom  the  American  people  have 
reason  to  be  proud  as  one  of  their  sons,  gifted  as  he  is  and  distin- 
guished as  he  has  been  in  his  past  course,  did  not  content  himself  with 
resigning  his  position  for  the  very  ample  and  suflScient  reason  which 
he  first  gives — that  he  is  unable  to  discharge  the  duties  required  of  him. 
I  regret  it  also  because,  if  I  collected  the  scope  of  that  letter  accu- 
rately from  its  reading — for  1  had  not  seen  it  before — it  seems  in  any 
view  to  present  this  state  of  the  case:  The  writer  meets  with  his 
brother  Regents;  a  certain  question  arises,  What  shall  be  done  in  the 
management  of  the  institution?  That  inquiry  involves  a  question  as 
to  the  just  interpretation  of  the  law;  the  best  and  the  legal  means  of 
carrying  out  the  great  purpose  of  the  donor.  That  matter  is  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion  and  debate  among  them.  The  majority  of  the 
Regents  decide  against  him,  and  immediately  he  retires  from  the  Insti- 
tution and  interposes  an  appeal  to  Congress  against  the  majority  of  the 
body  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Again,  sir,  it  seems  to  imply  this:  Distinguished  and  elevated  as  that 
gentleman  is,  and  high  and  important  as  are  the  services  which  he  has 
rendered  to  his  countrv,  and  which  he  is  now  able  to  render  in  this 
or  any  other  station  to  which  the  voice  of  his  countrymen  or  the  pub- 
lic authorities  may  call  him,  I  think  the  whole  tone  of  that  part  of 
the  letter  slightly  exaggerates  the  importance  to  the  public  of  the 
event  which  it  conmiunicates,  namely,  his  retiring  from  the  Board  of 
Regents. 

Besides,  considering  also — for  I  think  my  friend  from  Illinois  did 
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not  succeed  exactly  in  vindicating  that  part  of  the  letter — the  sugges 
tion  which  my  friend  from  Maryland  made,  that  there  is  a  tone  of 
confidence,  of  immistakable  and  unmistaken  certainty,  with  which  the 
distinguished  writer  announces  his  opinions  upon  the  interpretation 
of  this  law,  which  I  think  my  friend  from  Illinois  will  pardon  me  for 
saying  at  least  borders  a  little,  very  little,  upon  the  confines  of  arro- 
gance, for  1  beg  my  friend  to  consider  against  what  an  array  of 
judgments  the  opinion  of  that  distinguished  writer  is  given. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Douglas.  Consider  the  names  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Badger.  The  names  on  the  other  side  have  not  been  yet 
given;  but  I  am  very  certain  that  my  friend  before  me  [Mr.  Douglas], 
whose  name  is  one  of  them — and  it  is  a  name  of  weight  and  authority 
in  this  country  and  elsewhere,  where  it  is  known — is  one  of  the  last 
persons  who  would  announce  his  opinion  without  the  expression  of 
some  deferential  conception  that,  after  all,  perhaps  he  might  be  mis- 
taken. Now,  I  must  say — I  think  it  is  due  to  truth  and  the  occasion 
to  say,  and  I  believe  the  whole  Senate  will  agree  with  me — that, 
whether  the  distinguished  writer  be  corre(*t  or  not  in  his  opinions, 
that  part  of  the  letter  is  in  very  bad  taste. 

Believing,  Mr.  President,  that  there  is  nothing  for  us  to  do  but 
accept  the  resignation  of  this  gentleman,  and  to  accept  it  with  regret 
because  of  his  eminent  talents  and  high  position  and  undoubted 
patriotism,  and  therefore  his  capacity  and  willingness  to  \>e  ui^eful,  1 
should  think  that  the  subject  might  be  allowed  to  drop;  but,  never- 
theless, 1  yield  to  the  suggestion  of  my  friend  from  Maryland.  He 
has  intimated  that  he  desires  that  this  should  be  the  subject  of  inves- 
tigation, and  1  am  willing  to  move  that  it  shall  go  to  a  committee,  but 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  proper  on  this  occa^^ion  to  select  a 
special  committee.  This  is  a  question  of  judicial  interpretation — of 
legislation  to  be  founded  upon  a  judicial  interpretation — if  the  com- 
mittee in  the  Senate  shall  Ik»  of  opinion  that  the  Regents  have  mis- 
taken the  true  construction  of  this  law.  We  have  a  committee,  a 
standing  committee  of  this  body,  composed  of  eminent  lawyers,  abun- 
dantly able  to  reexamine  this  subject  so  far  as  it  needs  reexamination, 
and  so  far  as  this  House  has  any  jurisdiction  over  it  I  am  not,  there- 
fore, for  passing  over  that  conmiittee  upon  a  judicial  question  to  raise 
any  select  committee.  It  is  a  question  of  law — the  interpretation  of  a 
statute.  If  we  are  not  satisfied  with  the  judgment  given  in  the  Board 
of  Regents;  if  such  a  board  of  men,  aided  in  their  opinions  by  the 
illustrious  Taney,  do  not  convey  to  us  a  conviction  that  a  statute  has 
been  rightly  interpreted,  let  it  go  to  that  Gonm[iittee  of  this  body.  It 
is  a  proper  organ  to  examine  and  investigate  and  report  upon  strictly 
legal  inquiries.  I  therefore  move  the  reference  of  this  paper  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Seward.  Mr.  President,  I  should  not  speak  at  all  on 
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this  question  if  it  were  not  that  I  think  the  Senate  has  a  duty  to  dis- 
charge to  itself  and  to  its  dignity.  I  need  not  say  that  I  entertain  as 
profound  a  respect  and  admiration  for  the  distinguished  gentlenoian 
who  sent  this  communication  here  as  any.  other  person  in  the  House  or 
in  the  country.  I  take  the  occasion  thus  early  to  say  that  I  have 
formed  no  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the  question  which  has  been 
raised  by  that  conmiunication.  I  deem  it  my  duty,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  hold  my  mind  free  and  open  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  opinion 
hereafter. 

Sir,  I  can  not  consent  for  one  member  of  this  body  to  send  this 
conmiunication  to  the  Conmiittee  on  the  Judiciary  or  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, because,  although  I  believe  it  to  have  been  intended  with  the 
best  motives  and  to  have  been  entirely  unexceptionable  in  the  view  of 
the  writer,  yet  I  think  it  is  derogatory  from  the  dignity  of  the  Senate. 
What  is  it,  sir?  It  is  a  resignation  of  an  officer.  Every  citizen  of 
the  United  States  has  a  right  to  hold  an  office  if  he  can  get  it,  and 
certainly  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  holding  an  office  has  a 
right  to  resign  it,  and  it  is  not  necessary  for  him,  in  order  to  be 
relieved  from  the  burden  of  the  office,  to  assign  any  reason  or  excuse 
whatever.  Whatever  may  be  said  by  way  of  apology,  or  excuse,  or 
reason,  or  justification  does  not  alter  the  character  of  the  act  itself. 
It  is  an  absolute  resignation.  It  is  complete.  It  is  final.  The  Senate 
has  nothing  to  do  but  to  file  it.  It  is  done.  The  Senate  can  not  com- 
pel the  individual  to  retain  his  office.  They  can  not  ask  him  to  take 
it  back  again,  however  high  he  may  be.  They  can  reappoint  him,  but 
they  must  receive  his  resignation  as  a  complete  act. 

According  to  my  humble  judgment,  what  this  retiring  Regi»[it 
ought  to  have  done  was  to  send  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
saying,  in  so  many  words,  "  Sir,  I  resign  the  office  of  Regent  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.''  It  is  true  that  a  Regent,  like  every  other 
public  officer,  has  a  right  to  inform  the  public  and  to  inform  CongiesB, 
if  he  pleases  to  do  so,  of  the  grounds  why  he  declines  a  further  con^ 
tinuance  in  the  discharge  of  a  public  trust,  but  that  should  be,  not  hf 
a  letter  explaining  his  reasons  for  his  resignation;  but  it  should  be  done 
through  the  public  press  or  otherwise,  so  as  not  to  make  the  table  of 
the  Senate  bear  the  burden  of  all  personal,  and  political,  and  other 
explanations  of  persons  retiring  from  public  office. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  honorable  and  distinguished  gentleman  htm 
not  considered  the  legal  nature  and  the  official  character  of  the  act  he 
was  performing,  I  say,  then,  this  resignation  was  complete  and  abeo^ 
lute  when  the  words  *' I  resign  this  office"  were  written;  but  that  is  not 
the  whole  of  the  communication.  We  are,  besides,  favored  with  an 
explanation  of  the  reasons  why  he  resigns.  This  is  either  for  the 
information  of  the  public  (and  if  so,  it  ought  not  to  have  been  made 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States),  or  else  it  is  for  the  purpose  of 
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instructing  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  question  which  is  discussed  in 
the  paper.  If  that  honorable  and  distinguished  gentleman  wished 
to  instruct  the  Senate  upon  the  merits  of  the  question  out  of  which 
his  resignation  has  arisen,  he  had  the  right  to  come  before  this  body  in 
a  respectful  manner,  by  petition,  by  memorial,  or  by  official  commu- 
nication, as  a  Regent  of  the  Institution;  but  he  disclaims  the  privilege 
and  the  right  of  addressing  us  as  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, because,  in  the  very  act  of  representing  his  views  to  the  Senate, 
he  resigns  that  office,  and  shows  that  he  leaves  the  Senate  and  the 
country  to  take  care  of  the  question  as  they  best  may. 

I  think,  then,  that  what  is  due  to  this  occasion  is  to  lay  this  letter 
on  the  table.  Then,  I  agree  with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mary- 
land and  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  others,  that  there 
is,  in  the  occasion  itself,  in  the  subject-matter  which  has  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Senate,  that  which  may  very  properly  require  an 
inquiry.  I  think  that  inquiry  ought  to  be  made  by  the  Senate  out  of 
regard  to  the  public  interests,  the  public  welfare,  and  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  the  country,  and  not  upon  a  communication  which  is  of  so 
unusual  and  extraordinary  a  character  as  this. 

Mr.  A.  P.  Butler.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know  that  I  concur 
entirely  in  the  conclusion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York, 
but  I  must  say  that  I  agree,  in  the  main,  with  the  purport  of  his 
remarks.  I  hope  that  my  friend  from  North  Carolina  will  therefore 
withdraw  his  motion  to  refer  this  paper  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.  What  is  the  paper?  It  is  the  resignation  of  an  office?  If 
so,  there  it  should  terminate.  Is  it  an  accusation  against  those  with 
whom  this  gentleman  has  been  associated?  If  so,  as  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina  ha^  remarked,  I  can  not  approve  its  taste.  Is  it  for 
the  pui-pose  of  bringing  this  subject  into  debate  in  the  Senate?  If  so, 
I  think  its  purpose  mischievous.  Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  making  an 
issue  in  relation  to  this  fund,  which  is  calculated  to  involve  perhaps, 
as  has  been  intimated,  different  views  in  different  parts  of  the  country? 
If  so,  it  is  a  purpose  which  is  criminal. 

In  every  point  of  view,  whether  I  regard  the  taste  of  the  paper  as 
an  accusation  of  those  with  whom  this  gentleman  has  been  associated, 
or  whether  I  regard  it  as  designed  to  bring  this  subject  into  popular 
discussion,  I  can  not  approve  its  tone.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  nmch; 
but  if  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  subject  before  the  Senate, 
it  can  not  be  so  effectually  done  as  it  would  be  by  making  the  report 
of  a  committee  the  vehicle  of  his  views.  I  hope,  therefore,  my  friend 
from  North  Carolina  will  withdraw  his  motion  to  refer  this  paper  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Badoer.  I  am  satisfied,  sir,  after  the  remarks  made  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York,  that  my  first  inclination  on 
this  subject  was  correct,  and  that  is  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  but 
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accept  the  resignation.  I  yielded,  however,  because  my  friend  from 
Maryland,  who  occupies  a  peculiar  and  delicate  relation  to  this  subject^ 
intimated  his  desire  for  a  committee  to  investigate  it. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce.  Will  mv  friend  from  North  Carolina  allow  me 
to  interposed 
Mr.  Badoer.  Ceiiainly. 

Mr.  Pearce.  I  am  anxious  that  the  question  should  be  refeiTed  to 
a  committee.  I  am  quite  content  that  the  paper  should  be  received 
and  laid  upon  the  table;  but  I  do  desire,  as  the  Senator  from  New  York 
has  said,  that  the  subject-matters  which  are  referred  to  in  the  letter 
should  be  submitted  to  a  committee  of  this  body  for  consideration.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  New  York 
will  be  adopted  and  the  paper  laid  on  the  table;  and  that  some  gentle- 
man will  move  a  resolution  directing  a  committee  (and  I  now  prefer 
that  it  should  be  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary)  to  inquire  what,  if 
an^',  action  is  proper  to  be  taken  by  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.  That  committee  was  organized  at  the  beginninj^ 
of  the  session  without  reference  to  this  question.     I  am  willing  and 

j  desire  that  the  matter  should  take  the  regular  c^ui^se  and  be  referred 

j  to  that  committee,  whose  appropriate  duty  it  is  to  construe  the  acts 

j  of  Copgress,  which  are  drawn  into  question. 

j  Mr.  Badger.  I  now  withdraw  my  motion  for  reference,  and  move 

that  the  paper  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Weller.  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  terminate  the 
debate  and  proi^eed  to  the  consideration  of  some  practical  business. 
This  question,  however,  ought  to  be  decided.  Here  are  three  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  who  have  brought  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  the  important  fact  that  they  differ  as  to  the  construction 

I  given  to  a  law  of  Congress,  or  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  asing  the 

fund  which  they  have  been  appointed  to  administer.     Now,  I  think  it 

'  very  important  that  Congress  should  determine  that  question,  because 

we  have  been  notified  by  the  debate  to-day  that  that  difference  of 
opinion  does  exist;  and  after  this  paper  shall  have  been  disposed  of,  if 
no  other  Senator  makes  the  motion,  I  shall  submit  one  to  instruct 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  consider  and  report  on  this  subject. 
The  President.  The  question  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  that  the  paper  lie  on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Clayton  subsequently  said:  Mr.  President,  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  [Mr.  Weller]  did  not  follow  up  his  proposition,  I 
desire  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Reaolvtffj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  anyp 
what,  action  of  tlif  Senate  ia  necessary  and  proper  in  regard  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

I  believe  that  this  resolution  is  in  accordance  with  the  general  senti- 
ment of  the  body.     I  do  not  purpose  to  debate  it;  but  1  will  say  now 
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that  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  sus- 
tain the  Regents  of  this  Institution,  whenever  the  Senate  thinks  they 
are  right.  When  an  imputation  is  cast  on  those  gentlemen  it  ought 
not  to  be  left  to  be  a  matter  of  conjecture  or  doubt  in  the  country 
whether  the  Senate  thinks  they  ought  to  be  sustained  or  not.  For  my 
own  part,  I  do  thoroughly  concur  in  the  opinion  which  has  been  given 
by  a  majority  of  the  Regency.  I  have  been  of  their  opinion  since  the 
Institution  was  fii*st  established. 

I  had  the  honor,  as  a  member  of  a  committee  of  this  body,  some 
eighteen  years  f^o,  to  report  the  bill,  which  was  afterwards  enacted 
into  a  law,  accepting  the  bequest  of  Smithson;  and  I  well  remember 
that  upon  that  occasion  there  was  a  diversity  of  sentiment  in  this  body 
in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  accepting  the  bequest,  for  it  was  said  con- 
fidently by  some  gentlemen  that  it  would  turn  out  that  this  Govern- 
ment was  incapable  of  administering  the  fund  as  the  testator  intended. 
I  was  then  of  a  diflferent  opinion,  and  I  am  now.  I  have  obsen^ed  with 
some  interest  the  progress  of  this  Institution,  and  the  course  adopted 
by  the  Regents,  from  the  origin  of  the  Institution,  and  their  course 
has,  on  all  o<!casions,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  understand  it,  met 
with  my  unqualified  approbation. 

The  question  which  divided  the  Regency  was  one  which  arose  in  the 
very  origin  of  the  Institution.  There  were  many  gentlemen  who 
thought  the  funds  should  be  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  a  library.  I 
never  thought  so.  I  undertake  to  say  that  was  not  the  sentiment  of 
the  Senate  which  accepted  the  bequest.  An  institution  whose  object 
is  to  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge  among  men,  to  be  confined,  or  the 
greater  part  of  its  ac>tion  to  be  confined,  to  the  mere  purchase  of  books — 
books  to  be  placed  here  in  this  District,  where  they  could  }>e  visited  by 
gentlemen  of  wealth  from  abroad,  to  be  sui  e,  and  where  they  could  be 
searched  and  examined  b}'  persons  who  are  on  the  spoti  That,  how- 
ever, would  be  one  of  the  most  futile  and,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
most  ineffectual  methods  which  could  be  devised  to  diffuse  knowledge 
among  men.  The  plan  adopted  by  the  Regency  is  one  calc^ulated  to 
diffuse  it  among  men  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world. 

But,  sir,  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  discussing  this 
question.  The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  are  fully  capable  of  exam- 
ining and  deciding  on  judicial  questions.  I  think  they  ought  to  make 
an  inquiry,  in  order  that  if  the  Regents  are  right  in  the  interpretation 
they  have  given  to  the  law  they  should  be  sustained  by  the  judgment 
of  the  committee  and  by  the  judgment  of  the  Senate.  I  move  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  which  I  have  submitted. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent  and  agreed  to. 

January  17,  1855 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Linn  Boyd)  laid  before  the  House  a  communi- 
cation received  from  Rufus  Choate,  resigning  his  ofBce  as  Regent  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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The  letter  wtis  read.     (See  Senate  Proceedings,  January  17,  1855.) 
Mr.  James  Meacham.   I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to 

introduce  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  founded  upon  that  letter;  and  upon 

the  resolution  I  demand  the  previous  question. 
The  resolution  was  reported: 

Resolvedy  That  tlie  letter  of  Hon.  Rufus  Choate,  resigning  his  platn*  aw  Reg«mt  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  be  referred  to  a  select  oommitt^^^  of  live  and  printed; 
and  that  said  committee  be  directed  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  House  whether  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  has  been  managed  and  its  funds  exixjnded  in  accordance 
with  the  law  establishing  the  Institution;  and  whether  any  additional  legislation  be 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  designs  of  its  founders;  and  that  said  committee  have  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  W.  H.  English.  If  I  have  the  right  to  object  to  the  reception 
of  the  resolution  just  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Meacham]  I  do  so;  and  I  move  that  the  communication  submitted  by 
Mr.  Choate  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Speaker.  The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  to 
refer  to  a  select  committee  the  letter  which  has  just  been  read,  is  in 
order,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair.  Upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion the  gentleman  from  Vermont  demands  the  previous  question.  It 
is  in  order  to  make  a  motion  to  lay  the  matter  on  the  table. 

Mr.  English.  Then  I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  Meacham.  Will  that  motion  carry  the  resolution  with  it? 

The  Speaker.  It  will. 

Mr.  Meacham.  Am  I  not  still  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  from  Vermont  can  not  retain  the  floor 
after  moving  the  previous  question.  It  is  in  order  for  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  to  make  the  motion  he  does,  as  it  is  a  privileged  question. 

Mr.  Meacham.  The  resolution  I  offer  is  simply  one  of  inquiry,  made 
in  respectful  terms,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  there  can  be  no  objec- 
tion to  it.  If  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  is  pressed  I 
shall  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  of  Virginia.  I  ask  my  friend  from  Indiana  to 
withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table.  The  resolution  ought  to 
go  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  the  clause  providing  for  sending  for 
persons  and  papers  ought  to  be  stricken  out. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Chandler.  I  would  ask  whether  the  motion  to  lay  upon 
the  table  includes  the  motion  to  print? 

The  Speaker.  It  does  include  that  motion. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Clingman.  The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  and  print 
would  be  a  debatable  motion. 

The  Speaker.  It  would  scarcely  be  debata])le  p(»nding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Clingman.  The  demand  for  the  previous  question  has  not  lieen 
seconded. 
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The  Speaker.  It  could  not  be  until  there  was  a  test  vote. 

Mr.  ClinOiMAN.  If  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  couples  the  motion 
to  lay  upon  the  table  with  the  motion  to  print,  I  should  think  it  would 
be  debatable. 

The  Speaker.  It  can  not  be  a  debatable  motion,  for  the  reason  that 
the  previous  question  is  demanded  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolu 
tion.     The  demand  for  the  previous  question  must  l)e  first  disposed  of 
before  discussion  can  be  had. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  remark  that  no  person 
has  called  for  a  division  of  the  question  to  lay  upon  the  table  and 
print. 

Mr.  English.  If  I  have  the  right  to  do  so,  I  propose  to  modify  my 
motion  so  as  to  lay  the  communication  and  resolution  upon  the  table, 
and  withdraw  the  motion  to  print. 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  has  a  right  to  modify  his  motion  and 
withdraw  the  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  English.  I  then  so  modify  my  motion. 

The  Speaker.  The  j^e^s  and  nays  have  not  been  ordered  upon  the 
modiiication  proposition. 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia.  The  proposition  being  modified,  how  does 
the  previous  question  apply  ? 

The  Speaker.  The  demand  for  the  previous  question  will  come  up, 
should  the  House  refuse  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table;  and  it 
cuts  off  debate  until  the  House  determine  whether  or  not  it  will  sus- 
tain the  demand. 

Mr.  Meacham.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  modified 
motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  were — yeas  81,  nays  84;  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis  Allen,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Barksdale, 
Bell,  Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridges,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Chastain,  Chrisman, 
Cobb,  Colquitt,  Craige,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Disney,  Drum,  Dunbar,  Eddy,  Edger- 
ton,  Edmundson,  John  M.  Elliott,  English,  Everhart,  Faulkner,  Franklin,  Goode, 
Green,  Greenwood,  Hamilton,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hendricks,  Hillyer,  Houston, 
(ieorge  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Keitt,  Kerr,  Kurtz,  Lamb,  Latham, 
Macdonald,  Matteson,  Maxwell,  Millson,  Morgan,  Nichols,  Orr,  Packer,  Pennington, 
Bishop  Perkins,  John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Pringle,  Reese,  Thomas  Ritchey,  Robbins, 
Rogern,  Ruffin,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower,  Skelton,  George  W.  Sm}i;h,  Sollers,  Frederick 
P.  Stanton,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Tel- 
ler, Trout,  Vansant,  Walbridge,  Walker,  and  Warren — 81 

NAYS — MeBsrs.  Appleton,  David  J.  Bailey,  Ball,  Bennett,  Benson,  Bliss,  Campbell, 
Carpenter,  Chamberlain,  Chase,  Clark,  Clingman,  Cook,  Corwin,  Cox,  Crocker,  Cul- 
lom.  Cutting,  Thomas  Davis,  Dickinson,  Ellison,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Fuller,  Good- 
rich, Goodwin,  Grey,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hibbard, 
Hiester,  Hill,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Johnson,  Kittredge,  Knox,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lindley,  Lind- 
sley ,  McDougall,  Mace,  Macy,  Maurice,  Mayall,  Meacham,  Middleswarth,  Murray,  Nor- 
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ton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Parker  Peck,  Pratt,  Puryear,  Ready,  Rowe, 
Russell,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Seward,  Simmons,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Richard 
H.  Stanton,  Hestor  L.  Stevens,  Stratton,  Thurston,  Upham,  Wade,  EUihu  B.  Wash- 
burne,  Israel  Washburn,  Wells,  Tappan  Wentworth,  Westbrook,  Wheeler,  Yatea, 
and  Zollicoffer — 84. 

House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Pending  the  call — 

Mr.  John  Kerr  said:  Is  it  in  order  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the 
Chair  at  this  time? 

The  Speaker.  Only  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Kerr.  There  seems  to  be  some  misapprehension  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  I  suppose  by  laying  the  resolution  upon  the  table  that 
we  do  not  accept  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Choate. 

The  Speaker.  The  Chair  understands  the  resignation  to  have  been 
already  received.     The  House  received  the  letter,  and  it  was  read. 

Mr.  Kerr.  There  seems  to  be  some  diversity  of  opinion  in  relatioo 
to  the  matter.     My  only  desire  is,  that  it  shall  be  understood. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Franklin.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  Chair,  if  it  is  in 
order  to  move  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  select  committe  already  in  exist- 
ence upon  the  subject  of  the  Smithsonian  fund? 

The  Speaker.  The  demand  for  the  previous  question  cuts  off  any 
motion,  until  the  House  determine  whether  they  will  second  the 
demand. 

Mr.  Franklin.  I  give  notice  that  I  shall  make  the  motion  to  refer 
these  papers  to  the  select  committee  already  existing  upon  the  subject 
of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  which  has  this  matter  in  charge,  and  is 
expecting  to  make  a  report  upon  it  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Israel  Washburn,  sr.,  of  Maine,  demanded   tellers  on  the 
second  to  the  demand  for  the  previous  question;  which  were  ordered; ' 
and  Mr.  Grey  and  Mr.  Walker  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — ayes  74^ 
noes  72. 

There  was  a  second;  and  the  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be 
put. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 

Mr.  B.  Pringle  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  93,  nays  91;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Me8srs.  Abercrombie,  Appletx)n,  David  J.  Bailey,  Ball,  Banks,  Bennett^ 
Benson,  Bristow,  Bugg,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Chamberlain,  Chase,  Clark,  Cook, 
Corwin,  Crocker,  Cullom,  Curtis,  Cutting,  Thomas  Davis,  Dawson,  De  Witt,  Dickin- 
son, Eastman,  Edgerton,  Edmands,  Ellison,  Etheridge,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Fuller, 
Goodrich,  Gooilwin,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Haven,  Henn,  Hiester, 
Hill,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Johnson,  Kittredge,  Knox,  Latham,  I^tcher,  Lilly,  Lindley, 
Lindflley,  McDougall,  Mace,  Macy,  Matteson,  Mauric«,  Mayall,  Meacham,  Middles* 
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warth,  Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  John  Perkinja,  Pratt,  Preston, 
Puryear,  Ready,  David  Ritchie,  Rowe,  Russell,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Simmons,  Singleton, 
William  R.  Smith,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Hestor  L.  Stevens,  Stratton,  Thurston,  Up- 
ham.  Wade,  Walsh,  Elihu  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Wells,  Tappan  Went- 
worth,  Westbrook,  Wheeler,  Yates,  and  Zollicoffer — ^93. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis  Allen,  Belcher,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Breck- 
inridge, Bridges,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Chastain,  Chrisman,  Clingman,  Cobb, 
Colquitt,  Cox,  Craige,  John  G.  Davis,  Dunbar,  Eddy,  Edmundson,  EngliHh,  Ever- 
hart,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Franklin,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamilton,  Harrison, 
Hendricks,  Hillyer,  Houston,  Ingersoll,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Roland 
Jones,  Keitt,  Kerr,  KurtJs,  Lamb,  Macdonald,  McMullin,  McQueen,  Maxwell,  Smith 
Miller,  Millson,  Morgan,  Nichols,  Olds,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Pennington, 
Bishop  Perkins,  Phelps,  Powell,  Pringle,  Reese,  Richardson,  Thomas  Ritchey,  Rob- 
bins,  Rogers,  Ruffin,  Sage,  Seward,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower,  Skelton,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Sollers,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Straub,  Andrew  Stuart, 
John  J.  Taylor,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Teller,  Trout,  V'ansant,  and 
Walker— 91. 

Resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  James  Meacham.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
resolution  was  adopted,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Florence.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion 
to  lay  upon  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  94,  nays  82;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Meesrs.  Abercrombie,  James  C.  Allen,  Appleton,  David  J.  Bailey,  Ball, 
Banks,  Barksdale,  Barry,  Bennett,  Benson,  Bristow,  Bugg,  Campbell,  Carpenter, 
Chamberlain,  Chase,  Clark,  Cook,  Corwin,  Crocker,  Thomas  Davis,  Dawson,  De  Witt, 
Dickinson,  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Edmands,  Ellison,  Etheridge,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flag- 
ler, Fuller,  Goodrich,  Goodwin,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Wiley  P. 
Harris,  HastingH,  Haven,  Henn,  Hiester,  Hill,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Jolmson,  Kittredge, 
Knox,  Latham,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lindsley,  McDougall,  Mace,  Macy,  Matteson,  Mau- 
rice, Mayall,  Meacham,  Middleswarth,  Murray,  Noble,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Mordei^i  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Bishop  Perkins,  John  Perkins,  Pratt,  Puryear,  Ready, 
David  Ritchie,  Rowe,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Seward,  Simmons,  Singleton,  William  R.  Smith, 
Richard  H.  Stanton,  Hestor  L.  Stevens,  Stratton,  Thurston,  Upham,  Wade,  Elihu  B. 
Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Wells,  Tappan  Wentworth,  Westbrook,  Wheeler,  and 
Yates— 94. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Willis  Allen,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Belcher,  Bell,  Bocock,  Boyce, 
Breckinridge,  Bridges,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Chastain,  Chrisman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Craige, 
John  G.  Davis,  Drum,  Dunbar,  Eddy,  Edmundson,  John  M.  Elliott,  English,  Ever- 
hart,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Franklin,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamilton,  Harrison, 
Hendricks,  Hillyer,  Ingersoll,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Roland  Jones, 
Keitt,  Kerr,  Kurtz,  Lamb,  Lewis,  Macdonald,  McMullin,  McQueen,  Maxwell,  Smith 
Miller,  Millson,  Moi^gan,  Nichols,  Olds,  Orr,  Packer,  Pennington,  Phelps,  Pringle, 
Reese,  Thomas  Ritchey,  Robbins,  Rogers,  Ruffin,  Sage,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower, 
Skelton,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Frederick  P.  Stanton, 
Straub,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Teller, 
Trout,  Vansant,  W^alker,  Walsh,  Warren,  and  Witte— 82. 

Motion  to  reconsider  laid  upon  the  table. 
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January  18,  1855 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Linn  Boyd)  announced  the  following  as  the  mem- 
bers of  the  select  committee  raised  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
the  manacrement  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution: 

Mr.  C.  W.  Upham,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  W.  H.  Witte,  of  Penn 
sylvania,  Mr.  N.  G.  Taylor,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Daniel  Wells,  of  Wis- 
consin, and  Mr.  R.  C.  Puryear,  of  North  Carolina. 

The  Speaker.  The  Chair  would  state  that  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont [Mr.  Meacham],  at  whose  instance  the  committee  was  I'aised, 
was  not  placed  on  it  at  his  own  request.  He  is  one  of  the  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  thought  that  under  the  circumstances 
he  ought  not  to  serve  on  the  committee.  Had  he  not  requested  to  be 
excused  from  service  he  would  have  been  put,  according  to  custom, 
at  the  head  of  the  committee. 

February  6, 1855 — Senate. 

Mr.  Andrew  P.  Butler,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,*  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
directing  said  committee  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what, 
action  of  the  Senate  is  necessary  and  proper  in  regard  to  the  Smitii- 
sonian  Institution,  made  report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

It  seems  to  be  the  object  of  the  resolution  to  require  the  committee 
to  say  whether,  in  its  opinion,  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution have  given  a  fair  and  proper  construction,  within  the  range  of 
discretion  allowed  to  them,  to  the  acts  of  Congress  putting  into  opera- 
tion the  trust  which  Mr.  Smithson  had  devolved  on  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. As  the  trust  has  not  been  committed  to  a  legal  corporation 
subject  to  judicial  jurisdiction  and  control,  it  must  be  regarded  as  the 
creature  of  Congressional  legislation.  It  is  a  naked  and  honoraUe 
trust,  without  any  profitable  interest  in  the  Government  that  has 
undertaken  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  benevolent  testator.  The 
obligations  of  good  faith  require  that  the  bequest  should  be  main- 
tained in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  made.  The  acts  of  Congress  on 
this  subject  were  intended  to  effect  this  end,  and  the  question  pre^ 
sen  ted  is  this:  Have  the  Regents  done  their  duty  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  acts  of  Congress  on  this  subject? 

In  order  to  determine  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  action  of  th^ 
Senate  is  necessary  and  proper  in  regard  to  the  Smithsonian  Institn* 
tion,  it  is  necessary  to  examine  what  provisions  Congress  have  already 
made  on  the  subje<5t  and  whether  they  have  been  faithfully  earriedl 
into  execution. 

The  money  with  which  this  Institution  has  been  founded  was 
bequeathed  to  the  United  States  by  James  Smithson,  of  Ijondon,  to 

*Mr.  A.  P.  Butler,  Mr.  Isaac  Toucey,  Mr.  James  A.  Bayard,  Mr.  H.  S.  Geyer,  Mr., 
John  Pettit,  and  Mr.  Robert  Toombs. 
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found  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  ''Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion," an  establishment  "for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men."  It  is  not  bequeathed  to  the  United  States  to  be  used 
for  their  own  benefit  and  advantage  only,  but  in  trust  to  apply  to 
''the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge"  among  mankind  generally, 
so  that  other  men  and  other  nations  might  share  in  its  advantage  as 
well  as  ourselves. 

Congress  accepted  the  trust,  and  by  the  act  of  August  10, 1846,  estab- 
lished an  institution  to  carrv  into  effect  the  intention  of  the  testator. 
The  language  of  the  will  left  a  very  wide  discretion  in  the  manner  of 
executing  the  trust,  and  different  opinions  might  very  naturally  be 
entertained  on  the  subject.  And  it  is  very  evident  by  the  law  above 
referred  to  that  Congress  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  prescribe  any 
definite  and  fixed  plan,  and  deemed  it  more  proper  to  confide  that  duty 
to  a  board  of  regents,  carefully  selected,  indicating  only  in  general 
terms  the  objects  to  which  their  attention  was  to  be  directed  in 
executing  the  testator's  intention. 

Thus,  by  the  fifth  section,  the  Regents  were  required  to  cause  a 
building  to  be  erected  of  sufficient  size,  and  with  suitable  rooms  or 
halls,  for  the  reception  and  arrangement,  upon  a  liberal  scale,  of 
objects  of  natural  history,  including  a  geological  and  mineralogical 
cabinet;  also  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  librarj',  a  gallery  of  art,  and  the 
necessary  lecture  rooms.  It  is  evident  that  Congress  intended  by 
these  provisions  that  the  funds  of  the  Institution  should  be  applied  to 
increase  knowledge  in  all  the  branches  of  science  mentioned  in  this 
section — in  objects  of  natural  history,  in  geology,  in  mineralogy,  in 
chemistry,  in  the  arts — and  that  lectures  were  to  \)e  delivered  upon 
such  topics  as  the  Regents  might  deem  useful  in  the  execution  of  the 
trust.  And  publications  by  the  Institution  were  undoubtedly  neces- 
sary to  diffuse  generally  the  knowledge  that  might  be  obtained;  for 
any  increase  of  knowledge  that  might  thus  be  acquired  was  not  to  be 
locked  up  in  the  Institution  or  preserved  only  for  the  use  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Washington,  or  persons  who  might  visit  the  Institution.  It 
was  by  the  express  terms  of  the  trust,  which  the  United  States  was 
pledged  to  execute,  to  be  diffused  among  men.  This  could  be  done  in 
no  other  way  than  by  publications  at  the  expense  of  the  Institution. 
Nor  has  Congress  pre^scribed  the  sums  which  shall  be  appropriated  to 
these  different  objects.  It  is  left  to  the  discretion  and  judgment  of 
the  Regents. 

The  fifth  section  also  requires  a  library  to  be  fonned,  and  the  eighth 
section  provides  that  the  Regents  shall  make  from  the  interest  an 
appropriation,  not  exceeding  an  average  of  $25,000  annually,  for 
the  gradual  formation  of  a  library  composed  of  valuable  works  per- 
taining to  all  departments  of  human  knowledge. 

But  this  section  can  not,  by  any  fair  construction  of  its  language. 
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be  deemed  to  imply  that  any  appropriation  to  that  amount,  or  nearly 
so,  was  intended  to  be  required.  It  is  not  a  direction  to  the  Regents 
to  apply  that  sum,  but  a  prohibition  to  apply  more;  and  it  leaves  it  to 
the  Regents  to  decide  what  amount  within  the  sum  limited  can  be 
advantageously  applied  to  the  library,  having  a  due  regard  to  the 
other  objects  enumerated  in  the  law. 

Indeed,  the  eighth  section  would  seem  to  be  intended  to  prevent  the 
absorption  of  the  funds  of  the  Institution  in  the  purchase  of  books. 
And  there  would  seem  to  be  sound  reason  for  giving  it  that  construc- 
tion; for  such  an  application  of  the  funds  could  hardly  be  regarded  as 
a  faithful  execution  of  the  trust;  for  the  collection  of  an  immense 
library  at  Washington  would  certainly  not  tend  "  to  increase  or  diffuse 
knowledge"  in  any  other  country,  not  even  among  the  countrymen  of 
the  testator;  very  few  even  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  would 
receive  any  benefit  from  it.  And  if  the  money  was  to  be  so  appro- 
priated it  would  have  been  far  better  to  buy  the  books  and  place  them 
at  once  in  the  Congress  Library.  They  would  be  more  acceptable  to 
the  public  there,  and  it  would  have  saved  the  expense  of  a  costly 
building  and  the  salaries  of  the  oflicers;  yet  nobody  would  have  listened 
to  such  a  proposition  or  consented  that  the  United  States  should  take 
to  itself  and  for  its  own  use  the  money  which  they  accepted  as  a  trust 
for  ''the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.'" 

This  is  the  constniction  which  the  Regents  have  given  to  the  acts 
of  Congress,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  is  the  true  one, 
and  acting  under  it  they  have  erected  a  commodious  building,  given 
their  attention  to  all  the  bmnches  of  science  mentioned  in  the  law 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  means  afforded  by  the  fund  of  the  Institu- 
tion, and  have  been  forming  a  library  of  choice  and  valuable  books, 
amounting  already  to  more  than  15,000  volumes.  The  books  are  for 
the  most  part  precisely  of  the  character  calculated  to  caiTy  out  the 
intentions  of  the  donor  of  the  fund  and  of  the  act  of  Congress.  They 
are  chiefly  composed  of  works  published  by  or  under  the  auspices  of 
the  numerous  institutions  of  Europe  which  are  engaged  in  scientifio 
pursuits,  giving  an  account  of  their  respective  researches  and  of  new 
discoveries  whenever  they  are  made.  These  works  are  sent  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  in  return  for  the  publications  of  this  Insti- 
tution, which  are  transmitted  to  the  learned  societies  and  establish* 
ments  abroad.  The  library  thus  formed  and  the  means  by  which  it  18 
accomplished  are  peculiarly  calculated  to  attain  the  objects  for  whidi 
the  munificent  legacy  was  given  in  trust  to  the  United  States.  The 
publication  of  the  results  of  scientific  researches  made  by  the  Institu- 
tion is  calculated  to  stimulate  American  genius,  and  at  the  same  time 
enable  it  to  bring  before  the  public  the  fruits  of  its  labors.  And  thQ 
transmission  of  these  publications  to  the  learned  societies  in  Europe 
and  receiving  in  return  the  fruits  of  similar  researches  made  by  them, 
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gives  to  each  the  benefit  of  the  "increase  of  knowledge"  which  either 
may  obtain,  and  at  the  same  time  diffuses  it  throughout  the  civilized 
world.  The  librarv  thus  formed  will  contain  books  suitable  to  the 
present  state  of  scientific  knowledge,  and  will  keep  pace  with  it^j 
advance;  and  it  is  certainly  far  superior  to  a  vast  collection  of  expen- 
sive works,  most  of  which  may  be  found  in  any  public  library,  and 
many  of  which  are  mere  objects  of  curiosity  or  amusement,  and  sel- 
dom, if  ever,  opened  by  any  one  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  science. 

These  operations  appear  to  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Regents, 
under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Professor  Henry,  with  zeal, 
energy,  and  discretion,  and  with  the  strictest  regard  to  economy  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  funds.  Nor  does  there  seem  to  be  any  other  mode 
which  Congress  could  prescribe  or  the  Regents  adopt  which  would  bet- 
ter fulfill  the  high  trust  which  the  United  States  have  undertaken  to 
perform.  No  fixed  and  immutable  plan  prescribed  by  law  or  adopted 
by  the  Regents  would  attain  the  objects  of  the  trust.  It  was  evidently 
the  intention  of  the  donor  that  it  should  be  carried  into  execution  bv 
an  institution  or  establishment,  as  it  is  termed  in  his  will.  Congress 
has  created  one,  and  given  it  ample  powers,  but  directing  its  attention 
particularly  to  the  objects  enumerated  in  the  law;  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
that  Institution  to  avail  itself  of  the  light  of  experience,  and  to  change 
its  plan  of  operations  when  they  are  convinced  that  a  different  one  will 
better  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  trust.  The  Regents  have  done  so, 
and  wisely,  for  the  reasons  above  stated.  The  committee  see  nothing, 
therefore,  in  their  conduct  which  calls  for  any  new  legislation  or  any 
change  in  the  powers  now  exercised  by  the  Regents. 

For  many  of  the  views  and  statements  in  the  foregoing  report,  the 
committee  are  indebted  to  the  full  and  luminous  reports  of  the  Board 
of  Regents.  From  the  views  entertained  by  the  committee,  after  an 
impartial  examination  of  the  proceedings  referred  to,  the  committee 
have  adopted  the  language  of  the  resolution,  '""that  no  action  of  the 
Senate  is  necessary  and  proper  in  regard  to  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion;" and  this  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee. 

February  20,  f 855— House. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Upham.  I  wish,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House, 
to  ask  for  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  to  the  Committee  on  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.  We  have  been  at  work  nearly  one  month,  most 
laboriously,  and  have  been  compelled  to  employ  a  clerk,  and  sometimes 
more  than  one.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  bring  my  motion  for 
the  appointment  of  a  clerk  before  the  House,  because  every  morning 
gentlemen  insisted  on  the  regular  order  of  business;  and  I  now  ask  the 
the  House  to  allow  that  committee  to  employ  a  clerk. 
[General  cries  of  "Oh,  yes;  let  them  have  a  clerk."] 
Mr.  Charles  Hughes.  If  the  House  give  unanimous  consent  to 
the  gentleman's  proposition,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  adjoui-n. 
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Mr.  Bishop  Perkins,  of  New  York,  and  others.  I  object. 

Mr.  Upham.  Then  I  move  that  the  rules  l>e  suspended,  to  enable  me 
to  submit  my  proposition. 

The  Speaker  pro  tempore.  That  can  not  be  done,  as  there  in  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  pending. 

Mr.  Hughes.  I  now  renew  my  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 
February  27,  1855 — House. 

The  House  being  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oti  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  William  H.  English,  of  Indiana,  said: 

I  propose  occupying  the  attention  of  the  committee  for  a  short  time 
in  submitting  some  practical  remarks  in  reference  to  the  present  con- 
dition and  management  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  It  is  not  a 
subject,  sir,  the  introduction  of  which  into  Congress  has  i*eceived  any 
favor  from  me.  I  regretted  to  see  it  brought  here;  and  when  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Meacham],  upon  a  late  occasion,  intro- 
duced a  resolution  to  raise  a  special  committee  of  inquiry,  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  oppose  its  adoption.  I  knew  that  such  an  examination  would 
be  attended  with  expense  and  a  consumption  of  time  which  at  that  late 
period  of  the  session  could  not  well  be  spared  from  other  and  more 
important  public  business;  that  it  would  tend  to  irritate  the  feelings 
of  gentlemen  heretofore  or  now  connected  with  the  Institution,  and,  in 
a  word,  might  do  evil,  but  could  not  result  in  practical  good.  My 
knowledge  of  the  subject  satisfied  me  that  nothing  had  occurred  to 
demand  the  raising  of  a  special  committee,  clothed  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papei-s,  thus  giving  to  the  disappointed  and  disaatiuBH 
fied  an  opportunity  of  assailing  the  Institution  or  its  officers  at  the 
public  expense. 

Sir,  I  felt  conscious  then,  as  I  do  now,  that  the  management  has 
been  such  in  all  material  respects  as  ought  to  elicit  commendatioii. 
This  I  may  say  with  the  greater  propriety  and  freedom  for  the  roaaon 
that  the  causes  which  led  to  this  investigation  originated  and  wen 
fully  developed  before  my  connection  with  the  Institution  as  a  Regent; 
a  position,  I  may  add,  supposed  to  be  of  some  honor,  but  certainly  one 
of  considerable  labor,  much  responsibility,  and  no  pecuniary  benefit 
whatever. 

That  the  management  of  an  institution  having  so  large  an  endow- 
ment and  a  design  so  comprehensive  should  occasion  difference  of 
opinion  and  difficulty  is  not  surprising  in  the  least.  It  would  be  more 
surprising  were  it  otherwise.  Whilst  all  concur  in  desiring  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  great  object  Smithson  had  in  view — '^The  increuje 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men" — the  wisest  and  best  may 
well  differ  as  to  the  proper  means  to  be  used  to  attain  that  end. 

Although  not  entirely  approving  all  that  has  been  done,  I  must  say, 
in  view  of  the  vastness  of  the  subject  and  that  Congress  was  ten  yeaia 
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in  adopting  even  the  outlines  of  a  plan,  that  the  present  condition  of 
the  Institution  is  not  only  encouraging  but  a  subject  of  congratulation, 
rather  than  of  censure,  to  those  charged  with  the  management  of  its 
affairs.  Sir,  I  ask  where  there  has  been  any  material  departure  from 
the  act  of  Congress  or  the  will  of  Snodthson  ?  Have  the  funds  been 
squandered  or  improperly  applied?  Is  the  Institution  in  debt  or  its 
income  exhausted?  Have  the  officers  neglected  their  duty  ?  Is  there 
corruption  or  improper  conduct  in  any  quarter?  Sir,  it  is  an  easy 
matter  to  criticise,  to  find  fault,  to  indulge  in  loose  statements  and 
undefined  insinuations,  but  I  have  yet  to  hear  alleged  any  just  and 
definite  cause  of  complaint.  Look  at  the  financial  department,  where 
corruption  would  most  likely  exist  if  it  existed  at  all,  and  you  will  find 
the  gratifying  fact  that  it  has  been  so  judiciously  managed  that,  after 
pa^'ing  all  the  current  expenses,  the  funds  and  property  are  this  day 
actually  worth  double  the  amount  of  the  original  bequest.  Where, 
sir,  in  this  age  of  extravagant  expenditure  of  public  money  and 
deficiency  bills,  will  you  find  a  parallel  to  this  ? 

The  Regents  are  authorized  to  expend  all  the  accruing  interest;  but 
so  far  from  doing  this  they  have,  by  husbanding  the  resources  and  by 
constant  watchfulness  over  the  disbursements,  actually  saved  the  sum 
of  §130,000,  which  they  have  now  on  hand  to  apply  as  a  permanent 
addition  to  the  principal.  What,  then,  is  the  result?  A  magnificent 
building  of  ample  dimensions  has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  $300,000. 
Books,  apparatus,  and  other  articles  have  been  provided  for  the  library, 
museum,  laboratory,  and  gallery  of  art,  worth  $85,000.  Lecturers 
have  been  employed,  original  researches  made,  many  valuable  scientific 
works  published  and  distributed,  the  current  expenses  entirel}^  paid, 
and  yet  the  principal  is  increased  $130,000.  And  of  the  interest 
expended  I  have  yet  to  hear  where  one  dollar  was  devoted  to  an 
improper  purpose.  Does  this  look  as  if  the  Institution  was  badly 
managed  ? 

If  I  am  asked,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  the  Institution  has  done  to  carry 
out  the  object  for  which  it  was  desired,  I  reply  that  it  has  not  had 
time  to  do  much.  It  is  in  its  infancy.  The  building  is  but  just  com- 
pleted, and  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  a  great  establishment  which  is 
to  exist  as  long  as  this  Government  itself,  is  to  be  built  up  in  a  day. 
The  foundation  is  being  laid  deep  and  wide,  and  the  noble  work 
will  gradually  but  surely  advance. 

But,  sir,  I  think  it  can  be  shown  that  something  has  already  been 
ac'complished;  that  a  good  beginning,  at  least,  has  been  made,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  the  limited  annual  income  which,  from  the  original 
fund,  is  less  than  $31,000.  Why,  a  single  report  of  the  Patent  Office 
costs  three  times  as  much  as  the  entire  income  of  the  Smithsonian 
fund  for  a  year. 

H.  Doc.  732 35 
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These  works  are  distributed  gratuitously  to  most  of  the  incorpo- 
rated colleges  and  libraries  in  the  United  States,  and  to  the  leading  lit- 
erary institutions  of  other  countries.  They  are  not  copyrighted,  and 
are  sold  by  the  trade  at  a  low  rate. 

It  may  be  contended  that  researches  and  publications  of  a  character 
so  purely  scientific  are  not  calculated  directly  to  diffuse  knowledge 
among  the  great  mass  of  mankind. 

This  is,  no  doubt,  to  a  certain  extent  true,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  see 
the  operations  of  the  Institution  made  as  plain  and  practical  as  the 
nature  of  the  subjects  will  admit;  but  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that 
the  grand  object  of  the  Institution  is  to  add  to  the  sum  total  of  the 
knowledge  now  existing  in  the  world,  and  to  diffuse  it  '^  among  men," 
rather  than  to  scatter  that  more  widely  which  is  already  accessible,  in 
a  greater  or  less  degree,  to  all. 

'"Scientific  researches,"  says  a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Regents, 
''are  often  supposed  by  the  uninformed  to  be  of  little  or  no  real 
importance;  and,  indeed,  are  frequently  ridiculed  as  barren  of  all 
practical  utility;  but  nothing  is  more  mistaken  than  this.  The  most 
valuable  and  productive  of  the  arts  of  life,  the  most  important  and 
wonder-working  inventions  of  modern  times,  owe  their  being  and 
value  to  scientific  investigations.  By  these  have  been  discovered 
physical  truths  and  laws,  the  intelligent  application  of  which  to  prac- 
tical inventions  has  given  immense  benefits  to  the  world.  The  gemis 
of  these  valuable  improvements  and  inventions  have  been  found  and 
developed  by  scientific  research,  the  original  forms  of  which  have 
often  seemed  to  the  many  to  be  as  idle  and  useless  as  they  were 
curious.  A  proposition  relating  to  the  pendulum,  which  for  many 
years  remained  only  a  curious  theoretical  relation,  ultimately  fur- 
nished a  unit  for  the  standard  measures  of  states  and  nations.  The 
discovery  that  a  magnetic  needle  could  be  moved  by  a  galvanic  current 
seemed  for  a  long  time  more  curious  than  useful,  and  yet  it  contained 
the  germ  of  all  that  was  afterwards  developed  in  the  telegraph.  It 
has  been  well  remarked  that  numerous  applications  and  inventions 
always  result  from  the  discovery  of  a  scientific  principle,  so  that 
there  are  many  Fultons  for  every  Franklin." 

Besides  this,  it  must  be  recollected  that  Smithson  restricted  his 
bequest  to  no  particular  branch  of  knowledge.  He  considered  all 
intimately  connected  with  the  improvement  and  happiness  of  the 
human  family,  and  as  an  answer  to  whatever  may  be  said  against  the* 
character  of  the  publications  of  the  institution,  it  may  be  stated  that 
they  relate  to  precisely  the  same  subjects  as  those  which  occupied  the 
life  of  Smithson  himself. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  proceed  to  state  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  true 
origin  of  all  the  difficulties  that  have  existed  in  the  Institution.  They 
have  grown  out  of  the  question  whether  the  income  should  be  used  to 
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build  up  a  library,  as  the  pai*amount  object,  or  whether  they  should 
be  applied  not  only  for  a  librar}%  but  for  such  other  purposes  "to 
increase  and  diffuse  knowledge"  as  would,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Regents,  best  accord  with  the  will  of  Smithson  and  the  law  of  Congress 
organizing  the  Institution. 

This  is  the  starting  point  of  the  whole  controversy.  It  is  not  pre- 
tended by  anyone  that  the  funds  have  not  been  expended  in  an  honest 
effort  to  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge,  but  that  they  have  not  been 
chiefly  devoted  to  a  library  as  the  proper  instrument  to  effect  the 
desired  end. 

Now,  as  this  Goveniment  is  only  the  trustee  to  carry  out  the  will  of 
the  gentleman  whose  money  supports  the  Institution,  it  becomes 
important  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  that  instrument,  for  the  law 
declares  its  true  intent  to  be  to  carry  out  "  the  will  of  the  liberal  and 
enlightened  donor."  Sir,  what  is  that  will?  I  ask  gentlemen  to  read 
it  and  answer  whether  there  is  anything  indicating  that  a  library  was 
regarded  as  the  paramount  object,  which,  like  the  rod  of  Aaron,  was 
to  swallow  up  everything  else?  The  bequest,  in  the  language  of  the 
testator,  is  "  to  found  at  Washington  an  establishment,  under  the  name 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men."  I  submit  that  to  devote  the  money  of  Smithson  to 
the  building  up  of  a  library  as  a  paramount  object  would  neither  carry 
out  the  letter  nor  the  spirit  of  his  will.  The  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  such  an  expenditure  would  necessarily  be  local  in  its  character, 
and,  instead  of  being  useful  to  "men"  in  the  comprehensive  sense 
used  by  Smithson,  would  enure  to  the  benefit  of  citizens  of  Washings- 
ton  and  the  privileged  and  fortunate  few  who  might  from  time  to 
time  visit  the  capital.  Such  an  expenditure,  in  my  judgment,  neither 
accords  with  the  evident  intent  of  the  will  or  the  character  and  senti- 
ments of  the  man  who  made  it.  He  did  not  bequeath  his  fortune  to 
found  a  library  alone,  or  to  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge  among  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  much  less  among  the  residents  and 
visitors  of  Washington,  but  "among  men" — men  of  all  classes  and 
everywhere — and  to  increase  and  diffuse  every  species  of  human 
knowledge. 

James  Smithson,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  a  foreigner — the  natural  son 
of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  and  of  Elizabeth,  the  niece  of  tbe 
Duke  of  Somerset — but  he  was  not  possessed  of  that  intolerant  spirit^ 
that  species  of  religious  fanaticism  and  sectional  prejudice  which,  I 
regret  to  see,  is  entertained  by  many  of  our  own  nation.  A  truly  wise 
and  enlightened  people  should  not  arrogate  to  themselv^es  a  superiority 
in  all  things  over  every  other  part  of  the  world,  and  wrap  themselves  in 
a  rigid  exclusiveness  like  the  Japanese,  but  should  rather  pursue  that 
policy  which  would  gather  from  other  nations  their  best  and  most 
valuable  citizens,  arts,  and  inventions.     A  Chinese  map  of  the  world 
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consists  of  China,  other  countries,  if  indicated  at  all,  occupying  no 
larger  space  than  that  usually  allotted  to  the  smaller  class  of  islands. 
The  wild  Indians  and  the  roving  Tartars  consider  the  customs  of  their 
respective  tribes  or  clans  the  perfection  of  human  life,  and  regard 
with  savage  suspicion  all  who  do  not  judge  of  perfection  by  .their 
standard;  and,  in  fact,  every  savage,  and  most  all  half -civilized  people, 
think  that  within  the  boundaries  of  their  own  country  are  to  be  found 
all  virtue,  intelligence,  heroism,  and  happiness.  They  are  ever  jeal- 
ous of  strangers  (foreigners),  deny  them  all  political  rights,  and  some- 
times persecute  them  to  the  death. 

Sir,  1  have  some  place  read  an  account  of  a  visit  paid  by  the  officers 
of  a  French  vessel  to  an  African  chief  in  the  wilds  of  his  native  coun- 
try. His  sable  majesty,  plentifully  besmeared  with  grease,  seated  on 
a  log  for  a  throne,  and  wonderfully  impressed  with  the  vast  superiority 
of  everything  and  everybody  within  his  own  dominions,  eagerly 
inquired  of  the  officers  whether  he  was  much  talked  about  in  France. 
I  have  met  some  men  in  this  country — even  the  sons  of  foreigners — 
equally  puffed  up  in  self-importance  with  the  idea  that  America  is  the 
world,  and  they  the  chief  instruments  in  "'governing  America."  No 
man  can  have  a  more  exalted  opinion  of  this  Republic  than  I,  for  it  is 
my  native  land;  but  I  shall  not,  therefore,  be  blinded  to  the  merit  of 
those  whose  destiny  it  happened  to  be  to  come  into  the  world  else- 
where, and  especially  those  who  from  choice  have  selected  this  as  their 
permanent  home;  neither  shall  I  forget  how  much  our  own  career  of 
greatness  and  glory  has  been  facilitated  by  emigration.  Most  sincerely 
do  I  trust  that  narrow  bigotry,  sectional  prejudice,  and  barbarian 
exclusiveness  will  never  control  the  destinies  of  the  United  States! 

Mr.  Chairman,  James  Smithson  was  elevated  far  above  all  selfish, 
narrow-contracted,  sectional  views.  He  is  believed  never  to  have  set  his  I 
foot  on  our  soil,  and  yet  he  passes  the  splendid  monarchies  of  the  Old  ; 
World  and  intrusts,  with  confidence  unqualified,  to  the  honor  of  repub-  • 
lican  America  the  dispensation  of  his  bequest  for  the  good  of  all  men.  j 
Of  noble  descent  himself,  and  of  ample  fortune,  his  sympathies  were 
not  alone  with  those  of  his  own  class,  or  his  own  country,  but  with 
"  men,"  without  limit  or  restriction.  He  declares  in  exalted  language, 
which  deserves  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold,  that  "the  man  of  science 
is  of  no  country;  the  world  is  his  country,  and  all  men  his  countrj'- 
men."  Though  he  could  boast  that  the  best  blood  of  England  flowed 
in  his  veins,  yet  he  said  that  availed  him  not,  for  his  name  would  live 
in  the  memory  of  men  when  the  titles  of  the  Northumberlands  and 
Percies  were  extinct  or  forgotten. 

Sir,  the  language  used  in  the  bequest  corresponds  with  what  might 
naturally  l>e  expected  from  one  possessing  the  enlarged  views  of 
Smithson. 

The  great  ideas  of  the  will  are  those  of  increase  and  univeisal 
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benefit.  The  benefit  is  not  for  one  nation,  but  for  ''men,"  who  make 
up  all  nations.  It  is  for  mankind,  for  humanity.  The  truths  of  science 
admit  of  universal  application.  A  truth  that  tends  to  enlarge  and  to 
elevate  the  mind;  a  discovery  that  furnishes  a  new  power,  or  makes  a 
new  application  of  an  old  one,  to  administer  in  a  greater  degree  to 
the  wants  of  men;  a  fact  that  opens  to  the  analytic  mind  a  new  souice 
of  evidence  to  determine  what  before  was  doubtful,  are  blessings  for 
a  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  contended  by  some  that  the  act  of  Congress 
organizing  the  Institution  contemplated  a  library  as  the  leading  and 
pai'amount  object  of  the  plan.  Sir,  I  do  not  so  understand  the  law. 
I  am  unable  to  find  anything  in  it  which  conflicts  with  the  will  of 
Smithson.  The  object  of  the  law  is  declared  to  be  to  carry  out  his 
wishes  as  expressed  in  the  will.  It  provides  a  general  outline  for  the 
execution  of  the  trust,  but  necessarily  leaves  much  to  the  judgment  of 
the  Regents,  who  are  intrasted  with  the  general  management  of  the 
Institution.  It  mentions  a  libraiy,  museum,  etc.,  as  objects  to  be 
regarded,  but  does  not  require  that  all  the  income  shall  be  applied  to 
the  objects  specially  mentioned  or  a  particular  amount  to  any  one  of 
them;  and  the  ninth  section  expressly  authorizes  the  Regents  to  make 
su'jh  disposition  of  the  income  not  required  to  carry  out  the  provi- 
sions specified  elsewhere  in  the  act  "as  they  shall  deem  best  suited  for 
the  promotion  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator,"  which  purpose  la 
declared  in  the  title  of  the  act  to  be  "to  establish  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  (not  libmry)  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men." 

The  law  does  not  specify  the  sum  that  shall  be  expended  upon  the 
museum  or  any  of  the  objects  mentioned.  No  amount  is  required  to 
be  annually  applied  to  a  library,  but  there  is  a  limitation  that  it  shall 
not  exceed  a  certain  sum.  It  may  be  less,  much  less,  but  in  no  event 
more.  Pains  seem  to  have  been  taken  to  secure  for  all  time  the  serv- 
ices of  gentlemen  of  talent  and  standing  upon  the  Board  of  Regents^ 
and  they  are  wisely  and  necessarily  intrusted  with  some  discretion  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  income  and  the  general  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Institution.  Take,  as  an  example,  the  item  of  books. 
They  are  an  article  of  trade,  and  their  prices  fluctuate  in  the  market 
as  other  articles  of  merchandise;  one  year  it  might  be  expedient  to 
make  large  purchases  and  another  less.  Who  is  to  determine?  Surdy 
the  Board  of  Regents  would  best  know  what  to  buy,  when,  and  in 
what  quantities,  and  the  law  very  properly  confers  upon  them  suoh 
discretion.  It  does  not  require  the  rapid  accumulation  of  a  library, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  expressly  provides,  in  the  eighth  section,  "for 
the  gradual  formation  of  a  library  composed  of  valuable  works;'*  and 
that,  sir,  is  exactly  what  I  understand  to  be  the  wish  and  design  of  it 
majority  of  the  present  board.    Why,  sir,  the  Institution  has  already, 
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by  purchase  and  through  the  medium  of  exchanges,  collected  14,000 
volumes  and  11,000  parts  of  volumes,  estimated  to  bo  worth  $40,000; 
and  if  any  Regent  or  officer  contemplates  the  abandonment  of  the 
gradual  formation  of  a  library  of  valuable  works,  as  prescribed  in  the 
act  of  Congress,  1  am  ignorant  of  the  fact,  and  believe  no  such  dispo- 
sition is  entertained. 

While  I  am  opposed  to  making  the  library  the  principal  and  controll- 
ing feature  of  the  Institution,  I  regard  it  as  one  of  the  important 
instruments  to  be  used  in  accomplishing  the  desired  end,  and  hold  that 
it  ought  neither  to  be  abandoned  nor  neglected.  This  was  my  opinion 
in  the  beginning.     It  is  my  decided  opinion  now. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  understand  that  even  the  distinguished  Secretary 
of  the  Institution,  Professor  Henry,  who  is  generally  supposed  to  be 
hostile  to  what  is  commonly  called  the  library  plan — especially  favored 
by  Mr.  Choate  and  Professor  Jewett — to  differ  essentially,  or  even 
materially,  from  my  position  upon  this  subject. 

Professor  Henry,  in  a  late  communication,  solemnly  assures  the 
board  that  so  long  as  the  present  law  of  Congress  remains  unchanged, 
and  until  other  means  can  be  afforded  for  their  support,  he  has  no  idea 
of  proposing  to  dispense  with  a  library,  museum,  or  gallery  of  art. 
He  expressly  says,  "A  library  such  as  the  Institution  may  collect  by 
its  exchanges  and  judicious  purchases,  and  a  museum  of  special  objects 
of  research,  though  not  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  on  the  active 
operations,  would  form  one  harmonious  system,  and  could  be  properh' 
supported  by  the  present  income." 

I  repeat,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  is  no  disposition  to  destroy  the 
plan  of  a  library  such  as  the  law  contemplates,  but  there  is  a  disposi- 
tion to  prevent  a  library  from  overtopping  and  destroying  other  meas- 
ures of  equal  or  greater  importance  to  the  success  of  the  Institution, 
and  this  is  the  whole  issue.  Sir,  I  am  sure  it  is  the  sincere  wish  of 
those  charged  with  the  management  of  this  Institution  to  conduct  its 
affairs  in  such  manner  as  will  further  the  interests  of  science  and  be 
productive  of  the  greatest  amount  of  good.  It  is  their  chief  desire  to 
carry  out  in  good  faith  the  design  of  the  noble  and  generous  Smith- 
son  and  the  act  of  Congress  made  in  furtherance  of  his  will.  Where 
that  law  is  clear  it  is  implicitly  followed;  where  doubts  exist,  that 
mode  of  action  is  adopted  ])est  calculated,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
llegents,  '"to  carry  out  the  design  of  the  liberal  and  enlightened 
donor,"  which  design,  in  the  clearest  language,  is  declared  to  te  ''the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  Is  it  at  all  likel}' 
that  such  a  high  trust  would  be  abused  by  a  Board  of  Regents  presided 
over  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  and  composed  of  such 
men  as  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Berrien,  Mr.  Hawley,  Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Doug- 
las, Mr.  Mason,  Professor  Bache,  General  Totten,  and  others  of  much 
less  name  but  of  equally  good  intentions? 
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It  may  be  that  the  operations  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  have 
not  attracted  the  public  eye,  or  made  a  favorable  impression  upon  the 
minds  of  the  popular  masses,  but  I  have  confidence  in  their  judgment 
and  believe  the  reverse  to  be  true.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  certain 
that  wherever  science  and  literature  are  cultivated  the  Institution  is 
becoming  favorably  known,  and  it  is  receiving  the  warmest  com- 
mendations of  gentlemen  of  the  highest  standing  and  most  exalted 
scholastic  attainments. 

I  might  adduce  much  evidence  to  sustain  this  assertion,  but  belieye 
the  following  will  be  considered  ample  and  conclusive.  The  first 
extract  I  shall  read  is  from  a  memorial  recently  presented  to  this 
House  from  the  American  Philosophical  Society.  "It  appears  to 
them,"  say  the  memorialists,  "that  the  Institution  has  been,  since  its 
establishment,  ever  honestly  and  wisely  administered,  and  the  funds 
expended  to  the  best  advantage  in  the  fulfillment  of  the  purposes  of 
the  trust.  Your  memorialists  believe  that  by  diverting  the  funds  of 
the  said  Institution  to  the  formation  of  a  public  library  its  power  of 
diffusing  knowledge  among  men  will  be  materially  diminished  and 
that  of  i  ncreasiug  knowledge  entirely  destroyed.  Our  country  abounds 
in  men  with  intellects  adequate  to  the  discovery  of  new  truths,  and 
with  tastes  and  education  which  fit  them  for  the  development  and 
beneficial  application  of  all  discoveries;  but  is,  on  the  other  hand, 
deficient  in  the  means  of  encouraging  such  men  to  devote  their  time 
and  energies  to  pursuits  and  of  publishing  their  results  to  the  world, 
and  on  this  account  much  useful  knowledge,  for  which  we  ought  to 
have  the  credit,  is  published  in  foreign  countries  and  inures  to  the 
honor  and  advantage  of  other  nations.  Your  memorialists,  therefoxei 
sincerely  believing  that  many  disinterested  men  throughout  our  coun- 
try, who  are  by  education  and  position  qualified  to  form  an  opinion 
as  to  what  Is  most  useful  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men,  concur  in  the  opinions  herein  expressed,  respectfully  adi: 
your  honorable  body  to  leave  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  its  prw- 
ent  efficient  constitution  and  administration,  and  to  refuse  any  legiall^ 
tion  tending  to  impair  its  usefulness,  by  converting  it  into  a  libraxy, 
or  otherwise." 

The  following  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  Felton,  the  distinguisbod 
professor  of  languages  at  Harvard  University,  will  show  the  estiana- 
tion  in  which  the  Institution  is  held  in  Europe: 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  June  SO,  1864^. 

My  Dear  Professor:  I  have  but  recently  returned  from  Europe,  and  I  nowdniia 
to  acknowledge  the  service  you  did  me  by  your  circular  letter  of  introduction  t6  tlM| 
libraries  of  the  European  establishments  which  are  in  correspondence  with  tfas 
Smithsonian  Institution.  Wherever  I  presented  it  I  was  received  with  great  Idnd 
ness  and  attention,  and  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  whatever  was  curiouSi  iatap* 
esting,  and  valuable  in  the  libraries  and  collections. 

It  gave  me  pleasure  to  notice  the  high  estimation  in  which  the  Smithsonian  Inatl- 
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tution  under  its  present  management  is  held  everywhere  in  Europe.  The  vohimes 
published  under  ita  auspices  have  done  the  highest  honor  to  American  science,  and 
are  considered  most  valuable  contributions  to  the  stock  of  knowledge  among  men. 
They  are  show^n  to  visitors  as  among  the  most  creditable  publications  of  the  age,  and 
as  highly  interesting  illustrations  of  the  progress  of  science  and  arts  in  the  United 
States;  and  the  eagerness  to  possess  them  is  very  great  among  the  savants  of  the  Old 
World.  They  were  shown  to  me  wherever  I  went,  and  the  commendations  bestowed 
on  the  civilization  of  America,  as  evinced  by  the  excellence  of  these  works,  both  in 
matter  and  form,  was  deeply  gratifying  to  me.  The  last  time  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  them  was  in  the  University  Library,  at  Athens.  The  librarian  pointed 
them  out  to  me  and  expressed  the  greatest  anxiety  to  complete  the  set,  one  or  two 
volumes  of  which  were  wanting.  I  have  a  memorandum  somewhere  which  I  will 
forward  to  you. 

I  promised  a  gentleman,  with  whom  I  became  acquainted  on  my  voyage  from  Eng- 
land, that  T  would  write  to  inquire  whether  it  is  possible  to  purchase  an  entire  set 
He  was  desirous  of  adding  them  to  his  librar>^  Will  you  oblige  me  by  answering 
this  question  at  your  convenience? 

C.  C.  Felton. 

Professor  Agassiz,  well  known  to  the  literary  and  scientific  world, 
has  recently  written  a  letter  upon  this  subject,  in  which  he  says: 

Every  scientific  man  in  the  country  has  been  watching,  with  intense  interest,  the 
proceedings  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  ever  since  its  foundation,  satisfied,  as  all 
must  be,  that  upon  its  prosperity  the  progress  of  science  in  America  depends  in  a 
very  great  measure. 

The  controversies  which  have  lately  been  carried  on  respecting  the  management 
of  the  Institution  have  increased  the  solicitude  of  its  friends  with  regard  to  its  future 
prospects  in  a  degree  which  can  hardly  be  realized  by  those  who  are  not  immediately 

connected  with  the  great  cause  of  science. 

******* 

The  votaries  of  science  may  differ  in  their  views  about  the  beet  means  of  advanc- 
ing science,  according  to  the  progress  they  have  themselves  made  in  its  prosecution; 
but  there  is  one  standard  of  appreciation  which  can  not  fail  to  guide  rightly  those 
who  would  form  a  candid  opinion  about  it^ — I  mean  the  life  of  those  who  have  most 
extensively  contributed  in  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  knowledge.  There  are  two 
individuals  who  may,  without  qualification,  be  considered  as  the  most  prominent 
scientific  men  of  the  nineteenth  century,  Cuvier  and  Humboldt.  By  what  means 
have  they  given  such  a  powerful  impulse  to  science?  How  have  they  succeeded,  not 
only  in  increasing  the  amount  of  knowledge  of  their  age,  but  also  in  founding  new 
branches  of  science?  It  is  by  their  own  publications  and  by  aiding  in  the  publica- 
tions of  others;  by  making  large  collections  of  specimens  and  other  scientific  appara- 
tus, and  not  by  the  accumulation  of  large  libraries.  Humboldt  never  owned  a  book, 
not  even  a  copy  of  his  own  works,  as  I  know  from  his  own  lips.  "He  was  too  poor," 
he  once  said  to  me,  "to  secure  a  copy  of  them,"  and  all  the  works  he  receives  con- 
stantly from  his  scientific  friends  and  admirers  are  distributed  by  him  to  needy  stu- 
dents. Again,  there  is  hardly  a  scientific  man  living  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  who 
is  not  indebted  to  him  for  some  recx)mmendation  in  the  proper  quarters  for  assistance 
in  the  publication  of  their  works.  I  mention  more  particularly  these  details  about 
Humboldt,  because  he  is  happily  still  among  the  living,  and  his  testimony  may  be 
asked  in  a  matter  of  such  deep  importance  to  the  real  progress  of  science.  But  the 
same  is  equally  true  of  the  part  Cuvier  took  in  his  day  in  promoting  science.  All 
his  efforts  were  constantly  turned  toward  increasing  the  collections  of  the  Jardin  des 
Plantes  and  supporting  the  publication  of  original  researches,  giving  himself  the 
example  of  the  most  untiring  activity  in  publishing  his  own.     In  this  connection  J 
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ought  not  to  omit  mentioning  a  circamstance  to  which  the  United  States  owe  the 
l^acy  of  Smithson,  which  I  happen  accidentally  to  know,  and  which  ia  much  to  ibe 
point  in  reference  to  the  controversy  concerning  the  management  of  the  Smithaonian 
Inetitution.  Smithson  had  already  made  his  will,  and  had  l(;ft  liia  fortone  totlw 
Royal  Society  of  London,  when  certain  scientific  papers  were  offered  to  that  leMmed 
body  for  publication.  Notwithstanding  his  efforts  to  have  them  published  in  their 
Transactions  they  were  refused,  upon  which  ho  changed  his  will  and  made  hii 
bequest  to  the  United  States.  It  would  be  easy  to  collect  in  London  more  miante 
information  upon  this  occurrence,  and  should  it  appear  desirable  I  think  I  can  pot 
the  committee  in  the  way  of  learning  all  the  circumstances.  Nothing  seema  to  indi- 
cate more  plunly  what  were  the  testator's  views  respecting  the  best  means  of  pro- 
moting science  than  this  fact. 

I  will  not  deny  the  great  importance  of  libraries;  and  no  ime  has  felt  more  keenly 
the  want  of  an  extensive  scientific  library  than  I  have  sineelhave  been  in  the  United 
States;  but,  after  all,  libraries  are  only  tools  of  a  secondary  value  to  those  who  «ra 
really  endowed  by  nature  with  the  power  of  making  original  rcaearches  and  thos 
increasing  knowle<^  among  men.  And  though  the  absence  or  deScienciea  of  libm- 
ries  isnowheresodeeplyfelt  as  in  America,  the  application  of  the  funds  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  to  the  formation  of  a  library  beyond  the  requirements  of  the  6aHj 
progress  of  science  would  only  be,  in  my  humble  opinion,  a  perversion  of  the  real 
object  of  the  trust,  inasmuch  as  it  would  tend  to  secure  facilities  only  lothecompm- 
tively  small  number  of  American  students  who  may  have  the  time  and  the  means  to 
visit  Washington  whenever  they  need  to  consult  a  librari'.  Such  an  applicattoi  of 
the  funds  would,  indeed,  lessen  the  ability  of  the  Institution  to  accomplish  its  gmt 
object,  which  is  declared  by  its  founder  to  be  to  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge  amoBB 
men,  to  the  full  extent  to  which  they  may  be  spent  unduly  to  increase  the  Ubni^. 
Moreover,  American  students  have  a  just  claim  ujion  their  own  country  for  such  load 
facilities  as  the  accumulation  of  books  affords. 

If  I  am  allowed  to  state,  in  conclusion,  my  personal  imprcwion  respecting  Um 
management  of  the  Institution  thus  far,  I  would  only  express  niy  concuirenco  wlUl 
the  plan  o(  active  operations  adopted  by  the  Regents,  which  has  ted  to  tbe  ptlhHr> 
tion  of  a  series  of  volumes  equal  in  scientific  value  to  any  productions  of  the  MUM 
kind  issued  by  learned  societies  anywhere.  The  distribution  of  the  BmithaoniiD 
contributions  to  knowledge  hasalready  carried  the  name  of  the  Institution  toallpvto 
of  the  civilized  world,  and  conveyed  with  them  such  evidence  of  tbe  inteltoctaid 
activity  of  America  as  challenges  everywhere  admiration;  a  result  which  conld  fandlj 
be  obtained  by  applying  a  large  part  of  the  resources  of  the  Institution  to  oUiar 
purposes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  with  the  following  letter  from  Prof,  Benjainiii  Poiroe 
1  shall  yield  the  floor,  satisfied  to  submit  the  question  wholhor  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  is  being  properly  managed  to  the  judgment 
of  Congress  and  the  scientific  world: 

Of  all  men  none  can  lie  more  sensible  of  the  value  of  the  great  ptoreliouw-s  ot  the 
wisdoiii  of  past  ages  than  they  who  are  obliged  to  resort  to  thetn  in  the  i level opmeot 
of  their  own  researches.  The  knowledge  which  hasalready  Ix'en  given  lo  the  world) 
and  which  is  accumulated  in  the  library,  stimulates  and  izivigoratcs  the  mind  for 
original  thought  and  supplies  important  materials  for  investigation,  ft  is  to  tll^ 
author  what  the  collection  of  models  in  the  Patent  Office  is  to  the  inventor;  bat, 
nevertheless,  tbe  increase  of  knowledge  depends  chiefly  u^ion  the  native  vi^r  q| 
intellect,  and  its  difiusion  is  performed  by  the  press.  To  the  strong  mind  the  cA- 
lections  ot  the  Vatican  are  a  golden  opportunity,  richer  thun  tlie  mi-K-nil  harveot 
of  California;  hut  not  richer  than  the  hills  and  streams,  which  abound  within  evMy 
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man's  sight;  not  richer  than  the  stone  beneath  our  feet,  on  which  is  written  the  history 
of  the  world;  than  the  leaf  of  the  forest,  on  which  is  inscribed  the  thought  of  its 
Creator;  or  than  the  cloud,  in  the  lightnings  of  which  the  laws  and  the  glory  of  God 
are  as  distinctly  revealed  to  the  faithful  of  the  present  generation  as  they  were  upon 
Mount  Sinai. 

The  valuable  contributions  to  knowledge  which  have  already  been  made  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  are  a  living  proof  that  vast  libraries  are  not  necessary  to  the 
development  of  new  thoughts.  If  you  will  compare  these  memoirs  with  the  scientific 
pro<luction8  of  the  same  period  in  Europe  you  may  find  them,  perchance,  inferior  in 
erudition,  but  not  in  profoimdness  and  originality  of  thought.  Bo  you  believe  that 
Smithson,  who  was  himself  engaged  in  chemical  investigations,  could  have  intended 
a  library  by  his  words  ''an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men?'*  If  you  will  examine  his  nine  memoirs  to  the  Royal  Society,  of  which 
he  was  an  active  member,  and  his  eighteen  other  contributions  to  science,  you  will 
not  find  one  of  them  which  required  a  library  for  its  production.  Each  was  the 
natural  growth  of  a  deeply  thinking  mind.  Smithson  was  emphatically  a  maker,  and 
not  a  collector  of  books;  and  in  the  scientific  circle  to  which  he  belonged  the  ordinary 
use  of  language  would  have  totally  precluded  the  interpretation  which  some  men  of 
quite  a  different  cast  of  mind  have  presumed  to  impose  upon  his  words.  Expand  his 
largeness  of  expression  to  its  utmost  extent,  include  in  it  all  that  a  generous  mind 
like  his  own  would  desire  it  to  embrace;  but  let  it  not  be  cramped  and  twisted  out  of 
shai>e,  and  so  forced  from  its  original  design  that  it  shall  wholly  fail  to  accomplish 
the  object  of  the  mimificent  testator. 

Most  earnestly,  then,  in  the  name  of  science,  and  especially  of  American  science, 
do  I  protest  against  such  a  gross  perversion  of  this  important  trust.  I  assure  you,  sir, 
that  the  great  body  of  scientific  men  throughout  the  country  warmly  approve  Professor 
Henry's  plan  of  conducting  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  regard  it  as  a  faithful 
exponent  of  the  almost  undivided  opinion  of  scientific  and  learned  men  as  to  the 
proper  execution  of  Smithson' s  will  and  of  the  law  of  Congress. 

March  3,  1855— House. 

Mr.  C.  W.  IJpHAitf.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  for  leave,  in  this  connection,  to  submit  a  report 
and  accompanying  papers  from  the  select  committee  raised  to  investi- 
gate the  management  and  condition  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.^ 
There  was  no  objection,  and  the  report  was  received. 
Mr.  Upham.  a  minority  report  will  be  submitted;  and  I  move 
that  both  reports  be  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Agreed  to. 

Report  made  by  Mr.  Charles  W.  Upham,  of  Massachusetts. 
The  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  whom  were 
referred  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  Rufus  Choate  resigning  his  place  as 
a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  with  instructions  to  inquire 
and  report  to  the  House  whether  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has 
been  managed  and  its  funds  expended  in  accordance  with  the  law 
establishing  the  Institution  and  whether  any  additional  legislation 
be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  designs  of  the  founder;  the  memorial 

*  Mr.  C.  W.  Upham  only  signed  this  report.  Mr.  W.  H.  Witte  and  Mr.  N.  G. 
Taylor  submitted  another  report,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Puryear  and  Mr.  Daniel  Wells 
declined  to  sign  either. 
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of  Lorin  Blodget  for  a  remedy  against  the  Smithsonian  Institation 
for  labor  and  researches  in  physical  science,  made  for  the  benefit  of 
said  Institution,  and  the  petition  of  John  Grable  and  sundry  others, 
citizens  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  praying  for  the  publication  of  a 
monthly  periodical  exhibiting  the  progress  of  knowledge  and  of 
society,  and  to  be  distributed  by  said  Institution  among  the  people, 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  short  time  allowed  for  investigating  the  matters  referred  to  the 
committee,  and  the  pressure  of  other  duties  during  the  few  crowded  last 
weeks  of  the  session,  render  anything  like  a  full  and  thoroughly  satis- 
factory report  impossible.  The  transactions  to  which  their  attention 
has  been  called  are  so  complicated  in  their  nature  and  extensive  in 
their  details  that  it  was  soon  found  entirely  out  of  the  question  to 
attempt  to  examine  them  with  sufficient  fulness  and  minuteness  to  be 
qualified  or  justified  in  pronouncing  or  even  forming  a  decisive  judg- 
ment on  the  merits  of  the  questions  involved.  The  evidence  taken 
and  submitted  will  guide  the  members  of  the  House  to  so  much  of  a 
conclusion  on  the  seveml  points  and  issues  as  the  committee  haye 
been  able  to  reach. 

So  far  as  the  case  of  Mr.  Lorin  Blodget  is  concerned,  the  committee 
would  observe  that  he  does  not  claim  to  have  made  any  explicit  ocm- 
ti'act,  in  writing  or  in  conversation,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Boatd  of 
Regents;  that  the  compensation  he  received  appears  to  have  been  aH 
that  was  ever  expressly  or  distinctly  agreed  upon;  and  that  as  it 
respects  the  value  of  his  labors  above  the  compensation  he  received^ 
or  the  degree  to  which  he  acquired  any  separate,  private,  scientifio  or 
literary  property  in  any  papers  or  documents  prepared  by  him  wllila 
in  the  Institution,  they  have  been  wholly  unable  to  derive  any  definite 
ideas  from  his  statepients.  In  reference  to  his  assertion  that  certain 
equitable  or  legal  rights  are  withheld  from  him,  the  committee  oail 
only  say  that,  although  the  hearing  afforded  him  occupied  a  laxge 
portion  of  their  time,  he  failed  to  make  his  own  view  of  the  poimi^ 
clearly  intelligible,  and  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  them  at  thin 
period  of  the  session  to  enter  into  such  an  examination  of  the  Yiifc. 
amount  of  documents,  resulting  more  or  less  from  his  labors,  as  woul4 
be  necessary  in  order  to  begin  to  form  an  opinion.  An  impartial, 
arbitration  by  scientific  persons  would,  if  the  conmiittee  may  iMQf 
allowed  to  offer  a  suggestion  to  the  Board  of  Begents,  probably  ba, 
the  best  way  to  deteimine  whether  there  is  any  foundation  for  theOMI-^ 
plaints  he  makes,  or  for  the  claim  of  rights  which  ho  imagines  himseif' 
to  possess.  The  committee  feel  it  due  to  candor  to  say  that  they  haviii^ 
not  been  able  to  appreciate  any  clear  ground  for  his  claims,  but  dw 
also  to  justice  to  say  that  ho  is  unfortunate  in  not  having  a  facility  is. 
rendering  easily  intelligible  the  ideas  which  he  very  earnestly,  and  wi 
doubt  very  honestly,  entertains  on  the  subject.     Indeed,  a  }>ersonal| 
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laborioas,  and  patient  examination,  by  direct  inspection,  of  the  records, 
tables,  maps,  and  other  papers  or  docmnents,  in  which  he  avers  that  he 
has  rights  that  are  withheld,  and  claims  for  compensation  beyond  what 
he  acknowledges  to  have  received,  will  be  found  absolutely  indispensable 
to  enable  anyone  to  understand  precisely  what  he  means,  or  to  deter- 
mine whether  there  is  any  foundation  for  his  claims,  either  of  author- 
ship or  for  compensation.  The  committee  would  have  been  willing  to 
encounter  the  task;  but  the  want  of  time  absolutely  forbids  the  attempt, 
and,  after  all,  it  would,  perhaps,  have  been  useful  scarcely  for  any 
other  purpose  than  to  satisfy  their  own  n^inds.  They  could  not 
advise,  in  any  event,  the  action  of  Congress  upon  the  subject,  as  the 
whole  transaction,  according  to  Mr.  Blodget's  own  account,  was,  from 
first  to  last,  placed  and  kept  by  him  in  the  discretion  and  decision  of 
the  Board  of  Regents. 

In  discharging  the  main  part  of  their  duty,  relating  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Institution,  whether  it  has  been  in  accordance  with  the 
law,  and  to  the  question  whether  any  further  legislation  is  necessary, 
the  committee  will,  in  the  first  place,  present  such  a  history  of  the 
whole  matter  as  will,  in  conjunction  with  the  evidence  presented  in 
the  appendix  to  this  report,  enable  every  member  of  the  House  to  form 
a  judgment  on  the  subject. 

[The  committee  then  reproduce  the  will  of  James  Smithson  and  the 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the 
bequest,  and  pledging  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  use  the  funds 
as  directed  in  the  will  of  the  testator,  and  proceed:] 

It  will  be  perceived  that  in  the  foregoing  act  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  pledged  itself  that  "any  and  all  sums  of  money  and 
other  funds  which  shall  be  receiv^ed  for  or  on  account  of  the  said  legacy 
shall  be  applied  in  such  manner  as  Congress  may  hereafter  direct,"  etc. 
It  is  presumed  that  it  is  our  duty  to  consider,  not  whether  the  funds 
have  been  applied  to  such  objects  and  in  such  way  as  Congress  ought 
to  have  directed,  in  the  opinion  of  any  individuals,  but  to  such  objects 
and  in  such  a  way  as  Congress,  in  fulfillment  of  the  foregoing  pledge, 
has  directed.  The  next  step,  therefore,  is  to  ascertain  what  was  the 
determination  of  Congress  on  the  subject. 

Great  caution  and  deliberation  were  exercised  in  determining  the 
matter.  The  countrv  felt  that  it  was  a  solemn  and  momentous  trust. 
The  gratitude,  pride,  honor,  and  wisdom  of  the  nation  were  involved; 
not  only  the  then  present  generation,  but  future  ages  were  interested. 
The  field  to  be  surveyed  was  the  whole  country,  and  the  whole  world 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  country.  It  was  obvious  that  the  nature  of 
our  institutions  presented  some  peculiar  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
executing  the  trust.  If  the  testator  had  understood,  as  indeed  but  few 
foreigners  ever  have  done,  those  difficulties,  he  might,  perhaps,  have 
made  some  arrangement  to  avoid  them.     It  is  clearly  not  within  the 
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sphere  allotted  to  this  Federal  Goveriiinent  to  enter  the  tields  of  science 
and  literature.  In  point  of  fact,  the  action  of  Congress  in  accepting 
the  bequest,  and  agreeing  to  carry  it  into  execution,  was  justified  at 
the  time  on  the  ground  of  its  peculiar  and  complete  jurisdiction  over 
the  District  of  Columbia.  More  than  ten  years  were  consumed  in 
discussions,  debates,  and  conflicting  views  and  schemes,  in  and  out  of 
Congress. 

A  few  of  the  prominent  facts  illustrating  this  stage  of  the  case  will 
be  cited.  On  the  19th  of  July,  1838,  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  addressed  letters  to  a  num- 
ber of  the  distinguished  men  of  the  country  thought  to  be  best  quali 
fied  to  advise  on  the  subject.  Answers  were  received  from  John 
Quincy  Adams;  Francis  Way  land,  D.  D.,  president  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity; Dr.  Thomas  Cooper,  of  Columbia,  S.  C;  Hon.  Richard  Rush, 
and  President  Chapin.  The  diversity  of  views  which  must  ever  be 
expected  in  reference  to  such  a  subject  was  revealed  in  all  its  extent| 
at  the  very  outset.  Mr.  Adams  recommended  an  observatory;  Presi- 
dent Wayland  a  higher  university;  Dr.  Cooper  a  university,  and  to 
escape  constitutional  objections,  to  transfer  the  fund. to  the  corpora- 
tion of  Georgetown;  Mr.  Rush  recommended  a  more  complicated  sys- 
tem, for  the  collection  from  all  countries,  through  ministers,  consuls, 
and  naval  and  military  ofl5cei*s,  of  seeds  and  plants,  objects  of  natural 
history  and  antiquities;  a  standing  board  of  the  chief  officers  of  the 
Government;  the  institution  to  hav^e  a  printing  press;  the  board  to 
determine  what  should  be  printed;  the  democratic  principle,  as  derel- 
oped  in  our  institutions,  to  be  particularly  discussed;  lecturers  to  be 
appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate,  with  salaries  large  enough  to 
command  the  highest  talent;  a  certain  number  of  young  men  from 
each  State  to  attend  the  lectures,  their  expenses  being  paid  by  the 
Institution,  etc.  President  Chapin  was  in  favor  of  professorships 
being  established  on  a  liberal  scale;  a  library,  apparatus,  and  an  astro- 
nomical obseiTatoiy. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  1838,  a  memorial  was  presented  to  Con* 
gress  recommending  an  agricultural  institution  with  a  large  farm, 
beet-sugar  manufactory,  mill,  workshops,  etc.  As  propositions  mnir 
tiplied,  the  difficulties  in  the  way  became,  at  each  step,  and  in  view  d 
every  scheme,  more  and  more  apparent. 

In  January,  1839,  Congress  began  to  grapple  with  the  subject.  The 
university  plan  was  defeated  in  the  Senate  on  the  25th  of  Fehruaryj 
1839.  Congress  provided  for  an  observatory  out  of  its  own  funds,  and 
that  matter  was  disposed  of  and  taken  out  of  the  question.  An  Instl-^ 
tution  like  the  Garden  of  Plants  at  Paris  was  strongly  urged  in  the 
Senate,  but  the  proposition  did  not  prevail.  In  1845,  Mr.  Choatepro 
posed  in  the  Senate  the  library  plan,  and  it  passed  that  body  on  the  SSdl 
of  January.     In  the  House,  several  members  offered  different  propo 
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sitioiLS.  One  proposing  a  normal  school  was  rejected — yeas  72,  nays 
42;  one  proposing  lectures  and  professors  was  rejected — 77  to  42. 
The  plan  of  lectures,  as  a  leading  feature,  was  rejected  by  similar  strong 
votes  on  several  occasions. 

Various  bills  were  reported,  substitutes  offered  in  both  Houses,  and 
sundry  amendments  made,  until  in  August,  1846,  a  bill  as  passed  by 
the  House  was  passed  by  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  became 
the  law  on  which  the  Institution  has  existed  to  the  present  date.  [The 
committee  then  quote  the  act  approved  August  10, 1846,  and  proceed:] 

The  foregoing  act  of  Congress  is  "the  law  establishing  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution."  It  is  the  directory  which  the  Regents  are  bound 
to  follow  in  administering  its  affaire  and  applying  its  funds.  An  idea 
seems  to  have  crept  into  the  discussions  that  are  prevalent  on  this 
subject  that  the  will  requires  one  thing  and  the  law  another.  There 
can  be  no  ground  for  this  distinction,  as  a  few  words  will  show. 

The  will  declares  a  certain  object,  namely,  "for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  In  accepting  the  bequest  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  pledged  its  faith  that  the  funds 
should  be  "applied  as  Congress  may  hereafter  direct,  to  the  purpose 
of  founding  and  endowing  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men." 

The  act  establishing  the  Institution  also  inserts  into  its  title  and  into 
its  body  the  words  of  the  will,  so  that  whatever  the  will  requires  the 
act  ordains,  and  there  can  be  no  conflict  between  them.  No  one  can 
question  the  obligation  of  those  who  administer  the  Institution,  under 
the  act,  to  assume  that  its  requirements  are  in  accordance  with  the 
will  and  to  carry  them  out  in  good  faith  and  good  earnest.  So  far  as 
the  act  leaves  the  officers  who  exist  by  its  authority  to  their  discretion, 
that  discretion  is  to  be  guided  by  their  sense  of  the  import  and  design 
of  the  language  of  the  will.  All  in  the  will  that  relates  to  the  subject 
is  incoi^porated  into  the  act.  We  have  occasion,  therefore,  to  look 
only  at  the  act  in  ascertaining  the  duty  of  those  who  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  Institution,  and  there  can  be  no  ground  for  a  controversy 
in  reference  to  the  meaning  of  the  will  as  against  the  act,  or  vice  versa. 

The  will  and  the  two  acts  of  Congress  that  have  been  spread  out  on 
the  foregoing  pages  in  full  interpret  themselves  to  the  common  sense 
and  adequate  apprehension  of  every  reader.  It  is  only  necessary  to 
regard  the  words  as  used  in  their  ordinary  sense,  to  avoid  a  mental 
interpolation  of  language  not  in  the  text,  and  to  allow  its  natural  mean 
ing  to  flow  out  from  all  the  language  used  in  the  instrument.  In  this 
spirit  of  fair  and  unstrained  interpretation  we  propose  to  consider  for 
a  moment  the  language  of  the  act  establishing  the  Smithsonian  Insti 
tution,  of  which  different  and  conflicting  interpretations  are  advocated. 

The  word  "increase"  is  held  by  some  of  the  zealous  combatants  in 
H.  Doc.  732 36 
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the  Smithsonian  controversy  to  be  identicjil  with  ""'discover v."  The 
idea  seems  to  be  that  knowledge  can  only  be  increased  by  the  discovery 
of  new  truth.  This  is  an  ar])itrary  and  untenable*  position.  A  mind 
experiences  an  increase  of  knowledge  if  it  knows  mon*  than  it  did 
before,  although  all  the  ideas  it  has  re(M»ived  may  be  in  the  connuonest 
text-]x)oks.  There  has  l>een  an  increiu«e  of  knowledge  in  the  school, 
in  the  congregation,  in  the  lecture  room,  if  ideas  not  t)efore  known  to 
them  have  Iwen  received  into  the  minds  of  tln»  ln»arers:  even,  indeed, 
it  njatters  not  if  those  ideas  have  been  recorded  for  thousands  of  vears 
in  languages,  classical  or  sacred,  that  have  ])een  dead  long  ago.  Knowl- 
edge has  }>een  increased  if  one  mind  has  received  more,  whether  it  be 

;  new  or  old  truth.  The  language  of  Smithson  is  perfectly  simple,  and 
in  its  natunil  sense  covers  the  whole  ground — it  includes,  but  docs  not 

,  require,  new  truth.  Truth  discovered  a  thousand  years  ago  is  as  good 
as  truth  discovered  yesterday.  Knowledge  embraces  it  all  alike,  and 
Smithson's  object  was  to  carry  knowledge  where  it  was  not  before, 
and  to  increase  it  where  it  was;  to  spread  it  over  a  wider  area  and  to 
a  greater  depth. 

In  like  manner  a  ])artieular  meaning  has  ]>een  crowded  upon  the 
word  '*  knowledge" — not  its  oixlinary  meaning  in  common  usage,  but 
a  narrow,  technical,  and  special  meaning.  This  has  been  done  by  con- 
founding it  with  "science."'  It  is  true  that,  in  their  primitive  origin, 
or  roots,  in  the  languages  from  which  they  are  derived,  these  words 
may  be  identical  in  their  meaning,  but  not  so  as  actually  used  in  com- 
mon conversation  and  familiar  and  general  literature.  *'  Knowledge" 
is  all-comprehensive  -  em}>racing  science,  ait,  litei'ature,  politics,  busi- 
ness, the  whole  world  of  nature  and  culture,  the  entire  realm  of  facts 
and  reality,  all  ages  and  all  that  they  have  contained.  *' Science''  is 
almost  universally  employed  to  denote  those  bnuiches  of  knowledge 
which  are  systematized  into  a  distinct  organization  or  arrangement, 
based  upon  definite  principles,  and  reduced  to  particular  rules.  In 
the  prognvss  of  knowledge  new  sciences  are  added  to  the  list,  and  in 
the  establishment  of  new  classifications  the  boundarv  lines  are  altered. 
There  is  a  vast  amount  of  knowledge  not  included  in  any  science.  Fur- 
ther, the  word  science  is  sometimes  used  to  embrace  only  a  p«irt  of 
what,  in  a  broader  sense,  is  included  in  the  sciences.  It  is  getting  to 
become  (juite  generally  used  to  denote  what  are  called  the  physical 
sciences,  excluding  political,  moral,  and  intellectual  sei(»ncc*-  -i»xcluding 
history,  the  arts,  and  all  general  literature.  Surely,  it  can  not  be 
maintained  that  ''knowledge''  was  used  by  Smithson  as  merelj'  iden- 
tical with  ••"M^ience"  in  this  last-mentioned  and  most  limited  sense. 

The*  words  ^* among  men"  were  used  merely  to  corroborate  the  idea 
expressed  by  the  wortl  "diffusion."  They  do  not  necessarily  imply 
that  the  Institution  should  confine  itself  to  world-wide  operations. 
The  word  is  not,  as  some  seem  to  suppose,  *' mankind,"  but  "'men;" 
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and  he  diffuses  knowledge  '^ among  men''  as  truly  and  in  as  full  a 
sense  when  he  enlightens  the  minds  of  his  neighbors  as  of  persons  at 
the  farthest  pole.  He  best  fulfills  the  idea  of  Smithson  who  increases 
human  intelligence  whenever  and  wherever  he  has  an  opportunity,  in 
every  circle  of  influence,  however  near  or  however  remote. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  ac*t  establishing  the  Institution  has  given 
oc<5asion  to  a  difference  of  interpretation  that  has  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  committee.  The  section  relates  to  the  duties  and  powers 
of  the  Secretary,  and  goes  on  to  say  that  'Hhe  said  Secretary  shall  also 
discharge  the  duties  of  librarian  and  keeper  of  the  museum,  and  may, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  employ  assistants;  and  the 
said  officers  shall  receive  for  their  services  such  sums  as  may  be  allowed 
by  the  Board  of  Regents,  to  be  paid  semiannually,  on  the  first  days  of 
January  and  July;  and  the  said  officers  shall  be  removable  by  the 
Board  of  Regents  whenever,  in  their  judgment,  the  interests  of  the 
Institution  require  any  of  the  said  officers  to  be  changed." 

The  committee  can  not  but  think  it  strange  that,  in  the  face  of  this 
express  language,  it  has  been  made  a  question  where  the  power  of 
removal  is  lodged.  '"Said  officers  shall  l)e  removable  by  the  Board  of 
Regents."  Can  anything  be  plainer?  In  defense  of  the  idea  that  the 
Secretary  can  remove  his  assistants,  a  practice  is  cited  in  certain  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  where  the  power  of  removal  is  exercised  by 
intermediate  officials.  But  there  is  no  analogy,  inasmuch  as  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  is  silent  in  reference  to  the  removal  of 
such  officers.  But  the  constitution  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is 
not  silent,  but  expressly  defines  in  whom  the  power  to  remove  the 
assistants  of  the  Secretary  resides — namely,  in  the  Board  of  Regents. 
They  have  no  more  right  to  delegate  or  pass  over  to  another  that 
power  than  they  have  to  transfer  any  of  their  other  functions. 

The  concluding  sentence  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  is  as 
follows: 

And  the  said  Regents  ehall  make,  from  the  mterest  of  said  fund,  an  appropriation 
not  exceeding  an  average  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  annually  for  the  gradual 
formation  of  a  library  comjxysed  of  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all  departments  of 
human  knowledge. 

The  expression  '*  not  exceeding"  is  in  constant  use  in  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress  and  in  all  legislation  everywhere  in  which  appro- 
priations are  made,  and  it  will  not  be  disputed  that  in  all  instances  the 
expectation  and  general  undei*standing  of  the  legislature  is  that  about 
the  amount  thus  specified  will  be  expended.  The  word  ''  average  "  can 
only  be  considered  as  indicating  the  expectation  of  the  legislature  that 
the  sum  expended  in  some  years  might  exceed  $25,000.  The  word  was 
used  in  order  to  give  the  managers  authority,  in  case  a  sum  less  than 
$25,000  were  exp<?nded  one  year,  to  expend  just  so  much  more  the 
next,  and  vice  versa.     No  doubt,  we  think,  can  be  entertained  that 
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the  f  ramers  and  enactors  of  the  law  expected  that  about  $200,000 
would  be  expended  ''  for  the  gradual  formation  of  a  library  composed 
of  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all  departments  of  human  knowledge^ 
in  eight  years.  If  the  law  does  not  contemplate  that  the  annual 
expenditure  for  the  formation  of  a  library  shall  be  something  like 
$25,000,  any  other  figures  might  as  well  have  been  used.  If  the 
administrators  of  the  law  are  at  liberty  to  spend  as  little  as  they  please 
for  a  library,  in  the  face  of  the  sum  thus  indicated  in  the  law,  they 
would  have  been  equally  at  liberty  whatever  sum  might  have  been 
named,  whether  $30,000  or  $40,000.  In  other  words,  if  the  clause  of 
the  act  under  consideration  can  be  construed  as  justifying  an  annual 
average  expenditure  for  the  gradual  formation  of  a  library  of  less  than 
$2,000,  any  intermediate  sum  between  that  and  the  entire  income  of  the 
fund  would  have  been  of  equal  authority  and  significance  as  indicating 
the  intention  of  the  legislature,  whichever  of  the  said  intermediate 
sums  might  have  been  inserted  in  the  act;  that  is  to  say,  those  who  main* 
tain  that  the  language  and  design  of  the  act  are  carried  out  by  expend- 
ing less  than  $2,000  annually  for  books  assume  and  assert  that  it 
would  not  have  altered  the  sense  of  the  act  had  $2,000  or  $10,000  op 
$40,000  been  the  sum  actually  named  in  it,  instead  of  $25,000. 
The  ninth  section  of  the  act  is  as  follows: 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  of  any  other  moneys  which  have  accrued,  or  shall 
hereafter  accrue,  as  interest  upon  the  said  Smithsonian  fund,  not  herein  appitipiri- 
ated,  or  not  required  for  the  purposes  herein  provided,  the  said  managers  are  hereby 
authorized  to  make  such  disposal  as  they  shall  deem  best  suited  for  the  promotion 
of  the  purpose  of  the  testator,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

The  discretion  allowed  to  the  managers  in  the  latter  part  of  this 
section  must  be  considered  as  limited  in  some  sense  by  the  wovd 
''other,"  applied  to  "moneys,"  and  more  definitely  and  more  abao- 
lutely  by  the  clauses  "not  herein  appropriated"  and  "not  required 
for  the  purposes  herein  provided." 

The  meaning  of  the  ninth  section  seems  to  us  to  be  simply  this — tliat 
if,  after  all  has  been  done  required  by  the  foregoing  provisions  of  tha 
act — that  is,  for  the  maintenance  and  presei^vation  of  a  geological  and 
mineralogical  cabinet,  a  laboratory,  library,  gallery  of  art,  leotore 
room,  lectures,  the  purchase  of  books  on  the  scale  indicated  in  the 
eighth  section,  and  the  discharge  of  all  current  obligations — an  unezr 
pended  balance  of  the  annual  income  remains,  the  managers  may  da 
with  it  just  what  they  please;  may  expend  it  upon  books  if  they  likei 
even  although  the  expenditures  for  that  object  may  have  already 
reached  the  assigned  limit,  or  upon  any  objects  not  named  or  alluded 
to  in  the  act,  if,  in  their  judgment,  "suited  for  the  promotion  of  tb^i 
purpose  of  the  testator." 

The  committee  arc  wholly  unwilling  to  enter  at  all  into  the  discos 
sion  of  the    private  grievances  or  personal  controversies  or  official 
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misunderstandings  which  were  brought  before  them  in  the  course  of 
the  investigation.  They  regard  the  evidence  that  was  educed  on 
these  matters  as  important  only  because  it  illustrates  the  difficulties 
encountered  in  administering  an  institution  of  this  sort  upon  the  plan 
that  has  been  attempted.  They  are  particularly  desirous  to  have  it 
understood  that  they  attach  no  blame  to  any  person  in  any  quarter; 
the  evils  are  the  result  of  the  system.  At  the  same  time  they  do  not 
cast  blame  or  censure  of  any  sort  upon  those  who  suggested,  and  have 
labored  to  carry  out,  that  system.  The  design  was  in  itself  com- 
mendable and  elevated.  It  has  unquestionably  been  pursued  with 
zeal,  sincerity,  integrity,  and  high  motives  and  aims,  but  it  is,  we 
think,  necessarily  surrounded  with  very  great  difficulties. 

There  is  nothing  in  our  constitutional  system  that  authorizes  this 
Government  to  enter  the  sphere  of  literature  and  science.  Education 
is  left  to  the  States.  This  Government  can  not,  without  violating  the 
principles  on  which  it  rests,  become,  directly  or  indirectly,  through  its 
official  agents  or  in  the  expenditure  of  funds,  a  censor  of  any  depart- 
ment of  the  press,  an  arbiter  of  science,  or  a  publisher  of  works  of 
mere  literature  or  philosophy  any  more  than  of  morals  or  theology. 

No  amount  of  money  that  could  possibly  be  raised  would  enable 
this  Government  to  perform  these  functions  with  a  just,  equal,  and 
liberal  hand  for  the  benefit  of  all  departments  of  knowledge.  Of 
course  it  has  no  right  to  make  discriminations;  not  only  natural  his- 
tory and  physical  science,  but  every  branch  of  learning  and  inquiry 
has  a  right  to  demand  patronage,  if  it  is  extended  to  any.  Whatever 
project  in  this  line  may  be  attempted  will  be  found  surrounded  with 
insuperable  embarrassments.  If,  for  instance,  the  funds  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  should  be  appropriated  in  the  manner  proposed  in 
the  petition  from  citizens  of  Missouri,  referred  to  this  committee,  for 
the  preparation  and  distribution  of  a  monthly  report  of  the  geneml 
progress  of  knowledge,  who  shall  write  those  reports?  To  what 
school  of  philosophy  or  medicine  or  politics  shall  he  belong?  Shall 
he  confine  himself,  as  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has  for  the  most 
part  very  wisely  done,  to  particular  provinces  of  natural  science,  to 
reptiles,  defunct  species  of  animals,  mathematical  and  astronomical 
computations  and  researches,  to  aboriginal  antiquities  and  the  glos- 
saries of  vanishing  tribes  of  Indians,  or  shall  he  rise  above  dead  and 
brute  nature  and  treat  the  subject  of  man,  of  civil  society,  of  govern- 
ment, of  politics,  and  religion?  If  he  confines  himself  to  the  former, 
not  one  in  ten  thousand  of  the  people  will  be  interested  or  satisfied;  if 
he  attempts  the  latter  he  is  on  forbidden  ground  and  can  not  escape 
being  torn  to  pieces  by  parties,  sects,  and  sections. 

Moving  in  the  most  cautious  manner,  acting  within  the  most  limited 
sphere,  grudges  are  multiplied,  jealousies  engendered,  resentments 
kindled,  and  complaints  encountered  in  all  directions.  Authors  whose 
pieces  are  rejected  will  be  likely,  in  the  course  of  time,  to  outnumber 
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those  who  are  admitted  to  the  favored  circle;  one  man  has  the  grati- 
tication  of  seeing  his  works  printed  at  the  public  charge  in  a  splendid 
j^tyle  and  circulated,  without  trouble  or  expense  on  his  part,  to  all  the 
learned  societies  and  persons  of  Christendom,  and  of  feeling  that  a 
world-wide  reputation  is  secured  to  him;  but  others,  whose  treatises 
have  been  condemned  by  a  secret  tribunal  and  returned  with  the 
stigma  of  rejection,  are  brooding  in  sullen,  or  breaking  out  in  yehe* 
ment,  resentment  and  indignation. 

Men  of  genius  are  sensitive — scientific  authors  and  discoverers  par- 
ticularly so.  To  attain  to  great  excellence  in  any  department  it  must  be 
studied  and  prosecuted  with  exclusive  and  all-absorbing  zeal.  There 
is  a  divinity  in  truth,  and  whoever  attains  an}'  portion  of  it  is  prone  to 
worship  it  with  a  concentrated  devotion,  and  to  cherish  it  as  more 
precious  than  all  things  else.  However  minute  the  objects,  or  narrow 
the  provinces,  or  apparently  useless  the  results  of  the  researches  of  the 
man  of  science,  he  is  wholly  wrapt  up  in  them,  and  feels,  to  his  very 
heart's  core,  that  nothing  transcends  them  in  importance.  This  makes 
him  sensitive  to  reputation,  tenacious  of  rights,  and  morbidly  alive  to 
any  encroachment  upon  his  labors  or  attainments.  No  oflSce  is  more 
thankless  than  to  attempt  to  arbitrate  the  differences  of  men  of  sci- 
ence— no  offense  more  keenly  resented  than  to  discredit  their  claims  or 
slight  their  productions.  It  is  a  curious  circumstance,  and  most 
.instructive  in  this  connection,  strikingly  illustrating  the  fact  we  are 
presenting,  that  James  Smithson,  who  was  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Sod* 
ety,  had  made  a  will,  leaving  his  whole  fortune  to  that  institatioii, 
which  had  honored  many  of  his  productions  by  publishing  them  in  its 
Transactions.  At  length,  certain  papers  offered  to  them  for  publioa* 
tion  were  refused.  Under  the  sting  of  resentment  and  wounded  pride, 
he  changed  his  will,  and  left  his  fortune  to  the  United  States  of  America* 
In  this  way  a  harvest  of  dissatisfaction  and  animosities  is  constantly 
maturing.  Patronage  in  politics  is  the  fatal  bane  of  parties.  In  litem* 
ature  and  science  it  works  disastrously,  in  all  directions — upon  him 
who  dispenses,  upon  those  who  receive,  and  upon  all  from  whom  it  is 
withheld. 

The  organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  as  follows: 

The  "Establishment,"  by  the  name  of  the  ** Smithsonian  Institution." 

Franklin  Pierce,  President  of  the  United  States. 

,  Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

William  L.  Marcy,  Secretary  of  State. 

Jambs  Guthrie,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Jefferson  Davis,  Secretary  of  War. 

James  C.  Dobbin,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

James  Campbell,  Postmaster-General. 

Caleb  Cushing,  Attomey-Gtjneral. 

Roger  B.  Taney,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States. 

Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents. 

John  T.  Towers,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington. 
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honorary  members. 
Robert  Hare,  Washington  Irving,  Benjamin  Silliman,  Parker  Clbavbland. 

BOARD  OP  regents. 

,  Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 


Roger  B.  Taney,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States. 
John  T.  Tower8,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington. 
James  A.  Pearce,  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
James  M.  Mason,  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Stephen  A.  DorGL.v»,  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
William  H.  English,  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
David  Stuart,  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Jamb4  Mbach am,. member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

,  citizen  of  Massachusetts. 

Gideon  Hawlev,  citizen  of  New  York. 

J.  Macpherson  Berrien,  citizen  of  Georgia. 

Richard  Rush,  citizen  of  Pennsylvania. 

Alexander  D.  Bache,  member  of  the  National  Institute,  Washington. 

Joseph  G.  Totten,  member  of  the  National  Institute,  Washington. 

The  active  government  of  the  Institution  i«  in  the  hands  of  the  fol- 
lowing oflScers  and  committees: 

Franklin  Pierce,  ex-officio  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Institution. 
Roger  B.  Ta.vey,  Chancellor  of  the  Institution. 
Joseph  Henry,  Secretary  of  the  Institution. 

,  Assistant  Secretary,  in  chai^ge  of  Library. 

Spencer  F.  Baird,  Assistant  Secretary,  in  charge  of  the  Museum. 

Alexander  D.  Bache, 

James  A.  Pearce,  \  Executive  Committee. 

Joseph  G.  Totten, 

Richard  Rish, 


Wm.  H.  Engu«ii,  '  »""•""«  (^<"ninittee. 

Joseph  Henry, 

W.  W.  Seaton,  Treasurer.  ' 

The  committee  feel  it  their  dutv  to  submit  a  few  remarks  in  relation 

ft 

to  this  organization. 

It  appears  by  the  evidence  that  so  much  of  it  as  is  called  the  "Estab- 
lishment'' has  never  performed  any  part  whatever  in  the  administration 
of  the  Institution.  It  is  obvious  that  those  Regents  who  reside  at  a 
greiit  distance  from  Washington  can  have  but  little  to  do  with  its  man- 
agement. Thase  of  them  who  are  members  of  the  Senate  or  House  of 
Representatives,  unless  their  residence,  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
is  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  can  not  be  expected,  for  the  most  part, 
to  have  that  influence  over  its  operations  which  those  who  i"eside  per- 
manently at  the  seat  of  government,  or  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  will 
more  naturally  exercise.  The  Executive  Committee  is  the  body  in 
which  the  government  substantially  exists. 
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It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  it  is  expedient  to  surround  such 
an  institution  with  an  array  of  high  official  digniUiries.  Their  great 
offices  and  characters  are  committed  to  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Insti- 
tution, while  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  give  much  time  and  atten- 
tion to  their  examination.  Wher  the  venerable  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  after  hearing  both  parties  and  a  thorough  scrutiny  of 
the  merits  of  all  questions  involved,  and  in  the  exercise  of  the  high 
function  to  which  his  life  is  consecrated  and  set  apart,  pronounces  a 
solemn  judgment  from  the  bench,  we  bow  to  his  learning  and  wisdom; 
but  it  may,  perhaps,  be  doubted  whether  it  is  expedient  to  attempt  to 
make  him  responsible  for  all  the  doings  of  an  institution  entirely  out 
of  the  sphere  of  his  duties  and  pursuits,  and  with  whose  officers  he 
can  not  have  much  communication.  As  it  has  been  ascertained  that 
the  Institution  is  not  a  corporation,  and  its  anomalous  chai'ucter  in  that 
respect  may  give  rise  to  perplexing  and  unforeseen  difficulties  that 
will  reach  the  legal  tribunals,  it  may  well  be  questioned  whether  that 
august  judicial  personage  ought  to  be  mixed  up  at  all  with  its  business 
details. 

If  the  Institution  could  be  organized  in  a  simpler  form,  and  its  Sec- 
retary made  the  head  of  a  bureau  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
and  subject,  like  other  heads  of  bureaus,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, he  might  pursue  substantially  the  same  coui-se  as  at  present,  if 
that  should  continue  to  be  thought  advisable,  with  a  clearly  ascertained 
line  of  dut\-  and  responsibility,  and  a  full  adjustment  of  all  his  rela- 
tions above  to  the  head  of  the  Department,  around  to  his  associates, 
and  to  all  subordinates  of  every  grade.  This,  however,  we  desire  to 
have  considered  as  a  mere  suggestion  made  in  passing. .  If  all  other 
plans  are  found  defective  and  beset  with  inconveniences,  this  may,  at 
some  future  day,  be  tried  in  the  last  resort. 

Whatever  arrangements  may  be  made  for  the  administration  of  the 
Institution,  it  is  of  extreme  importance  that  the  relations  among  the 
several  officers  attached  to  it  be  defined  and  settled  by  law,  or,  at  any 
rate,  by  by-laws.  In  every  organization  to  which  several  officers  are 
attached  such  a  provision  is  highly  desirable,  but  preeminently  86 
where  the  said  officers  are  gentlemen  of  scientific  and  literary  attain* 
ment  and  reputation.  The  spirit  of  self-respect  and  a  sensitiveness  tb 
personal  rights  prevail  nowhere  with  greater  keenness  and  intensity 
than  in  the  republic  of  letters. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution  stands  on  a  diflferent  footing  from  any 
in  this  country,  and  in  some  particulars,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
peculiar  character  of  our  Government,  in  any  other  country.  In  some 
leading  features  it  perhaps  bears  a  closer  re^semblance  to  the  British 
Museum  than  toany  other.  The  recent  history  of  that  institution  may, 
perhaps,  be  found  instructive  to  us. 

The  British  Museum  was  founded  about  a  hundred  years  ago,  upon 
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the  conditional  bequest  l>y  an  individual  of  property  less  m  amount 
than  the  bequest  of  Smithson.  It  has  since  received  some  two  millions 
of  pounds  sterling  of  the  public  funds. 

Within  the  last  twenty  years  there  have  been  two  select  committees 
of  the  House  of  Commons  and  one  royal  commission  appointed  to 
in(|uire  into  the  condition,  management,  and  affairs  of  this  institution. 

Its  government  is  vested  in  a  board  of  trustees,  in  number  48,  one 
of  whom  (His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge)  is  directly 
named  by  the  Crown,  23  are  regents  ex  officio,  9  are  named  by  the 
representatives  or  executors  of  parties  who  have  been  donors  to  the 
institution,  and  15  are  elected. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  trustees: 

JCx  officio. — The  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  lord  chancellor,  the  speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  principal  trustees;  the  president  of  the  council,  the  first  lord 
of  the  treasury,  the  lord  privy  seal,  the  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty,  the  lord  steward, 
the  lord  chamberlain,  the  colonial  secretary  of  state,  the  foreign  secretary  of  state, 
the  home  secretary  of  state,  the  bishop  of  London,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
the  lord  chief  justice  of  the  Queen's  bench,  the  lord  chief  justice  of  the  common 
pleas,  the  master  of  the  rolls,  the  attorney-general,  the  solicitor-general,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Royal  Society,  the  president  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  the  president 
of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  the  president  of  the  Royal  Academy. 

Family  trustees. — The  Earl  of  Cadogan,  Lord  Stanley,  Sloane  family;  Greorge  Booth 
Tyndale,  esq.,  Rev.  Francis  Annesley,  Cotton  family;  Lord  H.  W.  Bentinck,  the 
Earl  of  Cawdor,  Harlein  family;  Charles  Townley,  esq.,  Townley  family;  the  Earl 
of  Elgin,  Elgin  family;  John  Knight,  esq.,  Knight  family. 

Elected  tnisteeji. — The  Earl  of  Aberdeen;  the  Earl  of  Derby;  the  Duke  of  Rutland; 
the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne;  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Bart.;  the  Duke  of  Hamilton;  Sir 
Robert  H.  Inglis,  Bart.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  William  R.  Hamilton,  esq.;  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland;  tlie  Right  Hon.  T.  B.  Macaulay;  William  Buckland,  D.  D.,  dean  of 
Westminster;  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  David  Dundas;  the  Right  Hon.  H.  Goulbum;  the 
Marquis  of  Northampton. 

Complaints  against  the  management  of  the  institution  became  so 
prevalent  that,  notwithstanding  the  mighty  array  of  elevated  function- 
aries and  illustrious  literary  and  scientific  persons  behind  which  it  was 
intrenched,  it  became  necessary  for  the  House  of  Commons  to  turn  its 
attention  to  it. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1835,  it  was  ordered  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons "  that  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
dition, management,  and  affairs  of  the  British  Museum,"  with  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  committee  consisted  of  thirty- 
three,  including  many  of  the  leading  men  of  the  House. 

The  committee  held  nineteen  meetings,  and  on  the  6th  of  August, 
1885,  reported  a  mass  of  testimony  making  a  folio  volume  of  623  pages. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1836,  the  subject  was  again  taken  up,  and 
became  the  occasion  of  a  debate.  Among  other  complaints  made  by 
members,  it  was  aflSrmed  that  the  statement  made  by  Sir  Humphry 
Davy  was  correct  "that  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  lord  chan- 
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cellor,  and  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  were  considered  as 
the  real  acting  governors  of  the  institution/'  A  new  committee  of 
15  was  appointed,  cxjmposed  of  distinguished  persons,  and  author- 
ized to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records.  It  held  28  meetings, 
and  reported  to  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  14th  day  of  July, 
1836.  Certain  improvements  were  made  in  the  condition  of  the  insti- 
tution as  the  result  of  these  Parliamentary  proceedings. 

The  public  mind  seems  to  have  become  again  excited  on  the  subject, 
by  complaints  arising  from  the  conmiunity  and  from  officers  of  the 
Institution,  and  in  1847  a  royal  commission  was  formed,  consisting  of 
four  noblemen  and  eight  commoners,  all  eminent  persons.  They  prose- 
cuted their  researches  with  great  diligence,  and  the  result  of  their 
labors,  in  1850,  was  a  folio  volume  of  more  than  1,000  pages.  The 
whole  number  of  questions  and  answers  is  10,933.  The  chairman  of 
the  commission  was  the  Earl  of  EUesmere.  He  presented  an  elaborate, 
full,  and  independent  report.  One  or  two  extracts  may  be  read  with 
advantage  by  those  who  have  the  management  of  literary  and  scientific 
institutions: 

Such  a  board  of  trustees,  to  anyone  who  considers  the  individuals  who  coinpoee  it 
with  reference  to  their  rank,  intelligence,  and  ability,  would  give  assurance  rather 
than  promise  of  the  most  unexceptionable  and,  indeed,  wisest  administration  in 
every  department  High  attainments  in  literature  and  in  science,  great  knowledge 
and  experience  of  the  world  and  its  affairs,  and  practiced  habits  of  businees  dia^ 
tinguish  many  of  them  in  an  eminent  degree;  and  it  would  be  unjust  either  to 
deny  the  interest  which  all  of  them  feel  in  the  prosperity  of  the  institution  or  refrain 
from  acknowledging  the  devoted  services  which  some  of  them  have  rendered  in  its 
administration.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  absorbing  public  cares,  professional  avo- 
cations, and  the  pursuits  of  private  life  must,  in  many  instances,  prevent  those  indi* 
viduals  whose  assistance  might  have  been  best  relied  on  from  giving  anything  like 
continued  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  institution. 

While  the  report  alludes  in  the  above  language  to  the  inability  of 
such  official  persons  in  general  to  attend  with  sufficient  particulwty 
to  any  extra  business  incidental  to  affairs  out  of  the  sphere  of  their 
more  appropriate  duties,  it  makes  an  exception  in  favor  of  the  aroh- 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  who,  in  the  words  of  the  report,  ''gave  to  its 
affairs  more  time  and  attention  than  we  could  have  supposed  it  possi- 
ble for  a  person  the  most  active  to  have  spared  from  his  momentous 
and  sacred  duties." 

The  commissioners  dwell  at  length  upon  the  fact  that  the  trustees 
were  not  in  the  habit  of  communicating  directly  with  any  other  offioers 
of  the  institution  but  the  secretary,  as  in  the  following  passage: 


The  secretary  attends  all  the  meetings,  and  the  oflScers  of  the  establishment 
erally  are  perfectly  aware  of  the  extent  of  his  influence  and  control  over  the  blial- 
ness,  while  he  has  no  direct  responsibility  for  the  conduct  or  ai^tual  state  of  any 
department. 

There  may  \ye  many  cases,  certainly,  in  which  it  is  not  expedient  only  but  neoofr^ 
sary  that  the  board  should  deliberate  in  the  al)sence  even  of  the  principal  librui«t 
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or  of  the  heads  of  departments;  but  there  must  be  exceptional  cases,  and,  considering 
the  persons  who  are  heads  of  departments  and  the  knowledge  and  ability  by  which 
they  are  and  ought  to  be  distinguished,  it  seems  impossible  to  suppose  that  the  trus- 
tees would  not  derive  the  greatest  assistance  from  immediate,  full,  and  unreserved 
communication  with  them  on  questions  arising  in  the  administration  of  their  respec- 
tive departments.  We  find,  however,  there  is  scarcely  one  of  the  highest  officers  of 
the  Institution  who  has  not  complained  of  systematic  exclusion  from  the  board  when 
the  affairs  of  his  department  are  under  consideration,  as  equally  disparaging  to  him- 
self and  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  department,  giving  no  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing their  reports  or  meeting  the  objections  and  criticisms  to  which  they  may  have 
been  subject;  and  their  own  absence,  joined  to  that  of  the  principal  librarian,  leaves 
them  under  the  painful  but  natural  impression,  where  their  suggestions  are  dis- 
allowed, that  the  interests  with  which  they  are  charged  have  not  been  fully  repre- 
sented. We  can  not  but  ascribe  to  this  cause  the  unfortunate  and  unseemly  jeal- 
ousies which  the  evidence  shows  to  have  long  existed  among  the  principal  officers 
of  the  Museum — their  distrust  in  the  security  of  the  means  by  which  they  conmiu- 
nicate  wnth  the  boanl,  their  misgivings  as  to  the  fullness  and  fairness  of  the  consider- 
ation which  their  suggestions  receive,  and  their  feelings  of  injustice  done  to  their  own 
department,  arising,  it  may  l)e,  from  an  overzeal  for  its  interests  or  overestimate  of 
its  importance. 

Finally,  they  use  this  language  in  reference  to  what  they  judge  to 
be  the  too  ovei*shadowing  power  allowed  to  the  secretary  by  the  trus- 
tees: 

From  his  control  of  the  business,  constant  intercourse  with  the  trustees,  and  attend- 
ance at  all  their  meetings,  he  has  arisen  to  be  the  most  important  officer  in  the  estab- 
lishment, though  without  that  responsibility  which  attached  to  the  principal  librarian 
and  the  hea^ls  of  departments.  The  influence  possessed  by  this  officer  in  the  affairs 
of  the  museum  has  followed  the  usual  course  where  the  secretary  is  pennanent  and 
where  the  administrative  board  is  fluctuating,  and  must  depend  mainly  upon  the 
secretary  for  the  information  required  in  the  dispatch  of  ordinary  business.  (Report 
of  Commission.) 

The  case  of  the  British  Museum  confirms  the  conviction  that  what- 
ever power  is  lodged  in  the  secretary — and  we  do  not  advise  to 
encroach  upon  or  to  diminish  his  authority — it  is  all  important  to  have 
it  defined  and  guided  and  guarded  by  express  regulation.  Gentlemen 
of  education  and  refined  sensibilities  will  be  willing  to  conform  to 
rules  in  the  shape  of  law,  but  will  always  reluct  against  and  resent 
the  exercise  of  absolute  and  unrestrained  power.  Every  American 
heart  instinctively  resists  arbitrary  authority;  no  reasonable  mind 
objects  to  conformity  to  established  regulations  and  obedience  to 
defined,  permanent,  and  uniform  rules.  Beyond  those  rules  the  rights 
of  a  subordinate  oflicer  are  as  perfect  as  those  of  any  other  man. 
Within  them  he  feels  that  it  is  no  degradation  to  obey.  It  is  not  at 
all  improbable  that  many  of  the  difliculties  that  have  l>een  encountered 
;n  the  British  Museum  and  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  have  arisen 
not  so  much  from  lodging  too  much  power  in  the  secretary  as  from 
the  absence  of  b\^-laws  fully  defining  the  powers,  duties,  and  relations 
of  all  the  officers  employed' in  them.     The  committee  is  particularly 
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desirous  to  have  it  understood  that  they  feel  justilied  in  expressing  4 
very  decided  opinion  that  the  difficulties  that  have  arisen,  and  which 
the  evidence  sufficiently  discloses,  in  the  bosom  of  the  Institution,  and 
the  dissatisfaction  that  may  exist  in  some  portions  of  the  community 
may  safely  be  attributed  to  the  causes  just  mentioned  and  not  in  the 
least  to  any  want  of  fidelity  or  zeal  on  the  part  of  its  managers. 

As  it  respects  the  general  polic}'  advocated  by  the  friends  of  a 
libi"ary  to  make  it  a  prominent  feature  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
the  committee  arc  of  opinion  that  the  funds  of  the  Institution  are 
sufficient  to  accomplish  that  object  at  a  more  rapid  rate  of  graduid 
accumulation  than  heretofore  without  essentially  impairing  the  use- 
fulness and  efficacy  of  the  policy  pursued  at  present  by  the  managers. 
Active  operations,  original  researches,  and  the  publication  of  scientific 
treatises,  if  the  whole  income  were  consumed  in  them,  would  have  to 
be  confined  far  within  the  limits  of  what  would  be  desiniblc.  A  limi- 
tation must  be  suffered  at  some  point  within  the  income,  and  the  satis- 
faction of  the  country  is  of  greater  importance  than  a  few  thousMid 
dollars,  more  or  le^s,  expended  in  either  direction. 

But  a  few  words  are  needed  to  do  justice  to  the  value  of  a  great 
universal  libi-ary  at  the  metropolis  of  the  Union.  Every  person  who 
undertakes  to  prepare  and  publish  a  book  on  any  subject  will  be  found 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  need  of  such  a  library.  The  great  historians 
and  classical  writers  of  the  country  have  to  send  abroad,  often  to  go 
abroad  in  person,  in  order  to  obtain  materials  for  their  works.  All 
litei'ary  men  are  eager  to  inspect  catalogues  and  explore  alcoves  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  favorite  departments,  and  there  is  no  direction  in 
which  they  are  more  tempted  to  drain  their  generally  (juite  moderate 
resources  than  in  the  purchase  of  books.  Such  a  library  as  would  be 
accumulated  by  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  annually  for  twenty  years, 
judiciously  expended,  would  be  frequented  by  scholai-s  and  authors  in 
much  larger  numbers  than  persons  not  acquainted  with  their  wants 
will  be  likely  to  suppose.  In  half  a  century  it  would  give  to  America 
a  library  une(|ualed  in  value,  and  probably  in  size,  in  the  world. 

There  is  a  special  i*eason  why  such  a  library  should  be  provided  at 
this  seat  of  the  Federal  Government.  The  annals  of  all  other  coun- 
tries, running  back  into  the  past,  are  soon  shrouded  in  fable  or  lost  in 
total  darkness;  but  ours,  during  their  whole  duration,  are  within  the 
range  of  unclouded  history.  The  great  social,  moral,  and  political 
experiment  here  going  on  to  test  the  last  hope  of  humanity  is  capable 
of  being  described  in  clear  and  certain  records.  The  history  of  eadh 
State  and  Territory  can  l>e  written  on  the  solid  basis  of  ascertained 
facts.  In  each  State  and  Territory  there  are,  and  from  the  first  have 
been,  many  persons  who  are  preparing  and  have  published  works 
illustrative  of  the  entire  progress  of  those  respective  communities. 
In  local  histories,  commemorative  addresses,  and  the  vast  variety  of 
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productions  of  this  sort  our  literature  is  rich  and  ample  beyond  that 
of  any  other  people.  There  is  no  way  in  which  the  patriotism  and 
virtue  of  a  people  can  be  so  eflfectually  fostered  and  strengthened  as 
by  cherishing  in  their  breasts  an  interest  in  their  ancestry,  in  the 
incidents  that  have  marked  the  fortunes  of  their  States,  their  towns, 
and  the  scenes  of  their  residence — the  transmitted  reminiscences  of 
their  homes  and  firesides.  It  would  be  a  great  and  good  thing  could 
there  be  collected  in  a  national  library,  in  distinct  alcoves,  all  valuable 
publications  illustrating  the  history  of  the  several  States  of  this  Union. 
Different  processes  of  legislation  and  various  social  and  political 
influences  have  operated  upon  them  severally,  and  the  records  of  the 
results  ought  to  be  here  for  the  inspection  and  instruction  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people  themselves  and  of  the  whole  world. 

But  if  every  other  description  of  books  is  avoided  or  crowded  out 
there  is  one  which  surely  ought  not  to  be.  If  the  resources  of  the 
Institution  are  to  be  exclusively  or  mainly  devoted  to  science  rather 
than  to  general  literature  and  knowledge,  it  ought,  at  any  rate,  to  have 
within  its  walls  a  perfect  and  universal  library  of  science  and  art — 
not  merely  modern  science  and  recent  researches,  but  all  the  publica- 
tions, of  all  ages  and  all  countries,  that  illustrate  the  progress  of  sci- 
ence, as  such.  If  we  can  not  have  a  universal  library,  give  us,  at  least, 
a  scientific  library  such  as  no  other  nation  can  boast. 

One  advantage  of  a  liberal  expenditure  for  a  library,  not  to  be 
thought  lightly  of  in  a  government  resting  entirely  on  popular  opin- 
ion, is  that  it  results  in  something  that  shows  for  itself;  the  people 
can  see  in  it  what  has  become  of  the  money.  It  would  forever  grow 
before  their  eyes,  and  in  all  coming  generations,  from  its  unap- 
proached  and  ever-expanding  magnitude,  would  be  an  object  of  per- 
petually increasing  national  pride.  Under  the  present  policy  the 
funds  disappear,  as  they  are  expended,  however  salutary  their  appli- 
cation may  have  been,  and  the  only  monuments  are  a  few  volumes, 
admirable,  no  doubt,  in  their  form  and  substance,  highly  appreciated 
by  scientific  societies  at  home  and  abroad,  but  never  seen  by  the 
people. 

The  short  time  allowed  them,  the  necessary  consequent  inadequate- 
ness  of  their  investigations  and  deliberations,  and  the  impossibility  of 
any  legislative  action  by  this  Congress  restrain  the  committee  from 
I'eporting  any  bill  to  the  House;  but  in  view  of  all  circumstances,  as 
a  measure  of  peace,  as  a  mutual  concession,  which  in  such  a  matter  is 
the  only  way  of  settling  a  difficulty,  they  would  express  their  convic- 
tion that  the  compromise  adopted  at  an  early  day  by  the  Board  of 
Regents  ought  to  be  restored,  and  that  all  desirable  ends  may  be  ulti- 
mately secured  by  dividing  the  income  equally  between  the  library 
and  museum  on  one  part  and  active  operations  on  the  other. 

The  only  other  suggestion* the  committee  have  to  make  is  the  expe- 
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diency,  in  order  to  avoid  all  embarrassment  in  future,  to  have  eadi 
division  of  the  Institution  placed  under  its  proper  and  distinctiye 
head.  Let  the  Secretary  have  charge  of  the  active  operations,  preside 
over  the  scientific  researches,  and  direct  the  publications.  Let  tbe 
librarian  have  charge  of  the  library"  and  museum.  If  the  two  depart- 
ments are  thus  separated  and  placed  under  the  control  of  well-devised 
and  clearly  defined  regulations,  never  interfering  with  each  other,  but 
working  freely  and  harmoniously  in  their  respective  spheres,  each 
principal  responsible  only  for  his  own  province,  and  subject  alike  to  a 
common  head,  whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  a  Board  of 
Regents,  the  Institution  would,  we  think,  be  found  to  work  most  aus- 
piciously and  produce  the  best  and  greatest  results. 

Mr.  William  H.  Witte,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  select  ccmi* 
mittee,  made  a  report: 

The  select  conunittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  Hon. 
Rufus  Choate,  resigning  the  office  of  Regent  of  the  Smithisoniaii 
Institution,  also  the  resolution  thereon  to  inquire  whether  tlie 
Smithsonian  Institution  has  l>een  managed  and  its  funds  expended 
in  accordance  with  the  law  establishing  it,  and  whether  any  addi- 
tional legislation  be  necessary  to  cany  out  the  design  of  its  founders, 
report: 

[Mr.  Nath.  G.  Taylor,  of  Tennessee,  concurring;  and  Mr.  Richard 
C.  Puryear,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Wells,  of  Wisconein, 
although  not  dissenting  from  all  the  views,  preferred  not  to  sign 
either  this  report  or  the  report  made  by  Mr.  IJpham  alone.] 

That  they  have  made  a  patient  examination  of  the  Institution,  and 
have  concluded  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint  against  the 
Regents  or  the  Secretary  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  the  act  of 
Congress  establishing  the  Institution,  and  the  plan  of  organization 
adopted  by  the  Regents,  or  the  manner  in  which  its  affairs  have  been 
administered.  The  subjects  included  in  the  resolution  may  be  aj^ro- 
priately  arranged  under  the  following  heads: 

1.  The  proper  construction  of  the  act  of  Congress  establishing  tlie 
Institution. 

2.  The  plan  of  organizing  and  administering  the  affairs  of  the  Insti* 
tution  adopted  by  the  Regents  in  pursuance  of  the  law. 

3.  The  question  whether  any  new  legislation  is  necessary. 

4.  The  administration  of  this  plan  by  the  Regents  and  Secretary. 
Of  these  the  committee  will  treat  in  the  order  in  which  they  aM 

stated: 

1.  The  proper  construction  of  the  act  of  Congress. 

The  question  whether  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Smithson  should  be 
applied  chiefly  to  the  formation  of  a  great  national  library,  or  to 
researches  for  the  increase  of  knowledge  and  the  publication  and  di^ 
culation  of  their  results  for  its  diffusion  among  men,  divided   the 
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opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Regents  at  their  first  meeting. 
These  diflference^  of  opinion  were  compromised  at  the  organization  of 
the  Institution  by  a  resolution,  which  the  Regents  have  lately  repealed. 

That  resolution  provided,  prospectively  and  on  a  contingency 
which  may  be  said  to  have  just  occurred — the  completion  of  the  Smith- 
sonian building,  for  an  equal  division  of  the  fund  committed  to  the 
care  of  the  Board  of  Regents  between  the  two  objects  above  stated — a 
national  library,  museum,  and  gallery  of  art  on  the  one  hand,  and 
researches,  publications,  and  lectures  on  the  other. 

This  compromise  resolution  has  been  repealed  by  the  Board  of 
Regents  during  their  present  session,  and  instead  of  it  they  have 
adopted  the  following: 

Reaolvedf  That  hereafter  the  annual  appropriations  shall  be  apportioned  specifically 
among  the  different  object«  and  operations  of  the  Institution  in  such  manner  as  may, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Regents,  be  necessary  and  proper  for  each,  according  to  its 
intrinsic  importance,  and  a  compliance  in  good  faith  with  the  law. 

The  adoption  of  this  resolution  was  followed  by  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Choate,  one  of  the  Regents,  and  in  his  letter  of  resignation, 
addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  he  assumes  that  the  act  of 
Congress  presented  a  rule  of  appropriation  which  is  set  aside  by  the 
resolution.  Whether  the  Board  of  Regents  or  Mr.  Choate  are  right 
in  this  respect  must  be  determined  by  a  reference  to  the  act  of  Congress. 

When  it  had  created  the  Institution,  given  it  a  corporate  name, 
invested  it  with  certain  powers,  subjected  it  to  specific  restrictions, 
provided  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building,  and  directed  an  annual 
appropriation  not  exceeding  $25,000  for  the  gradual  formation  of  a 
library,  it  proceeded  to  declare  that  of  any  other  moneys  accrued  or 
to  accrue  as  interest  on  the  fund,  not  otherwise  appropriated  nor 
required  for  the  purposes  therein  provided,  the  managers  were  thereby 
"authorized  to  make  such  disposal  as  they  shall  deem  best  suited  for 
the  promotion  of  the  purposes  of  the  testator,  anything  therein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

Beyond  any  re^asonable  controversy,  here  is  a  discretionary  and 
controlling  power  given  to  the  Board  of  Regents  over  the  whole  income 
of  the  fund,  except  only  such  portion  of  it  as  had  been  appropriated 
or  should  be  required  for  purposes  provided  by  the  act.  To  deter- 
mine the  extent  of  this  discretionary  power  it  becomes  necessary,  then, 
to  ascertain  what  appropriation  has  been  made  and  what  purposes 
were  provided  by  the  act. 

It  directs  the  selection  of  a  lot  and  the  erection  of  a  suitable  build- 
ing, but  does  not  limit  the  amount  of  expenditure,  nor  make  any 
appropriation  for  it.  It  provides  "that  in  proportion  as  suitable 
arrangement  can  be  made  for  their  reception"  the  several  objects 
specified  in  the  sixth  section  shall  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  the 
Board  of  Regents,  and  requires  the  arrangements  and  classification 
of  them. 
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It  directs  the  Regents  t<>  appropriate  ^'  from  the  interest  of  said  fund 
a  8um  not  exceeding  an  average  of  $25,000  annually  for  the  gradual 
formation  of  a  library/'  and  then  places  the  whole  residue  of  the 
mcrease  of  the  fund  at  their  disposal.  Can  this  be  doubted?  For  the 
various  purposes  provided  by  the  act  no  appropriations  are  made. 
The  library  forms  the  only  exception,  and  the  sole  limit  of  the  dis- 
cretionary power  of  the  Regents  over  appropriations  for  a  library  18 
that  they  shall  not  exceed  an  annual  avemge  of  $25,000.  Within  that 
limit  their  discretion  is  full  and  entire.  Suppose  any  appropriation 
made  in  any  given  year  for  the  gradual  formation  of  a  library;  can  any- 
one doubt  that  the  Regents  have  the  power  to  make  such  an  appropria- 
tion or  so  to  limit  it?  And  is  there  any  reason  why  they  might  not 
limit  the  appropriation  to  a  still  smaller  sum?  They  might,  indeed, 
be  liable  to  the  charge  of  evading  the  law  if  those  appropriatioas  were 
for  mere  nominal  sums,  so  that  in  the  course  of  a  series  of  years  no 
sensible  progress  could  be  made  in  the  gradual  formation  of  a  library. 
But  this  is  an  extreme  case,  from  which  no  argument  can  be  drawn 
against  their  discretion  to  limit  the  appropriation  for  a  library  while 
intending  in  good  faith  to  provide  for  its  gradual  formation. 

Then  suppose  them  to  apply  an  amount  suflScient  to  meet  all  the 
expenses  necessarily  resulting  from  the  provisions  of  the  act.  Still  there 
would  remain  a  considerable  sum  not  applied  to  any  purpose.  If  the 
Board  of  Regents  believe  that  its  application  to  scientific  researches 
and  their  publication  be  "best  suited  for  the  promotion  of  the  pur- 
poses of  the  testator,"  can  it  be  doubted  that  they  would  have  the 
right  so  to  apply  it? 

The  ninth  section  of  the  act  gives  this  power  in  full.  When  they 
have  met  the  current  expenses  of  the  Institution,  from  time  to  time 
made  the  necessary  appropriations  for  the  buildings  in  process 
of  erection,  and,  exercising  their  discretion  within  the  limit  jwe- 
scribed  to  them,  have  made  an  annual  appropriation  for  a  litourj, 
what  remains  is  placed  at  their  ''disposal,"  to  promote  the  purpoasi 
of  the  testator  by  the  use  of  such  means  as  ''they  (the  Board  of 
Regents)  shall  deem  best  suited "  to  accomplish  this  object  In  ooa- 
strumg  the  act  of  Congress  the  committee  confine  themselves  to  the 
act  itself — to  the  plain  import  of  the  terms  in  which  it  is  expressed, 
and  to  the  necessary  results  of  the  provisions  which  it  contsiM. 
They  do  not  resort  to  what  is  called  its  parliamentary  history.  The 
reported  speeches  of  members  upon  the  bill  while  pending  in  Gesk* 
gress,  and  even  votes  upon  amendments  made  or  rejected,  do  not 
answer  this  purpose.  The  first  only  disclose  the  individual  opinioBi 
of  the  speakers;  the  second  frequently  do  not  exhibit  the  object  of 
those  who  voted  for  or  against  the  pailicular  amendment.  A  speech 
made  by  one  member  is  often  at  variance  with  the  views  of  those  who 
unite  with  him  in  voting  for  a  particular  provision.    They  frequentlfj^ 
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sustain  it  on  other  and  different  grounds.  So,  too,  the  majority  or 
intermediate  vote  is  frequently  composed  of  the  friends  and  opponents 
of  the  bill,  the  latter  advocating  a  particular  amendment  with  the 
hope  and  in  the  belief  that  it  will  prove  an  incumbrance  to  the  meas- 
ure in  the  view  of  some  of  its  advocates,  and  thus  contribute  to  its 
defeat;  or  they  may  think  that  a  particular  proviso  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out  is  unnecessary  as  being  comprehended  in  some  other  part 
of  the  act. 

A  careful  scrutiny  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives while  this  law  was  pending  before  them,  would  show  how 
unsafe  a  guide  the  resort  to  the  parliamentary  history  of  a  bill  would 
be  in  the  ascertainment  of  its  true  construction.  This  may  reconcile 
us  to  an  adherence  to  those  rules  which  the  wisdom  of  ages  has 
devised  for  the  interpretation  of  statutes.  We  are  endeavoring  to 
ascertain  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  to  do 
this  we  seek  to  discover  the  true  interpretation  of  the  act  of  Congress 
and  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson,  which,  taken  together,  confer  their  pow- 
ers and  prescribe  their  duties.  These  two  sources  of  power  and  duty 
are  spoken  of  as  necessarily  connected;  for,  although  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  was  created  by  act  of  Congress,  and  will  cease  to  exist 
whenever  Congress  shall  think  proper  to  repeal  that  act,  yet  both 
Congress  and  the  Institution,  so  long  as  it  continues  to  exist,  are 
bound  to  carry  the  intention  of  the  testator  into  effect. 

The  trust  has  been  accepted  by  Congress  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  faith  of  the  United  States  has  been  pledged  for  its 
faithful  execution  '*  according  to  the  will  of  the  enlightened  and  lib- 
eral donor. "  While,  therefore.  Congress,  acting  as  agents  of  the  United 
States,  have  the  power  to  divert  the  fund  to  purposes  other  than  those 
which  may  be  according  to  **the  will  of  the  liberal  and  enlightened 
donor,"  their  right  to  do  so  can  never  be  affirmed;  and  though  the 
Board  of  Regents  can  not  and  do  not  claim  a  right  to  place  themselves 
in  an  antagonistical  position  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
whose  subagents  they  are,  yet  in  construing  the  act  of  Congress,  if 
it  will  admit  of  two  constructions,  one  of  which  seems  to  be  most 
conformable  to  the  purposes  of  the  will  of  Smithson,  the  Regents 
would  not  hesitate  to  accept  such  construction  in  preference  to  the 
other,  which  does  not  conform  to  the  will  of  the  testator.  This  is 
merely  the  application  of  a  principle  universally  recognized  in  the 
interpretation  of  statutes. 

In  the  present  case  two  constructions  are  given  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. If  the  Board  of  Regents  consider  one  of  them  to  be  more 
consonant  to  the  purposes  of  Mr.  Smithson^s  will,  which  was  the 
source  of  the  authority  of  Congress  to  legislate  on  the  subject  for 
any  purpose,  it  ought  to  be  adopted,  since  the  act  was  passed  evidently 
for  the  pui-pose  of  carrying  into  execution  **the  will  of  the  donor," 
H.  Doc.  732 37 
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and  especially  when  this  interpretation  aflfects  two  provisions  of  the 
act  which  otherwise  would  be  without  object  or  operation. 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  inquire  whether  the  scientific 
researches  and  the  publication  of  their  results  are,  in  the  language  of 
the  acts  of  Congress,  ''best  suited  to  promote  the  purpose  of  the  tee- 
tator."  The  question  is  between  such  researches  made  and  published 
at  Washington,  or  examined  under  the  authority  of  the  Institution 
and  circulated  throughout  the  civilized  world,  and  a  great  national 
library  to  be  established  in  this  city.  Mr.  Smithson  was  a  scholar,  a 
man  of  science,  an  author  of  scientific  memoirs,  a  contributor  to  the 
Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  familiar  with  the  lan- 
guage in  which  his  will  is  written,  and  perfectly  competent  to  decide 
upon  the  aptitude  of  words  to  convey  the  ideas  they  were  intended  to 
express. 

It  might  well  be  expected  that  the  language  of  such  a  man  would  be 
characterized  by  simplicity,  by  the  absence  of  circumlocution  and 
periphrasis,  which  is  well  described  as  the  use  of  many  words  to 
express  the  meaning  of  one.  If  he  had  intended  to  furnish  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  to  the  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington, a  great  libmry,  comprehending  all  that  was  then  known  in 
every  department  of  human  knowledge  and  culture,  he  would  have 
said  so  in  terms  not  to  be  misunderstood.  The  committee  can  n€»t 
doubt  that  if  he  had  merely  designed  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of 
books  to  become,  through  the  agency  of  the  United  States,  the  founder 
of  a  library,  he  would  have  used  the  simple  language  appropriate  to 
such  an  intention.  He  would  have  said:  "I  bequeath  the  whole  of 
my  property,  subject,  etc.,  to  the  United  States  of  America  to  found, 
at  Washington,  a  libmry,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Library*'* 

It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  any  man  having  such  an  object  in  view 
would  have  abandoned  the  plain,  simple,  intelligible  language,  in 
which  no  difference  of  construction  could  by  any  possibility  haye 
arisen,  and  have  substituted  for  it  the  sentence  which  is  found  in  hia 
will,  namely:  ''To  found  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smith* 
sonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  o£ 
knowledge  among  men." 

Again,  Mr.  Smithson  was,  as  the  committee  have  before  said,  a  maii 
of  science,  the  author  of  scientific  memoirs,  a  member  of  the  BoyaL 
Society,  and  a  contributor  to  its  Transactions.  What  is  more  natural ^ 
than  that  such  a  man  should,  when  about  to  pass  away  from  the  scene ' 
of  action,  dedicate  his  property  to  the  continued  prosecution  of  thoie 
researches  to  which  his  life  had  been  principally  devoted.  The  worda 
of  the  bequest  are  strongly  corroborative  of  this  view.  It  is  for  the 
"increase  of  knowledge,"  not  merely  for  the  acquirement  of  that 
which  now  exists.  A  library  would  subserve  the  latter  purpose,  bat 
could  only  indirectly  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  former  by  ena^ 
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bling  those  who  had  mastered  its  contents  to  do  what  the  board  is 
now  doing,  namely,  to  prosecute  researches  for  the  increase  of  knowl- 
edge. But  the  terms  of  the  bequest  require  not  merely  that  it  should 
be  applied  to  the  increase  of  knowledge,  but  also  to  its  diffusion,  and 
to  its  diffusion  among  men. 

The  benevolent  purposes  of  Mr.  Smithson  were  not  limited  to  the 
citizens  of  Washington,  nor  yet  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
They  had  a  far  wider  scope.  A  nian  of  science  belongs  exclusively  to 
no  particular  country.  He  is  in  one  sense  a  cosmopolite,  at  home  in 
all  places  where  the  votaries  of  science  dwell,  and  under  every  clime 
they  are  the  objects  of  his  benevolence.  They  are  men  among  whom 
he  desires  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge. 

And  he  has  provided  for  this  in  his  will.  How  could  a  vast  library 
established  here  accomplish  this  object?  At  most  it  would  be  access- 
ible to  the  people  of  Washington,  to  casual  visitors,  and  for  those  who 
came  here  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  its  volumes.  How  infinitely 
short  would  this  fall  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator,  which  was  first 
the  increase  and  then  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men  of  what- 
ever country  or  whatever  clime. 

If  a  national  library  be  a  national  want,  who  should  supply  it?  Can 
not  Congress,  which  represents  a  population  of  25,000,000,  with 
resources  almost  incalculable,  and  with  a  treasury  not  exhausted  or 
impoverished,  but  overflowing  with  revenue?  Can  it  not  spare  out  of 
this  abundance  whatever  may  be  necessary?  Is  it  not  now  supplying 
that  want  in  the  great  libmry  of  Congress,  to  which  in  the  last  three 
years  they  have  appropriated  more  than  $90,000?  It  is  accessible  now 
to  every  scholar  who  may  be  at  Washington,  and  will  in  a  few  years  be 
so  increased  under  the  policy  of  its  present  administration  as  to  supply 
many  of  the  wants  of  the  student  and  the  scientific  investigator.  Shall 
a  nation  such  as  ours  depend  for  this  national  want  upon  the  bounty 
of  a  stranger?  The  generous  impulse  of  the  American  heart  will 
quickly  prompt  the  answer — no. 

The  resolutions  of  compromise,  as  they  were  called,  to  which  the 
committee  have  ))efore  alluded,  were  repealed  hy  the  Board  of 
Regents  before  the  period  when  by  their  terms  they  were  to  go  into 
operation.  What  has  been  already  said  will  show  that  the  committee 
think  that  they  were  proiKjrly  repealed.  Their  effect  was  to  tie  up 
the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  to  deny  to  the  successors  of  those 
who  passed  them  the  exercise  of  that  discretion  with  which  the  law 
invested  the  board,  and  thus  to  defeat  the  act  of  Congress  by  taking 
away  that  discretion  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  fund  which  the 
law  made  it  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  of  the  Regents  to  exercise. 
Nor  can  there  be  any  breach  of  faith  in  this  repeal.  The  faith  which 
the  Regents  owe  is  to  the  law  and  to  the  purpose  of  the  will  of  Smith- 
son,  and  any  arrangement  of  their  own  which  should  restrain  them 
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from  promoting  this  purpose  by  the  means  which  they  deem  beflt 
saited  to  it  would  itself,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  approadi 
more  nearly  to  a  breach  of  faith. 

The  Regents  by  pledging  their  faith  to  one  another  can  not  escape 
from  the  obligation  to  apply  the  funds  at  their  control  to  the  objects 
which  they  deem  best  suited  to  promote  the  purpose  of  the  testator. 
The  act  of  Congress,  according  to  the  plain  import  of  its  terms,  author* 
izes  the  Board  of  Regents  to  employ  all  moneys  arising  from  the  income 
of  the  endowment  not  therein  appropriated  nor  required  for  the  par- 
pose  therein  provided,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  best  suited 
for  the  "  purpose  of  the  testator,"  namely,  *' the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men,"  and  this  authority  is  rendered  incontestiMe, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  by  the  concluding  clause  of  the  sec* 
tion  which  empowers  the  Board  of  Regents  to  exercise  their  discretion 
in  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  income,  ^^  anything  herein  (the  act  of 
Congress)  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

This  grant  of  the  power  imposes  the  obligation  to  exercise  the  dis* 
cretion  which  it  confers.     Judicial  tribunals  would  never  reverse  the 
construction  of  a  statute,  the  terms  of  which  were  so  plain  and  unmis* 
takable,  by  what  is  at  all  times  dangerous,  a  resort  to  speeches  made 
by  a  few  of  the  lawgivers  who  framed  it,  or  the  votes  of  members  acta- 
ated  by  motives  beyond  the  scrutiny  of  the  expounder.     Looking; 
therefore,  to  the  act  of  Congress  itself,  which,  as  was  said  by  a  Senator 
in  a  recent  discussion,  is  best  construed  by  ''  the  examination  and  com* 
parison  of  its  various  provisions  and  the  admitted  purpose  of  its  enact* 
ment,"  the  committee  found  no  difficulty  in  coming  to  these  conclustona 
on  this  point.    They  find  in  the  law  directions  to  the  Board  of  Regents  to 
erect,  on  a  liberal  scale,  a  building  in  which  can  be  arranged  collections 
of  natural  history,  a  geological  and  mineralogical  cabinet,  a  museum, 
a  library,  chemical  laboratory,  gallery  of  art,  a  lecture  room,  and,  of 
course,  to  use  these  various  means  of  increasing  knowledge  in  this 
manner  and  for  the  purpose  to  which  they  are  adapted,  and  for  whldl* 
they  are  required.     In  effect  the  law  says:  ''All  other  portions  of  tiba 
income  dispose  of  as  you  may  think  best  calculated  to  promote  tto 
purpose  of  the  testator."    A  larger  discretion  can  hardly  be  conceivaiiL 
It  is  absolutely  unlimited  in  relation  to  every  one  of  its  objects  except' 
a  library,  and  to  this  the  appropriations,  which  the  Regents  are  autliOKW 
ized  to  make,  are  limited  to  a  maximum  amount  which  they  are  not  at^ 
liberty  to  exceed.     It  would  seem  to  be  most  singular  if  this  had  beei^ 
the  primary  and  cherished  object  of  Congress  that  it  should  be  the  onltp 
one  subjected  to  such  a  limitation.  a 

It  might  be  thought,  if  this  had  been  their  primary  purpose,  thaH 
the  restrictions  would  have  been  imposed  upon  the  appropriations  f6i5 
other  objects,  leaving  that  for  the  library  unfettered.  If  we  torfr 
from  the  aot  of  Congress  to  the  will  of  Smithson  to  determine  thS: 
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manner  in  which  the  trust  should  be  executed,  if  we  look  to  his  ante- 
cedents and  find  that  he  was  himself  a  searcher  into  the  mysteries  of 
nature  which  science  is  laboring  to  develop — not  so  much  employed 
in  studying  the  pages  of  those  who  have  written  as  striving  to  read 
the  unwritten  pages  of  nature's  book — if  we  consider  the  plain  and 
obvious  import  of  the  simple  language  in  which  his  wishes  are  expressed 
and  contemplate  the  benefits  to  result  from  one  or  the  other  scheme  of 
appropriation  which  have  been  in  controversy;  if  we  consider  these 
things  we  can  not  doubt  that  it  is  both  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the 
Regents,  resulting  from  the  will  of  Smithson  and  enjoined  by  the  act  of 
Congress,  to  appropriate  such  portion  of  his  funds  as  they  can  advan- 
tageously employ  m  scientific  researches  and  the  publication  and  circu- 
lation of  the  results  ''among  men,"  wherever  men  exist  capable  of 
appreciating  them,  while  at  the  same  time  they  apply  another  portion 
of  the  fund,  according  to  a  sound  and  honest  discretion,  to  the  partic- 
ular purposes  specified  in  the  act. 

Thus  they  will  not  depart  from  any  plan  devised  by  Congress  and 
prescribed  in  the  act,  as  Mr.  Choate  seems  to  have  erroneously  sup- 
posed, but  will  fill  up  and  develop  that  veiy  plan,  of  which  only  some 
of  the  outlines  were  sketched  in  the  law. 

It  would  be  impracticable  within  the  limits  proper  to  this  report 
to  go  into  the  examination  of  the  minute  outline  of  organization 
of  the  Institution  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Regents  by  the  secretary, 
and  approved  by  them.  It  will  be  found  printed  in  detail  in  the 
appendix  to  the  eighth  annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
published  by  Congress  in  1854. 

A  brief  notice  of  the  plan  and  of  its  results  is  all  that  we  can  here 
present. 

The  object  of  the  plan  is,  first:  To  increase  knowledge  by  stimu- 
lating original  research  by  the  rapid  and  full  publication  of  results; 
by  aid  in  procuring  the  materials  and  appliances  for  investigation; 
and,  if  ne<?essary,  by  direct  rewards. 

Experience  has  shown  that  no  other  means  are  so  effective  in  stimu- 
lating research  as  the  rapid  publication  of  results;  not  in  a  stinted 
form  of  abstract,  and  without  illustmtions  (too  often  the  necessary 
condition  of  the  publication  of  scientific  labors)  but  in  full,  with  illus- 
trations drawn,  engraved,  and  printed  in  the  best  style  of  art.  How 
many  investigations  are  stopped  for  the  want  of  instruments,  of  speci- 
mens, and  general  appliances  for  research?  How  many  are  laid  aside, 
because,  first  of  all,  men  must  live?  What  more  noble  or  useful  object 
for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  than  to  remove  these  difficulties  from 
the  path  of  genius?  What  more  consonant  to  the  intention  of  the 
founder:  An  expedition  is  setting  out  and  instruments  are  required  to 
investigate  the  magnetism  of  the  earth,  the  temperature  of  the  ocean, 
the  climate,  soil,  and  productions  of  places  explored,  their  latitudes 
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and  longitudes,  heights,  etc.  These  instruments  are  lent  or  furnished 
by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  the  results  obtained  with  them 
become  public  property.  Means  are  furnished  to  explorers  to  nuke 
collections  of  minerals  and  ores;  of  plants  and  animals;  of  fishes,  rep- 
tiles, and  insects;  and  to  provide  for  their  transportation  from  the 
field.  These  collections  are  submitted  to  the  most  successful  caiti- 
vators  of  the  branches  of  science  to  which  they  belong;  to  men  who 
have  made  these  objects  their  especial  study,  and  their  investigatiooB 
are  made  public.  The  specimens  are  returned  to  the  Smithaoniui 
collections  to  be  taken  care  of,  and  perhaps  to  be  reexamined  at  some 
more  advanced  period.  By  these  and  similar  modes  research  is  stim- 
ulated. The  provision  of  meteorological  instrument»  and  of  inatmo- 
tions  for  their  use,  the  collections  of  the  observations  made  and  their 
comparisons,  have  already  furnished  most  important  information  in 
regard  to  the  climate  and  storms  of  the  United  States,  and  the  fall 
publication  of  the  results  will  enable  men  of  science  of  this  and  other 
countries  to  draw  from  these  materials  most  valuable  inferences  snd 
laws. 

2.  To  diffuse  knowledge,  by  the  publication  of  the  contributions, 
from  researches  and  explorations,  of  reports  on  treatises  on  different 
subjects  or  branches  of  science  and  its  application,  of  rcpoiis  showii^ 
the  history  and  progress  of  these  subjects  or  branches  is  the  s 
object  of  the  "active  operations."  These  publications  diff 
men  the  knowledge  obtained  by  the  agency  of  the  Institution  or  from 
without.  The  subjects  which  have  been  ali'eady  embraced  in  the 
Smithsonian  Contributions  and  in  the  different  volumes  of  reports, 
etc.,  have  been  numerous  and  well  distributed  among  the  various 
branches  of  knowledge — the  abstract  and  the  pi'actical.  The  publi- 
cations are  widely  scattered  among  the  institutions  of  this  and  of 
other  countries,  given  to  them  or  exchanged  for  their  proceedings, 
tran.sactions,  or  other  publications,  and  accessible  at  moderate  iitas 
to  individuals.  Of  the  impression  made  abroad  by  the  Smithaonfaua 
Contributions  to  Knowledge  the  learned  professor  of  Greek  of  Hir- 
vard  University  [C.  C.  Felton]  thus  speaks: 

Cahbriixib,  Massachusetts,  June  SO,  1884. 

1  have  bnt  recently  returned  from  Europe,  and  I  now  desire  to  acknii«-Ie<]ge  the 
service  you  did  me  by  your  circular  letter  of  introdnction  to  the  librsriaiis  of  the 
European  establish  meats  which  are  in  corrcepondcuce  with  the  Sinithnonian  Insti- 
tution. Wherever  1  preHented  it  I  was  received  with  great  liindnees  and  atteution, 
and  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  whatever  was  curious,  interesting,  aiir!  valuable 
in  the  libraries  and  collections. 

It  gave  me  pleasure  to  notice  the  high  estimation  in  which  tlie  Smithsonian  losti- 
tution,  under  its  present  management,  is  held  everywhere  in  Europe.  Tlif  volumes 
published  under  its  auspices  have  done  the  highest  honor  to  American  si'lciice,  and 
are  considered  most  valuable  contributions  to  the  stock  of  knowledge  ainitii^  men. 
Tliey  are  shown  to  visitoraas  among  the  most  creditable  publications ol  llicn^.  and 
as  highly  Interesting  illustrations  oi  the  progress  of  science  and  the  urls  m  the 
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United  States,  and  the  eagerness  to  possess  them  is  very  great  among  the  savants  of 
the  Old  World.  They  were  shown  to  me  wherever  I  went,  and  the  commendations 
bestowed  on  the  civilization  of  America,  as  evinced  by  the  excellence  of  these  works, 
both  in  matter  and  form,  was  deeply  gratifying  to  me.  The  la^  time  I  had  an 
opiwrtunity  of  seeing  them  was  in  the  university  library  at  Athens.  The  librarian 
pointeti  them  out  to  me  and  expressed  the  greatest  anxiety  to  complete  the  set,  one 
or  two  volumes  of  which  were  wanting. 

The  publications  thus  approved  bring  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
a  return  of  works  published  by  the  learned  societies  of  the  world  and 
by  governments  such  as  could  not  be  procured  in  any  other  way, 
supplying  the  library  with  rich  productions  of  both  literature  and 
science.  The  gradual  formation  of  a  valuable  library  would  result 
from  this  system  of  international  exchanges  even  without  direct 
purchase. 

The  programme  of  organization  of  the  Institution  and  its  execution 
have  met  with  the  unqualified  support  of  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
scientific  and  literary  men  of  our  country,  expressed  individually  or 
in  the  associations  of  which  they  are  members.  This  is  general 
throughout  the  Union,  and  from  no  quarter  have  more  decidedly 
favorable  opinions  been  expressed  than  from  that  to  which  the  Regent 
at  whose  instance  this  investigation  has  been  made  (Mr.  Choate) 
belongs.  The  committee  must  necessarily  be  brief  in  its  selections 
from  the  numerous  letters  and  other  communications  before  it  In 
speaking  of  the  general  considerations  proposed  by  Professor  Henry 
as  guides  in  adopting  a  plan  of  organization,  a  committee  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  of  Boston,  say  that  "  they 
command  the  entire  assent  of  the  committee,"  and  proceed  to  discuss 
favorably  the  various  provisions  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  furnished  by  the  programme.  This  committee  consisted 
of  such  scholars  as  Everett,  Sparks,  and  Longfellow,  and  such  men  of 
science  as  Peirce  and  Grav. 

Since  the  appointment  of  this  committee  Professor  Peirce,  of  Har- 
vard University,  has  renewed  his  testimony  to  the  wisdom  of  the  plan 
of  organization  and  has  spoken  further  in  relation  to  the  efllciency  of 
its  execution.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  this  committee 
he  says: 

Of  all  men  none  can  be  more  sensible  of  the  value  of  the  great  storehouses  of  the 
wisdom  of  past  ages  than  they  who  are  obliged  to  resort  to  them  in  the  development 
of  their  own  researches.  The  knowledge  which  has  already  been  given  to  the  world, 
and  which  is  accumulated  in  the  library,  stimulates  and  invigorates  the  mind  for 
original  thoughts  and  supplies  important  materials  for  investigation;  it  is  to  the 
author  what  the  collection  of  models  in  the  Patent  OflBce  is  to  the  inventor;  but, 
nevertheless,  the  increase  of  knowledge  depends  chiefly  upon  the  native  vigor  of 
intellect,  and  its  diffusion  is  performed  by  the  press.  To  the  strong  mind  the  collec- 
tions of  the  Vatican  are  a  golden  opportunity,  richer  than  the  mineral  harvest  of 
California,  but  not  richer  than  the  hills  and  streams  which  abound  within  every 
man's  sight;  not  richer  than  the  stone  beneath  our  feet,  on  which  is  written  the 
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history  of  the  world;  than  the  leaf  of  the  forest,  on  which  is  inscribed  the  thoq^t 
of  its  Creator;  or  than  the  cloud,  in  the  lightnings  of  which  the  laws  and  the  glory 
of  Grod  are  aa  distinctly  revealed  to  the  faithful  of  the  present  generation  as  thejr 
were  upon  Mount  Sinai. 

The  valuable  contributions  to  knowledge  which  have  already  been  made  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  are  a  living  proof  that  vast  libraries  are  not  neceseary  to 
the  development  of  new  thoughts.  If  you  will  compare  these  memoirs  with  the 
scientific  productions  of  the  same  period  in  Europe,  you  may  find  them  perchance 
inferior  in  erudition,  but  not  in  profoundness  and  originality  of  thought  Do  yoa 
believe  that  Smithson,  who  was  himself  engaged  in  chemical  investigation,  oomld 
have  intended  a  library  by  his  words  ''an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffoskm 
of  knowledge  among  men?"  If  you  will  examine  his  9  memoirs  to  the  Rojral 
Society,  of  which  he  was  an  active  member,  and  his  18  other  contributions  to 
science,  you  will  not  find  one  of  them  that  required  a  library  for  its  production. 
Each  was  the  natural  growth  of  a  deeply  thinking  mind.  Smithson  was  emphat- 
ically a  maker  and  not  a  collector  of  books;  and  in  the  scientific  circle  to  which  he 
belonged  the  ordinary  use  of  language  would  have  totally  precluded  the  interpreta- 
tion which  some  men  of  quite  a  different  cast  of  mind  have  presumed  to  impose 
upon  his  words.  Expand  his  largeness  of  expression  to  its  utmost  extent;  indode 
in  it  all  that  a  generous  mind  like  his  own  would  desire  it  to  embrace;  but  let  it  not 
be  cramped  and  twisted  out  of  shape  and  so  forced  from  its  original  design  that  it 
shall  wholly  fail  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  munificent  testator. 

Most  earnestly,  then,  in  the  name  of  science,  and  especially  of  American  sdenoe, 
do  I  protest  against  such  a  gross  perversion  of  this  important  trust.  I  assure  yon, 
sir,  that  the  great  body  of  scientific  men  throughout  the  country  warmly  appirove 
Professor  Henry's  plan  of  conducting  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  regard  it  as  a 
faithful  exponent  of  the  almost  undivided  opinion  of  scientific  and  learned  men  as 
to  the  proper  execution  of  Smithson's  will  and  the  law  of  Congress. 

Professor  Agassiz,  also  of  Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  whoee 
fame  as  a  nataralist  is  second  to  that  of  no  man  living,  has  given,  in  a 
letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  the  strongest  expression  of 
his  favorable  opinion  of  the  working  of  the  Institution.  The  com- 
mittee has  space  here  only  for  an  extract  from  the  letter  referred  to: 

Smithson  had  already  made  his  will  and  left  his  fortune  to  the  Royal  Society  ol 
London  when  certain  scientific  papers  were  offered  to  that  learned  body  for  publi- 
cation. Notwithstanding  his  efforts  to  have  them  published  in  their  Transactional 
they  were  refused;  upon  which  he  changed  his  will  and  made  his  bequest  to  Hie 
United  States.  It  would  be  easy  to  collect  in  London  more  minute  information  opon 
this  occurrence,  and  should  it  appear  desirable,  I  think  I  could  put  the  committee  in 
the  way  of  learning  all  the  circumstances.  Nothing  seems  to  me  to  indicate  more 
plainly  what  were  the  testator's  views  respecting  the  best  means  of  promoting  sdeoee 
than  this  fact  I  will  not  deny  the  great  importance  of  libraries,  and  no  one  has  Mi 
more  keenly  the  want  of  an  extensive  scientific  library  than  I  have  since  I  have  been 
in  the  United  States;  but,  after  all,  libraries  are  only  tools  of  a  secondary  valoe  lo 
those  who  are  really  endowed  by  nature  with  the  power  of  making  original  researches 
and  thus  increasing  knowledge  among  men.  And  though  the  absence  or  defidency 
of  libraries  is  nowhere  so  deeply  felt  as  in  America,  the  application  of  the  funds  ol 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  the  formation  of  a  library  beyond  the  requirements 
of  the  daily  progress  of  science  would  only  be,  in  my  humble  opinion,  a  perversion 
of  the  real  object  of  the  trust,  inasmuch  as  it  would  tend  to  secure  facilities  only  to 
the  comparatively  small  number  of  American  students  who  may  have  the  time  and 
means  to  visit  Washington  when  they  wish  to  consult  a  library.    Such  an  applicattaii 
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of  the  funds  would  indeed  lessen  the  ability  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  accom- 
plish its  great  object,  which  is  declared  by  its  founder  to  be  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men,  to  the  full  extent  to  which  they  may  be  spent  to  increase 
unduly  the  library. 

Moreover,  American  students  have  a  just  claim  upon  their  own  country  for  such 
local  facilities  as  the  accumulation  of  books  affords. 

If  I  am  allowed,  in  conclusion,  to  state  my  personal  impression  respecting  the 
management  of  the  Institution  thus  far,  I  would  only  express  my  concurrence  with 
the  plan  of  active  operations  adopted  by  the  Regents,  which  has  led  to  the  publication 
of  a  series  of  volumes  equal  in  scientific  value  to  any  productions  of  the  same  kind 
issued  by  learned  societies  anywhere. 

The  distribution  of  the  Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge  has  already  car- 
ried the  name  of  the  Institution  to  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world  and  conveyed  with 
them  such  evidence  of  the  intellectual  activity  of  America  as  challenges  everywhere 
admiration;  a  result  which  could  hardly  be  obtained  by  applying  the  resources  of 
the  Institution  to  other  purposes. 

3.  Additional  legislation. 

From  what  has  been  already  said  it  may  well  be  inferred  that  the 
committee  have  been  unable  to  see  anything,  either  in  the  provisions  of 
the  law  or  the  administration  of  the  Institution,  which  requires  reform 
by  additional  legislation.  Indeed,  they  could  not  imagine  on  what 
ground  additional  legislation  could  be  demanded  if  they  had  not  been 
informed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Meacham,  who  presented  the  resolution 
under  which  the  committee  was  appointed.  That  gentleman  was  invited 
to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  committee,  was  authorized  to  present 
charges  and  specifications  upon  any  branch  of  the  subject  referred  to 
them,  as  also  to  direct  summons  for  witnesses,  and.  to  conduct  the 
examination  whenever  he  desired  to  do  so.  He  pointed  out  only  two 
particulars  as  requiring  additional  legislation. 

The  first  was  "that  additional  legislation  was  needed  to  secure  im- 
partiality toward  authors  who  apply  for  the  publication  of  their 
researches."  No  instance  of  partiality  or  injustice  in  this  respect  has 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  committee  by  proof  or  by  allegation. 
The  idea  seems  to  have  been  advanced  for  the  first  time  by  one  of  the 
assistants  of  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Jewett,  in  a  communication  addressed 
to  a  special  committee  of  the  Regents  in  the  year  1854. 

The  argument  there  made  by  Mr.  Jewett  has  been  abbreviated  by 
Mr.  Meacham,  and  may  be  stated  a8  objecting  that  the  power  of  accept- 
ing or  rejecting  a  memoir  presented  for  publication  is  virtually  in  the 
hands  of  one  man. 

The  practice  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London  is  stated  as  being  far 
preferable.  On  this  point  the  committee  would  remark  that  the 
same  plan  can  not  be  adopted  by  the  Institution  because,  as  the  com- 
mittee has  been  informed,  it  has  no  fellows  from  whom  an  examining 
council  of  twenty-one  members  may  be  selected;  and  if  the  plan 
could  be  adopted,  the  committee  do  not  think  it  is  as  good  as  the  one 
which  the  Regents  have  chosen.     In  the  present  state  of  knowledge 
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the  several  branches  can  scarcely  be  represented  by  twenty -one  indi- 
viduals, and  it  may  occur  in  case  of  a  particular  paper  that  not  a 
single  member  of  the  council  is  fully  competent  to  decide  upon  its 
merits.  The  Institution  is  not  thus  restricted;  it  has  at  its  command 
the  learning  of  the  whole  country,  and  is  not  even  confined  in  its 
choice  of  examiners  to  men  of  science  at  home,  but  can  select  them 
from  distinguished  individuals  abroad. 

The  rules  adopted  by  the  Regents  are  in  this  respect  few  and  sim- 
ple and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  sufficient.  They  have  pro- 
vided in  their  programme  of  organization  as  follows: 

First.  No  memoir  on  subjects  of  physical  science  to  be  accepted  for 
publication  which  does  not  furnish  a  positive  addition  to  human 
knowledge,  resting  on  original  research;  and  all  unverified  specula- 
tions to  be  rejected. 

Second.  Each  memoir  presented  to  the  Institution  to  be  submitted 
for  examination  to  a  commission  of  persons  of  reputation  for  learning 
in  the  branch  to  which  the  memoir  pei*tains;  and  to  be  accepted  for 
publication  only  in  case  the  report  of  this  commission  is  favorable. 

Third.  The  commission  to  be  chosen  by  the  officers  of  the  Instita- 
tion,  and  the  name  of  the  author,  as  far  as  practicable,  concealed 
unless  a  favorable  decision  be  made. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  there  is  nothing  like  a  "star  chamber  of 
science"  in  this  part  of  the  plan  of  the  Institution.  The  opinion  of  the 
conmiission  is  formed  upon  the  merits  of  the  work  or  paper,  and  oaa 
not  be  aflfected  by  partiality  for  or  prejudice  against  the  author,  whose 
name  is  unknown  to  them. 

If  any  author  should  feel  himself  aggrieved  by  the  appointment  of 
an  incompetent  or  prejudiced  commission,  he  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
presenting  a  complaint  to  the  Board  of  Regents,  by  whom  another 
commission  may  be  named.  In  fact,  no  well-founded  complaint  on 
this  score  has  yet  been  made,  so  far  as  has  been  shown  to  this  commit- 
tee, and  the  danger  complained  of  seems  to  them  only  speculative  and 
fanciful.  The  Board  of  Regents  have  full  power  to  remedy  whatever 
may  be  wrong  in  the  practical  working  of  this  part  of  the  plan,  and  it 
will  be  time  enough  to  ask  the  interference  of  Congress  when  the  evils 
which  are  now  only  conjectural  shall  be  realized. 

Mr.  Meacham  suggests  ^Hhat  the  Institution  should  be  placed  in 
such  a  position  that  legal  redress  may  be  gained  by  those  who  are 
improperly  deprived  of  their  rights." 

It  is  true  that  the  Institution  is  not  a  corporation  capable  of  suing  or 
being  sued.  But  no  practical  evils  have  as  yet  resulted  from  the 
refusal  of  Congress  to  make  the  establishment  an  incorporation.  It  is 
a  peculiar  establishment.  Its  operations  are  simple  and  few.  Its  con* 
tracts  are  such  as  can  seldom  form  the  subject  of  controversy.  If  the 
Institution  should  find  necessity  for  legal  redress,  there  is  nothing  t6 
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prevent  the  President,  who  is  a  member  of  the  establishment,  from 
directing  a  suit  in  the  name  of  the  United  States.  If  it  denies  legal 
rights  to  any  oflBcer  or  other  person,  the  same  remedy  exists  as  in  any 
other  case  of  claim  against  the  United  States.  No  instance  of  a  denial 
of  legal  right  has  been  shown  to  the  committee.  An  attempt  to  do  so 
was  indeed  made  on  the  part  of  an  employee  of  the  Institution,  who 
claimed  to  be  entitled  to  larger  compensation  than  had  been  paid  to 
him.  But  the  attempt  was  a  signal  failure.  His  own  receipts  con- 
tradicted his  claims  and  satisfied  the  committee  that  he  had  been  paid 
all  he  could  legally  demand;  and  the  assertion  of  extraordinary  merit 
in  his  labors,  alleged  as  an  equitable  ground  of  claim,  failed  when  a 
resort  was  had  to  testimony  other  than  his  own. 

The  committee  therefore  conclude  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  addi- 
tional legislation. 

4.  Maladministmtion. 

The  first  of  Mr.  Meacham's  complaints  under  this  head  is  "that  the 
Regents  have  made  the  Secretary  the  organ  of  communication  between 
them  and  the  other  oflBcers  of  the  Institution,  cutting  oflf  other  officers 
from  direct  official  intercourse  with  the  board,  neglecting  or  refusing 
to  procure  or  make  by-laws  defining  the  position  and  power  of  persons 
employed  in  the  Institution,  and  expressing  the  opinion  that  all  the 
assistants  are  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Secretary." 

This  complaint  seems  to  be  founded  on  an  entire  misapprehension  of 
the  act  of  Congress  creating  the  Institution,  and  the  proper  relations 
of  the  Secretary  and  his  subordinates.  By  the  act  of  Congress  the 
Secretarv  is  the  sole  administrative  officer  of  the  Institution.  The 
other  officers  are  not  only  his  subordinates,  but  are  nothing  more  than 
his  assistants,  who  are  employed  to  assist  him  in  his  duties,  because  it 
is  physically  impossible  for  him  to  perform  all  of  these  duties  himself. 
The  law  charges  the  Secretary  alone  with  the  duties  enumerated,  and 
therefore  devolves  upon  him  the  sole  responsibility,  unless  when  it  is 
shared  with  the  executive  committee  of  the  Regents,  whose  functions 
are  not  precisely  defined  in  the  law,  but  who  act  as  a  board  of  control 
or  council  to  the  Secretary.  We  adopt  on  this  subject  the  reasoning 
of  the  special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Regents  in  their  report  of 
the  20th  of  May  last,  as  follows: 

The  law  is  declaratory  and  positive  in  charging  the  Secretary  with  the  enumerated 
duties,  and  therefore  invests  him  and  him  alone  with  the  corresponding  powers. 
But  as  it  must  have  been  manifest  that  no  secretary  could  be  able  of  himself  to  per- 
form personally  everything  required  for  the  discharge  of  his  enumerated  duties,  pro- 
vision is  made  for  aid  to  him  in  the  clause  which  says  that  he  "may,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  board,  employ  assistants,"  etc. 

The  positions  of  the  persons  so  employed  are  determined  by  the  word  which  desig- 
nates them  in  the  clause  authorizing  their  employment.  They  are  called  * '  assistants. ' * 
To  whom?  Not  to  the  Regents,  but  to  the  Secretary.  Their  position  is  necessarily 
subordinate;  and,  as  their  duties  are  those  of  assistants  to  their  principal,  they  can 
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no  more  be  independent  of  him  than  they  can  be  superior  to  him.  This  oonstnic- 
tion  is  so  manifestly  proper  that  it  would  seem  to  require  no  argiunent  to  justify  it 
But  if  anything  further  were  wanted  it  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  Secretary 
is  to  employ  them  in  and  about  that  very  business  with  which  he  is  charged  and 
for  which  he  alone  is  responsible.  The  character  of  this  part  of  the  section  is  per- 
missive. He  is  not  required  to  employ  anyone,  but  is  permitted  to  employ  peieoDS 
to  assist  him,  provided  he  satisfy  the  board  that  their  services  are  necessary  as  aids 
to  him. 

In  another  part  of  the  same  section  provision  is  made  for  the  payment  and,  if  need 
be,  the  removal  of  the  Secretary  and  his  assistants,  and  in  this  connection  they  are 
spoken  of  as  officers,  but  by  no  ingenuity  of  construction  can  that  word,  in  this  con- 
nection, be  held  to  assign  them  special  duties  or  confer  any  separate  authority. 

Thus  careful  has  Congress  been  to  provide  an  efficient  system  of  operations,  whidi 
can  only  come  from  harmony  of  purpose  and  unity  of  action. 

This  view  of  the  intention  of  Congress,  so  clearly  expressed  in  the  law,  woald  be 
directly  contradicted  by  the  plan  which  has  been  suggested  of  organizing  the  Insti- 
tution definitely  into  several  departments,  placing  at  the  head  of  these  depaHxoents 
different  assistants,  establishing  their  relative  positions,  prescribing  distinct  duties 
for  them,  assigning  certain  shares  of  the  income  to  be  disburseil  by  them,  and  stat- 
ing their  authority,  privileges,  and  remedies  for  infringement  of  their  official  rights, 
or  of  the  interests  intrusted  to  their  care.  All  this  would  tend,  not  to  secure  a  loyal 
and  harmonious  cooperation,  to  a  common  end,  of  the  assistants  with  the  Secretaryi 
but  to  encourage  rivalry,  to  invite  collision,  to  engender  hostility,  to  destroy  sab- 
ordination,  to  distract  the  operations  of  the  Institution,  to  impair  its  efficiency,  and 
to  destroy  its  usefulness. 

This  view  of  the  question  has  been  made  very  clear  to  the  committee 
in  the  course  of  the  examination  which  they  have  made,  and  by  the 
testimony  taken  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  Mr.  Meacham's  charges. 
AH  the  difficulties  in  the  Institution,  which  have  resulted  in  the  dis- 
missal by  the  Secretary  of  one  of  his  assistants  and  of  a  person  tempo- 
rarily employed  upon  the  meteorological  computations,  seem  to  have 
arisen  from  the  desire  of  independent  positions,  engendering  rivalry 
and  hostility,  producing  collisions  and  insubordination  utterly  incom- 
patible with  the  proper  authority  of  the  iSecretary  and  the  harmonious 
action  so  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the  Institution.  The  facts  devel- 
oped in  regard  to  those  difficulties  entirely  satisfy  your  committee  that 
it  is  not  desirable  to  have  such  by-laws  as  Mr.  Meacham  thinks  the 
Regents  should  have  made  or  procured. 

If  any  just  cause  of  complaint  by  the  assistants  against  the  Secretary 
should  arise,  they  can  at  all  times  resort  for  redress  to  the  Regents  by 
memorial  or  other  proper  form  of  application,  and  the  patience  with 
which  such  an  application,  although  entirely  without  cause,  has  been 
heard  by  the  executive  committee,  to  which  it  was  referred,  and  con- 
sidered by  the  Regents  is  quite  sufficient  to  show  how  needless  for  the 
purpose  any  by-laws  are. 

It  may  be  proper  to  say  that  the  only  section  of  the  law  in  which 
by-laws  are  mentioned  is  the  eighth,  which  seems  to  confer  the  power 
of  enacting  them  upon  the  members  of  the  establishment,  who  are  the 
President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  the  members  of 
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the  Cabinet,  except  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  (whose  Department 
was  not  created  at  the  date  of  the  act),  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  and  the  mayor  of  Washington, 
with  **such  other  persons  as  they  may  elect  honorary  members." 

The  Regents  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Secretary  has 
power  to  remove  the  assistants.  This  opinion  is  expressed  in  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  adopted  in  July  last: 

Be  it  rewlvedy  That  while  power  is  reserved  in  the  said  (seventh)  section  to  the 
Board  of  Regents  to  remove  both  the  Secretary  and  his  assistants,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Board,  power,  nevertheless,  remains  with  the  Secretary  to  remove  his  said 
assistants. 

In  this  opinion  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  and  Mr.  Ber- 
rien, who  were  absent  when  the  resolution  was  passed,  afterwards 
expressed  their  full  concurrence. 

The  committee  can  not  doubt  that  it  was  a  sound  opinion.  The  law, 
as  before  stated,  makes  the  Secretary  the  sole  administrative  officer  of 
the  Institution.  He,  and  he  alone,  is  keeper  of  the  Museum  and  libra- 
rian. The  law  puts  all  the  property  of  the  Institution  into  his  charge, 
and  authorizes  him  alone  to  appoint  assistants  to  aid  him  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  devolved  upon  him.  Had  the  act  made  no  further 
provision  on  this  head,  there  could  not  be  a  doubt  that  the  power  of 
removal  would  be  in  him,  because  it  is  an  established  principle  that 
when  the  power  to  appoint  is  conferred,  the  power  of  removal  is  inci- 
dent to  it,  unless  restrained  by  some  other  provision.  There  is  an- 
other clause  in  the  same  section  (seventh)  which  applies  as  well  to  the 
Secretary  as  to  his  assistants,  which  provides  that  ''the  said  officers 
shall  be  removable  by  the  Board  of  Regents  whenever  in  their  judg- 
ment the  interests  of  the  Institution  require  any  of  the  said  officers 
to  be  changed." 

Under  this  clause  the  question  arises  whether  it  restrains  the  inci- 
dental power  of  the  Secretary  to  remove,  or  whether,  in  addition  to 
that  incidental  power,  it  gives,  as  regards  the  assistants,  the  authority 
of  the  Board  to  make  such  removal.  Your  committee  think  the  latter 
the  sound  construction.  It  does  not  restrain  the  power  of  the  Secre- 
tary by  express  words  or  by  necessary  implication.  It  is  true  that  the 
clause  gives  to  the  Board  superior  power,  inasmuch  as  they  may 
remove  an  assistant  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary,  and 
even  against  his  wish,  but  this  power  may  well  exist  without  conflict 
with  the  incidental  authority  of  the  Secretary.  The  same  reasons 
which  cause  the  Secretary  to  be  invested  with  authority  to  appoint 
justify  and  require  his  power  to  remove.  The  Hon.  George  M.  Dal- 
las, late  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Institution,  adopts  this  view,  and  in  an  opinion  upon  this  subject  says: 

It  is  clear  that  the  act  of  CongresH  does  not  confer  upon  the  Board  of  Regents  the 
power  to  appoint  the  assistants  of  the  Secretary,  and  for  reasons  too  paipable  to 
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require  mention.  But  if  the  Secretary  has  not  himself,  under  his  own  mere  motion, 
a  right  to  remove,  it  would  be  impossible  to  imagine  reasons  why  the  power  of  orig- 
inal appointment  was  not  given  to  the  Board. 

In  other  words,  the  reasons  which  excluded  the  Board  from  appointing  are  iden- 
tically the  reasons  which  preserve  to  the  Secretary  the  power  of  removing.  It  may, 
perhaps,  render  it  more  perspicuous  to  add  that  these  reasons  are  the  official  respon- 
sibilities and  practical  personal  intercourse  of  the  Secretary  with  his  assistants. 

Besides,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  interests  of  the  Institution  might 
often  be  in  peril  if  the  power  of  removal  were  denied  to  the  Secretary. 

The  Board  of  Regents  are  not  in  session  during  a  great  part  of  the 
year.  Many  of  them  reside  at  great  distances  from  Washington,  and 
could  not  be  assembled  without  much  inconvenience  to  themselves  and 
heavy  expense  to  the  Institution.  During  this  period  it  might  be  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  remove  an  unfaithful  assistant.  He  might 
cease  to  do  that  for  which  alone  he  was  appointed,  to  assist  the  Secre- 
retary  in  the  affairs  of  the  Institution.  He  might  refuse  to  deliver 
up  to  the  Secretary  the  property  of  the  Institution  which  the  law  puts 
in  his  charge.  He  might  threaten  and  intend  to  destroy  it,  might 
treat  the  Secretary  with  personal  indignity,  and  insult  and  defame  the 
Regents,  and  spread  insubordination  throughout  the  Institution.  For 
such  conduct  there  would  be  no  prompt  and  adequate  remedy  unless 
the  Secretary  possessed  the  power  of  removal.  One  case  of  this  kind 
has  already  occurred.  A  person  in  the  employment  of  the  Institution 
has  refused  to  deliver  up  certain  papers,  the  property  of  the  Institu- 
tion, and  threatened  to  destroy  them.  He  has  also  written  a  letter, 
which  was  published  over  his  own  signature  in  a  New  York  paper, 
vilifying  the  Secretary  and  several  of  the  Regents,  by  name,  in  the 
most  abusive  language.  For  this  and  other  causes  during  the  last 
recess  of  Congress  he  was  removed  by  the  Secretary,  and,  as  the  com- 
mittee can  not  doubt,  most  justly  removed.  This  very  individual  was 
the  principal  witness  against  the  Secretary  on  the  examination  before 
your  committee. 

We  think  that  the  resolution  of  the  Regents,  above  quoted,  while 
maintaining  the  superior  authority  of  the  Board,  properly  asserted 
the  power  of  the  Secretary. 

Your  committee  regret  very  much  to  say  that  the  Secretary  was 
also  justified  in  the  removal  of  Mr.  Jewett.  His  removal  was  not 
arbitrary,  unjust,  and  oppressive.  Mr.  Jewett  is  a  man  of  talent  and 
scholastic  attainments,  but  it  is  evident,  from  his  own  testimony,  that 
he  considered  himself  as  holding  an  antagonistic  position  to  the  Secre- 
tary, as  ''having  charge  of  the  library,  and  being  considered  by  the 
public  as  the  representative  of  that  interest  in  the  Institution."  He 
construed  the  law  in  one  way;  the  Secretary  construed  it  differently. 
He  thought  and  said  that  it  would  be  treachery  in  him  to  cooperate 
with  the  Secretary,  according  to  the  latter's  construction  of  the  law. 
He  told  the  Secretary,  in  effect,  that  if  ho  attempted  to  annul  the 
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compromise  in  the  way  he  proposed,  he  would  shake  the  Institution 
to  its  centre.  It  is  evident  that  he  was  impatient  of  the  restraints  of 
a  subordinate  position,  and  entertained  feelings  toward  the  Secretary 
which  made  their  harmonious  cooperation  impossible.  In  a  paper 
which  he  submitted  to  the  special  committee  of  the  Regents  he  assailed 
the  motives  and  honor  of  the  Secretary  and  criticised  harshly  and 
unnecessarily  the  reports  of  that  officer. 

So  the  special  committee  of  seven  Regents,  with  one  exception, 
reported  to  the  Board,  declaring  that  this  paper  disclosed  feelings  of 
excessive  hostility  and  insubordination.  After  this,  it  was  manifest 
that  the  common  civilities  of  life  could  not  be  exchanged  between 
them,  and  the  interests  of  the  Institution  required  their  separation. 
The  Board  of  Regents  accordingly  passed  a  resolution,  in  January 
last,  approving  of  Mr.  Jewett's  removal. 

Mr.  Meacham  also  charged  the  Secretary  with  claiming  and  exer- 
cising the  right  to  open  and  read  letters  directed  to  his  subordinates. 
The  evidence  satisfied  the  committee  that  the  Secretary  had  neither 
claimed  nor  exercised  any  improper  authority  in  this  respect.  He 
expressly  disclaimed  any  desire  or  authority  to  inspect  the  private 
letters  of  his  subordinates.  Their  correspondence,  in  regard  to  the 
business  of  the  Institution,  he  properly  claimed  to  be  entitled  to 
examine  and  control.  In  the  absence  of  the  subordinates  he  did  con- 
sider himself  at  liberty  to  open  letters  addressed  to  them  which  were 
evidently  of  an  official  character;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  actually 
exercised  this  authority,  the  claim  of  which  seems  to  have  been  mis- 
understood by  one  of  his  assistants,  and  grossly  perverted  by  another 
person,  under  the  influence  of  hostile  and  unjustly  suspicious  feelings. 

The  charge  of  denying  scientific  right  and  refusing  to  take  full 
measures  for  adjusting  the  claim  of  Mr.  Blodget  was  entirely  refuted, 
both  by  documentary  evidence  and  the  testimony  of  a  disinterested 
party. 

These  latter  charges  of  maladministration  seemed  to  your  committee 
not  to  come  precisely  within  the  scope  of  the  instructions  of  the  reso- 
lution under  which  the  committee  was  appointed.  The  Board  of 
Regents  might  properly  have  investigated  them,  and  undoubtedly 
would  have  done  so  if  asked  by  the  parties  concerned.  But  as  testi- 
mony was  taken  in  relation  to  them,  the  committee  feel  lx)und  to  say 
that  they  have  not  been  sustained,  and  that  they  consider  the  Secretary 
as  entirely  relieved  from  the  charge  of  maladministration  in  every 
particular.  They  believe  that  the  Regents  and  the  Secretary  have 
managed  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  wisely,  faithfully,  and  judi- 
ciously; that  there  is  no  necessity  for  further  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject; that  if  the  Institution  be  allowed  to  continue  the  plan  which  has 
been  adopted,  and  so  far  pui'sued  with  unquestionable  success,  it  will 
satisfy  all  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  the  puiposes  of  Smithson's 
will,  by  "increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge  among  men." 
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Mr.  C.  W.  Upham.  I  would  now  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  for  leave  to  introduce  and  have  passed  a  resolution  authorizing 
the  payment  of  the  clerk  of  that  select  committee  for  the  time  during 
which  he  has  been  employed. 

there  was  no  objection,  and  the  resolution  was  reported,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  of  the  House  on  the  Smithsonian  Institntioii 
be  allowed  to  make  compensation,  at  the  usual  rate,  to  a  clerk  for  the  period  of  hia 
services. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution  was  passed. 

The  House  having  gone  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  James  Meacham,  of  Vermont,  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  was  not  my  intention  to  offer  any  remarks  during 
this  session  with  reference  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  After 
mature  delibemtion  and  consultation  with  judicious  friends  of  learn* 
ing,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  affairs  of  that  establishment 
required  investigation.  I  proposed  the  matter  to  this  House.  They 
sustained  the  proposition,  and  appointed  a  special  committee  of  inquiry. 
To  them  I  hoped  the  matter  would  be  left  till  their  report  should  be 
presented.  I  believed,  sir,  that  in  the  hands  of  a  select  committee  of 
this  House,  the  interests  of  literature  and  science  connected  with  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  would  be  safe. 

But  the  unexpected  course  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
English]  in  stepping  forward  to  eulogize  the  Institution  before  it  had 
been  attacked  here  seems  to  require  me  briefly  to  explain  and  defend 
my  position.  For  such  explanation  and  defense,  I  may,  in  the  nuun, 
rely  on  the  able  and  important  report  presented  by  the  select  coDd- 
mittee,  which,  for  that  purpose,  I  propose,  in  substance,  to  insert  in 
my  speech,  confining  my  own  remarks  to  some  topics  not  alluded  to. 
by  the  committee. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  and  some  others,  seem  disposed  to 
view  this  investigation  as  indicating  deliberate  hostility;  as  intended 
to  give  ^Ho  the  disappointed  and  dissatisfied  an  opportunity  of  aasMlr. 
ing  the  Institution  at  the  public  expense;"  as  manifesting  disrespaofc 
to  the  distinguished  and  honored  gentlemen  concerned  in  conducting 
its  affairs,  particularly  by  clothing  this  committee  with  power  to  aeii^ 
for  persons  and  papers.     Sir,  I  do  not  yield  to  the  honorable  gentlem^ifi 
in  my  sincere  attachment  to  the  cause  of  knowledge,  whether  in  the  fon|^ 
of  litemture  or  of  science.     But  the  very  devotion  which  I  feel  leadfL 
me  to  wish  to  keep  its  fountains  clean.     I  would  not  willingly  lend  . 
myself  to  the  aid  of  wanton  and  wicked  assaults,  nor  is  it  to  be  WiXff^^ 
posed  that  this  committee  would  be  less  scrupulous;  but  I  believe  tl^,; 
''the  disappointed  and  dissatisfied"  may  sometimes  deserve,  or  need*. ' 
protection,  and  redress.     I  would  not  be  wanting  in  respect  for  meif  ^ 
in  exalted  positions;  but  I  know  that  under  the  authority  of  the 
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and  most  elevated,  abuses  may  arise  and  require  investigation,  though 
not  the  imputation  of  individual  blame.  I  am  not  the  first  member  of 
the  Board  of  Regents  who  has  believed  that  the  Institution  had 
departed  from  the  course  marked  out  for  it  by  Congress.  One  who 
had  a  large  share  in  shaping  its  charter,  within  the  first  three  years  of 
its  history  declared  in  his  place  in  this  House  that  he  ^'believed  the 
Board  of  Regents  would  be  and  ought  to  have  been  long  since  made 
acquainted  with  its  direct  responsibility  to  the  power  that  had  created 
it."  And  lately  a  very  distinguished  member  of  the  Board  resigned 
his  seat  in  consequence  of  his  conviction  that  the  administration  of  the 
Institution  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  law. 

In  this  country  there  is,  perhaps,  no  precedent  for  an  investigation 
in  all  respects  like  this  simply  because,  before  the  existence  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  there  had  not  been,  under  the  direction  of 
our  Government,  any  establishment  for  the  promotion  of  knowledge 
in  general.  But  we  are  not  at  a  loss  for  precedents.  The  British 
Museum  served  as  a  model  with  many  of  those  actively  engaged  in 
framing  the  charter  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  It  is  under  Gov- 
ernment (control.  During  the  last  twenty  years  its  affairs  have  twice 
been  made  the  subject  of  investigations  by  select  committees  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  once  by  a  special  royal  commission.  The 
committees  and  the  commission  were  each  clothed  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers.  That  institution  was  under  the  management 
of  the  highest  dignitaries  and  the  first  noblemen  of  the  realm. 

In  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  appointment  of  one 
of  these  committees,  Mr.  Warburton  quoted  the  complaints  of  Sir 
Humphry  Davy,  that  *'  there  must  be  a  general  change  in  everything 
belonging  to  the  Institution  before  a  proper  system  of  radical  improve- 
ment could  be  affected;"  and  Mr.  Hume  declared  ''  that  it  was  impera- 
tive on  the  gentlemen  connected  with  that  Institution  to  defend 
themselves,  and  unless  the}'  make  a  good  defense,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  Parliament  to  allow  them  to  continue  in  their  present  con- 
dition." 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  follow  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  through  his  remarks.  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  few  of  the 
most  important  points.  The  gentleman  maintains  that  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  have  been  observed.  This  is  the  main  issue 
between  the  two  parties  to  this  Smithsonian  controversy,  and  is  ably 
discussed  in  the  report  of  the  select  committee. 

The  view  which  the  committee  have  taken  of  the  meaning  of  the 
law  was  that  of  the  first  Regents,  fresh  from  their  laboi-s  in  framing 
the  charter,  and  unbiased  by  influences  subsequently  brought  to  bear 
upon  them. 

On  the  second  day  of  their  first  session  a  committee  was  appointed 
upon  the  clause  requiring  the  appropriation  for  a  library,  and  in- 
H.  Doc.  732 38 
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BtrufU'd  "to  prepare  a  report  upon  the  aubjert  of  the  formation  of 
Bueh  a  library,  indicating  its  general  character,"  etc 

In  their  report,  which  was  long  and  elaborate,  the  committee  say: 


Tliey  see  in  the  language  of  the  act,  which  the  R«genta  arc  created  to  ai 
anil  in  the  liietory  of  the  passage  of  that  act,  a  clear  intimation  that  such  a  library 
was  rcgardeil  by  Congreaa  as  prominent  among  the  more  iin|>ortant  means  of  incrcM- 
inganildiHusing  knowledge  among  men.  This  intimation  they  think  should  contral, 
in  A  great  degree,  the  acts  of  the  Regen'ta  They  will  not,  however,  withhold  tbft 
expression  that  the  apparent  policy  of  Congicsa  in  this  particular  is  marked  by  pro- 
found wisdom,  that  it  rests  on  a  right  of  conetruction  of  the  terms,  and  an  entuiged 
appreciation  uf  the  spirit  of  the  bequest. 

They  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $20,000  of  the  income  "for 
the  present"  to  the  library,  independent  of  salaries,  and  this  recom- 
mendation was  adopted.  I  pause  to  remark,  that  if  thi;s  resolution  had 
been  carried  out,  we  should  even  now  have  much  the  largest  library 
in  this  country.  Itwould  be  something  to  have,  to  see,  to  u3e,togrow, 
and  I  aisk  you  to  place  beside  this  the  half  dozen  quarto  and  the  ball 
dozen  octavo  volumes  published  by  the  Institution,  and  tell  me  which 
you  would  prefer}  Which  would  tend  most  for  the  increase  and  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge} 

Instead  of  this  library  what  have  we?  Why,  sir,  a  meager  collection 
of  some  14,000  volumes,  besides  pamphlets,  etc.,  made  up  i)f  lopynght 
books,  imperfect  sets  of  periodicals  and  publications  of  stuicties.  and 
university  theses — with  doubtless  a  good  proportion  of  important  and 
valuable  works;  but  the  whole  how  insignificant  in  comparison  with 
the  great  and  noble  design!  We  have  heard  it  stated  that  the  libi-ary 
is  worth  $40,000.  This  is  a  preposterously  exaggerated  e^tilnate,  I 
do  not  believe  that  an  intelligent  bookseller  could  be  found  who  would 
value  it  at  a  third  of  the  suml  If  the  value  of  the  museum  and  appa- 
ratus be  equally  exaggerated  we  must  abate  largely  from  fhc  taunted 
possessions  of  the  Institution;  and  then,  sir,  this  library  is  cramped 
into  inconvenient  and  uncomfortable  quarters,  and  shut  up  from  the 
public,  at  a  time,  too,  when  there  is  an  unusual  concourse  of  people  at 
the  Institution. 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  present  difficulties,  I  particularly  demur  to 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  He  represents  the  ques- 
tion to  have  been  whether  the  funds  should  be  used  to  build  up  a  libraiy 
as  a  paramount  object,  or  whether  they  should  be  applied,  not  only  for 
a  library,  but  for  such  other  purposes  as  the  Regents  might  think  would 
best  accord  with  the  will  of  Smithson  and  the  act  of  Congres.>s.  Not  so, 
sir.  The  present  difficulty  originated  in  a  proposition  lo  iinnul  the 
"compromise"  which  divided  the  income  equally  between  the  library 
and  the  museum  on  one  part,  and  publications,  researches,  mid  lectures 
on  the  other;  for  the  purpose  of  giving  more  to  the  latter  clepartmeot^ 
making  that  a  paramount  and  controlling  interest. 

Let  me  brielly  explain  this  compromise. 
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The  first  sense  of  the  Regents  respecting  the  library  was  soon  eon- 
tested  under  a  new  reading  of  the  law,  one  which  made  the  section 
authorizing  the  Regents  to  dispose  of  the  possible  surplus  or  residuum 
the  chief  clause  of  the  act  overriding  all  the  rest  and  overruling  all 
other  details.  Under  this  construction  new  purposes  were  to  be 
introduced;  purposes  dissimilar  to  those  provided;  purposes  which 
had  been  proposed  to  and  discussed  and  rejected  by  Congress — namely, 
the  publication  of  books  and  the  instituting  of  scientific  researches. 

The  early  days  of  the  Institution  seemed  likely  to  be  embittered  by 
controversy  resulting  from  this  new  movement,  but  in  a  magnanimous 
spirit  of  conciliation  the  friends  of  the  library  agreed  to  a  "com- 
promise" dividing  the  income  after  the  building  should  be  completed 
equally  between  the  library  and  museum  on  one  side,  and  publications, 
researches,  and  lectures  on  the  other. 

The  friends  of  the  librarv  reconciled  their  course  with  the  law  thus: 
If  $20,000  a  year  be  expended  for  books  during  the  four  or  five  years 
while  the  building  is  in  progress  we  shall  gather  a  considerable  library, 
and  then  we  may  be  justified  in  believing  that  for  the  future  the  share 
that  will  come  to  the  library  under  the  compromise  may  be  considered 
as  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  law,  the  friends  of  the  scientific 
scheme  will  be  propitiated,  and  perpetual  harmony  secured. 

I  think,  sir,  that  they  strained  their  discretion,  but  they  acted  in  the 
spirit  of  conciliation  worthy  of  a  fairer  requital  than  it  has  met. 

Let  this  matter  be  distinctly  understood.  The  friends  of  the  library 
did  not  begin  this  controversy.  They  held  to  the  compromise,  atid 
asked  only  that  it  should  be  faithfully  administered.  They  demanded 
no  more  for  the  library  than  it  was  entitled  to  under  the  compromise. 
They  did  not  ask  that  it  should  be  made  the  paramount  interest 
(although  some  of  us  believe  that  such  is  its  legal  position).  We  were 
content  to  abide  by  the  compact;  we  so  voted.  It  was  the  propo- 
sition coming  from  the  advocates  of  the  publication  system  to  annul 
the  compromise  and  reduce  the  library  to  the  condition  of  a  mere 
appendage  of  the  new  purposes  that  led  to  discussion,  and  finally, 
through  much  irritation,  to  our  present  position. 

We  are  not  in  any  wise  responsible  for  these  diflSculties.  We  plant 
ourselves  on  the  law.  For  the  sake  of  peace  we  have  been  willing  to 
adhere  to  the  compromise.  We  have  had  reason  to  raise  the  contro- 
vei*sy  on  other  grounds,  for  although  the  resolution  of  the  board  giv- 
ing $20,000  of  the  income  to  the  library  was  not  repealed,  the  money 
was  withheld.  As  an  offset  the  compromise  was  to  be  observed 
before  the  finishing  of  the  building.  We  think  it  was  not  fairly 
administered.  We  did  not,  however,  take  issue  on  that  point,  but 
only  on  the  formal  proposition  to  rescind. 

We  may  not  inaptly  retort  insinuations  of  illiberality.  We  hold  to 
the  law,  and  the  law  requires  a  universal  library,  one  '''composed  of 
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valuable  works  in  all  departments  of  knowledge;"  one  for  the  man  of 
science,  the  artist,  the  mechanic,  the  historian,  the  scholar,  the  seeker 
of  knowledge  of  whatever  name;  one  open  to  men  of  all  States  and  all 
nations.  But  we  are  called  upon  to  yield  up  everything  to  men  of 
science.  The  scientific  men  are  down  upon  us,  as  if  their  ci-aft  were 
in  danger.  They  come  in  societies,  and  as  individuals.  Smithson, 
though  a  chemist  and  member  of  the  Royal  Societ}-,  appears  to  have 
been  a  man  of  general  culture,  and  to  have  had  sympathy  for  *'  knowl- 
edge" without  any  restrictive  epithets.  By  consulting  solely  the 
wishes  of  one  particular  class  of  the  devotees  of  knowledge,  who 
cherish  only  what  is  called  science,  we  should  limit  his  intentions. 

And  give  np  to  party  what  was  meant  for  mankind. 

I  have  not  sought  letters  of  recommendation  for  the  library  plan, 
nor  have  others  for  me.  I  doubt  not  I  could  have  obtained  thou- 
sands. To  show  them  on  either  side  seems  to  me  idle  pai*ade.  We 
doubt  not  that  librarians  in  Athens  and  Paris  are  glad  to  get  hand- 
some books  from  America  and  are  ready  to  praise  them  before  our 
traveling  countrymen.  'Tis  polite  to  do  so.  We  doubt  not  that 
scientific  men  like  to  have  means  of  publishing  their  works,  too  heavy 
for  booksellers.  We  need  not  here  doubt  that  it  may  sometimes  be 
useful  to  publish,  gratuitously,  books  that  people  do  not  care  enough 
about  to  buy.  But  the  question  here  is.  Can  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion lawfully  devote  itself  to  such  a  pui-poso  exclusively  or  principally  t 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  puts  prominently  forward  the  &Gt 
that  the  funds  of  the  Institution  have  not  been  squandered.  This 
seems  irrelevant,  for  it  had  not  been  so  charged.  But  be  thinks  it  s 
high  meed  of  praise  that  its  capital  has  been  augmented.  If  Che 
object  of  the  Institution  were  the  increase  of  its  wealth  this  woiddi 
indeed  be  just  cause  for  satisfaction.  But,  sir,  this  establishment  WW 
created  not  to  hoard  money,  not  to  speculate  upon  it,  not  to  increase 
its  income,  but  to  spend  money  "for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge."  We  want  knowledge  more  than  gold.  We  have  no 
commission  to  accumulate  for  future  benefit,  but  to  spend  for  con- 
tinual profit.     We  should  remember, 


There  is  that  scattereth  and  yet  increaseth;  and  there  is  that  withholdeth 
than  is  meet,  but  it  tendeth  to  poverty. 

It  is  asked,  If  Smithson  intended  a  library  would  he  not  have  said 
so?  I  reply  by  asking.  If  he  had  meant  a  learned  society  would  he 
not  have  said  so?  He  knew  all  about  learned  societies  and  seems  to 
have  become  dissatisfied  with  them.  I  can  not  suppose  that  he  meent 
to  indicate  anything  in  particular  and  exclusively;  but  I  suppose  he' 
intended  to  give  his  money  to  whatever  the  United  States,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  its  Government,  might  deem  best  suited  to  promote  his 
general  pui-pose. 
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For  one,  sir,  I  suppose  that  Smithson  regarded  the  foundation  of  a 
"Smithsonian  Institution"  from  his  property  as  only  a  possibilityi 
Look  at  the  facts.  He  left  the  income  of  his  property  for  life  to  a 
nephew,  and  the  property  "absolutely  and  forever"  to  the  descend- 
ants  of  the  nephew,  if  he  had  any,  "legitimate  or  illegitimate."  The 
nephew  was  a  young  man  leading  a  roving  life  in  France  and  Italy. 
What  was  the  chance  that  the  contingency  would  ever  arrive  when 
the  United  States  could  claim  the  legacy — that  of  failure  of  descend- 
ants of  the  nephew?  A  sentence  has  been  quoted  from  one  of  his 
papers  to  the  purport  that  his  name  would  live  in  the  memories  of 
men  when  the  titles  of  the  Percvs  and  Northumberlands  were  extinct 
or  forgotten,  and  it  seems  to  be  inferred  that  he  was  then  thinking  of 
this  Institution.  But  it  is  altogether  more  likely  he  was  thinking 
of  the  articles  which  he  had  published  in  the  Philosophical  Transac- 
tions. Every  scientific  man  deems  the  acceptance  of  his  articles  there 
a  sure  passport  to  immoi*tality;  and  this  view  is  rendered  more  proba- 
ble by  what  is  asserted,  that  he  took  such  offense  at  the  rejection  of 
one  of  his  papers  by  the  Royal  Society  as  to  change  his  will.  But  I 
do  not,  after  all,  see  the  applicability  of  this;  for  the  name  of  Smith- 
son  would  be  as  much  attached  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  live 
with  it  as  long  and  as  honorably  if  that  Institution  becomes  what  Con- 
gress intended,  as  if  it  becomes  anything  else.  Is  not  the  British 
Museum  or  the  Bodleian  Library  as  well  known  as  any  other  institu- 
tion in  the  world? 

To  the  phrase  "active  operations"  I  will  devote  a  passing  word. 

The  publication  of  books  and  the  assumption  of  researches  have  been 
called  "active  operations,"  as  if  ever3'thing  else  were  in  comparison 
but  standstill.  I  should  have  liked  to  see  activity  in  finishing  the  build- 
ing and  in  filling  it  with  the  stores  of  knowledge.  Active  operations  of 
this  kind  would  have  tended  "to  stimulate  and  invigorate  the  mmd 
for  original  thought,  and  supply  important  materials  for  investiga- 
tion," to  use  the  language  of  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  has  been  quoted 
to  show  that  anything  but  an  exclusive  devotion  of  this  fund  to  science 
is  a  "gross  peiTcrsion"  of  the  trust.  It  has  been  repeated  to  me  that 
another  of  these  gentlemen  was  in  the  habit  a  few  years  ago  of  saying, 
"  You  can  do  nothing  for  science  in  this  country  till  you  have  books — 
large  libraries;"  and  this  he  said  in  special  reference  to  the  Smith- 
sonian library.  But  then,  sir,  the  Smithsonian  question  had  not 
become  one  of  physical  science  versus  everything  else. 

One  gentleman  refers  to  the  great  Humboldt  as  not  the  possessor  of 
a  private  library.  But  he  had  constant  access  to  the  Royal  Libi*ary  of 
Berlin,  one  of  the  best  in  the  world.  Now,  what  we  want  is  to  fur- 
nish scientific  and  literary  men  in  this  country  with  such  public  facili- 
ties for  research  that  they  will  not,  on  the  one  hand,  be  obliged  to 
expend  their  limited  means  in  buying  themselves,  nor,  on  the  other, 
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abandon  their  researches  for  the  want  of  books.  For  us  this  case  of 
Humboldt  is  remarkably  apropos. 

In  order  to  show  how  intensely  active  these  "active  operations'' 
are,  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  has  quoted  a  long  list  of  works  pub- 
lished by  the  Institution.  But,  sir,  you  will  probabl}'^  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  octavo  pamphlets,  making  in 
all  only  about  1,000  pages,  the  first  six  titles  include  the  whole  that 
follow.  The  rest  are  merely  the  table  of  contents  of  the  first  six. 
Six  quarto  volumes  making  less  than  3,000  pages  and  about  enough  in 
octavo  to  make  a  volume  of  1,000  pages  exhibit  the  sum  and  substance 
of  the  "active  operations"  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  f or  e^ht 
years — say  500  pages,  great  and  small,  a  year. 

I  have  heard  it  argued  that  the  "active  operations"  are  justifiable 
on  the  ground  that  Congress  ordained  a  laboratory,  that  a  laboratory 
implies  researches,  and  researches  must  be  published.  But,  sir,  I 
have  looked  through  the  Smithsonian  publications,  and  made  inquiries 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  what  results  they  contain,  procured  at 
the  Smithsonian  laboratory.  I  could  find  none.  I  asked  where  are 
the  Smithsonian  researches?  Where  are  the  "  new  truths"  which  have 
been  developed  at  the  Smithsonian  ?  The  books  published  were  con- 
tributed to  knowledge  by  the  authors  who  wrote  them,  for  the  most 
part  without  pay.  The  Smithsonian  merely  published  them.  The 
Smithsonian  laboratory  is  next  to  nothing,  and  nothing  but  experi- 
ments and  illustrations  for  lectures  have  come  from  it,  as  yet,  so  &r 
as  I  can  find. 

Now  these  operations  are  held  up  as  the  exponent  of  American 
activity  in  discovering  new  truths.  I  do  not  find  any  very  efficacioiis 
activit}^  and,  as  to  the  proportion  of  absolutel}'  new  tiniths  due 
directly  to  the  Smithsonian  among  these  publications,  I  fear  thifPf 
would,  notwithstanding  all  the  talk  about  them, 

Should  some  cold  critic  dare  to  melt  them  down, 
Roll  in  his  crucible  a  shapeless  mass, 
A  grain  of  gold  leaf  to  a  pound  of  brass. 

I  do  not,  sir,  by  any  means  object  to  these  publications  on  tbH 
ground  that  they  do  not  contain  new  truths.  I  go  for  truth,  old  tft 
new,  but  I  object  to  the  holding  them  up  before  the  world  as  the  meas- 
ure of  American  active  operations  in  the  discovery  of  truth  and  m 
conveying  the  idea  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  the  great  acti^ 
truth-discovering  engine  of  American  science.  The  idea  that  it  has 
been  so,  or  would  become  so,  although  it  has  done  more  than  allfilse 
to  encourage  the  present  course  of  the  Institution,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
fallacious.  It  can  not,  I  think,  be  too  strongly  represented  that  dis- 
coveries are  not  made  by  direct  active  operations  of  societies  Bnj^ 
where,  but  by  the  active  operations  of  individual  minds,  which  mindii 
may  be  in  various  ways  brought  up  to  the  effort.    The  hope  of  reward 
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may,  indeed,  serve  sometimes  as  a  stimulus,  but  I  believe  that  the  his- 
tory of  science  shows  that  such  rewards  are  generally  valuable  as 
rewards  rather  than  as  incentives.  The  hope  of  having  results  pub- 
lished with  the  stamp  of  high  approval  may  opei*ate  as  an  incentive  to 
effort;  but  incentives,  especially  in  this  country,  are  less  needed  than 
means  and  aids,  and  a  library  is  one  of  the  most  effectual  and,  espe- 
cially in  this  country,  the  most  needed  as  a  means  and  aid  to  exertion 
in  the  advancement  of  knowledge. 

Mr.  Chairman,  on  this  last  day  of  the  session  1  have  not  the  time  to 
produce  the  multitude  of  considerations  which  crowd  upon  me  on  this 
subject,  but  T  am  happy  to  be  able  to  present  those  most  important  in 
the  lucid  argument  and  appropriate  language  of  the  select  committee. 

[Mr.  Meacham  then  gave  copious  extracts  from  the  report  of  Mr. 
Upham,  the  whole  of  which  will  be  found  in  preceding  pages.] 

ARMORY   BUILDING. 

March  3,  1855. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  act  for  1856. 

And  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  cause  to 
be  constructed  on  such  site,  in  a  central  position  on  the  public  grounds, 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  as  may  be  selected  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  a  suitable  building^  for  the  care  and  preservation  of 
the  ordnance,  and  arms,  and  accoutrements  of  the  United  States, 
required  for  the  use  of  the  volunteers  and  militia  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  for  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  military  trophies 
of  the  Revolutionary  and  other  wars,  and  for  the  deposit  of  newly- 
invented  and  model  arms,  for  the  military  service,  and  said  ordnance 
and  arms,  and  the  building  to  be  used  by  the  volunteers  and  militia  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  President,  and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  act  into  effect, 
the  sum  of  $30,000  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

(Stat.,  X,  665). 
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OPERATIONS  OF  THE   SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION. 
January  28,  1856— Senate. 

Mr.  Lyman  Trumbull  presented  a  memorial  from  a  committee 
appointed  at  the  Illinois  State  educational  convention,  praying  for  a 
grant  of  land  to  each  State  in  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  endowing 

^  Designated  afterwards  the  Armory  building. 
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industrial  universities,  to  cooperate  with  each  other,  and  with  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  at  Washington,  for  the  education  of  the 
industrial  classes  and  their  teachers,  acx^ompanied  by  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  favoring  the  pro- 
ject.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

REPORT  OP  THE   SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 
May  23,  1856— House. 

Report  of  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1855  presented. 

Mr.  W.  H.  English  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies  be  printed. 

July  25,  ISSeSenate. 

Report  of  the  Institution  for  1855  presented,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies  be  printed. 

July  29,  1856— Senate. 

Orderedy  That  10,000  additional  copies  of  the  tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  RegeolB 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  be  printed — 2,500  of  the  same  to  be  for  the  use  of  the 
Institution. 

August  9,  1856— House. 

Resolution  adopted: 

That  10,000  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  year  1855 
be  printed — 7,500  for  the  use  of  members  of  the  House,  and  2,500  for  the  InstitatioiLi 

February  18,  1857 — House. 
Report  for  1856  presented,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

February  28,  1857— Senate. 

Annual  Report  for  1856  presented,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  G.  N.  Fitch  moved  that  10,000  copies  be  printed. 

March  3,  1857— Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  it  was — 

Resolved^  That  there  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  10,000  extra  GCf^m  oC 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  2,500  tf 
the  same  to  he  for  the  use  of  the  Institution;  and  that  the  Secretary  be  authorind 
to  add  to  the  portion  of  his  report  now  before  the  Senate  such  matter  as  may  be 
necessary  to  complete  the  same:  Provided^  That  such  additions  shall  not  exceed  III 
the  aggregate  423  pages,  the  number  of  pages  contained  in  the  tenth  Annual  Repost; 
And  provided^  further,  That  the  entire  amount  of  copy  necessary  to  complete  theMid 
report  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Printer  by  or  before  the  10th  day  of  ApHl 
next;  but  no  portion  of  said  copy  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Priufear 
until  the  whole  shall  have  been  completed  and  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Sapop* 
intendent  of  the  Public  Printing. 

March  3,  1857— House. 
Resolution  adopted: 

That  there  be  printed  of  the  Report  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institotldll 
for  1856, 10,000  copies— -7,500  for  the  use  of  members  of  the  House,  and  2,500  for  thie 
use  of  the  Institution. 
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APPOINTMENT  OF  REGENTS 

By  the  Vice-President. 
June  19,  1856— Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  A.  Douglas,  James  A.  Pearce  was  reappointed 
Regent  by  the  President  of  the  Senate. 
March  6, 1857— Senate. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  (Mr.  Jesse  D.  Bright)  appointed  James 
M.  Mason  as  Regent. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  REGENTS 

By  the  Speaker. 
February  26, 1856— House, 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks)  made  the  following 
appointments  as  Regents:  Hiram  Warner,  of  Georgia,  James 
Meacham,  of  Vermont,  William  H.  English,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  James  Meacham.  In  the  nomination  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  made  by  the  Speaker  this  morning  I  find  that  n.y 
name  stands  in  the  list.  I  feel  grateful  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the 
honor  thus  conferred  upon  me,  but  1  beg  of  you  to  erase  my  name 
and  appoint  some  other  member  of  this  House.  I  have  two  or  three 
reasons  for  making  this  request.  In  the  first  place,  1  have  enjoyed 
the  honor  and  borne  the  burden  of  that  position  for  a  period  of  four 
years,  and  I  think  it  better  that  the  duty  should  circulate  among 
different  members  of  the  body  and  that  it  should  not  remain  stationary. 
I  have  another  reason  for  asking  to  be  excused.  You,  sir,  have 
already  placed  me  in  a  position  on  a  committee  of  this  House  which 
demands  all  my  attention.  I  will  not  conceal  that  I  have  another 
reason,  which  I  shall  take  another  time  to  explain.  It  is  that  I  can 
not  approve  the  present  course  of  that  Institution,  if  it  have  any 
course  and  is  not  merely  standing  still  and  marking  time — the  mere 
mockery  of  motion.  It  is  not  producing  that  impression  upon  the 
country  and  people  which  it  ought  to  make.  I  can  not  consent,  and 
will  not  consent,  to  follow  an  Institution  whose  leader  is  smitten  with 
chronic  monomania  on  a  single  subject — an  Institution  whose  line  of 
march,  as  I  believe,  runs  athwart  the  line  of  law  by  which  it  holds 
its  existence.  1  therefore  beg  of  you  to  accept  my  thanks  and 
resignation. 

There  being  no  objection,  Mr.  Meacham's  resignation  was  accepted. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Benjamin  Stanton,  of  Ohio,  as  Regent. 

APPOINTMENT  OP   REGENTS 

By  Joint  Resolution. 

February  12,  1856— Senate. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Masox  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask  leave  to  intro 
duce  a  joint  resolution  providing  that  the  vac*ancies  in  the  Board  of 
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Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  of  the  class  other  than  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Ruf  us  Choate  and 
the  death  of  John  McPherson  Berrien,  be  filled  by  the  appointment 
of  George  E.  Badger,  of  North  Carolina,  and  C.  C.  Felton,  of 
Massachusetts. 

February  13,  1856— Senate. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Mason  offered  the  above  resolution. 

Mr.  Mason.  Mr.  President,  the  Board  of  Regente  have  been  unable 
to  obtain  a  quorum  in  consequence  of  the  delay  in  organizing  the 
House,  and  in  order  to  fill  the  existing  vacancies  it  is  desirable  that 
the  resolution  should  be  acted  on  at  once.  It  is  one  to  which,  I  pre- 
sume, there  is  no  objection.     I  therefore  ask  for  its  consideration  now. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  joint  resolution  was  read  the  second 
time  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Mason.  Mr.  Badger  is  known  to  every  Senator  present,  and  of 
Mr.  Felton  I  would  only  say  that  he  is  professor  of  Greek  at  the 
Harvard  University;  that  he  is  a  gentleman  of  eminent  literary  as 
well  as  other  attainments,  and  possesses,  perhaps,  a  better  knowledge 
of  literary  institutions  at  home  and  abroad  than  most  others. 

Passed. 

February  21,  1856— House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Stephens  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
Senate  of  February  13  for  the  appointment  of  Regents  was  passed. 

February  27,  1856. 

Resolved,  etc,^  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  of  the  class  "other  than  members  of  Con^ 
gress,"  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Rufus  Choate  and  the  deatib 
of  John  McPherson  Berrien,  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  George  EL 
Badger,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Cornelius  C.  Felton,  of  Massachusetts. 

(Stat.,  XI,  142.) 

January  21,  1857 — Senate. 
Resolution  adopted: 

That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  of  tte 
class  "other  than  members  of  Congress**  be  filled  by  the  reappointment  of  the  lalil 
incumbents,  viz,  Richard  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Joseph  G.  Totten,  of  Washington* 

January  26,  1857 — House. 

Resolution  of  Senate  of  January  21,  1857,  passed. 

January  28,  1857. 

Resolved,  etc,  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  of  the  class  ''other  than  members  of  Con- 
gress" be  filled  by  the  reappointment  of  the  late  incumbents,  via: 
Richard  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Joseph  G.  Totten,  of  Washington. 

(Stat,  XI,  253.) 
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INTERNATIONAL   EXCHANGES. 

August  18,  1856. 

Civil  act  for  1857. 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  State  to  purchase  100  copies,  each,  of 
Audubon's  "  Birds  of  America"  and  '^  Quadrupeds  of  North  America," 
for  presentation  to  foreign  governments  in  return  for  valuable  works 
sent  by  them  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  $16,000. 

(Stat,  XI,  90.) 

EXPLORING   EXPEDITION. 

August  18, 1856. 

Civil  act  for  1857. 

For  replacing  the  works  of  the  Exploring  Expedition,  destroyed  by 
the  fire  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  11th  April  last,  the  sum  of  $10,494.46. 
(Stat.,  XI,  88.) 

CARE   OF   GOVERNMENT  COLLECTIONS. 

August  18,  1856. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1857. 

JFor  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  expedition, — For 
compensation  of  keepers  and  watchmen  therefor,  and  for  laborers 
employed  at  the  rate  of  $480  per  annum',  per  act  August  4, 1854,  $3,210. 

For  contingent  expenses,  $200. 

(Stat,  XI,  110.) 

march  3, 1857. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1858. 

For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  expedition, — For 
compensation  of  keepers,  watchmen,  and  laborers  therefor,  $3,450. 

For  contingent  expenses,  $200. 

For  the  construction  and  erection  of  suitable  cases  to  receive  the 
collections  of  the  United  States  exploring  expedition,  and  others  in 
geology,  mineralogy,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  now  in  the 
Patent-OflSce  and  elsewhere  in  Washington,  $15,000. 

For  the  expense  of  the  transfer  of  these  collections,  and  the  perma- 
nent arrangement  of  the  cAses,  $2,000. 

(Stat,  XI,  219.) 

[These  appropriations  of  $15,000  and  $2,000  were  made  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.] 

METEOROLOGY — JAMES  P.  ESPY. 

Fsbruary  28,  1857— Senate. 

Resolution  passed  to  print  the  fourth  Meteorological  Report  by 
Prof.  James  P.  Espy. 
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March  3, 1857, 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1858. 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  pay  the  salary  of  Professor 
James  P.  Espy  for  the  current  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1857,  $8,000, 
the  payment  to  be  made  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  like  control 
as  former  appropriations  for  meteorological  observations.  And  also 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858,  $2,000. 

(Stat.^,  XI,  214.) 
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APPOINTMENT  OF    REGENTS 

By  the  Speaker, 
December  14, 1857 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  James  L.  Orr)  appointed  as  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  William  H.  English,  of  Indiana,  Benjamin  Stanton, 
of  Ohio,  and  Lucius  J.  Gartrell,  of  Georgia. 

APPOINTMENT  OF   REGENTS 

J?y  Jomi  Resolutl/yn, 

January  7, 1859 — Senate. 
Resolution  adopted: 

Resolvedj  etc.,  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  R^entci  of  the  Smithsoolu 
Institution  other  'Hhan  members  of  Congress"  be  filleil  by  the  appointment  of 
Alexander  D.  Bache,  a  member  of  the  National  Institute  and  resident  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  George  E.  Badger,  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

January  10,  1859 — House. 

Resolution  of  the  Senate  of  January  7  to  elect  A.  D.  Bacbe  Mid 
G.  E.  Badger,  Regents,  adopted. 

January  17,  1859. 

Refiolved^  ek\.  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  tiie 
Smithsonian  Institution  of  the  class  ''other  than  members  of  CSeft- 
gress"  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Alexander  Dallas  Bache,  a 
member  of  the  National  Institute  and  resident  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton,  and  George  E.  Badger,  of  the  State  of  Noith  Carolina. 

(Stat.,  XI,  440.) 

REPORT  OF  THE   SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION. 
May  27,  1858— Senate. 

Annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1857  presented^ 
and  Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce  moved  the  printing  of  10,000  extra  copieSi 
2,500  of  which  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  Institution. 
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May  29,  1858— House. 

The  annual  repoil  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1857  was  laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  H.  English.  I  move  that  10,000  extm  copies  of  the  report 
be  printed. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  no  extra  copies  of  it  will  be 
printed. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

June  3,  1858— Senate. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
reported  resolution: 

That  10,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  for  the  year  1857,  be  printed — 5,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and 
5,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution:  Provided,  That  the  aggregate  num- 
ber of  pages  contained  in  said  report  shall  not  exceed  440,  without  woodcuts  or 
plates,  except  those  furnished  by  the  Institution:  And  provided  further ^  That  the 
entire  amount  of  copy  necessary  to  complete  said  report  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Printing  before  the  commencement  of  printing  any 
portion  of  said  rei)ort. 

Mr.  Alfred  Iverson.  I  object  to  the  resolution,  unless  the  5,000 
copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  be  stricken  out.  I  have  no  objection 
to  the  other  5,0(X)  being  printed  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas.  1  do  not  care  whether  it  be 
published  or  not.     1  submit  to  the  will  of  the  Senate. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  John  C.  Breckinridge).  Objection  being 
made,  the  resolution  will  lie  over. 

June  12,  1858Senate. 

The  resolution  of  June  3  to  print  report  of  Smithsonian  Institution 
for  1857  was  adopted. 

June  12,  1858— House. 

Mr.  M.  H.  Nichols,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  submitted 
resolution: 

That  there  be  printed  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  7,000  copies  for 
the  use  of  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  2,000  for  the  use  of  the 
Institution. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  How  much  will  that  cost? 

Mr.  Nichols.  The  cost  will  be  $3,500  according  to  an  estimate  made 
by  myself.  It  is  a  large  reduction  on  the  number  heretofore  ordered. 
I  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Burnett.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  1  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  L.  M.  Keitt.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  James  L.  Orr).  The  Chair  can  not  entertain  the 
motion  pending  the  call  for  the  previous  question. 
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The  House  divided  on  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  there  were — ^ 
aves  25,  noes  109. 

The  Speaker.  The  yeas  and  nays  are  not  ordered. 

Mr.  Burnett.  1  want  tellers  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Speaker.  The  Chair  thinks  the  call  comes  too  late.  The  Chair 
stated  the  vote  and  paused  some  time  before  he  announced  the  result. 

Mr.  Burnett.  The  Speaker  stooped  over  a  moment  and  as  soon  as 
he  rose  to  an  erect  position  I  rose  and  called  for  tellers  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays  and  the  result  was  announced. 

The  Speaker.  Did  not  the  gentleman  hear  the  announcement  before 
he  addressed  the  Chair? 

Mr.  Burnett.  Yes,  sir.     1  heard  the  announcement,  109  and  25. 

The  Speaker.  The  application  comes  too  late. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolutlQii 
upon  the  table;  and  it  was  not  agreed  to — ayes  30,  noes  97. 

Mr.  Burnett  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas 
84,  nays  50 — as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adrian,  Ahl,  Andrews,  Arnold,  Billinghurst,  Bingham,  Bliss,  Bray- 
ton,  Buffinton,  Burlingame,  Bums,  Burroughs,  Chase,  Cavanaugh,  Chaffee,  Chap- 
man, Ezra  Clark,  Clawson,  Clark  B.  Cochrane,  Cockerill,  Colfax,  Comins,  Coming^ 
Covode,  Cragin,  Curtis,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Iowa,  Dawes,  Dean,  DUn* 
mick,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Fenton,  Foster,  Gillis,  Giiman,  Gilmer,  Gooch,  Goodwin^ 
Groesbeck,  Grow,  Hatch,  Horton,  Owen  Jones,  Keitt,  Knapp,  John  C.  Kunk^ 
Landy,  Lovejoy,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Edwaid 
Joy  Morris,  Freeman  H.  Morse,  Mott,  Nichols,  Olin,  Parker,  John  S.  Phelpe,  WilUanL 
W.  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pottle,  Purviance,  Reagan,  Ricaud,  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Rohefti^ 
Judson  W.  Sherman,  Sickles,  Singleton,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Stanton,  Tappan,  Under- 
wood, Walbridge,  Walton,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  Israel  Washburn,  and  Wood — 84, 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atkins,  Barksdale,  Bennett,    Blair,  Bonham«  Branch,  Bamil^. 
Caskie,  Clemens,  Cobb,  John  Cochrane,  James  Craig,  Curry,  Davis  of  Indiana,  DMril 
of  Mississippi,  Dowdell,  Eustis,  Faulkner,  Garnett,  Gregg,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hoy^ 
ler,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  George  W.  Jones,  Jacob  M.  Kunkel,  loiter,  Letcher,  Maclay,' 
McKibbin,  Miles,  Niblack,  Peyton,  Potter,  Powell,  Royce,  RuflSn,  Russell,  SandkliQ^ 
Savage,  Scales,  Henry  M.  Shaw,  William  Smith,  Spinner,  Stevenson,  Miles  Tay|Qi{|r 
Tompkins,  Trippe,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright — 50. 

Agreed  to. 
February  23,  1859— Senate. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  1858,  WM, 
presented. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Mason  moved  to  print  10,000  extra  copies,  5,000  for  tbier 
Senate  and  5,000  for  the  Institution. 
February  24,  1859— Senate. 

Mr.  G.  N.  Fitch  reported  the  following  resolution: 

That  there  be  printed,  in  addition  to  the  usual  number  of  the  report  of  the  Bowd 
of  Regents  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  year  1858,  5,000  copies  for  tMl  \.J. 
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use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution :  I^rovidedj  That  the  aggregate  number  of  pages 
contained  in  said  reiM)rt  shall  not  exceed  450  pages,  without  woodcuts  or  plates, 
except  those  furnished  by  the  Institution. 

Adopted. 

March  2,  1859— House. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  from  Committee  on  Printing,  sub- 
mitted resolution: 

That  there  be  printed  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  year  1858;  3,000  for  the  use  of  members  of  the 
House,  and  2,000  for  the  use  of  said  Institution. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  a  division. 

The  house  divided;  and  there  were — ayes,  88. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  James  L.  Orr).  Does  the  gentleman  insist  on  his 
division  'i 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  Yes,  sir;  unless  it  is  proposed  to  pay  for 
this  printing  out  of  the  Smithsonian  fund. 

The  division  was  made;  and  there  were — noes,  45. 

Resolution  adopted. 

CARE   OF  government  COLLECTIONS. 

June  2,  1858. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1859. 

For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  survey- 
ing expeditions  of  the  Government,  $4,000. 

For  the  transfer  to,  and  new  arrangement  of  those  collections  in  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  $1,000. 

(Stat.  XI,  301.) 

December  16,  1858 — House. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  on  the  memo- 
rial of  the  National  Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Science,  praying 
for  an  appropriation  for  preserving  the  collection  of  objects  of  natui^al 
history  intrusted  to  their  charge,  showed  that,  in  fact,  the  collections 
were  then  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution—  they  were  f oimerly  in  the 
Patent  Office,  under  the  charge  of  the  Government — and,  therefore, 
the  cx)mmittee  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  memorial.     Concurred  in. 

March  3,  1859, 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1860. 

For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surveying 
expeditions  of  the  Government,  $4,000. 
(Stat.  XI,  427.) 
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METEOROIXXIY — JAMES  1\  ESPY. 
June  12,  1858. 

Act  for  naval  service  for  1859. 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  pay  the  salary  of  Professor 
James  P.  Espy,  $2,000;  the  payment  to  be  made  in  the  same  manner 
and  under  the  like  control  as  former  appropriations  for  meteorolog- 
ical observations:  Provided^  That  the  employment  of  a  meteorologist, 
under  the  contract  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  shall  cease  on  and 
after  June  30,  1859,  $2,000. 

(Stat.  XI,  317.) 

EXPLORING    EXPEDITION. 

February  5,  1859. 

An  act  providing  for  keeping  and  distributing  all  public  (l<x!uuient8. 

• 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  by  this  a<*t  the  distribution 
of  all  works  mentioned  in  the  first  section  as  public  documents  is 
intended  and  directed  to  be  made,  except  the  '"  Exploring  Expedition" 
conducted  by  Commander  Wilkes. 

(Stat.,  XI,  380.) 

March  3,  1859. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1860. 

For  completing  certain  volumes  of  the  Exploring  Expedition  now 
nearly  finished,  and  pay  of  superintendent,  the  sum  of  $8,220.05. 
(Stat.,  XI,  429.) 

ACT  OF  ORGANIZATION   AMENDED. — COPYRIGHTS. 
February  5,  1859. 

An  act  providing  for  keeping  and  distributing  all  public  documents. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  tenth  section  [relative  to  copyrights]  of  an  mot 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,'^  approved  Au|r|]gt 
10, 1846,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  8.  All  books,  maps,  charts,  and  other  publications  of  every 
nature  whatever  heretofore  deposited  in  the  Department  of  Statei 
according  to  the  laws  regulating  copyrights  *  *  *  shall  be  removed 
to,  and  be  under  the  control  of,  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  whioh 
is  hereby  charged  with  all  the  duties  connected  with  the  same,  end 
with  all  matters  pertaining  to  copyright.     *    *     * 

(Stat.,  XI,  380.) 
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APPOINTMENT  OF   REGENTS 

By  the  Vice-President, 
January  26,  1860— Senate, 

The  President  of  the  Senate  (Mr.  John  C.  Breckinridge)  reap- 
pointed Stephen  A.  Douglas  as  Regent. 

January  12,  1861— Senate. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Douglas  submitted  a  resolution  that  the  Vice-President 
appoint  a  member  of  the  Senate  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  Board  of 
Regents,  which  was  to  occur  on  the  third  of  March  following  b}'  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  James  A.  Pearce. 

Mr.  John  P.  Hale  objected  and  resolution  was  laid  over. 
March  3,  1861— Senate. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Douglas  reintroduced  resolution  of  January  12  to 
appoint  a  Regent;  agreed  to. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  (Mr.  John  C.  Breckinridge)  reap- 
pointed James  A.  Pearce  as  Regent. 

appointment  of  regents 

By  th^'  Speaker. 
February  21,  1860— House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  William  Pennin(jton)  reappointed  as  Regents 
William'  H.  Knglish  of  Indiana,  Benjamin  Stanton  of  Ohio,  and 
Lucius  J.  Gartrell  of  Georgia. 

APPOINTMENT  OF   REGENTS 

By  Joint  Resohdion. 
January  12,  1861— Senate. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce  offered  a  resolution  that  the  vacancies  in  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  be  tilled  b}"  the 
appointment  of  George  M.  Dallas,  William  B.  Astor,  and  Cornelius  C. 
Feltoii. 

Mr.  John  P.  Hale  objected  and  resolution  laid  on  the  table. 
February  22,  1861— Senate. 

Mr.  Lyman  TrUxMBULL  introduced  a  resolution: 

Tliat  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regent^  of  the  Smithsonian  lustitntion  of  the 
claKs  ''other  than  meml)er8  of  CongreHS,"  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  William  L. 
Dayton,  of  New  Jersey,  in  place  of  Richard  Rush,  deceased;  William  B.  Astor,  of 
New  York,  in  place  of  Gideon  Ilawley,  whose  term  has  expired;  and  that  Corne- 
lius C.  Felton,  of  Massachusetts,  whose  term  has  expired,  be  reappointed. 

Passed. 
March  2,  1861— House. 
The  Senate  resolution,  of  February  22,  passed. 
H.  Do(.r.  732 39 
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March  2,  1861. 

Resolved^  etc,^  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  of  the  class  ''other  than  members  of  Con- 
gress,'- be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  William  L.  Dayton,  of  New 
Jersey,  in  place  of  Richard  Rush,  deceased;  William  B.  Astor,  of  New 
York,  in  place  of  Gideon  Hawley,  whose  term  has  expired;  and  that 
Cornelius  C.  Felton,  of  Massachusetts,  whose  term  has  expired,  be 
reappointed. 

(Stat,  XII,  251.) 

REPORT  OF  THE   SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 
June  11,  1860— Senate. 

Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  1859,  presented. 
On  motion  bv  Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  10,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  for  the  year  1S59  be  printed;  5,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and 
5,000  for  the  use  of  the  Institution:  Provided,  That  the  aggregate  number  of  pagea 
contained  in  said  reiK)rt  shall  not  exceed  450  pages,  without  woodcuts  or  platee^ 
except  those  furnished  by  the  Institution. 

June  11,  1860— House. 

Annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1859  presented. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Stanton  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report 
be  printed. 
June  12,  1860— House. 

Resolution  adopted: 

That  there  be  printed  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Infltltli* 
tion  for  the  year  1859;  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House  and  2,000  §of 
the  use  of  the  said  Institution. 

February  26,  1861— Senate. 

Resolution  passed  to  print  extra  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  for  the  year  1860. 

February  27,  1861— House. 

Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1860  presented  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 
February  28,  1861— House. 

Resolution  passed: 

That  there  be  printed  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Instite* 
tion  for  the  year  1860;  3,(X)0  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House  and  2,000  Mr 
the  use  of  the  said  Institution. 

FREE   USE   OF  TELEGRAPH   BY   SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION. 

June  16,  1860. 

Act  to  facilitate  communication  l^tween  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  States  by  elaolrie 

telegraph. 

Be  it  tmacted^  etc,^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  is  hereby  authorised 
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and  directed  to  advertise  for  sealed  proposals,  to  be  received  for  sixty 
days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  (and  the  fulfilment  of  which  shall  be 
guaranteed  by  responsible  parties,  as  in  the  case  of  bids  for  mail  con- 
tracts), for  the  use  by  the  government  of  a  line  or  lines  of  magnetic 
telegraph,  to  be  constructed  within  two  years  from  the  31st  day  of 
July,  1860,  from  some  point  or  points  on  the  west  line  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  by  any  route  or  routes  which  the  said  contractors  may  select, 
(connecting  at  such  point  or  points  by  telegraph  with  the  cities  of 
Washington,  New  Orleans,  New  York,  Charleston,  Philadelphia, 
Boston,  and  other  cities  in  the  Atlantic,  Southern,  and  Western  States), 
to  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  for  a  period  of 
ten  years. 

Sec.  3.  *  *  *  Provided^  That  the  use  of  the  line  be  given,  at  any 
time,  free  of  cost,  to  the  Coast  Survey,  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
and  the  National  Observatory,  for  scientific  purposes. 

(Stat.,  XII,  41.) 

CARE   OF  GOVERNMENT  COIJL.ECTION8. 

June  25,  1860. 

Sundry  civil  a<!t  for  1861. 

For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surveying 
expeditions  of  the  government,  W:,000. 
(Stat.,  Xn,  109.) 

February  21,  1861.— Senate. 

House  bill  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1862,  was  taken  up. 
The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  following  words: 

For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions 
of  the  Government,  and  the  construction  of  suitable  cases  to  receive  said  collections, 
$6,000. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

For  the  distribution  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions 
of  the  Government,  and  the  construction  of  additional  cases  to  receive  such  part  of 
said  collections  as  may  be  retained  by  the  Government,  $6,000. 

The  Presiding  Officer  put  the  question;  and  declared  the  noes 
appeared  to  have  it. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Fessenden.  Senators  certainly  do  not  understand  the 
amendment  they  are  voting  against. 

Mr.  John  P.  Hale.  I  confess  I  do  not.     Let  us  have  it  explained. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  I  will  give  an  explanation.  This  sum  is  necessary 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  distribution  of  the  collections  of  the  explor- 
ing expeditions.  They  brought  back  with  them  a  great  deal  of  matter 
which  has  been  arranged  for  distribution  among  the  several  States. 
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Mr.  Thomas  Bragg.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  speak  louder;  he  can 
not  be  heard. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  I  say  there  were  a  great  many  duplicates  of  the 
collections  which  are  proposed  to  be  distributed  among  the  several 
States,  and  this  sum  is  necessary  in  order  to  have  them  arranged  and 
distributed. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Grimes.  How  many  such  appropriations  have  been  made 
for  distribution  heretofore? 

Mr.  Fessenden.  This  is  the  first  appropriation  of  the  sort: 

For  the  distribution  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surveying  expcaiuons 
of  the  Government,  and  the  construction  of  additional  case«  to  receive  such  part  of 
said  collections  as  may  be  retained  by  the  Government,  $6,000. 

There  are  two  things  provided  for  in  this  amendment.  Both  are 
necessary.  The  sum  is  a  very  reasonable  one.  The  Committee  on 
Finance  examined  this  matter,  and  came  to  the  cx)nclusion  that  it  was 
proper  to  make  this  appropriation.  The  only  alteration  we  have  made 
is  to  put  it  in  a  better  shape  than  it  was  before.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  thought  the  lines  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  were  indefinite. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  understand  this  is  the  first  appropriation  ever  made 
for  distribution  ? 

Mr.  Fessenden.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce.  Mr.  President,  these  collections  are  made  by  all 
the  expeditions  sent  out  by  the  Government.  A  great  many  of  diem 
are  sent  overland  to  the  Northwest.  All  of  them  bring  home  col- 
lections of  natural  history.  They  are  all  sent  to  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, where  they  are  arranged  and  classified.  We  have  no  means  for 
keeping  these  specimens  there;  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  dupli- 
cates should  be  given  to  the  colleges  and  scientific  institutions  through- 
out the  country.  This  appropriation  is  not  a  large  one.  These 
specimens  have  been  collecting  for  a  number  of  years;  and  the  object 
now  is  to  distribute  them  to  places  where  they  would  be  valuable; 
that  is  all. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Under  what  law,  to  what  institutions,  and  in  what 
manner  are  they  distributed  ? 

Mr.  Pearce.  There  is  no  law  that  I  am  aware  of  for  the  distribution; 
but  it  has  been  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  theee 
objects  should  be  thus  distributed.  They  will  be  distributed  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  in  whose  care  they  are  placed. 

Mr.  Grimes.  According  to  the  discretion  of  the  superintendent  of 
that  institution  ? 

Mr.  Pearce.  Yes,  sir;  with  the  approbation  of  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment, of  course,  which  is  required  for  all  things  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  Hale.  Then,  I  think.  Congress  should  not  appropriate  the 
money.     I  think  they  ought  to  be  distributed  by  law,  as  books  and 
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manuscripts  are,  and  should  not  be  given  to  the  discretion  of  this 
Department. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  Why  not  add  the  words:  'Mn  the  discretion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior?" 

Mr.  Hale.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  necessity  for  the  provision 
at  all. 

The  Presiding  Officer  (Mr.  Trusten  Polk).  If  no  amendment  be 
offered  the  question  will  be  on  the  amendment  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  I  suppose  the  amendment  may  be  amended. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  Certainly;  but,  as  the  Chair  stated,  no 
amendment  being  offered  to  it,  the  question  is  on  the  amendment  a.s 
reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter.  It  seems  to  me  that  before  we  adopt  this 
amendment  its  friends  ought  to  put  some  limitation  on  it  by  which 
hereafter  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  not  to  receive  these  things, 
for  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  the  beginning  of  a  system  of  annual  distri- 
bution like  those  Patent  Office  seeds,  and  may  lead  us  into  a  large 
annual  expenditure  unless  there  is  some  limitation.  I  would  be  willing 
to  distribute  them  once  if  you  would  put  a  stop  to  it  there,  and  there 
ought  to  be  something  done  to  prevent  the  receipt  of  these  things 
hereafter 

Mr.  Pearce.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  has  not  the  slightest 
interest  in  this  thing  whatsoever,  but  the  Government  has  for  years — 
having  no  other  place  to  put  them — sent  all  these  collections  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  which  building,  large  as  it  is,  is  very  much 
lumbered  up  by  them.  If  you  keep  them  there  they  will  be  compelled 
to  turn  other  collections  away.  There  is  no  room  to  receive  any  more. 
They  are  enormous  in  bulk  and  very  numerous.  It  is  desirable  to  get 
rid  of  them,  and  we  can  not  make  a  better  disposition  of  them  than  to 
send  them  to  colleges  and  scientific  institutions  which  have  already 
collections  of  this  sort,  though  imperfect.  It  is  a  very  remarkable 
collection  of  objects  in  natural  history.  There  is  no  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Institution  to  obtain  the  distribution  of  this  collection.  It 
is  a  gratuitous  thing  on  their  part  altogether.  This  is  not  for  their 
advantage  at  all,  except  so  far  as  it  will  relieve  the  building  of  the 
incumbrance  of  such  an  immense  collection,  and  yet  it  can  never  be 
done  except  by  authority  of  law.  This  is  the  first  occasion  on  which 
it  has  been  asked. 

Mr.  Hunter.  I  have  no  idea  that  this  is  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  I  believe  the  object  of  the  amendment  is  a 
good  one;  but  why  not  allow  them  to  give  these  things  to  those  that 
may  apply?  Why  appropriate  money  for  the  purpose  of  distributing 
them?  Why  not  allow  them  to  give  them  to  those  who  may  apply, 
according  to  their  judgment?     That  would  throw  the  expense  upon 
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those  who  received  them.  But  if  we  once  begin  with  this  appropriation 
I  am  afraid  we  shall  go  on  distributing  these  collections  just  as  we  do 
the  seeds  at  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce.  A  large  part  of  this  appropriation  is  intended 
for  the  construction  of  cases  to  receive  such  portions  of  the  collections 
as  may  be  retained  by  the  Government.  The  expense  of  their  distribu- 
tion will  be  very  small,  indeed.  We  do  not  mean  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  their  distribution.  They  will  be  paid  by  the  institutions  to  whom 
they  go. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Fessenden.  Of  course  this  is  only  an  amendment  to  the 
preceding  one.     Was  the  other  amendment  struck  out? 

Mr.  Pearce.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  I  will  inquire  whether  the  amendment  proposed  in 
the  two  hundred  and  twentieth  line,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^^and 
distribution"  after  the  word  "preservation"  has  been  acted  on? 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  Chair  is  informed  by  the  Secretary 
that  that  amendment  has  not  been  acted  on,  and  will  now  put  the 
question  on  the  amendment  to  strike  out,  in  line  220,  after  the  word 
"preservation,"  the  words  "and  distribution;"  so  that  the  clause  will 
read: 

For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions  ol 
the  Government,  $4,000. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Grimes.  I  apprehend  there  is  not  a  college  or  museum  in 
the  land  but  would  be  willing  and  anxious  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
come  here  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  take  its  proportion  of 
these  fossils  or  specimens 

The  Presiding  Officer.  Will  the  Senator  from  Iowa  allow  the 
Chair  to  state  that  the  amendment  which  has  just  been  read  precedfiMi 
the  one  under  consideration,  and  the  Senate  should  pass  on  that  first; 
and  then  the  subject  of  remark  to  which  the  Senator  from  Iowa  in 
directing  his  attention  would  be  appropriate. 

Mr.  Hunter.  The  proposition  is  to  strike  out  one,  and  insert;  so 
that  now  is  the  time  to  speak  upon  it. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  Not  at  all. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  No,  sir;  this  precedes  the  other.  Th© 
question  is  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  last  read. 

Mr.  Hunter.  Is  that  an  amendment  on  which  we  can  come  at  thin 
question  ? 

The  Presiding  Officer.  No,  sir;  it  is  the  amendment  that  pre- 
cedes it. 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  is  the  amendment  in  line  220,  I  understand. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  Secretary  will  report  the  amendment. 

The  Secretary  again  read  it.     On  page  10,  line  220,  to  strike  out  the 

words  ''and  distribution;"  so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

Exploring  expedition. — For  preservation  of  the  collcn^tions  of  the  exploring  and  hoiu 
veying  expeditions  of  the  Government,  $4,000. 
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Mr.  Pearce.  These  words  were  improperly  put  in.  That  appro- 
priation is  the  one  which  we  make  annually.  These  collections  were 
all  in  the  Patent  Office,  and  as  the  Department  of  the  Interior  wanted 
the  Patent  Office  for  other  purposes,  provision  was  made  by  law  for 
transferring  these  collections  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Gov- 
ernment paying  the  expense.  The  annual  expense  is  about  $4,000. 
By  a  mistake  the  word  "distribution  "  was  put  in  the  bill  as  it  c^me 
from  the  House  of  Representatives.  This  money  is  wanted  for  the 
preservation  of  the  collections  and  not  for  their  distribution;  and 
therefore  we  move  to  strike  out  the  words  '^and  distribution." 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  agreed  to. 

The  Secretary  read  the  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  which  was  to  strike  out  lines  223  to  226,  inclusive,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions 
of  the  Government,  and  the  construction  of  suitable  cases  to  receive  said  (K)llection8, 
$6,000. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Mr.  President — 

Mr.  Fessenden.  Striking  out  these  words  will  ac<^oniplish  the  Sen- 
ator's purpose. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  that.  The  bill,  as  it  came  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  furnished  an  appropriation  for  the  preser- 
vation of  these  things.  That  I  am  willing  shall  be  done;  but  I  am 
unwilling  that  a  distribution  shall  be  made  by  which  these  articles  are 
to  l)e  distributed  over  the  country  without  Congress  specifying  the 
manner  in  which  they  shall  be  distributed.  I  want  to  know  how  they 
are  to  be  distributed.  I  am  content  that  they  should  be  distributed; 
and  I  think,  if  there  is  an  excess  of  them  here,  they  should  be  distrib- 
uted in  some  way,  either  by  allowing  persons  and  institutions  in  differ- 
ent portions  of  the  country  to  come  here  and  obtain  them,  or  else,  if 
you  see  fit  to  do  so,  allowing  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution  to 
distribute  them;  but  he  should  not  be  permitted  to  distribute  them  on 
any  principle  of  favoritism,  as  I  fear  may  be  the  case  unless  you  pro- 
vide in  the  law  specifically  in  what  manner  they  shall  be  distributed. 
For  instance,  we  might  say  that  one  institution  in  each  State,  or  two 
institutions  in  esLch  State,  should  be  furnished  with  these  specimens, 
or  that  they  should  be  distributed  to  certain  specified  institutions; 
but  I  am  unwilling  to  leave  the  matter  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  the  Superintendent  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  Mv  friend  from  Iowa  is  a  little  too  fast.  If  he 
will  look  at  this  amendment  he  will  find  that  it  is  merely  to  strike  out 
the  words  in  lines  223,  224,  225,  and  226,  for  which  other  words  are  to 
be  substituted.  If  these  words  be  stricken  out,  and  the  others  be  not 
substituted,  he  accomplishes  his  object.     The  question  he  is  debating 
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is  really  the  substitution,  which  is  simply  to  put  in  this  clause  in  a 
more  definite  form.  There  can  be  no  objection  to  striking;  out  these 
words. 

Mr.  Hunter.  The  Senator  from  Iowa  will  accomplish  his  present 
purpose  if  we  should  refuse  to  strike  out,  and  leave  the  clause  as  it 
stands.  The  difference  between  the  two  is,  that  the  amendment  pro- 
poses to  distribute  as  well  as  to  preserve  these  colhnrtions.  and  the  words 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out  merely  provide  for  the  preservation. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  The  provision  above,  which  has  been  already 
adopted,  makes  all  the  appropriation  necessary  to  pres(»rve  the  collec- 
tions. Then  we  come  to  the  clause  which  provides  for  the  distribu- 
tion, and  that  it  is  proposed  to  strike  out  and  to  insert  a  re-draft  of  the 
provision  in  another  form.  The  first  paragniph  applies  to  the 
preservation. 

Mr.  Hunter.  Then  the  plan  would  be  to  vote  for  striking  out  and 
to  vote  against  inserting  what  it  is  proposed  to  insert. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  There  is  no  objection  to  appropriating  the  ^,000 
for  the  preservation.  That  is  done.  That  is  nece.^sary.  Then  comes 
for  the  preservation  again.  That  is  a  mistake;  and  therefore  the 
clause  was  redrafted  ])y  the  committee  so  as  to  provide  for  the  distri- 
bution. We  do  not  want  to  provide  once  more  for  preserving  the 
collections  that  are  to  be  kept  there,  and  therefore  these  words  ought 
to  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Hunter.  I  say  strike  out  these  words;  and  then,  if  you  oppose 
the  distribution,  vote  against  the  amendment  which  proposes  to  insert 
the  other  words. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  That  is  precisely  what  I  am  proposing  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Iowa;  to  let  these  words  be  stricken  out,  and  then  liring  up 
the  question  in  that  way. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce.  I  should  like  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
that  there  are  collections  enough  to  supply  every  college  and  every 
scientific  institution  interested  in  such  matters  in  the  countrv,  and  our 
intention  is  to  supply  the  whole  of  them;  there  can  not  ])e  any  favor- 
itism; but  we  must  make  some  small  appropriation  for  it,  although 
we  do  not  propose  to  pay  the  ti'ansportiition.  It  would  not  do,  for 
example,  to  let  the  president  of  a  college  come  heie  and  select  just 
what  he  would  pick  and  carry  away.  That  would  produce  the  very 
effect  which  the  Senator  is  so  desirous  of  avoiding.  One  institution 
would  get  too  nmch,  perhaps.  Somebody  nuist  l)e  employed  not  only 
to  armnge  these  objects  of  natural  history  and  classify  them,  but  also 
to  put  aside  into  separate  parcels  the  portions  which  are  to  bo  dis- 
tri])uted  to  the  different  institutions,  l^or  that  we  are  to  piiy.  The 
Senator  can  guard  against  the  Government  paying  the  (expenses  of 
transportation,  if  he  pleases,  ])\'  making  an  amendment  to  it  in  this 
foiTu:  '*  Provided  that  no  part  of  the  said  money  shall  be  expended  in 
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transportation.'"  As  to  favoritism,  I  say  it  is  not  possible,  because 
there  is  an  abundance  of  these  collections  to  answer  the  calls  of  every 
institution  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bragg.  I  think  the  difficulty  may  be  obviated  by  an 
amendment  which  I  have  prepared,  though  I  suppose  my  amendment 
will  not  be  in  order  at  this  time,  as  I  understand  there  is  an  amend- 
ment pending  to  the  amendment. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  question  now  is  on  striking  out. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  On  striking  out  what  nobody  objects  to  strik- 
ing out. 

Mr.  Bragg.  This,  I  think,  will  accord  with  the  idea  of  the  Senator 
from  Maryland,  to  follow  the  amendment  offered  by  the  conunittee: 

Such  distribution  to  be  only  to  institutions  willing  to  receive  the  same,  and  at  their 
own  expense. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  question  is  on  striking  out. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Hale.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  strike  out  more  words 
with  those  which  the  committee  propose  to  strike  out? 

The  Presiding  Officer.  Perhaps  it  would  be  in  order  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment;  but  the  Chair  would  suggest  to  the  Senator 
that  it  would  be  better  to  take  the  question  on  striking  out  the  words 
which  the  committee  proposes  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  Hale.  I  agree  to  that. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  question  is  on  striking  out  the  words 
whi(rh  have  been  read. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  agreed  to. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  question  now  is  on  the  amendment  of 
the  C -ommittee  on  Finance,  to  insert  the  following  words: 

F(jr  the  distribution  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions 
of  the  Government,  and  the  construction  of  additional  cases  to  receive  such  part  of 
said  collections  as  may  be  retained  by  the  Government,  $6,000. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  moves  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  adding  to  it: 

Su(;h  distribution  to  Ixj  only  to  institutions  willing  to  receive  the  same,  and  at 
their  own  expense. 

The  question  is  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Hale.  I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  of  this,  from  beginning  to 
end.  I  have  been  in  Congress  I  do  not  know  how  many  years;  but 
about  us  long  us  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has  been  in  existence. 
1  have  devoted  some  time  every  year,  more  or  less,  to  finding  out 
what  on  earth  that  Smithsonian  Institution  was  for;  I  have  had  friends 
who  have  visited  Washington,  who  have  told  me  that  they  were  going 
to  examine  it  to  find  out;  and  I  have  asked  them  repeatedly,  if  any  of 
them  had  found  it  out,  to  tell  me.  The  New  York  Tribune — I  do  not 
often  quote  from  that  paper,  for  it  is  never  very  complimentary  to 
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me,  anv  more  than  it  is  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution — said  that  it 
was  a  sort  of  lying-in  hospital  for  literary  valetudinarians.     But,  sir,  it 

has  a  fund,  I  believe,  of  $500,000 

Mr.  J.  W.  Grimes.  Six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Mr.  Hale.  Six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  making  an  income,  then, 
of  $36,000  a  year  '^  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men,"  I  believe.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  in  the  lot  of  humanity, 
they  have  never  distributed  knowledge  enough  to  me  to  let  me  know 
what  the  thing  is  for  or  what  it  does.  In  addition  to  the  $36,000 
which  it  has  of  its  annual  income  from  its  funds,  you  propose  now 
to  appropriate  $10,000  more  for  preserving  the  collections  of  the 
exploring  and  surveying  expeditions  of  the  Government,  and  for  the 
distribution  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  expeditions,  and 
the  construction  of  additional  cases  to  receive  such  collections  as  may 
be  retained  by  the  Government.  We  are  to  appropriate  $10,000  to 
this  Institution,  to  keep  and  distribute  these  collections,  in  addition 
to  their  annual  income  of  $36,000.  I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  of  it. 
I  think  it  is  wrong.  I  think  the  Institution  itself  is  wrong,  and  baaed 
upon  one  of  the  grossest  misconceptions  of  plain  English  that  any 
institution  ever  was. 
r-^  Old  Mr.  Smithson — if  the  Senate  do  not  want  to  hear  me  1  will  stop; 
\  I  know  it  is  not  a  very  good  time  to  speak  ["  Go  on !  "J — old  Mr.  Smith- 
i  son  I  suppose  was  a  man  of  scientific  attainments — no  doubt  of  that — 
i  a  friend  of  science;  a  lover  of  science.  He  had  seen  the  colleges  and 
the  universities  of  England  hitched  on  to  the  church  and  the  stirte. 
The  yoking  together  of  these  three  he  thought  was  not  favorable  to 
the  advancement  of  science  in  the  world.  Then,  sir,  he  had  in  hit 
brain  the  sublime  conception  of  founding  a  democratic  university;  one 
that  should  be  free  from  the  corruptions  of  the  church  and  state,  as 
they  existed  in  England.  Looking  abroad  over  the  face  of  the  eartii 
to  see  a  place  where  this  great  and  benevolent  idea  might  be  carried 
out,  he  selected  the  United  States  as  a  place  where  democratic  instita? 
tions  prevailed,  and  he  gave  this  liberal  fund  that  he  might  found  an 
institution  under  the  benign  influence  of  democratic  institutions,  that 
should  be  devoted  to  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  anKHQl|; 
men,  instead  of  having  it  harnessed  to  church  and  state.  Well,' sir, 
our  Government  undertook  the  trust,  and  a  grosser  abuse  of  a  trust 
never  was  perpetrated  on  the  earth.  Some  of  the  wisest  men  we  had 
at  that  day  thought  there  was  too  vague  a  meaning  in  that  phraseology 
which  said  that  it  was  to  be  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl« 
edge  among  men.  They  forgot  that  men  were*  made  of  boys,  and 
they  thought  that  if  they  devoted  it,  as  poor  old  Smithson  intended  it 
should  be,  for  the  education  of  boys,  under  the  influence  of  such  an 
institution  as  he  designed,  it  would  not  answer  his  purpose,  because 
he  intended  it  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  ^' among 
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men;"  and  so  they  have  got  up  the  thing  they  have.  I  will  not  char- 
acterize it,  for  I  confess  I  do  not  know  what  it  is.  I  saw  an  advertise- 
ment in  the  National  Intelligencer  that  there  was  to  be  an  exhibition 
there  at  25  cents  a  ticket,  or  perhaps  50  cents.  That  is  for  the 
*' increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  In  addition  to 
perverting  Mr.  Smithson's  benevolent  and  sagacious  purposes,  defeat- 
ing one  of  the  greatest  ideas  that  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  a 
benevolent  scholar — instead  of  making  such  an  institution  as  he  wanted, 
you  have  founded  the  great  humbug  of  the  land;  and  you  propose 
now,  in  addition  to  the  $36,000,  to  pay  them  $10,000  out  of  the  public 
Treasury.  I  propose  to  strike  it  all  out.  Now,  I  am  prepared  to  be 
castigated  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Pearce]  just  as  much 
as  he  pleases. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Ten  Eyck.  Ilather  than  have  this  discussion  continued  on 
the  merits  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  I  move  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn.     [''  Oh,  no  ! "] 

Mr.  Fessenden.  We  shall  have  it  to-morrow  instead  of  to-day. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Rice.  The  understanding  was  that  we  should  sit  here 
until  5  o'clock,  and  then  take  a  recess  until  7  o'clock. 

Mr.  L.  F.  S.  Foster.  I  would  suggest  that  the  motion  can  not  be 
entertained.  Under  the  order  of  the  Senate  last  night  the  Senate 
to-day  was  to  take  a  recess  from  5  o'clock  to  7,  and  an  adjournment  now 
would  override  the  order  of  the  Senate  yesterday,  and  would  be  an 
adjournment  until  to-morrow.  Therefore,  such  a  motion,  I  think,  can 
not  be  entertained. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck.  T  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce.  Mr.  President 

Mr.  William  Bigler.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  taking  a  recess  now. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  Senator  from  Maryland  is  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  Pearce.  I  shall  not  consume  much  of  the  time  of  the  Senate 
by  replying  to  the  attack  which  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
has  made  on  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Some  years  ago  the  plan 
of  that  Institution  was  the  subject  of  deliberate  investigation  by  a 
committee  of  the  Senate.  It  was  discussed  here  in  this  body.  It  wag 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  approved  the  plan  of  the  Institution  for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.  The  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire has  not  given  us  any  great  reason  to  respect  his  authority  on  this 
subject,  because  he  started  out  with  a  confession  that  he  knew  nothing 
about  it;  and,  confessing  so  much,  I  take  it  that  the  Senate  will  take 
him  at  his  word  and  estimate  the  value  of  his  remarks  at  just  what  he 
himself  admits  them  to  be  worth.  It  is  enough,  sir,  that  the  men  who 
composed  the  first  Board  of  Regents,  of  which  I  was  not  one,  were 
among  the  best  men  in  the  country,  and  that  they  established  this  Insti- 
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tution  upon  the  plan  by  which  it  is  now  known  and  which  has  received 
the  deliberate  assent  of  the  Committee  of  the  Judiciary  of  the  Senate 
and  of  the  Senate  itself.  How  the  Senator  gets  at  his  theory  of  Smith- 
son's  intentions  I  do  not  know.  If  he  has  ever  read  Smithson's  will, 
he  will  not  find  one  word  of  all  that  he  has  said  in  it;  and  we,  who  do 
know  something  about  the  history  of  Smithson,  know  the  peculiar 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  give  this  legacy  to  the  United  States. 

But,  sir,  the  Senator  has  remarked  about  an  exhibition  given  at  the 
Institution  a  few  days  since.  I  wish  to  explain  that.  It  might  be 
supposed  by  members  of  the  Senate  that  this  25  cents  a  head  was  a 
fee  to  the  Institution.  No  such  thing.  The  Smithsonian  Instita- 
tion  has  a  remarkably  fine  lecture  room,  and  it  is  very  often  apfdied 
for  by  individuals  who  wish  to  lecture  there.  In  no  case  is  it  given 
to  an  individual  who  charges.  ,  The  only  case  in  which  anyone  is 
allowed  to  charge  is  where  the  object  is  charitable  or  religions. 
Church  congregations  have  sometimes  applied  for  it  when  a  lecture 
was  to  be  delivered,  and  they  have  been  allowed  in  that  case  to  use 
the  hall,  and  they  themselves  charge  25  cents  for  each  hearer  of 
the  lecture — making  a  fund  for  the  building  of  their  church  or  for 
the  charitable  object  which  is  to  be  subserved,  whatever  it  may  be. 
These  are  the  only  cases  where  a  charge  is  made.  The  lectures  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  are  always  free;  and  I  believe  they  are  a  Utile 
more  valuable  than  most  lectures  in  the  country  for  which  people  pay 
very  willingly. 

Now,  so  far  as  the  Government  giving  ^10,000  a  year  to  this  Insti- 
tution is  concerned,  it  is  an  entire  mistake.  The  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution accommodated  and  obliged  the  Government  by  admitting 
within  their  walls  these  collections  for  which  the  Government  had  no 
proper  place,  the  Government  only  paying  the  expense  of  their  pres- 
ervation; that  is  all.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  does  not  derive 
any  value  to  its  funds  from  these  appropriations  by  the  Government. 
So  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  these  enormous  collections,  the 
Institution  is  not  benefited  a  fraction.  All  we  want  is  a  little  appro^ 
priation  to  defray  the  expense  which  the  Institution  must  incur  in 
classifying  and  separating  these  specimens  of  natural  history  lor 
distribution.  I  do  not  object  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  and  I  purposely  refrain  from  much  that  I  might  say, 
that  I  may  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Simon  Cameron.  I  am  one  of  those  who  were  here  at  the  tune 
of  the  reception  by  this  Government  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  iaiA 
one  of  those  who  voted  to  receive  that  donation  from  a  philanthropie 
man  in  England,  who  died  and  left  us  his  money.  I  recollect  very 
well  that  the  arguments  of  those  who  were  opposed  to  receiving  ife 
were  that  it  would  be  a  constant  tax  on  us;  that  the  giving  to  us  of 
those  $500,000  would  result  in  the  expenditure  of  millions;  and  all  fhfi 
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friends  of  the  Institution,  amongst  them  myself,  said,  "No;  we  will 
take  this  $500,000  and  get  the  best  we  can  out  of  it."  From  that  time 
to  now  I  have  always  opposed  any  appropriation  for  it.  If  the  Insti- 
tution can  not  sustain  itself,  let  it  fall.  I  believe  it  is  doing  good. 
I  do  not  want  to  make  it  one  of  those  things  that  shall  constantly  eat 
into  the  vitals  of  this  Government.  This  is  a  Government  here  by 
itself,  controlling  itself,  and  controlling  many  other  things  around  it. 
My  feelings  to  it  are  nothing  but  kind;  but  I  think  it  ought  to  sus- 
tain itself,  and  I  shall  vote  against  every  appropriation  for  it.  I  rise, 
however,  only  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  a  remark  made  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maryland,  who  is  almost  always  right.  He  spoke  of  the 
ignorance  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  on  this  subject.  I 
simply  want  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Maryland  that  the  best  book 
we  have  ever  had  says  that  whenever  we  have  learned  our  owh  ,igno- 
rance  we  are  nearest  wisdom. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Fessenden.  I  wish  to  correct  an  error  into  which  my 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  has  fallen;  and  I  think  my  friend  from  New 
Hampshire  also  is  troubled  with  the  same  difficulty.  This  is  not 
anything  paid  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  It  is  not  in  aid  of  their 
fund.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  anything  connected  with  that  Insti- 
tution in  any  shape  or  form.  They  do  not  call  upon  us  for  anything 
connected  properly  with  the  Institution,  to  render  them  any  aid  in  any 
shape.  The  simple  matter  is  this:  We  have  a  large  collection  of  this 
material,  coming  from  several  exploring  expeditions.  It  was  all 
placed  at  the  Patent  Office,  or  under  the  charge  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior.  There  was  nobody  to  take  care  of  it;  there  was  nobody  to 
arrange  it;  nobody  to  do  anything  with  regard  to  it;  it  was  turning 
out  to  be  utterly  useless,  of  no  good  to  the  Government;  and  we 
imposed  the  burden  on  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  We  decreed  that 
it  should  be  sent  there  and  should  be  examined  there. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Mason.  Against  their  will. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  And  against  their  will.  They  did  not  ask  it.  It 
was  a  burden  we  imposed  upon  them;  and  having  sent  it  there,  we 
have  made  an  appropriation,  heretofore,  merely  of  enough  to  preserve 
what  was  necessary  to  be  preserved,  and  to  pay  the  salaiy  of  a  person 
who  was  to  take  charge  of  it,  fix  the  room  and  take  care  of  it — $4:, 000, 
I  think,  each  year;  and  it  was  found,  on  a  careful  examination  (I  was 
on  the  committee  when  it  was  first  made),  to  be  a  reasonable  provision. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  a  very  large  number  of  these  duplicates,  and  it  is 
proposed  that  those  also  shall  be  arranged  by  these  persons;  and  after 
they  are  arranged,  and  it  is  found  distinctly  what  is  best  to  keep,  the 
rest  shall  be  distributed  among  the  institutions  of  the  country.  It  is 
not  for  the  benefit  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  but  for  the  benefit 
of  the  institutions  of  the  country.  We  called  on  them  to  do  the  work; 
and  gentlemen  get  up  here  and  argue  that  we  should  compel  them  to 
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do  the  work  and  not  pay  them  for  the  labor,  and  compel  them  alao  to 
pay  their  own  expenses.  It  is  simply  providing  a  mode  by  whicjh  we 
may  carry  out  our  own  objects  and  our  own  purposes  through  their 
agency.  The  labor  that  they  have  given  to  this  work  and  the  serv- 
ices they  render  are  altogether  gratuitous;  and  certainly  they  oug^t 
not  to  be  abused  for  doing  what  we  asked  them  to  do  with  reference 
to  matters  which  we  have  placed  under  their  control,  without  their 
requesting  us  to  do  it.  That  is  the  simple  fact  about  this  matter.  It 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Institution. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  itself,  what  it  has  done 
for  science,  and  what  it  is  doing  for  science.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it 
is  doing  much;  how  much,  I  do  not  know.  I  confers  the  same  i^or- 
ance  that  has  been  confessed  by  my  friend  from  New  Hampshire,  ¥Fith 
the  addition  that  I  feel  ashamed  I  do  not  know  more  about  it.  I  ought 
to  know  more  about  it.  I  have  only  to  leave  my  other  avoo>ationa, 
which  prevent  me  from  knowing  what  I  want  to  know.  It  is  my  own 
fault. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Douglas.  I  desire  to  add  but  a  word  to  what  has  been  ao 
well  said  by  the  Senator  from  Maine.  This  burden  was  imposed  upon 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  not  only  without  their  request,  but  against 
their  wish.  These  objects  were  collected  by  the  exploring  expedi- 
tions and  deposited  in  the  Patent  Office.  They  were  kept  there  and 
preserved  as  objects  of  great  curiosity  and  great  interest,  until  they 
occupied  so  large  a  space  that  the  Government  could  not  afford  the 
room.  They  needed  the  room,  and  had  no  place  to  put  them  in.  The 
Smithsonian  Institution  happened  to  have  vacant  space;  but  these  <xA* 
lections  were  not  connected  with  the  objects  of  that  Institution.  The 
Institution  was  willing  to  give  them  the  room  free  of  rent  They 
were  willing  to  take  charge  of  the  collection,  if  the  annual  expenaee 
of  the  burden  thus  imposed  were  borne  by  the  Government.  It 
accepted  as  a  great  favor  by  the  Government  I  do  think,  if  they 
worthy  of  our  encouragement,  we  ought  to  pay  the  actual  expenses, 
no  more,  of  taking  charge  of  these  objects  of  curiosity.  Probridlj^ 
there  is  no  object  of  greater  curiosity  to  the  visitor  and  the  strangw 
who  comes  to  Washington  than  this  museum  thus  collected;  and  insftr 
much  as  they  would  be  an  attraction  to  the  Institution,  they  weni^ 
willing  to  accept  them;  but  the  objects  themselves  belonged  to  Hkn 
Government.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  is  giving  the  Govenun^^l^ 
a  place  in  which  to  keep  them.  I  think,  therefore,  that  we  are  bound 
by  every  consideration  of  public  policy  and  duty  to  make  this  ap[MPQhr 
priation.  I  will  not  occupy  time,  for  I  believe  it  w  ill  be  voted  alinofljd 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Cameron.  I  must  say  a  word  in  reply  to  what  has  been  said  by: 
the  Senator  from  Maine  and  the  Senator  from  Illinois.  I  do  not  beUen^e^ 
that  they  have  studied  this  subject  so  well  as  they  usually  study  qaes<i 
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tions.  It  occurs  to  my  mind  that  all  this  labor  which  we  have  imposed 
upon  the  Smithsonian  Institution  they  have  invited.  I  remember  when 
this  exploring  expedition  came  in  it  was  said  specimens  were  brought 
home  that  would  be  valueless  to  the  country  unless  we  put  them  in  the 
Patent  Office.  After  awhile  somebody  came  and  asked  that  they 
should  be  given  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  because,  it  was  said, 
it  would  be  an  attraction  to  that  building,  take  people  there,  make  it  a 
credit  to  the  country;  and  we  voted  for  it.  After  awhile  they  asked 
us  to  give  them  a  certain  number  of  books  which  scientific  persons  had 
written  and  we  had  paid  for  the  printing  of.  The  rule  used  to  be  that 
all  those  books  were  sent  to  Congress  and  distributed  by  members  of 
Congress;  but  gentlemen  here  said  we  ought  not  to  distribute  them; 
we  should  give  them  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  Then  we 
gave  them  to  the  Patent  Office;  and  then  to  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion; and  now  these  gentlemen  ask  us  to  pay  them  for  distributing 
those  very  things  which  they  invited  us  to  give  them. 

Mr.  Pearce.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  to  specify  what  scientific  books 
the  Institution  has  ever  asked  us  to  give  them? 

Mr.  Cameron.  When  I  think  the  gentleman  has  a  right  to  ask  a 
question,  I  will  answer  it.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  now  that  I 
want  this  Institution  to  sustain  itself.  There  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  appropriate  money  from  year  to  year  to  keep  up  that,  a  bit 
more  than  that  you  should  build  up  a  scientific  institution  in  the 
village  where  I  live.  What  right  has  that  Institution  to  come  here, 
and  what  right  have  we  to  expend  money  to  keep  up  an  Institution  for 
the  benefit  only  of  those  who  live  by  it?  The  Government  has  no 
interest  in  it.  The  gentlemen  who  get  their  salaries,  and  who  live  on 
the  money  which  old  Smithson  gave  us,  have  an  interest  in  it,  but  we 
have  none.     I  shall  vote  against  it,  if  nobody  else  does. 

Mr.  Douglas.  I  think  it  is  unfair  for  my  friend  from  Maryland  to 
be  putting  questions  to  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  for  he  is  evi- 
dently joking  in  what  he  says.  He  is  not  serious  when  he  talks  about 
the  request  of  the  Institution  made  to  Congress  for  this  appropriation 
and  that  appropriation.  It  is  contrary  to  the  known  history  of  the 
Institution,  and  to  the  known  history  of  the  country.  It  is  a  very 
good  joke  on  the  part  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania;  but  I  really 
think  the  Senate  are  not  going  to  vote  down  this  amendment  on  the 
strength  of  that  joke. 

Mr.  Cameron.  I  will  merely  say,  if  the  gentlemen  of  that  Institu- 
tion do  not  want  to  have  the  charge  of  these  things,  let  them  give 
them  up.  What  do  we  care  about  stuffed  snakes,  alligators,  and  all 
such  things? 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  to  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee. 
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The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  Presiding  Officer.  The  question  now  recurs  on  the  amend- 
ment as  amended. 
Mr.  Preston  King.  What  is  the  amendment  as  amended  'i 
The  Presiding  Officer.  The  Secretary  will  read  it. 
The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

For  the  distribution  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  sun^eying  expeditiona 
of  the  Government,  and  the  construction  of  additional  cases  to  receive  such  part  of 
said  collections  as  may  be  retained  by  the  Government,  $6,000;  such  distribution  to 
be  made  to  institutions  willing  to  receive  the  same  at  their  own  expense. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  That  refers  merely  to  the  transportation. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Grimes.  What  is  the  appropriation  of  $6,000  for? 

Mr.  Fessenden.  For  putting  them  in  order  and  arranging  them. 

Mr.  Cameron.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  appropriation.  I  have  no 
doubt  if  these  things  are  of  any  use  scientific  people  will  be  glad  to 
get  them,  and  I  am  willing  to  let  them  have  them,  if  they  will  take 
them. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Rice.  The  question  strikes  me  in  two  different  aspects, 
a  personal  and  an  official  one.  If  we  have  a  right  to  make  an  appro- 
priation for  distributing  stuffed  snakes  and  the  various  other  things 
that  may  be  collected  and  brought  here,  why  have  we  not  a  right  to 
make  pn  appropriation  for  distributing  the  models  in  the  Patent  Office, 
or  distributing  hoes,  plows,  and  other  implements?  This  has  all  grown 
out  of  an  infraction,  in  my  opinion,  of  the  Constitution  by  distribu- 
ting seeds.  We  must  stop  somewhere.  If  you  can  do  this  under  the 
Constitution,  what  can  you  not  do?  I  know  that  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution has  done  great  good  for  the  country.  I  am  applied  to  daily 
for  books  published  by  it,  and  I  know  that  they  are  valuable;  bat  it 
is  not,  under  the  Constitution,  a  Government  institution.  Let  us  stop 
somewhere,  and  I  think  we  might  as  well  stop  here  as  anywhere. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Hale.  I  think  so,  too.  I  should  like  the  country  to  know 
how  much  we  have  spent  for  printing  pictures  of  bugs,  reptiles,  etc, 
that  these  exploring  expeditions  have  brought  here.  We  published 
eleven  or  twelve  volumes  of  the  exploring  expedition,  illustrated  with 
pictures  of  bugs,  snakes,  and  reptiles.  It  has  cost  us  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  print  those  pictures,  and  now  we  are  going  to  spend  $10,000  to 
distribute  them  after  spending  millions  to  print  pictures  of  then. 
The  thing  is  all  wrong,  sir. 

Mr.  Mason.  Mr.  President,  I  have  been  for  many  years  one  of  the 
Regents  of  this  Institution,  under  the  appointment  of  the  Senate^  in 
connection  with  my  friend  from  Maryland.  We  know  that  it  is  a 
public  trust;  one,  we  think,  of  a  sacred  character.  We  know  M  ft 
fact,  and  it  appears  in  the  records  of  that  Institution,  that  these  speci- 
mens of  natural  history,  sent  from  the  Patent  Office  to  the  Smiths 
sonian  Institution,  were  sent  there  against  the  remonstrances,  repented 
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from  year  to  year,  of  that  Institution;  and  if  either  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  or  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  or  any  gentleman 
who  thinks  with  them,  would  introduce  an  amendment  to  this  bill 
directing  the  Institution  to  throw  what  they  had  received  from  the 
Government  out  of  doors — just  put  it  out  of  doors  and  let  it  rot — I 
will  vote  for  it.  It  belongs  to  the  Government.  It  does  not  belong 
to  the  Institution.  It  has  no  business  there  within  the  terms  of  the 
trust;  none  whatever.  It  was  forced  upon  them  against  their  will;  as 
they  believe,  in  violation  of  the  trust  left  to  us  by  Smithson;  and  if 
those  gentlemen  will  devise  any  mode  to  take  away  all  these  specimens 
of  natural  history  sent  there  by  the  Government  I  will  vote  for  it 
cheerfully.  I  do  not  know  that  I  would  not  consider  it  incumbent 
upon  me,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  them,  if  the  Government 
will  not  bear  the  expense  of  throwing  them  out  of  doors,  to  vote  it 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  Institution. 

Mr.  Cameron.  I  will  take  the  Senator  from  Virginia  at  his  word,  as 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  say  let  them  throw  them  out  of  doors. 
They  are  good  for  nothing  there,  and  they  are  good  for  nothing  out  of 
doors.  Suppose  these  gentlemen  were  to  come  here  now  asking  us  to 
appropriate  $<),0()0  or  $10,000  to  distribute  through  this  country  speci- 
mens of  the  finest  arts  the  world  has  ever  produced,  which  they  could 
purchase  for  that  sum  of  money  in  Europe,  would  not  everybody  vote 
against  it?  There  is  not  a  man  here  who  would  not  vote  against  a 
proposition  to  bring  the  finest  statuary  and  the  finest  paintings 

Mr.  Mason.  Will  the  Senator  allowme  to  interrupt  him  a  moment? 

Mr.  Cameron.  Certainly. 

Mr.  Mason.  The  Senator  says  he  will  do  it  if 

Mr.  Cameron.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Mr.  Mason.  The  law  now  directs  that  these  objects  shall  be  sent  to 
the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Let  the  Senator,  on  his  responsibility, 
propose  to  repeal  that  law,  and  I  will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Cameron.  I  will  do  that  most  cheerfully. 

Mr.  Mason.  Well,  do  it  now. 

Mr.  Cameron.  SuflBcient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  I  will 
bring  in  a  bill  to-morrow,  if  Senators  think  it  proper;  but  we  are  dis- 
cussing this  question  now.  Here  is  an  appropriation  of  $6,000  for  a 
most  worthless  purpose;  and  what  right  have  we  to  appropriate  it? 
When  we  are  all  talking  about  the  distresses  of  the  country;  when  we 
do  not  know  how  much  country  we  shall  have  in  a  few  days;  when  the 
Treasury  is  empty — not  a  dollar  to  pay  even  mem!x»rs  of  Congress,  to 
pay  laborers  out  of  doors — we  are  to  appropriate  1^,000  or  $10,000  to 
preserve  a  parcel  of  what  you  call  scientific  specimens.  A  Senator 
over  the  way  said  they  were  toads  and  snakes,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
they  are  that  sort  of  thing.  They  are  no  use  to  anybody  now;  they 
have  served  their  day. 

H.  Doc.  782^-40 
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I  am  tired  of  all  this  thing  called  science  hero.  It  was  only  the  other 
day  we  made  another  appropriation  in  regard  to  the  expedition  which 
Captain  Wilkes  took  out  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  We  have  paid  tl^OOO 
a  volume  for  the  book  which  he  published.  Who  has  ever  seen  that 
book  outside  of  this  Senate,  and  how  many  copies  are  there  of  it  in 
this  country?  We  have  spent  millions  in  that  sort  of  thing  for  the 
last  few  years,  and  it  is  time  it  should  be  stopped.  Now,  the  only 
way — and  I  say  it  in  all  sincerity — in  which  I  think  this  Smithsonian 
Institution  can  be  useful  to  the  country  is  by  living  within  its  means; 
that  it  shall  not  ask  any  aid  of  the  Government  at  all;  that  it  shall  not 
rely  on  patronage,  but  on  the  good  it  does  and  the  l>enefit  it  confers, 
to  sustain  it.  The  country  at  large  and  the  people  of  this  country  will 
take  care  of  it  if  it  is  worthv  to  ]ye  taken  care  of,  but  if  thev  come  to 
the  legislature  everj'  year  asking  for  an  appropriation  it  must  sink. 
As  a  friend  of  that  Institution,  and  as  a  friend  of  the  very  distin- 
guished and  able  and  pure  man  who  is  at  the  head  of  it,  I  do  not  want 
it  to  be  connected  with  the  Government  at  all. 

The  Presiding  OmcER.  The  Chair  understands  the  Senator  from 
Pennsvlvania  to  move  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  contained  in  the 
amendment? 

Mr.  Cameron.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  question,  then,  will  be  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  to  strike  out  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Cameron  and  Mr.  Hale.  Let  us  have  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that. 

Mr.  K.  S.  Bingham.  Why  can  not  we  take  a  vote  direct  on  the 
amendment? 

Mr.  Cameron.  I  have  no  objection  to  that.     I  withdraw  the  call. 

Mr.  Hale.  T  hope  we  shall  have  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amendment 
of  the  committee. 

The  Presiding  Officeu.  Does  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  with- 
draw his  amendments 

Mr.  Cameron.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  question,  then,  will  be  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  as  amended  on  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Cameron.  I  desire  to  have  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  on  that 
question. 

The  veas  and  navH  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Hale.  I  simply  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
fact  that  we  have  stricken  out  of  the  amendment,  on  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  North  C\irolina,  all  the  expenses  incurred  for  distribu- 
tion, and  now  you  propose  to  give  $t),0(K)  to  make  bug  (*ases  alonie 
without  any  tninsiwrtution. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  1  will  suggest  that  it  is  now  within  four  minutes 
of  the  time  when  wo  agreed  to  take;  a  re<,*ess. 
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Mr.  Cameron.  Let  us  take  a  vote. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  as  amended,  resulted — yeas  29,  nays  6;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Meesn.  Ajithony,  Bigler,  Bragg,  Chandler,  Clark,  Dixon,  Douglas,  Durkee, 
Feesenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Harlan,  Hemphill,  Johnson  of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennes- 
see, Lane,  Latham,  Mason,  Nicholson,  Pearce,  Polk,  Powell,  Sebastian,  Seward, 
Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  and  Wilson — ^29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Cameron,  Grimes,  Hale,  King^  Rice,  and  Wilson — 6. 

So  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

March  2,  1861. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1862. 

ExploTviig  expedition, — For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the 
exploring  and  surveying  expeditions  of  the  Government,  $4,000. 

For  the  distribution  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  survey- 
ing expeditions  of  the  Government,  and  the  construction  of  addi- 
tional cases  to  receive  such  part  of  said  collections  as  may  be  retained 
by  the  Government,  $6,000;  such  distribution  to  be  only  to  institutions 
willing  to  receive  the  same,  and  at  their  own  expense. 

(Stat.,  XII,  217.) 

EXPLORING   EXPEDrnON. 
June  15,  1860. 

Resolved,,  etc.^  That  two  copies  of  the  works  of  the  exploring  expe- 
dition, so  far  as  they  can  be  supplied  from  the  copies  ordered  to  be 
deposited  in  the  Library  of  Congress  for  preservation,  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  February  20,  1845,  and  the  residue  of  said  works  as  they  shall 
be  completed,  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  one  copy  of  which 
to  be  presented  by  him  to  the  Federal  Republic  of  Switzerland,  and 
the  other  to  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annaix)lis,  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 

(Stat.,  Xn,  116.) 

February  21,  1861. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1S6L 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.,  There  is  hereby  further  appro- 
priated, in  like  manner,  to  pay  arrears  due  authors  and  artists  of  the 
exploring  expedition,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  August  26,  1842, 
$11,036.26. 

(Stat,  XII,  144.) 
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APPOINTMENT  OP  REGENTS 

By  the  Vice'Pre8ide7it, 
December  4,  1861 — Senate. 

The  Chair  announced  the  appointment  of  W.  P.  Fessenden,  of  Maine, 
and  Lyman  Trumbull,  of  Illinois,  as  Regents. 
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January  16,  18e3-r-Senate. 

Mr.  Lyman  Trumbull  moved  that  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  Han- 
nibal Hab^lin)  appoint  a  member  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of 
Regents  occasioned  by  the  death  of  James  A.  Pearce.     Adopted. 

The  Vice-President  appointed  Garret  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  to  fill 
the  vacancy. 

APPOINTMENT  OF   REGENTS 

By  the  Speaker, 
December  19,  1861 — Houee. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Galusha  A.  Grow)  appointed  as  Regents, 
Schuyler  Colfax,  of  Indiana,  Edward  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Samuel  S.  (Jox,  of  Ohio. 

APPOINTMENT  OF   REGENTS 

By  Joint  Besolution. 
March  3,  1862— Senate. 

Mr.  James  Dixon  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave 
to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  (S.  56)  for  the  appointment  of  a  Regent 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  Dixon.  Let  the  resolution  be  read  at  length. 

Re9olv€dy  etc,,  That  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  R^ents  of  the  Smithsonian  Inrtl- 
tution  of  the  class  other  than  members  of  Congress,  caused  by  the  decease  of  Cor- 
neUus  C.  Felton,  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Henry  Barnard,  of  ConnecticoL 

Mr.  Dixon.  Mr.  Barnard  is  so  well  known  to  the  Senate,  and  to 
the  whole  country,  for  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  public  educatioii, 
that  I  am  in  hopes  the  resolution  may  be  passed,  oven  without  a  raf* 
erence.  He  has  devoted  his  life  to  the  very  object  specified  in  the 
will  of  Mr.  Smithson,  ''the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  mankind^** 
and  therefore  I  am  in  hopes  the  Senate  will  consent  to  its  immediate 
passage.     If  not,  I  shall  not  urge  it,  but  move  its  reference. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  Hannibal  Hamlin).  The  Senator  trv/ffL 
Connecticut  asks  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  consider  t|ip 
resolution  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Fessenden.  I  must  object  to  that.  Although  the  ecMh 
fession  argues  myself  unknown,  I  must  say  that  I  never  heard  of  Mr. 
Barnard  before. 

The  Vice-President.  Objection  being  made  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution,  it  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  Dixon.  Mr.  President 

The  Vice-President.  It  is  not  subject  to  discussion. 

Mr.  Dixon.  I  should  myself,  on  objection  being  offered,  have  noifjidt 
a  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Conunittee  on  the  Library. 
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The  Vice-President.  It  is  referred. 

Mr.  Dixon.  I  feel  that  I  ought  to  say  one  word,  if  the  Senate  will 
allow  me,  though  not  strictly  in  order,  in  reply  to  the  remark  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  that  he  had  never  heard  of  Mr.  Barnard.  It  is 
unfortunate  undoubtedly,  and  may  seem  to  be  a  reflection  on  Mr. 
Barnard.  He  is  known  everj^where  throughout  the  whole  country  and 
in  Europe  for  his  exertions  in  the  cause  of  popular  education.  I  would 
not  have  said  a  word  but  for  that  remark,  which  might  imply  some 
disrespect  on  the  part  of  the  Senator  to  Mr.  Barnard,  which  I  hope, 
however,  was  not  the  case. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  I  meant  none  in  the  world.  I  meant  simply  to  say 
that  it  so  happened,  unfortunately  for  myself,  that  1  never  heard  of 
Mr.  Barnard,  and  I  would  rather  the  matter  should  be  referred. 

Mr.  Dixon.  I  supposed  it  to  be  so,  yet  felt  that  I  ought  to  say  so 
much  in  justice  to  a  gentleman  so  widely  and  favorably  known. 

March  12,  1862— House. 

Mr.  Edw.  McPherson  introduced  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Theodore  D.  Woolsey,  of  Connecticut,  as  Regent,  in  place  of 
C.  C.  Felton,  deceased;  referred  to  Committee  on  the  Library. 

March  27,  1862— House. 

Mr.  Edw.  McPherson  asked  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  unani- 
mous report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library  on  resolution  appoint- 
ing T.  D.  Woolsey  Regent. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Washburne.  I  object. 

Mr.  Washburne  subsequently  withdrew  his  objection,  and  it  was 
renewed  ])y  Mr.  S.  S.  Cox. 

March  28,  1862— House. 

Mr.  Edw.  McPherson  reported  the  resolution  to  appoint  T.   D. 
Woolsey  as  Regent;  adopted. 
March  28,  1862— Senate. 

Mr.  Jacob  Collamer,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  reix)rted 
unanimously  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  House  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  T.  D.  Woolsey  Regent;  adopted. 
April  1,  1862— Senate. 

Mr.  James  Dixon.  Yesterday,  I  think,  during  my  absence  from 
my  seat,  or  when  my  attention  was  not  directed  to  it,  the  Senator 
from  Vemiont  [Mr.  Collamer]  called  up  a  joint  resolution  appointing 
President  Woolsey,  of  Yale  College,  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.  I  had  previously  offered  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Barnard,  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Barnard  has  requested 
me  to  withdraw  his  name.  I  ought  to  have  done  it,  and  should  have 
done  it  yesterday,  in  jastice  to  him,  if  I  had  been  present  when  that 
joint  resolution  was  passed.  I  ask  the  consent  of  the  Senate  to  allow 
the  reading  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barnard,  in  which  he  requests  that 
his  name  may  be  withdrawn  and  Mr.  Woolsey  be  appointed. 
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The  Prosident  pro  tempore  (Mr.  Solomon  F<x)t).  No  ohjoction 
being  made,  the  hotter  will  ))e  re^ul  at  the  rocjue^t  of  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut. 

Wasiiingtx)N,  March  iP7,  JSSt, 
My  Dear  Sik:  1  thank  you  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  you  were  pleased  to  pre- 
flent  my  name  to  the  St?nate  in  nomination  for  the  iH)Ht  of  Regent  of  the  Smithitonian 
Institution.  I  pee  hy  the  i)aiK»rrt  that  tlie  name  of  President  Woolwy,  of  Yale  CJol- 
lege,  has  l>een  pn^*nteil  to  the  House*  for  tin*  wime  vatuncy.  Ap  an  "<^lder  and  bet- 
ter floMier**  in  the  cauHe  of  gofnl  learning,  Dr.  Woolsey  should  reeeive  that  appoint- 
ment by  the  vote  of  every  friend  of  my  nomination;  and  I  beg,  therefore,  you  will, 
in  your  own  time  an<l  way,  witlnlraw  my  name  and  give  your  vote  and  influence 
heartily  for  his  apiK)intment. 

Very  tnily,  yourn,  Hknrv  Barnard. 

H<m.  Jamks  DrxoN. 

Mr.  Jacob  Coltjvmeu.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  the  gentleman  is 
mistaken  in  one  idea.  1  know  he  was  present  when  this  resolution 
was  called  up.     He  was  sitting  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  Dixon.  T  presume  I  was,  l)ut  my  attention  wa.s  not  called  to  it. 

Mr.  CoLLAMER.  The  Senator  might  not  have  heard  it,  but  he  was 
present. 

Mr.  Dixon.  1  wilm  not  aware  of  its  being  called  up. 

Aprif  2,  1862. 

Be  it  rtiHfflred^  etc,^  That  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  of  the  class  other  than  members  of  Congress, 
caused  l)y  the  decease  of  Cornelius  C.  Felton,  be  filled  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Theodore  D.  Woolsey,  of  Connecticut. 

(Stat,  XII,  617.) 
January  29,  1863— Senate. 

Mr.  Henry  Wiijson,  of  Miussachusett**,  offered  a  resolution  expel- 
ling George  K.  Badger  from  the  Board  of  Regentij  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  and  appointing  Louis  Agassiz  in  his  plai'C. 
February  2,  1863— Senate. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  Hannibal  Hamlin)  laid  Ixifore  the  Senate  a 
letter  from  Professor  Henry,  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
tmnsmitting  the  following  resolution,  adopU^d  by  the  Board  of  Regents; 
which  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Charles  Sumner,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Li])i'arv : 

Mesftlccd,  That  the  fc>cvreiary  lie  directed  to  inform  the  Conjrretts  of  the  Uoited  Stata 
that  George  E.  Badger,  one  of  the  liegeutn  of  thin  Institution,  hiiH  not  attended  the 
recent  met^tinga  of  the  Boanl,  and  they  are  adviHcnl  that  he  is  now  in  relxjllion  against 
the  (rovemnient  of  the  ITniti»d  Rtaten,  an<l  fiuhniit  whetht»r  the  name  of  waid  Badger 
should  longer  n^main  on  the  Wtit  of  the  Regentn  of  the  said  Institution. 

February  6,  1863— Senate. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilson,  of  Massiu*husetts.  I  move  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lution I  submitted  some  days  ago,  i-emovinof  Mr.  Badger  from  the 
Board  of  Kegcmts  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  ap{x>inting  Pro- 
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fessor  Agassbs  in  his  place.     I  propose  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  who  have  the  subject  under  consideration  in  another  form. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  joint  resolution  expelling  George 
E.  Badger  from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
and  appointing  Louis  Agassiz  in  his  place  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Several  Senators.  Why  not  pass  it  now  I 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts.  I  should  like  to  have  it  put  on  its 
passage  now.  I  understand  th^X  the  chaiiman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Library  has  no  objection  to  the  resolution  being  considered  now 
without  being  referred  to  the  coamaittee. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  James  A.  McDouqall.  I  move  that  the  joint  resolution  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  William  A.  Richardson.  I  suggest  to  my  friend  from  Cali- 
fornia and  also  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  that  we  had  better 
confine  ourselves  now  to  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Badger  and  leave  the 
appointment  to  be  made  as  the  law  requires.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
law  is  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ltman  Trumbull.  The  appointment  is  made  by  joint  resolu- 
tion.    This  is  the  usual  form. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will  simply  say  that  Mr.  Badger 
is  now  in  the  place,  and  I  introduced  this  resolution  to  expel  him  and 
to  appoint  Professor  Agassiz,  certainly  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the 
age  in  any  country.  There  is  now  no  person  upon  the  Board  of 
Regents  from  my  State;  they  are  scattered  elsewhere  all  about  the 
country.  Certainly  we  could  not  select  in  the  whole  nation  any  man 
better  fitted  for  such  a  position  than  Professor  Agassiz.  I  hope  the 
resolution  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  McDougall.  I  do  not  take  any  exception  to  Professor  Agas- 
siz, who,  1  think,  would  be  a  most  competent  man  to  fill  this  place, 
but  I  think  the  business  should  be  disposed  of  with  more  care. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts.  This  subject  waa  brought  before  us 
a  few  days  since  by  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  and  facts  are  presented  showing  that  Mr.  Badger  is  now 
in  the  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  government. 

Mr.  McDougall.  I  think  Professor  Agassiz  the  most  acceptable 
man  that  could  be  named.  I  do  not  object  to  it,  except  as  to  the  way 
in  which  it  is  done. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts.  This  is  the  proper  way  to  do  it. 

Mr.  McDougall.  If  that  is  so,  I  withdraw  my  objection. 

The  joint  resolution  was  passed. 
February  19,  ISeS^Mouae, 

The  next  bill  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table  was  a  joint  resolution 
expelling  George  E.  Badger  from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
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sonian  Institution  and  appointing  IioniH  Aj^'^siz  in  his  place;  which 
was  read  s  first  and  aecond  time. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Washburnb.  I  move  to  refer  that  bill  t<>  the  Committee 
on  the  Library, 

Mr.  B.  F.  Thomas,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire  (o  lu-k  the  gentleman 
who  reported  this  resolution  what  information  he  has  in  regard  to  the 
course  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Badger  which  requires  this  resolution  of 
expulsion  'i 

Mr.  S,  S.  Cox.  This  matter  was  initiated  at  a  meeting  of  the  Boud 
of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  at  its  last  meeting.  Tlie 
statement  was  there  made  that  Mr.  Badger  was  a  member  of  the  North 
Carolina  legislature;  that  he  had  made  a  speex;h  denouncing  this 
Government  and  favoring  the  Confederate  government,  and  there 
was  no  one  there  who  was  authorized  to  deny  that  that  reported  speech 
was  not  authentic.  I  -should  be  glad  to  relieve  a  gentleman  of  the  high 
standing  of  Mr,  Badger  of  any  nuch  Imputation.  He  does  not  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  Regents  of  the  Institution,  and  we  need  somebody 
there  to  fill  his  place.  I  should  be  happy  to  hear  any  statement  ia 
exculpation  of  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Massachusetts.  All  I  desire  to  say  is,  a  letter  at- 
tributed to  him  was  afterwards  stated  to  have  been  a  forgery.  I  refer 
to  a  letter  said  to  have  been  written  to  Governor  Stanly. 

Mr.  Edw.  McPherson.  There  appears  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Badger  i.s  at  pre-sent  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  of  course  he  has  assumed  a  position  inconsistent  with  holdup 
an  appointment  under  the  United  States  Government. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Chittenden.  I  wish  to  say  that  Mr.  Badger  is  a  very  tAd 
friend  of  mine.  I  have  understood  that  on  the  -Irth  of  January  last  he 
was  prostrated  by  a  stroke  of  apoplexy.  I  heard  he  was  in  esetremu, 
and  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  dead  or  alive. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  call  the  previous  question  upon  the  passagi'  of  the 
resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  nrdercd 
to  be  put,  and  under  the  operation  thereof  the  resolution  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time;  and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  thiril  t 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Cox  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  wiw 
pastied,  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  UihW. 

The  latter  motion  was  ^reed  to. 

February  21,  1863. 

Resolved.,  eU.,  That  George  E,  Badger,  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  who  is  now  giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemies  of  the  Government,  be,  and  is  hereby,  expelled 
from  the  said  board,  and  that  Louis  Agassiz,  of  Cambridge,  Massa- 


THIRTY-SEVENTH    CONGRESS,   1861-1863.  633 

ehusetts,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  a  member  of  the  said  board 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Badger. 
(Stat,  XII,  825.) 

CARK   OF  GOVERNMENT   COLLECTIONS. 
January  8,  1862 — House. 

Mr.  W.  S.  HoLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  following 
clause  [from  appropriation  bill]: 

For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions  of 
tiie  Government,  $4,000. 

I  understand  this  to  l>e  an  appropriation  for  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution— nothing  more  and  nothing  less.  It  is  an  appropriation  of 
$4,000  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  keeping  up  the  museum  con- 
nected with  that  establishment.  I  find  in  the  last  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  a  clause  which  I  will  ask  to  have 
read  in  order  to  indicate  how  this  money  is  applied. 

The  extract  was  read  by  the  Clerk.  It  states  that  the  annual  appropriation  of 
$4,000  made  by  Congress  for  keeping  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surveying 
cx])etlitions  of  the  United  States  has  l^een  expended,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  in  assisting  to  pay  the  extra  expenses  of  assistants  and  the  cost 
of  arranging  and  preser\'ing  the  specimens.  This  has  8er\'e<i  to  diminish  the  cost  to 
the  Smithsonian  fund  for  the  maintenance  and  exhibition  of  the  museum,  but  is  by 
no  means  suflficient  to  defray  all  the  expenses  of  that  object. 

Mr.  lIoLMAN.  I  submit  the  amendment  to  strike  out  the  clause;  and 
I  desire  to  say,  in  addition  to  the  explanation  contained  in  the  extract 
just  read,  that  according  to  the  last  report  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  there  seems  to  be  on  hand,  of  the  appro- 
priations for  the  last  few  years,  the  sum  of  $55,148.09.  This  amount 
of  money  is  under  the  control  of  that  Institution — $30,910.14  being 
annually  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  its  main- 
tenance. It  is  very  true  that  this  is  interest  on  money  which  the  Gov- 
ernment assumed  to  pay — money  which  seems  ,to  have  been  loaned 
out  many  years  ago,  and  lost.  Still  it  is  a  direct  charge  on  the 
Treasurv. 

Now  it  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the  most  desirable  features  in  con 
iiection  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  that  which  gives  to  it 
any  degree  of  popularity,  is  the  museum  for  the  preservation  of  which 
this  appropriation  is  designed  to  be  made;  and  it  seems  to  me  that, 
with  so  large  a  fund  as  that  Institution  now  has  in  its  hands,  and  inas- 
much as  its  object  is  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  mankind,  and 
as  the  museum  is  as  effectual  in  accomplishing  that  purpose  as  any 
other,  this  $4,000  can  very  well  be  paid  for  such  an  object  out  of  the 
annual  appropriation.  I  therefore  make  the  motion  that  this  entire 
section  be  strickcMi  out. 
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Mr.  J.  S.  MoKRiLi^  of  Vorinont.  I  disliko  to  oppo.se  the  niotioD  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiima,  beniiwo  I  l)elieve  he  is  siiieerely  desirous 
of  saving  money  to  the  Government.  Hut  in  relation  to  this  particu- 
lar item  I  think  he  hilx)rs  under  a  slight  mistake.  Now  it  is  true  that 
all  our  naval  officers  are  instructed,  or  at  least  are  in  the  habit  of  con- 
tributing every  year  to  a  very  great  extent  spiM*imens  of  natural 
history  which  are  deix)sited  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  This 
Institution  also  receivers  a  large  collection  of  sixHiimens  in  natural  his- 
tory from  the  various  surveying  and  exploring  expeditions.  So  large 
hsis  })een  the  receipts  by  this  Institution  of  these  specimens  that  they 
have  supplied  many  of  the  scientific  asswiations  in  the  country.  This 
appropriation,  therefore,  is  not  for  the  l)enefit  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution particularly,  but  to  enable  them  to  take  care  of  and  distribute 
these  contributions  that  are  now  deposited  there,  and  which  they  would 
be  very  glad  to  be  relieved  from  the  care  of.  It  is  but  a  small  item, 
and,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  only  one  we  make  for  the  benetit  of  science. 
I  hopi*  it  will  not  l>e  stricken  out. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  whether  a  very  large  amount  from 
the  interest  annually  i>aid  upon  the  Smithsonian  fund  is  not  absorbed 
in  salaries^  I  undershmd  that  ¥6.5CHj  Is  paid  annually  in  the  shape  of 
salaries  to  the  Secretary  and  his  jissLstants.  It  is  true  that  the  amount 
docs  not  come  out  of  the  Government  directlv,  but  it  comes  out  of  the 
money  to  sustain  that  Institution,  of  which  some  J30,(HX)  is  appropri- 
ated b}'  the  Government  annually. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Vermont.  I  answer  the  gentleman  that  the  expend- 
iture of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  fund  is  under  the  control  and 
direction  of  the  Regents  of  that  Institution,  and,  I  suppose,  they  are 
responsible  for  the  manner  in  which  those  funds  are  expended.  So 
far  as  I  know  their  management  does  not  fully  meet  my  approbation, 
and  if  we  have  the  power  1  should  certainly  ]>q.  willing  to  ask  for  a 
reform  in  the  management  of  that  Institution.  But  this  is  an  entirely 
separate  and  distinct  matter. 

Mr.  Schuyler  Colfax.  1  move  to  reduce  the  appropriation  $1,000. 
I  make  this  motion  merel}-  for  the  purpose  of  sjiying  that  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cox],  who  is  one  of  the  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  will  tjike  care  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Holman] 
in  this  matter,  and  that  he  will  defend  the  Institution  from  the  attacks 
upon  it  from  that  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Holman.  I  wish  to  ask  my  colleague  whether  in  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  J>30,o0o  annually'  appropriated  to  supply  the  funds  of  this 
Institution  then*  is  any  feature  more  entirely  jxjpular  in  its  character 
or  l>etter  calcuhited  to  carry  out  the  pui-poses  for  which  the  original 
grant  was  made  than  the  presei'vation  and  enlargement  of  the  museum 
of  the  Institution  ( 

Mr.  CoLKAX.  I  siiy  to  my  colleague  that  I  concur  with  him  in  the 


THIRTY-SEVENTH   CONGRESS,   1861-1863.  635 

remarks  he  has  made;  bat  as  I  am  not  yet  .sworn  in  as  one  of  the 
Regents  I  must  refer  him  for  more  particular  information  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Cox.  One  word,  sir.  My  friend  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Hol- 
man],  who  has  been  placed  under  my  charge  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  over  the  way  [Mr.  Colfax],  has  made  an  attack  upon  this  appro- 
priation and  based  his  attack  upon  the  expenditure  of  the  Smithsonian 
fund.  He  finds  fault  with  the  action  of  the  Regents.  In  other  words, 
he  finds  fault  because  they  have  taken  the  interest  upon  the  fund  left 
by  that  philanthropic  Englishman  Smithson  and  appropriated  some 
$6,000  of  it  for  the  salaries  of  officers.  I  submit,  sir,  that  the  gentle* 
man  has  no  right  and  that  the  House  has  no  right  to  inquire  into  the 
expenditure  of  that  fund. 

Mr.  Holm  AN.  Is  not  the  interest  upon  that  fund  appropriated  by 
Congress? 

Mr.  Cox.  The  expenditure  of  the  interest  upon  the  Smithsonian  fund 
is  under  the  direction  of  the  Regents  and  nobody  else.  Congress  has 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  All  that  Congress  gives  is  simply  the  small 
amount  of  $4,000  to  aid  Smithson  in  his  effort  to  diffuse  useful  knowl- 
edge among  men — and  women  also.  I  hope  the  motion  made  })y  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Colfax]  will,  however,  prevail.  I  hope 
this  amount  may  be  cut  down  to  the  extent  of  $1,000  to  satisfy  my 
economical  friend  on  my  right  [Mr.  Holman].  I  hope  a  small  reduc- 
tion will  be  made  upon  all  these  items  to  satisfy  my  friend  from 
Indiana,  and  I  think  we  might  spare  $1,000  from  this  amount  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  TiiADDEUS  Stevens.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
whether  this  is  not  the  sum  which  has  always  !>een  appropriated  for 
this  purpose,  and  whether  that  sum  has  not  always  \yeen  found  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  distributing  these  collections? 

Mr.  Cox.  I  suppose  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means  is  perfectly  familiar  with  these  matters.  I  can  not  answer,  not 
having  yet  l)een  sworn  in  as  a  Regent. 

Mr.  Stevens.  I  rose  to  ask  the  question,  supposing  that  I  had  no 
right  to  answer  it  myself,  when  one  of  the  Regents  was  present. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  give  me  leave  to  answer,  I  will  state 
that  this  sum  has  always  been  appropriated,  and  the  officers  of  the  Insti- 
tution report  that  it  is  necessary  for  these  purposes. 

Mr.  Colfax.  I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  Holman.  I  renew  the  amendment.  Before  the  question  is 
taken  on  it,  I  desire  to  state  that  the  sum  of  $30,000  is  always  appro- 
priated in  payment  of  the  interest  on  this  Smithsonian  fund,  although 
the  Government  itself  has  never  received  any  benefit  from  the  fund, 
and  it  is  only  equitably  liable  for  the  interest  upon  it.  Out  of  that 
sum,  as  I  have  sttited,  $6,500  is  paid  in  the  shape  of  salaries,  and  if  my 


636  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

memory  serves  me  correctly,  over  $2,000  is  placed  under  the  head  of 
contingent  expenses,  although  all  proper  expenses  seem  to  be  covered 
by  the  various  other  items. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  preservation  of  this  museum  comes  as 
much  within  the  original  intention  of  the  donor  as  any  other  purpose 
to  which  it  is  applied,  and  is  the  only  really  popular  feature  of  the 
Institution,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  can  properly  be  provided  for  out  of 
the  regular  fund. 

Mr.  Cox.  For  the  information  of  the  gentleman,  1  would  like  to 
correct  him  in  his  statement  about  the  Government  not  being  liable  to 
pay  this  $30,000  interest  money.  The  Government  received  $500,000 
from  the  Smithson  estate,  and  was  unfortunate  in  the  investment  of 
the  money.  It  invested  it,  I  believe,  in  Arkansas  bonds,  which  proved 
worthless.  It  received  the  money,  and  was  accountable  for  it  in  all 
honor.  And  to  carry  out  the  purposes  for  which  the  fund  was 
intended  the}^  are  bound  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  sum  at  6  per 
cent,  which  is  yearly  due  from  the  United  States  Treasury. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  I  asserted  that  the  payment  of  this  $30,000  was 
munificence,  and  not  justice,  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  I  ask 
the  gentleman  whether  the  Government  acted,  in  the  acceptance  of 
this  trust,  in  any  other  capacity  than  as  trustee;  and  whether  as  such 
the  money  was  not  invested  in  good  faith  ? 

Mr.  Cox.  I  say  they  did  accept  the  trust,  and  got  the  money. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  And  did  not  they  act  in  good  faith  in  the  investment 
of  it,  although  it  was  lost? 

Mr.  Cox.  I  think  they  acted  with  very  bad  judgment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

March  h  1862. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1863,  etc. 

For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surveyiiijf 
expeditions  of  the  Government,  $4,000. 
(Stat.,  XII,  350.) 

March  15,  1862. 

Resolved^  eto. ,  That  the  letter  from  His  Majesty  the  Major  Eong  of 
Siam  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  accompanying 
gifts,  be  deposited  in  the  collection  of  curiosities  at  the  Department  of 
the  Interior. 

(Stat.,  XII,  616.) 

March  3,  1863. 

Sundry  civil  pjct  for  1864,  etc. 

For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surveying 
expeditions  of  the  Government,  $4,000. 
(Stat.,  Xn,  747.) 


THIRTY-SEVENTH    CONGRESS,   1861-1863.  637 

EXPLORING   EXPEDITION. 
March  14,  1862. 

liegiBlative,  executive,  an<i  judicial  at*t  for  1863,  etc. 

For  putting  the  plates  of  the  exploring  expedition  in  order  for  preservation,  and 
transporting  them  and  the  other  effecte  of  the  expedition  to  Washington,  to  be  pre- 
served in  some  of  the  public  buildings  or  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $2,000;  to 
be  expended  under  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  of  Congress;  and  if  any  part 
of  this  appropriation  shall  remain  unexpended  for  these  purposes,  the  same  may  l)e 
applied,  if  necessary,  to  the  completion  of  volume  23  of  the  works  of  said  exploring 
expedition,  or  to  the  payment  of  any  arrears  of  rent,  or  claims  for  service  due  on 
account  of  any  of  said  works. 

(Stat.,  XII,  368.) 
April  17,  1862— House, 

Mr.  Edward  MoPherson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  (H.  67)  to  supply  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion with  a  copy  of  each  of  the  volumes  of  the  Wilkes'  Exploring 
Expedition.     Adopted. 

April  21,  1862— Senate. 

Joint  resolution  from  House  of  April  17  adopted. 

Apri/  24,  1862. 

lie  ft  resolved  etc.^  That  the  oflScer  in  charge  of  the  Library  of 
Congress  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  furnish  to  the  oflScer  in 
charge  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  a  copy  of  each  of  the  volumes 
of  the  exploring  expedition  of  Captain  Wilkes,  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  Library. 

(Stat.,  XIL  618.) 

REPORT  OF   SMFTHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 
June  4,  1862— House. 

Annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1861  presented. 
Mr.  S.  S.  Cox  moved  that  5,(XX)  extra  copies  be  printed. 
June  5,  1862— House. 

Mr.  AMimosE  W.  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
the  following: 

Resolved,  That  there  he  printed  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  for  the  year  1861;  the  woodcutw  ti)  Ik?  furnished  at  the  ex|)en8e  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution;  3,000  copies  for  the  use  of  members  of  the  House  and  2,000 
for  the  use  of  the  Institution. 

Adopted. 

June  9,  1862— Senate. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

That  5,(KX)  ailditional  i-opies  of  the  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1861 
be  printed — 2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  3,000  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate:  Provide^y  That  the  aggregate  number  of  (lages  contained  in  said  report 
shall  not  exceed  4oO,  without  woodcuts  or  plates,  except  those  furnished  by  the 
Institution. 
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Ftbruofy  S3, 18B3~-Senate. 

Annual  report  of  the  iDstitution  for  ISfi'i  presented.  '  "* 

Mr.  W.  P.  Fessenden  moved  to  print  extra  copies. 

Ftbfimry  S7,  18$3—Houu. 

Annual  report  of  the  Institution  for  1862  presented.  '  ' ' 

Mr.  Edward  McPhebson  moved  to  print  extra  copies. 

Ftbruaf/  28,  JSe3S«natt. 
The  following  resolution  was  passed: 

That  6,000  additional  copies  of  the  R«port  ot  the  Smitheoiuai)  Inititution  for  18N 
be  printed — 2,000  for  the  use  of  the  SmithaoDian  Inetitution  and  ;),000  for  the  uae  o( 
the  Senate:  Proiided,  That  the  aggregate  number  of  pages  contained  in  said  repot 
shall  not  exceed  450,  without  woodcuts  or  plates,  except  thoae  famished  by  tte 
Smithsonian  Institution;  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Printiu^'be 
authorized,  if  consistent  with  the  public  service,  to  allow  the  Stuithsonian  lusttto; 
tiort  to  stereotype  the  report  at  itfi  own  expense,  or  to  otherwise  print  at  its  own 
expense  such  additional  copies  as  niay  be  desired  from  the  type  set  in  the  Gov^^ 
ment  printing  establishment  '-'• 

March  3,  1883—Houa».  '-■  i^ 

Mr.  A.  W.  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported-  % 
resolution:  ""v^ 

That  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  18S2  Im 
printed— 3,000  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  2,000  for  the  use  of  the  memtien 
of  the  present  Honae.  ■'-.&' 

Agreed  to.  '  . " 
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REPOBT  OF  SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION.  .nu\, 

June  13,  taSi—SanatB.  ' 

Annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1863  laid  before 
the  Senate.  .J""^ 

Mr.  Lyman  Trumbull  moved  that  extra  copies  of  the  report  faa 
printed. 
June  13.  1884-  Houae. 

Annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1 863  l;iid  I»efiJ 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  Mr.  S.  S.  Cox  moved  that  oxbf^ 
copies  be  printed. 
June  18, 1884 — Senata. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony,  from  the  Committee  on  Pi-inting,  rcirorted  the" 
following: 

Reeolved,  That  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsoiian  InMtitution 
for  1863  be  printed,  2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  InBtitutioi  and  ;i,000  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate:  Provided,  That  the  aggregate  number  of  pagft^  r.intained  in 
said  report  shall  not  exceed  450,  without  woodcuts  or  plates,  eicejjt  llm*'  funiiBheii 
by  the  Institution;  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing  Ix.'  uullioriwd,  if 
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coneistent  with  the  public  service,  to  aUow  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  stereotype 
the  report  at  its  own  expense,  or  to  otherwise  print  at  its  own  expense  such  addi- 
tional copies  as  may  be  desired  from  the  type  set  in  the  Government  printing  estab- 
lishment 

Adopted. 
June  28, 1864— House. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported  the 
following: 

Resolved f  That  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
1863  be  printed,  8,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  2,000  for  the 
use  of  the  members  of  the  House. 

Adopted. 

March  1,  1865— Senate. 

Annual  report  for  the  year  1864  presented  and  ordered  to  be  printea. 

March  8,  1865Senate. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony.  I  offer  a  resolution  in  connection  with  the 
report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  It  is  the  usual  annual  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject,  and  has  received  the  assent  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  and  need  not,  therefore,  be  referred  to  that  conunittee: 

Resolved^  That  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
for  1864  be  printed,  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and  2,000  for  the  use  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution:  Provided,  That  the  aggr^ate  number  of  pages  in  said  report 
shall  not  exceed  450,  without  woodcuts  or  plates,  except  those  furnished  by  the 
Institution,  and  that  the  report  be  stereotyped. 

Agreed  to. 

CARE  OF  GOVERNMENT  OOLLECTIONa 
July  2,  1864. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1865, 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of 
the  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions  of  the  Government,  $4,000. 
(Stat,  XIII,  348.) 

AMENDMENT  TO  ACT  OF  ORGANIZATION  OF  SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION. 
December  21,  1864 — Senate. 

Mr.  Lyman  Trumbull  asKed,  and  by  unanimous  consent  obtained, 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  the  provision  of  law  requiring  cer- 
tain Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  be  members  of  the 
National  Institute;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Trumbull.  I  scarcely  know  to  what  committee  it  would  be 
desirable  to  refer  this  bill,  and  unless  somebody  wishes  it  referred,  I 
shall  ask  the  Senate  to  act  upon  it  at  once.  If  the  Senate  will  indulge 
me  for  one  moment  in  making  an  explanation  of  it,  I  think  there  will 
be  no  objection  to  it. 

The  act  establishing  the  Smithsonian  Institution  provided  that  two 
of  the  Regents  should  be  residents  of  the  city  of  WaHhingtoti  and 
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members  of  the  National  Institute  in  the  city  of  Washington.  The 
National  Institute  was  an  incorporated  association,  and  its  charter  has 
expired.  It  did  not  meet  with  much  success;  it  has  been  dissolved; 
and  there  are  now  no  members  of  the  National  Institute.  There  is  a 
vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  General 
Totten,  which  needs  to  be  filled,  but  it  can  not  be  filled  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  resident  of  Washington  and  a  member  of  this  Institute,  as 
there  are  no  longer  any  members  of  this  Institute.  The  object  of  this 
bill  is  to  repeal  that  provision  of  the  law  which  requires  that  two 
Regents  should  be  members  of  the  National  Institute.  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ate will  let  the  bill  pass  at  once,  as  it  is  desirable  to  till  that  vacancy. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill. 

Mr.  J.  CoLLAMER.  I  do  not  know  that  I  understand  the  gentleman 
aright.  Is  it  proposed  to  repeal  that  part  of  the  law  which  requires 
them  to  be  inhabitants  of  Washington  ? 

Mr.  Trumbull.  No,  sir;  not  at  all.  I  ask  the  Secretary  to  read  the 
bill  again,  so  that  the  Senator  from  Vermont  may  see  that  it  does  not 
repeal  that  part  of  the  law  requiring  them  to  be  residents  of  Wash- 
ington. 

The  Secretary  read  the  bill: 

Be  U  enactedy  etc.,  That  so  much  of  the  **act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  as  retjuires  that  two  of  the 
Regents  of  said  Institution  shall  be  members  of  the  National  Institute,  in  the  cityol 
Washington,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment  and  passed. 

January  6.  1865 — House. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Cox.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  take  from  the  Speaker's 
table  Senate  bill  to  repeal  the  provision  of  law  requiring  certain 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  be  members  of  the  National 
Institute. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  taken  up,  and  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  may  state  that  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  repeal  that 
provision  of  law  which  requires  that  two  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  shall  be  members  of  the  National  Institute — mm 
institution  which  is  now  obsolete. 

The  bill  was  passed. 

January  10,  1865. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc,  That  so  much  of  the  act  "To  establish  the  Smiths 
sonian  Institution,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  amcmg^ 
men,''  as  requires  that  two  of  the  Regents  of  said  Institution  shall  be 
members  of  the  National  Institute,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

(Stat,  XIII,  420.) 


THIRTY-EIGHTH    CONGRESS,   1863-18G5.  641 

FIRE    AT  SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION. 

February  2,  1865— Senate. 

The  Senate  passed  the.  following: 

RfHolved  hy  the  Senate  (the  TFcnise  of  ReprcAcntfUiirtt  mnnirring) ,  That  the  Committ<»e 
on  I*nblio  Buildings  and  Grounds  of  the  Stjnate,  conjointly  with  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  (Irounds  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  be,  and  they  are 
her(»by,  directcil  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of  the  fire  by  which  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution buiMing  and  the  valuable  deposits  therein  were,  on  Tuesilay,  the  24th  day  of 
January,  in  whole  or  in  jiRrt,  de8troye<l;  the  approximate  loss  to  the  Government 
and  to  private  j>erH0UH;  the  means  nec^essary  to  prt»ser\'e  the  remaining  portions  of 
said  building  and  its  contents  from  further  injury,  and  such  other  facts  in  connection 
therewith  as  may  lx»  of  public  interest,  and  to  reiK)rt  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

February  2,  1865 — House. 
The  concurrent  resolution   from   the  Senate  of   February   2  was 


February  21,  1865— Senate. 

Mr.  Solomon  Foot  submitted  a  report: 

The  floint  Committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representative^*  on' 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution 
passed  February  2,  18()5,  respectfully  report- 
That  they  visited  the  building,  inquired  into  the  origin  of  the  fire, 
the  chamcter  and  extent  of   the   loss  sustained,  and  requested  the 
Regents,  through  the  Secretary,  to  furnish  a  written  report  on  the 
subject  of  investigation.     In  accordance  with  this  request  the  follow- 
ing rei)ort  was  presented: 

Report  of  the  Spwial  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 

Institution  Relative  to  the  Fire. 

The  special  coimnittee  appointe<l  by  the  Koarrl  at  its  meetinj^  on  January  28, 1865, 
to  inquire  into  the  origin  of  the  fin*  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  ascertain  the 
extent  an<l  charaeter  of  the  loss  sustainc»<l,  and  to  make  suggestions  as  to  what 
meiisnres  should  lx>  adopted  for  the  repair  and  improvement  of  the  building,  respetrt- 
fully  report  that  they  have  i)erforme<:l  the  duty  assigne<l  them,  so  far  as  the  time  and 
their  means  (»f  information  would  i)ermit. 

r. — THE  origin  ok  the  fire. 

The  testimony  has  been  taken  of  all  iK»rsons  conneeted  with  the  establishment 
that  ha<l  any  knowlerlgt'  of  the  otrcurrence,  and  a  written  account  of  the  whole  is 
hen^with  sul)mitte<l;  also  a  rejK)rt  fn>ni  Col.  B.  8.  Alexander,  Unite<l  States  Army, 
who  suj)erintende<l  the  fir6prooling  of  the  main  building,  of  his  examination  of  the 
flues  c'onne<*te<l  with  the  accident. 

It  is  evident  fn>m  the  concurrent  testimonvthus  obtained  that  the  fire  commenced 
in  the  southwest  part  of  the  roof  of  the  main  building,  in  the  woodwork  immediately 
under  the  slate  covering,  and  that  it  was  kindled  l)y  the  heateil  air  or  sparks  from  a 
stove  which  had  l>een  temporarily  y)lace<l  in  the  room  imme<liately  below.  The  pipe 
of  this  stove  ha<l  \}Qim  inserted  by  mistake  into  a  brick  furring-sj>ace  resembling  a 
flue,  which  o]>ene<l  under  the  nifters  instead  of  into  the  chimney  flue,  within  a  few 
inches  of  the  latter.     By  whom  the  hole  into  which  the  ])iiKi  was  inserted  was  orig- 
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inally  made  i»  not  known,  but  it  is  reinemheiv<l  that  a  ntovepipe  was  put  into  it 
far  back  as  1854,  at  tho  time  of  the  exhibition  lield  bv  the  Mec'hani(»s'  Institute  in 
the  building.  No  lire,  however,  had  Ikhju  in  tliis  ro(nn  for  ten  years  previous  to 
Monday,  January  15,  when  the  mac'hinist  and  carpenter  of  the  Institution  were 
engaged,  with  several  other  of  the  employei»s,  in  n^arrangin^  the  pictures  of  the  gal- 
lery, the  weather  at  the  time  Inking  unusually  cold.  These  jK'rsons,  for  tem]X)rary 
convenience,  set  up  the  stove  al)ove  mentione<l,  intending  to  remove  it  as  soon  aa 
their  task  was  linishcKl.  A  coal  tire,  kindled  with  W(KkI,  had  IxH^n  burning  in  this 
stove  for  (;ig!it  days  previous  to  the  (conflagration,  yet  it  ap|x^iirs  from  the  testimony 
that  no  evidence  of  combustion  was  ol>st^rved  by  a  ixjrsj^u  who  passed  through  the 
loft  six  hours  before  the  breaking  out  of  tlie  flames.  It  is  prol>able,  however,  that 
the  woo<l  had  l)een  undergoing  a  pnx*ess  of  charring  for  several  days. 

On  a(x*ouut  of  the  very  exi>en8ive  style  of  architecture  selwtecl  for  the  building 
and  the  limitiMi  means  at  the  (Command  of  the  lM>anl,  the  plan  had  iH'en  at  first 
adopte<l  of  linishing  the  interior  of  the  whole  edifltre  witli  wood  and  plaster.  A 
laiige  portion,  however,  of  the  interior  woodwork  of  the  main  ))uilding,  after  the 
roof  and  exterior  had  lx»en  finished,  gave  way  and  fell;  whertMiiM)n  the  Regents 
ordered  the  removal  of  the  wocxlwork  and  its  plat^  supplie<l  witli  incHmibustible 
materials.  Thus  tlie  main  building  was  rendere^l  fireproof  with  the  exireption  of  the 
supports  of  the  nK)f,  which,  being  covered  with  slate,  was  assunuHl  to  l^e  safe.  The 
only  danger  of  the  <K'(rurrence  of  fire  was  suppose<l  to  exist  in  the  two  wings  and  the 
towers,  and  to  guard  against  this  cimtingency  esjKrial  precautions  were  constantly 
observed,  viz:  (1 )  No  smoking  was  allowed  in  any  [lart  of  the  buihling  at  any  time. 
(2)  No  lights  wen'  allowed  to  Ix?  carriwl  from  one  part  of  the  building  to  another 
exeei)t  in  lanterns.  (3)  Three  coils  of  large  hosi^  wen*  deix)sit4.Ml,  ready  for  use,  one 
in  the  up|xjr  story  and  the  other  two  on  the  first  floor  of  the  building,  and  there 
were  water  pipt.'s  in  the  bascMuent  with  faucets.  (4)  I^irrels  and  buckets,  kept  con- 
stantly fillini  with  wat*»r,  were  phu'cd  at  different  points  of  the  buil<ling.  •  (5)  The 
rule  was  oljservwl  of  cleaning  tlie  flues  every  autumn  lx*fore  the  conunencement  of 
fires.  (6)  A  watchman  was  emi>loyiHl  vauih  night,  who  made  every  hour  the  rounds 
of  all  the  rooms  in  the  building,  giving  sixH'ial  attention  to  those  in  which  fire  had 
1)een  kindled  <luring  the  day,  including  the  apartments  occupie<i  by  the  family  of 
the  Sei^retary. 

Tlicse  pretiautions,  however,  as  it  has  jm^vwl,  were  of  no  avail — the  fire  having 
occurre<i  at  a  ]K)int  when>  no  danger  was  apprehende<l,  an<l  to  which  aci^ess  could  with 
difficulty  Ix'  obtained. 

II. — THK  ('II.\RACTKR   AND    EXTENT  OK  THE   1X>S8   SUSTAINED. 

The  loss  to  the  Institution  was  as  follows: 

1.  The  (M.)ntonts  of  the  Secretary's  office,  consisting  of  the  official,  scientific,  and 
miscellaneous  com?six;)ndence,  embracing  Ii5,000  pages  of  copie<l  letters  which  had 
been  sent  (at  Iciist  3(),000  of  which  were  thecomimsition  of  the  Secretary) ,  and  60,000 
pages  of  letters  n^ceivwl  In-  the  Institution.  Here,  monH)ver,  were  lost  the  receipts 
for  publications  and  sixx'imens;  n^ports  on  various  su])jects  which  have  been  referred 
to  the  Institution;  the  nn^ords  of  experiments  instituteil  by  the  Secretary  for  the 
Goveniment;  four  manuscripts  of  original  investigations,  which  had  been  adopted 
by  the  Institution  for  publication;  a  jmrt  of  the  manuscript  material  of  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  18(54;  a  large  numlxir  of  jwiix^rs  and  scientific  notes  of  the  Secretary; 
a  series  of  diaries  and  memorandum  lx>oks,  and  a  duplicate  K^t  of  a<H.H)unt  books, 
pn^pared  during  the  last  twelve  years,  with  gn»at  labor,  by  Mr.  Rhees,  the  chief 
clerk;  also  al)out  100  volumes  of  valuable  works  ke]>t  at  hand  for  constant  reference. 

2.  In  the  appanitus  n>om  the  large  collection  of  scientific  instruments,  including 
the  donation  of  the  late  Dr.  Han». 

3.  A  jmrt  of  the  contents  of  the  Reagents'  n)om,  in<-luding  the  ixjrsonal  effects  of 
Smithson,  with  the  cxce]>tion  of  his  portrait  and  library. 
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4.  The  rontontH  of  the  rooma  in  the  towers,  indnding  the  meteorological  instru- 
ment8,  the  workshop,  containing?  a  lathe,  and  a  large  number  of  valuable  tools,  nearly 
all  the  stock  on  hand  of  the  duplicate  copies  of  the  annual  reports,  and  many  other 
public  documents  and  books  intended  for  distribution  to  libraries,  as  well  as  a 
quantity  of  stationery,  hardware,  etc. 

5.  The  woo<lcuts  of  the  illustrations  contained  in  the  Smithsonian  publications. 
The  loss  to  other  |>arties  was  as  follows: 

1.  The  contents  of  what  was  called  the  Picture  Gallery,  viz:  (a)  About  200  por- 
traits, nearly  all  of  life  size,  painted  and  principally  owne<l  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Stanley, 
formerly  of  this  city,  and  now  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  which  were  on  deposit  in 
the  Institution.  (6)  A  number  of  half-sized  Indian  portraits,  painted  by  Mr..  King 
for  the  Government,  (c)  A  copy,  in  Carrara  marble,  of  the  antique  statue  known 
afi  the  "Dying  Gladiator,**  by  John  Gott,  and  owned  l)y  Mr.  J.  C.  McGuire,  of 
this  citv. 

2.  A  number  of  surveying  instruments  belonging  to  the  Government. 

3.  The  clothing,  lx>oks,  and  private  effects  of  several  of  the  persons  connected  with 
the  Instituti<m,  and  of  those  engaged  in  scientific  studies. 

4.  The  library  removed  from  Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  by  the  army,  and  also  that 
of  Bishop  Johns,  from  Fairfax  Theological  Seminary,  given  in  charge  to  the  Institu- 
tion by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  safe-keeping,  which  libraries  were  stored  in  an 
upper  room  in  the  south  tower. 

Independent  of  injury  to  the  building,  the  loss  to  the  Institution,  as  far  as  it  may 
be  estimat^Ml  an<l  can  In?  restoreil  by  money,  may  be  stated  at  about  |20,000;  and  to 
individuals,  $2«,0()0,  viz:  To  Mr.  J.  M.  Stanley,  |20,000;  Mr.  J.  C.  McGuire,  |1,000; 
Prcjf.  Jc^ph  Henry,  ^1,500;  Mr.  W.J.  Rh€HL*8,  |1,200,  Mr.  W.  De  Beust,  |1,300;  and 
all  others,  $1,000. 

Although  the  Iohs  which  the  Institution  and  individuals  have  sustained  is  much  to 
Ixi  regretterl,  yet  it  is  a  source  of  tronsolation  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
valuable  contents  of  the  building  have  escaped  without  injury.  The  valuable  library 
of  the  Institution,  the  most  extensive,  in  regani  to  the  transactions  of  learned 
societies  an<l  ncientitic  Iwioks,  in  this  country;  the  museum,  including  the  collection 
of  the  exploring  exi>edition  and  those  of  the  Institution;  the  large  stock  of  many 
thousantl  duplicate  specimens  for  distribution  to  all  parts  of  the  world ;  the  reconls 
of  the  museuin;  a  large  jK)rtion  of  the  corn\siK>ndence  relative  to  natural  history; 
nearly  all  the  retiords  of  metw>rologi(»l  obsi?rvations  which  have  Ix^en  accumulated 
during  the  last  tifttxjn  years;  the  sets  of  Smithsonian  publications  (ex(^ept  the  annual 
rei)orts)  which  have  )>een  res(Tve<l  to  supply  new  institutions,  and  the  stereotype 
plates  of  all  the  works  which  have  been  pu])lishiHl  during  the  last  four  or  five  years, 
have  K'en  savtMl.  All  the  original  vouchers  of  jmyments  made  by  the  Institution, 
the  le<lger  in  whicli  they  were  jKwt^^d,  and  the  daylKM)k  from  1858,  were  also  preserved, 
having  In^en  deiM)Mit**<l  in  a  safe  in  the  Regents'  room.  The  contents  of  the  connecting 
range  lH*tw(H?n  the  library  and  the  museum  arc*  uninjurcxl;  this  includes  a  series  of 
plai*ter  casts  and  ])nrtniits  of  distinguislunl  men,  among  the  latter  a  life-size  iK>rtrait 
of  (luizot,  by  TTealy;  an  original  full-length  figure  of  Washington,  by  the  elder 
Peale,  and  al.«oa  valual)l<'  series  of  rare  engravings  illustrative  of  the  history  of  art, 
purchase<l  fn)m  the  Hon.  (TiH)rge  P.  Marsh. 

All  the  im|x»rtant  acts  oi  the  Reagents  from  the  lx»ginning,  and  an  a<x*ount  of  the 
operations  (»f  the  Institution,  having  been  published  from  year  to  year  in  the  several 
reports  to  Congress,  a  continui^l  record  of  the  history  of  the  establishment  from  the 
beginning  is,  therefore,  still  in  existence.  As  these  reports  have  Ixien  widely  disr 
tributed,  they  are  generally  accessible  to  the  public. 

The  burning  of  the  roof  of  the  Infilding  can  scart^ely  in  itself  be  (X>n8idere<l  a 
calamity,  since  it  probably  would  have  <Hrcurred  at  some  future  time  when  a  much 
larger  accumulation  of  valuable  articles  might  have  been  destroyed;  and  sinoe  it  will 
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now  Iw  replactnl  by  oik*  oi  lirepnM)f  inati'rials.  Tlio  lm*im)otiii^,  as  far  aH  it  was 
cairiiKl,  was  wt'll  (lone,  and  it  is  to  this  cin-uinstanc**  that  thi*  pn*s<^rvation  of  the 
most  vahiahle  ohji»(!ts  of  the  eMablisJnnt^nt  is  <hie. 

III. — si'(!(;khth>ns  as  to  what  siiorLi)  »k  ix>nk. 

There  ean  he  no  liesitation  in  afIo|>tin>>:  the  <'onehisinn  that  stefw*  sliouhl  l)e  imme- 
diately taken  not  only  to  repair  the  injnry,  hut  in  improve  the  condition  of  the 
huihlin};. 

1.  The  main  cnlitiee  should  Iw  proviilwl  with  a  metalli(^  nxjf. 

2.  For  the  wcwxlen  eonieal  terminations  of  the  t4>wers  should  Im-  snl>stitutiMl  metallic 
coverings. 

3.  All  valuahle  articles  l>tilonging  t^)  the  Institution  or  depositee  I  in  it,  including 
the  library,  should  l^e  phu'tKl  in  the  main  building,  which  should  l)e  cut  off  from  the 
winp*  by  iron  doors. 

4.  Provision  should  l.»e  made  for  a  thoroujrh  heating  (»f  the  whole  buil<ling  by  Hteam 
or  hot  water. 

5.  Sug5^*8tions  should  l)e're<iueHte<l  frt>m  comiK'tent  architects  and  enginei^rs  as  to 
work  to  IxMlone,  and  those  which  are  adopti?<l  should  Ih)  emlnKliwl  in  working  plans 
and  drawing?, 

6.  A  building  connnittei.*  of  the  l>oanl  should  Ik*  appointcnl  to  have  charge  of  the 
work. 

No  very  exact  estimate  can  as  yet  be  made  lu*  to  the  cost  of  the  repairs,  etc.,  for  it 
ha«  not  been  possible,  without  erecting  a  s<'affolding,  to  determine  whether  it  will  be 
necessary  to  take  <lown  the  high  nj»rthern  tower.  Co]<inel  AU'xander,  of  the  P^ngineer 
Corps,  however,  has  informt^l  the  counnittee  that  he  thinks  $10(),()<)(^  will  Iw  required 
to  make  the  necessary  rt^pairs  and  improvenu?nts. 

The  committee  (^n  not  con<*lurle  without  adding  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  occurs 
rencc  of  the  lire  ought  n(>t  to  1k'  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  active  operations  of 
the  Institution,  on  which  easentially  deiK>nds  the  n.'putation  it  has  established 
throughout  the  world  and  its  elliciency  as  an  instrument  for  "the  increase  and  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  among  men."  To  the  supi>ort  and  (extension  of  these  opera- 
tions, therefore,  the  annual  interest  frr»m  the  original  fund  should,  as  far  as  possiblei 
continue  a»  heretofore  t^>  Ihj  conscientiously  applied. 

Reflpet^tfully  submitter  I. 

KlCHAKl)   WaI.LACII, 

.losKiMi  Henry, 

Spedal  C\)mmxti€e, 
Washington,  Febrnani,  1865. 

(Appended  to  this  report  was  the  testimony  relative  to  the  origin  of 
the  tire,  losse.^,  et<'.) 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  connuittee  Professor  Henry  was 
requested  to  state  his  eonnection  with  the  Institution,  to  jj^ive  an 
account  of  its  object^  and  operations,  the  origin  of  the  building,  and 
such  other  facts  as  might  be  of  public  interest.  In  conformity  with 
this  request  he  made  a  statement:  (See  Striate  liep.  Ck)m.  No.  129, 
Thirty-eighth  Congress,  second  session.) 

Mr.  S<)ix3MON  Foot  offered  a  resolution  to  print  1,000  extra  copies 
of  the  rei)ort,  500  of  which  to  l)e  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

February  22,  1865— Senate. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Solomon  Foot  to  print  rejx)rt  on  the  lire  was 
adopted. 


THIHTY-EIOHTH    OONOREriS,   18($3-1865.  645 

INTKKKST   ON    SMITIISON    FUND. 
March  2,  1865— House, 

Mr.  John  H.  Rk^e,  of  Maine.  I  offer  the  following  as  an  additional 
amendment  to  the  [Sundry  civil]  hill: 

Aiul  Ih'  it  further  emtcUd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  direi'te<l  to  pay  the 
int«rt?8t  on  the  jmblic  debt  due  the  SmitliHonian  IiiHtitution  in  the  same  funds  as  the 
interent  <>ii  other  permanent  debts  due  by  the  Unite<l  States  prior  to  the  present  ret)el- 
lion  have  Ix^n  and  are  |>aid;  and  in  irase  the  interest  heretofore  paid  to  said  Institution 
lias  lxH?n  i>aid  in  a  <iifferent  eurrency  and  of  less  value  than  that  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment on  other  i)ennaneut  debti^  or  trust  funds,  that  the  Secretary  >x*  diretrted  to  make 
up  the  difference  to  said  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  Thaddeus  Stevens.  Why  not  put  in  the  word  ''gold ''  at  once? 

Mr.  W.  S.  IIoLMAX.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  This  is  not  an 
appropriation  in  accordance  with  law,  but  it  is  an  attempt  to  appro- 
pi;iate  a  specific  sum  of  money  in  gold  instead  of  the  ordinary  currency 
of  the  i'ountry. 

The  Chairman.  The  Chair  sustains  the  point  of  order,  and  rules  the 
amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Cox.  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  I  desire 
to  be  heard  a  moment  in  explanation.  This  is  not  an  appropriation. 
It  is  only  a  direction  to  the  SccretJiry  of  the  Treasury  to  piy  the  inter- 
est on  this  special  fund  in  j,^old,  as  it  always  has  l)een  paid,  and  as  it 
ought  to  be  paid  now. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Washhurne,  of  Illinois.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
Has  not  the  debate  been  closed  on  this  bill? 

The  Chairman.   It  has,  and  the  Chair  adheres  to  its  decision. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  wish  the  Chair  could  have  had  the  facts  of  the  case 
before  him  })efore  he  decided  it.  1  respectfully  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chair. 

The  question  was.  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  connnittee  i 

The  (juestion  was  taken  and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  R.  P.  Spaldim;.  I  move  to  insert  the  following  as  an  additional 
section : 

Sec?.  — .  Ami  hf  it  further  tumieiJ,  That  there  Ik*  appropriateii  for  the  puri)Ose  of 
making  n^pairn  uj)on  the  Imilding  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  lately  injure<l  by 
tin',  thewum  of  $50,000. 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois.  I  raise  the  jx)int  of  order  that  this 
amendment  pro])Oses  to  change  the  existing  law,  and  is  therefore  out 
of  or(l<»r. 

The  Chairman.  The  Chair  sustains  the  point  of  order. 
March  3,  1865— Senate. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  the  following  as  a  newsex^tion: 

And  U  it  further  aiactedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treanury  l>e  diret!ted  to  pay 
the  interent  on  the  debt  due  tlie  Smithsonian  Inntitution  in  coin,  »n  the  interest  on 
other  i»ermanent  debtH  <lue  !)y  the  Uniti^l  States  prior  to  the  preHent  reln^llion  have 
been  and  are  ]iaid. 
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Mr.  J.  W.  Grimes.  I  have  a  word  to  say  on  that  .subject.  I  am 
opposed  to  the  adoption  of  that  amendment.  In  the  iirst  place,  I  do 
not  know  any  reason  why  there  should  l)e  a  distinction  made  between 
a  debt  that  is  due  t^)  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  a  debt  due  to 
anybody  else  by  the  United  Sbites  Government.  I  understand  that 
by  some  construction  or  other  the  Treasury  r)ei>artnient  have  decided 
that  this  is  a  kind  of  tnist  debt,  and  that  from  this  time  henceforth 
they  intend  to  pay  the  interest  upon  what  they  call  the  trust  fund  in 
gold.  The  pui^pose  of  this  amendment  is  to  make  this  retrospective 
and  to  pay  some  mrO,OiX)  in  currency,  l>ein^  the  difference  !)et.ween  the 
amount  which  has  hitherto  been  rei'eived  bv  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion  and  that  which  thev  chiim  thev  ouj'ht  to  have  received  and  would 
have  received  if  this  money  had  been  paid  to  them  in  coin.  The 
Smithsonian  Institution  is  a  very  wealthy  corjx>ration,  and  is  able  to 
reimburse  itself  and  to  rebuild  and  refit  the  })uildinjj:s  w^hich  have 
l)een  recently  destro^^ed.  It  will  l)e  remembered  that  when  Mr. 
Smithson  nuide  this  Ixnquest,  or  shortly  after  he  made  it,  the  Gov- 
ernment created  a  corponition.  That  corporation,  or  their  trustee, 
saw  fit  to  invent  their  money  in  Arkansas  bonds.  Tliose  })()nds  mostly 
turned  out  to  be  valueless.  The  Government,  however,  assumed  it, 
and  we  now  pay,  and  have  for  many  years  paid,  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  upward  of  $80,000  a  year  upon  this  amount  of  <n515,00O, 
I  think  that  Ls  it,  which  is  the  amount  of  the  permanent  fund  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  Chari.es  Sumner.  Allow  me  to  ask  the  Senator  whether  the 
Government  did  not  make  that  investnuMit  in  Arkansjis  }>onds?  I 
think  it  was  not  an  act  of  the  (Corporation,  but  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  is  perfectly  immaterial,  so  far  as  this  question  is 
concerned,  whether  the  Government  made  it  or  whether  the  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  made  it  din^ctly  tliemselves;  for  if  the 
Government  made  it,  the  Government  made  that  investment  at  the 
instiince  and  the  request  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  Sumner.  No;  it  was  before  the  organization:  !>efore  there  were 
Regents. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Mr.  President,  the  amount  of  the  fund  belonging  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  is  $515,(M.)0.  They  expended  in  the  building 
on  the  public  reservation  J;^25,(K)0.  It  is  claimed  bv  them  that  to  put 
the  roof  on  the  building,  and  put  it  in  about  the  condition  it  was  in 
before  the  fire,  there  will  be  required  from  ^S*;,(K)()  to  J!v|(),OO0;  but  to 
improve  it  as  the}-  want  to  improve  it,  to  make  it  entin»ly  tii-eproof, 
to  change  its  construction  vcM-y  materially,  they  say  they  have  the 
opinion  of  an  army  engineer-,  Colonel  .Alexander,  lait  who  is  no 
architect,  no  exp(?rt,  and  whose  judgment,  th(»refore,  is  worthless  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind,  that  it  will  cost  somewhere  in  the  neighl)orho6d 
of  $100,000.     This  Institution,  })esides  the  Solo, (KM)  upon  which  wo  are 
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paying  them  the  interest,  has  accumulated  from  that  interest  Jf75,000 
in  Indiana  State  bonds,  which  are  good;  $53,500  in  Virginia  bonds, 
which  are  not  of  much  value;  $12,000  in  Tennessee  bonds;  $500  in 
Georgia  bonds;  and  $100  in  Washington  city  bonds.  Then  they  have 
in  cash  $20,000,  and  they  have  in  gold  $26,200,  which  is  worth  $52,000 
to-dav  in  (;urrencv.  So  it  will  be  observed  that  they  have  in  available 
funds,  saying  nothing  about  the  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  and 
Washington  bonds,  $95,000,  l^esides  $26,200  in  gold. 

1  have  heard  it  said  that  we  ought  to  pay  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion this  money  in  gold,  becrause  we  pay  some  of  the  Indians  by  treaty 
stipulation  in  gold.  I  think  the  Senators  who  are  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  will  bear  te.stimony  to  the  Senate  that  we 
have  paid  gold  to  no  Indians  except  where  there  was  an  express  agree- 
ment in  the  treaty  that  payment  should  be  made  in  coin.  We  have 
had,  and  have,  an  abundance  of  treaties  with  the  Indians;  we  hold 
their  money  in  trust;  but  in  no  instance,  I  undertake  to  say,  has  the 
money  ])een  paid  to  these  Indians  in  gold  except  when  there  was  an 
express  stipulation  in  the  treaty  that  it  should  }>e  paid  in  gold.  I  know 
of  no  reason  why  there  should  be  an  exception  made  in  favor  of  this 
rich  corporation,  the  Smithsonian  Institution — why  they  should  be 
treat(»d  anv  better  than  our  Indian  tribes  are  treated. 

Mr.  Jacob  Collamer.  Arc  they  not  paid  in  gold? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  undertake  to  sav  that  there  are  not  and  have  not  been 
any  Indians  paid  in  gold  except  whei*e  there  was  an  express  stipulation 
in  the  treaty  that  they  should  be  paid  in  coin.  I  asked  the  gentlemen 
on  the  Conmiittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  when  the  Indian  appropriation' 
bill  was  under  consideration  the  other  day,  if  that  was  not  so,  and  they 
said  it  was  so.  The  Senator  from  Kansas  [Mr.  Lane]  }x)wed  his  head 
and  said  it  was  so.  There  are  treaties  made  with  the  Indians,  I  admit, 
by  which  we  have  agreed  to  pay  them  in  coin;  and  then  there  are 
other  treaties  in  which  we  have  not  that  stipulation;  })ut  where  that 
stipulation  is  not  embodied  in  the  treaty  we  do  not  pay  them  in  coin. 
There  is  lying  on  your  table  at  this  moment  a  conmiunication  from  the 
StHTctary  of  the  Interior,  asking  that  we  shall  do  for  these  Indians 
precisely  what  the  Smithsonian  Institution  asks  we  shall  do  for  them — 
that  we  shall  pay  them  in  coin  in  the  future.  But  this  Senate,  so  far 
as  I  know,  has  refused  to  do  that;  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  have  utterly  refused  to  do  it.  I  do  not  see 
the  chairman  of  the  Committ<}e  on  Indian  Affairs  present,  nor  my 
colleague;  but  there  are  gentlemen  here,  I  think,  who  know  what 
the  facts  are  in  regaixi  to  the  payment  of  these  Indians.  Now,  I  ask, 
if  it  ])e  true,  and  I  think  it  will  l)e  demonstrated  in  a  few  minutes  that 
it  is  true,  that  this  is  the  method  in  which  we  treat  the  Indians  whose 
funds  we  hold  in  trust,  is  there  anv  verv  substantial  reason  whv  we 
should  deviate  from  this  rule  in  favor  of  this  corporation,  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution? 
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Mr.  John  Sherman.  Th<'  C'oinmittiM*  on  Fiiianco  havo  no  (lou})t  at 
all  about  this  propo.sition  so  far  as  it  is  now  reported.  It  is  true  that 
a  proposition  was  suhmitted  to  the  coniniitt^^e  that  the  bac'k  ]>ayiiient8 
already  made  should  he  made  <»f|ual  to  gold.  That  we  rejeett^d  on  the 
ground  that  the  money  having  In^en  reeeived  by  the  eorporation,  with- 
out any  objection,  they  certainly  can  not  now  pres(»nt  a  legal  claim 
agiiinst  the  United  States  to  make  good  any  loss  which  may  have 
accrued  from  their  taking  a  depreciated  currency.  But  upon  the  m^in 
question,  that  they  are  <»ntitled  to  the  interest  of  this  trust  fund  in 
gold,  we  had  no  doubt.  All  the  permanent  debt  of  the  IT nited  States 
Ih  now  payable  in  coin.  That  has  been  the  established  ix)licy  of  the 
(irovernment  since  the  foundation  of  the  Government,  and  I  think  it 
never  has  l>een  departinl  from.  Let  me  put  this  case:  Suppose  this 
corporation,  instead  of  allowing  this  money  to  remain  simply  as  a  trust 
fund  in  the  Trcasurv  of  the  Unit<^d  States,  had  taken  bonds  of  the 
United  States  registered  in  the  ordinary  way,  which  they  hiul  a  right 
to  do,  and  left  them  in  the  Treasury  Department;  they  would  have 
drawn  their  interest  in  gold  precisely  as  the  holder  of  any  other  f)onds 
would  have  done.  I  am  informed  that  this  now  stands  jts  a  regist-ered 
debt. 

Mr.  Grimes.  How  long  has  that  >)een  so* 

Mr.  Sherman.  Always,  I  presume.  It  stands  as  a  trust  debt. 
There  is  no  diffeiTnce  between  them. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Where  is  the  distinction  betwe<Mi  this  case  and  that  of 
the  Indians  i 

Mr.  Shekman*.  1  will  mention  that  in  a  few  moments. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  distinction  between  this  case  and  any  other 
portion  of  the  pi»rmanent  debt  of  the  United  Sbites.  This  corpora- 
tion, whether  rich  or  poor,  whether  it  is  a  charitabh*  one  or  one  mak- 
ing money  on  its  own  account,  would  have  the  right  to  demand  of  the 
Government  the  same  interest  that  is  paid  to  any  other  lK)ndholder  of 
the  United  States.  The  fact  that  this  money  stands  to  the  credit  of 
this  corpomtion  as  a  trust  fund  in  the  Treasury  Department  only 
strengthens  that  obligation,  becaase  it  is  a  general  rule  of  equity,  as 
well  as  a  rule  of  law,  that  a  trast  fund  must  be  treated  more  favorably 
than  any  other  fund.  Therefore  the  United  States,  having  tussumed  the 
burden  of  a  trustee,  would  be  held  in  a  court  of  ecpiity  to  a  more  rig- 
orous rule  than  it  would  be  even  where  it  stands  upon  its  legal  rights. 
If  the  United  States  is  bound  to  pay  to  any  other  class  of  bondholders 
interest  in  gold,  it  certainly  should  do  so  to  this  corporation,  whether 
it  })e  rich  or  poor,  whether  it  be  a  charitable  one  or  one  making  money 
on  its  own  account.     It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  the  pro])osition  is  plain. 

But  the  S(»nator  says  that  we  have  refused  to  do  this  with  the 
Indians.  The  difference  between  our  treaties  with  the  Indians  and  an 
obligation  of  this  kind  is  that  an  Indian  treaty  requires  us  to  pay 
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animitios  from  tiiiio  to  time;  (»verv  year  we  pav  so  much.  It  seems 
to  me  there  is  a  distinction  })etweeii  the  two.  Wherever  we  stipulate 
to  pay  these  aunuitie.s  in  coin,  we  piy  them  in  coin.  There  is  a  differ- 
ence between  the  payment  of  an  annuit}'  and  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  public  debt;  and  that  difference  haw  always  been  recognized 
since  the  foundation  of  the  (lovernment.  But  <»ven  if  we  did  injustice 
to  the  Indians,  we  make  it  good  by  the  payment  of  large  bounties; 
we  more  than  make  it  good  l)y  our  annual  appropriations  for  the 
expenses  of  the  Indian  department.  Since  the  recent  condition  of 
affairs,  since  we  have  been  Involved  in  war,  we  have  appropriated 
very  large  sums,  this  ycjir  amounting  to  more  than  $1,000,000,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indians  not  included  in  Indian  treaties.  We  have 
indeed  made  good  to  them  the  appropriations  in  gold,  or  nearly  so. 
If^  th(»ref()re,  there  is  any  injiLstice  done  to  the  Indians,  it  certainly  is 
not  a  peculiar  hardship. 

In  this  case  the  proposition  was  so  plain  that  the  committee  had  no 
hesitation  about  awarding  the  payment  in  gold  from  this  time  for- 
ward. 1  am  told  that  this  ciuestion  has  never  been  acted  upon  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  l)ut  that  if  these  parties  had  demanded  their 
interest  in  gold,  precisely  as  other  creditors  have  done,  and  its  they 
had  a  right  t<^  do,  th(»v  would  have  been  paid  in  coin  at  any  time  sinc« 
the  b(»gimiing  of  this  war.  There,  has  been  no  distinction  in  the 
Treasury  Depai'tment  l>etween  this  debt  and  any  other  funded  debt  of 
the  United  States  th(»  interest  of  which  is  payable  in  coin. 

Mr.  John  V,  Halk.  If  I  do  not  entirely  misunderstand  the  nature 
of  this  case,  it  seems  to  me  there  is  no  force  in  the  suggestions  which 
have  been  made  in  regard  to  any  obligjitions  of  the  (iovernment,  for 
this  reason:  This  Mr.  Smithson  gave  this  fund,  some  $500,(XK)  or  more, 
to  the  United  States;  they  are  the  beneficiaries  of  this  donation;  it 
was  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
whether  it  was  a  wise  or  an  unwise  creation  of  Congress,  was  simj)ly  a 
machinery  instituted  by  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
and  carrying  out  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Smithson.  To  speak  of  this  Insti- 
tution as  an  institution  apart  from  the  (iroveriunent  of  the  United  States, 
to  my  humble  compn^hension,  is  perfectly  absurd.  It  is  the  United 
States  that  own  this  Institution.  It  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
Strifes  that  the  fund  was  given  to  them,  and  Congress,  because  it  was 
not  convenient  to  take  it  and  manage  it,  as  they  did  the  other  interests 
of  the  (Toveriunent,  creat(»d  these  agents,  created  this  Institution,  as  a 
mere  matter  of  convenience  by  which  the  (lOvernment  might  manage 
the  fund  that  was  intrusted  to  them  for  the  purposes  spticified  in  Mr. 
Smithson'swill.  They  have  no  claim,  no  inU^rest,  in  this  matter.  The 
only  (juestion  was.  How  shall  the  Goverimient,  if  they  accept  the  trust, 
carry  it  on?  They  concluded  to  carry  it  on  by  this  mju-hinery.  It  is 
not  an  institution  adverse  to  the  United  States  Government.     It  is  not 
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an  iiLstitutioii  that  has  the  loast  claim  uncUM*  hravrn  upon  the  Govern- 
nient.  They  aro  the  nu^re  croatim^s  of  the  (roverninent,  to  enable  them, 
according  to  the  purj)ort  of  the  will,  to  execute  the  tnist  that  hajs  been 
confided  to  them.  How  can  they  eomc*  here  and  occupy  the  position 
of  creditors?  They  are  no  creditors.  They  have  no  interest  under 
heaven,  not  the  slij»fhtest;  they  are  th<»  mere  agents  a])pointed  by  law 
to  execute  this  trust  for  the  ITnited  States  in  tlie  use  of  a  fund  which 
belongs  to  the  United  States.  That  is  the  whole  of  it.  That  l)oing 
the  case,  this  })eing  the  property  of  the  United  Statics,  managed  for 
their  benefit  through  this  instrumentality,  it  is  i'ontended  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  shall  increase  by  a  hundredfold  the 
appropriations  for  the  Institution.  I  do  not  se(»  the  slightest  cluim  in 
the  world. 

Let  m(»  state  another  fact.  The  honorable  St.»nator  from  Iowa  did 
not  sbite  this  thing  exactly  as  it  was.  The  fact  wjis  that  about  1840, 
or  not  far  from  that  time — I  do  not  know  the  (»xact  time  that  this  fund 
was  given  to  the  Ignited  States  -was  a  pretty  hard  time  for  the  Dem- 
Oi'ratic  party;  they  had  had  !)ad  luck,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury took  the  whole  of  this  fund,  every  dollar  of  it,  and  gave  it  to 
Arkansas,  no  dou})t  for  highly  patriotic  ])urposes,  and  it  was  all  sunk, 
and  there  was  an  end  of  the  bu))l)le,  or  ought  to  have  l)een.  But 
Congn»ss  werc^  so  mui^h  tickled  with  th(»  idea  of  this  b(»quest  that  they 
assumed  the  debt.  They  did  not  make  much  by  investing  it  in  Arkan- 
sas politics;  everything  went  by  default,  and  then  Congress  st(*.pped  in 
and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  that  which  they  had  wast(*d. 

I  will  not  n»peat  what  1  have  heretofore  said  in  i-egard  to  this  Insti- 
tution; I  will  not  say  Imt  that  it  is  jiossibly  a  wise  one,  and  a  wMse 
appropriation  of  pul)lic  money,  !)ecause  it  is  rather  impertinent  to  the 
question  that  is  now  l)efore  the  Senate.  It  has  been  characterized,  I 
think  by  Greeley  —and  I  do  not  often  quote  him-  as  a  sort  of  lying-in 
hospital  for  literary  vah»tudinarians,  and  that  is  alK)utth<^  amount  of  it. 
I  remember  once  that  some  friends  were  here  and  had  })een  visiting^ 
about  the  places  of  interest  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  had  got 
pretty  much  through  with  them,  when  1  itsked  them,  ''What  are  you 
going' to  do  to-day  i  '■  They  said  they  were  going  to  look  at  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  and  find  out  what  it  was.  I  told  th(Mn  I  was  exceed- 
ingly glad  they  were  going  to  start  on  such  a  mission,  and  I  asked 
them,  if  they  did  find  out,  to  tell  me  when  they  got  back.  They  did 
not  call  on  me  when  they  got  bax'k. 

Now,  sir,  I  know  of  no  reason  under  heaven  why,  when  we  are  pay- 
ing in  currencry  the  men  who  are  shedding  their  blood  in  defense  of 
the  country,  the  uhmi  who  are  ])eriling  ev(*rvthing  for  the  salvation  of 
the  ccmntry,  we  should  come  in  and  pay  this  pet  child  we  have  created 
in  this  manner  in  gold.  I  think  it  would  shock  the  mt)ral  s<»nse  of  the 
nation  to-day,  if  they  knew  thatw^^  ])i'opose  to  pay  in  gold  the  interest 
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on  this  dc])t,  which  is  no  debt  at  all,  when  we  piy  those  wlio  ii^ht  our 
battles  and  shed  their  blood  in  our  defense  in  eurreney.  I  hope  the 
amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks.  The  Committee  on  Publii'  Buildings 
and  Grounds  investigated  this  subject  to  some  extent,  and  })e(!ame 
entirely  satisfied,  with  the  exception  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  I 
IjelievL',  that  this  interest  ought  to  be  paid  in  gold.  I  am  very  glad 
to  hear  the  statement  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa.  I  am  glad  he  is  able 
to  prove  that  this  Institution  is  in  good  condition.  I  am  gratified 
that  he  has  shown  it  has  full  funds,  with  an  accumulation  of  #75,000 
in  Indiana  bonds — a  sure  and  reliable,  fund — and  something  against 
the  State  of  Virginia.  I  shall  l)e  gratified  each  session  while  I  have 
the  honor  of  serving  along  with  him  to  hear  him  make  as  good  a  state- 
ment of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  as  he  has  to-night. 

He  says  it  is  a  rich  institution.  1  am  glad  of  that.  I  was  once  a 
memlwr  of  the  Indiana  legislature,  and  every  now  and  then  I  heard 
some  representative  or  senator  talking  alx>ut  the  bloated  corponitions 
of  the  State:  and  we  all  had  it  in  our  heads  that  the  wealth  of  the  cor- 
porations, in  some  way  or  other,  was  made  off  our  constituents,  and 
therefore,  to  scmie  extent,  we  w-ere  justified  in  making  war  upon  them, 
for  they  were  men  that  made  their  gains  off  tin*  jK^ople.  But  this  is 
not  the  case  wMth  the  coi'poration  that  the  Senator  now  styles  a  wealthy 
corporation.  No  money  to  fill  the  coffers  of  that  Institution  came  from 
the  good  people  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Grimes.  Not  until  we  pjiy  them  in  gold  J?f>2,000  in  place 
of  |>31,0(X),  while  we  piy  to  Iowa  soldiers,  as  the  StMiator  fnmi  New 
Hampshire  well  said,  only  ^).5()  in  gold.  Then  it  will  come  off  my 
constituent^. 

Mr.  Hendricks.  As  I  wjus  going  on  to  say,  all  the  rich  funds  of 
that  Institution  came  not  from  the  people  of  Iowa  or  of  Indiana.  It 
was  a  nnmificent  grant  from  a  fonMgner.  Mr.  Smithson,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  in  this  country  an  institution  for  the  accpiisition 
and  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  among  men.  That  ^.5()0,<mk)  was 
received  not  in  pai>er,  but  in  gold,  coming  from  a  kind  friend  of  this 
countrv  across  the  water.  If,  therefore,  the  Institution  is  rich  it  is 
well  for  us;  if  it  were  poor  it  would  l)e  a  disgrace  to  us  to-day. 

Mr.  Grimes.  T  think  the  Senator  is  mistaken  in  the  language  used 
in  the  will,  and  1  think  that  in  that  respect  the  managers  of  it  have 
been  true  to  the  direction  of  th(i  testator.  It  was  not  "  useful 
knowledge  among  men,'-  Init  ''  knowledge  among  men." 

Mr.  Hendricks.  Well,  sir,  whether  knowledge  is  useful  or  not  I 
will  not  undertiike  to  discuss  now.  The  j)urpose  of  t\w  liecpiest  was 
to  establish  in  this  countrv  an  institution  for  the  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge,  or  useful  knowhulge,  among  men.  I  think  the  language  used 
was  '"useful  knowledge*."     Whether  the  knowledge  that  is  diffused 
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rtiiionjr  men  from  tlmt  Iiistituti(»n  Ik*  us(»ful  or  not  I  do  not  can*  now 
to  discuss.  If  I  \vcn»  to  jud<;fe  from  the  numljor  of  ajjplications  1  have 
for  the  reports  of  that  Institution,  I  should  say  it  is  useful  knowledge. 

Then,  sir,  if  th<>  Institution  is  rich,  it  has  cost  his  constituents  and 
mine  nothing;  Init  if  it  were  poor  to-day  and  we  n»fused  to  make  up 
the  entire  fund,  it  would  cost  his  constituents  and  mine  something — it 
would  cost  their  honor. 

Now,  sir,  uf)on  the  leading  question  I  do  not  agree  with  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire.  This  Institution  does  not  belong  to  us;  it  is 
not  the  property  of  the  United  Sfait^s.  The  United  States,  in  respect 
to  that  Institution  and  the  funds  that  endowed  it,  is  ]»ut  the  trustee. 
We  are  not  the  Iwneficiaries,  in  its  language.  The  jH»ople  of  the 
world  are  the  })eneticiaries;  all  who  can  l)e  instructed  by  the  difliLsiou 
of  useful  knowledge  are  the  l>eneficiaries. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  spoke  also  of  a  loss  l»ecause  of  a 
purchase  of  lK)nds  of  the  State  of  Arkansas.  If  we  purchased  h)ond8 
that  were  not  a  sure  investment,  in  hiw,  or  rather  in  eipiity,  we  are 
bound  to  make  it  good.  If  the  United  States,  as  a  trustee,  makes  a 
Imd  investment,  sh<»  nnist  make  that  investment  good.  If  the  Senator 
held  funds  for  me,  or  if,  as  a  guardian,  he  held  funds  for  some  of  his 
minor  constituents,  and  made  a  l»a<l  investment,  would  he  not  he  com- 
pelled to  make  it  up^  If  he  made  a  !)ad  investment  he  would  be 
eompi^lled  to  make  it  good,  unless  he  used  due  care  and  acted  under 
the  direction  of  the  court.  1  admit  if  entire  diligence  is  used,  perhaps 
he  would  not  be  responsible  in  a  court  of  ecjuity.  But  I  understand 
the  facts  to  be  that  the  Institution  has  lost  nothing  from  the  Arkansas 
bonds.  That  has  been  made  up;  they  have  been  paid,  and  there  has 
l)een  no  loss  resulting  from  that  investment. 

Mr.  Hale.  The  Senator  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  Hendricks.  1  was  so  told  the  other  day.  1  am  not  fully 
informed,  except  as  the  conmiittee  were  informed  1)V  Professor  Henry, 
who  has  this  Imsiness  in  charge.  That  is  the  way  I  understand  it^ 
The  interest  has  been  paid. 

Mr.  Hale.  The  })onds  have  not  been  paid. 

Mr.  Hendricks.  Whether  the  bonds  have  be(»n  paid  or  not  is  not 
important.  We  got  goM,  and  were  to  use  it  as  a  trustee  to  establish 
an  institution  that  would  be  an  ornann'iit  to  the  <'ountrv  its  well  as 
useful  to  the  world.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the  o])ligjition  of  the  United 
States  in  respect  to  that — a  gold  investm<»nt  endowing  an  institution 
not  for  the  benetit  of  the  Unit(»d  Stat<\s,  ])ut  for  the  bcMietit  of  man- 
kind generally  if  I  understand  the  decision  of  the  Ticasury  Depail- 
inent  has  been  that  all  trust  funds  are  to  Ik*  paid  in  gold  and  that  all 
the  de!)ts  against  the  (iovernmi»nt  prior  to  the  connnencement  of  the 
war  an»  to  !»e  paid  in  gold. 

lioth  the  S»nators  have  asked  why  wc  pay  gold  to  this  Institution 
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when  wo  [my  greenbacks  to  the  soldiers.  Why  do  the  Senators  agree 
by  their  numerous  votes  here  to  pay  gold  to  the  men  who  buy  the 
bonds  of  the  United  States?  Why  do  they  make  their  investment 
worth  12  per  rent  when  other  men  use  their  money  for  their  own 
benefit  but  to  the  extent  of  i\  per  cent?  Why  do  they  pay  gold  to 
tlic»  creditors  that  they  create  now,  not  b\'  $5(^>,(K)()  at  a  time,  but  by 
^(>00,0()0,(K)0  at  a  time  in  gold?  Let  them  answer  that.  It  is  a  ques- 
turn  between  them  and  the  soldiers.  They  pay  the  creditoi>*  of  the 
Government  in  gold  and  the  soldiers  in  greenlmeks.  Both  Senators 
uiKjuestionably  were  govemrd  by  proper  considerations.  I  think  it 
is  a  plain  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  pay  this  ihti^r- 
est  in  gold.  It  is  according  to  the  practice  of  the  Government,  and  1 
should  think  it' a  shame  to  the  Government  to  do  otherwise. 

Mr.  liYMAX  Trumbull.  I  am  a  little  surprised  at  the  course  of  the 
S(*nator  from  Iowa  and  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  The  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  says  this  is  not  a  trust  at  all;  this  property- 
was  given  to  the  United  States.  It  was  given  to  the  Unit4?d  States  by 
James  Smithson,  but  it  was  given  for  a  particular  puipose,  and  it 
is  as  much  a  trust  as  when  any  te^stator  bequeaths  property  to  a  par- 
ticular person  for  a  particular  purpose.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States  in  184<)  passed  an  act  )>y  which  they  recognized  this  as  a  trust, 
and  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  if  he 
means  to  repudiate  the  action  of  this  Government;  if  he  means  to 
repudiate  the  solenm  obligation  which  this  Government  has  taken 
upon  itself?  It  is  a  direct'  act  of  repudiation  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  deny  that  this  is  a  trust  and  that  it  is  held  as  a  trust  for 
particular  purposes.  The  act  of  1846,  which  I  have  before  me, 
declares — 

That  James  Smithson,  (^.,  of  I/3ndon,  in  the  Kingflom  of  Great  Britain,  having 
hy  his  lant  will  and  testament  driven  the  whole  of  his  proj>erty  to  the  United  States- 
of  America  to  found  at  Washinjrton,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
an  establishment  for  the  incrt»ase  and  diffusion  of  knowknl^e  among  men,  and  the 
Unitcnl  Stat*^  having,  by  an  art  of  C'onjrress,  receivcMl  said  propt?rty  and  aceepted 
said  trust:  Therefore*,  for  the  full  execution  of  said  trust  according?  to  the  will  of  the 
lilK*nd  and  enlightened  donor,  /?/•  it  enacted,  etc. 

Here  is  a  solemn  act  of  C-ongress  acknowledging  the  re(!eipt  of  this 
property  as  a  trust  fund.  It  was  given  for  the  purpose  of  founding 
"'at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an 
esta])lishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl<>dge  among  men," 
and  the  Senator  from  Iowa  says  ''not  useful  knowledge."  Why,  sir, 
I  thought  that  the  t(»rm  "knowledge"  implied  that  it  was  a  useful 
thing.  I  supposed  that  knowledge  was  valuable;  that  it  was  what  we 
all  sought  to  ac<iuire.  This  property  was  accepted  in  trust  for  this 
identical  puriK)se,  and  to  repudiate  it  now  and  say  it  is  no  trast,  it  is 
the  money  of  the  (irovernment  and  you  have  a  right  to  squander  it  and 
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use  it,  J8  as  direct  a  ))rea('h  of  faith  as  it  would  )jo  on  the  piirt  of  this 
Congress  to  i)a,**s  a  law  that  it  would  pay  no  debt  whatever  that  it  had 
ereatcnl.  It  would  l)e  the  worst  si>eeies  of  repudiation  —worse  than 
borrowin*^  nion(\v  and  refusinj^  to  pay  it  under  ordinary  cin^umstances. 
The  Government  hits  aeci^pted  it;  it  has  eomniitti>d  itself  to  it,  and  this 
Institution  had  as  i)erfeet  a  riyht  to  call  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
as  it  fell  due,  in  coin,  its  had  any  othi^r  creditor  of  the  ( rovernnient. 

The  Senator  from  Iowa  wantij  to  know  whv  a  distinction  is  to  be 
made  ))etw(»en  the  debt  due  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  a  debt  due 
any  oth(jr  person.  No  distin<'tion  is  to  be  made.  It  is  the  very  thing 
we  do  not  want  to  do.  The  (xovernment  of  the  United  Stiitos  in  1861, 
when  this  rel)ellion  broke  out,  owed  some  Ji>VM),(MM),()0();  and  does  not 
the  Senator  from  Iowa  know  that  we  paid  the  interestto  everyone  of 
the  holders  of  that  indebti^dness  in  ^old^ 

Mr.  J.  W.  (iKiMKS.  I  know  we  did  not  do  it  to  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Trumhull.  You  iiavedone  it  to  the  Indians  in  many  instances; 
but  because  you  have  wronijed  the  Indian  who  can  not  assert  his  rights; 
because  vou  have  violated  your  treaties  with  him,  and  bv  act  of  Con- 
^ress  are  changinjif  treaties  every  day  and  drivinj^  him  from  the  lands 
that  you  set  a|)art  to  iiim  and  said  you  would  never  disturb  him  in  the 
possession  of:  V)ecause  you  impose  upon  the  Indian,  do  you  propose 
now  to  violate  all  your  contracts^  You  are  l)ound  to  pay  the  Indian 
in  ^old  if  you  have  a^^reed  so  to  ])ay  him.  Sir,  this  argument  by 
which  you  talk  a])out  not  payinj^  the  poor  soldi(»r  in  coin  smac*ks  a 
little  of  a  .speech  upon  the  stump.  The*  Senator  from  Iowa  votes  here 
to  pay  the  foreign  bondholder  in  coin. 

In  my  opinion  this  amendment  does  not  ^o  far  enough.  The  reason, 
probably,  for  the  introduction  of  the  amendment  at  this  time  is  in  con- 
sequence of  a  calamity,  the  destruction  of  a  part  of  thci  Smitiisonian 
building  within  a  few  days  l)y  lire,  involving  a  very  large  expenditure 
to  repair  the  building;  but  instead  of  calling  uix)n  Congress  for  an 
appropriation  for  that  purpose  it  was  thought  on  the  part  of  the 
managers  of  the  Institution  they  would  be  enabled  to  get  along  if  they 
received  the  int(M'(»st  due  the  Institution  in  coin.  They  were  entitled 
to  rectMve  it,  and  thev  would  have  received  it  in  coin  had  they  insisted 
upon  it  heretofore.  The  only  reason  that  it  htts  not  been  insisted  upon,' 
as  I  understand,  is  that  in  this  great  emergency  of  the  counti'v,  as  the 
Institution  was  able  to  get  along,  the  matter  was  not  pressed  upon  the 
Sc^cretarv  of  the  Treasury,  wlio  never  denied  the  o))ligation  of  the 
(iovernment  to  pay  in  coin  as  uuu'h  upon  this  debt  as  any  other  debt 
which  the  Government  owed.  I  am  informed  bv  the  Senator  from 
Maine  I  Mr.  Farwell  I  that  they  n»ceived  the  currencvof  thecountrv  with- 
(mt  making  a  special  demand  for  the  coin  under  the  particular  condition 
of  things  in  the  count  rv  at  the  time.  The  Institution  will  be  able,  as  I 
understand,  to  repair  the  building,  provided  they  receive  what  they  are 
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entitled  to  receive,  and  hence  this  proposition  to  pay  the  interest  in 
<'oin.  I  shall  move  an  amendment  to  the  proposition  to  make  up  the 
difference  between  the  currencv  which  the  Institution  has  received  and 
the  coin  to  which  thev  were  entitled  in  order  that  thev  mav  have  the 
means  to  repair  the  building.  1  think  the  GovernmcMit  is  lK)und  to 
l>ay  it  by  every  obligation,  and  particularly^  by  the  obligation  which 
it  took  upon  itself  w^hen  it  accepted  this  fund. 

But  the  Senator  from  Iowa  brings  in  here  the  fact  that  this  fund 
was  invested  in  Arkansas  bonds.  Was  that  the  fault  of  Smithson,  who 
made  the  bequest?  Whose  fault  was  it  if  an  improvident  use  was 
made  of  the  funds  of  the  Institution'!?  But  that  question  is  not  now 
to  be  settled.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  assumed  the 
control  of  this  money,  has  incorporated  this  Institution,  has  agreed 
to  pay  the  interest  forever  at  (>  per  cent  upon  the  money  that  was 
placed  in  its  Treasury,  and  unless  it  means  to  repudiate  this  obliga- 
tion it  is  )x)und  to  pay  it,  and  it  is  bound  to  pay  it  in  the  same  cur- 
rency that  it  pa3\s  to  other  creditors  similarly  situated.  That  is  all 
that  the  Institution  asks.  The}'^  probabl}*^  would  not  have  pressed  at 
this  time  for  the  payment  in  coin  but  for  the  misfortune  of  the  fire 
which  has  recently  oc(;urred.  I  move  to  amend  the  section  which  is 
pending  by  adding  to  it  the  following: 

And  in  case  the  interest  heretofore  paid  to  Paid  Institution  has  been  paid  in  a  dif- 
ferent  currency,  or  of  less  value,  than  that  paid  by  the  Government  on  other  perma- 
nent debts  or  trust  funds,  that  the  Secretary  he  directe<i  to  make  up  the  difference 
to  said  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  Jacob  Collamer.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  wish  to  confine  my 
remarks  to  the  amendment  now  under  consideration.  I  van  see  no 
go(Kl  reason  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois.  So  far 
as  this  Institution  have  nH'eived  their  int<*rest  in  anv  monev  that  was 
satisfactorv  to  them  when  thev  received  it  I  consider  it  paid.  In 
relation  to  what  has  not  been  paid  them,  it  undoubted!}'  rjhould  be  paid 
them,  as  I  think,  in  coin,  as  is  the  case  with  all  the  trust  funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government. 

But,  sir,  I  rose  more  paiticularlv  to  make  one  remark.  I  feel  a 
good  di>al  gratified  at  the  speeches  that  have  been  madc^  on  this  subject 
this  evening,  and  from  this  consideration:  Congress,  b}^  the  votes  of 
many  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  this  subject  to-night, 
passed  a  law  nearly  four  years  ago  to  enable  individuals  to  pay  oflF  their 
old  notes  in  deprc^ciated  paper  at  half  price,  and  we  called  it  a  legal 
tender.  These  gentlemen  voted  for  that  measure,  by  which  people 
were  enabled  to  cheat  their  creditors  and  bv  which  the  Government 
never  got  anything,  and  never  will.  But  what  particularly  gratifies 
me  is  this:  That  while  they  were  willing  to  make  a  law,  and  it  is  a 
staixling  law  now,  to  enable  individuals  to  cheat  their  creditors  by 
paying  them  otf  in  money  at  half  price  they  are  ashamed  to  do  it  on 
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their  own  acrount  and  will  not  do  any  .siuii   thinii^,  and  I  hope  they 
novor  will. 

Mr.  Garret  Davis.  Mr.  President,  1  think  there  is  a  hij^her  obli- 
gtition  to  keep  this  he^piest  at  its  orijrlnal  amount  than  any  legal 
obli^ition.  Sniithson  was  a  natural  son  of  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land. He  made  a  declaration  in  conncM'tion  with  this  ln'<juest  that  he 
would  render  his  name*  mon*  famous  than  that  of  th(^  illustrious  house 
to  whieh  he  was  allied.  He  exeeut^Hla  will,  in  which  he  bestowed  the 
whole  of  his  estate  upon  the  I'nited  States,  in  trust,  to  establish,  as 
tlie  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  has  just  read,  an  institution  to  be 
ideated  in  tho  city  of  AVashin^ton  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowiedjife  amonj^  men.  That  was  the  hij^hest  testimony  that  that 
individual  could  have  rendered  to  the  (xovcu'nnK^nt  of  the  United 
States  or  to  the  United  States  themselves.  Althoui^h  allied  to  an 
ilhistrious  house,  ho  gave  all  that  he  had  of  woi'ldly  property  to  our 
country  and  to  our  Government  for  the  purpose  of  foundinjr  an  insti- 
tution for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge.  From  the  (circum- 
stances under  which  the  beijuest  was  made*  and  the  manner  in  which 
its  exe<nition  was  assumed  hy  our  Government,  in  my  judgment  it 
creatc^s  a  higher  than  a  legal  obligation  that  the  amount  and  value  of 
this  no])le  becpiest  shall  not  deteriorate  or  be  reducinl  in  amount  in  the 
hands  of  those  that  he  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  trust. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  savs,  correctlv,  no  doubt,  that 
the  re4ison  why  this  application  is  now  made  at  this  time  is  because  of 
the  misfortune  that  befell  the  Smithsonian  Institution  a  few  weeks 
since.  That  was  in  somi*  degree  the  fault  of  the  United  States  (rovcrn- 
inent.  It  had  property  deposited  for  custody  and  exhibition  in  the 
Interior  Department,  which  wasdirected  by  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  Iw.  transferred  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  same 
custody  and  for  sunilar  exhibition.  This  property  was  not  properly 
attached  to,  or  appended  to,  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  The  man- 
agers of  that  Institution  received  the  custody  and  the  i)ossession  of 
thisproi)erty  reluctantly  and  oidy  l>ecause  '\t<  custody  had  been  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  officials  of  the  United  States  (rovernment.  The 
proper  ari^angement  of  that  property  in  one  of  its  halls  rendered 
necessary  the  making  of  some  repairs  in  th(»  hall  that  caused  the 
making  of  a  lire  in  that  hall,  which  n\sulted  intht*  contiagration  of  the 
building. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the  nature  of  the  bequest, 
of  th(»  nobleness  of  the  motives  of  th(»  testator  who  becjueathed  it,  of 
the  high  scientiiic  purposes  for  which  it  was  given  to  the  United  States; 
in  view  of  the  great  trust  and  confidence  that  was  reposed  ))y  the 
testator  in  the  Government,  and  in  the  United  States,  and  in  our 
countrv.  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  tire  that  resulted  in  the  Imrn- 
ing  of  the  Smithsonian  })uilding  arose  from  the  impjsition  of  a  duty 
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that  did  not  appertain  to  that  Institution  at  all,  the  United  States 
Government  ought  to  hold  itself  bound  by  every  obligs^tion  to  keep 
the  bequest  at  its  original  value;  and  that  is  all  that  is  proposed. 

The  Presiding  Officer  (Mr.  Solomon  Foot  in  the  chair).  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Trumbull] 
to  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  adopted;  there  being,  on  a 
division — ayes  21,  noes  not  counted. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  amendments  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  are  all  disposed  of. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Hale.  I  find  we  have  got  another  Smithsojiian  Institution 
on  a  smaller  scale  in  this  bill  that  I  want  to  get  rid  of.  I  move  to 
strike  out  the  following  clause  : 

For  publishing  the  annual  report  of  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,  made  to 
Congress  under  the  act  approved  March  3,  1863,  16,000. 

If  there  is  no  objection  to  striking  it  out  I  have  nothing  to  say. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  REGENTS 

By  the  Vice-PresidenL 
March  7,  tSeS— Senate. 

Mr.  Solomon  Foot  offered  resolution  : 

That  the  President  of  the  Senate  appoint  a  Regent  of' the  Sinithsonian  Institution, 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in  the  vacancy  now  existing  in  the  Board  of  Regents. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  Daniel  Clark)  appointed  William 
P.  Fessenden. 

APPOINT»IENT  OF   REGENTS 

£f/  the  Speaker, 
December  23,  1863— House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Schuyler  Coli^ax)  announced  that  that  being 
the  day  fixed  for  the  appointment  of  three  Regents  for  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  he  had  appointed  S.  S.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
of  Maryland,  and  J.  W.  Patterson,  of  New  Hampshire. 

APPOINTMENT  OF   REGENTS 

By  Joint  Rewlutioji, 
January  11,  1S65 — Senate. 

Mr.  Lyman  Trumbull  introduced  a  joint  resolution: 

That  Richard  Deiafield,  resident  of  Washington  City,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
appointc<1  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  place  of  Joseph  G.  Totten, 
deceased. 

H.  Doc.  732 i2 
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January  17,  1865 — Senate. 

Senate  resolution  to  appoint  Mr.  Dolafiold,  Kogont,  psissod. 
February  11,  18^5 — House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Augustus  Frank,  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
Senate  appointing  Richard  Deialieid  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  was  tuken  up  and  passed. 

February  14,  1865. 

Resolved ^  etc.^  That  Richard  Delafield,  resident  of  Washington  city, 
be,  and  hereby  is,  appointed  a  regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
in  place  of  Joseph  G.  Totten,  deceased. 

'Stot,  XIII,  569.) 
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PARIS  EXPOSITION. 

Joint  Resolution. 
January  16,  1866. 

Whereiis  the  United  States  have  been  invited  by  the  Government  of 
France  to  take  part  in  a  univei^sal  exposition  of  the  productions  of 
agriculture,  maniifac»tures,  and  the  fine  arts,  to  be  held  in  Paris, 
France,  in  the  vear  1867: 

Be  it  resolved^  rtc,^  That  said  invitation  is  accepted. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  resolved^  That  the  proceedings  heretofore 
adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  the  said  exposition,  as 
set  forth  in  his  report  and  accompanying  do(;uments  concerning  that 
subject,  transmitted  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  with  the  President's 
message  of  the  11th  instant,  are  approved. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  remlved^  That  the  general  agent  for  the 
said  exposition  at  New  York  be  authorized  to  employ  such  clerks  as 
may  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  regu- 
lations of  the  imperial  coimnission,  not  to  exceed  four  in  nimiber,  one 
of  whom  shall  receive  compensation  at  the  mte  of  ^1,8(X)  per  annum, 
one  at  *1,6()0,  and  two  at  $1,400. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  resolved.,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  and  requested  to  prescribe  such  general 
regulations  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  business  relating  to  the 
part  to  be  taken  by  the  United  States  in  the  exposition  as  may  be 
proper. 

(Stat,  XIV,  347.) 

July  5,  1866. 

Joint  remhiHon. 

Be  it  remhed^  etc.^  That  in  order  to  enable  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  participate  in  the  advantages  of  the  luiiversal  exhibition  of 
the  productions  of  agriculture,  manufacrtures,  and  the  fine  arts,  to  be 
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held  at  Paris  in  the  year  1867,  the  following  sums  or  so  much  thereof 
as  ma}'^  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  severally  specified,  are  hereby 
appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated: 

First.  To  provide  necessary  furniture  and  fixtures  for  the  proper 
exhibition  of  the  productions  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
plan  of  the  imperial  conmiissioners,  in  that  part  of  the  building  exclu- 
sively assigned  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  $i8,000. 

Secondly.  To  provide  additional  accommodations  in  the  park,  $25,000. 

Thirdly.  For  the  compensation  of  the  principal  agent  of  the  exhibi- 
tion in  the  United  States,  at  the  rate  of  $2,000  a  year:  Provided^  That 
the  period  of  such  service  shall  not  extend  beyond  sixty  days  after  the 
close  of  the  exhibition,  $4,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  found 
necessary. 

Fourthly.  For  oflSce  rent  at  New  York,  for  fixtures,  stationery,  and 
advertising;  for  rent  of  storehouse  for  reception  of  articles,  and  prod- 
ucts; for  expenses  of  shipping,  including  cartages,  etc.;  for  freights 
on  the  articles  to  be  exhibited  from  New  York  to  France,  and  for  com- 
pensation of  four  clerks,  in  conformity  with  the  joint  resolution 
approved  January  16,  1866,  and  for  contingent  expenses,  the  sum  of 
$33,700,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  found  necessary. 

Fifthly.  For  .expenses  in  receiving,  bonding,  storage,  cartage,  labor, 
and  so  forth,  at  Havre;  for  railway  transportation  from  Havre  to  Paris; 
for  labor  in  the  palace;  for  sweeping  and  sprinkling  compartments  for 
seven  months;  for  guards  and  keepers  for  seven  months;  for  linguists 
(eight  men)  for  seven  months;  for  storing,  packing-boxes,  carting,  and 
for  material  for  repacking;  for  clerk-hire,  stationery,  rent,  and  con- 
tingent expenses,  the  sum  of  $35,703,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
found  necessary. 

Sixthly.  For  the  traveling  expenses  of  ten  professional  and  scientific 
conmiissioners,  to  be  appointed  b}^  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  each,  $10,000, 
it  being  understood  that  the  President  may  appoint  additional  com- 
missioners, not  exceeding  twenty  in  number,  whose  expenses  shall  not 
be  paid;  but  no  person  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  article 
exhibited  shall  be  a  commissioner;  nor  shall  any  member  of  Congress^r 
or  any  person  holding  an  appointment  or  oflSce  of  honor  or  trust  under 
the  United  States  be  appointed  a  commissioner,  agent,  or  officer  under 
this  resolution. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  furtlier  resolved^  That  the  governors  of  the  several. 
States  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  requested  to  invite  the  patriotic  people 
of  their  respective  States  to  assist  in  the  proper  representation  of  the 
handiwork  of  our  artisans,  and  the  prolific  sources  of  material  wealth 
with  which  our  land  is  blessed,  and  to  take  such  further  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  to  diffuse  a  knowledge  of  the  proposed  exhibition, 
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Mr.  Howe.  Then  I  movo  that  the  Somite  proceed  t<^)  the  eonsidera- 
tioii  of  Seiuite  })ill  2lf). 

Agn»ed  to;  and  th(^  )>ill  (S.  216)  to  provide  for  the  tninsfer  of  the 
custody  of  the  library  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  the  Library 
of  Congress  wiis  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  IIowE.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  in  section  2,  line  (>,  by  insert- 
ing the  words  '"  in  the  recess  of  Conj^ress"  after  the  word  "year,-'  so 
that  it  will  re^id: 

That  when  hucjIi  libniry  ^hall  have  Ix^i^n  ho  removed  and  <lepo8ite<l,  the  Smithnonian 
Inatitution  yhall  have  the  une  thereof  in  like  manner  an  it  is  now  used,  and  the  public 
Hhall  have  at-eens  thereto  for  purpow.^  of  consultation  on  every  ordinary  week  day, 
except  during  one  month  of  each  year  in  the  receHH  of  Conjrre**H,  when  it  may  Ix^  closed 
for  renovation.  « 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Hendricks.  1  wish  to  ask  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
whether  tliis  bill  contemplates  the  permanent  tninsfer  of  these  books  to 
tiie  Congressional  Library  i  These  books  belong  to  the  Smithsonian 
trust  fund,  which  1  think  ought  not  to  be  diverted. 

Mr.  Howe.  The  Senator  will  s(»e,  if  he  looks  over  the  })ill,  that  it 
does  not  transfer  the  title  of  the  books.  It  is  the  custody''  of  the  books 
that  is  transferred  to  the  Congressional  Library  for  safe-keeping,  as 
well  as  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Lyman  Trumbull.  I  will  state  to  the  Senator  from  Indiana  that 
this  is  a  mutual  armngement  entered  into  }>etween  the  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  and  the  Committee  on  the  Librai^y.  satisfactory 
to  }>oth  parties.  It  is  thought  to  ])e  safer  to  have  them  deposited  there. 
There  is  danger  of  them  at  present,  as  the  building  in  which  they  are 
is  not  fireproof. 

The  bill  was  re^xirt^^d  to  the  Senate  as  amended,  and  the  amendment 
concurred  in. 

Passed. 
Apr// 2,  1866 -House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  liuTHERFORi)  B.  Hayes,  by  unanimous  consent, 
Senate  ])ill  to  provide  for  the  tra^isfer  of  the  custody-  of  the  library  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  the  Li})nirv  of  C-ongress  was  taken  from 
the  Speaker's  tjible  and  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Hayks.  The  Committee  on  the  Li))i'arv  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

Passed. 
Apr/'/  5,  1866. 

Be  if  nuteteil^  etr.^  That  the  libnirv  collect<*d  bv  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved,  August  10,  1840, 
shall  be  removed  from  the  building  of  said  Institution,  with  the  con- 
sent bf  the  Rcg(»nts  thereof,  to  the  new  fireproof  extension  of  the 
Libmn'  of  Congress,  upon  completion  of  a  sufficient  portion  thereof 
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for  its  accommodation,  and  shall,  while  there  dei^)sited,  Iw  subject  to 
the  same  regulations  as  the  Library  of  Congress,  except  as  hereinafter 
provided. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  furth4fi'  enacUd^  That  when  such  library  shall 
have  been  so  removed  and  deposited,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall 
have  the  use  thereof  in  like  manner  as  it  is  now  used,  and  the  public 
shall  have  access  thereto  for  puiposes  of  consultation  on  eveiy  ordinary 
week  day  except  during  one  month  of  each  year,  in  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, when  it  may  Ix?  closed  for  renovation.  All  the  lK)oks,  maps, 
and  chaits  of  the  Smithsonian  library  shall  ))e  properly  cared  for  and 
preserved  in  like  manner  as  are  those  of  the  Congressional  Library, 
from  which  the  Smithsonian  libraiy  shall  not  be  removed  except  on 
reimbursement  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  of  expenses  incurred  in  binding  and  in  taking  cure  of 
the  same,  or  upon  such  torms  and  conditions  as  shall  be  mutually 
agreed  upon  by  Congre^js  and  the  Regents  of  said  Institution. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  eiicvcUd^  That  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
through  its  secretar}^  shall  have  the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
subject  to  the  same  regulations  as  Senators  and  Representatives. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Libmrian  of  Congress 
shall  be  authorized  to  employ  two  additional  assistants,  who  shall 
receive  a  yearly  compensation  of  $800,  and  $1,000,  respectively,  com- 
mencing July  1,  1866,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mone}'  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  itfurtJier  enacted^  That  the  sum  of  $500,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be  appropriated,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  removal  herein  provided  for. 

(Stat.,  XIV,  13.) 

CAKE  OF  GOVERNMENT  COLLECTIONS. 
April  7,  1866. 

Deficiency  act  for  1866,  etc. 

For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  survey- 
ing expeditions  of  the  Government,  ^,000. 
(Stat.,  XIV,  19.) 

July  28,  1866. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1867. 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of 
the  exploring  and  surveving  expeditions  of  the  Government,  IN:,0(X). 
(Stat,  XIV,  310.) 

February  23,  1867— House. 

The  Clerk  read: 

For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  tlie  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions 
of  the  Government,  $4,000. 
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Mr.  J.  W.  Patterson.  I  move  to  amend  the  paragraph  just  read  by 
omitting  the  word  "four"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  "ten,"  so  as  to 
increase  the  appropriation  to  $10,000. 

Agreed  to. 

March  2,  1867. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1868. 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of 
the  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions  of  the  Government,  $10,000. 
(Stat.,  XIV,  464.) 

March  2,  1867. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1868. 

For  the  purchase  of  the  Glover  Museum,  $10,000. 
(Stat.,  XIV,  452.) 

REPORT  OF  SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 

May  7,  1866— Senate. 
Annual  report  for  1865  presented. 
Mr.  Lyman  Trumbull  moved  the  printing  of  5,000'  extra  copies. 

May  7,  1866— House. 

Annual  report  for  1865  presented. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Garfield  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies  be  printed. 

May  9,  1866—$enate. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
resolution: 

That  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, for  the  year  1865,  be  printed;  2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
and  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate:  Provided^  That  the  aggregate  number  of  pages 
contained  in  said  report  shall  not  exceed  450  pages,  without  woodcuts  or  plates, 
except  those  furnished  by  the  Institution. 

Adopted. 
June  8,  1866— House. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Laflin,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  submitted 
resolution: 

That  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  last  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  be  printed; 
2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Institution,  and  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this 
House. 

Adopted. 

February  26,  1867— Senate. 

Annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1866  was  pre- 
sented. 
Mr.  L.  Tkumbull  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies  be  printed. 


064  CONORKSfllONAL    PROCEEDINGS. 

February  27,  1867— House, 

Annual  report  for  ISO*)  presontod. 

Mr.  J.  A.  (rAUFiEi.D  Hioved  that  5,000  oxtra  copies  })e  i)rint<»d. 

February  28.  1867— House. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Lafijn,  from  the  Comniittoe  on  Printiiijr,  offered 
resohit  ion : 

That  r),(K>0  additional  oo]>k'n  of  the  liwt  report  of  the  Smithsnnian  liiHtitiilion  lie 
printe<l;  2,(KK)  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an<l  8,(K)()  for  tlie  use  r>f  the 
mGnil)ers  of  tills  House;  and  that  the  same  Ik^  st*»reotyi)ed. 

Adopted. 

March  1,  1867— Senate. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony,  from  the  C'Omniittee  on  Printing,  offered 
resolution: 

That  5,0(X)  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the 
year  18(50,  Iw  printed;  2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  8,lXX)for 
the  use  of  the  St^nate;  and  that  said  re])ort  l)ejrtereotype<l:  ProHdrd,  That  the  aggre- 
gate numlKT  of  pages  contained  in  said  report  shall  not  excx»ed  450.  without  wood- 
cuts or  plate's,  except  tliose  furnished  by  the  Institution. 

Agreed  to. 

EXPT.ORINO    EXPEDITION. 
July  26,  1866. 

Rpsolred.  etc. ,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  l>e  authorized 
and  instructed  to  grant  to  the  Navy  Department  the  use  of  such 
of  the  engraved  plat.es  of  the  United  States  Exploring  Ex|>edition 
under  Captain  Wilkes,  now  in  charge  of  said  committee,  as  may  be 
desired  for  the  puipose  of  printing  a  supply  of  chai*t.M  for  the  use  of 
said  Department. 

(Stat.,  XIV,  '^m.) 

AMENDMENT    TO    ACT    OF  ORGANIZATION    OF    SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION.  " 

February  1,  1867 — House. 
The  following  memorial  was  presented  to  Congress: 

To  the  honorable  th*'  Sfn'tfr  and  House  of  Repremifafivei*j  etc.: 

The  Board  of  Rej?ents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  have  directed  the  undersigned 
to  transmit  to  your  honorable  Inxly  the  resolution  herewith  appendcHi,  and  to  solicit 
the  ])assage  of  an  act  in  accordance  therewith. 

It  is  known  to  your  honorable  body  that  the  original  sum  rec<?ived  into  the  United 
States  Treasury  from  the  lH»quest  of  James  Smith  son,  of  England,  was  $.515,169, 
which  was  considcre<l  a  trust  fund,  the  Intercast  alone  to  l)e  applied  to  ciirrying  out 
the  purpose*  of  the  testator,  viz,  **The  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowle<lge  among 


men." 


This,  however,  was  not  the  whole  of  the  Smithsonian  becjuest,  the  sum  of  £5,015 
liaving  lx«n  left  by  Hon.  R.  Rush,  the  agi»ut  of  the  Unite<l  States,  as  the  principal 
of  an  annuity  t<>  the  mother  of  the  nephew  of  Smith.son. 

T\w  annuitant  having  <licd,  the  sum  of  $2r>,210.63  hsm  lx»en  received  from  this 
source,  and  is  now  in  chai-ge  of  the  Secn^tary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Unite<l  States; 
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and  no  provision  having  l:>eon  made  in  the  act  of  August  10,  1846,  establishing  the 
Ins?titution,  for  tlie  di8i>oHition  of  thin  remainder  of  the  legmn*,  your  momorialiHts,  in 
behalf  of  the  Boanl  of  Regents,  now  ask  that  it  be  added  to  the  original  bequi^st  on 
the  same  terms,  and  that  the  iuerease  which  has  arisen  from  interest  or  otherwise  on 
the  sum  before  mentioned,  also  in  the  liands  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
United  States,  be  transferretl  to  the  Board  of  Regents  for  assisting  to  defray  the 
expense  of  the  rei^onstruction  of  the  building  and  for  other  objects  of  the  Institution. 

And  your  memorialists  would  furtlier  ask  that  the  Board  of  Regents  Ik?  alloweil  to 
place  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Unit^nl  States,  on  the  same  tenns  as  the  original  l)e(]uc^t, 
such  sums  of  money  as  may  a(*(»nie  from  savings  of  income  and  from  other  sources, 
provided  the  whole  amount  thus  receive<l  into  the  Treasury  shall  not  exiieed 
$1,000,000. 

The  sole  object  of  this  recjuest  is  the  permanent  investment  and  perpetual  security 

of  the  entire  Smithsonian  l>e(]uest  and  su(*li  other  sums  as  may  l)e  accumulated  from 

savings  of  accnie<l  interest,  legacies,  etc. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  etc. 

S.  P.  Chase, 

CJianceUor, 

Joseph  Henry, 

Secreiary  SmithJKmiatt  InMUutum. 

RemUfd,  etc.y  That  an  application  Ix)  made  to  Congress  for  an  act  authorizing  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  receive  into  tlie  Treasury,  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
original  bequest,  the  residuary  legacy  of  James  Smithson,  now  in  United  States  bonds 
in  the  hands  of  said  Treasurer,  namely,  $26,210.63,  together  with  such  other  sums  as 
the  Regents  may  from  time  to  time  see  fit  to  deposit,  not  exceeding,  with  the  original 
bequest,  tlie  sum  of  $1,000,000;  and  that  the  income  which  has  accrued  or  may  accnie 
from  said  residuary  legacy  Ix?  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  interest  on  the 
original  be(|uest. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Patterson  introduced  bill: 

Bf  it  rnatiedj  etc.,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ])e,  and  he  is  liereby,  author- 
iziyi  and  directetl  to  receive  into  the  Treasury,  on  the  same  tenns  as  the  original 
bec^uest,  the  residuary  legacy  of  James  Smithson,  now  in  United  States  l)ond8  in  tlie 
hands  of  said  Secretary',  namely,  twenty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  ten  dollars 
and  sixty-three  cents,  together  with  such  other  sums  as  the  Regents  may  from  time 
to  time  see  fit  to  deposit,  not  exceeding,  with  the  original  l)equest,  tlie  feum  of  one 
million  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  Itf  it  further  enacted j  That  the  increase  which  lias  accnied,  or  which 
may  hereafter  accrue,  from  said  residuary  legacy  sliall  l>e  applied  by  the  Board  of 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  the  same  manner  as  the  interest  on  the 
original  liequest,  in  accordance  with  the  jm)visions  of  tlie  act  of  August  tenth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-six,  establishing  said  Institution. 

Passed. 

February  1,  1867 — Senate. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Fessenden.  There  is  a  little  ])ill  on  the  table  (House, 
February  1,  1867)  which  has  come  in  from  the  House  that  I  should 
like  ver}'  much  to  take  up  and  have  passc^d  if  no  Senator  has  any 
objection  to  it,  because  it  is  rather  necessary  that  it  should  Ik^  passed 
at  once,  if  at  all.  It  relates  to  the  funds  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, and  the  Rejjents  of  that  Institution  are  now  in  session  in  this  city 
and  would  like,  pro])ably,  to  take  some  action  under  the  l)ill.     It  is 
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very  short,  and  if  there  be  no  o}>jecti(>n  I  should  like  to  have  it  taken 
up  and  acted  upon.  I  have  examined  it  and  do  not  s(»o  any  objection 
to  it. 

Mr.  John  Sherman.  I  should  like  to  inquire  where  the  fund  has 
been  heretofore.     Has  it  been  in  the  Trojisury? 

Mr.  Fessenden.  No,  sir;  it  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary. 
Under  the  bequest  of  Smithson  there  was  a  sum  that  w^as  to  come  to 
the  Institution  upon  the  death  of  a  certain  person,  and  that  person 
died  just  about  the  time  1  happened  to  l>e  in  the  Treasury,  and  there* 
fore  I  know  the  facts.  This  bill  simply  provides  that  this  money  shall 
be  paid  into  the  Treasury  and  disposed  of  precisely  in  accordance  with 
the  original  act  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  Smithsou's  bequest. 

Mr.  Sherman.  I  have  no  objection  to  it  at  all. 

The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment  and  passed. 

February  8,  1867. 
An  act  to  receive  into  the  Treasury  the  residuary  legacy  of  James  Smithson,  etc. 

Be  it  enacted  etc,^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tre^wury  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  receive  into  the  Treasury,  on  the 
same  terms  as  the  original  tequest,  the  residuary  legacy  of  James 
Smithson,  now  in  United  States  bonds,  in  the  hands  of  said  Secretary, 
namely:  $26,210.63,  together  with  such  other  sums  as  the  Regents 
may  from  time  to  time  see  fit  to  deposit,  not  exceeding,  with  the 
original  bequest  the  siun  of  $1,000,000. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  increase  which  has 
accrued,  or  which  may  hereafter  accrue,  from  said  residuary  legacy, 
shall  be  applied  by  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion in  the  same  manner  as  the  interest  on  the  original  l)eque8t,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  lu^t  of  August  10,  1846,  estab- 
lishing said  Institution. 

(Stat.-,  XIV,  391.) 

INTERNATIONAL   EXCHANGES. 

February  26,  1867— Senate. 

Senate  resolution  to  provide  for  the  exchange  of  certain  documents 
with  foreign  countries  passed: 

That  fifty  copies  of  all  doc^uineuts  hereafter  printed  by  order  of  either  House  of 
CongreHH,  and  fifty  copies  additional  of  all  documenta  printe<i  in  excess  of  the  usoal 
number,  together  with  fifty  copies  of  each  publication  issued  by  any  Department  or 
Bureau  of  the  Government,  l)e  pUu!e<l  at  the  disposal  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Librar}',  who  shall  exchange  the  same,  through  the  agency  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti" 
tution,  for  such  works  publishe<l  in  foreign  countries,  and  especially  by  foreign  gov- 
emments,  as  may  V>e  deeme^l  by  said  committee  an  equivalent;  said  works  to  be 
deposited  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

March  2,  1867— House. 

The  House  rejected  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  providing  for 
the  exchange  of  public  documents.     Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
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A.  II.  Lafliii,  the  House  ro<*onsidered  its  aetion  and  passed  the  reso- 
lution. 

March  2,  1867. 

Resol/ved^  etc.^  That  fifty  copies  of  all  doc*uments  hereafter  printed 
by  order  of  either  House  of  Congress,  and  fifty  copies  additional  of 
all  documents  printed  in  excess  of  the  usual  number,  together  with 
fifty  copies  of  each  publication  issued  by  any  department  or  bureau  of 
the  Government,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  Library,  who  shall  exchange  the  same,  through  the  agency  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  for  sucrh  works  published  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  especially  by  foreign  governments,  as  may  be  deemed  by 
said  committee  an  equivalent;  said  works  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library 
of  Congress. 

(Stat,  XIV,  573.) 

APPOINTMENT  OF  BEOENTS 

By  the  Speaker. 
March  7,  1867— House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Schuyler  Colfax)  appointed  Luke  P.  Poland, 
of  Vermont,  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  election  of  J.  W.  Patterson  to  the  United 
States  Senate. 


FORTIETH  CONGRESS,  1867-1S69. 

EXPosrnoNS. 

Pariii  Uni/oersal  Exhibition. 
March  12,  1867. 

Resolved^  etc.  1.  That  the  commission  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Universal  Exhibition  to  be  held  at  Paris  in  the  vear  1867  shall  consist 
of  the  commissioner-genei'al  and  honorary  commissioner,  whose  ap- 
pointment was  approved  by  the  joint  resolution  of  January  2^  [15], 
1866;  also  of  the  thirty  commissioners  whose  appointment  was  pro- 
vided for  by  the  joint  resolution  of  July  5,  1866,  and  of  twenty  com- 
missioners whose  appointment  is  hereinafter  provided  for. 

!i.  That  the  commissioner-general  shall  be  the  president  of  the  com- 
mission thus  constituted,  with  a  vote  on  all  questions  that  may  arise. 

3.  That  the  commission  shall  meet  at  Paris  as  early  as  possible 
before  the  opening  of  the  exhibition,  upon  the  call  of  the  commis- 
sioner-general, and,  when  properly  organized,  shall  make  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  cfiScient  action,  with  power  to 
elect  a  vice-president  from  their  own  number,  who,  in  the  absence  of 
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the  <'<)minissionor-^»Mu»ral,  shall  preside  at  all  inoctiiij^s  of  tlu»  rommis- 
sion,  and  to  appoint  connnittoos  and  <hairin«Mi  of  groups. 

4:.  That  the  coniniission  nia\'  designate  additional  persons,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  in  number,  ])eing  citizens  of  the  United  Stiites,  known 
to  be  skiUed  in  anv  branch  of  industry  or  art,  who  are  hereby  author- 
ized  to  attend  the  exhibition  in  In^half  of  the  United  States,  as  honorary 
coininissioners  without  <'()nipensation. 

5.  That  the  coniniission  may  emi)lov  a  secretary  and  (tlerks  for  the 
commission,  the  necessary  scientific  jissistants  and  draftsmen,  and  may 
engage  suitable  rooms  for  the  commission. 

♦).  That  no  ('ommissioner  shall  act  as  agent  for  the  show  or  sale  of 
anv  article  at  the  exhibition,  or  ]>e  interesti^d,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
any  pi'otits  from  any  such  article. 

Sec.  2.  A/xI  he  U  fuvthrr  rvHttlvrtL  That  ^r)(),(M)(),  or  so  much  thereof 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  severally  spi^cified,  are  hereby 
appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  othei-wise  appro- 
priated : 

For  additional  freights  from  New  York  to  Havre. 

For  tmusportation  and  freights  from  Havre  to  l*aris. 

For  return  f  r<»iglit  of  articles  owned  l)y  the  United  States  or  lent  to 
the  Government  by  individuals. 

For  marine  and  fire  insurance  on  the  articles  thus  lent. 

For  additional  steam  i)ower  at  Paris,  in  the ' '  palju*e '"  and  the  "annex," 
or  supplementjil  building,  and  in  grounds  adjacent. 

For  th(^  exhibition  of  machines,  agri(*ultural  and  other,  and  for  the 
erection  of  buildings  to  illustrate,  the  education  and  agrii^ulture  of  the 
Unit<»d  Stat<»s,  and  for  the  collection  of  specimens  of  agricultural  pro- 
ductions, under  th(»  joint  resolution  for  that  purpose. 

For  the  necessary  expense  of  collecting,  classifying,  labeling,  and 
packing  mineralogical  and  metallurgical  specimens,  to  complete  the 
exhibition  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  United  States. 

For  the  nec(\ssary  expense  of  la])orers  and  extra  service  in  the 
offices  at  Paris  and  New  York,  and  for  the  expenses  of  a  secretary, 
(rlerks,  scientific  assistants  and  dmftsmen.  rooms,  and  oth(»r  incidental 
expenses  of  the  commission. 

Se(\  3.  And  hf  tt  furfhcr  vrMolrrd^  That  it  shall  b(>  the  duty  of  the 
genenil  agent  at  New  York,  and  of  the  commissioner-general  at  Paris, 
to  tmnsmit  to  Congress,  througli  the  Department  of  State,  a  detailed 
stiitement  of  the  manner  in  which  the  expenditures  herein  authorized 
are  mjule  ])y  thc»m  respectively. 

(Stat.,  XV.  V.K) 

Iliin'r  Iiifrntftflomil  Maritlintf  Kchlhlilon. 

March  12,  1868. 

Jirf<o/rr(/.  ttr.^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  authorized  to 
detail  one  or  more  officers  of  tlu^  Navy,  as  h<'  shall  think  Iwst,  to  be 
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present  at  the  International  Maritime  Exhibition,  to  be  held  at  Havre, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  French  Government,  from  June  1  to  October 
31,  of  the  present  year,  there  to  represent  the  United  States,  and  other- 
wise promote  the  interests  of  exhibitors  from  our  country:  Provided^ 
That  no  expenditure  shall  accrue  therefrom  to  the  Treasury,  or  to  any 
public  fund,  nor  shall  any  mileage  or  other  expenses,  or  any  additional 
compensation  be  paid  to  such  persons  tis  may  be  designated  under 
authority  of  this  resolution,  nor  shall  any  national  or  public  vessel  be 
employed  to  convey  the  officers  so  detailed  to  or  from  the  place  of 
such  exhibition.  '  • 

(Stat.,  XV,  241).) 

APPOINTMENT   OF   REGENTS 

By  thii  Speaker, 

January  7,  1868 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Schuyler  Colfax)  announced  the  appointment, 
as  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  of  Jas.  A.  Grarfield,  of  Ohio, 
L.  P.  Poland,  of  Vermont,  and  J.  V.  L.  Pruyn,  of  New  York. 

APPOINTMENT   OF   REGENTS 

By  Jcrint  Resoluticnu 
January  6,  1868 — Senate. 

Mr.  L.  Trumbull  offered  resolution: 

That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  of  the 
class  **  other  than  members  of  Congress  '*  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Theodore 
D.  Woolsey,  of  Connecticut;  William  B.  Astor,  of  New  York;  John  Maclean,  of  New 
Jersey,  and  Peter  Parker,  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

January  7,  1868 — Senate. 

The  resolution  to  appoint  Regents  was  adopted. 
January  7,  1868 — House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Garfield  the  Senate  resolution  of  Janu- 
ary- 7,  to  appoint  Regents,  was  adopted. 
January  11,  1868. 

Resolved^  etc.,  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  of  the  class  '"  other  than  members  of  Congress" 
be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Theodore  D.  Woolsey  of  Connecticut, 
William  B.  Astor  of  New  York,  John  Maclean  of  New  Jersey,  and 
Peter  Parker  of  the  city  of  Washington.. 

(Stat,  XV,  246.) 
January  22,  1869— Senate, 

Mr.  Henry  Wilson  offered  resolution: 

That  Louifl  Agassiz,  of  Cambridge,  Mafisachusetts,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  reappointed 
a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expira- 
tion of  hiH  present  term. 

Adopted. 
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March  2,  1869— House. 

Joint  resolution  reappointing  Louis  Agassiz  a  Regent  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  passed. 

March  3,  1869. 

ReMolvtd.,  ett\^  That  Louis  Agassiz,  of  Cam]>i'idge,  Massachusetts, 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  reappointed  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion to  till  the  vjurancy  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  his  present  term. 

(Stat.,  XV,  349.)  ' 

CARE   OF   GOVERNMENT   COLLECTIONS. 

February  27,  1868— House. 

The  civil  appropriation  bill  l)eing  under  considemtion,  the  clerk 
read: 

Siiiithsouian  Infltitution:  ^'For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  explorini^ 
and  surveying  expeditions  of  the  Government,  $1,000." 

Mr.  L.  P.  Poland.  I  move  to  amend  the  pamgraph  just  read  by 
striking  out  "*1,000"  and  inserting  ^'$f>,(X)0."  I  apprehend  that 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  had  not,  proba})ly,  looked  into  the 
history  of  this  annual  appropriation  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
for  taking  care  of  these  collections  of  the  Government  when  they  con- 
cluded to  report  this  sum.-  These  collections  were  kept  in  the  Piateht 
Office  building  up  to  1857,  and  were  then  much  smaller  than  they  are 
now.  An  annual  appropriation  of  $1,000  for  the  purpose  of  takings 
care  of  these  collections  was  made  from  1842  to  1857.  In  1857  the 
room  occupied  for  that  purpose  in  the  Patent  Office  building  was 
needed  for  other  purposes,  for  models,  etc.,  and  these  coUeotionfl 
were  then  removed  to  the  Smithsonian  building,  where  they  have  sinoe 
been  kept.  An  annual  appropriation  of  $4,000  for  their  preservation 
was  made  from  1857  to  last  year,  when  the  sum  was  increased  to 
$10,000.  These  collections  have  been  very  largely"  increased;  they 
have  been  doubled;  in  fact,  they  have  been  quadrupled  since  they 
were  removed  to  the  Smithsonian  building,  and  the  expense  of  taking 
care  of  them  has  been  very  largely  increased  in  consequence  of  the 
general  increase  of  the  prices  of  labor,  fuel,  and  everything  that  goee 
to  make  up  that  expense.  Even  if  the  amount  of  lalx>r  had  not  been  ' 
increased  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  the  collections,  the  appro- 
priation, which  from  1842  to  1866  was  $4,000,  ought  to  be  increased  to 
at  least  $6,000. 

The  fund  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  a 
fixed  sum,  and  in  consequence  of  the  great  increase  in  the  prioes  of 
everything,  it  is  not  now  worth  more  than  half  as  much  to  the 
Institution  as  it  was  formerly.  A  very  large  portion  of  the  income 
from  the  fund  for  the  Institution  for  the  last  two  years  has  had  to  be 
expended  in  refitting  and  repairing  the  l>uilding,  rendered  necessary 
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bv  the  destructive  and  ruinous  fire  that  occurred  there  in  1865.  It 
seems  to  me  there  can  be  no  question  but  what  the  appropriation  for 
this  purpose  shoidd  l)e  at  least  $6,000. 

Mr.  Charles  Upson.  Who  has  the  disbursing  of  this  money,  and 
what  account  is  ever  rendered  to  anyone  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  expended? 

Mr.  Poland.  It  is  disbursed  under  the  care  of  Professor  Henry, 
one  of  the  most  prudent  men  in  the  country,  and  it  is  all  reviewed  by 
the  Board  of  Regents. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Washburne,  of  Illinois.  The  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions thought  that  $1,000  a  year  was  about  as  much  as  the  people  of 
this  (country  desire  to  pay  to  preserve  the  collections  of  the  exploring 
and  surveying  expeditions  of  the  Government.  The  amount  appro- 
priated heretofore  hius  been  nmch  larger,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont pVIr.  Poland]  has  said.  I  had  a  conversation  this  morning  with 
Professor  Henry,  who  stated  to  me  how  this  appropriation  was  to  be 
used.  From  what  he  told  me  1  am  willing  to  admit  that  there  should 
be  appropriated  a  much  larger  sum  than  the  committee  have  reported 
in  this  bill,  though  not  so  much  as  $6,000,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont has  proposed.  The  Professor  himself  expressed  himself  satisfied 
with  $4:,(X)0,  the  usual  annual  appropriation  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Poland.  It  may  be  true  that  Professor  Henry  did  not  desire  to 
have  the  friends  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  get  into  a  contro- 
versy with  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Washburne],  for  he  knew 
too  well  how  much  was  involved  in  that;  and  "to  buy  his  peace,"  as 
lawyers  say,  he  agreed  to  take  $4:,(X)0  instead  of  asking  for  $6,000.  He 
tells  me,  and  I  have  no  doubt  tells  the  gentleman,  that  $6,000  is  needed, 
and  that  he  ought  to  have  it. 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois.  I  understood  that  he  would  be  entirely 
satisfied  with  $1,000;  and  I  will  say  that  instead  of  losing  anything 
b^-  any  controversy  with  me  he  would  certainly  obtain  an  additional 
amount  here  by  getting  into  any  such  controversy.  Will  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  [Mr.  Poland]  consent  to  modifj'^  the  amendment 
by  making  the  amount  $4,000? 

Mr.  Poland.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  J.  V.  L.  Pruyn.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  pro  forma  to  amend 
the  amendment  b}'  making  the  amount  $7,500.  I  am  prepared  to  cor- 
ro})oi-ate  in  all  sul^stantial  particulars  the  statement  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  [Mr.  Poland].  It  is  quite  impossible  that  these 
collections  can  })e  taken  care  of  for  a  less  sum  than  five  or  six  thousand 
dollars.  They  occupy  the  large  hall  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
the  best  part  of  the  whole  building.  The  rent  of  such  a  room  any  when* 
else  in  this  city  would  cost  as  much  as  the  appropriation  asked  for. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  will  agree  to  an  appropriation  of  $5,000, 
I  will  modify  my  amendment  so  as  to  name  that  sum. 


672  0ONGKE88IONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  Washburnk,  of  Illinois.  No,  .sir;  J^,(MM)  is  the  usual  appropri- 
ation, and  I  see  no  reiuson  why,  in  the  present  condition  of  our  finances, 
we  should  increase  it. 

Mr.  Prityn.  I  withdraw  my  amendment;  hut  I  hop<^  the  committee 
will  agree  to  v^ote  at  least  $6,000  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  LE^v^s  Selye.  Mr.  Chairman,  T  rise  to  oppose  the  amendment. 
1  would  like  to  know  of  what  this  Institution  consists.  I  would  like 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Pruyn  |  or  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  Poland]  to  tell  us  how  many  of  his  constituent*?  ever  saw 
this  Institution  or  ever  will  see  it  or  ever  want  to  see  it^  It  is  enough 
to  make  anv  man  or  woman  sick  to  visit  that  Institution.  No  one  can 
expect  to  get  any  benefit  from  it.  T  am  opiK)sed,  sir,  to  taxing  my 
constituents  $7,000  a  year  to  keep  up  any  such  institution. 

Mr.  Poland.  In  accordance  with  what  seems  to  be  the  wish  of  gen- 
tlemen around  me,  I  modify  my  amendment  so  as  to  make  the  amount 
$5,000. 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  PjLnd  as  modified  there  were — ayes  50, 
noes  53. 

Mr.  Poland  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Mr.  R.  P.  Spalding  and  Mr.  L.  Selye  were 
appointed. 

The  committee  divided,  and  the  tellei-s  repoi'ted — ayes  40,  noes  5$. 

Amendment  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ginery  Twichell.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  *' one" 
and  inserting  ''four,"  so  as  to  make  the  paiugraph  read: 

For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  tlie  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions 
of  the  Government,  $4,000. 

Agreed  to. 
a/ay  1,  1868— House, 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  S.  Colfax)  laid  before  the  House  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Garlield,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

To  the  honorable  thr.  Senate  and  House  of  Rcpra^eniative^,  etc.: 

In  behalf  of  the  Boanl  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  undersigned 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  to  your  honorable  body  the  following  statement,  and 
to  solicit  such  a<rtiou  in  regard  to  it  as  may  be  deemed  just  and  pr<Jt)er. 

The  act  of  Congress  organizing  the  Institution  ordcn*d  the  ert»ction  of  a  building 
which  should  accx)mmo<late,  on  a  liberal  scale,  l)esides  a  library  and  a  gallery  of  art| 
a  museum,  consisting  of  all  the  spcK^imens  (.>f  natural  history,  geology,  and  art  which 
then  belongeil  to  the  Government,  or  which  might  thereafter  conu;  into  its  pomoo- 
sion  by  exchange  or  otherwise.  Although  the  majority  of  the*  Regents  did  not  con- 
sider the  maintenance  of  these  objects  to  be  in  acconlance  with  the  intention  of 
Smithson,  as  inferred  from  a  strict  interpretation  of  the  terms  of  his  will,  yet  in 
obtHlienc«  to  the  commands  of  Congress  they  prfK*ee<led  to  erect  ii  building  of  the 
neiiessary  dimensions  and  to  take  charge  of  the  Government  collections. 
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The  erection  and  maintenance  of  so  large  and  expensive  an  edifice,  involving  an 
outlay  of  $450,000,  and  the  charge  of  the  Government  museum  have  proved  a  griev- 
ous burden  on  the  Institution,  increasing  from  year  to  year,  which,  had  not  its 
effects  been  counteracted  by  a  judicious  management  of  the  funds,  would  have  par- 
alyzed Uie  legitimate  operations  of  the  establishment  and  frustrated  the  evident 
intention  of  Smithson. 

It  is  true  that  Congress,  at  the  time  the  specimens  were  transferred  to  the  Institu- 
tion, granted  an  appropriation  of  $4,000  for  their  care  and  preservation,  that  being 
the  equivalent  of  the  estimated  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  these  collections  in  the 
Patent  OflBce,  where  they  had  previously  been  exhibited.  But  this  sum,  from  the 
rise  in  prices  and  the  expansion  of  the  museum  by  the  specimens  obtained  from 
about  fifty  exploring  expeditions  ordered  by  Congress,  scarcely  more  than  defrays, 
at  the  present  time,  one-third  of  the  annual  expense.  In  this  estimate  no  account 
is  taken  of  the  rent  of  the  part  of  the  building  devoted  to  the  museum  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  at  a  moderate  estimate  would  be  $20,000  per  annum. 

Besides  the  large  expenditure  which  haa  already  been  made  on  the  building-,  at 
least  $50,000  more  will  be  required  to  finish  the  large  hall  in  the  second  story, 
necessary  for  the  full  display  of  the  specimens  of  the  Government.  But  the  Regents 
do  not  think  it  judicious  further  to  embarrass  the  active  operations  for  several  years 
to  come  by  devoting  a  large  part  of  the  income  to  this  object,  and  have,  therefore, 
concluded  to  allow  this  room  to  remain  unfinished  until  other  means  are  provided 
for  completing  it. 

It  is  not  by  its  castellat^  building  nor  the  exhibition  of  the  museum  of  the  Gov- 
ernment that  the  Institution  has  achievetl  its  present  reputation,  nor  by  the  collec- 
tion and  display  of  material  objects  of  any  kind  that  it  has  vindicated  the  intelli- 
gence and  good*  faith  of  the  Government  in  the  administration  of  the  trust.  It  is  by 
its  explorations,  its  researches,  its  publications,  its  distribution  of  specimens,  and  its 
exchanges,  constituting  it  an  active,  living  organization,  that  it  has  rendered  itself 
favorably  known  in  every  part  of  the  civilized  world,  has  made  contributions  to 
almost  every  branch  of  science,  and  brought  more  than  ever  before  into  immediate 
and  friendly  relations  the  Old  and  the  New  Worlds. 

A  central  museum  for  a  complete  representation  of  the  products  of  America,  with 
such  foreign  specimens  as  may  be  recjuired  for  comparison  and  generalization,  is  of 
great  importance,  particularly  as  a  means  of  developing  and  illustrating  our  indus- 
trial resources,  as  well  as  of  facilitating  the  study  of  the  relations  of  our  geology, 
mineralogy,  flora,  and  fauna  to  those  of  the  Old  World.  But  the  benefit  of  such  an 
establishment  is  principally  confined  to  this  country,  and  does  not  partake  of  the 
cosmopolitan  character  of  an  institution  such  as  Smithson  intended  to  found,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  supported  from  his  bequest. 

The  Board  of  Regents  are  confident  that  upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  case  your 
honorable  body  will  grant  an  adequate  support  for  the  collections  of  the  Government, 
and  also  an  appropriation  for  finishing  the  repairs  of  the  building,  and  eventually, 
when  the  financial  condition  of  the  country  will  permit,  for  the  independent  main- 
tenance of  a  national  museum. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  in  addition  to  what  hac  been  said,  to  recall  the  fact 
that  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has  transferred,  without  cost,  to  the  library  of 
Congress  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  complete  collections  of  the  transactions  of 
scientific  and  learned  societies  and  serial  publications  in  existence,  consisting  of  at 
least  50,000  works,  which,  with  the  annual  continuation  of  the  same  series,  must 
render  Washington  a  center  of  scientific  knowledge  and  the  library  itself  worthy  of 
the  nation;  and  that  it  has  also  presented  to  the  Government  its  valuable  collection 
of  specimens  of  art  illustrating  the  history  of  engraving  from  the  earliest  periods.  It 
is  prepared  to  render  a  similar  service  to  a  national  museum  by  the  exchanges  from 
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foreign  imi8(mni»  to  which  it  has  Ixk'Ii  a  liUiral  iroutribntur,  ami  which  may  be 
obtaiiUHl  iiM  wyon  as  means  an^  pnividi^l  for  their  traiLsiKirtation  and  accomiiKMiation. 
It  may  alno  be  menticme<l  that  the  Institution  has  riMniereil  iiuiM)rtaiit  nerviiv  to 
the  (Government  through  the  wientifie  inveHtigationn  it  has  made  in  c<»ruu»ctii)n  with 
the  operations  <»f  the  differtait  departments,  and  it  is  not  to<»  much  tn  say  that  thn)U);^li 
the  laliors  of  its  ofiicers  it  haa  bet»n  the  means  of  s;iving  miHions  of  «inllars  to  the 
National  Treasurv. 

In  conclusion,  your  menu)rialists  l)eg  leave  to  repn»st'nt  on  l)ehalf  nf  the  lioard  of 
Regentj)  that  the  usual  annual  appropriation  of  fi4,()(X)  is  wholly  inadequati^  t<»  the  e<Hf>t 
of  prepannp,  preserving,  and  exhibiting  the  specimens,  the  actual  exixjndituri'forthat 
purpos<»  in  1867  ha\nng  Ix^en  over  $12,(XX),  and  they  take  the  liln-rty  of  res|K*i^tfully 
uii^ing  on  your  honorable  Iwdy  the  exjwdiency  <»f  increasing  it  to  $10,(XK),  an<l  that  a 
further  sum  of  $25,000  Ix?  appropriatcnl  at  this  session  of  Congress  towanl  the  (com- 
pletion of  the  hall  re«iuire<i  f(.»r  the  Government  collections. 
And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  etc. 

S.   I*.  Chase, 
Chaiu:elbtr  Sm  Ithsnn  {nii  IitMil. lUitm . 
JosKiMi   Hknkv, 
iSecrelary  Stnlthmonlan  Jmtt'Uution, 

May  2,  1868— Senate. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  I^.  F.  Wadk)  laid  iK^fore  the 
Senate  a  eommunication  from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  tlie  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

Referred  to  the  CV)mmitt<*e  on  Appropriations,  and  orch^red  to  1x3 
printed.     (See  House,  May  1,  1808.) 

July  20,  1868. 

Sundry  civil  'M'l  fur  1869. 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  tlie  pnsservation  of  the  eolleetion«  of 
the  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions  of  tlie,  Government,  ^,000. 

(Stat.,  XV,  115.) 
March  1,  1869— House. 

The  miscellaneous  appropriation  hill  being  undcu-  I'onsidi'mtion,  an 
amendment  was  rend: 

For  the  preservation  of  the*  colkn'tions  of  the  exploring?  ami  surveying  ex{>e(litiona 
of  the  Government,  f4,0(X). 

Mr.  •[.  A.  Garfield.  1  move  to  amend  this  paragniph  hy  striking 
out  ''sN:,(XK)''and  inserting  ^^*l(),()0().'-  And  I  wish  })riefly  toiiill  the 
att<^jition  of  the  Coumiittee  of  the  Whole  to  the  facts  upon  which  I 
base  mv  motion. 

In  18-16,  when  the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  founded,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Statics,  ])v  a  law  of  Congress,  transferred  to 
that  Institution  all  the  arti(;les  now  })el(mging  to  the  nuiseum  whieh  the 
Government  then  owned.  At  that  time  it  was  costing  SUJMX)  a  year 
to  take  care  of  and  pr(\serve  those  articles.  Since  tlu'n  a  great  num- 
ber of  <»xploring  expeditions  have  be(»n  sent  out  by  the  (rovernment 
and  large  additions  have  b(»en  made  to  the  nuiseum,  and  the  actual 
cost  of  taking  care  of  and  keeping  the  articles  which  the  Government 
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now  owns  amounts  to  more  than  $10,000  a  year.  Having  imposed  this 
duty  upon  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  it  is  wrong  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  ask  that  Institution  to  pay  $6,000  out  of  its  own  fund — donated 
by  a  foreigner  to  the  cause  of  science  in  this  country — for  the  care, 
preservation,  and  custody  of  Government  property,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  use  of  the  building  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Horace  Maynard.  What  are  the  items  of  the  expenditure  for 
that  purpose?     It  certainly  is  not  all  for  personal  supervision. 

Mr.  Garfield.  Only  so  far  as  the  Board  of  Regents  have  to  employ 
persons  to  take  care  of  and  watch  that  these  things  arc  properly 
guarded.  I  have  here  a  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  of  whi(5h 
I  am  a  member.  It  is  signed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Institution, 
Chief  Justice  Chase,  and  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Institution,  Professor 
Henry.  Accompanying  that  is  a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenses 
of  the  National  Museum  for  the  year  1868.  I  ask  the  attention  of 
members  to  these  papers. 

[See  proceedingjii  of  May  1,  1868.] 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  expense  of  the  National  Museum 
for  the  year  1868: 

Glass  for  cases '. $154. 33 

Carbolic  acid,  insect  power,  and  arsenic 72. 85 

Glass  bottles  and  jars 96. 68 

Trays 180.01 

Wrapping  paper 63. 90 

Benzine,  paint,  oil,  varnish,  putty,  brushes 201. 87 

Saucers  for  nests  and  eggs 22.30 

Stationery,  index  books,  and  blanks 123. 57 

Labels  for  spec^iniens 208. 04 

Locks,  keys,  handles,  fuimels,  measures,  tools,  cans,  etc 185. 05 

Paper  and  ix)ison  for  plants 347. 20 

Numbers  and  laljels  for  minerals 94. 41 

Examination,  cleaning,  assorting,  and  lal)eling  shells 1 , 1 68. 95 

Books  for  labeling  specimens : 430. 47 

Tow  for  stuffing  large  animals  (Ix^ars) 24. 90 

Artificial  eyes  for  birds,  etc Ji5. 95 

Packing  Iwxes 50. 40 

Alcohol 400.00 

Mountmg  ])irds,  beaver,  etc; 195. 50 

Freight  on  collections 1, 200. 00 

Walnut  cAses  for  specimens 1, 100. 00 

Heating  room  for  collections 500. 00 

Assistants— one  at  |2,500,  one  at  |600,  one  at  $500,  and  one  at  $300  ...:..  3. 900. 00 
laborers  and  watchmen — one  at  $840,  one  at  $060,  one  at  $600,  one  at 

$312,  and  one  at  $312 2,724.00 


13,480.38 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  $125,000  have  Ijeen  expended  8inc«  the 
lire  in  1865  on  that  part  of  the  building  required  for  the  accommoda- 
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tion  of  the  niuseuin,  the  interest  on  which,  at  ♦>  p(ir  cent,  would  be 
$7,5(M)  annually. 

The  bequest  to  found  this  Institution  was  from  a  foreigner  who 
never  visited  the  United  Stjites.  He  iK^queathed  his  fortune  with  unre- 
served confidence  to  our  Government  for  the  iKlvancement  of  sciencje, 
to  which  he  had  devoted  his  own  life.  The  sacredness  of  the  trust  is 
enhanced  from  the  fact  that  it  was  accepted  after  the  death  of  him  by 
whom  it  was  confided.  The  only  indications  of  his  intentions  which 
we  possess  are  expressed  in  the  temis  of  his  will.  It  therefore 
became  of  the  first  importance  that  the  import  of  these  terms  should 
bo  critic«,lly  analyzed  and  the  logical  inference  from  them  faithfully 
observed.     The  whole  is  contained  in  these  few  and  explicit  words: 

To  found  at  Waflhinjifton,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  estab- 
lishment for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  kuowled^  aiuon^  men. 

These  terms  have  a  strictly  scientific  import,  and  are  susceptible  of 
a  series  of  definite  propositions. 

First.  The  bequest  is  for  the  benefit  of  mankind;  not  to  be  confined 
to  one  country,  to  one  race,  but  to  all  men  of  all  complexions. 

Second.  The  objects  of  the  Institution  are  primarily  to  increase,  and 
secondly  to  diffuse,  knowledge  among  men,  and  these  objects  should 
not  be  confounded  with  each  other. 

The  will  makes  no  restriction  of  any  kind  of  knowledge,  hence  every 
branch  of  science  capable  of  advancement  is  entitled  to  a  share  of 
attention. 

Though  the  terms  of  the  will  are  explicit  and  convey  precise  scien- 
tific ideas  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  their  technical  significance, 
yet  to  the  public  generally  they  might  seem  to  tidmit  of  a  greater  lati- 
tude of  construction  than  has  been  put  upon  them.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
surprising  that  at  the  commencement  improper  conceptions  of  the 
nature  of  the  bequest  should  have  been  entertained,  or  that  Congress  in 
the  act  of  organization  should  direct  the  prosecution  of  o})jects  incom- 
patible with  the  strict  interpretation  of  it  or  to  impose  burdens  upon 
the  Institution  tending  materially  to  affect  its  usefulness. 

The  principal  of  such  burdens  was  the  direction  to  provide  a  build- 
ing on  an  ample  scale  to  make  provision  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
collections  of  Government,  consisting  of  all  the  specimens  of  nature 
and  art  then  in  the  city  of  AVashington  or  that  might  hereafter  become 
the  property  of  the  Government,  by  exchange  or  otherwise. 

Though  the  majority  of  the  Board  of  Regents  did  not  consider  the 
expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  the  income  on  this  subject  in  accord- 
ance with  the  will  of  Smithson,  they  could  not  refuse  to  obc}'  the 
injunction  of  Congress,  and  proceeded  to  erect  an  extended  building 
and  to  tjike  charge  of  the  museum  of  the  Government.  The  cost  of 
this  building,  which  at  first  was  $3ii5,000,  has  been  increased  by  the 
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reparation  of  damages  caused  by  the  fire  to  $450,000,  the  whole  of 
which  has  been  defimed  from  the  annual  income.  Notwithstandin^if 
this  burden  the  Institution  has  achieved  a  reputation  as  wide  as  the 
civilized  world,  has  advanced  almost  every  branch  of  knowledge,  and 
presented  books  and  specimens  to  hundreds  of  institutions  and  societies 
in  this  country  and  abroad. 

It  is  not  a  mere  statical  establishment,  as  many  may  suppose,  sup- 
porting a  corps  of  individuals  whose  only  duty  is  the  exhibition  of  the 
articles  of  the  show  museum,  but  a  living,  active  organization  that  has 
by  its  publications,  researches,  explorations,  distribution  of  specimens 
and  exchanges  vindicated  the  intelligQnce  and  good  faith  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  administering  a  fund  intended  for  the  good  of  the  whole 
community  of  civilized  men.  It  has  at  the  same  time  collected  a 
library,  principally  of  the  transactions  and  proceedings  of  learned 
societies,  the  most  perfect  one  of  the  kind  in  the  world,  consisting  of 
60,000  works;  also  a  collection  of  engravings  illustrative  of- the  prog- 
ress and  early  history  of  the  arts,  both  of  which  it  has  transferred  to 
the  Library  of  Congress.  It  is  not  alone  the  present  value  of  the 
books  which  it  has  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  Government,  but 
•also  that  of  the  perpetual  continuation  of  the  several  series  contained 
therein. 

The  Institution  has  continued  to  render  important  service  to  the 
Government  from  its  first  organization  until  the  present  time  by  exam- 
ining and  reporting  on  scientific  questions  pertaining  to  the  operations 
of  the  different  departments,  and  in  this  way,  particularly  during  the 
war,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  it  has  saved  the  United  States  many 
millions  of  dollars. 

Let  me  say  one  word  more  before  leaving  this  subject.  As  I  have 
shown  the  real  purpose  of  the  donation  of  Smithson,  which  the  Board 
of  Regents  have  tried  to  promote  as  well  as  as  they  could,  was  to 
extend  and  circulate  means  of  scientific  information,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Institution  has  always  resisted  the  tendency  to  keep  up 
and  increase  this  museum  at  the  expense  of  this  fund. 

Recently  the  Institution  has  given  over  to  the  Library  of  Congress 
a  collection  of  60,000  volumes,  constituting  probably  the  most  perfect 
scientific  library  in  the  world.  But  we  are  still  charged  as  an  Institu- 
tion with  the  cost  of  this  rapidly  increasing  museum.  Now,  the 
Regents  would  be  glad  if  Congress  would  take  this  museum  off  their 
hands  and  provide  otherwise  for  the  care  of  it.  It  is  a  charge  imposed 
upon  the  Institution  by  law,  a  charge  which  it  never  sought  and  is  not 
desirous  to  retain.  At  the  time  when  this  museum  was  first  placed  in 
the  custody  of  the  Institution  it  cost  but  $1,000  a  year  to  keep  it  in  tbe 
Patent  0£Sce.  Now  the  c^re  of  that  museum  costs  three  times  that 
amount.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  committee  will  vote  $10,000  instead 
of  $^000  for  this  purpose. 
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Mr.  R.  p.  Spaldinc?.  Mr.  Chairnmii.  I  am  v(»rv  sorrv  to  find  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  amontr  tho  loochos  that  arr  all  thr  Avhilo  crying 
to  the  Treasury  of  the  Unit<Kl  States,  ''(fiv<>,  ^rjvo! "  Tlie  Smithsonian 
is  a  wealthy  Institution.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
continually  paying  it  gold  interest  on  the  large  fund  belonging  to  the 
Institution;  but  the  Institution  is  not  willing  to  ])ear  this  little  addi- 
tional expense,  as  it  is  called,  from  its  own  means,  but  wishes  to  obtain 
the  money  from  the  public  Treasury.  The  men  who  pay  the  taxes 
must  contribute  the  additional  sum  to  this  wealthy  Institution. 

Sir,  we  have  loaned  to  that  Institution  the  National  Museum.  We 
have  paid  the  Institution  for  a  series  of  years  ^,000  annually  in  cash 
for  taking  care  of  that  nmseum.  The  Institution  has  l)een  content 
with  that  sum  heretofore;  but  now^  it  comes  in  and  asks  an  appropria- 
of  $10,000  for  this  purpose.  Sir,  we  had  better  take  away  the  museum 
from  the  care  of  that  Institution.  I  had  almost  said  we  had  better 
throw  it  into  the  Potomac*-  than  be  constantly  paying  these  increased 
demands  from  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  That  is  the  light  in  which 
the  committee  have  view<id  the  subject;  and  in  that  light  they  protest 
against  this  increase. 

Amendment  not  agreed  to. 

March  3,  1869. 

Sundry  civil  2jcX  for  1870. 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of 
the  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions  of  the  Government,  $4:,000. 
(Stat.,  XV,  307.) 

EXriX)RING   EXPEDITION. 
February  28,  1868. 

Jiewlved^  etc.^  That  the  Libmrian  of  Congress  ^be,  and  is  hereby, 
directed  to  deliver  to  the  Secretarj'^  of  State  a  set  of  Dana's  Crustacea, 
being  volumes  13  and  14  of  the  narrative  of  the  exploring  expedition 
under  Captain  Wilkes;  and  that  the  SecretaiT  of  State  is  nereby 
directed  to  deliver  them  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain. 

(Stat,  XV,  248.) 

REPORT   OF  -SMITHSONIAN    INSTITI'TION. 
Ma/  29,  1868^Senate. 

Annual  report  for  18()7  was  presented. 

Mr.  L.  Trumbull  moved  to  print  5,(K)0  extni  copies. 

May  29,  1868— House. 
Annual  report  for  1867  presented. 
Mr.  el.  A.  Garfield  moved  to  print  5,000  extra  copies. 

May  30,  1868Senate. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony^  from  the  Committe,e  on  Printing,  reported 
resolution: 

That  5,000  additional  copiw  of  the  rej)ort  <if  the  Suiithsonian  Institution  ft)r  the 
year  1867  be  printed;  3,000  for  the  nmt  of  the  Senate  and  2,000  for  the  use  of  the 
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SmitliRonian  Institution,  ami  that  the  naid  report  Ik* stereotyped :  Pi'ovided,  That  the 
ag^repite  num^x^r  of  pages  of  waid  reiM)rt  shall  not  exceed  450,  without  ilhiHtrations, 
except  those  fumisluHl  l)y  the-  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Adopted. 
June  5,  1868— House. 

Mr.   A.   H.   Laflin,   from  the  Coinmittee  on  Printing,  reported 

resolution : 

That  there  Ik*  printeil  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion; 3,000  for  the  use  of  the  House  and  2,000  for  the  Institution;  the  same  to  be 
stereotyped,  at  the  expense  heretofon^  jirovitled  for. 

Adopted. 

February  13,  18e9Senate. 

Annual  report  for  18()8  presented  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Fessenden  offered  a  resolution  to  have  additional  copies 
printed. 

February  13,  1869— House. 

Annual  report  of  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1868  presentexl  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  V.  L.  Pruyn  offered  a  resolution  to  have  5,(X)0  extra  copies 
printexl. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Ingersoll  moved  to  increase  the  number  of  extra  copies 
to  10,000,  on  account  of  the  value  of  the  document. 
February  27,  1869— House. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Laflin,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution;  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  House,  and  2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Institution; 
the  same  to  Ih^  stereotyiKid,  at  the  expense  heretofore  provided  for. 

Adopted. 

March  1,  1869Senate. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony,  from  the  Committee  on  I^'inting,  reported 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That5,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  year 
1868  be  printed;  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Institu- 
tion; and  that  said  report  be  stereotyped:  Provided,  That  the  aggregate  num])er  of 
pages  of  said  report  shall  not  exceed  450,  without  illustrationn,  ex<;eptthow  furnished 
by  the  Institution. 

Adopted. 

Powell's  exploration. 

June  11,  1868. 

Be  It  remlved^  dc.^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereb}", 
authorized  and  empowered  to  issue  rations  for  twenty -five  men  of  the 
expedition  engaged  in  the  exploration  of  the  River  Colorado,  under 
direction  of  Professor  Powell,  while  engaged  in  that  work:  /Vw/rf!rt7, 
That  such  issue  is  not  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  military 
seiTice. 

(Stat,  XV,  253.) 
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WASniNOTON    t'ANAl.. 
June  16,  1868.— Senate. 

Mr.  James  Harlan  prcscnt<»d  a  reix)rt  of  tlio  oxocutivo  ('()mmitU>o 
of  tho  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  on  the  influences  of  the 
Washington  citj'  canal  on  the  health  of  the  population  of  the  city. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  and  orderwl 
to  be  printed. 

(See  Smithsonian  report  for  1808,  p.  Ill,  and  Senat(»  Mis.  Dot*.  No. 
95,  40th  Congress,  2d  Sess.) 

.SMTTIISON   FITND. 

July  20.  1868. 

Sundry  civil  aot  for  1869. 

To  pij  William  H.  West  for  services  rendered  for  taking  care  of 
and  keeping  safely  the  bonds  held  in  trust  by  the  SecTetarj'^  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  benefit  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  from  March 
1,  1860,  to  July  1,  1863,  $2,500,  to  })e  paid  out  of  the  Smithsonian 
fund. 

(Stat.,  XV,  118.) 

INTERNATIONAL   EXCHANGES. 

July  20,  1868. 

Sundry  <nvil  act  for  1869. 

Library  of  Congress:  For  the  expenses  of  exchanging  public  docu- 
ments for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  as  provided  by 
resolution  approved  March  2,  1867,  S>1,500. 

(Stat.,  XV,  96.) 

July  25,  1868. 

Resolved^  et^,^  That  the  Congressional  Printer,  whenever  he  shall  be 
so  directed  b}'^  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  directed  to  print  fifty  copies  in  addition  to  the  regular  number,  of 
all  documents  hereafter  printed  by  order  of  either  House  of  Congress, 
or  by  order  of  any  Department  or  bureau  of  the  Government,  and 
whenever  he  shall  be  so  directed  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Libi-ary,  one  hundred  copies  additional  of  all  documents  ordered  to 
be  printed,  in  excess  of  the  usual  number;  said  fifty  or  one  hundred 
copies  to  be  delivered  to  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  to  })e  exchanged, 
under  direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  as  provided 
by  joint  resolution  approved  March  2,  1867. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  if  further  resolved^  That  fifty  copies  of  ea<;h  publica- 
tion print(»d  under  direction  of  any  Department  or  bureau  of  the 
Government,  whether  at  the  Congressional  Printing  Office  or  else- 
where, shall  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  to  cArry  out  the  provisions  of  said  resolution. 

(Stat.,  XV,  260.) 
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INTERNATIONAL   EXCHANGES. 

March  3,  1869. 

Jjegislativo,  cxerutive,  and  judicial  act  for  1870. 

Library  of  Congress:  For  expenses  of  exchanging  public  documents 
for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,5(X). 
(Stat.,  XV,  286.) 


P0ETT-FIB8T  COITORESS,  1869-1871. 

APPOINTMENT  OF   REGENTS 

By  tlie  Vice-PreiddenU 
January  18,  1870Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyman  Trumbuij-,  that  the  vacancy  in  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  caused  by  the  death  of 
W.  P.  Fcssenden,  be  filled,  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  Schuyler  Colfax) 
appointed  Hannibal  Hamlin  a  Regent. 

api>ointment  of  regents 

By  tlu'  Speaker. 
February  2,  1870 — House. 

The  Spei.ker  (Mr.  J.  G.  Blaine)  announced  the  appointment  of  the 
following  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution:  Luke  P.  Poland, 
James  A.  Grarfield,  Samuel  S.  Cox. 

appointment  of  regents 

By  Joimt  Hesoluti/m, 

January  26,  1871— Senate. 

A  letter  of  resignation  as  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  from 
Gen.  Richard  Delaficld  was  read: 

Washinoton,  D.  C,  January  2'^ y  1871. 

Sir:  The  period  of  six  years  for  which  I  was  appointed  a  Regent  of  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution  under  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
expires  in  February. 

I  believe  the  w^elfare  and  the  best  interest  of  the  Institution  may  be  subserved  by 
tendering  my  resignation  of  this  trust  and  responsibility  at  the  present  date,  that  the 
Board  of  Regents  and  Congress  may  have  the  necessar>'  time  to  appoint  my  successor 
and  enable  him  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Regents  now  about  to 
take  place. 

I  have  requested  Hon.  J.  A.  Garfield  to  present  my  resignation  as  a  Regent  to  the 
board  at  its  first  meeting,  and,  should  the  occasion  require,  request  you  will  state  the 
fact  to  the  Senate  of  my  having  tendered  my  resignation  for  the  reasons  herein 
stated. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  Richard  Delafield, 

BrigcuUer-OenercU  U.  S.  A.  {retired). 

Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax,  Vice-PreMent  of  the  U.  S., 

Member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Instiiutum. 
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January  27,  1871— Senate. 

Mr.  II.  Hamlin  offered  resolution: 

Resolved,  etc,  That  (toii.  William  T.  Sherman  Ixs  and  ho  is  hereby,  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  the  place  of  Geu. 
Richard  Delafield,  resigned. 

Adopted. 
January  30,  1871 — House, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L.  P.  Poland  the  House  took  up  and  passed  the 
joint  resolution  appointing  William  T.  Sherman  a  Regent  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  in  the  place  of  Richard  Delafield,  resigned. 

February  7,  1871. 

Resolved^  etc.,  That  General  AVilliam  T.  Sherman  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithson- 
ian Institution,  in  the  place  of  Richard  Delalield,  resigned. 

(Stat,  XVI,  693.) 

REPORT  OF  SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION. 
March  30.  1870Senate. 

Annual  report  for  1869  presented,  and  ordered  to  te  printed. 
Mr.  L.  Trumbull  offered  a  resolution  to  have  6,000  copies  printed. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 
March  31,  1870Senate. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony,  from  Committee  on  Printing,  Reported  con- 
current resolution  to  print  13,000  copies  of  the  report  for  1869. 
Passed. 

Agrn20,  1870— House. 

The  resolution  by  the  Senate  to  print  13,000  additional  copies  of  the 
report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1869  was  o])jected  to. 
June  7,  1870— House. 

Mr.  Joel  F.  Asper  offered  a  resolution  that  2,000  copies  of  the 
reports  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1866,  1867,  and  1868  be 
printed  from  the  stereotype  plates. 

A  letter  from  Professor  Henry  was  read: 

Smithsonian  Jnbtitution, 
Waahimjton,  D.  C,  May  28,  1870. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  with  your  permisHion,  to  addrens  you  in  relation 
to  extra  copies  of  the  reports  of  this  Institution,  for  whioh  the  <iemand  has  of  late 
years  become  so  great  that  the  number  ordered  by  the  House  for  its  members  has  not 
been  sufficient  to  supply  more  than  half  their  constituents  who  desire  them.  During 
the  last  three  years,  and  especially  during  the  year  just  passed,  so  numerous  have 
been  the  demands  upon  us  for  copies  of  reports  that  our  stock  is  entirely  exhausted. 
The  rej)ort  gives  not  only  an  account  of  the  operations  of  the  Institution,  but  also,  in 
an  appendix,  a  series  of  translations  which  exhibit  the  progress  of  science  in  foreign 
countries.  A  copy  is  sent  to  each  of  the  foreign  correspondents  of  the  establishment; 
to  colleges,  j)ublic  libraries,  and  leameil  societies  publishing  transactions;  to  meteoro- 
logical olwervers  of  the  Institution;  to  contributors  of  tlie  material  to  the  library  or 
museum,  and  to  jiersons  engaged  in  teaching  or  in  special  scientific  research,  so  fax 
■8  the  number  of  copies  famished  to  the  Institution  will  allow. 
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In  ^^ew  of  these  facts,  I  would  respectfully  fiuggert  that  there  be  Ptniok  off  from 

the  stereotype  plates  of  the  reports  for  lRfi6,  1867,  and  1888,  now  in  the  hands  of  the 

Public.  Printer,  2,000  copies  of  each  volume — 1,000  for  the  use  of  the  House  and  the 

other  1 ,000  for  distribution  bv  the  Institution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly,  your  obetiient  servant, 

Joseph  Henry, 

Secretartj  Smiilmonian  InstUulion. 
Hon.  J.  F.  AsPER, 

r*".  S.  HoxiM  of  Represeniatii'es. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

Jufy  12, 1870— House. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Laflin  reported  resolution  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing: 

That  10,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the 
year  1869  be  printed,  3,000  of  which  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  4,000  for  the 
use  of  the  House,  and  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution:  ProvMetf^ 
That  the  aggregate  number  of  i)ages  of  said  report  shall  not  exceed  450,  and  there 
shall  be  no  illustrations,  except  those  furnished  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Adopted. 

July  13,  1870Senate. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony  reported,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  print  10,000  additional 
copies  of  the  Smithsonian  report  for  1869. 

Concurred  in. 

December  12,  1870— House. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Ingebsoll  offered  resolution: 

That  there  l)e  printed  from  stereotype<l  plates  now  in  possession  of  the  Public 
Printer,  2,000  copies  eat^h  of  the  reports  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  years 
1865, 1866, 1867, 1868;  1,000  of  these  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House, 
and  1,000  for  distribution  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

INTERNATIONAT.   EXCHANGES. 

May  5, 1870. 

Resolved^  etc. ,  That  the  sum  of  $2,500,  appropriated  by  acts  approved 
July  30,  1868,  and  March  8,  1869,  "'for  expenses  of  exchanging  pub- 
lic documents  for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,"  the  same 
being  an  unexpended  balance  not  required  for  that  purpose,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  tninsferred  to  the  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books 
for  the  Libi'ary  of  Congress. 

(Stat,  XVl,^  376.) 

July  12, 1870. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1871. 

Library  of  Congress:  For  expenses  of  exchanging  public  docu- 
ments^ for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,600. 

(Stat.,  XVI,  234.) 


684  CONGRESSIONAL    PROCEEDINGS. 

March  3,  1871. 

Lejjfislativ*',  oxc*fiitive,  and  judicrial  ai;t  for  1872. 

Library  of  Congress:    For   expenses  of   exchanging  public  clccu- 
ments  for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  li^l,500. 
(Stat,  XVI,  479.) 

CORCORAN    GALLERY   OF   ART. 
May  24,  1870. 

Be  it  eyvacted^  etc.^  That  James  M.  Carlisle,  James  C.  Hall,  George 
W.  Riggs,  Anthony  Hyde,  James  G.  Berret,  James  C.  Kennedy,  Henry 
D.  Cooke,  and  James  C.  McGuire,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  of 
Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  and  William  T.  Walters,  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  State  of  Maryland,  and  their  successors,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  created  and  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate  in 
law,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of 
Art,  and  by  that  name  may  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and  ])c  impleaded, 
have  perpetual  suc<3ession,  and  shall  and  may  take,  hold,  manage,  and 
dispose  of,  at  all  times,  real  and  personal  estate,  and  shall  and  may  do 
and  perform  all  other  acts  and  things  necessary  or  appropriate  for  the 
execution  of  the  trusts  created  and  conferred  on  them  in  and  by  a  cer- 
tain deed  from  William  W.  Corcoran,  to  them,  the  said  parties  here- 
inbefore nanled,  which  is  dated  the  tenth  day  of  May,  1869,  and  was 
recorded  on  the  eighteenth  of  the  same  month  in  liber  D,  number 
eight,  folio  294,  et  sequitur,  one  of  the  land  records  of  Washingfton 
County,  District  of  Columbia,  to  which  reference  is  hereby  made  for 
greater  certainty;  the  intent  of  this  charter  of  incorporation  being  that 
the  same  shall  be  in  execution  of  the  trusts  in  the  said  deed  declared 
and  set  forth,  and  not  to  any  other  intent  or  purpose  whatever. 

Sec.  2.  A^id  he  it  furtJter  enacted^  That  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treiisury,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  ascertain  and  settle,  upon  princi- 
ples of  justic<3,  a  fair  and  just  compensation  for  the  use  of  the  ground 
and  buildings  described  in  the  before-mentioned  deed,  while  the  same 
were  occupied  by  the  United  States  for  the  public  service,  and  that  the 
smn  so  ascertained  and  settled  by  them,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shaD, 
upon  their  certificate  and  award  thereof,  ])e  paid  to  the  corporation 
hereinbefore  created,  out  of  auv  money  in  the  Treasurv  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  furtlurv  enacted^  That  any  tax  which  may  be 
claimed  or  due  to  the  United  States,  by  reason  of  the  transfer  of  the 
property  above  mentioned  or  the  execution  and  delivery  of  the  said 
deed  from  the  said  William  W.  Corcoran  to  the  above-named  trustees, 
be'  and  the  same  is  hereby,  remitted  and  released. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  itfurtJier  enacted^  That  the  aforesaid  l)uildings  and 
grounds  connected  therewith,  together  with  all  the  works  of  art  that 
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may  be  contained  therein,  shall  be  free  from  all  taxes  and  assessments 
by  the  municipal  authorities,  or  by  the  United  States,  so  long  as  the 
same  shall  be  held  and  used  for  the  purpose  hereinbefore  set  forth. 
(Stat.,  XVI,  139.) 

ZOOLOGICAL   SOCIETY. 
June  21,  1870. 

Be  it  enacted^  etc.^  That  Henry  D.  Cooke,  George  W.  Riggs,  James 
C.  Kennedy,  Spencer  F.  Baird,  General  O.  O.  Howard,  T.  W.  Bart- 
ley,  Joseph  Casey,  Horace  Capron,  James  C.  McGuire,  and  George 
Taylor,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  and  their 
associates  and  successors,  be,  and  are  hereby,  incorporated  and  made 
a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  Washington  l^oological  Societ}^ 
and  by  that  name  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  in 
any  coui*tof  law  or  equity  of  competent  jurisdiction,  and  be  entitled  to 
use  and  exercise  all  the  powers,  rights,  and  privileges  incident  to  such 
corporations  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  zoologi- 
cal garden  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  that  they,  the  said  corpora- 
tors, may  purchase  or  lease  any  real  or  personal  estate  required  for  the 
puipose  aforesaid;  and  after  the  said  zoological  garden  shall  be  estab- 
lished, the  said  company,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of 
the  same,  may  charge  and  receive  a  fee  for  entry  thereunto,  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-five  cents  for  each  and  every  person  over  the  age  of  twelve 
years  and  ten  cents  for  each  and  every  person  under  said  age:  Pro- 
vided, That  said  society  shall,  for  at  least  one  day  in  each  and  every 
week,  open  said  garden  to  all  classes  for  a  charge  not  exceeding  ten 
cents  each. 

Sec.  2.  A^id  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  society  may  from  time 
to  time  import  into  this  country  from  foreign  countries,  free  of  duty, 
all  birds  and  animals  necessary  for  the  establishment  of  said  garden; 
and  in  consideration  thereof  the  said  society  shall  do  all  in  their  power 
to  introduce  valuable  animals,  poultry,  and  birds,  and  furnish  the  same 
to  persons  or  societies  requiring  the  same  at  the  least  possible  cost. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  eruicted.  That  the  said  society  be,  and  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  use,  under  the  direction  of  the  water  register 
[registrar]  of  the  city  of  Washington,  without  charge,  the  Potomac 
water  for  the  purpose  of  hydrants,  ponds,  and  fountains  in  said  garden. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  government,  and  direc- 
tion of  the  said  society  shall  be  invested  in  said  corporators;  and  that 
they  shall  have  full  power  to  make  and  prescribe  such  by-laws,  rules, 
and  regulations,  as  may  become  proper  and  necessary  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  property  and  interests  of  said  society  not  contrary  to  this 
charter  or  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  Congress  shall  have  the  right 
to  amend,  alter,  or  repeal  this  act  at  any  time. 

(Stat,  XVI,  167.) 
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STANLEY   INDIAN    IWINTINGS. 
June  23,  1870. 

Rt^xolvt^d^  t'fr,^  That  w^rtaiii  })rinted  chroiiios  of  Indian  ]>uinting8 
hclontrint^  to  »I()hn  M.  Stanloy,  not  excoodinj^f  twenty -ono  thoiLsand 
copies,  shall  b(*  adniittc^d  free  of  duty,  under  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  th(».  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  prt^scrihe:  ProrJdad^  That 
the  |)ennit  so  grant<*d  to  ffohn  M.  Stanl(»y  shall  be  in  full  settlement 
of  all  <'laim  apiinst  the  United  Stat<^s  for  the  destruction  by  tire,  of 
certain  Indian  paintings  belonging  to  him,  in  fFanuary,  1864,  at  the 
time  of  the  burning  of  the  building  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in 
the  city  of  Washington. 

(Stat,  XVI,  mi>.) 

ihdwkllV  exploration. 

July  12,  1870. 

Lt^islative,  extH.^utiv(>,  iiiid  judicial  m^t  for  1871. 

For  cx>mpleting  the  survey  of  the  Colorado  of  the  West  and  its  trib- 
utaries, under  the  direction  of  Professor  Powell,  S^l:i,(M)(),  to  be 
exi)ended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

(Stat.,  XVI,  242.) 

February  24,  1871 — House. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  continuing  the  completion  of  the  survey  of  the  Colorado  of  the  West  and  its 
tributaries,  by  Professor  Powell,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  ()f  the  Interior, 
$12,000. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Dawes.   I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  ''Secretary  of 
the  Interior"  and  insert  *'  the  Smithsonian  Institution." 
Agreed  to. 

March  3,  1871. 

Sundry  ciNil  act  for  1872. 

For  continuing  the  completion  of  the  survey  of  the  Colorado  of  the 
West  and  its  tributaries,  by  Professor  Powell,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Smitlisonian  Institution,  $12,(X)0. 

(Stat,  XVI,  503.) 

CAKE   OF   trOVEKNMENT   COLLECTIONS. 

July  15,  1870, 

Sundrv  civil  aiit  for  1871. 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the 
surveying  and  exj)loring  exi)editions  of  the  Government,  $10,000. 

l\)ward  the  (completion  of  the  hall  required  for  the  Government 
collections,  *10,0(X). 

(Stat.,  XVI,  ti04.) 
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March  3,  1871. 

Sundry  v\\'\\  at*t  for  1872. 

• 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the 
surveyinj^  and  exploring  expeditions  of  the  Government,  $10,0(X). 

For  the  (completion  of  the  hall  required  for  the  Government  collec- 
tions, $10,000. 

(Stut,  XVI,  500.) 

PHII^DELPHIA   (^/ENTENNIAL   EXPOSITION. 
March  3,  1871. 

Whereas  the  Declaration  of  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  was  prepared,  signed,  and  promulgated  in  the  year  1776  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia;  and  whereas  it  behooves  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  celebrate,  l)y  appropriate  ceremonies,  the  centennial 
anniversarv  of  this  memorable  and  decisive  event,  which  constituted 
the  fourth  day  of  July,  anno  Domini  1776,  the  birthday  of  the  nation; 
and  whereas  it  is  deemed  fitting  that  the  completion  of  the  first  cen- 
tury of  our  national  existence  shall  be  commemorated  by  an  exhibi- 
tion of  the  natural  resources  of  the  country  and  their  development, 
and  of  its  progress  in  those  arts  which  benefit  mankind,  in  comparison 
with  thos(i  of  older  nations;  and  whereas  no  place  is  so  appropriate 
for  such  an  exhibition  as  the  city  in  which  ocx'urred  the  event  it  is 
designed  to  commemorate;  and  whereas,  as  the  exhibition  should  be 
a  national  celebration,  in  which  the  people  of  the  whole  country 
should  participate,  it  should  have  the  sanction  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States:  Therefore, 

Be  it  mimied^  etc,^  That  an  exhibition  of  American  and  foreign  arts, 
products,  and  manufactures  shall  be  held,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
year  1876. 

Sec.  2.  That  a  commission  to  consist  of  not  more  than  one  delegate 
from  each  State,  and  f i*om  each  Territory  of  the  United  States,  whose 
functions  shall  continue  until  the  close  of  the  exhibition,  shall  be  con- 
stituted, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  and  superintend  the  execu- 
tion of  a  plan  for  holding  the  exhibition,  and,  after  conference  with 
the  authorities  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  fix  upon  a  suitable  site 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  said  city,  where  the  exhibition  shall 
be  held. 

Sec.  3.  That  said  commissioners  shall  be  appointed  within  one  year 
from  the  passage  of  this  act  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  nomination  of  the  governors  of  the  States  and  Territories, 
respectively. 

Sec.  4.  That  in  the  same  manner  there  shall  be  appointed  one  com- 
missioner from  each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  who 
shall  assume  the  place  and  perform  the  duties  of  such  commissioner 
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or  commissioiiors  us  may  l)e  unable  to  attend  the  nicrtin^s  of  the 
coiiiniLssion. 

Sec.  5.  Tliat  the  coniiiiission  .shall  hold  its  nieotin^s  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  that  a  majority  of  its  memlnn's  shall  ha\e  full  ])ower 
to  make  all  needful  rules  for  its  govermuent. 

Sec.  ().  Tliat  the  coumiission  shall  rei>ort  to  Congress,  at  the  first 
session  after  its  appointment,  a  suitable  date  for  opening  and  for  clos- 
ing the  exhibition;  a  schedule  of  approprhite  e(»remoni(»s  for  opening 
or  dedicating  the  same;  a  plan  or  plans  of  the  buildings;  ii  couiplete 
plan  for  the  reception  and  classification  of  articles  intended  for  exhi- 
bition; the  requisite  custom-house  regulations  for  the  introduction 
into  this  country  of  the  articles  from  foreign  countries  inteud^rd  for 
exhibition;  and  su<'h  other  matters  as  in  their  judgment  may  be 
important. 

Sec.  7.  That  no  compensation  for  services  shall  be  i)aid  to  the  com- 
missioners or  other  ofiicers  provided  by  this  act  fi-om  the. Treasury  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  Unite<l  Stat^^s  shall  not  be  liable  for  any 
expenses  attending  such  exhibition,  or  by  reason  of  the  same.^ 

Sec.  8.  That  whenever  the  President  shall  l)c  informed  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  that  provision  has  })een  made  for 
the  erection  of  suitiible  ])uildings  for  the  purpose,  and  for  the  exclusive 
control  by  the  commission  herein  provided  for  of  the  projxjsed  exhi- 
bition, the  President  shall,  through  the  Department  of  State,  make 
proclamation  of  the  same,  setting  forth  the  time  at  which  the  exhibi- 
tion will  open  and  the  place  at  which  it  will  l>e  held;  and  he  shall 
communicate  to  the  diplomatic  n^presentatives  of  all  nations  copies  of 
the  same,  together  with  such  regulations  as  may  be  adopted  by  the 
commissioners,  for  publication  in  their  respective  countries. 

(Stat,  XVI,  470.) 
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AMENDMENT   TO    ACT   OF   ORGANIZATION    OF    SMITITSOMAN    INSTITUTION, 

March  13,  1871— Senate. 

Mr.  H.  PIamlin.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  introduire 
a  bill,  and  1  desire  to  have  it  considered  at  this  time.  I  think  it  will 
not  take  two  minutes. 

By  unanimous  consent  leave  was  granted  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  to  esta])lish  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  approved  August  10,  1846. 
Considered  ils  in  ('ommittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  proposed  to  annMid  the  act  of  August  10,  iS-lt),  by  striking^ 
out  in  the  ftret  section  the  words  *••  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington, '^ 
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and  inserting  ''governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia,''  and  by  making 
the  same  change  in  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

Be  it  rnaciedy  etc.,  That  '*  An  act  to  establish  the  SmithHOuiaii  Institution  for  the 
increase  an<l  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  approved  August  10,  1846,  ])e,  and 
the  same  in  hereby,  amended  in  section  1  of  said  act  by  striking  out  the  words 
"the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words 
"the  governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  that  said  act  Ihj  further  amended 
in  section  three  by  striking  out  the  words  "the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington," 
and  inserting  in  i)lace  thereof  the  words  "the  governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Mr.  H.  Hamlix.  Let  me  sav  to  the  Senate  in  one  word  what  this 
bill  means.  The  original  iu*t  creating  the  Institution  made  the  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Washington  one  of  its  Regents.  We  have  abolished 
that  office,  and  this  bill  simply  puts  the  governor  of  the  Territory  in 
his  pltu^e. 

Passed. 

March  14,  1871— House. 

Senate  bill,  of  March  18,  1871,  was  tiiken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  L.  P. 
Poland.     Passed. 

March  20,  1871. 

Be  it  ennctid^  etc,^  That  ""An  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution for  the  increase  and  diflfusion  of  knowledge  among  men," 
approved  August  10,  1846,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended  in 
section  1  of  said  act  by  striking  out  the  words  "'the  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Washington,'"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words  'Hhe 
governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia,''  and  that  said  act  be  further 
amended  in  section  3  by  striking  out  the  words,  ''the  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Washington,"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words  ''the 
governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia." 

(Stat.,  XVII,  1.) 

ItKPORT   OF   SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION. 
April  10,  1871— House. 

Mr.  L.  p.  Poland  submitted  a  concurrent  resolution  for  printing 
reports  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

April  18,  1871— House. 

Mr.  Ellls  H.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
r(»solution: 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  RepreHe^ttativej^^  {the  Si'imte  roncarrituj)^  Thi«,t  12,500  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  year  1870  be 
printeil,  2,500  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  5,000  for  the  use  of  the  House,  and  5,000  for 
the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution:  J^rovided,  That  the  aggregate  number  of 
pages  of  said  report  shall  not  exceed  450,  and  that  there  shall  be  no  illustrations, 
except  those  fumishe<l  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Adoptc^d. 

H.  Doc.  782 44 
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April  19,  1871— Senate. 

The  concurrent  n\s()lution  of  Aj)!'!!  Is,  from  the  Iloust^  of  Ropro- 
sentatives,  for  the  printing  of  lii,5<M)  copies  of  the*  r<'port  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  for  1870,  was  a<]^nH>d  to. 

Mpriia,  1872— House. 

Mr.  L.  P.  PoiiANi:)   intrcKluceU  concurrent    resohition    foi*  iMMnting" 
2,000  extra  copies  of  each  of  the  reports  of  the  Sn.ithsonian  Institu- 
tion for  such  volumes  as  the  stereotyp<>  plates  are  in  the  Congressional 
Printing  Office. 
April  26,  1872— Senate. 

Annual  repoil  for  1871  laid  before  the  S<»nati*. 

Mr.  H.  HamLiIN  moved  to  have  12,5(K)  extra  co])ies  of  the  report 
printed. 

April  26,  1872— House. 

Anmial  report  for  1871  laid  ])efore  the  House. 

Mr.  L.  P.  Poland  offered  a  resolution  to  print  20.ooo  extra  copicw 
of  the  report. 

May  2,  1872— Senate. 
Mr.  H.  B.  Antiiony  reported  resolution: 

Residi'p.d  Inj  the  Senate  {the  IToime  of  Represcnttitive^  ronrnrrint/).  That  12,500  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  rt^port  of  the  Smithsonian  Institntion  for  the  year  1871  he 
printeil,  2,500  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  5,()00  for  the  iine  of  the  IIoll8^^  and  5,000 
for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution:  J*ron<le<l,  That  the  aj:irrej;are  numl)er  of 
pagcti  of  said  rei)ort  shall  not  exeet^l  450,  and  that  then*  shall  he  no  illustrationB 
except  tliose  furnished  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Agreed  to. 
May  10,  1872— House. 

Mr.  W.  p.  Price,  from  the  Committee  on  lVintin<(.  reported  bac*k 
the  concurrent  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  j)rint  12,500  additional 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1S7L. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Gakfield.  1  hope  there  will  })e  an  increase  of  the  num- 
ber of  the.se  reports  to  l>e  printed.  I  move  that  the  s^neral  n umbel's 
be  doubled. 

Mr.  S.  fl.  Randall.  I  think  5, (MM)  copies  will  ))e  enoujjfh  for  the 
Institution. 

Mr.  GARifiELi).  Well,  I  will  move  to  double  the  num])ei*  for  e.ach 
House  of  Congre^ss,  but  not  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  amendment  was  ag'rec^d  to,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 
May  23,  1872— House. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Pendleton,  from  th**  CJommittee  on  l^rinting,  offered 
concurrent  resolution : 

That  2,000  copies  of  each  of  the  reports  of  the  SniitliHonian  Institution  of  which  the 
Htereotyi)e  plates  are  now  in  the  C-ongressional  Print inj;  Olfiec  Ik^  printed  for  distri- 
bution by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  librari(\s,  eollege^,  and  public  establish^ 
mentis. 

Adopted. 


FORTY-SECOND    CONGRESS,   187M873.  691 

May  24.  f 872— Senate. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony,  from  the  Coniniittoo  on  Printing,  reported 
nonconcurrence  to  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
in<*rease  the  numlHM-  of  extni  eopics  of  the  report  for  1871  to  20.(MK). 
Agreed  to. 

May  29,  1872— Senate. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony,  from  the  Conmiittec  on  Printing,   reported 
back  House  resohition  of  May  23,  187ii. 
Agreed  to. 

June  3,  1872— House. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Prick  reported  biu»k  from  the  committee  the  Senate 
resohition  for  printing  1:^,500  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  for  1S71.  The  House  amend(^d  the  resohition  hy 
making  the  num))er  20,00(1,  but  the  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  that 
amendment.  The  C<)mmitt<*e  on  Printing  recommended  that  the 
House  rec(Kle  from  its  amendment. 

Mr.  L.  P.  Poland.   I  ho])e  the  House  will  not  recede. 

The  SjD^^aker  (Mr.  James  (i.  Blaine).  If  there  is  to  be  a  debate  the 
Chair  can  not  entertain  the  proposition.  The  House  is  acting  under 
an  order  made  under  suspension  of  the  rules  to  (consider  business  on 
the  Speaker's  tiible. 

Mr.  John  Beatt\'.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Poland]  had  I  Matter  agree  to  the  proi>osition  to  recede. 

Mr.  Poland.  No,  sir;  I  have  very  good  reasons  for  ]>elieving  that 
the  Senate  will  concur  in  our  amendment  if  we  insist  upon  it. 

December  20,  1872— House. 

Mr.  L.  P.  Poland  offered  a  rcMohition  to  have  t^o,(MM)  extra  copies 
of  the  report  for  1871  ])rinted. 

January  31.  1873 — House. 

Senate  resohition  of  May  2,  ls72,  agreed  to. 

February  21.  1873— Senate. 

Annual  r(»jK)rt  of  th<^  Smithscmian  Institution  for  1S72  presented. 

February  21,  1873 — House. 

Mr.  L.  P.  Poland  offered  a  resolution  to  have  20.00()  extra  copies 
printed  of  the  re]:K)rt  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1872. 

March  1.  1873— Senate. 

Mr.  H.  U.  Anthony  re|K)rted  from  the  Conunittee  on  Printing 
resolution: 

That  12,5(X>  additional  copii^  of  the  rej)f>rt  of  thi'  Sinithponian  Im^titutinn  for  the 
year  1S72  ]>e  printed,  2,500  copies  of  which  Hhall  Ik?  for  the  use  of  tlie  iSiiiate,  5,000 
for  theiisi."!  of  tlie  Tloiise,  and  5,000  for  tlie  use  of  the  Institution:  /Vor/VW,  That 
the  aggregate  number  of  i>age8  of  Hai<l  n-jK^rt  shall  not  excee<l  450,  and  that  there 
fhall  l>c»  no  illuHtrations  except  those  furnished  l»y  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Agref»(l  to. 
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March  3,  1873— House. 

Mr.  W.  1^.  PuK'E,  from  tho  Committer,  on  Printing,  roportod  con- 
currence in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  print  12,5o0  extra  copies 
of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  foi*  lsT2.     Ajjfreed  to. 

PKC 'ORATION    FOR    PROF.   JOSEPH    HENRY. 
April  20.  1871. 

RenoIvM^  ('t(\^  That  the  consent  of  CVingress  is  hereby  t^iven  to  Pro- 
fessor Joseph  Henrv,  Secn»tjirv  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to 
accept  the  title  and  re^ilia  of  a  coimnander  of  the  Royal  Norwegian 
Order  of  St.  Olaf,  conferred  upon  hhn  for  his  distinguished  sidentific 
service  and  chamcter  l>y  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  grand 
master  of  said  order. 

(Stat.,  XVII,  fht3.) 

KXPIX)RING    EXPEDITION. 
March  2,  1872. 

Jir  It  eiuwtt'd^  (fr.^  That  the  Joint  Committ(M?  on  the  Library  be 
authorized  to  gmnt  to  James  D.  Dana  the  use  of  such  of  the  engraved 
plat(»s  of  the  Unit<id  States  Exploring  Expedition  under  Captain 
Wilkes,  now  in  charge  of  said  committee,  as  may  he  desired  by  him 
for  the  publishing  a  ))ook  on  corals  and  coral  islands. 

(Stat.,  XVII,  040.) 
May  28,  1872. 

Be  it  t-naotid^  <7c..  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Iji])i*ary  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  contnict  for  the  completion  of  three 
unfinished  volumes  of  the  United  States  Exploring  Expedition  of  the 
3^ears  183S  to  1842,  to  consist  of  physi<*s  and  hydrography  of  the  expe- 
dition by  Charles  Wilkes,  and  the  volume  of  botany  of  th(»  expinlition 
by  John  Torrey  and  others;  said  public^ation  to  be  made  in  the  same 
style  as  the  volumes  heretofore  published,  and  distril)ut(»d  in  the  same 
manner:  /^vz/vVA^/,  That  no  more  than  $9,000  shall  in  any  cw^e  be 
required  to  finish  said  volumes. 

(Stat.,  XVII,  ItW^.) 

June  10.  1872. 

Suinlrv  civil  art  fur  1S78. 

For  the  publication  of  three  volumes  of  Wilkes's  Exploring  Expe- 
dition, agreeably  to  act  of  May  28,  1872,  *i),000. 
(Stat.,  XVII,*  362.) 

INTERNATIOXAL   KXCIIANOE8. 

May  8,  1872. 

I^ogu«lative,  (executive,  and  jiulicial  act  for  1873. 

Ijibmrvof  C/ongress:  For  expenses  of  exchanorinir  publico  documents 
for  the  publications  of  foreign  governmentti,  $1,500. 
(Stat.,  XVII,  04.) 
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May  18,  1872. 

Delicieucy  art  for  1872,  etc. 

Library  of  Congress:  Fund  for  exchange  of  public  documents,  ^6.70. 
(Stat./xVII,  123.) 

March  3,  1873. 

Ij(*giHlative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1874. 

Library  of  Congress:  For  expenses  of  exchanging  public  documents 
for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,500. 
(Stat.,  XVII,  490.) 

(^ARE   OF   (lOVERNMENT   COLLECTIONS. 
May  18,  1872. 

Deficiency  act  for  1872,  eU\ 

To  (commence  the  proper  fitting-up,  in  a  fire-proof  manner,  of  the 
vacant  apartments  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  building  for  the 
proper  distribution  and  exhibition  of  the  Government  collections  of 
natural  histor\%  geology,  and  mineralogy,  $5,000. 

(Stat.,  XVII,  131.) 

June  10,  1872. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1873. 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the 
surveying  and  exploring  expeditions  of  the  Government,  $15,(X)0. 

For  the  completion  of  the  hall  required  for  the  Government  collec- 
tions, $10,000. 

(Stat.,  XVII,  361.) 

February  28,  1873— Senate. 

Mr.  John  W.  Stevenson.  I  am  authorized  by  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  to  offer  a  small  amendment  on  page  27,  line  658,  to 
strike  out  "fifteen"  and  insert  "twentv."     The  clause  now  reads: 

For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  surveying  and  exploring  expeditions  of 
the  Government,  $15,000. 

This  increase  is  asked  for  in  order  to  enable  the  Institution  to 
arrange  and  exhibit  the  geological  collections  lately  transferred  from 
the  Land  Office,  and  to  make  out  duplicate  specimens  in  sets  for  dis- 
tributing to  colleges  and  institutions  throughout  the  United  States. 
Professor  Baird,  in  a  letter  before  me,  says  that  he  made  this  estimate 
of  $15,000,  which  is  the  usual  estimate,  before  the  transfer  was  made 
from  the  Land  Office  of  all  these  specimens,  and  the  additional  appro- 
priation is  required  to  prepare  for  the  large  increase  of  these  specimens, 
and  also  to  prepare  duplicates  for  distribution.  The  amendment 
simply  proposes  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  instead  of  $15,000.  I 
hope  the  Senate  will  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  Cornelius  Cole.  I  think  $20,000  is  probably  more  than  the 
whole  thing  is  worth. 

Mr.  Steyenson.  I  am  astonished  at  the  chairman. 
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Mr.  Cole.  I  think  it  is  hurdly  Avorth  wliih'  to  (»x])(»nd  su<-h  a  large 
sum  for  such  things,  and  J^loJKM),  it  s«*t»nis  to  mo,  is  amplr  for  what- 
ever (.'are  is  requisite  for  the  s|^H'imens  that  were  rereived  \}y  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  from  the  Land  Otiiee. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  had  hoped  that  the  chairman  of  th(»  committee 
would  he  satisiied  with  tin*  recommendation  and  estimate  of  IVofesisjor 
Baird.  Ho  g'ivi^s  a  very  g'ood  reason  why  he  wants  an  increase  of  the 
appropi'iation,  and  when  a  man  like  Professor  Haird  tells  us  win'  he 
w^ants  this,  in  order  to  enable  the  Institution  to  exhibit  the  crcological 
collection  which  they  have  receiv(»d,  and  to  make  out  du])licate  speci- 
mens of  them,  1  do  not  see  how^  we  can  w-(dl  r<»fus(»  such  a  I'tMjuest. 

Ag'reed  to. 

March  3,  1873. 

Suiulrv  v\\\\  a<'t  for  1874. 

ft 

Smithsonian  Institution  :  For  presei-vation  of  the  collections  of  the 
surveying  and  exploring  expeditions  of  the  CTOvermnent,  ^I^JMM). 

For  littinjr  up  the  new  halls  recjuired  for  the  ( Fovoriunent  collections, 
$15,0(K). 

For  steam-heating  apparatus  for  the  same,  ^12JM». 

(Stat.,  XVll,  518.) 

EXPOSITIONS. 

I^h Uddiijthiti  Ccntennml  Kxp(*i<lti4m, 
June  h  1S72. 

Whereas  Congress  did  provide  h\  an  act  entitled  **  iVn  act  to  provide 
for  celebrating  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  American  independ- 
ence by  holding  an  international  exhibition  of  arts,  manufactures,  and 
products  of  the  soil  and  mine  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  State  of 
Pennsylv'aniu,  in  the  year  187^5,''  approved  March  third,  1871,  for  the 
apiX)intmont  of  commissiontM-s  to  promoUi  and  control  the  exhibition 
of  the  national  resources  and  their  development,  and  the  nation's 
progress  in  arts  which  beuelit  mankind,  and  to  suggest  and  direct 
appropriate  ceremonies  b}'  which  the  people  of  the  United  Stiites  may 
commemoi*ate  that  momoi'a})le  and  decisive  event,  the  Dinlanition  of 
American  Independence  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies 
assembled  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  fourth  da}'  of  July,  anno 
Domini  1776;  and  whereas  such  provisions  should  bo  made  for  pro- 
curing the  funds  requisite  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  as  will  enable 
all  the  i>eople  of  the  United  States,  who  have  shared  the  common 
blessings  resulting  from  national  independence,  to  aid  in  the  prepara- 
tion and  conduct  of  said  international  exhibition  and  memorial  cele- 
bration under  the  direction  of  the  conmiissioners  of  the  United  States: 
Therefore, 

Be  It  cuacUd^  rtc,^  That  there  is  hereby  created  a  body  corporate,- 
to  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  Centennial  Board  of  Finance,  and  by 
that  name  to  have  an  incorporate  existence  until  the  object  for  whieh 
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it  IS  formed  shall  have  ])een  areomplished;  and  it  shall  be  competent 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  defend  and  be  defended, 
in  all  courts  of  law  and  equity  in  the  United  States;  and  may  make 
and  have  a  corporate  seal,  and  may  purchase,  take,  have,  and  hold, 
and  may  grant,  sell,  and  at  pleasure  dispose  of  all  such  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  as  may  be  required  in  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  ''An  tict  to  provide  for  celebrating  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of  American  independence  by  holding  an 
international  exhibition  of  arts  and  manufai^tures,  and  products  of  the 
soil  and  mine,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  year  1870,"'  approved  March  third,  1871,  and  all  acts  supple- 
mentary thereto;  and  said  Centennial  Board  of  Finance  shall  consist  of 
the  following-named  persons,  their  associates  and  successors,  from 
the  States  and  Territories  ius  herein  set  forth:     *     *     * 

Skc.  2.  That  the  said  corporation  shall  have  authority  and  is  hereby 
empowered  to  secure  subscriptions  of  capital  stock  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  $10,000,000,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  ten  dollars  each, 
and  to  issue  to  the  subscri])ers  of  said  stock  certificates  therefor  under 
the  coiporate  seal  of  said  corporation,  which  certificates  shall  bear 
th(».  signature  of  the  president  and  treasurer,  and  be  tmnsferable  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  made  for  the  purpose;  and  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  municipal  or  other  coi-porate  body  existing  by  or 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  subscribe  and  pay  for  shares  of 
said  capital  stock,  and  all  holders  of  said  stock  shall  become  associates 
in  said  corporation,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  on  each  share;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  United  States  Centennial  Commission  to  pre- 
scribe rules  to  enable  absent  stockholders  to  vote  by  proxy.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  said  stock,  together  with  the  receipts  from  all  other  sources, 
shall  be  used  by  said  corporation  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings, 
with  their  appropriate  fixtures  and  appuitenances,  and  for  all  other 
expenditures  required  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  said  act  of  Con- 
gress of  March  third,  1871,  and  which  may  be  incident  thereto;  and 
the  said  corix)ration  shall  keep  regular  minutes  of  its  proceedings,  and 
full  accounts,  with  the  vouchers  thereof,  of  all  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures, and  the  same  shall  be  always  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  United 
States  Centennial  Commission,  or  any  member  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  That  books  of  subscription  shall  be  opened  by  the  United 
States  Centennial  Commission,  under  such  rules  as  it  may  prescribe, 
and  an  opportunity  shall  be  given,  during  a  period  of  one  hundred  days, 
to  the  citizens  of  each  State  and  Territory,  to  subscribe  for  stock  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  its  quota,  according  to  its  population,  after 
which  period  of  one  hundred  days,  stock  not  taken  may  be  sold  to  any 
person  or  persons  or  corporation  willing  to  purchase  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  That  after  the  expiration  of  said  period  of  one  hmidred  days, 
the  United  States  Centennial  Commission  shall  issue  a  call  for  a  meet- 
ing, by  publication  in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  at  the  capital 


696  CONGRESSIONAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

of  each  State  and  Territory,  not  less  than  thii'ty  days  prior  then^to,  of 
the  eorjKjrators  and  all  others  who  may  then  have  suhserihed  for  stock, 
to  be  held  in  the  eity  of  Phihuh^lphia,  for  th(»  purpose  of  electing  a  )>oard 
of  din^ctors,  to  consist  of  twentv-iivcvstockholders.  whose  teini  of  office 
shall  be  one  year,  and  until  their  successors  shall  have  ))een  <]ualiiied; 
at  which  meeting  those  who  may  he  prest^nt  in  pcM'son  or  hy  proxy,  of 
whom  one  hundred  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  shall  In*  competent  to 
organize  and  elect  said  officers.  The*  siiid  })oard  of  directors,  and  every 
subsequent  ]K)ard,  shall  hv  chosen  by  the*  stockholders,  out  of  a  list  of 
one  hundred  stockholders,  selected  and  nominated  l>v  the  Tnited  States 
Centennial  Commission.  Nine  members  of  the  board  of  directors  shall 
constitute  a  (piorum  for  the  tninsjiction  of  ])usiness,  but  no  election  or 
change  of  officers  shall  take  pla<'e  unless  at  a  meeting  of  th«»  board  of 
directors,  at  which  a  majority  shall  )h»  present. 

Skc.  5.  That  the  said  board  of  dii-ec'tors  shall  elect,  from  its  own 
nunil)er.'a  pi'esident  and  two  vici^-presidents,  whose  term  of  office  shall 
be  one  year,  and  until  their  successors  shall  have  been  duly  tpialitied, 
and  shall  appoint  a  treasurer,  a  secretary,  and  such  oth(»r  officers  as 
may  be  required  to  carry  out  the  puri^)ses  of  the  corporation,  which 
elected  and  appointed  officers  shall  hold  theii*  respective  offices  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  ])oard,  receiving  such  compensation  as  the  board 
may  prescribe:  and  th(»  l)oard  shall  also  adopt  such  by-laws,  rules,  and 
regulations,  for  its  own  government,  and  for  the  government  of  its 
officers,  as  may  ))e  deemed  (^xj^edient:  PmvJilHl^  That  the  same  shall 
not  be  inconsistent  with  any  act  of  Congress  or  the  rules  adopted  by 
the  United  States  Centennial  Commission. 

Sec.  6.  That  as  soon  as  the  board  of  directors  shall  have  been  duly 
organized,  as  provided  for  in  section  five  of  this  act,  it  shall  ])e  the  duty 
of  the  United  States  Centennial  Conunission  to  deliver  to  the  said 
l>oard  all  stock  su))scrii)tion  )x)oks,  with  the  papers  and  records  of  any 
kind  in  its  possession,  pertaining  to  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  grounds  for  the  exhilntion  shall  be  prepared  and  the 
buildings  erected  by  the  said  corporation  in  accorcbmce  with  plans 
which  shall  have  been  previoasly  adopted  by  the  United  States  Centen- 
nial Conunission,  and  the  rules  and  regulations  of  said  corpomtion, 
governing  rates  for  *' entrance'"*  and  '"admission"  fees,  or  otherwise 
affecting  the  rights,  privileges,  or  interests  of  the  exhibitors,  or  of  the 
public,  shall  be  fixed  and  established  b\'  the  United  Stiites  Centennial 
Conunission;  and  no  grant  conferring  rights  or  privileges  of  any  de- 
scription connected  with  the  said  grounds  or  buildings,  or  relating  to 
said  exhibition  or  celebration,  shall  be  made  without  the  consent  of  the 
United  States  Centennial  Conunission,  and  said  conunission  shall  have 
power  to  control,  change,  or  revoke  all  such  grants,  and  shall  appoint 
all  judges  and  examiners,  and  award  all  premiums. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  Centennial  Board  of  Finance  shall  have  authority 
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to  Issue  bonds,  not  in  excess  of  its  capital  stock,  and  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same,  principal  and  interest,  by  mortgage  upon  its  property 
and  prospective  income. 

Sec.  9.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
to  cause  to  be  prepared,  in  accordance  with  a  design  approved  by  the 
United  States  Centennial  Commission  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
a  sufficient  number  of  certificates  of  stock  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
this  act;  and  any  person  found  guilty  of  counterfeiting,  or  attempting 
to  counterfeit,  or  knowingly  circulating  false  certificates  of  stock,  herein 
authorized,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  pains  and  penalties  as  are  or 
may  be  provided  In^  law  for  counterfeiting  United  States  currency;  but 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  create  any  liability  of 
the  Unit<3d  States,  direct  or  indirect,  for  any  debt  or  obligation  incurred, 
n(5r  for  any  claim,  by  the  centennial  international  exhibition,  or  the  cor- 
poration hereby  created,  for  aid  or  pecuniary  assistance  from  Congress 
or  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  support  or  liquidation  of  any 
debts  or  obligations  created  by  the  corporation  herein  authorized:  And 
"provided^  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  override 
or  interfere  with  the  laws  of  any  State;  and  all  contracts  made  in  any 
State  for  the  purposes  of  the  centennial  international  exhibition  shall 
be  subject  to  the  laws  thereof:  Ami  provided  further^  That  no  member 
of  said  Centennial  Board  of  Finance  assumes  any  personal  liability  for 
any  debt  or  obligation  which  may  be  creat-ed  or  incurred  by  the  corpo- 
ration authorized  bv  this  act. 

Sec.  10.  That  as  soon  as  practiaible  after  the  said  exhibition  shall 
have  been  closed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  corporation  to  convert  its 
property  into  cash,  and,  after  the  payment  of  all  its  liabilities,  to  divide 
its  remaining  assets  among  its  stockholders,  pro  rata,  in  full  satisfaction 
and  discharge  of  its  capital  stock;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
United  States  Centennial  Commission  to  supervise  the  closing  up  of 
the  affairs  of  said  corporation,  to  audit  its  accounts,  and  submit,  in  a 
report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  financial  results  of  the 
centennial  exhibition. 

Sec.  11.  That  the  commission  created  by  the  act  referred  to  in  the 
preamble  of  this  act  is  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  body  politic  and 
coriX)rate  in  law,  with  power  to  do  sucb  acts  and  enter  into  such  obli- 
gations as  may  be  promotive  of  the  purposes  for  which  such  commis- 
sion was  established.  Its  title  shall  be  the  United  States  Centennial 
Commission.  It  shall  have  a  common  and  corporate  seal,  and  possess 
all  the  rights  incident  to  corporate  existence. 

Sec.  12.  That  the  alternate  commissioners  appointed  pursuant  to 
section  four  of  the  act  approved  March  third,  1871,  referred  to  in  the 
preamble  to  this  act,  shall  have  all  the  powers  of  a  conmiissioner  when 
the  commissioner  is  not  present  at  any  meeting.     When  the  commis- 
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sionor  is  pro.sont  the  altornah*  iiuiy  piirticipiite  in  the  d(^})at(\s  and 
«erve  on  committoes,  but  .shall  have  no  vot«».  The  5ipj)ointnient  of  all 
eommissioners  and  alternate  eonnnissioners  made  sinr<»  March  third, 
1872,  are  hereby  ratified  and  contirined;  and  all  va<'an<-ies  now  existing, 
or  which  may  hereafter  exist,  whether  ])y  death,  resii^nation.  removal 
from  the  SUite  or  Territorv,  or  otherwise,  shall  ))e  tilltMl  at  anv  time 
hereafter  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  said  act  of  March  third.  IS71, 
for  the  appointment  of  conmilssioners. 

Sec.  13.  That  it  shall  he  the  diitv  of  the  Unittnl  States  OenttMinial 
Commission  to  make  n^port  from  tim(»  to  time  to  tht»  Pi-esident  of  the 
United  States  of  the  progress  of  th«»  work,  and  in  a  tinal  rt>port  pre- 
sent a  fidl  exhibit  of  the  result  of  the  United  States  C-entennial  Cele- 
bration and  Exhibition  of  1870. 

(Stilt.,  XVII,  203.) 

February  14.  1873. 

ResnJvrfl,  cf(\.  That  in  order  to  enalile  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  participate  in  the  advantages  of  the  international  exhibition 
of  the  products  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the  tine  arts,  to  be 
held  at  Vienna  in  the  year  1878,  there  ])e,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  approi)riated,  the  sum 
of  lj200,0O0,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  ))e  necessary,  for  the  })urposc 
herein  specified,  which  sum  shall  b«»  exjHMided  under  th(»  direction  of 
the  Secretarv  of  Stat^^i:  PronldnL  That  the  President  be  authorized  to 
appoint  a  number  of  practical  artisans  not  exceeding  vS  and  of  scien- 
tific men  not  exceedinsr  7,  who  shall  attend  said  exhilntion  and  report 
their  doings  and  o})servations  to  him,  and  whose  actual  and  reasonable 
expenses,  not  to  exceed  ^1,000  each,  shall  be  paid  from  such  fund,  and 
that  the  President  be  further  authorized  to  appoint  a  number  of  hon- 
orary conmiissioners,  not  to  exceed  100,  who  shall  leceive  no  pay  for 
their  expenses  or  otherwise:  And pn^rldtd  ff(rthrt\  That  no  person  so 
appointed  shall  be  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  article 
exhibited  for  competition:  And proc!<iU'd.  That  not  more  than  J{>50,000 
shall  l>e  expended  for  salaries  and  expenses  of  all  persons  receiving 
apiK)intmeuts  to  places  authorized  in  this  resolution,  and  not  more 
than  $5,000  shall  be  paid  for  salary  and  expenses  to  any  one  person. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  governors  of  the  sev(»ral  States  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  requested  to  invite  the  patriotic  people  of  their  respective 
States  to  assist  in  the  propc^r  n»presentation  of  the  handiwork  of  our 
artisans  and  the  prolific  sources  of  material  wealth  with  which  our 
land  is  blessed,  and  to  take  such  further  measures  as  may  be  necessary 
to  diffuse  a  knowledge  of  the  proposed  (exhibition  and  to  secure  to 
their  res])ective  States  the  jidvantages  which  it  promises. 
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Sec.  J^.  Thjit  it  shall  bo  the  dutv  of  the  Secroturv  of  State  to  trans- 
uiit  to  Conjifress  a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenditures  which  may 
have  been  incurred  under  the  provisions  of  this  resolution. 

(Stat.,  XVII,  ()37.) 

FREE    1»()STACJE. 
June  8,  1872. 

All  a<'t  to  revise,  consolidate,  and  amend  tlie  statutes  relating  to  the  Post-Office 

Department. 

Sec.  L84.  That  the  following  mail  matter  shall  be  allowed  to  pass 
free  in  the  mails.     *     *     * 

Sixth.  All  publications  sent  or  received  by  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, marked  on  ejK*h  package  ''  Smithsonian  Exchange.-' 

(Stat.,  XVII,  307.) 

i*owell's  exploration. 

June  10.  1872. 

Siindn'  civil  act  for  1873.    • 

For  completing  the  survey  of  the  Colorado  of  the  West  and  its  trib- 
utaries, by  Professor  J.  W.  Powell,  under  the  direction  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  $20,(KX). 

(Stat.,  XVn,  850.) 

March  3,  1873. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1874. 

That  the  sum  of  ^10,OoO,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary, 
is  hereby  appropriated  to  enable  Professor  J.  W.  Powell  to  prepare  his 
materials,  and  to  present  to  Congi'ess  at  its  next  session  a  report  of 
the  survey  of  the  Colorado  of  the  West  and  its  tributaries. 

(Stat.,  XVII,  513.) 

appointment  of  regents 
By  tliA-  Vice-Prei<l(hmt, 

December  10,  1872— Senate. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  Schuyler  Colfax)  appointed  John  W. 
Stevenson,  of  Kentucky,  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in 
the  place  of  Garret  Davis,  dex.*cased. 
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KX  POSITIONS. 

Ph tladelphUi   Centenn ial  Krhihitlon . 
July  3,  1873. 

Proclamation  of  Preifidcttf  Grant. 

Whert'iLs  by  the  act  of  (\nigri?st»  approvetl  March  \\  1S71,  i>rovi(liii^  for  a  national 
celobnition  nf  the  oiu*  huinlnMlth  anuiversary  of  the  Iiide]H.'n»leiire  of  the  United 
State??  by  the  holdinjr  of  an  international  exhibition  of  art.s,  mannfatrtnres,  and  pro- 
dnet*iof  the  soil  and  mine,  in  the  city  of  Philadeli)hia,  in  the  year  187(),  it  is  provided 
a£i  follows: 

That  whenever  the  Prtjsident  shall  be  infonneil  by  the  fjovernor  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  tliat  ])n.>vision  luw  l)een  made  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildingH  for 
the  puri)ost*,  and  for  the  exclusive  control  by  the  commission  hen'in  provide<l  for  of 
the  prc)pose<l  exhibition,  the  President  shall,  through  the  Deiwirtment  of  State,  make 
pnxrlamation  of  the  same,  setting  forth  the  time  at  which  the  exhibition  will  open 
and  the  placid  at  which  it  will  be  hel<l;  and  he  will  conmiunicate  to  the  dii>lomatic 
rei)resentative8  of  all  nations  copit^  of  the  same,  together  with  such  regulations  as 
^nay  Ixj  a<iopted  by  the  commissioners,  for  iniblicuition  in  their  res*pective  countries; 
and 

Whereas  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania  did,  on 
the  24th  day  of  June,  187S,  inform  me  that  i>rovision  had  l>een  make  for  the  erection 
of  said  VjuildingH  and  for  the  exclusive  control  by  the  conunission  provided  for  in 
the  said  act  of  the  propose<l  exhibition;  and 

Whereas  the  president  of  the  Unit^nl  Stat-cs  C-entennial  C-ommission  has  officially 
informed  me  of  the  date  fixed  for  the  ojxiuing  and  closing  of  the  said  exhibition 
and  the  ])lace  at  which  it  is  to  l>t»  held: 

Now^,  therefore,  l)e  it  known  that  I,  Ulysses  S.  (frant.  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  do 
hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that  there  will  1)6  held,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in 
the  State  (»f  Pennsylvania,  an  international  exhibition  of  arts,  manufactures,  and 
products  of  the  soil  and  mine,  t^.>  be  oixjned  on  the  19th  <lay  of  Aj>ril,  anno  Domini 
187f),  and  l)e  closed  on  the  ItHh  <lav  of  October,  in  the  same  vear. 

And  in  the  interest  of  j^eace,  civilization,  and  domestic  ami  international  friend- 
ship and  intercourse,  J  commend  the  celebration  and  exhibition  to  the  i>eople  of  the 
Unite<l  States;  an<l  in  l.>ehalf  of  this  (fovernment  and  peoi)le  1  conlially  commend 
them  to  all  nations  who  may  Ix*  pleased  to  take  part  therein. 

In  testimonv  wheR'of  I  have  hereunto  set  mv  hand  and  (»used  the  seal  of  the 
United  StateJ^  to  be  allixe<l. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washingt^jn  this  3d  day  of  July,  1878,  and  of  the  Indefjend- 
ence  of  the  Unite<l  States  of  America  the  ninetv-seventh. 

U.  S.  Gbant. 

By  the  President: 

1 1 A  M 1  LTox  Fish  ,  tSecrdarij  of  State. 

(tENKUAL   KKKiTLATIONS. 

1.  The  international  exhibition  of  187()  will  I x*  held  in  Fairmount  Park,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  year  187n. 

2.  The  date  of  ojxjning  the  exhibition  will  l>e  April  19,  1876,  and  of  closing  will 
Ix*  October  19,  1876. 

.1  A  cordial  invitation  is  herebv  extended  to  everv  nation  of  the  earth  to  be 
represented  by  its  arts,  industries,  progress,  and  development. 
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4.  A  formal  acceptance  of  this  invitation  is  requestecV  previous  to  March  4,  1874. 

5.  Each  nation  accepting  this  invitation  is  requested  to  appoint  a  commission 
through  which  all  matters  pertaining  to  itw  own  interestfi  shall  be  conducted.  For 
the  purpose  of  convenient  intercourse  and  satisfactory  supervision  it  is  especially 
desired  that  one  memlxjr  of  each  such  commission  be  designated  to  reside  at  Phila- 
delphia until  the  close  of  the  exposition. 

6.  The  privileges  of  exhibitors  can  he  granted  only  to  citizens  of  countries  whose 
governments  have  formally  accepted  the  invitation  to  be  represented  and  have 
appointed  the  aforementioned  commission,  and  all  communications  must  be  made 
through  the  governmental  commissions. 

7.  Applications  for  space  within  the  exposition  buildings,  or  in  the  adjacent 
buildings  and  grounds  under  the  control  of  the  Centennial  Commission,  must  be 
made  previous  to  March  4,  1875. 

8.  Full  diagrams  of  the  buildings  and  grounds  will  be  furnished  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  different  nations  which  shall  accept  the  invitation  to  participate. 

9.  All  articles  intended  for  exhibition,  in  order  to  secure  proper  position  and 
classification,  umst  l)e  in  Philadelphia  on  or  before  January  1,  1876. 

10.  Acts  of  Congress  ])ertaining  to  custom-house  regulations,  duties,  etc,  together 
with  all  si)ecial  regulations  adopted  by  the  Centennial  Commission  in  reference  to 
transportation,  allotment  of  space,  classification,  motive  power,  msurance,  police 
rules,  and  other  matters  necessary  to  the  proper  display  and  preservation  of  materials, 
will  \>e  promptly  communicated  to  the  accredited  representatives  of  the  several  gov- 
ernments cooperating  in  the  exjwsition. 

Juiy  5,  1873. 

The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  forwarded  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  to  the  various  ministers  from  foreign  countries 
residing  at  the  national  ca,pital,  together  with  the  following  official 

note: 

Department  op  State, 

WashingiiMy  D.  C.y  July  6 ^  181 S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  the  information  of  the  Government  of » 

,  a  copy  of  the  President's  proclamation  announcing  the  time  and  plai^  of 

holding  an  International  Exhibition  of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Products  of  the  Soil 
and  Mine,  proposed  to  be  held  in  the  year  1876. 

The  exhibition  is  designeil  to  commemorate  the  declaration  of  the  independence 
of  the  Uniteil  States  on  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  that  interesting  and  his- 
toric national  event,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pn«ent  a  fitting  opportunity  for  such 
display  of  the  results  of  art  and  industry  of  all  nations  as  will  serve  to  illustrate  the 
great  advances  attained  and  the  successes  achieved  in  the  interest  of  progress  and 
civilization  during  the  century  which  will  then  have  closed. 

In  the  law  providing  for  the  holding  of  the  exhibition  Congress  directed  that  c<»p- 
ies  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  setting  forth  the  time  of  its  opening  and 
the  place  at  which  it  was  to  be  held,  together  with  such  regulations  as  might  be 
adopted  by  the  commissioners  of  the  exhibition,  should  be  communicated  to  the 
diplomatic  representatives  of  all  nations.  Copies  of  those  regulations  are  herewith 
transmittinl. 

The  President  indulges  the  hope  that  the  Government  of will  be 

pleased  to  notiire  the  subject  and  may  deem  it  j)roper  to  bring  the  exhibition  and 
its  objects  to  the  attention  of  the  people  of  that  country,  and  thus  encourage  their 
cooj)eration  in  the  proposed  celebration.  And  he  further  hopes  that  the  opportunity 
affordtnl  by  the  exhibition  for  the  inten'hange  of  national  sentiment  and  friendly 
intercourwe  l)etween  the  people  of  both  nations  may  result  in  new  and  still  greater 
advantages  to  science  and  industry,  and  at  the  same  time  ser>'e  to  strengthen  the 
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bondn  of  peace  and  friendphip  wliicli  already  hap])ily  sul^ist  lM»tw<M»n  tluMfovern- 

nient  and  i.»eople  of and  those  of  the  rnitt*<l  States. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  Iw?,  sir,  with  the  hijrheHtconsidenition,  yournlH»tHent8ervaiit, 

• 

January  23,  1874. 

Krecntifr  ordrr  hij  the  Prcsidifit  of  thf.   VniUd  SiaUs  matitnj  ffn    ('imrrumntt  r.rmttire 

lumrd. 

Whereaf*  it  ha«  iHH'n  ])ronght  to  the  notice  of  the  Prenident  nf  the  rnite<l  8tat«8 
that  in  the  International  Kxhihition  of  Arts,  ^lanufac'tnres,  and  Pnxhicts  of  the  Soil 
and  Mine,  to  l>e  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  th(^  year  ISTH,  for  the  purix>se  of 
t^elehratinjjT  the  one  hnndre<lth  anuiversar)'  of  the  indejK^ndfiice  of  the  r"'^nited 
States,  it  is  desirable  that  from  the  Executive  Dejmrtnients  of  the  (lovernnient  of  the 
Unitwl  Stat<*8  in  which  then?  may  Ik?  articles  suitable  for  the  i)urj)os<'  intended  there 
should  appear  such  articles  and  inat^^rials  as  will,  when  presented  in  a  colk»ctive 
exhibition,  illustrate  th(j  functions  and  administrative  faculties  of  tlie  <  lovernment 
in  time  of  p(?a(re  and  itw  rew.)urces  tm  a  war  jH)wer,  and  thereby  M'rve  to  demonstrate 
the  nature  of  our  institutions  and  their  mlaptat ion  to  the  wants  of  the  i)eople.  Now, 
for  the  pur]M»se  of  stH'iiring  a  «'omj)lete  and  harmonious  arrangement  of  the  articles 
and  mati»rials  <lesijrne«l  to  Ih>  exhibitc<l  from  the  Kxeeutive  IVpartments  of  tlie  Gov- 
ernment it  is  ordere<l  that  a  Iniard,  to  l)e  compostvl  of  one  person  to  be  nanie<l  by 
the  head  of  each  of  the  Kxwutive  Departments  which  may  have  articU^  and  mate- 
rials t^)  l)e  exhibite<l,  and  also  of  one  person  to  be  namt^l  in  Ivhalf  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institiition,  and  one  to  In*  named  in  the  behalf  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  \w  charjre<l  with  the  j>rei)aration,  arrangement,  and  safe-keeping  of  such 
articles  and  materials  as  the  heads  of  the  several  Dej)artnients  and  the  Commivsaioner 
of  Agriculture  and  the  Director  (.>f  tin;  Smitlwonian  Institution  may  resjKvtively 
decide  shall  In?  embnu*e<l  in  thi»  colle<jtion;  that  one  of  the  i^rsons  thus  named,  to 
be  designated  by  the  Presi<lent,  shall  be  chairman  of  sucrh  lK>ard,  an<l  that  the  l»oard 
appoint  from  their  own  numlKT  suc^h  other  ofrn-ers  as  they  may  think  neceswary,  and 
that  the  said  lx)anl  when  organize<l  shall  Ik*  authoriziMl,  under  the  dirtM'titm  of  the 
President,  tx>  confer  with  the  exwutive  officers  of  the  Centennial  Kxhibition  in  relap 
ti(m  to  such  matters  connected  with  the  subject  as  may  pertain  to  the  respe<'tive 
Departments  having  articU^  and  materials  on  exhibition,  and  that  the  imuuvs  of  the 
persons  thus  selecte<l  by  thehearls  of  the  several  IX»partmentfl,  the  C/Ommissioner  of 
Agriculture,  and  the  Dire(*tor  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  be  sul>mitted  to 
the  President  for  di'signation. 

By  order  of  the  President:  Hamilton  Fish, 

St't^eUtrij  of  State, 

Washington,  January  i*.?,  1874» 

•*  Hv  orrler  of  the  President: 

(Signed)  "Hamilton  Fish, 

' * Scmiarii  ^*S State, 
"Washington,  ./aj<?/«r//^'.i(/,  /^4.* 

In  arcordancewith  tho  above  order  the  President  appointed  a  hoard 
composed  of  a  representatives  from  each  of  the  Ex(M*utive  Depaitments 
of  the  (xovernment  except  the  Department  of  State  and  the  Attorney- 
GeneniFs  D(»partment,  but  includin*^  the*  I)ei)artment  of  Aofricultui'e 
and  the  Smithsonian  Institution.    The  board  was  c(»mi>()sed  as  follows: 

War  Depailment:  Col.  C.  S.  Lyford  (chairman).  Ordnance  Bureau. 

TreasuiT  Department:  Hon.  R.  W.  Taylor,  First  Controller  of  the 
Treasury. 
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Navy  Dopartraont:  Admiral  Thornton  A.  Jonkins,  United  States 
Navv. 

Interior  Department:  John  Eaton,  Commisyioner  of  Education. 

Post-Oflice  Depai'tment:  Dr.  Charles  F.  McDonald,  Chief  of  Money- 
Order  Department. 

Agricultural  Depiirtment:  Wm.  Saunders,  Superintendent  of  Prop- 
ajifatinj^  (iarden. 

Smithsonian  Institution:  Prof.  S.  F.  Baird,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  Unit-cd  States  Fishery  Commissioner. 

This  ])oard  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  perfecting  a  collective 
exhi])ition  that  should  illustrate  the  functions  and  administrative  facul- 
ties of  the  (rovernment  in  time  of  peace  and  its  resources  as  a  war 
power. 

June  5.  1874. 

An  act,  etc. 

Whereas  at  various  international  exhibitions  which  have  been  held 
in  foreign  countries  the  United  States  liave  been  represented  in  pur 
suance  of  invitations  given  by  the  governments  of  those  countries  and 
accepted  by  our  own  (Joverimient:  Therefore, 

/?/^  7f  imacted^  <'/<*.,  That  the  President  l)e  re<|uested  to  extend,  in  the 
name  of  th<»  Tnited  States,  a  respectful  and  cordial  invitation  to  the 
governments  of  other  nations  to  be  represented  and  take  part  in  the 
international  exiX)sition  to  l)e  held  at  Philadelphia,  under  the  auspices 
of  th(»  Government  of  th(i  United  States,  in  the  year  1876:  Provided^ 
1wirei'n\  That  the  United  States  shall  not  be  liable,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, for  any  expenses  atttending  such  exposition  or  by  reason  of 
the  same. 

(Stat.,  XVII 1,  Part  8,  58.) 

June  16,  1874. 

B*'  !t  riwdids  iU\^  That  medals  with  appropriate  devices,  emblems, 
and  inscriptions,  commemorative  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  be  prepared  at  the  mint  at  Philadel- 
phia for  the  Centennial  Board  of  Finance,  subject  to  tlu^  provisions  of 
the  fifty-second  section  of  the  coinage  act  of  1<S73,  upon  the  payment 
of  a  sum  not  less  than  the  cost  therc^of,  and  all  the  provisions,  whether 
penal  or  otherwise,  of  said  coinage  act  against  the  counterfeiting  or 
imitating  of  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  apply  to  the  medals 
st  ruck  and  issucnl  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.   . 

(Stilt.,  XVIII,  Part  8,  7(3.) 

June  18,  1874. 

Br  !f  enaiit'd.  rtr.^  That  all  articles  which  shall  l)e  imported  for  the 
sole  i)urj>ose  of  (exhibition  at  the  International  Exhil)ition  to  be  held 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  the  year  1876  shall  be  admitU*d 
without  the  payment  of  duty  or  of  customs  fees  or  charges,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  SiM*retary  of  the  Treasury  shall  prescrilxj: 
Provided^  That  all  such  articles  as  shall  be  sold  in  the  United  States 


704  CONGRKSSIONAL  PROCKEDINGS. 

or  withdrawn  for  consumption  thoroin  at  imy  tinioaftor  siuh  inipoita- 
tion  shall  bo  subject  to  the  duties,  if  imy.  iniposcHJ  on  lik«»  articles  by 
the  revenue  laws  in  force  at  the  date  of  importation:  Anfl prorided 
fHrthri\  That  in  case  any  articles  imported  undcM'  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  be  withdrawn  for  consumption  or  shtill  be  sold  without 
payment  of  duty  as  recpiired  b}'  law,  all  the  ptMialties  prescribed  by 
the  revenue  laws  shall  be  applied  and  enforced  apiinst  such  articles 
and  against  the  persons  who  may  be  t^uilty  of  such  withdrawal  or 
sale. 

(Stat.,  XVIII,  Tart  n.  S2.) 

March  3,  1875. 

Siimlrv  fivil  jwt  fur  1S7H. 

For  (Mi<^ravinti^  and  i)rinting  certificates  of  ( -enteruiial  stock  for  the 
international  exhibition  to  be  hcdd  in  th(»  city  of  IMiiladelphia  in  the 
year  1876,  ^30,750:  Providitl.  That  this  appropriation  shall  not  be 
construed  as  in  an}^  manner  conmiitting  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  any  other  payment  whatever  to  meet  the  exi)enses  of  said 
exhibition. 

(Stat.,  XVIII,  Part  :L  375.) 

March  3,  1875. 

Sumlrv  civil  act  for  187(5. 

Sec.  5.  To  enable  the  Executive  Departments  of  the  (xoyernment 
and  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  participate  in  the  Intx^rnational 
Exhibition  of  1870,  the  followinj^if  sums  are  hereby  api)ropnated, 
namely:  For  the  Interior  Department,  >6115,00():  for  the  Treasury 
Department,  ^5,0(X);  for  the  Post-Office  DepartuKMit,  J?5,<X)0;  for  the 
Agricidtural  Deimrtment,  $50,000;  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
lf67,<JOi);  for  the  United  States  Commission  of  Food  Fishes,  *r>,(XK); 
for  rtie  War  D(»partment,  }t^l33,000;  for  the  Navy  Deparimont, 
$100,000;  for  show  cases,  shelvinj^,  statioruM'v,  postaj^e,  teletrmms, 
expressage,  and  other  necessary  incidental  expenses,  J!>:^r>,000;  in  all, 
$505,000;  to  be  disbursed  under  the  direction  of  the  Hoard  on  Execu- 
tive Departments  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  Pr(»sid«'ntial  order  of 
January  23,  1874.  And  authority  is  hereby  ^.^iven  to  tlie  heads  of  the 
several  Executive  Departments  to  display  at  the  International  Exhi- 
bition of  I87<»,  under  such  conditions  as  th(»v  may  i)n»scribe,  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  section  7  of  the  act  of  June  1.  ls72,  all  such  arti- 
cles in  store*  or  under  the  control  of  .said  Departments  as  may  Ijc  nec- 
essary or  desimble  to  render  such  collection  comph^te  and  exhaiLstive: 
ProrhUd,,  That  should  it  become^  necessary  to  erect  any  liuilding  or 
l)art  of  a  buildinj^  for  said  exhibition,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
the  same  shall  be  paid  for,  pro  rata,  out  of  the  sums  appropriated  to 
the  several  Departments,  the  United  States  Commission  of  Food 
Fishes,  and  the  Tretusury  and  Post-Otficc*  I)ei)artments  (Excepted,  the 
cost  of  the  buildin<rnot  to  exceed  ^150, 0(M.);  and  at  the  close  of  theexhi- 
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bitioii  said  building  shall  bo  sold  and  the  proceeds  oovoivd  into  tho 
Treasury  as  miscellaneous  reccMpts:  And  j/nnuW^^d  further^  That  the 
sums  here})v  appropriated  shall  cover  the  entire  expense  to  which 
the  United  States  (fOV(»rnnient  shall  be  suljjected  on  account  of  said 
exhibition,  except  the  sum  appropriated  i.i  this  act  for  printing  the 
certificates  of  stock  of  said  exhibition;  and  the  Board  on  Executivt* 
Departments  is  forbidden  to  (»xpend  any  larger  sum  than  is  set  down 
herein  for  each  Department,  or  to  ent(*r  into  any  contract  or  engage- 
mtint  that  shall  result  in  any  such  increased  expenditure;  and  no  money 
shall  be  tuken  I)}'  any  Deimrtment  for  the  purposes  of  this  (».xhi])ition 
as  af()resjiid  from  any  other  appropriation's  except  the  one  hereby 
mad(^:  And  furihtr  proirnhd^  That  of  the  sum  hereby  appropriated 
the  sum  of  ^2(M),0()0  shall  be  immediately  available. 
(Stat.,  XVI II,  Part  8,  -iOO.) 

Vicn  n a  Kvjx^xitian . 
March  3,  1875. 

Delicieiu'v  act  for  1875,  i»tc. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  is  authorized  to  pay,  out  of  any 
balance  now  remaining  unexpended  of  the  monies  appropriated  in 
joint  resolution  approved  February  14,  1873,  entitled  '•  Joint  resolu- 
tion to  enable  the  |>eople  of  the  United  States  to  participate  in  the 
advantages  of  the  international  exposition  to  be  held  at  Vienna  in 
1873,-"  the  sum  of  $5(X)  to  each  of  the  15  commissioners  appointed 
under  authority  of  said  joint  resolution,  who,  in  addition  to  undertak- 
ing reports  upon  special  subjects  at  said  exposition,  either  sei-ved  upon 
international  juries  or  were  detjiin(»d  in  Vienna  by  reason  of  assisting 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  American  department  of  the  exposition,  or 
the  performance  of  other  duties  imposed  u|X)n  them  by  the  State 
Department  for  a  period  of  more  than  seventy-live  days,  as  shown  b}'^ 
th(»  records  on  file  in  the  State  Department. 

(Stat,  XVIIl,  Part  3,  418.) 

APrOINTMENT   OF   KEGENTS 

By  the  ViccPrriii.dent, 
January  3,  1874 — Senate. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  M.  H.  Carpenter)  ap]:K)inted 
Aaron  A.  Sargent,  of  California,  a  Regent  of  the  Institution. 

APPOINTMENT  OF   REGENTS 

By  the  Speaker, 
December  18,  1873 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  James   (?.   Bt.aine)  appointed   E.  li.   Hoar,  of 
Massachusetts,  S.  S.  Cox,  of  New  York,  and  G.  W.  Hazelton,  of  Wis- 
consin, Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
H.  Doc.  732 i5 
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AlM»OINT]MENT   OF    KECJKNTS 

liy  'Joint  RiHohii'unu 
December  19,  1873 — House. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Kello<;g.  1  ask  uimniiiiotis  consiMit  to  suhinit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Remh'edy  etr.^  That  Profo«*or  Jamen  1>.  Dana  1m»,  and  homhy  in,  appoint<Kl  aH  one  of 
tlie  Board  of  Regt*ntH  of  the  Sniith.«onian  Institution,  of  th«.'  i-lass  othrr  than  iiiem- 
bera  of  Congress,  in  place  of  Theodore  I).  Woolwy,  of  ( ■onnerticui.  who  dcH'lines  to 
be  reappointed. 

Mr.  Kelloc40.  I  tru^t  there  will  >)e  no  objcn-tion  to  the  adoption 
of  the  re.<«olution. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Garfield.  I  suggest  that  it  he  referred  to  the  Hoard  of 
Regents. 

Mr.  Keltxk;g.  If  there  be  any  objection  1  will  not  ])ress  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Garfield.  1  do  not  suppose  there  is  any  objection,  but  T  only 
suggest  that  it  is  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  Kellogct.  If  the  usual  coui^se  is  as  stated  bv  the  i^^Mit Ionian 
from  Ohio  1  do  not  object. 

Mr.  Garfield.  There  is  another  vacancy  to  be  filled,  occasioned 
b\'  the  death  of  Professor  Agsissiz. 

Mr.  Kelix)Gg.  I  do  not  suppose  there  would  be  the  least  objection, 
Professor  Dana  being  so  well  known:  hut  if  that  is  the  usual  course, 
I  do  not  object. 

Mr.'B.  F.  Butler.  1  suggest  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Education  and  Labor. 

Mr.  Kellogg.  1  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  C-omniittce  on 
EMueation  and  Labor. 

January  5,  1874 — Senate. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Stevenson  introduced  a  resolution  providing  that  the 
vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  of 
the  class  other  than  members  of  C-ongress  b(»  filled  by  the  appointment 
of  Asa  Gray,  J.  D.  Dana,  A.  T.  St<^wart,  and  that  John  Maclean  and 
Peter  Parker  be  reappointi>d. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  The  appointments  have  been  agreed  upon  by  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  they  are  to  sup- 
ply all  vacancies  in  that  board. 

The  President  pro  t(Mnpore  (Mr.  M.  H.  Carpenter).  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  present  considemtion  of  the  joint  resolution  ( 

Mr.  C.  Sumner.  I  ask  if  that  is  the  report  of  a  committee,  or  a 
simple  resolution  i 

The  President  pro  tempore.  It  is  a  joint  resolution  introduced  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentuckv. 

Mr.  SuMNEK.   I  suggest  that  it  should  be  considered  by  a  committee. 
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I  honor  all  tho  geDtlemen  named  in  the  resolution;  still  I  think  it  has 
been  customary  to  consiHer  such  resolutions  in  committee. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  have  no  objection  to  its  reference  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  John  Sherman.  T  think  the  resolution  ought  to  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Library,  which  has  general  charge  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  Does  the  Senator  make  that  motion  "i 

Mr.  Sherman.  Yes,  sir. 

Agreed  to. 

January  5,  1874 — House. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Garfield  introduced  a  joint  resolution  providing  that  the 
vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  of 
the  class  other  than  members  of  Congress,  be  filled  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Asa  Gray,  J.  D.  Dana,  A.  T.  Stewart,  and  the  reiippoiutment 
of  John  Maclean  and  Peter  Parker.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Education  and  Labor. 
January  6,  1874 — House. 

Mr.  Horace  Maynard  offered  a  joint  resolution  (H.  32)  in  relation 
to  the  appointment  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  E^ducation  and  Labor. 

0 

January  7,  1874 — House. 

Mr.  I.  R.  Sherwood  introduced  joint  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Leo  Lesquereux,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  one  of  the  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion and  Labor. 

Mr.  James  Monroe.  The  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor  have 
had  under  consideration  sundry  resolutions  in  regard  to  filling  vacan- 
cies in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Some 
other  gentlemen  had  asked  for  an  opportunity  to  suggest  names,  but 
there  seemed  to  be  reasons  for  prompt  action  upon  the  subject,  and 
the  committee,  therefore,  instructed  me  to  report  at  once  a  joint  reso- 
lution naming  certain  gentlemen  to  fill  thevse  vacancies. 

The  resolution  now  reported  by  the  c;ommittee  is  identical  with  that 
which  was  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield],  one 
of  the  Regents  of  the  Institution,  with  the  exception  that  in  a  single 
name  we  propose  a  change,  which  it  is  thought  would,  perhaps,  on 
the  whole,  more  fairly  distribute  the  appointment^^  and  meet  better 
certain  interests  which  were  deemed  by  the  committee  to  be  of  great 
impoitance.  The  highest  esteem  and  respect  were  felt  by  the  com- 
mittee for  all  the  gentlemen  whose  names  have  been  suggested,  but, 
on  the  whole,  the  arrangement  proposed  in  the  resolution  which  I  now 
report  seemed  to  the  committee  to  be  the  best  they  could  make. 

The  joint  resolution  provides  that  the  existing  vacancies  in  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  of  the  class  other  than 
members  of 'Congress,  dhall  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Asa  Gray, 
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of  Massachusetts,  in  place  of  Ijoiiis  Atpissiz,  cU>e(»a.sed;  J.  1).  Dana,  oi 
Connecticut,  in  place  of  Theodore  I).  Woolsey;  H(»nrv  Coppee,  in  place 
of  W.  n.  Astor;  and  John  Maclean  and  Peter  Parker,  whose  terim 
have  expired,  are  to  he  reappointed. 

Mr.  lIouACE  Maynard.  Will  the  orentlenian  allow  nu»  to  occupy'  one 
momenta  1  introduced  vesterdav  and  had  referred  to  this  committee 
a  resolution  in  accordance  witli  an  idea  I  entertiiined,  hut  had  had  nc 
occasion  to  express  specially  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  founded 
and  endowed  hy  the  munilicence  of  a  British  su})ject  ''to  increa*se  and 
diflfus(».  knowledfi^e  among  men,"  should  he  made,  so  far  as  iK).s8ible, 
national  in  its  character.  Mow,  in  looking  at  the  list  of  Regents,  ] 
find  that  while  they  are  all  most  excellent  and  eminent  men  (and  I  hope 
the  day  is  far  distant  when  any  s(»ction  of  our  countiy  will  not  have 
eminent  and  distinguished  men  enough  to  more  than  furnish  the  list 
of  Regents),  the  appointments  are  at  present  limited  geographically. 

1  suggest  to  the  chairman  of  the  C -ommittee  on  Education  and  LAboi 
whether,  as  a  matter  of  wise  policy,  it  would  not  l)e  well  to  emphasize 
the  national  chamcter  of  the  Institution  by  extending  geographically 
the  citizenship  of  the  gentlemen  constituting  the  Board  of  Regents. 
With  this  view  1  have  projX)s(Hl,  in  the  joint  rc^solution  introduced 
by  me  yesterday,  that  one  member  of  the  board  shall  be  a  distinguished 
and  eminent  citizen  of  my  own  State.  I  refer  to  Rev.  Dr.  Thomaa 
W.  Humes,  president  of  the  University  of  East  Tennessee,  a  citizen 
by  birth  and  continued  residence  in  that  St^ite,  and  a  gentleman  ol 
great  attainments  and  high  personal  character  -not  that  he  is  more 
distinguished,  more  worthy,  or  in  any  respect  superior  to  the  gentle- 
men who  have  been  named.  I  make  no  such  claim.  But  this  gentle- 
man, if  appointed,  will  be  the  repre.sentative  of  a  large  region  of  our 
country — the  great  Southwest  (embrac*ing  also  a  portion  of  the  South 
and  of  the  West),  whose  scientific  possibilities  are  very  great —whose 
scientific*  resources,  if  I  may  use  that  expression,  have  l>een  hitherto 
very  largely  unconsidered  and  und(>veloi)ed.  It  has  seemed  to  me  Mrise 
to  include  in  the  Board  of  Regents  a  representative  from  that  very 
large  portion  of  our  conuuon  country. 

I  do  not  wish  it  to  ])e  uiuhn'stood  that  I  would  not  accept  as  readily 
any  other  distinguished  name  that  might  be  suggested  that  would  rep- 
resent the  same  general  region  of  country,  but  I  certainly  think  it 
would  give  greater  effect  and  importance  to  the  labors  of  that  Insti- 
tution to  have  its  regency  distributed  more  g(»nerally  throughout  the 
country.  1  am  reminded  ])y  gentlemen  sitting  near  me  that  there  h 
no  one  on  that  ])oard  from  (»ither  the  South  or  the  West. 

I  bring  this  subject  gcMierally  before  the  House.  1  move  to  substi- 
tute the  name  of  Thomas'W.  Humes,  a  citizen  of  Tennessee,  for  that 
of  Henry  Coppee.  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  (i.  F.  lIoAK.   Mr.  Six^aker,  it  may  possibly  interest  the  House 
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if  I  <K*c*upy  II  frw  minutes  in  stilting  thi^  piirpoM*.  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  for  in  view  of  that  puiposc  J  am  sure  the  j^fontleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  MaynardJ  himself  will  commend  the  wisdom  of  the 
recommendations  we  make.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  has  for  its 
Board  of  llegent*^  three  persons  appointed  from  the  members  of  this 
House,  three  ^x^rsons  appointed  from  the  iSenat^s  the  President  of  the 
United  Stat(»s,  the  Chief  cFustiee  of  the  United  States,  and  certiiin 
other  oflBeers  of  the  (lovernment  are  Regents  ex  offieio.  These  offi- 
cers give  the  regency  of  the  Institution  its  national  character.  The 
whole  nation,  of  course,  has  its  voice  in  their  selection.  There  are 
six  other  Regents  who  are  specially  appoint4?d  hy  joint  resolution  of 
Congress,  and  it  is  to  till  vacancies  in  this  number  that  this  resolution 
is  designed. 

The  purpose  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  the  "advancement of 
knowledge  among  men,''  and  after  very  full  and  very  thorough  debate 
at  tjie  time  of  its  origin  the  authorities  of  that  day  determined  that 
it  was  best  to  devote  the  fund  at  their  disposal  not  to  the  mere  dis- 
semination of  knowledge,  as  is  done  by  the  publication  anddi3tri])ution 
of  books,  nor  to  mere  educational  purposes,  as  would  be  done  by  the 
endowment  and  support  of  institutions  for  instruction,  but  that  the 
fund  should  ])e  applied  to  promoting  and  pu)»lishing  the  results  of 
such  original  investigations  Jis  may  tend  to  advance  and  increase  the 
pure  scientific  knowledge  of  mankind.  To  this  end  a  fund  of  alK)ut 
J^700,(H)0,  part  of  which  is  invested  in  ])uildings,  leaving  an  income- 
bearing  fund  of  al)out  ^5<X),<X)0,  is  within  the  control  of  the  Institution. 

The  income  of  that  fund  is  appropriated  in  this  way:  Suppose,  for 
instiince,  an  eminent  mathematician  says  that  he  desires  to  have  made 
a  computiition  in  comiection  with  c(*rtain  investigations  to  determine 
the  cause  of  the  perturbation  of  a  planet,  such  as  those  of  Leverrier 
which  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  planet  Neptunt*.  If  thost^  investi- 
gations require  a  large  amount  of  mathematical  computation  which 
mav  almost  be  termed  mechanical,  this  would  involve  a  jfood  deal  of 
expense  to  him.  Supjx^se  the  Smithsonian  Institution  decides  that 
the  result  of  such  investigjition  will  advance  scientific  knowledge,  it 
will  advance  a  sum  of  mcmey  to  pay  for  such  computations,  if  it  does  not 
pay  anything  to  the  scientific  man  himself  as  compenssition,  or  for 
support.  So  if  a  scientific  man  wishes  to  make  a  certain  in(|uirv  into 
the  laws  of  optics  or  of  el(»ctricity,  and  if  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
is  satisfied  of  the  capacity  of  the  person  and  of  the  usefulness  of  the 
results  likel}'  to  be  obtained,  it  appropriates  such  sum  of  money  as 
may  be  necessary  to  obtjiin  the  requisite  apparatus  and  l(»ts  him  have 
the  use  of  it;  and  then,  if  the  result  of  that  inv«»stigation  is  found  to 
be  of  valm*  to  science,  it  appropriates  the  -money  for  its  publication. 

Now,  ev(»rv))odv  knows  the  familiar  instiince  when  Morse  invented 
his  alphabet  for  recording  telegraphy.     The  knowledge  of  the  laws 
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of  luatj^iiotisin,  whi<'h  iiiadt'  that  niagnitic^'iit  invention  M*rvicH»able  to 
luaukiud,  which  has  ivndi^red  the  name  of  American  science  iUustrious, 
came  from  the  previous  researches  and  investigations  of  Professor 
Henr}%  who  brought  from  the  vast  treasure-hoiLse  of  science  that 
knowledge  of  the  hiws  of  nature  which  the  invention  of  Morse  made 
useful  for  the  practical  benefit  of  mankind.  Now,  in  order  to  deter 
mine  what  papers  are  proper  to  be  published,  or  what  kind  of  inves 
tigations,  among  the  large  niuiil)er  that  are  offered  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  will  l)e  useful  for  the  advancement  of  science,  you  should 
have  amonj;"  the  members  of  that  board  piu'sons  who  are  authority  in 
particular  departments  of  science.  They  are  not  selected  as  a  public 
honor  to  the  persons  themselves;  they  an»  not  selected  for  the  pur 
pose  of  recognizing  the  claims  of  or  of  stnnulating  interest  in  the 
Institution  in  different  ^wrtions  of  the  country;  but  men  are  selected 
whom  Professor  Henrv  and  his  associates  in  that  Institution  deem 
competent  to  decide  in  regard  to  the  particular  scientific  investigations 
which  it  may  be  desired  to  make.  For  instance,  my  distinguished 
friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  MaynardJ  proposed  the  name  of  Professor 
Snell,  of  Amherst  College,  in  place  of  the  late  Professor  AgassLs. 
Professor  Snell,  of  Amhei*st  College,  is  one  of  the  most  eminent 
scholars  of  my  State;  a  pure,  earnest,  modest  devotee  of  learning, 
who  haij  made  a  thousjind  contributions  to  science  from  which  he  has 
received  no  benefit.  But  Professor  Snell's  life  has  been  devoted  to 
the  investigation  of  optic!^*,  magnetism,  and  certain  branches  of  nat- 
ural science,  which  are  also  the  special  pursuits  of  Professor  Henry, 
thr  Secretary  and  Director  of  the  Institution;  and  it  is  not  important, 
therefore,  to  add  at  this  moment  to  the  force  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti 
tution  another  gentleman  who  will  be  an  authority  on  matters  of 
optics,  magnetism,  galvanism,  etc.  But  one  thing  on  which  Professor 
Agassiz,  just  deceased,  was  the  great  authority  in  this  country  and 
the  world  was  natural  history,  including  the  growth  of  animals,  the 
origin  of  sj^ecies,  the  growth  of  plants,  of  trees,  etc.,  and  this  is  l^ 
matter  in  regard  to  which  the  science  of  the  world  is  especially  busy 
ing  itself  at  the  present  time,  and  of  a  knowledge  of  which  the.prac 
tical  need  of  this  country  is  the  greatest. 

Thi*  prairie  lands  v)f  the  Northwest,  which  lie  Ijetween  the  dense  set 
tlements  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  are  in  need  of  the  scientific 
information — us  my  friend  [Mr.  Kelley],  who  does  me  the  honor  to 
listen  to  me,  knows  very  well — which  may  cover  those  lands  with 
forests,  with  shade  trees,  with  vegeuition.  Professor  Gray  is,  per- 
haps, the  greatest  authority  in  the  world  on  that  special  matter.  Now, 
how  idle,  how  unwise,  it  would  be  for  the  members  of  this  House  to 
say  that,  because  Colorado  or  Wyoming  are  to  be  represented  on  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  they  may  appoint 
some  man  from  those  Territories  rather  than  appoint  Professor  Gray, 
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the  greatest  authority  on  this  question.  He  happened  to  reside  at 
Cambridge  in  his  3^>ubh  and  in  the  time  of  his  early  studies.  The 
libraries  and  scientific  appamtus  which  were  necessary  for  the  prose- 
cution of  his  studies  in  that  department  of  science  were  there.  So  in 
the  case  of  Professor  Dana.  I  suppose  any  California  gentleman  on 
this  floor  will  agree  that  no  man  has  been  so  great  a  benefactor  to 
the  development  of  the  mineral  resources  of  the  State  of  California 
as  Professors  Dana  and  Whitney.  (Professor  Whitney,  indeed,  has 
resided  in  California  of  late  years.)  Professor  Dana  is  a  great  author- 
ity on  matters  of  mines  and  minerals,  and  his  life  has  been  where  a 
library  and  apparatus,  making  the  prosecution  of  his  labors  pleasant 
and  profitable,  existed. 

Now  the  name  of  Alexander  T.  Stewart,  a  distinguished  financier, 
has  been  recommended  in  the  place  of  another  man  of  wealth  and  a 
business  man  in  the  State  of  New  York  (Mr.  Astor),  and  the  commit- 
tee would  have  been  delighted  to  adopt  that  reconmiendation;  but  we 
were  infonned  by  a  gentleman  on  the  committee,  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  that  the  state  of  Mr.  Stewart's  health  is  such  that  it  would 
not  be  certain  he  would  be  able  to  give  his  personal  attention  to  the 
business  of  the  Board  of  Regents.  Therefore,  because  it  was  not  a 
matter  of  pei-sonal  honor,  but  because  it  was  a  matter  of  supplying 
the  wants  of  this  Institution,  we  reconmaend  in  his  stead  the  name  of 
an  eminent  man  of  science  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  formerly  the 
head  of  a  university  in  that  State,  who  adds  to  the  reputation  and 
capacity  of  a  scientific  man  great  financial  ability,  as  exhibited  in  the 
management  of  his  institution. 

Mr.  Fernando  Wood.  Will  the  gentlenian  from  Massachusetts, 
before  he  sits  down,  please  tell  me  whether  Mr.  Astor  retires  at  his 
own  request? 

Mr.  Hoar.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Wood.  I  am  sorry  for  it,  for  he  is  one  of  the  best  belles-lettres 
scholars  in  the  country.  I  will  say,  further,  that  I  can  not  see  what 
practical  service  these  gentlemen  render  when  they  come  here  once  a 
year  for  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  HoAB.  I  am  glad  the  gentleman  has  made  that  suggestion. 
Suppose  the  gentleman  from  New  York  goes  to  Professor  Henry  with 
a  paper  composed  by  himself  or  some  friend,  or  asking  an  investiga- 
tion involving  the  use  of  apparatus  or  other  expenditure  from  the 
funds  of  the  Institution;  Professor  Henry  refei-s  that  paper  or  that 
re(iuest  for  an  examination  to  one  of  these  scientific  gentlemen;  he 
sends  it  to  him  at  his  home,  and  he  spends  perhaps  days  or  weeks  in 
determining  whether  the  paper  is  one  proper  to  be  published  at  the 
expense  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  or  whether  the  investigation  is 
one  fit  to  })e  pursued.  This  meeting  once  or  twice  a  year  in  Washing- 
ton is  but  a  trifle  to  the  labor  which  these  five  or  six  scientific  gentle- 
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men  perform  in  the  roiirso  of  th(^  yoiiv.  ThcM*(^  is  residing  in  ni>-  own 
city  u  gentleman,  the  libnirijin  of  th<*  Anti(|uai'iiin  Society  there,  who 
prepared  by  the  la>)or  of  years  a  very  interesting  and  important  paper 
upon  the  origin  of  races  in  this  country — the  aboriginal  settlers  of  the 
country.  That  paper  was  publish(»d  at  the  (»xpense  of  the  "Smithson- 
ian Institute,  and  now  letters  come  from  all  parts  of  Europe- testifying 
to  the  appreciation  of  the  scientific  whrld  of  that  paper  published  by 
the  Smithsonian  Institute.  Now,  the  man  who  is  to  pronounc^e  upon 
the  chamcter  of  a  publi<»ation,  or  upon  the  propriety  of  an  examina- 
tion, should  })e  the  best  authority  upon  that  s|MH'ial  (juestion  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  H.  Maynari).  I  desire,  in  the  first  place,  to  make  a  verlml  cor- 
rection. My  friend  from  Massachusetts  has  fallen  into  a  common 
error  in  speakingof  this  establishment  as  the  "Smithsonian  Institute." 
James  Smithson,  who  founded  it,  called  it  the  "Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution." 

Mr.  IIoAK.  I  am  nuich  o})liged  to  the  gentleman  for  that  correction, 
and  now  will  the  gentleman  be  kind  enough  to  state  to  the  House  with 
regard  to  the  gentleman  whose  name  he  proposes,  what  special  branch 
of  science  he  hiis  devoted  himself  to  ?  I  am  not  myself  as  familiar  with 
his  labors  as  perhaps  I  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Mayxaki).  I  listened  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  with 
great  pletisure  and  instruction,  as  I  always  do.  We  can  best  ascer- 
tain the  character  of  the  Regency  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  by 
giving  the  names  and  residences  of  those  who  recently  constituted  iL 
They  are,  Louis  Agassiz,  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts;  Theodore  D. 
Woolsey,  a  citizen  of  Connecticut;  William  B.  Astor,  a  citizen  of 
New  York;  Peter  Parker  and  William  T.  Sherman,  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington; and  John  Maclean,  a  citizen  of  New  Jersey.  All  of  these 
gentlemen,  it  will  be  seen,  come  within  the  category  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts;  but  the  time  has  not  yet  come,  and  I  trust  it 
never  mav  come,  when  the  scientific  talent  of  the  countrv  will  be  con-  ' 
fined  within  a  limited  area. 

The  gentlemen  proposed  are  all  distinguished,  and  I  did  not  predi- 
cate my  motion  upon  an}'  unfitness,  suggested  or  implied,  or  intended 
to  b(»  understood  in  reference  to  the  superior  fitness  of  any  one  of 
them.  I  suggested  what  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  better  and  wiser 
administration  of  this  great  public  trust,  a  trust  committed  to  us  in 
the  pn^sence  of  the  civilized  world,  and  for  the  wise  administration  of 
which  we  stand  conspicuously  responsible.  My  suggestion  is  that  we 
should  select  the  Regenc^y  from  different  portions  of  the  land,  so  as  to 
represent  the  vast  geography  of  the  whole  country.  The  gentleman  ' 
from  Massachusetts  asks  me  what  have  been  the  distinguishing  studies 
and  the  character  of  the  intellectual  laliors  of  the  eminent  gentleman 
whose  nanu*  I  hav(»  ventured  to  mention — a  divine  of  eminence  in  the 
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Pr()t(»stiint  Kpiscopsil  Church,  and  at  the  head  of  the  leading  university 
of  my  State,  if  not  of  the  great  Southwest.  He  is  eminent  for  his 
high  literary  and  seicntiiic  attainments,  and  has  been  a  scholar  all  his 
life;  and  his  head,  like  mine  and  that  of  my  friend,  begins  to  bleach 
from  the  effect  of  3^ears.  Many  gentlemen  on  this  floor  are  acquainted 
with  him  personall}'  or  by  character,  and  there  will])e  no  controversy, 
I  am  sure,  about  his  fitness  for  this  duty.  But  1  have  placed  the  dis- 
cussion upon  higher  ground.  The  question  is,  whether  it  is  not  a 
wiser,  better,  more  politic  arrangement,  other  things  equal,  to  dis- 
tribute these  oflSces  a  little  more,  rather  than  to  concentrate  the  whole 
Regency  within  a  few  States  upon  the  Atlantic  coast.  With  these 
remarks  I  leave  the  question. 

Mr.  James  Monrok.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to 
what  has  l)een  said  of  the  action  of  the  (»ommittee  on  this  subject.  It 
is  a  matter  of  great  delicacy  to  discuss  this  question  here  in  the  House 
to  any  great  extent,  and  to  discuss  the  multitude  of  names  that  would  at 
once  be  offered  here  if  the  (question  of  the  claims  of  the  several  States 
were  to  be  fully  examined  on  this  floor;  for  their  claims  are  all  very 
excellent  and  very  valid.  I  am  not  without  some  sympathy  with  the 
local  feeling  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  May- 
nardj.  As  a  meml^er  of  the  conmiittee  1  represent  Ohio.  Now,  Ohio 
is  a  State  also;  there  is  some  land  in  Ohio;  it  is  quite  a  piece  of  terri- 
tory, and  1  could  not  help  thinking  of  a  large  nmnber  of  accomplished 
gentlemen  and  dear  friends  of  mine  in  that  State,  some  of  whom  I 
would  ])e  veiT  glad  to  have  named  for  these  plac*es,  and  men-  whom  I 
know  would  have  filled  them  with  credit  to  themselves  and  with  high 
us(»fulness  to  the  objects  of  the  Institution.  But  I  saw  at  once  that 
this  was  just  one  of  those  questions  in  which  we  nmst  give  up  local 
preferences.  In  discussing  a  question  of  science,  of  all  othei's,  I 
imagine  on  the  whole  a  man  will  lie  most  useful  who  can  be  most 
capable,  and  who  can  yield  most  readily  to  local  preference  belonging 
to  his  own  district.  I  recognized  the  necessity  for  that;  and,  although 
I  had  no  doubt  1  had  even  in  my  own  Congressional  district,  where 
there  are  four  colleges  of  a  very  high  order,  the  very  l>est  men  in  the 
world  to  fill  these  vacancies,  I  thought  it  (juite  right  to  make  the  great 
sacrifice  of  yi(»lding  up  this  question  of  the  local  claims  of  my  Con- 
gressional district. 

What  is  there  of  locality  about  these  great  namrs  in  science?  Who 
cares  anything  about  where  their  domicile  is^  How  inferior  any 
question  of  that  sort  is  in  comparison  with  the  high  commission  upon 
which  God  has  sent  them  into  this  world  and  the  grand  work  they  are 
accomplishing!  Will  anybody  who  hears  me  tell  me  that  Professor 
Dana,  of  New  Haven,  is  not  a  man  in  whom  my  own  locality  will  be 
interested^  He  belongs  to  my  locality;  he  belongs  to  my  vicinage; 
he  is  my  neighlK)r:  he  is  one  of  the  nearest  and  best  of  my  neighbors; 
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ho  is  bv  intpllcM't  anions  the  nu'ii  in  whom  my  n<M«jrhl)()rho<Hl  has  the 
deop<'st  interost;  h(*  Ix^onjfs  to  my  lUMjifhlMU'hood.  and  so  do  Professor 
Gray  and  Professor  Ajnussiz.  Thov  have,  hv  the  ser\'ice.s  th(»v  have 
rendered  and  an*  renderinjr  to  seience,  seeuri'd  tlie  interest  not  only 
of  New  England,  New  York,  Init  the  interest  of  the  whoh*  world. 
And  there  is  no  hotter  prineiph*,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  whieh  to  select 
those  men  than  to  search  dilijrently  for  the  best  and  put  them  in 
these  plae(*s.  We  therefore  thou^^ht  it  h(\st  upon  the  whole  to  make 
this  rej)ort  and  seeure  its  adoption  hy  the  House  if  we  could. 

Mr.  S.  S.  ('ox.  I  ask  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio  to  yield  to  me  ft>r.a 
moment. 

Mr.  Monroe.  J  was  going  to  demand  tln'  previous  question  on  this 
matter,  but  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  I  recog- 
nize his  right  to  he  heard.  • 

Mr.  Cox.  I  would  not  intrude  my  voiet»  on  the  House  on  this  quefci- 
tion  l)ut  for  the  fact  that  for  som«»  dozen  of  vears  1  have  be(»n  more  or 
loss  associated  with  this  Smithsonian  regency:  and  1  would  say  to  the 
House  we  have  never  had  any  special  nin^d  for  men  of  financial  ability, 
at  least  since  I  have  been  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Our 
aifairs  have  l)ecn  conducted  with  economy.  There  has  br'en  no  surplus 
which  has  not  been  used  in  a  })roper  way,  and  there  has  lietMi  no  defi- 
ciency. I  supposed  the  I^ard  of  Regents  had  sent  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Stewart  in  pla<'e  of  Mr.  Astor  after  some  consultation  with  him.  but  I 
learn  this  committee  has  withdrawn  the  name  of  Mr.  Stewart  on  the 
simple  suggestion  that  his  health  is  not  good. 

I  propose  to  amend  the  amendment  ottered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  so  as  to  replace  the  name  of  Mr.  Alexander  T.  Stcw^art,  of 
Now  York;  and  I  do  it  for  this  reason:  There  is  no  special  need  or 
requirement  for  the  presence  of  these  Regents  at  Washington  except 
once  or  twice  a  year.  There  is  no  special  need  for  any  culture  in  any 
particular  line  of  science,  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  Reg(»nts  at  least, 
for  we  are  supplied  with  men  of  that  quality  in  the  pn^sidents  and  pro- 
fessors of  colleges  who  are  now  there.  But  I  will  say,  Mr.  Sj^^iiker, 
on  l)ehalf  of  Mr.  Stewart,  who  is  i)erhaps  entirely  ignorant  of  these 
proceedings,  that  he  adds  to  his  great  wealth,  his  wonderful  meixmn- 
tile  ability,  and  his  skill  in  tinance,  rare  education  and  great  reline- 
nient  of  culture.  He  would  give  strength,  solidity,  iirmness,  to  this 
Institution.  I  think  the  original  idea  should  be  carried  out  and  his 
name  replaced.  Then  we  would  avoid  all  these  discussions  as  to  the 
particular  lo(*alities  which  have  lM»en  raised  l)y  the  gentleman  from 
Tennesse<^  |Mr.  Maynard]  in  the  suggestion  of  a  man  from  that  State. 
I  therefore  move  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  by  inserting  the  name  of  Alexander  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  MoNROK.  I  now  yield  five  minutes  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  |Mr.  Storm],  a  mem})er  of  the  committee,  after  which  I 
propose  to  call  the  previous  question. 
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Mr.  John  B.  Storm.  I  hope  that  the  resohitioii,  as  modified  })y  the 
Committee  on  Education  and  Labor,  will  be  adopted.  That  committee 
carefully  considered  the  resolution  referred  to  and  came  to  the  con- 
clusion which  they  have  reported.  The  name  of  Mr.  Stewart  was 
before  that  committee,  together  with  several  other  name^s.  After  full 
discussion  and  interchange  of  view^s  by  the  members  of  the  committee 
they  came  to  this  conclusion,  and  I  trust  the  action  of  the  (committee 
wiU  be  approved  by  this  House  at  this  time. 

If  we  follow  the  course  indicated  b}^  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Maynard]  and  the  gentleman  from  New^  York  [Mr.  Cox]  I  have 
no  doubt  that  every  gentleman  upon  this  floor  has  some  particular 
friend  whom  he  would  desire  to  honor  by  suggeMing  his  name  for 
this  position.  The  committee  have  looked  solely  to  the  qualifications, 
scientific  and  literaiy,  of  the  peraons  whose  names  have  been  suggested. 
If  the  gentleman  can  give  one  reason  or  state  one  single  particular 
wherein  Mr.  Stewart  is  superior  to  Professor  Copp^e,  I  will  yield  to 
him.  Mr.  Stewart  is  a  merchant  of  large  business,  engrossed  and 
absorbed  in  mercantile  pursuits.  I  dare  say  he  would  be  entirely 
unable  to  pay  any  attention  at  all  to  any  question  that  might  l>e 
referred  to  him  should  he  be  appointed  to  this  place. 

Professor  Coppee,  as  a  scientific  and  litemry  man,  is  abreast  with 
the  age  upon  all  questions  of  science,  and  is  largely  interested  in 
metallurgy,  civil  engineering,  and  mining,  questions  which  are  now 
pressing  themselves  upon  the  attention  of  our  colleges  and  schools, 
and  the  study  of  which  is  replacing  the  old  study  of  the  dead  lan- 
guages. He  has  given  great  attention  to  these  mattei's  and  is  to-day 
in  Pennsylvania  one  of  the  leading  scientific  minds  upon  all  these  great 
questions  in  which  the  people  have  such  a  deep  interest.  I  think  that 
it  is  due  to  that  class  of  our  pi»ople  that  they  should  be  represented 
upon  the  Board  of  Regents  by  such  a  man  as  Professor  Coppee.  He 
is  in  every  wa}'  qualified  for  the  place,  and  I  think  to  strike  him  from 
the  list  proposed  would  be  an  ungracious  act  and  one  which  the  House 
would  not  desire  to  perform,  and  to  replace  him  by  a  man  who  haa 
nothing  })ut  his  wealth  to  recommend  him. 

Professor  Coppee  has  a  thorough  military  training,  has  been  honor- 
ably connected  with  some  of  our  most  honored  colleges,  and  is  now 
the  president  of  the  Packer  University.  He  has  published  one  of  the 
best  text-books  we  have  on  logic  and  rhi^toric;  he  is  the  historian  of 
General  Grant,  and  his  criticisms  on  the  military  movements  of  the 
Army  in  the  late  war  are  the  best  we  hav^e.  He  is  a  scholar  of  high 
attainments  and  of  great  financial  ability,  and  hLs  appointment  would 
be  a  deserved  compliment  to  his  great  talent. 

Mr.  Monroe.  I  now  call  the  previous  question. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  James  G.  Blaine).  Does  the  gentleman  call  the 
previous  question  on  the  bill  and  amendments? 


I » 
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Mr.  Monroe.  At  tho  oarnost  ivciuost  of  jjontlomrn,  I  j^ivc  my  jxt- 
sonal  consent  that  a  vote  should  be  hiul  upon  the  anien(bn(Mits. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Randall.   Did  the  eommitt4'e  instruct  you  tc  do  that^ 

Mr.  Monroe.  No;  the  conimittee  gave  nie  no  instructions. 

Mr.  Randall.  Then  you  can  not  })erniit  it. 

Mr.  Monroe.  I  merely  said  that  I  was  willing  to  have  votes  t^iken 
on  these  amendments. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Hoar.  Allow  me  to  make  a  suggestion.  Should  the 
House  vote  down  the  previous  (luestion  and  permit  amendments  to  be 
in  order,  and  the  name  of  any  gentleman  should  be  proposed  and 
rejected,  it  would  put  him  in  a  v<»ry  uncomfortable  i)ositiQji.  But 
if  the  House  should  sustain  the  previous  question,  it  will  det<*rmine 
that  the  House  will  adopt  the  recommendations  of  th(»  committee  as  a 
whole.  1  hope,  therefore,  thiit  the  chairman  [Mr.  Monroe*]  will  insist 
upon  the  previous  ijuestion  upon  the  bill  without  amendments. 

Mr.  jVLaynard.  After  having  di»bat<Hl  the  matter  for  half  an  hour,  I 
think  that  it  is  an  unkind  suggestion. 

Mr.  Randall.  I  think  there  is  but  one  safe  course  for  us  to  pursue 
in  all  such  matters.  We  can  not  in  this  House  canvass  the  personal 
merit.s  or  (lualitications  of  individuals.  I  dare  say  that  Mr.  Stewart  is 
a  very  proper  man  for  the  plac»e.  But  the  committcM*  have  fully 
examined  the  whole  (question  and  have  made  their  rejM)rt.  f  think 
the  only  safe  course  for  us  to  pursue  is  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  (;oin- 
mittee. 

In  regard  to  Professor  Coppee,  allow  me  to  say  that  he  is  a  gentle- 
man 1  have  known  for  years.  He  is  a  professor  in  the  university  ifa 
whi(!h  1  was  partly  educated,  and  is  without  a  superior  in  science  or 
literature  in  this  country.     He  would  be  a  very  worthy  successor  to 

ft/  ft  ft 

Mr.  Agassiz. 

Mr.  Monroe.   I  must  now  call  the  previous  question. 

The  Sfeakek.   Does  the  gentleman  include  amendments^ 

Mr.  MoNKOE.  I  have  given  my  constant  personally.  Am  I  the 
proper  person  to  decide  that  question^ 

The  Speaker.  The  only  person. 

Mr.  Monroe.  Then  I  will  call  for  the  previous  question  upon  the 
bill  and  amendments  of  the  gentleman  froju  Tennessee  |Mr.  Maynard] 
and  tlie  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Coxj. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered. 

The  Speaker.  The  gentU'man  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Maynard]  moves 
to  insert  inst(»ad  of  the  name  of  Henry  Coppee,  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
name  of  Thomas  W.  Humes,  of  Tennessee.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Cox|  moves,  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  to 
inseit,  instead  of  the  name  of  Mr.  Humes,  the  name  of  Alexander  T. 
Stewart,  of  New  York.  The  first  (juestion  is  upon  the  amendment  to 
the  amcndm<rnt. 
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The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  que>?tion  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Maynard,  it  wa« 
not  agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  passed. 
January  12,  1874 — Senate. 

Mr.  T.  O.  Howe,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Senate  resolution  of  January  5,  1874,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed.     Agreed  to. 

The  same  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution 
from  the  House  filling  existing  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  reported  it  back  without  amendment, 
and  with  the  recommendation  that  it  pass;  whicl^  was  ordered  to  lie 
over. 

January  13,  1874 — Senate. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Stevenson  moved  to  take  up  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
House  providing  for  the  appointment  and  reappointment  of  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which  on  January  12  was  ordered  to 
lie  over,  and  it  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

January  19,  1874. 

Remlved^  etc,  That  the  existing  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  of  the  class  other  than  members  of  Con- 
gress,  shall  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Asa  Gray,  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  place  of  LouLs  Agassiz,  deceased;  J.  D.  Dana,  of  Connecticut, 
in  place  of  Theodore  D.  Woolsey ;  and  Henry  Copp^e,  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  place  of  W.  B.  Astor;  and  John  Maclean,  and  Peter  Parker,  whose 
terms  have  expired,  shall  be  reappointed. 

(Stat.,  XVIII,  Part  3,  285.) 

December  10,  1874 — Senate. 

Mr.  H.  Hamlin  offered  joint  resolution: 

That  the  existing  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
of  the  claHS  other  than  members  of  Congress,  shall  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Greorge  Bancroft,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  place  of  William  T.Shenuan,  resigned. 

Mr.*  Hamlin.  I  will  say  only  that  there  is  an  existing  vacancy,  as 
stated  in  that  resolution,  oi^casioned  by  the  resignation  of  General 
Sherman,  who  has  moved  from  this  city.  The  law  requires  that  that 
Regent  shall  be  from  the  city.  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  eminent  historian, 
has  come  here  to  reside.  All  three  of  the  Board  of  Regents  on  the 
part  of  this  body  think  it  is  eminently  fitting  that  he  should  be  desig- 
nated by  Congress  to  fill  that  existing  vacancy. 

Adopted. 
December  11, 1874 — House. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Samuel  Hooper,  the  joint  resolution  appointing 
George  Bancroft  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  place  of 
William  T.  Sherman,  resigned,  was  taken  up  and  passed. 
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December  18,  1874. 

RcMolved,,  ete,^  That  the  cxistinji:  vacanry  in  tho  Board  of  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  of  the  class  other  than  niem})ers  of  Con- 
gress, shall  be  tilled  by  the  appointment  of  (ireorge  Hanrroft,  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  in  plaee  of  William  T.  Sherman,  rrsigued. 

(Stat,  XVIII,  Part  8,  528.) 

REPORT   OF   SMITHSONIAN    IXSTITI  TION. 

February  13,  1874— Senate. 

Annual  report  for  1878  laid  before  the  Senate. 
Mr.  H.  IlA>n.ix  offered  the  following: 

Resolved  {the  Uoun'  of  Reprc»ent(it\Vi'3<  iimcMrrimf],  That  12,500  luJilitional  copies  of 
the  report  of  the  Siiiithsonian  Institution  for  the  year  1S73  Ih'  print(Ml,  2,r>00  of 
which  shall  Ix?  for  the  uhc  of  the  Senate,  5,000  for  the  use  of  the  Houw,  and  5,000  for 
the  use  of  the  Ijistitution:  l^ovidv.dy  That  the  ajrgri'gate  numluT  of  jiages  of  said  report 
shall  not  ext^eed  450,  and  tliat  then>  shall  )x'  no  illustrations  except  tiiose  furnished 
by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

February  20,  1874— Senate. 

Mr.  II.  B.  Anthony.  The  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  resolution  to  print  extra  <'opies  of  the  rei)()it  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  have  directed  inc*  to  report  it  back  with  amendments 
and  to  ask  for  its  present  consideration. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  proposed  to  amend  the  resohition  so  as 
to  make  it  read: 

Resolved  (the  House  of  Represnitatm'H  (vncurrinfj),  That  7,500  mMitional  (Copies  of  the 
report-  of  the  Rmithsonian  Institution  for  the  yeiir  1S73  Ik»  j)riute<.l,  500  of  which  nhall 
be  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  1,01X)  for  the  use  of  the  House,  and  6,000  for  the  use  of 
the  Institution. 

Mr.  Anthony.  The  customary  publication  of  this  document  hius  been 
12,500  copies;  5,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  2^500 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  5,000  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. We  now  have  reported  to  increase  the  numl^er  to  the 
Institution  from  5,000  to  6,000,  to  reduce  the  number  for  the  Senate 
from  2,500  to  500,  and  to  reduce  the  numlx?r  for  the  House  from  5,000 
to  l,tX)i).  If  the  number  for  Congress  is  reduced  so  much,  the' Insti- 
tution will  recjuire  a  little  more,  so  the  Regents  think.  This,  I  believe, 
is  the  tirst  resohition  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  have  reix)rted  at 
this  session  for  printing  any  additional  doi'uments.  The  number  is 
exceedingl}^  small,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  those  who  are  best 
acquainted  with  the  Institution,  especially  of  those  w^ho  have  l)een 
charged  on  the  part  of  Congress  with  participation  in  its  management, 
that  there  should  be  some  extra  copies,  and  in  deferen(5e  to  them  we 
have  made  the  recrommendation. 

Mr.  Lot  M.  Mokrill,  of  Maine.  I  should  like  to  inquire  of  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  whether  he  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  Con- 
gress, in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  passed  a  resolution  suspending 
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the  publu'ation  of  documents,  and  whether  this  is  in  harmony  with  the 
expression  of  Congress? 

Mr.  Anthony.  That  has  not  passed  the  House. 

Mr.  Morrill.  It  passed  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Anthony.  If  the  Senator  asfes  my  judgment,  I  think  this  is 
not  in  conformity  with  that. 

Mr.  Morrill.  I  should  think  that  until  the  Senate  reconsiders  that 
proposition  we  ought  to  adhere  to  it.  Yesterday  some  proposition 
came  from  the  Committee  on  Printing  of  a  similar  kind. 

Mr.  Anthony.  What  one  ? 

Mr.  Morrill.  Recommending  the  publication  of  some  document. 

Mr.  Anthony.  That  was  for  the  use  of  the  proper  Department,  not 
for  the  use  of  Congreas.  It  was  only  500  copies  of  a  medical  report 
that  was  thought  to  be  valuable  for  scientific  purposes,  and  they  are 
to  be  distributed  entirely  by  the  Department. 

Mr.  MoKRiLL.  I  think  we  ought  not  to  go  into  retail  in  printing 
when  in  wholesale  we  have  resolved  not  to  print;  and  I  do  think  it  is 
wise  to  adhere  to  the  resolution  that  we  passed,  at  least  until  some  full 
understanding  as  to  the  publicution  and  distribution  of  documents  is 
had. 

Mr.  Anthony.  I  do  not  think  we  are  bound  by  a  proposition  that 
has  only  passed  one  House  of  Congress;  but  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  and  I 
will  leave  that  to  the  Senator  from  Maine. 

Mr.  Morrill.  I  think  we  should  have  a  little  respect  for  our  own 
action,  whether  the  House  chooses  to  concur  or  not. 

Mr.  H.  Hamlin.  I  wish  to  state  a  fact.  I  may  say  in  behalf  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  that  I  think  this  is  entirely  distinct  from  the 
documents  which  we  publish  sent  to  us  from  the  Departments  or  which 
emanate  from  our  committees.  This  is  purely  a  scientific  work.  It 
is  the  annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  made  in  pursuance 
of  law  to  this  body.  To  myself  it  may  seem  of  very  nmch  less  value 
than  to  many  others,  but  1  think  no  man  can  ever  examine  a  single  report 
of  that  Institution  without  being  impressed  with  its  gn»at  value.  These 
reports  are  for  the  genei-al  reader  perhaps  of  little  use,  being  some- 
what technical  and  scientific,  but  yet  they  are  of  iuniiense  value  to  the 
world,  and  they  are  ti*ansmitted  all  over  the  world,  and  we  receive 
back  in  exchange  the  sc^ientific  reports  of  different  societies  and  differ- 
ent governments.  I  think  this  stands  entirely  distinct  from  the  docu- 
ments oidinarily  printed  by  Congress;  and  I  do  not  think  the  law  or 
resolution  to  which  my  colleague  refers  ought  to  apply  to  this  report, 
if  it  does  technically;  and  if  it  does,  this  has  got  to  pass  the  ordeal  of 
the  House,  and  it  must  be  by  a  concurrent  vote,  which  will  express 
their  opinion  that  this  stands  distinct  from  other  matters,  as  well  as 
our  own.     I  hope  the  resolution  will  l>e  concurred  in. 
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Mr.  Alex.  Ramsey.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  that  the  coniniittec 
have  it  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen.  I  hope  Congress  will  adopt  some  measure  l)}- 
which  that  which  transpires  here  may  be  circulated  and  disseminated 
among  the  people.  At  a  large  expense  we  print  every  day  a  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  Congress.  What  good  does  it  do?  The  people 
do  not  get  it.     No  provision  is  made  for  its  circulation. 

Now,  as  to  the  idea  that  the  people  are  opposed  to  this,  I  was  very 
much  struck  by  a  remark  which  was  made — I  do  not  know  but  that 
it  was  in  one  of  the  articles  which  were  read  here  j^^esterday — that  a 
million  of  people  might  petition  Congress,  but  we  must  remember 
there  are  thirty-nine  millions  that  are  not  heard  from.  I  believe  the 
people  want  information  as  to  what  transpires  here,  and  it  is  their 
right  to  have  it,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  give  them  the  opportunity  to 
know  what  we  do. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony.  I  believe  when  this  report  was  presented  the 
usual  niunber  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  If  not,  I  will  make  that 
motion.     That  number  ought  to  be  printed  at  any  rate. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  M.  H.  Carpenter).  It  was  ordered. 
The  Chair  understands  objection  to  be  made  to  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine.  Yes,  sir. 

The  President 'pro  tempore.  The  resolution  will  lie  over. 

February  27,  1874— Senate. 

Mr.  H.  Hamlin.  I  move  to  take  up  the  resolution  for  the  printing 
of  the  Smithsonian  report.  I  think  it  will  detain  the  Senate  but  a 
moment.     It  was  up  the  other  morning. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hamlin.  My  colleague  interposed  some  objection  to  the  res- 
olution because  there  were  600  copies  provided  for  in  it  for  the  Senate 
and  1,000  for  the  House.  I  have  conferred  with  my  colleague,  and  I 
have  also  conferred  with  the  Senator  who  reported  the  resolution,  and 
with  their  concurrence  I  move  now  to  strike  out  the  whole  number 
appropriated  to  both  the  Senate  and  House.  That  will  be  my  first 
motion.  I  shall  follow  that  with  another  motion  to  increase  the  num- 
ber to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  by  1,500,  which  is  just  the  number 
stricken  out.  That  takes  away  entirely  the  objection  to  printing  any 
(jopies  for  our  own  distribution.  I  transfer  that  number  to  the  Insti- 
tution for  this  reason:  I  take  it  every  Senator,  like  myself,  has  sup- 
plied the  principal  libraries  of  the  State  for  years  with  this  work. 
They  will  want  it,  and  they  will  cease  to  call  upon  us,  but  they  will 
call  upon  the  Institution  for  it,  and  that  number  which  was  proposed 
for  the  Senate  and  for  the  House  will  be  transferred  there,  and  there 
they  will  find  them. 

I  want  to  say  also,  in  this  connection,  that  by  an  exchange  of  this 
H.  Doc.  732 46 
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ven'  work  with  foreign  societies  and  foreign  govornmonts  we  add  to 
our  Congressional  Library  works  of  value,  amounting  to  between 
2,000  and  3,000  volumes  annually. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  M.  H.  Carpenter).  The  resolution 
will  be  read  as  proposed  to  be  amended. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  If  amended  as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  the  resolution  will  read: 

Resolved  {the  Howe  of  ReirresenlaliveH  ronnirring)^  That  7,5(X)  additional  copies  of 
the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  year  1873  lie  printed  for  the  ase 
of  the  Institution:  Provided^  That  the  aggregate  number  of  pages  of  said  report  sball 
not  exceed  450,  and  that  there  shall  Ix;  no  illustrations  except  those  furnished  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  resolution  as  amended  agreed  to. 

May  15,  1874^Hou9e. 

Mr.  W.  G.  DoNNAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
l)ack,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be  concurred  in,  concurrent 
resolution  from  the  Senate: 

That  7,500  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the 
year  1873  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Institution:  Provided^  That  the  aggrefiate 
number  of  pages  of  said  report  shall  not  exceed  450,  and  that  there  l)e  no  illustmtioDfl 
except  those  furnished  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  W.  S.  HoLMAN.  Does  that  resolution  propose  to  give  all  the 
copies  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution? 

Mr.  DoNNAN.  1  desire  to  say  to  the  House  that  this  resolution  pro- 
poses 5,000  less  than  the  usual  number  of  copies,  but  we  make  no 
provision  for  furnishing  any  copies  to  members  of  Congress.  The 
whole  number  is  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  ought  to  be  some  copies 
for  members  of  Congress.  I  think  it  would  be  fair  not  to  increase 
the  number,  but  to  divide  it  up  so  that  a  portion  shall  be  distributed 
by  Senators  and  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DoNNAN.  This  is  a  Senate  resolution,  and  it  was  believed,  inas* 
much  as  members  of  Congress  have  no  means  of  distributing  the  doc- 
uments, that  they  could  obtain  such  copies  as  they  desired  for  their 
own  use  from  the  Institution. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  small  number 
provided  for  members  of  Congress.  Most  of  us  are  perfectly  willing 
to  send  them  to  our  constituents.  I  think  one-third  of  the  number 
should  be  furnished  for  the  use  of  members  of  Congress.  What  is 
the  number  which  the  resolution  proposes  to  have  printed  i 

Mr.  DoNNAN.  Seventy -five  hundred  for  distribution  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  Seventy-five  hundred  all  together? 

Mr.  DoNNAN.  Yes;  and  the  usual  number  was  12,000. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  Then  I  would  move  to  amend  the  resolution  so  that 
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3,000  copies  shall  be  furnished  to  the  Senate  and  House — 2,000  for 
the  House  and  1,000  for  the  Senate — and  that  the  remaining  4,500 
shall  be  for  the  Institution. 

Mr.  DoNNAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  House  voting  on  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Hoar.  1  did  not  understand  whether  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  was  to  add  to  the  number. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  No;  but  to  divide  the  number  proposed  so  as  to  give 
a  portion  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Hoar.  I  desire  to  say  that  this  number  is  only  what  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  desires  for  distribution,  a^ncording  to  its  systems, 
among  the  libraries  and  colleges  of  the  country,  and  for  its  exchanges. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  proper  or  wise  for  the  House  to  take  away 
a  part  of  the  ordinary  number  furnished  to  this  Institution  for  the 
purpose  of  distributing  this  document  to  favored  constituents  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House.  If  members  desire  copies  for  distribution  I 
think  they  should  add  to  and  not  diminish  the  regular  supply  to  the 
Institution.  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  so  that  the  number 
proposed  for  the  House  and  Senate  shall  be  in  addition  to  the  number 
proposed  by  the  resolution. 

Agreed  to. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  concurred  in. 

December  14,  1874 — Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Sargent  the  House  resolution  of  May  15, 
1874,  ordering  10,500  extras  of  the  report  of  the  Institution  for  1873, 
was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

January  26,  1875 — House. 

Annual  report  for  the  year  1874  laid  before  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

February  8,  1875 — House. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Hoar  moved  to  have  additional  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  printed. 

February  24,  1875 — House. 

Mr.  W.  G.  DoNNAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
concurrent  resolution: 

That  10,500  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  year  1874 
be  printed,  2,000  copies  of  which  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 1,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  7,500  for  the  use  of  the  Institution:  Provided^ 
That  the  aggregate  number  of  pages  of  said  report  shall  not  exceed  450,  and  that 
there  shall  be  no  illustrations  except  those  furnished  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Agreed  to. 

February  27,  1875^Senate. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
back  the  resolution  of  House  of  February  24,  which  was  concurred  in. 
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INTERNATIONAL   EXCHANGES. 

June  20,  1874. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  art  for  1875. 

Library  of  Congi'ess:  For  expenses  of  exclianging  public  documents 
for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,500. 
(Stat.,XVm,  Parts,  88.) 

March  3,  1875, 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1876. 

Library  of  Congress:  For  expenses  of  exchanging  public  documents 
for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,600. 
(Stat,  XVUI,  Part  3,  347.) 

DOCUMENTS. 

June  20,  1874. 

Be  it  enacted^  etc.     *    *    * 

Sec.  6.  That  at  the  close  of  every  session  of  Congress  the  Secretary 
of  State  shall  cause  to  be  distributed  pamphlet  copies  of  the  acts  and 
resolves  of  Congress  for  that  session,  edited  and  printed  in  the  man- 
ner aforesaid,  as  follows:  To  the  *  *  *  Smithsonian  Institution, 
five  copies.     *    *    * 

Sec.  7.  That  after  the  close  of  each  Congress  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall  have  edited,  printed,  and  bound  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
volumes  containing  the  Statutes  at  Large  enacted  by  that  Congress 
to  enable  him  to  distribute  copies,  or  as  many  thereof  as  may  be 
needed,  as  follows:  To  the  *  *  *  Smithsonian  Institution,  two 
copies.     *    *    * 

(Stat.,  XVin,  Part  3,  113.) 

ACT  OF  ORGANIZATION   OF  THE   SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 

June  22,  1874. 

Revised  Statutes. 

Preamble. — James  Smithson,  esq.,  of  London,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  having  by  his  last  will  and  testament  given  the  whole 
of  his  property  to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  found,  at  Wash- 
ington, under  the  name  of  the  "Smithsonian  Institution,"  an  estab- 
lishment for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men;  and 
the  United  States  having,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  received  said  property 
and  accepted  said  trust;  therefore,  for  the  faithful  execution  of  said 
trust,  according  to  the  will  of  the  liberal  and  enlightened  donor, 

Sec.  5579.  The  President,  the  Vice-President,  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  the  Postmaster-Geneml,  the  Attorney-General,  the  Chief 
Justice,  the  Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office,  and  the  governor  of 
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the  nistrict  of  Columbia,  and  .such  other  pci*sons  as  thoy  may  elect 
honorary  membei-s,  are  hereby  constituted  an  establishment,  l^y  the 
name  of  the  ''Smithsonian  Institution,"  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men;  and  by  that  name  shall  be  known  and  have 
perpetujil  succession,  with  the  powers,  limitations,  and  restrictions 
hereinafter  contained,  and  no  other. 

Sec.  5580.  The  business  of  the  Institution  shall  be  conducted  at  the 
city  of  Washington  by  a  Board  of  Regents,  named  the  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  be  composed  of  the  Vice-President, 
the  Chief  Jastice  of  the  United  States,  and  the  governor  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  three  membei's  of  the  Senate  and  three  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives;  together  with  six  other  persons  other  than 
meml)ei*s  of  Congress,  two  of  whom  shall  be  resident  in  the  city  of 
Washington;  and  the  other  four  shall  be  inhabitants  of  some  State, 
but  IK)  two  of  them  of  the  same  State. 

Skc.  5581.  The  Regents  to  be  selected  shall  be  appointed  as  follows: 
The  members  of  the  Senate  bv  the  President  thereof;  the  members  of 
the  House  by  the  Speaker  thereof;  and  the  six  other  persons  by  joint 
resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.  The  members 
of  the  House  so  appointed  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years;  and 
on  every  alternate  fourth  Wednesday  of  December  a  like  number  shall 
be  appointed  in  the  same  manner,  to  serve  until  the  fourth  Wednesday 
in  December,  in  the  second  year  succeeding  their  appointment.  The 
Senators  so  appointed  shall  serve  during  the  term  for  which  they  shall 
hold,  without  reelection,  their  office  as  Senators.  Vacancies,  occasioned 
by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  as  vacancies  in  com- 
mittees are  filled.  The  regular  term  of  service  for  the  other  six  mem- 
bers shall  be  six  years;  and  new  elections  thereof  shall  be  made  by 
joint  resolutions  of  Congress.  Vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  resigna- 
tion, or  otherwise  may  be  filled  in  like  manner  by  joint  resolution  of 
Congress. 

Sec.  5582.  The  Regents  shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington  and 
elect  one  of  their  number  as  Chancellor,  who  shall  be  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  called  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  and  a  suitable  person  as  Secretary  of  the 
Institution,  who  shall  also  be  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 
The  Board  shall  also  elect  three  of  their  own  body  as  an  executive 
committee,  and  the  Regents  shall  fix  on  the  time  for  the  regular  meet- 
ings of  the  Board;  and,  on  application  of  any  thrfee  of  the  Regents  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Institution,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  appoint  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  of  which  he  shall  give  notice, 
by  letter,  to  each  of  the  members;  and,  at  any  meeting  of  the  Board, 
five  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business.  Each  member  of  the 
Board  shall  be  paid  his  necessary  traveling  and  other  actual  expenses, 
in  attending  meetings  of  the  Board,  which  shall  be  audited  by  the 
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executive  committee,  and  recorded  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board;  but 
his  service  as  Regent  shall  be  gratuitous. 

Sec.  6683.  The  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents  shall  take  charge 
of  the  building  and  property  of  the  Institution,  and  shall,  under  their 
direction,  make  a  fair  and  accurate  record  of  all  their  proceedings,  to 
be  preserved  in  the  Institution;  and  shall  also  discharge  the  duties  of 
librarian  and  of  keeper  of  the  museum,  and  may,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Board  of  Regents,  employ  assistants. 

Sec.  5684.  The  Secretary  and  his  assistants  shall,  respectively,  receive 
for  their  services  such  sum  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Regents, 
to  be  paid  semiannually  on  the  1st  day  of  January  and  July;  and  shall 
be  removable  by  the  Board  of  Regents  whenever,  in  their  judgment, 
the  interests  of  the  Institution  require  such  removal. 

Sec  5585.  The  members  and  honorary  members  of  the  Institution 
may  hold  stated  and  special  meetings,  for  the  supervision  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Institution  and  the  advice  and  instruction  of  the  Board  of 
Regents,  to  be  called  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  the  by-laws  of  the 
Institution,  at  which  the  President,  and  in  his  absence  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent, shall  preside. 

Sec  5586.  Whenever  suitable  arrangements  can  be  made  from  time 
to  time  for  their  reception,  all  objects  of  art  and  of  foreign  and  curious 
research,  and  all  objects  of  natural  history,  plants,  and  geological  and 
mineralogical  specimens  belonging  to  the  United  States,  which  nmy 
be  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  whosesoever  custody  they  may  be,  shall 
be  delivered  to  such  persons  as  may  be  authorized  by  the  Board  of 
Regents  to  receive  them,  and  shall  be  so  arranged  and  classitied  in  tiie 
building  erected  for  the  Institution  as  best  to  facilitate  the  examina- 
tion and  study  of  them;  and  whenever  new  specimens  in  natural  history, 
geology,  or  mineralogy,  are  obtained  for  the  museum  of  the  Institution, 
by  exchanges  of  duplicate  specimens,  which  the  Regents  may  in  their 
discretion  make,  or  by  donation,  which  they  may  receive,  or  otherwise, 
the  Regents  shall  cause  such  new  specimens  to  be  appropriately 
classed  and  arranged.  The  minerals,  books,  manuscripts,  and  other 
property  of  James  Smithson,  which  have  been  received  by  the  Gk>y- 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  preserved  separate  and  apart 
from  other  property  of  the  Institution. 

Sec.  5587.  The  Regents  shall  make,  from  the  interest  of  the  fund, 
an  appropriation,  not  exceeding  an  average  of  $25,000  annually,  for  the 
gi*adual  formation  of  a  library  composed  of  valuable  works  pertaining 
to  all  departments  of  human  knowledge.     [See  sees.  94,  99,  100.] 

Sec  5588.  The  site  and  lands  selected  for  buildings  for  the  Smitlir* 
sonian  Institution  shall  be  deemed  appropriated  to  the  Institution,  and 
the  record  of  the  description  of  such  site  and  lands,  or  a  copy  thereof, 
certified  by  the  Chancellor  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  shall 
be  received  as  evidence  in  all  courts  of  the  extent  and  boundaries  of 
the  lands  appropriated  to  the  Institution. 
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Sec.  5589.  All  laws  for  the  protection  of  public  property  in  the  city 
of  Washington  shall  apply  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the  protection  of 
the  lauds,  buildings,  and  other  property  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion. All  moneys  recovered  by  or  accruing  to,  the  Institution  shall  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  credit  of  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest,  and  separately  accounted  for. 

Sec.  5590.  So  much  of  the  property  of  James  Smithson  as  has  been 
received  in  money,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
being  the  sum  of  $541,379.63,  shall  be  lent  to  the  United  States 
Treasuiy,  at  6  per  centum  per  annum  interest;  and  6  per  centum  inter- 
est on  the  trust-fund  and  residuary  legacy  received  into  the  United 
States  Treasury,  payable  in  half-yearly  payments,  on  the  1st  of  January 
and  July  in  each  year,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  perpetual  main- 
tenance and  support  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  and  all  expendi- 
tures and  appropriations  to  be  made,  from  time  to  time  to  the  purposes 
of  the  Institution  shall  be  exclusively  from  the  accruing  interest,  and 
not  from  the  principal  of  the  fund.  All  the  moneys  and  stocks  which 
have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  received  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  fund  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson, 
are  hereby  pledged  to  refund  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  the 
sums  hereby  appropriated. 

Sec.  5591.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  is  authorized  and  directed 
to  receive  into  the  Treasury,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  original  bequest 
of  Jame^  Smithson,  such  sums  as  the  Regents  may,  from  time  to  time, 
see  fit  to  deposit,  not  exceeding,  with  the  original  bequest,  the  sum  of 
$1,000,000. 

Sec.  5592.  The  Regents  are  authorized  to  make  such  disposal  of  any 
other  moneys  which  have  accrued,  or  shall  hereafter  accrue,  as  interest 
upon  the  Smithsonian  fund,  not  herein  appropriated,  or  not  required 
for  the  purposes  herein  provided,  as  they  shall  deem  best  suited  for 
the  promotion  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator. 

Sec.  5593.  Whenever  money  is  required  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  or  performance  of  the  contracts  of  the  Institution,  incurred  or 
entered  into  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  title,  or  for  mak- 
ing the  purchases  and  executing  the  objects  authorized  by  this  title, 
the  Board  of  Regents,  or  the  executive  conmiittee  thereof,  may  certify 
to  the  Chancellor  and  secretary  of  the  Board  that  such  sum  of  money 
is  required,  whereupon  they  shall  examine  the  same,  and,  if  they  shall 
approve  thereof,  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  proper  officer  of  the 
Treasury  for  payment.  The  Board  shall  submit  to  Congress,  at  each 
session  thereof,  a  report  of  the  operations,  expenditures,  and  condition 
of  the  Institution. 

Sec.  5594.  Congress  may  alter,  amend,  add  to,  or  repeal  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  title;  but  no  contract  or  individual  right  made  or 
acquired  under  such  provisions  shall  be  thereby  divested  or  impaired. 

(Rev.  Stat,  1875,  pp.  1088-1090.) 
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PUBLIC   PRINTING. 
Jbz/ie  22,  1874. 

Sec.  196.  The  head  of  each  Department,  except  the  Department  of 
Justice,  shall  funiish  to  the  Congressional  Printer  copies  of  the  docu- 
ments usually  accompanying  his  annual  report,  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  November  in  each  year,  and  a  copy  of  his  annual  report  on  or 
before  the  3d  Monday  of  November  in  each  year. 

(Rev.  Stat,  2d  edition,  1878,  31.) 

POLARIS    EXPEDITION. 
June  23,  1874. 

Act  for  the  relief  of  Mercy  Ann  Hall,  widow  of  Capt.  Charles  F.  Hall. 

Be  it  enacted^  etc.^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  directed  to  allow  and  settle  the  salary  of  Charles  F.  Hall^ 
late  in  command  of  the  Polwris  expedition,  to  December  31,  1873,  and 
pay  the  balance  to  his  widow,  Mercy  Ann  Hall. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  authorized  to 
purchase  from  the  said  Mercy  Ann  Hall  the  manuscripts  of  said  Charles 
F.  Hall  relative  to  his  several  voyages  and  explorations  in  the  north 
seas,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  $16,000,  and,  in  case  of  purchase,  to 
deposit  the  same  with  the  oflBcers  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
safe-keeping,  examination,  and  report  to  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  sum  of  $16,936,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 

(Stat.,  XVin,  Part  3,  614.) 

March  3,  1875. 

Deficiency  act  for  1875,  ete. 

For  printing  illustrations  of  the  results  of  the  Polaris  expeditioiii 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  f  16,000. 
(Stat,  XVUl,  Part  3,  409.) 

NATIONAL   MUSEUM — ESTIMATES. 

December  7,  1874 — House. 

Estimates  for  1876. 

Preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  surveying  and  exploring 
expeditions  of  the  Government,  $25,000. 

Smithsonian  Institution  building:  Fitting  up  new  halls  required  for  ' 
Government  collections,  $10,000. 

December  7,  1874 — House. 

Sm:  *  *  *  I  have  also  included  an  estimate  for  the  preparatioii 
of  a  series  of  illustrations  of  the  American  fisheries  and  their  products 
for  exhibition  at  the  Centennial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia  in  1876, 
The  object  is  one  of  great  interest  and  practical  importance,  and  a 
proper  presentation  can  only  be  made  by  Goverimient  aid. 
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It  is  proposed  to  furnish  a  complete  series  of  illustrations  or  models 
of  all  the  different  kinds  of  vessels  and  boats  of  every  grade  used  in 
the  various  fisheries  on  the  coast  and  in  the  interior,  together  with  the 
apparatus  employed,  of  whatever  kind,  including  not  only  what  relates 
to  the  fishes  properly  so  called,  but  also  to  the  whales,  seals,  oysters, 
lobsters,  sponges,  etc. 

Such  an  exhibition  has  always  constituted  an  important  feature  in 
the  national  displays  at  foreign  exhibitions,  and  unless  steps  are  taken 
immediately  by  the  Government  toward  that  object,  there  is  no  proba- 
bility that  anything  of  the  kind  will  be  prepared  for  the  particular 
occasion  in  question. 

The  collection  will  also  embrace  specimen^  of  the  various  products 
of  the  fisheries,  both  in  their  crude  and  manufactured  condition,  with 
illustrations  of  the  objects  themselves,  including  plaster  casts,  carefully 
colored,  of  life-size,  of  such  fishes  as  can  not  be  otherwise  properly 
exhibited.  This  collection  will  finally  form,  appropriately,  a  portion 
of  the  National  Museum  at  Washington. 

Very  respectfully,  Spencer  F.  Baird, 

Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

NATIONAL   MUSEUM — APPROPRIATIONS. 

June  20,  1874. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1875. 

For  ofiicial  postage  stamps  for  the  National  Museum  in  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  $1,000. 
(Stat.,  XVm,  Part  3,  103.) 

June  23,  1874. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1875. 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the 
surveying  and  exploring  expeditions  of  the  Government,  f 20,000;  and 
for  fitting  up  and  completing  the  cases  in  the  new  halls  required  for 
the  Government  collections,  110,000;  in  all,  $30,000. 

(Stat.,  XVIII,  Part  3,  216.) 

itarch  3, 1875. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1876. 

For  official  postage  stamps  for  the  National  Museum  in  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  $1,000. 
(Stat.,  XVIII,  Part  3,  364.) 

March  3, 1875. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1876. 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the 
surveying  and  exploring  expeditions  of  the  Government,  $20,000; 
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For  fitting  up  now  halls  required  for  the  Governineiit  collertions, 
$10,00(); 

To  complete  the  heating  appaitituH  of  the  National  Musouni,  $2,500. 
(Stat.,  XVm,  Part  3,  387.) 

KEOENT8   TO    HAVE    USE   OF    LIBRARY    OF   ('ONCJKI^SS 

Itarch  2, 1875— Senate. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  Henry  Wilhon)  laid  lx»fore  the  Senate  a 
bill  extending  the  privileges  of  the  Libmry  of  Congress  to  the  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  : 

Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houih^s  of  C/ongress  on  the 
Library  be  authorized  to  extend  the  use  of  the  bookn  in  tlie  Library  of  Congreas  to 
the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  resident  in  Washington,  on  tho  same 
comlitions  and  restrictions  as  members  of  Congress  are  allowed  to  une  the  Library. 

Passed. 

March  2,  1875— House. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Hoar  introduced  a  bill  extending  the  privileges  of  the 
Library  of  Congress  to  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Passed. 

March  3, 1875. 

He  it  e7iacted,  ate. ,  That  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress on  the  Library  be  authorized  to  extend  the  use  of  the  l)ooks  in 
the  Library  of  Congress  to  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
resident  in  Washington,  on  the  same  conditions  and  restrictions  as 
members  of  Congress  are  allowed  to  use  the  Library. 

(Stat.,  XVIIl,  Part  3,  512.) 
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August  3,  1876, 

Restoration  of  the  original  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Resolved^  etc.^  That  a  commission,  consisting  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  the 
Librarian  of  Congress,  be  empowered  to  have  resort  to  such  means  as 
will  most  effectually  restore  the  writing  of  the  original  manuscript  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  with  the  signatures  appended 
thereto,  now  in  the  United  States  Patent  OflBice;  and  that  the  exiM»i  se 
attending  the  same  be  defrayed  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Interior  Department. 

(Stat.,  XIX,  216.) 
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INTEKNATIONAIi   EXCHANGES. 
August  15,  1876. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1877. 

Library   of  Congress:   For  expenses  of  exchanging  public  docu- 
ments for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,000. 
(Stat.,  XIX,  147.^ 

March  3,  1877, 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1878. 

Library   of  Congress:    For  expenses  of  exchanging  public  docu- 
ments for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,000. 
(Stat,  XIX,  298.) 

INDIAN   STATISTICS   AND   HISTORY. 
August  15,  1876. 

Indian  service  act  for  1877. 

For  continuing  the  collection  of  statistics  and  historical  data 
respecting  the  Indians  of  the  United  States,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  $3,500:  Provided^  That  when  sufficient 
matter  to  make  a  volume  of  statistics  and  historical  data  is  prepared 
it  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  and 
referred  by  hiui  to  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute  [Insti- 
tution], and  published  on  their  written  approval. 

(Stat.,  XIX,  197.) 

NATIONAL  MUSEUM  BUILDING. 
January  26,  1877— Senate. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  Thomas  W.  Ferry)  presented  a 
resolution  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
adopted  at  a  meeting  held  January  24,  1877,  asking  an  appropriation 
by  Congress  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  in  connection  with 
the  present  edifice  for  the  accommodation  of  additional  collections. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

February  2,  1877 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Michael  C.  Kerr)  laid  before  the  House  a  pre- 
amble and  resolution  from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  relative  to  additional  room  for  the  collections  of  the  Insti- 
tution. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

February  6, 1877 — Senate. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Stevenson.  I  desire  to  present  a  memorial  from  the 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which  I  desire  to  have  read. 
It  will  be  found  to  refer  to  a  subject  in  which  the  entire  country  must, 
I  am  sure,  feel  a  very  deep  interest 
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It  is  known  to  the  Senate  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  rep- 
resented  at  the  late  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia.  At  the 
close  of  that  exposition  a  number  of  the  foreign  powers  there  repre- 
sented and  who  contributed  to  that  grand  national  display,  at  its  close 
generously  donated  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  most  of  their  articles 
and  products  there  exhibited.  A  list  of  the  articles  donated  and  the 
names  of  the  donors  accompany  this  memorial.  Among  these  gifts 
will  be  found  an  exquisite  pair  of  vases  valued  at  some  $17,000. 

The  motive  which  prompted  these  donations  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  was  unquestionably  one  of  amity  and  respect  entertained 
by  the  foreign  powers  donating  them  for  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  But  unquestionably  these  donors  expected  that  this 
Government  would  through  the  agency  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
keep  these  articles  thus  donated  on  public  exhibition,  and  in  this  way 
the  respective  products  of  each  country  would  become  known  to  the 
people  of  our  entire  country. 

The  articles  donated  are  valuable,  mre,  varied,  and  occupy  mucdi 
space.  They  are  all,  I  believe,  now  stored  in  Philadelphia,  for  the 
reason  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has  no  building  in  which  they 
can  be  either  exhibited  or  safely  preserved.  They  must  remain,  there- 
fore, in  boxes,  subject  to  injury  and  to  decay,  unless  Congress  shall 
take  some  immediate  action  toward  the  erection  of  a  building  in  all 
respects  suitable  for  their  exhibition  and  preservation.  The  capacity 
of  such  a  building  is  estimated  by  competent  architects  to  be  four 
times  as  large  as  the  Smithsonian  building.  A  plan  of  such  a  structure 
has  been  already  drawn  by  General  Meigs.  Its  estimated  cost  will 
not  exceed  $200,000. 

The  Regents  of  the  Institution  by  this  memorial  ask  Congress  to 
make  at  once  the  necessary  appropriation.  If  it  be  promptly  done,  a 
beautiful  and  capacious  building  can  be  put  up  and  finished  by  the 
assembling  of  Congress  in  December  next.  Of  course,  this  memorial 
should  go  first  to  the  ConMnittee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 
The  prompt  erection  of  the  proposed  building  is  a  public  necessity 
which  I  hope  will  commend  itself  to  the  judgment  of  that  committee, 
and  I  trust  they  will  at  the  earliest  moment  make  a  report.  I  submit 
that  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  our  country  seems  to  demand  and 
require  prompt  and  liberal  action  by  Congress.  That  is  all  I  have  now 
to  suggest. 

Mr.  RoscoE  CoNKLiNG.  What  is  the  worth  of  these  articles? 

Mr.  Stevenson.  It  is  stated  in  the  memorial  that  the  estimated 
value  is  a  million  dollars.     I  ask  that  the  memorial  be  now  read. 

To  the  Senale  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Cbngreas 

assembled: 

The  undersigned,  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
lay  l^efore  you  a  question  which  haa  suddenly  arisen,  and  which  can  be  solved  only 
by  your  authority. 


( 
I 
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In  the  year  1846,  on  the  organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  "for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  man,"  Congress,  to  the  great  relief  of  the 
Patent  Office  and  other  public  buildings,  devolved  upon  the  R^ents  of  that  Institution 
the  custody  of  "all  objects  of  art  and  of  foreign  and  curious  research,  and  all  objecta 
of  natural  history,  plants,  and  geological  and  mineralogical  specimens  belonging  or 
hereafter  to  belong  to  the  United  States,  which  may  be  in  the  city  of  Washington." 

In  accordance  with  the  enactment  the  Institution  has  received  and  carefully  pre- 
served all  the  specimens  which  have  been  brought  together  from  more  than  fifty 
public  exploring  expeditions,  and  has  added  specimens  collected  by  itself  or  obtained 
from  foreign  museums  by  exchange,  till  its  present  edifice  in  the  beginning  of  1876 
had  become  full  to  overflowing. 

By  an  act  bearing  date  July  31,  1876,  additional  duties  were  laid  upon  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  as  custodian,  and  $4,500  were  appropriated  "for  repairing  and 
fitting  up  the  so-called  Armory  building  on  the  Mall,  between  Sixth  and  Seventh 
streets,  and  to  enable  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  store  therein  and  to  take  care  of 
specimens  of  the  extensive  series  of  the  ores  of  the  precious  metals,  marbles,  building 
stones,  coals,  and  numerous  objects  of  natural  history  now  on  exhibition  in  Philadel- 
phia, including  other  objects  of  practical  and  economical  value  presented  by  various 
foreign  governments  to  the  National  Museum." 

As  a  fruit  of  this  act  of  the  General  Government,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  finds 
itself  the  custodian  of  enormous  collections  that  had  been  displayed  at  the  Centen- 
nial Exposition,  and  on  closing  of  that  exhibition  had  been  presented  to  the  United 
States.  These  donations  are  made  by  individuals  among  our  own  citizens,  by  foreign 
exhibitors,  and  by  several  of  the  States  of  the  Union;  and  there  is  scarcely  a  power 
in  the  civilized  world  in  any  region  of  the  globe  which  has  not  taken  part  in  the  con- 
tributions, and  some  of  them  with  the  largest  generosity.  Men  of  science  most  com- 
petent to  pass  judgment  pronounce  them  to  be  of  immen^  value,  and  are  of  opinion 
that,  including  the  gift  from  States  of  the  Union  and  the  exhibits  of  the  United 
States,  they  could  not  have  been  brought  together  by  purchase  for  less  than  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

That  the  magnitude  and  value  of  the  donations  from  foreign  governments  may  be 
manifest,  we  annex  to  this  memorial  a  list  of  the  more  important  of  them,  as  prepared 
by  Prof.  S.  F.  Baird,  who  represented  the  Smithsonian  Institution  at  Philadelphia. 

Their  adequate  exhibition  requires  an  additional  building  which  shall  afford  at 
least  four  times  the  space  furnished  by  the  present  edifice  of  the  Institution. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  now  in  possession  of  the  materials  of  a 
museum  exhibiting  the  natural  products  of  our  own  country  associated  with  those  of 
foreign  nations  which  would  rival  in  magnitude,  value,  and  interest  the  most  cele- 
brated museums  of  the  Old  World. 

The  inmiediate  practical  question  is.  Shall  these  precious  materials  be  for  the  most 
part  packed  away  in  boxes,  liable  to  injury  and  decay,  or  shall  they  l>e  exhibited? 

It  was  the  act  of  Congress  which  ordered  the  acceptance  in  trust  of  these  noble 
gifts  to  the  United  States.  The  receiving  of  them  implies  that  they  will  be  taken 
care  of  in  a  manner  corresponding  to  the  just  expectations  of  those  who  gave  them; 
and  one  of  the  prevailing  motives  of  the  donors  was  that  the  productions  of  their 
several  lands  might  continue  to  be  exhibited.  The  intrinsic  value  of  the  donations 
is  moreover  enhanced  by  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  made.  They 
came  to  us  in  the  one  hundredth  year  of  our  life  as  a  nation,  in  token  of  the  desire 
of  the  governments  of  the  world  to  manifest  their  interest  in  our  destiny.  This  con- 
sideration becomes  the  more  pleasing  when  we  bring  to  mind  that  these  gifts  have 
been  received,  not  exclusively  from  the  great  nations  of  Europe  from  which  we  are 
sprung,  or  from  the  empire  and  republics  on  our  own  continent  beyond  the  line,  but 
that  they  come  to  us  from  the  oldest  abode  of  civilization  on  the  Nile,  from  the  time- 
honored  empires  and  kingdoms  of  the  remotest  eastern  Asia,  and  from  the  principal 
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states  which  are  nsing  into  intellectual  and  industrial  and  political  greatness  m  the 
farthest  isles  and  continent;  from  states  which  are  younger  than  ourselves  and  bring 
their  contributions  as  a  congratulatory  offering  to  their  elder  brother. 

We  have  deemed  it  our  duty  to  lay  these  facts  and  reflections  before  both  Houses  of 
Congress  and  to  represent  to  them  that,  if  they,  in  their  wisdom,  think  that  this 
unequaled  accumulation  of  natural  specimens  and  works  interesting  to  science,  the 
evidence  of  the  good  will  to  us  that  exists  among  men,  should  l>e  placed  where  it  can 
be  seen  and  studied  by  the  people  of  our  own  land  and  by  travelers  from  abroad,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  immediate  erection  of  a  spacious 
building.  Careful  inquiries  have  been  instituted  to  ascertain  the  smallest  sum  which 
would  be  adequate  to  that  purpose;  and  the  plan  of  a  convenient  structure  has  been 
made  by  Geijeral  Meigs^  the  Quartermaster-General,  United  States  Army.  We  beg 
leave  further  to  represent  that  to  accomplish  the  purpose  there  would  be  need  of  an 
appropriation  of  $250,000.  This  amount  is  required  not  as  a  first  installment,  to  be 
followed  by  others,  but  as  sufficient  entirely  to  complete  the  edifice. 

Should  this  appropriation  be  made  at  an  early  day  the  building  could  be  ready  for 
the  reception  of  artidee  before  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

M.  R.  Waite, 
T.  W.  Ferry, 
H.  Hamlin, 
J.  W.  Stevenson, 
A.  A.  Sargent, 

HiESTER  ClYMER, 

Benj.  H.  Hill, 
Geo.  W.  McCrary, 
Peter  Parker, 
Asa  Gray, 
Geo.  Bancroft, 
Regent*  of  SmUhaonian  InMiliUum, 
Washington,  February  5,  1877. 

Mr.  J.  S.  MoBBiLL.  I  desire  to  say  to  the  Senate  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  have  alread}-^  had  the  subject 
before  them  and  would  have  made  a  report  before  this  time,  but  we 
understood  that  the  same  subject  was  before  a  committee  of  the  House, 
where  it  was  being  favorably  considered.  As  1  have  stated  in  years 
past,  it  has  seemed  to  be  a  necessity  that  we  should  provide  for  a 
National  Museum.  It  has  been  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  I  believe 
unanimously,  for  some  years,  that  we  ought  to  take  all  of  the  squares 
next  east  of  the  public  grounds,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
on  the  north  and  south  range  of  one  square,  taking  one  square  in  depth 
and  the  whole  length,  for  the  purpose  of  a  National  Museum  and  Con- 
gressional Library;  and  evidently  this  matter  should  be  provided  for 
at  once.  The  National  Armory,  I  understand,  is  already  filled  from 
basement  to  top. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Sabgent.  With  boxes  without  any  opportunity  for 
display. 

Mr.  MoBRiLL.  With  boxes  without  any  opportunity  of  displayinf^ 
their  contents;  and  there  are  at  this  time,  as  T  am  informed,  at  least 
fifty  carloads  of  articles  that  have  been  given  to  us  by  foreign  gov- 
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ernments.  Thirty-two  or  thirty-three  out  of  the  forty  nationalities 
abroad  have  given  us  their  entire  exhibits  at  the  Centennial  Exhibi- 
tion. Their  money  value  is  scarcely  computable,  but  if  it  were  to  be 
computed  it  exceeds  our  own,  as  large  as  our  exhibits  were  there  and 
as  creditable  to  the  country.  Our  own,  I  believe,  in  money  value, 
have  been  computed  at  $400,000.  These  foreign  exhibits  are  com- 
puted, at  least  in  money  value,  at  the  sum  of  $600,000,  but  in  histor- 
ical and  scientific  interest  they  perhaps  surpass  anything  that  has  been 
assembled  in  any  national  museum  on  the  globe. 

I  shall,  therefore,  hope  to  receive  favorable  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  at  an  early 
day,  if  in  the  meantime  we  do  not  receive  a  bill  from  the  House  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Stevenson.  I  now  move,  Mr.  President,  that  this  memo- 
rial be  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 
Allow  me  to  add  a  single  word.  I  hope  that  speedy  action  will  be  had 
by  both  the  Senate  and  the  committee.  I  hope  this  building  will  be 
put  on  the  Smithsonian  grounds.  There  is  ample  room  on  that  square 
without  the  cost  of  additional  ground.  Professor  Henry  assures  me 
that  with  the  erection  of  the  contemplated  building  on  the  plan  of 
General  Meigs,  with  the  articles  now  on  exhibition  in  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  with  those  just  donated,  we  shall  have  the  nucleus  of  a 
National  Museum  which  in  a  few  years  will  equal  any  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Sargent.  Accompanying  this  memorial  is  a  list  of  the  various 
articles  contributed  by  different  powers,  by  different  exhibitors,  and 
by  States  of  the  Union,  and  I  think  that  if  Senators  will  take  the 
pains  to  examine  that  list  they  will  find  that  articles  rare  in  their  char- 
acter, of  great  interest  in  a  scientific  point  of  view,  and  of  intrinsic 
value,  have  been  given  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  To 
properly  display  these  objects  will  be  to  furnish  education  of  the  most 
valuable  character  to  all  of  our  people  (and  there  are  millions  of  them 
who  come  here)  who  visit  this  capital. 

I  wish  to  add  my  earnest  desire  that  the  committee  will  promptly 
repoil  a  measure  that  will  enable  us  to  open  this  great  educational 
Institution  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  utilize  this  vast  and 
valuable  collection  which  has  been  given  to  us,  to  show  that  we  receive 
them  from  these  powers  in  good  faith,  and  are  disposed  to  show  that 
we  properly  appreciate  the  riches  which  they  have  placed  within  our 
hands.  . 

I  move  that  the  list  with  the  memorial  be  printed,  and  that  they 
both  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Agreed  to. 

February  7,  1877 — Hou99, 

Mr.  HiESTEB  Cltmer.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  present  for 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  a  memo- 
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rial  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  be^  permission 
briefl}"  to  explain  its  import. 

It  sets  forth  that  many  foreign  nations,  states,  and  individuals,  by 
whom  articles  were  sent  to  the  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia, 
have  made  noble  and  valuable  gifts  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  of  objects  of  art,  of  firearms,  of  mineral  and  agricultural 
products,  and  of  artistic  and  mechanic  skill.  It  may  not  be  disputed 
that  the  acceptance  of  them  by  the  Government  imposes  an  obligation 
that  they  shall  be  preserved  and  exhibited  for  the  gratification  and 
instruction  of  the  people.  Their  preser\'ation  and  exhibition  must  be 
confided  to  the  National  Museum,  of  which  by  law  the  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  have  the  custody.  They  have  presented  for 
our  consideration  the  necessity  for  erecting  a  suitable  ])uilding  for  the 
purposes  I  have  indicated,  giving  an  estimate  of  its  probable  cost.  I 
do  not  ask  that  the  memorial  be  printed  in  the  Record,  as  one  of  like 
import  was  presented  to  the  Senate,  which  will  be  found  in  its  pro- 
ceedings of  yesterday.  I  therefore  ask  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  that  the  accompanying  list,  set- 
ting forth  the  name  of  the  donors  and  the  character  of  them,  be 
printed  in  the  Record  for  the  information  of  the  House  and  the 
country. 

Mr.  Caset  Young.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
that  there  is  already  a  bill  pending  before  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  on  which  a  favorable  report  has  been  pre- 
pared, and  we  only  wait  a  meeting  of  the  committee  to  order  it  to  be 
reported. 

Mr.  Cltmer.  1  am  delighted  to  have  that  information.  But  it  can 
do  the  committee  no  harm  to  have  the  memorial  referred  to  it. 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asks  unanimous 
consent  to  present  a  memorial  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  and  to  have  the  same  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  not  to  be  brought  back  on  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider.    Is  there  objection? 

Mr.  Clymer.  I  also  ask  that  the  list  attached  to  the  memorial  be 
printed  in  the  Record. 

Mr.  Washington  Townsend,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  ask  that  the 
memorial  itself  be  printed  in  the  Record. 

Mr.  Cltmer.  With  the  accompanying  list. 

There  was  no  objection;  a^d  the  memorial   was  referred   to   the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  ordered,  with  the 
accompanying  list,  to  be  printed  in  the  Record. 
February  14,  1877 — Senate. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Morrill,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  reported  a  bill  (S.  1252)  for  the  erection  of  a  fireproof 
building  for  the  National  Museum;  which  was  read  by  its  title. 
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Mr.  J.  S.  Morrill.  Let  the  bill  be  read  at  length.  It  will  take  but 
a  moment. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  Thomas  W.  Ferry).  The  bill  will 
be  read  the  second  time  at  length. 

Be  it  enactedy  etc.,  That  for  a  fireproof  building  for  use  of  the  National  Museum, 
300  feet  square,  to  be  erected  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  R^ents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 
now  on  file  with  the  Joint  Committee  of  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  on  the  south- 
west comer  of  the  grounds  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  sum  of  $250,000  is 
hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Said  building  to  be  placed  west  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  leaving  a  roadway 
between  it  and  the  latter  of  not  less  than  30  feet,  with  its  north  front  on  a  line 
parallel  with  the  north  face  of  the  buildings  of  the  Agricultural  Department  and  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution;  and  all  expenditures  for  the  purposes  herein  mentioned, 
not  including  anything  for  architectural  plans,  shall  be  audited  by  the  proper  officers 
of  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  The  bill  will  be  placed  on  the  Calendar. 

February  22,  1877— Senate. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Morrill.  1  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  a  bill  that  will  not 
take  more  than  three  or  four  minutes  in  relation  to  the  National 
Museum.  It  is  rather  important  that  this  bill  should  be  acted  upon 
that  it  may  go  to  the  House.  The  bill  is  one  which  has  been  reported 
by  the  action  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses,  that  is  to  say, 
of  the  committee  of  the  Senate  and  the  subcommittee  of  the  House, 
and  meets  their  unanimous  approval.  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  1262)  for  the  erection  of  a  fireproof 
building  for  the  National  Museum. 

Agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  considered 
bill. 

Mr.  Morrill.  I  shall  not  occupy  any  time  in  an  explanation  of  this 
bill,  for  I  presume  every  Senator  recognizes  the  prime  necessity  there 
is  for  it.  The  bill  is  so  carefully  guarded  that  there  will  be  no  danger 
of  any  further  demand  upon  the  Treasury,  and  I  think  it  will  meet  the 
approbation  of  all  who  examine  it. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  engrossed, 
and  passed. 

March  2,  1877— Senate. 

The  sundry  civil  bill  being  considered  an  amendment  was  offered: 

For  a  fireproof  buildmg  for  the  use  of  the  National  Museum,  300  feet  square,  to  be 
erected  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  R^ents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  Maj.  Gren.  M.  C.  Meigs,  now  on  file 
with  the  Joint  Committee  of  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  on  the  southwest  comer 
of  the  grounds  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  sum  of  $250,000  is  hereby 
appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated;  said 
building  to  be  placed  west  of  the  Smiithsonian  Institution,  leaving  a  roadway  between 
it  and  the  latter  of  not  less  than  30  feet,  with  its  north  front  on  a  line  parallel  with 
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the  north  face  of  the  buildings  of  the  Agricultural  Department  au<l  of  the  Bmithsoniaa 
Institution;  and  all  expenditures  for  the  purposes  herein  nientione<l,  not  including 
anything  for  architectural  plans,  shall  be  audited  by  the  proper  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  A,  A.  Sargent.  On  line  500,  after  the  word  ''dollars,"  I  move 
to  strike  out  the  words  "is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

Agreed  to. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 
March  3,  1877 — House. 

Mr.  H.  Clymer.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  that  the  bill  (S.  1252)  for 

the  erection  of  a  fireproof  building  for  a  National  Museum  be  taken 

from  the  Speaker's  table  and  passed. 

Beit  enacUdy  etc^  That  for  a  fireproof  building  for  the  use  of  the  National  Museum, 
300  feet  square,  to  be  erected  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  Maj.  Gen.  ^I.  C.  Meigs, 
now  on  file  with  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  on  the  south* 
west  comer  of  the  grounds  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  sum  of  $250,000  la 
hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated; 
said  building  to  be  placed  west  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  lea\'ing  a  roadway 
between  it  and  the  latter  of  not  less  than  30  feet,  with  its  north  front  on  a  line  parall^ 
with  the  north  face  of  the  buildings  of  the  Agricultural  Department  and  of  the  Smith* 
sonian  Institution;  and  all  expenditures  for  the  purposes  herein  mentioned,  not 
including  anything  for  architectural  plans,  shall  be  audited  by  the  proper  officers  of 
the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Throckmorton.  I  object. 

Mr.  Clymer.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the  bill  passed^ 
and  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  brief  statement  in  regard  to  it* 

Mr.  R.  Q.  Mills.  I  object. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  and  pass 
the  bill;  and  on  a  division  there  were — ayes  71,  noes  41;  not  two-thirda 
voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Clymer.  I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Clymer  and  Mr.  Throckmorton  were 
appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — ayes  106,  noes  42. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Vance,  of  Ohio.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  there  were — yeas  99,  nays  72,  not  votinjf 
119,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  John  H.  Bagley,  jr.,  Ballon,  Banks,  Belford,  Bell, 
Blair,  Bliss,  Bradley,  William  R.  Brown,  Horatio  C.  Burchard,  Cannon,  Caswelly 
Caulfield,  John  B.  Clark,  jr.,  of  Missouri,  Clymer,  Conger,  Crapo,  Crounse,  Cutler, 
Danford,  Davy,  Denison,  Eames,  Evans,  Flye,  Foster,  Freeman,  Frye,  Garfield,  Hale» 
Hancock,  Haralson,  Hardenbergh,  Benjamin  W.  Harris,  Hathom,  Haymond,  Hendee^ 
Henderson,  Abram  S.  Hewitt,  Hill,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Hubbell,  Hurlburt,  Hynum, 
Joyce,  Kasson,  Kelly,  Kimball,  Lamar,  Lynch,  Mackey,  Magoon,  MacDougall, 
McCrary,  Miller,  Money,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Nash,  O'Brien,  O'Neill,  Page,  William 
A.  Phillips,  Piatt,  Pratt,  Purman,  Rainey,  John  Reilly,  James  B.  Reilly,  William  IC 
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Robbins,  Robinson,  Rusk,  Sampson,  Seelye,  Sinnickson,  Smalls,  A.  Herr  Smith, 
Stone,  Stowell,  Strait,  Tarbox,  Terry,  Martin  I.  Townsend,  Washington  Townsend, 
Waddell,  John  W.  Wallace,  Watterson,  G.  Wiley  Wells,  White,  Whitehouse,  Andrew 
Williams,  Alpheus  S.  Williams,  Charles  G.  Williams,  James  Williams,  William  B. 
Williams,  James  Wilson,  Alan  Wood,  jr.,  Woodbum,  Woodward,  Yeates,  and 
Young— 99. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Ainsworth,  Beebe,  Bland,  Blount,  Boone,  Buckner,  John  H.  Cald- 
well, William  P.  Caldwell,  Campbell,  John  B.  Clarke,  of  Kentucky,  Cochrane,  Col- 
lins, Culberson,  Davis,  Durham,  Ellis,  Felton,  Finley,  Forney,  Fort,  Franklin, 
Glover,  Goode,  Goodin,  Gunter,  Andrew  H.  Hamilton,  John  T.  Harris,  Harrison, 
Hartzell,  Hatcher,  Hays,  Hooker,  House,  Humphreys,  Jenks,  Thomas  L.  Jones, 
Knott,  Franklin  Landers,  George  M.  Landers,  Lawrence,  Le  Moyne,  Levy,  Lynde, 
Meade,  Mills,  Morrison,  Mutchler,  Neal,  Naw,  Payne,  John  F.  Philips,  Poppleton, 
Rea,  Reagan,  Rice,  Riddle,  Miles  Ross,  Scales,  Singleton,  Slemons,  Southard,  Sparks, 
Springer,  Stenger,  Stevenson,  Thomas,  Throckmorton,  Tucker,  Tumey,  John  L. 
Vance,  Robert  B.  Vance,  Charles  C.  B.  Walker,  Walling,  Warner,  Whitthome,  Wike, 
Jere  N.  Wiliams,  and  Benjamin  Wilson — 72. 

NOT  VOTING — Messrs.  Anderson,  Ashe,  Atkins,  Bagby,  George  A.  Bagley,  John 
H.  Baker,  William  H.  Baker,  Banning,  Bass,  Blackburn,  Bradford,  Bright,  John  Young 
Brown,  Samuel  D.  Burchard,  Burleigh,  Buttz,  Cabell,  Carr,  Cason,  Cate,  Chapin, 
Chittenden,  Cook,  Cowan,  Cox,  Darrall,  De  Bolt,  Dibrell,  Dobbins,  Douglas,  Dunnell, 
Durand,  Eden,  Egbert,  Faulkner,  Field,  Fuller,  Gause,  Gibson,  Robert  Hamilton, 
Henry  R.  Harris,  Hartridge,  Henkle,  Goldsmith  W.  Hewitt,  Hoar,  Holman,  Hos- 
kins,  Hunter,  Hunton,  Hurd,  Frank  Jones,  Kehr,  King,  Lane,  Lapham,  Leavenworth, 
Lewis,  Lord,  Luttrell,  Maish,  McDill,  McFarland,  McMahon,  Metcalfe,  Milliken, 
Norton,  Odell,  Oliver,  Packer,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Piper,  Plaisted,  Potter,  Powell,  John 
Robbins,  Roberts,  Sobieski  Ross,  Savage,  Sayler,  Schleicher,  Schumaker,  Sheakley, 
William  E.  Smith,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Swann,  Teese,  Thompson,  Thornburgh,  Tufts, 
Van  Vorhes,  Wait,  Waldron,  Gilbert  C.  Walker,  Alexander  S.  Wallace,  Walsh,  Ward, 
Warren,  Erastus  Wells,  Wheeler,  Whiting,  Wigginton,  Willard,  Willis,  Wilshire, 
and  Fernando  Wood — 119. 

So  (two-thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof)  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

NATIONAL   MUSEUM — ESTIMATES. 

December  6,  1875 — House. 

» 

Estimates  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1877,  through  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior. 

Preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  surveying  and  exploring 
expeditions  of  the  Government,  $25,000. 

Smithsonian  Institution  building:  Fitting  up  apartments  for  mount- 
ing and  photographing  specimens,  $5,000. 

Note. — A  separate  place  is  absolutely  necessary  for  conducting  these  operations. 

December  4,  1876 — House. 

Estimates  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1878,  through  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior. 

For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  surveying  and  exploring 
expeditions  of  the  Government,  $25,000. 

Note. — This  item  covers  the  estimated  expense  for  the  coming  fiscal  year  for  the 
charge  and  administration  of  the  entire  natural-history  collections  of  the  Government, 
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including  those  transferred  from  the  Centennial,  more  than  four  times  tlie  <rollectioii8 
of  1875. 

For  the  expense  of  watching  and  taking  proper  care  of  the  Armory 
building  and  the  objects  therein  contained,  $2,500. 

Note. — No  other  appropriation  is  available  for  the  care  and  attendance  of  the 
Armory  building,  lighting,  heating,  etc. 

For  expenses  of  making  up  into  sets  for  distribution  to  colleges  and 
institutions  the  duplicate  ores,  minerals,  and  objects  of  natural  history 
now  belonging  to  the  United  States  or  in  the  collections  of  the  Inter- 
national Exhibition  presented  to  it  by  foreign  governments,  $10,000. 

Note. — This  appropriation  is  needed  in  order  to  distribute  the  large  bulk  of  dupli- 
cate material  belonging  to  the  Government,  and  for  the  distribution  of  it  to  instita- 
tions  where  it  will  be  of  service.  This,  however,  is  less  urgent  in  its  necessity  than 
the  other  items.     Hundreds  of  applications  are  on  file  for  these  objects. 

December  4,  1876 — House. 

Estimates  for  1878,  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  surveying  and  exploring 
expeditions  of  the  Government,  $10,000. 

For  restoring  to  proper  place  in  National  Museum  and  repairing 
cases  moved  to  the  International  Exhibition  and  for  expense  of  re-ar- 
ranging the  collections,  $5,000. 

For  completing  and  fitting  up  the  building  erected  in  the  Smithso- 
nian grounds  for  the  preparation  and  photographing  of  specimens, 
$5,000. 

For  fitting  up  the  so-called  Armory  building,  on  the  Mall,  between 
Sixth  and  Seventh  streets,  for  the  reception  and  storage  of  objects 
of  natural  history,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  including  tiiose 
transferred  from  the  International  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia,  $2,500k 

For  expense  of  watching  and  taking  proper  cure  of  the  said  building 
and  the  objects  therein  contained,  $1,500. 

January  12,  1877 — House, 

Deficiency  estimates  for  1877. 

For  the  ordinary  care  and  preservation  of  the  collections,  $10,000,     "~    . 

This  is  asked  for  the  following  reason:  > 

It  was  found  from  experience  that  $25,000  were  not  more  than  suffitdent  to  arrango^ 


■'» 


preserve,  and  exhibit  the  collections  of  the  Government  Museum,  but  of  this  amount 

which  we  estimated  for  the  year,  only  $10,000  were  allowed,  and  it  therefore  becuns  -^ 

necessary  to  discharge  many  of  the  assistants,  leaving  a  number  insufficient  to  pie-  ,\ 

serve  the  rapidly  increasing  number  of  specimens  from  deterioration  and  destruction,  ^ 

much  less  to  put  them  in  a  condition  for  display  and  satisfactory  study.  \ 

While  the  national  collections  have  developed  into  a  museum  in  magnitude  ^yid  t 

importance  commensurate  with  many  of  the  museums  of  the  Old  World,  the  provision  -^i 

for  its  service  is  inferior  even  to  that  of  the  national  museums  of  Mexico,'  Buenos  ^*\ 

Ayree,  Denmark,  Sweden,  etc  '^ 

-I 
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For  completion  and  oquipinent  of  laboratory  of  natural  history, 

$5,000. 

This  is  for  a  separate  building  erected  for  curing  and  poisoning  the  skins  and  bones 
of  animalH^  making  plaster  casts  of  fishes,  etc.,  and  for  photographing  objects  of  nat- 
ural history  and  ethnology,  processes  for  which  no  adequate  provision  was  made  in 
the  original  design  of  the  Smithsonian  building  and  of  which  some  could  not  be  car- 
ried on  in  it  without  discomfort  to  the  employees  and  visitors  of  the  establishment. 

For  completion  of  fitting  up  Armory  building,  $2,500. 

For  fitting  up  the  Armory  building  as  a  temporary  place  of  storage  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  Centennial  collections,  an  additional  sum  of  $2,500  is  needed  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons: 

The  sum  previously  appropriated  of  $4,500  was  found  insuflBcient,  because  the 
building  had  long  been  unused,  was  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  the  windows  broken, 
and  the  whole  of  the  interior  requiring  renovation.  The  appropriation  was  expended 
in  repairs  of  a  permanent  character,  and  in  a  manner  exhibiting  marked  economy. 
The  roof  and  gutters  were  repaired,  the  whole  building  painted,  water  introduced, 
thorough  drainage  established,  new  sash,  shutters,  etc.,  provided.  These  necessary 
repairs  exhausted  the  small  appropriation,  leaving  no  provision  for  heating  and  ven- 
tilating apparatus  and  other  necessary  arrangements. 

For  lighting,  heating,  and  watching  Armory  building,  $1,500. 

An  appropriation  is  also  asked  for  the  armory  of  $1,500  for  lighting,  warming,  and 
watching  the  building,  the  necessity  for  which  must  be  evident,  and  for  which  no 
fimds  are  available. 

For  restoring  cases  moved  to  Philadelphia,  and  rearranging  museum, 

$5,000. 

This  is  asked  for  restoring  to  proper  place  in  the  National  Museum  and  repairing 
the  cases  and  fixtures  removed  from  Washington  to  the  International  Exhibition,  and 
for  the  expense  of  rearranging  the  collections. 

In  many  instances  cases  erected  in  the  halls  of  the  Institution  were  transferred  to 
Philadelphia  and  have  since  been  returned.  In  consequence  of  this  transfer  to  and 
from  Philadelphia,  extensive  repairs  of  these  cases  are  required,  especially  in  the 
renewal  of  plate  glass.  Again,  cases  which  were  constructed  especially  for  the  Cen- 
tennial require  modification  to  fit  them  to  places  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
The  specimens  themselves  also  require  more  or  less  work  for  their  restoration,  for 
labeling,  etc. 

For  packing,  boxing,  transporting  50  carloads  of  the  exhibits  of 
thirty -three  foreign  nations  presented  to  the  United  States,  and  arrang- 
ing the  same,  $13,500. 

This  is  asked  for  the  following  reason: 

The  simi  appropriated  by  Congress  was  expended  in  the  preparation  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  specimens  exhibited  at  Philadelphia  in  the  United  States  Government 
building,  which  illustrated,  in  a  manner  to  challenge  the  admiration  of  all  who  were 
qualified  to  judge  of  such  matters,  the  mineral  and  animal  resooroes  of  the  country. 

At  the  close  of  this  exhibition,  however,  on  account  of  the  ix>pularity  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  and  the  liberal  donations  it  had  made  of  books  and  speci- 
mens to  foreign  museums,  thirty-three  out  of  forty-one  foreign  governments  made 
valuable  presents  to  the  United  States  National  Museum,  in  charge  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.  These  constituted  in  many  cades  nearly  the  entire  exhibits  of 
the  following  countries:  Argentine  Confederation,  Austria,  Brazil,  Bermuda,  Canada, 


742  CONGEE88IONAL   PB0CEEDING8. 

Chile,  China,  Egypt,  France,  Gennany,  (ireat  Britain,  Japan,  Mexico,  Netlierlanda, 
New  South  Wales,  New  Zealand,  Norway,  Orange  Free  State,  Peru,  Pcjrtugal,  QaeenB- 
land,  Russia,  Sandwich  Islands,  Spain,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  South  Australia,  Tas* 
mania,  Tunis,  Turkey,  Venezuela,  Victoria. 

The  value  of  these  collections  can  scarcely  he  overestimated  in  an  educational 
point  of  view  and  as  illustrations  of  special  processes  in  the  arts,  and  as  they  are  pre- 
sented through  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  the  United  States  and  will  till  fif^ 
large  freight  cars,  it  must  he  evident  that  means  should  be  provided  by  Congress  for 
boxing,  packing,  and  transporting  them  to  Washinirton. 

NATIONAL.  MUSEUM — APPROPRIATIONS. 
July  31,  1876. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1877. 

For  repairing  and  fitting  up  the  so-called  Armory  building  on  the 
Mall  between  Sixth  and  Seventh  streets,  and  to  enable  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  to  store  therein  and  to  take  care  of  specimens  of 
the  extensive  series  of  the  ores  of  the  precious  metals,  marbles,  building 
stones,  coals,  and  numerous  objects  of  natural  history  now  on  exhibi- 
tion in  Philadelphia,  including  other  objects  of  practical  and  econom- 
ical value  presented  by  various  foreign  governments  to  the  NationaT 
Museum,  $4,500:  Provided,  That  the  said  sum  shall  be  expended  unde# 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  and  it 
shall  hereafter  be  the  duty  of  all  watchmen  or  policemen  employed  in 
the  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  cooperate  with  the 
Metropolitan  police  in  enforcing  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
board  of  Metropolitan  police  made  in  relation  to  the  public  works  and 
approved  by  said  board. 

(Stat.,  XIX,  120.) 

July  31,  1876. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1877. 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the 
surveying  and  exploring  expeditions  of  the  Government,  $10,000. 

For  fitting  up  apartments  for  mounting  and  photographing  speci- 
mens, $3,000. 

(Stat.,  XIX,  109.) 

August  15,  1876. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1877. 

For  official  postage  stamps  for  the  National  Museum  in  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  $1,000. 
(Stat.,  XIX,  163.) 

March  2,  1877—Senate. 

The  Senate  having  under  consideration  the  sundry  civil  appropri- 
ation bill,  the  next  amendment  was  in  line  486,  under  the  head  of 
*'  Smithsonian  Institution,"  to  increase  the  appropriation  "  for  preser- 
vation and  care  of  the  collections  of  the  National  Museum"  from. 
$13,000  to  $25,000. 

Agreed  to. 
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The  next  amendment  was  to  insert — 

For  expenses  of  making  up  into  seta  for  distribution  to  colleges  and  academies  the 
duplicate  ores,  minerals,  and  objects  of  natural  history  now  belonging  to  the  United 
States  or  in  the  collections  of  the  international  exposition  presented  to  it  by  foreign 
governments,  $5,000. 

Agreed  to. 

March  3,  1877. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1878. 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  preservation  and  care  of  the  collec- 
tions of  the  National  Museum,  $18,000. 

For  expenses  of  making  up  into  sets  for  distribution  to  colleges  and 
academies  the  duplicate  ores,  minerals,  and  objects  of  natural  history 
now  belonging  to  the  United  States,  or  in  the  collections  of  the  Inter- 
national Exposition  presented  to  it  by  foreign  governments,  $5,000. 

For  fitting  up  the  Armory  Building  for  storage  of  articles  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  including  those  transferred  from  the  Interna- 
tional Exhibition  and  expense  of  watching  the  same,  $2,500. 

(Stat.,  XIX,  350.) 

March  3,  1877. 

Deficiency  act  for  1877,  etc. 

For  the  National  Museum  in  charge  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution: 
For  restoring  to  their  proper  place  in  the  National  Museum  cases 
removed  to  the  International  Exhibition,  and  rearranging  the  collec- 
tions, and  for  expenses  and  preservation  of  the  collections,  and  for 
receiving,  packing,  and  transporting  the  objects  presented  to  the 
United  States  at  the  Centennial  by  State  and  foreign  governments, 
and  for  properly  storing  and  preserving  them  until  a  proper  disposi- 
tion can  be  made  of  the  same,  $25,000. 

(Stat.,  XIX,  370.) 

PHILADELPHIA   CENTENNIAL   EXHIBITION,    1876. 
February  16,  1876. 

Whereas  by  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
celebrating  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  American  independence 
by  holding  an  international  exhibition  of  arts,  manufacture,  and  products 
of  the  soil  and  mine,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  the  year  1876,"  approved  March  3,  1875  [1871],  provision 
was  made  for  the  celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
declaration  of  American  independence  by  "an  exhibition  of  American 
and  foreign  arts,  products,  and  manufactures,"  to  be  "held  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1876;"  and 

Whereas  by  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the 
Centennial  International  Exhibition  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
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phia.  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1876,"  approved  June  1, 1872, 
the  Centennial  Board  of  Finance  was  incorporated,  with  authority  to 
raise  the  capital  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
said  act  of  March  3,  1871;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  a 
joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  June  5,  1874,  did  ''extend,  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  a  respectful  and  cordial  invitation 
to  the  governments  of  other  nations  to  be  represented  and  take  part 
in  the  International  Exposition  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,-"  and  as  the  govern- 
ments so  invited,  to  the  number  of  thirty -eight,  have  so  accepted  such 
invitation,  and  many  of  them  are  making  extensive  preparations  to 
embrace  the  courtesy  so  extended  to  them,  thereby  rendering  proper 
arrangements  for  the  coming  ceremonies  on  the  pai^t  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  a  matter  of  honor  and  good  faith;  and 

Whereas  the  preparations  designed  by  the  United  States  Centennial 
Commission,  and  in  part  executed  by  the  Centennial  Board  of  Finance, 
are  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  acts  of  Congress  relating 
thereto  and  are  on  a  scale  creditable  to  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  United  States:  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted^  etc,^  That  the  sum  of  $1,500,000,  to  complete  the 
Centennial  buildings  and  other  preparations,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  United  States  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  which  shall  be  paid  on  the  drafts  of  the 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Centennial  Board  of  Finance,  one-third 
immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act  and  the  remainder  in  four 
equal  monthly  payments:  Provided^  That  in  the  distribution  of  any 
moneys  that  may  remain  in  the  treasury  of  the  Centennial  Board  of 
Finance  after  the  payment  of  its  debts,  as  provided  for  by  the  tenth 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  1,  1872,  incorporating^ 
said  Centennial  Board  of  Finance,  the  appropriation  hereinbefore 
made  shall  be  paid  in  full  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
before  any  dividend  or  percentage  of  the  profits  shall  be  paid  to  the 
holders  of  said  stock:  Promd-ed  also^  That  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  shall  not,  under*  any  circumstances,  l>e  liable  for  any 
debt  or  obligation  of  the  United  States  Centennial  Commission  or 
the  Centennial  Board  of  Finance  or  any  payment  in  addition  to  the 
foregoing  sum. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  money  by  this  act  appropriated  shall  be  paid  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  Centennial  Board  of  Finance  only  after  he  and 
the  president  of  the  board  shall  have  executed  a  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$500,000  to  the  United  States,  with  sufficient  security,  to  be  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  safe-keeping  and  faithful 
disbursement  of  the  sum  hereby  appropriated. 

(Stat.,  XIX,  3.) 
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April  17,  1876. 

Be  !t  imiwted^  et<.\^  That  the  sum  of  $40,000  ]>e,  and  the  same  is 
hereb}^  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  examination  and  appi'aisement  and 
for  the  incidental  expenses  connected  with  the  admission  of  foreign 
goods  to  the  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia. 

(Stat.,  XIX,  34.) 

May  1,  1876. 

Deficiency  act  for  1876,  etc. 

For  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  ti'ansportation,  care,  and 
custody,  arranging  and  exhibiting,  and  safe  return  of  articles  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  to  be  presented  and  exhibited  in  the  United 
States  building  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia,  during 
the  year  1876,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 
1875,  the  following  sums  are  hereby  appropriated,  namely:  ♦  *  ♦ 
for  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $21,000:  ♦  *  ♦  Provided^  That 
for  contingent  expenses  any  surplus  arising  from  appropriations  made 
to  either  of  said  Departments  by  act  of  March  3,  1875,  is  hereby 
authorized  to  be  used  for  the  pui*poses  herein  mentioned. 

(Stat.,  XIX,  45.) 

July  20,  1876. 

Be  it  rewlved^  etc,  That  the  act  approved  June  18,  1874,  entitled 
"An  act  to  admit  free  of  duty  articles  intended  for  the  International 
Exhibition  of  1876,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so  amended  as  to  per- 
mit the  sale  and  delivery,  during  the  exhibition,  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  heretofore  imported  and  now  in  the  exhibition  buildings, 
subject  to  such  additional  regulations  for  the  security  of  the  revenue 
and  the  collection  of  duties  thereon  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  in  his  discretion  prescribe. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  entire  stock  of  each  exhibitor,  consisting  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  by  him  and  now  in  said  buildings,  is 
hereby  declared  liable  for  the  payment  of  duties  accruing  on  any  por- 
tion thereof,  in  case  of  the  removal  of  such  portion  from  said  build- 
ings without  payment  of  the  lawful  duties  thereon. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  penalties  prescribed  by  and  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  section  3082  of  the  Revised  Statutes  shall  be  deemed  and 
held  to  apply  in  the  case  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  now  in 
said  buildings  sold,  delivered,  or  removed  without  payment  of  duties, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  had  been 
imported  contrar}"  to  law;  and  the  article  or  articles  so  sold,  delivered, 
or  removed  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to  have  been  so  imported  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  parties,  respectively,  concerned  in  such  sale,  deliv- 
ery, or  removal. 

(Stat.,  XIX,  214.) 
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PHILADELPHIA   CENTENNIAL   EXPOSITION. — GOVERNMENT   EXHIBIT. 
February  1,  1877 — House. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Centennial  Cele- 
bration, submitted  report,  No.  144: 

That  they  have  fully  and  carefully  considered  the  President's  rec- 
ommendation, and  -also  the  letters  from  Professors  Henry  and  Baird, 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which  are  hereto  attached,  and  they 
appreciate  the  great  importance  of  prompt  and  favoi*able  action  by 
Congress  to  provide  a  suitable  building  for  the  preservation  and  dis- 
play of  perhaps  the  largest,  most  interesting  and  valuable  museum  in 
the  world. 

It  may  be  well  to  call  attention  to  the  history  of  the  Government 
exhibit,  and  to  its  character,  extent,  and  value,  especially  as  it  has 
been  increased  by  large  and  generous  donations  from  other  nations 
who  were  also  exhibitors  at  our  Centennial  Exposition. 

INCEPTION  OF  THE  IDEA  OF  A  GOVERNMENT  EXHIBIT. 

CaU  of  the  President. — On  the  23d  of  January,  1874,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  called  upon  the  various  departments  of  the 
Government,  including  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  nominate  one 
member  each,  to  constitute  a  board  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments, to  which  should  be  committed  the  preparation  and  adoption  of 
a  plan  for  a  collective  exhibition  at  the  International  Exhibition  of 
1876  "of  such  articles  and  material  as  will  illustrate  the  functions  and 
administrative  faculties  of  the  Government  in  time  of  peace  and  its 
resources  as  a  war  power,  and  thereby  serve  to  demonstrate  the  natu|« 
of  our  institutions  and  their  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  the  people." 

Appointment  of  hoard  of  Ex€cui,we  Department, — The  persons  desig- 
nated in  response  to  the  call  of  the  President  were  the  following: 

By  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  F.  M.  Sawyer. 

By  the  Secretary  of  War,  Col.  S.  C.  Lyf ord,  U.  S.  A. 

By  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Admiral  T.  A.  Jenkins,  U.  S.  N. 

By  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  John  Eaton. 

By  the  Postmaster-General,  Charles  F.  McDonald. 

By  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  William  Saunders. 

By  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  S.  F.  Baird. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  1874,  the  nominations  were  approved  by  the 
President  for  the  board  referred  to,  and  Col.  S.  C.  Lyford  was  desig- 
nated as  chairman.  Subsequently,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Saw- 
yer, Mr.  R.  W.  Tayler  was  appointed  in  behalf  of  the  Treasury 
Department. 

The  first  business  before  the  board  being  that  of  preparing  a  gen- 
eral plan  of  the  exhibition  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  carrying  this 
out  for  each  department,  the  following  estimates  were  made,  after  a 
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careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  as  being  absolutely  necessary  to 
aci^omplish  the  work  on  a  proper  scale: 

OriffineU  estimates  of  board. 

Interior  Department $211, 000 

Treasury  Department 5, 000 

Post-Office  Department 5, 000 

Agricultural  Department 50, 000 

Smithsonian  Institution 100, 000 

War  Department 200, 000 

Navy  Department 150, 000 

Add  for  show  cases,  shelving,  incidentals,  etc 50, 000 

For  a  separate  building,  capable  of  removal  to  Washington  after  the  close 
of  the  exhibition,  to  be  used  as  a  national  museum  at  the  capital  of  the 

nation 200, 000 

971,000 

Amount  actually  appropriated, — These  estimates  were  reduced  by 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  the  following,  which  was  Dassed 
without  opposition  from  any  quarter: 

War  Department • $133, 000 

Navy  Department 100, 000 

Interior  Department 115, 000 

Treasury  Department 5, 000 

Post-Office  Department 5, 000 

Agricultural  Department 50, 000 

Smithsonian  Institution 67, 000 

United  States  Commission  of  Food-Fishes 5, 000 

For  show  cases,  shelving,  stationery,  postage,  telegrams,  expressage,  and 

incidentals 25,000 

505,000 

Authority  was  also  given  in  the  enactment  to  erect  any  building  or 
part  of  a  building  that  might  be  necessary,  to  be  "paid  for  pro  rata 
out  of  the  sums  appropriated  to  the  several  departments,  the  United 
States  Commission  of  Food-Fishes,  the  Treasury  and  Post-OflBce  De- 
partments excepted,  the  cost  of  the  building  not  to  exceed  $150,000, 
said  building  to  be  sold  at  the  close  of  the  exhibition  and  the  proceeds 
covered  into  the  Treasury  as  miscellaneous  receipts." 

Authority  was  also  given  to  the  heads  of  the  several  Executive 
Departments  to  display,  at  the  exhibition,  under  such  conditions  as 
they  might  prescribe,  all  such  articles  in  store  or  under  the  control  of 
such  departments  as  might  be  necessary  or  desirable  to  render  the  col 
lection  complete  and  exhaustive,  but  the  board  were  forbidden  to 
expend  any  larger  sum  than  was  set  down  for  each  department  or  to 
enter  into  any  contract  or  engagement  that  should  result  in  any  such 
increased  expenditure.     ♦    ♦    ♦ 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 


i 
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Erection  of  hiiilding, — A  committee  of  the  ]>oard  of  the  respective 
Departments  was  appointed  to  take  into  considei*atioii  all  the  matters 
relating  to  this  building,  and  to  consider  plans  for  the  same;  and  from 
several  oflFered  them,  that  of  an  edifice  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  designed 
by  James  H.  Windrim,  of  Philadelphia,  was  selected.  The  floor  of  this 
occupied  102,840  square  feet,  of  which  20,840  was  taken  up  by  passages, 
leaving  a  space  remaining  of  82,000  square  feet  for  exhibition  purposes. 
It  was  completed  and  ready  for  occupation  March  1,  1876,  on  which 
date  it  was  accepted  by  the  board.  The  space  assigned  to  each  Depart* 
ment  was  as  follows: 

Feel. 

War  Department , 11,200 

Navy  Department 10, 400 

Treasury  Department 3, 000 

Post-Office  Department 3,800 

Interior  Department 20, 600 

Agricultural  Department 6, 000 

Smithsonian  Institution 20, 000 

Fish  Commission 6, 000 

81,000 

The  original  contract  for  the  cost  of  this  building  was  $67,201.61, 
but  subsequent  changes  somewhat  increased  the  amount.  These,  with 
other  expenses,  such  as  grading  the  grounds,  etc.,  made  the  total 
amount  to  be  deducted  from  the  available  fund  and  divided  pro  rata 
among  the  various  Departments,  with  the  exception  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  CoDMnission  of  Food  Fishes,  about  $94,000,  leaving  about 
$411,000  for  the  actual  purposes  of  the  display. 

The  building  was  entirely  of  wood,  and  of  course  liable  to  damage 
from  fire.  A  careful  guard  was,  however,  maintained,  and  no  accident 
of  any  kind  occurred  during  the  exhibition. 

Completeness  on  opening  day. — ^Although  the  time  at  the  command 
of  the  board  for  the  preparation  of  the  exhibit  was  short,  and  the 
amount  of  money  appropriated  to  carry  out  the  plans  of  the  several 
Departments  was  considered  by  them  insufficient  for  the  purpose,  on 
the  opening  day  of  the  exhibition  most  of  the  articles  were  in  their 
places,  this  being  especially  the  case  with  those  of  the  Army  and  Navy; 
and  the  remainder  were  ready  within  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  later. 
In  this  respect  the  Government  display  was  in  advance  of  those  in  the 
other  buildings,  the  internal  arrangements  of  which  were  more  or  leas 
incomplete  for  a  long  time  after  the  10th  of  May. 

THE  SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION. 

This  illustrated,  first,  the  operations  of  the  Institution  itself;  sec- 
ond, that  of  the  National  Museum  of  the  United  States  under  its 
charge. 
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L  The  Smithsonian  lustifutlon, — This  display  contained  a  full  series 
of  all  the  publications  of  the  Institution  and  charts  illustrating  its 
system  of  international  exchanges,  with  a  set  of  large  charts,  showing 
the  mean  temperature  and  the  rainfall  in  the  United  States. 

^.  National  Museum,,  under  tJie  direction  of  the  Sviithsonian  Insti- 
tution,—  In  the  museum  section  were  shown  collections  illustrating  the 
economical  mineral  wealth  of  the  United  States,  in  a  series  of  ores  of 
the  precious  and  baser  metals  and  their  metallurgy,  including  speci- 
mens of  the  metals  and  their  simple  applications;  the  materials  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  glass,  such  as  sand,  soda,  etc.,  and  the  eai*th 
and  clays,  with  their  applications  in  tiles,  terra  cotta,  bricks,  and 
pottery;  the  different  varieties  of  coal,  petroleum;  samples  of  the 
principal  building  stones,  as  marble,  gi'anite,  etc. 

The  animal  section  contained,  first,  representations  of  the  animals 
of  the  United  States  of  economical  importance  to  the  country,  as  fur- 
nishing food,  ivory,  bone,  leather,  glue,  furs,  bristles,  oil,  etc. ;  second, 
the  apparatus  by  which  these  animals  are  pursued  and  captured;  third, 
the  means  by  which  they  are  utilized  for  the  wants  or  luxuries  of  man 
when  taken;  fourth,  specimens  of  the  products  of  such  utilization  and 
their  simple  applications,  and,  fifth,  the  methods  by  which  they  are 
protected  and  multiplied. 

The  United  States  Fish  Commission, — In  this  was  shown  a  series  of 
models  in  plaster  or  papier-mach^  of  the  principal  fishes  and  cretaceans 
of  the  United  States,  and  photographs  and  original  drawings  of  the 
same,  as  furnishing  oil,  bone,  or  manure,  together  with  the  apparatus 
of  pursuits  and  capture;  models  of  boats  of  different  styles  of  con- 
struction, and  special  illustrations  of  the  whale  fishery.  Also  the 
methods  of  fish  culture,  in  illustrations  of  hatching  boxes,  carrying 
vessels,  models  of  fish  ways,  etc.  This  display  and  that  of  the  animal 
department  of  the  Smithsonian  exhibit  were  more  or  less  united,  and 
illustrated  not  only  the  methods  and  appliances  of  civilized  man  in  this 
connection,  but  also  those  of  the  American  savage. 

Public  opinion  in  regard  to  the  Government  exhibit, — As  already 
remarked,  the  oflScers  in  charge  of  the  Government  exhibit  were  unable 
to  make  it  as  complete  as  they  had  hoped,  on  account  of  the  reduced 
appropriation  for  the  purpose;  but  as  it  was,  it  was  considered  by  all 
visitors  as  decidedly  the  best  part  of  the  International  Exhibition,  in 
view  of  the  extent  and  exhaustiveness  of  the  collection  and  the  method 
and  order  of  its"  display. 

No  special  catalogue  of  the  Government  exhibits  was  printed, 
authority  not  having  been  obtained  from  Congress  for  the  purpose, 
although  a  very  full  catalogue  had  been  prepared. 

The  building  was  constantly  the  resort  of  intelligent  visitors  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  and  a  great  many  critical  reports  have  been 
published  already  in  foreign  journals  in  regard  to  this  display.     Pro- 
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fessor  Archer,  one  of  the  chief  commissioners  from  Great  Britain,  in 
a  lecture  recently  delivered  before  the  Society  of  Arts  in  London,  uses 
the  following  language  in  speaking  of  the  United  States  Govemnoient 
building  and  its  annexes: 

This  group  (consisted  of  a  very  large  edifice,  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  erected  by  the 
United  States  Government  at  a  cost  of  $60,000,  and,  in  addition,  a  laboratory  for  illus- 
trations of  arsenal  work  and  a  model  military  hospital,  which  was  of  great  practical 
utility  during  the  exhibition.  Within  the  chief  building  was  displayed  .most  inter- 
esting and  instructive  collections,  illustrative  of  the  work  of  the  Smithsonian  Instita- 
tion,  and  the  general  and  geological  surveys  of  the  States,  the  mineral,  zoological, 
and  botanical  collections  connected  with  those  surveys,  and  also  most  important 
ethnological  and  prehistoric  collections.  The  great  (collection  of  food-fishea  of 
America,  made  for  the  Fishery  Commission  by  Professor  Baird,  with  the  appliances 
for  catching  and  preserving  fish ;  also  series  illustrating  the  various  naval  and  mili- 
tary weapons  and  engines,  and  machinery  for  arsenal  work;  and,  lastly,  a  complete 
display  of  all  the  applications  in  the  postal  department  of  the  States.  The  general 
arrangement  of  the  contents  of  this  large  building,  covering  about  2  acres,  was  most 
satisfactory  and  had  been  carried  out  under  the  most  competent  scientific  super- 
vision; hence  it  was  felt  to  be  the  most  instructive  portion  of  the  Centennial  Exhibi-' 
tion.  It  brought  into  full  view  a  great  mass  of  the  intellectual  work  of  some  of  the 
greatest  of  American  workers  in  the  fields  of  science.  (Journal  of  the  Society  of 
Arts,  December  22,  1876.) 

These  suggestions  were  based  upon  tiie  exhibit  tis  actually  made,  and 
which  closed  with  the  expiration  of  the  Centennial  Exhibition  on  the 
10th  of  November. 

DONATIONS  TO   THE   UNITED   STATES  GOVERNMENT. 

After  the  close  of  the  exhibition  a  new  element  was  introduced  into 
the  question  of  the  transfer  of  the  Government  collections  to  Wash* 
ington  and  their  arrangement  for  inspection  and  study,  namely,  the 
donation  to  the  United  States  of  many  objects  or  entire  collections 
that  had  been  displayed  elsewhere  in  the  exhibition  than  in  the  Got- 
ernment  building.     These  were  derived  from  two  sources: 

First.  From  American  State  commissions  and  private  exhibitors, 
by  whom  much  material  of  great  value  was  presented  and  tending  to 
fill  up  important  blanks. 

Second.  From  the  commissions  of  the  several  foreign  governments 
participating  in  the  International  Exhibition  of  1876. 

The  experience  of  previous  expositions  had  indicated  the  probn* 
bility  of  contributions  from  the  latter  source,  and  to  meet  the  expected 
emergency  Congress  at  its  last  session  granted  the  Armory  building 
to  the  National  Museum,  and  made  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose 
in  the  following  words: 

For  repairing  and  fitting  up  the  so-called  Armory  building,  on  the  Mall,  between 
Sixth  and  Seventh  streets,  and  to  enable  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  store  therein 
and  to  take  care  of  specimens  of  the  extensive  series  of  the  ores  of  the  precious 
metals,  marbles,  coals,  and  numerous  objects  of  natural  history  now  on  exhibition  in 
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Philadelphia,  iiKtluding  [any]  other  articles  of  practical  and  econoinic^il  value,  pre- 
Bente<l  by  various  foreign  governments  to  the  National  Museum,  $4,500:  I\ovide.d^ 
That  the  said  sum  shall  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

The  contributions  from  the  States  were  of  very  great  value; 
Nevada,  Utah,  Montana,  Tennessee,  etc.,  presenting  most  valuable 
series  of  their  ores,  while  an  aggregate  of  much  magnitude  was 
received  from  individuals;  minerals,  metals,  ores,  building  stones, 
coals,  pottery,  etc.,  all  being  included.  It  was,  however,  from  the 
foreign  commissions  as  above  referred  to  that  the  greatest  mass  was 
derived,  so  that,  although  the  gift  of  some  articles  was  anticipated, 
the  members  of  the  Government  board  were  not  prepared  for  the 
wholesale  donation  of  by  far  the  greatest  portion  of  the  collective 
exhibits  made  by  foreign  nations,  as  well  as  those  of  many  of  their 
individual  exhibitors.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  specimens  of 
mining  and  metallurgy,  ores,  metals,  combustibles,  building  stones, 
earths,  clays,  tiles,  terra  cotta,  and  pottery;  vegetable  products,  as 
samples  of  woods,  fibers,  seeds,  medicinal  plants,  etc.,  furs,  skins,  gel- 
atin, samples  of  industrial  products  in  the  way  of  woven  and  plaited 
fabrics,  objects  in  metal,  wood,  glass,  earthen  wares,  illustrations  of 
maimers  and  customs,  etc. 

LiM  of  countries  from  which  danations  were  received, — The  nations 
from  which  were  received  the  collections  in  question  are  the  following: 

Argentine  Republic,  Austria,  Africa  (Orange  Free  State),  Belgium, 
Brazil,  Chile,  China,  Egypt,  France,  German  Empire,  Hawaiian 
Islands,  Japanese  Empire,  Mexico,  Netherlands,  Norway,  Peru,  Por- 
tugal, Russia,  Spain,  Philippine  Islands,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  Tunis, 
Turkey,  United  Kingdom  and  Colonies,  Bermuda,  Canada,  New  South 
Wales,  New  Zealand,  Queensland,  South  Australia,  Tasmania,  Vic- 
toria, Venezuela. 

The  commissions  which  are  not  included  in  this  list  had  nothing  at 
their  disposal,  their  exhibitions  cx)nsisting  either  purely  of  private 
material  reclaimed  or  otherwise  disposed  of  by  their  owners,  or,  as  in 
the  case  of  several  British  colonies,  of  articles  borrowed  from  the 
colonial  museum  in  London  and  necessarily  returned  there. 

Assignment  of  collations  recei/ved. — While  no  special  authority  had 
been  given  by  Congress  to  receive  these  articles,  it  was  not  considered 
proper  to  refuse  them,  and  they  were  accordingly  taken  charge  of  by 
the  several  departments  of  the  Government  to  which  they  were  most 
nearly  related.  An  exhibit  of  the  iron,  chain  cables,  cordage,  etc.,  of 
the  naval  department  of  Russia  was  received  by  the  representatives  of 
the  Navy  Department.  To  the  Bureau  of  Education  was  delivered 
everything  of  an  educational  character.  The  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture received  the  articles  belonging  to  the  vegetable  kingdom,  such  as 
sections  of  wood,  fibers,  grains,  seeds,  etc.,  while  articles  belonging  to 
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the  mineral  and  animal  kingdoms,  and  as  illustnitive  of  the  manners 
and  customs  of  the  people,  were  Uiken  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
and  objects  relating  to  the  fisheries?  by  the  United  States  Fish  Com- 
mission. 

Accompanying  communications  from  some  of  these  departments  give 
in  fuller  detail  the  character  of  these  donations.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
so  far  as  the  Bureau  of  Education,  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  and  the  Commission  of  F<H)d-Fishes  are  con- 
cerned, the  collections  promise  to  exceed  in  magnitude  their  own  Cen- 
tennial exhibitions. 

I'HOPOHED  TRANSFER  OP  THIS  COLLECTION   TO   WASHINGTON. 

Oeneral  feeling  on  the  mdjjact, — ^The  interest  in  the  exhibition  of  the 
Goverimient  very  naturally  suggested  to  many  the  importance  of 
transfeiTing  it  to  Washington  and  maintaining  it  in  its  original  form, 
and  numerous  suggestions  and  earnest  appeals  to  that  effect  have 
already  appeared  in  the  public  press.  This  feeling  met  with  special 
expression  in  a  resolution  of  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  at  its 
session  in  Philadelphia  in  October;  and  in  compliance  with  its  instruc- 
tions, Professor  Henry,  its  president,  transmitted  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  the  following  communication: 

Smithsonian  Institution, 
WoBhingtoriy  J).  (*.,  XovemlHrr  IS,  1876, 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  National  Academy  of 
Sciences  held  in  October  laat  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  unkni- 
moufily  adopted: 

**  Whereas  the  members  of  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  have  been  greatly 
impressed  by  the  extent,  rarity,  and  richness  of  the  truly  national  collection  con- 
tained in  the  Government  building  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  and  considering 
the  great  importance  and  lasting  interest  with  which  the  people  of  the  United  States 
must  regard  this  collection:  Therefore, 

** Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Academy  the  Government  collections  as  a 
whole  should  be  transferred  to  Washington,  and  there  preserved  in  an  appropriate 
building  for  perpetual  exhibition. 

**  Resolved  J  That  the  Academy  entertains  the  hope  that  the  President  of  the  United 

States  will  favor  the  foregoing  proposition;  that  he  will  delay  the  dispersion  of  the 

.  exhibit  from  the  several  Executive  Departments  until  Congress  has  assembleil,  and 

that  he  will  recommend  to  that  body  to  provide  for  the  transfer  of  the  Government 

collection  to  the  city  of  AVashington,  and  for  its  subsetjuent  permanent  support." 

In  transmitting  these  resolutions  to  Your  Excellency,  I  l)eg  leave,  in  favor  of  the 
proposition,  to  suggest,  first,  that  the  exhibit  would  form  a  fitting  memorial  of  the 
centennial  condition  of  the  country;  second,  that  it  would  illustrate  in  a  striking 
manner  the  applianctes  used  by  the  (4ovemment  in  carrying  on  its  various  and  com- 
plex operations;  third,  that  it  would  lx»  a  repository  in  whi(^h  the  natural  resources 
of  each  State  would  he  exhibited;  fourth,  that  it  would  give  information,  in  one 
veiw  of  importance  to  the  statesman,  legislator,  scientist,  educator,  and  the  capitalist 
of  our  own  and  of  foreign  countries;  fifth,  it  would  be  of  interest  to  the  intelligent 
public  at  lai^,  and  would  meet  the  ap])robation  of  all  who  reganl  the  prosperity  of 
the  country,  and  take  pride  in  the  condition  of  the  national  capital. 
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In  conchision,  it  may  not  i)erhaps  be  improper  to  remark  that  I  do  not  advotiate 
this  proi>oaition  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  power  and  influen(*e  of  the  Smith- 
sonimi  Institution.     On  the  contrary,  I  think  the  exhibit  should  be  made  a  truly 
national  one,  and  be  inmneiiiatcly  under  the  control  of  the  Government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Henry, 
President  National  Academy  of  Sciences. 

Economical  vaJ/ueofthe  coUfction, — Embracing  as  these  donations  do 
the  essential  portion  of  the  displays  of  foreign  nations,  such  as  their 
natural  products,  general  industries  and  educational  and  scientific 
methods,  etc.,  it  is  clearly  evident  that  the  element  of  the  Centennial 
exhibition  of  most  importance  to  the  American  people  has  thus  been 
left  to  it,  in  the  closing  of  the  centennial,  and  if  properly  administered 
mast  conduce  in  a  very  great  degree  to  the  material  and  mental  advance 
of  the  nation.  By  rearranging  it  in  a  systematic  manner,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  articles  already  shown,  a  most  instructive  and  important 
museum  can  be  made  available  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  We 
are  assured  that  no  such  collection  as  this  is  to  be  found  in  an}'^  part  of 
the  world;  and  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  it  can  ever  again  l)e  repro- 
duced, as  many  of  the  nations  represented  at  the  centennial  have  inti- 
mated their  intention  of  not  taking  part  in  the  Paris  or  any  future 
exposition. 

Distrihution  of  duplicates. — As  might  be  expected,  a  large  amount 
of  duplicate  material  accompanies  these  donations  to  the  United  States 
from  American  and  foreign  sources,  which,  when  a  final'  armngemcnt 
is  accomplished,  can,  if  Congress  so  direct,  be  distributed  to  various 
educational  and  industrial  establishments  throughout  the  United  States. 

Cotumercial  valiie. — ^The  expenditures  of  the  United  States,  for  an 
exhibition  lasting  but  six  months,  have  amounted  to  nearly  $600,000. 
The  donations  from  our  own  States  and  individuals,  tending  to  fill  up 
some  of  the  gaps  and  complete  the  American  display,  which  an  insuf- 
ficient appropriation  interfered  with,  and  those  from  foreign  nations 
which  have  been  given  to  the  United  States,  can  hardly  he  considered 
as  overvalued  at  J>4rOO,000,  and  we  therefore  have  an  aggregate  of  prop- 
erty, in  value  of  at  least  a  million  of  dollars  to  provide  for. 

Future  increase  of  collections. — Promises  have  been  made  ])y  most  of 
the  foreign  commissions  to  complete  any  portion  illustrating  the  nat- 
ural products  and  industries  of  their  respective  countries  whenever  the 
arrangement  of  the  collection  shows  the  deficiencies. 

Action  of  the  President  in  regard  to  transfer. — In  view  of  the  magni 
tude  of  the  collections  thus  acquired  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
inadequacy  of  any  present  provision  for  their  transfer  to  Washington 
and  their  arrangement  here,  as  also  in  view  of  the  urgency  of  the 
appeal  of  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,  the  President,  under  date 
of  November  17,  1876,  issued  an  order  forbidding  the  removal  of  the 
articles  in  the  Government  l)uilding  until  some  arrangement  could  be 
H.  Doc.  732 Ab 
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made  in  regard  to  them.  This  order  was  siihseciiumtly  modified  by 
allowing  such  objects  as  were  re(|uired  for  the  use  of  the  (Toverniuent 
in  Washington  or  elsewhere  to  be  tninsferred,  as  also  such  as  Avcre 
liable  to  decay  or  injury  })y  remaining  in  a  ])uilding  ex])ose(l  to  cold 
and  dampness.  The  greater  part  of  these  articles  are  now  stored  in 
the  Government  Iniilding  at  Philadelphia  waiting  some  action  on  the 
part  of  Congress. 

Dem(fliff07i  of  (rirvmtmrnt  Vi'ntenn'ud  hnildl/Hj  s^nm  required.-— As 
the  contract  made  by  the  park  commission  with  the  C-enteimial  Ck>iix- 
mission  requires  the  removal  of  all  the  buildings  within  sixty  days  of  the 
close  of  the  (».xhi])it,  it  is  necessary  to  take  si)eedy  action  on  this  sub- 
ject; and  if  Congress  does  not  see  tit  to  erect  a  building  at  the  present 
time  for  the  proper  display  of  the  collections,  measures  must  at  any 
rate  ])e  authorized  for  their  removal  to  Wiushington  and  their  storage 
in  some  safe  place.  As  the  appropriations  made  to  the  Government 
board  did  not  contemplate*  these  foreign  and  domestic  donations  in 
their  enormous  aggregate,  and  are  entirely  inadequate  to  handling 
them,  your  committee  earnestly  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be 
made  to  convey  this  large  and  most  interesting  collection  to  Wash- 
ington City,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  in  which  to 
exhibit  the  same,  so  that  all  of  our  citizens  mav  have  free  access  and 
abundant  opportunity  to  study  the  contents  of  a  really  international 
nmseum. 

No  argument  is  needed  to  prove  the  InMieticial  effects  upon  the  whole 
people*  of  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  great  resources  of  our  own 
and  of  other  nations.  And  the  advantages  which  will  ])e  afforded  by 
the  contemplated  nmsemn  can  not  l)e  overestimated. 

The  location  and  plans  suggested  by  Pi'ofessors  Henry  and  Baird 
seem  to  your  committee  convenient  and  proper.  Th(»  very  nature  of 
the  collection  suggests  its  association  with  the  nmseum  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution;  but  securing  and  [)roviding  for  the  display  is 
vastly  more  important  than  the  selection  or  adoption  of  any  specific 
place. 


Smithhoxiax  iNSTiTrTiDX,  Jannan/  -:*4^  1877. 

Sir:  Ah  chairman  of  the  cx>mmittce  to  which  was  referral  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent'h  message  as  relates  to  the  traiij?fer  of  the  Government  c<»l lections  to  Washings 
ton,  I  lx»g  leave  to  submit  t4^)  you  the  following  remarks: 

1.  Congress,  in  the  organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  din^'ted  that  it 
should  make  provision,  on  a  liberal  scale,  for  a  nuL'jeum,  which  should  contain  all 
objects  of  natural  history  and  of  curious  and  foreign  research  l)elonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. In  mvonlance  with  this  direction  the  Institution  erecte<l  a  building, 
which  has  cost  upwanl  of  $500,0(X),  fnim  the  Smitlison  fund.  It  has  also  develop^ 
and  for  many  years  i)rinciiially  supporttni  this  museum,  the  collections  Ixnng  the 
property  of  the  Government,  while  the  building  wm*  ertH'ted  out  <»f  the  Sniithson 
fund. 
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2.  On  atvount  of  the  appropriatioiiH  of  Coug^e^?s  for  the  Centennial,  ami  tlie  lil)eral 
donations  which  have  been  made  to  the  collectionH  by  the  States  of  the  Union,  by 
individuals,  and  especially  by  foreign  govern  men  t,«*,  the  National  Museum  has  sud- 
denly increase<l  to  fourfold  its  previous  dimensions. 

*  3.  For  this  increase  an  additional  building  is  re(iuin.»<l,  which  can  not  Ik^  made,  jus 
the  jjrenous  one  was,  from  the  income  of  the  Smithson  fund,  and  means  must  there- 
fore be  provided  by  an  aj)propriation  from  Congress  for  this  purpose. 

4.  The  e<lifice  required  should  1x5  placed  in  conneirtion  w^ith  the  present  Smith- 
sonian building,  in  onler  that  the  w^holemay  form  one  system;  for  should  it  be  j)laced 
on  other  grounds  and  made  a  distinct  museum,  the  i>rcei»nt  Smithsonian  building,  far 
too  large  for  iU^  own  oi>erations  and  too  exi)ensive  to  In*  proi)erly  sustainwl,  wouM  Ixj 
left  upon  the  hands  of  the  Institution. 

1  herewith  beg  leave  to  transmit  the  a<;companying  communiciition  of  Prof.  S.  F. 

Baird,  who  ha<l  charge  of  the  Smithsonian  exhibit  at  the  Centennial,  which  contains 

a  full  exposition  of  the  nature  of  the  additions  to  the  museum  and  of  the  necessity  of 

the  immediate  erwtion  of  a  suitable  building  to  contain  them. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  olnxlient  servant, 

Joseph  IIenky, 

Stcretary  Smithmnntn  IimtitHtloii. 
Hon.  Jas.  H.  Hopkins, 

House  of  RepresentatireH  Select  ConnniUir  on  the  (JeiiUmniaL 


Smithsonian  Institution, 

WaHhingtOHy  Jntiunn/ 18^  1877. 

Sir:  I'nderstanding  that  the  Centennial  Committee  of  the  House  of  liepresenta- 
tives  has  under  consideration  that  portion  of  the  President's  message  in  reference  to 
the  rearrangement  of  the  collections  exhibite<l  in  the  Goveniment  building  at  the 
International  Exhibition  in  some  suitable  building  in  the  city  of  Washington,  I 
would  res])ectfully  re<iue,st  that  you  communicate  with  them  in  reference  to  the 
nee<ls  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  which  the  care  of  the  National  Museum  has 
biH^n  committed  by  Congress. 

There  is,  I  l>elieve,  no  (luestion  as  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  American  f)eople  with 
the  riiite<l  States  exhibition  maile  in  the  Govemment  building.  It  was  a  subject  of 
R*IK»ate<l  commendation,  and  suggestions  were  continually  made  by  the  press  and 
el-sewhere  as  to  the  imjKjrtance  of  its  transfer  to  and  maintenance  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  It  was  universally  considere*!  the  best  part  of  the  Ontennial  display, 
anrl  was  the  sjKH'ial  object  of  attention  and  investigation  among  the  foreign  judges 
and  memlx»rs  of  the  foreign  commissions  whose  duty  it  was  to  prei)are  reiK)rts  upcm 
the  International  Exhibition  of  1876  to  their,  resjx^ctive  governments.  Pnjfessor 
Archer,  one  of  the  two  chief  commissioners  from  (rn-at  Britain,  in  an  address  deliv- 
ered iK'fore  the  Society  of  Arts  in  London  on  the  22d  of  December,  eai^ecially  char- 
acterizes the  (lovemment  exhibit  as  the  most  interesting  and  imiK)rtant  at  the 
Centennial. 

The  general  feeling  on  the  subject  of  a  transfer  of  the  collections  found  expression 
in  the  vote  of  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,  the  highest  scientific  tribunal  in 
the  country,  at  its  Octolx'r  session,  in  which  the  president  of  the  acadtmy  was 
instructe<l  to  address  the  President  of  the  Uniteil  States  in  n?ference  to  the  impor- 
tamv  of  exhibiting  in  Washington  the  United  St&U^  collection  then  in  Pliiladelphia. 
This  was  done,  and  the  subject  was  referre<l  to  in  the  message  of  the  President  with 
earnest  commendation.  The  collections  were  at  the  same  time  onlered  bv  him  to 
be  kei>t  in  the  Cioveniment  building  imtil  the  decision  of  C^mgress  <!Ould  Ih)  ascer- 
tained. The  transfer  of  the  objects  from  the  building  was  therefore  arrested,  to  await 
further  action. 
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As  in  woll  known  to  the  committee,  the  {tarticipants  in  tlie  display  were  the  War, 
Navy,  Tn^4U4iiry,  Interior,  PoHt-OiRce,  Hn<l  Agricultural  Dei^artnioutH,  the  Sinithpunian 
Institution,  and  the  XJnitecl  States  Fish  Commission,  and  it  is  eniKH-ially  with  refer- 
ence t^)  the  last  two  sections  that  I  l)eg  leave  to  a<idress  you. 

The  exhibition  made  at  the  C-entennial  l>v  the  Smitlisonian  Institution,  in  counec> 
tion  with  that  of  the  United  States  Fish  Onnniission,  was  inten^hnl  U.)  represent 
especially  the  animal  and  mineral  resounjes  of  the  United  States.  The  mineral  dis- 
play was  designefl  to  show  the  pro<iuctfl  of  the  Unite<l  Statcfs  as  <h'rived  from  ita 
mines,  an<l  embraoe<l  the  largest  collection  of  ores  of  gold,  silver,  anrl  men^ury  from 
the  Pacific  and  Western  States  ever  brought  together.  It  includtil  also  excellent 
series  of  the  same  objects  from  the  more  eastern  portioiw  of  the  c(.)untry.  This  divi- 
sion of  the  mineral  exhibition  amounts  to  over  25  tons  in  weight,  an<l  |)ossefl8eB 
a  bullion  value  of  probably  $30,000  or  $40,000.  A  Hi)ecial  exhibit  of  her  ores  of 
great  s<!ientific  and  industrial  value  was  made  in  the  Government  building  by  the 
State  of  Neva<ia,  afterwartls  presented  to  the  Unite<l  States.  Similar  displays  and 
donations  of  somewhat  less  magnitude  were  shown  by  Montana,  Utah,  Tennessee,  etc 

In  addition  to  the  representation  of  the  precious  metals,  full  Bc?ries  were  shown  y>y 
the  National  Museum  of  the  ores  of  iron,  copper,  lead,  zinc,  tin,  nickel;  while  the 
marV)U.»s  and  other  ornamental  stones,  plain  and  ]M)lishc^l,  in  very  gn^at  variety,  were 
displayed  in  large*  masscw.  All  the  varieties  of  troals  art^  inchuUnl  in  the  collection, 
as  also  the  e^irths  and  clays,  with  their  applications  in  the  way  of  l)rick,  tile,  terra 
cotta,  etc. 

Tlie  entire  mineral  display,  as  such,  was  closely  crf)wded  in  a  sjMU-e  of  about  10,000 
square  ft^^t,  and  would  liave  lx?en  more  conveniently  exhibite<l  in  twice  that  area. 
Notwithstanding  the  intrinsic  value  of  much  of  the  material  exhibited,  no  money 
was  exj)endcNl  in  actual  pun^hases,  the  outlays  C(jnsisting  of  the  necessary  ex])en8e8 
incurre<l  l)y  the  agents  of  the  Institution  in  visiting  the  different  mining  regions  of 
the  United  States  to  collect  the  specimens,  and  their  own  compensatign,  the  cost  of 
boxing,  transjK)rtation,  etc. 

The  <lisplay  of  the  animal  resources  of  the  Unite<l  States  was  arranged  under  five 
heiids:  First.  All  the  animals  bearing  some  definite  relation  to  the  wanti<  or  luxuries 
of  man,  and  shown  either  living,  as  stuffed  si>ecimens,  or  in  plaster  ciists,  photo- 
graj)hs,  or  draA^-ings.  Second.  The  ap|)aratus  by  which  they  are  j>ursutHl  and  cap- 
tunni.  Thinl.  The  manner  in  wliich  they  are  utilize<l.  Fourth.  The  ri'sults  of  such 
utilization  in  the  form  of  the  raw  material  and  their  simpler  applicnitions.  Fifth. 
The  means  by  which  they  are  propagated  and  multiplied.  Alxjut  6,000  fet^t  were 
0(!cupie<l  l)y  thesti  collections. 

The  variety  of  subjcHita  retjuire«i  for  wj  extensive  a  i)rogramme  was  very  great,  not 
less  than  3,000  subdivisions  Ixiing  provided  for  in  tiie  claissification,  and  represented, 
for  the  most  part,  in  more  or  less  detail. 

The  display  included  not  only  the  means  and  appliancrc^  of  civilize<l  man,  but  also 
those?  us<k1  by  the  In<Iian  for  the  same  purpose.  Here,  as  with  the  niinenils,  a  laiigie 
j)art  {*(  the  exhibit  was  presc!nte<l  by  persons  interested  in  completing  th«^  display. 

Till-  sjiecial  exhibit  of  the  fisheries  included  models  or  ])laster  casts  of  the  various 
whales,  iH^riK)ises,  seals,  and  true  fishes;  samples  of  the  eatable  and  ornamental 
sliells,  the  sponges,  corals,  and  the  like;  isinglass  and  other  pnxlucts:  siHH.'imenH  or 
nnHlels  of  the  different  kinds  of  nets,  pounds,  fish  traps,  htMjks,  lines,  hkIs  and  reela, 
lH>ats  of  all  i)atterns,  models  of  shi|>s,  apparatus  for  the  captun?  and  utilization  of 
the  whale,  etc.  This  collection  cKXiupied  a  s|)ace  of  alK>ut  10,000  square  fiH*t,  making 
thriM.^  divisions,  or  an  aggregate  of  20,600  feet  of  the  mineral,  animal,  an<i  fishery 
s<'ctions. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution  also  preparc!<l,  in  l)ehalf  of  the  Indian  Hureau,^a 
represcintation  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  tlie  American  alx:)rigines,  which  was 
extremtOy  attnurtive  to  every  one,  espcxrially  to  the  foreigner.     This  (rollection,  exbib- 
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two  months  in  thin  \v«)rk,  with  a  }»n»l»ahility  that  it  will  not  1k»  comph'ttNl  iK^fort^the 
1st  ol  I'Vhniarv. 

Thi'  (rovornnu'nt  huiidinjij  in  at  pn^^i'nt  <tow(.U»<1  with  tht^»  a«l<litionH,  notwith- 
stiimlinjj  tin.' removal  i^f  many  of  the  original  exhibits;  tho  ohjwts  thus  prx'fientedy 
it  is  lK»liov«'(l,  U'injr  sufficient  to  till  Th)  freight  ears  to  tlieir  utmost  eapaeity.     *     *     ♦ 

The  value  of  these  t'olUM'tions  tu  the  jK^ojile  of  tlie  United  States  can  ni>t  l>c  over- 
estimatt**!,  ennsistinj;  as  th<*v  do  of  many  varit*ties  of  on^s  arnl  minenils,  siHMninena  of 
animal  products,  and  materials  from  the  vegetahle  kingilom,  including,  alsc>,  the 
Htages  of  their  manufactnr"  and  the  linislu»<l  pro*Uicts,  as  well  a»i,  in  many  cases,  the 
apparatus  by  which  thes<'  results  an*  accomplislu'd.  Thus,  nearly  all  tho  known 
varieties  of  the  on*^-  «»f  silver,  goM,  nuTcury,  iron,  cojukt,  lead,  tin,  zinc,  nickel,  ottbalt, 
antimony,  etc.,  are  reprt\<«*ntiMl,  with  the  furnaci?  products  acc<)mpanying  them,  and 
tho  n.*sulting  metal;  the  brick,  tile,  and  i»ott(»ry  earth  and  clays  of  China,  Japan, 
France,  liolgium,  (Jn^at  Hritain,  Australia,  Brazil,  etc.,  in  many  castas  accom|ianied  by 
cjireful  analyst»s  of  their  composition  and  munerous  illustnitiv<' s|K'cimons  of  their 
pnxlucts;  also  building  stones,  marbles,  etc.,  siHH'inuMis  (»f  artifi<'ial  stone,  mortars?,  and 
cements,  with  the  materials  producing  them,  and  sami>les  i»f  coals  from  handredfi  of 
<liffen*nt  l(K'alities. 

Am<»ng  illustrations  of  i>ro<luct.s  from  tho  animal  industries  may  l)o  mentioned 
sjHH'imens  of  leathers  fn>m  all  i>arts  <»f  the  world  and  from  many  varieties  of  animals; 
wools,  gradtM.l  by  th(»ir  diffen*nt  (pialitii^,  and  applications  anil  price.**;  furs  of  variooa 
ppi.H"ies  of  animals  of  KuroiK*,  A^ia,  an<l  Austndia,  and  j)reparations  of  Russian  iedn- 
gla«s,  glues,  ami  gelatins  in  immense  variety. 

The  wealth  ni  vegetiible  matt-rial  is  incalculable,  embracing  as  it  doe*»  the  magnifi* 
cent  <lisplays  of  Rrazil,  the  Argentine  ('onfe<leration,  Australia,  Netherlands,  and 
other  countries  that  have  exciti^l  so  nnich  attention  <luring  tho  exhibition. 

Among  the  irulividual  objin^ts  may  I k' enumerated  samples  of  the  wooils  of  thou- 
sands of  siM'cies  of  trees,  lilx*rs  of  all  kinds,  including  material  fr^r  ]iaper  and  textile 
fabrics,  objects  of  the  materia  me<lica,  gums,  dyestuffs,  materials  for  tanning,  seeds 
of  ev(?ry  variety  of  the  grains,  homj»,  llax,  cotton,  ramie,  tobacco,  coffcH^,  ccK'oa,  etc., 
many  of  them  at  present  new  to  the  T'nittMl  States  ami  giving  promise  «)f  successfal 
intnxiuction  thennn.  These  have  Invn  n»ceive<l,  in  large*  i)art,  in  (piantity  sulficient 
for  distribution,  Russia  alont^  supplying  more  than  2tX)  bushels  of  st^inls  of  every  best 
variety  of  hemp,  oats,  wheat,  luirley,  etc.  A  large  amount  of  material  illustrating 
the  habits  and  customs  of  otlier  nations  has  also  In^en  re*reive<l.  Notably  among  these 
objects  may  IxMuentioniHl  the  entin>  exhibit  of  the  King  of  Siam  and  that  of  the 
eonnnissitmers  of  customs  ni  ( 'hina.  Hoth  of  these  collections  jiresent  an  exhaustive 
illustnition  of  tho  mode  of  life,  habits,  and  characteristics  «)f  the  pc»ople.  Many 
important  collections  oi  edu(rati(»nal  ap])aratuH  and  objec^ts  have  also  Invn  presented- 
The  navy  dei»artment  of  Russia  has  furnished  samples  of  conlage,  wire  rope,  ('hain- 
cabl<»,  iron  forgings,  etc. 

The  various  obj(?ct»  thus  presented,  after  l>eing  transft-rred  to  the  (Joveniraent 
building,  have  l)een  taktui  posseiwion  of  by  the  respective  dej^artments  to  which  they 
are  most  api)ropriate,  and  by  which  they  would  naturally  Ixi  exhibittnl  in  connection 
with  any  systematitj  display  that  might  In?  authoriztKl  by  ('i)ngress.  Although  no 
formal  ac^tion  had  lx»en  taken  by  (.ongnrss  in  reference  to  the  acceptance  of  such  donar 
tions,  yet  the  fact  that  an  a]>pn;priation  was  made  to  (it  ui>  a  building  in  Washington 
to  recreive  what  might  be  prest?ntiKl  was  considertHi  a  sulficient  warrant  ff>r  ret*eiving 
them,  especially  as  their  rejection  would  have  placi^l  the  United  .States  in  an  embar- 
rassing position  in  resjx'ct  to  its  f(»reign  guests. 

It  is  projxT  to  state  that  the  utmost  eagerness  has  been  manifesto*!  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  technical,  industrial,  and  etlucational  institutions  in  the  I'nite<l  States  in 
gathering  (»bjects  of  the  kind  in  (p]e>Jtion,  an<i  that  in  very  great  part  they  were  pre- 
vented fn)m  a(*comi>lishiug  their  objecrt  by  the  information  that  the  entire  exhibits 
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hail  iK^on  j)resente(l  to  the  Unite<l  Statorf,  and  that  application  should  be  made  to  its 
representatives  for  any  desiderata.  It  has  been  impossible,  however,  to  make  any 
selections  with  this  object,  as  the  time  of  those  concerned  has  been  fully  occupied  in 
packing  and  removing  the  collections.  It  will  hereafter  be  desirable  to  make  up 
from  the  duplicate  material  a  considerable  number  of  sets  of  these- various  sul>stances 
for  distribution  whenever  the  means  are  fumislied  for  the  purpose. 

It  will  readily  lx>  understood  that  the  reception  an<i  care  of  so  enonnous  an  addi- 
tion to  the  original  collections  already  in  charge  of  the  Government  board  would 
greatly  increase  their  responsibilities  and  expenditures,  ami,  so  far  as  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  i^  conceme<l,  the  balance  of  its  appropriation  is  entirely  inadequate  to  the 
duty  of  caring  for  this  material  and  of  transferring  it  to  AVashington.  After  its 
arrival,  too,  provision  will  need  l)e  made  for  its  maintenance  and  exhibition. 

In  view  of  the  fart  that  a  collection  of  such  magnitude  is  now  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  large  part  the  s}>ontaneous  tribute  of  respect  to  it  from  foreign 
governments,  and  that  the  whole  furnishes  ample  material  for  an  economical  and 
industrial  museum  of  the  utmost  value,  ix^rhaps  the  finest  in  the  world,  it  is  quite 
reasona])Ie  to  hope  that  Congress  will  take  the  steps  necessary  to  make  it  available 
to  the  country,  with  all  the  l)enefita  likely  to  i-esult  from  its  display. 

The  proper  disposition  of  the  collections  referred  to,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
animal  and  mineral  kingdoms,  to  ethnology,  and  to  the  general  industries,  would  be 
to  place  them  with  the  other  objects  constituting  the  National  Museum  in  the  halls 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  under  its  charge.  Not  a  tenth  part,  however,  of  the 
total  mass  could  be  accommodated  in  that  building,  and  it  therefore  becomes  neces- 
sary to  make  some  provision  for  the  reception  and,  if  possible,  for  the  8uitaV)le  display 
of  the  coUectiims  elsewhere,  at  as  early  a  date  as  practicable. 

It  is,  of  course,  ix)ssible  to  store  the  specimens  for  a  time,  but  the  Armor>*  Building, 
which  has  already  }>een  assigned  for  that  purpose,  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  accommo- 
date the  r>ortions  in  charge  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  even  if  packed  in  Phila- 
deli>hia  with  special  reference  to  being  kept  unopened  for  an  indefinite  period  of 
time,  although,  of  course,  some  additional  places  of  deposit  could  1x3  found. 

In  addition,  however,  to  the  importance  of  presenting  this  collection  to  the  public 
examination  at  the  earliest  possiV)le  moment,  much  of  the  material  would  be  seri- 
ously deteriorate*!  by  l^eing  kept  inclose<l.  This  is  c^pecnally  the  i^se  with  polished 
steel  and  iron,  and  all  objects  likely  to  bo  injure<l  by  dampness,  such  as  animals,  furs, 
dresses,  etc. 

For  the  alx)ve  considerations,  therefore,  it  is  greatly  to  ]ye.  desired  that  Congress  may 
see  fit  to  authorize  the  constniction  of  a  plain  and  inexpensive,  but  fireproof  and 
durable,  building,  capable  of  being  erected  within  a  few  months  and  sufficiently 
large  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  National  Museum  and  the  other  bureaus  of  the 
Government.  It  is  believed  that  an  edifice  in  general  plan  like  that  a<.lopte<l  for  the 
building  at  the  Centennial  would  l)e  best  adapteil  for  the  puqx)se,  except  in  being 
somewhat  more  substantial  and  capable  of  being  hcatiHl.  By  laying  a  concrete  floor 
directly  on  the  ground,  for  the  exclusion  of  moisture  and  vermin,  making  the  exterior 
of  brick,  using  iron  for  the  beams,  joists,  rafters,  etc.,  and  by  having  the  root  con- 
structed of  tongue-and-grooved  boards,  and  slate  or  tin  above  it,  and  possibly  plas- 
tered on  the  underside,  it  is  believed  that  these  several  requirements  can  be  most 
readily  met. 

The  question  of  a  site  for  the  ])uilding  is  also  one  requiring  careful  consideration. 
But  for  many  reasons  it  would  seem  desirable  that  this  be  placed  on  the  Smithsonian 
reservation,  which  has  been  set  aside  by  Cong^esa  lor  euch  purxvoecs,  and  where  a 
building  may  be  erected  without  raising  the  inquiry  aa  to  the  spa^-c  l)e\ng  needed  for 
the  use  of  any  other  Department,  or  of  its  interfering  mlV  the  \>\an  ol  an  ornamental 
city  park.     A  si)ace  immediately  south  of  the  ^init\\«m\an  hnWAVng  wWl  admit  the 
erection  of  a  building  300  feet  Sfiuare,  and    <-onnecte*\  V\th  th^  pteaent  Smithsonian 
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CHlifife  by  means  of  its  south  tower.  Thi?,  with  a  ground  flm»r  of  90,000  feot,  and 
i^|>ahle  of  the  addition  of  a  gallery  crontaining  1W,000  nquart^  ftnjt,  will  furnish  an 
aggregat*.^  uf  120,000  square  feet,  which  it  is  thought  will  jiennit  the  i>roiK>8ed  display. 

In  the  arrangement  of  the  mineral  collections  rt»fomMi  to  it  is  (h'sirablo  that  a 
PlKM'ial  area  l)e  devote<l  to  the  mineral  prothicts  of  each  StaU\  po  that  the  resouroes 
of  all  parts  of  tlie  country  may  Iw  shown  to  the  inrjuirer  or  investigator,  and  tliat  88 
new  mining  hx-alities  are  develoixjd  in  different  juirts  of  the  country  their  illustra- 
tion, by  suitable  sjK'<!iinens,  may  1k^  made  in  tluMr  appropriate  i)la('cH. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution  was  establisht?<l  on  the  iH^piest  of  a  foreigner,  who 
left  $542,0(X)  in  tnist  to  the  Uniti^^i  Statw  to  found  an  estiiblishment  "for  the  inereaae 
and  diffusion  of  knowle<1ge  among  men."  Among  the  other  duties  sjH»c.ifie<l  in  the 
act  of  in<;ori)oration  in  1846  was  the  chargt^  of  the  National  MustMun,  as  exp 
in  tlie  following  wonls: 

'*Sec'.  i\.  Ami  he  it  further  enacted^  That  in  proportion  as  suitable  arrangements 
1k»  ma<le  for  their  reception,  all  objects  of  art  and  of  foreign  and  curious  research, 
and  all  objects  of  natural  history,  plants,  and  geological  an<l  minendogical  siK^cimens 
belonging,  or  hereafter  to  Ixdong,  to  the  United  States,  whitrh  may  Ik^  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  whosestwver  custo<ly  the  same  may  lx.\  shall  Ik.'  delivert^l  to  such 
ix^rs<^ns  as  may  ])e  authorizinl  by  the  Board  of  Reagents  to  rw'cive  thtMu,  ami  shall  be 
arnmged  in  such  order  and  so  cla.sse<l  as  best  to  facilitate  the  examination  and  Htudy 
of  them." 

The  liegents  were  authorizotl  to  detennine  the  plan  of  oix^rations  in  (»tlier  direc- 
tions, an<l,  thn)ugh  tlie  adherence  to  the  plan  of  operations  authorize<l  by  the  original 
lM>ar<l  and  in<lorsi^l  by  successors,  tlie  Institution  lias  l)ecome  the  leading  scientific 
and  e<lucational  institution  of  the  country,  and  i)erhaps,  indee<l,  of  the  world.  Its 
exjx^nditur(«  are  devoted  to  the  prosecnition  of  original  researches,  the  publication  of 
inip<jrtimt  memoirs,  and  especially  to  the  maintenance  of  a  system  of  international 
exchanges,  by  which  the  publications  of  scx'ieties  in  the  Uniteil  States,  including 
mechanics'  institutions,  agricultural  Ixxiies,  etc.,  as  w^ell  as  those  of  the  Unitetl  States 
Government  and  of  the  bureaus  of  the  several  t)epartmeuts,  are  exchangetl  for  the 
works  of  corresjionding  establishments  throughout  the  world,  an<l  resulting  in  the 
most  rapid  diffusion  of  knowledge  possible,  and  in  the  acquisition  of  the  latest  scien* 
tific,  lechnicul,  and  industrial  publications. 

The  publications  of  the  Institution  are  thus  exchange*!  with  tliost^  of  all  other 
countritis,  and  the  extensive  library  it  has  thus  ac<[uired  forms  part  of  the  Library  of 
Congress,  where  over  70,000  of  the  volumes  of  the  most  valuable  character  are  to  be 
found.  It  will  thus  be  ol>ser\'e<l  tliat  the  material  result  of  these  ojKjrations  redounds 
dire(*tly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Government  in  the  improvement  and  extent  of  the 
National  Library. 

The  National  Museum,  of  which  the  Smithsonian  Institution  at  present  has  chaige, 
ami  which  (.K'cupies  all  the  available  space  in  the  Smithsonian  building,  is  composed 
of  the  various  collections  bn.)ught  in  by  surveying  and  exploring  cxixnlitiona  of 
the  United  Statw,  including  those  of  Captain  Wilkt»s  ami  hundre<ls  of  others,  with- 
out taking  into  consideration  the  8(>ecial  collections  made  to  illustrate  the  industries 
of  the  TnittHl  States  at  the  Ce!litennial  Exhibition. 

This  National  Museum  was  originally  in  charge  of  the  Patent  Ollice,  and  for  its 
exhibition  there  an  appropriation  was  made  by  Congress,  from  alK>ut  1842.  When, 
in  1857,  the  Government  collections  then  extant  were  taken  charge  of  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  the  appropriations  previously  made  to  the  Patent  Olfiix;  were 
continued  to  the  Institution,  and  provision  has  ever  since  IxH^n  made  for  that  pur- 
j>os<.».  It  is,  therefore,  we  conwive,  clearly  the  duty,  under  the  law,  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  to  take  charge  of  at  least  "the  collections  of  nature  and  art,  and  of 
foreign  and  curious  n»search,  natund  hist<3ry,  and  of  mineralogy  and  geok>gy;"  and 
as  all  the  material  pro|>erty  of  this  kind  is  in  charge  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
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tion,  there  woiiM  Iw  an  eminent  propriety  in  (nmnecting  the  new  l)uil(ling  with  the 
oM,  and  directinj^  the  Smithsonian  to  extend  over  it  and  its  contents  its  care  and 
RijHjrvision. 

Estimates  and  plans  for  a  building  of  the  kind  referred  to  have  l)een  prepared, 
and  it  is  thought  the  whole  work  <»n  be  accomplished  at  an  expenses  not  to  exeee<l 
$260,0(X);  this  to  include  the  cost  of  steam  heating,  perhaps,  which  will  of  (course  l)e 
ucHX'ssary  to  n^nder  the  building  comfortable  in  winter. 

Should  the  exhibit  of  the  War  Department  be  inchide<l  in  this  building,  and 
machinery  in  motion  be  required,  the  same  steam  boilers  refiuirtnl  for  the  heating  of 
the  building  would  furnish  the  necessary  motive  power. 

To  smn  up,  therefore,  the  material  belonging  to  the  United  States  for  which  pro- 
vision is  now  required  consists  of  the  <x)llection8  at  present  stored  in  the  basement  of 
the  Smithsonian  building  and  hitherto  not  publicly  exhibited,  consisting  of  quadru- 
peds, birds,  fishes,  fossils,  minerals,  etc.,  and  requiring  nearly  20,000  square  feet  of 
floor.  Second,  the  colletitions  made  at  the  expense  of  the  Centennial  fund  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Commission  of  Food-fishes,  and  the  Indian  Bureau; 
for  these  a  sjiace  of  40,000  feet  is  neede<l.  Third,  the  collections  presented  to  the 
United  States  by  foreign  governments,  by  States,  and  by  various  private  exhibitors, 
nee<ling  20, (XK)  feet.  Fourth,  allowance  for  the  completion  of  the  exhibita  of  the 
mineral  wealth  of  the  country  by  different  States  of  the  Union,  20,000  feet,  or  an 
aggregate  of  100,000  square*  feet,  whi(?h  spat^^  iu)uld  \>e  used  to  advantage. 

Spen'ckr  F.  Bairi), 
RepreMTiiatire  ASmithsonian  ami  Food-fislus 

DejHiHincTU  at  InternatioiuU  KsfM^sUion^  1876. 
l*r<tf.  Joseph  Henry, 

Si'rrt'fary  Smithmman  InMitntmn. 


[rnterimtioiml  exhibition,  187ri.— Boanl  on  bi'half  of  United  Staten  Executive  Departmentx.] 

United  States  Department  op  Aoricultitre, 

Wafhington^  D,  C,  January  31^  1877. 

Sir:  1  take  the  lil>erty  of  addressing  you  relative  to  the  proposed  new  building  for 
a  National  Museum.  As  representative  of  this  Department  at  Philadelphia  la«t  sum- 
mer, I  iKMrame  the  official  recipient  of  a  large  quantity  of  valuable  exhibit** — presen- 
tations from  foreign  governments  to  that  of  the  United  States — all  of  which  must 
remain  unojx^neil  imtil  some  suitable  place  is  fitted  up  for  their  proper  arrangement, 
as  there  are  no  atTommotlations  in  the  Department  for  them  and  I  have  great  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  them  stored  even  in  bulk  so  that  they  will  not  suffer  injurj'. 

These  donations  are  of  great  value.  Having  i)aid  considerable  attention  to  vege- 
table fil:>ers  for  twenty  years,  I  feel  that  we  have  now,  in  these  ilonations,  a  collec- 
tion i)erhaps  ec^ual  to  that  of  any  existing  museum.  The  collection  of  native  and 
foreign  woods  is  very  extensive;  that  of  the  former  has  never  l)een  etjualed,  in  fac^t, 
it  never  has  l)een  systematically  attempted  until  we  collected  for  the  late  exj^osition. 
We  coidd  occupy  8,000  tt>  10,000  square  feet  of  surface  very  profitably  with  the  arti- 
cles on  hand. 

As  to  the  educational  value  of  museums  of  natural  history,  it  can  not  well  1x3  over- 
rated; as  a  means  of  diffusing  instruction  and  rational  amusement  among  the  people 
and  giving  to  the  scientific  student  every  possible  means  of  practi(*al  examination 
and  study  of  si)ecimens  connecte<l  with  the  nature  of  his  reeearc^hw,  museums  stand 
foremost  a^  practical  eilucators;  their  influence  in  promoting  and  extending  manu- 
factures and  commerce  is  being  appreciated  throughout  the  world;  they  are  the  nat- 
ural offspring  of  international  exhibitions;  they  are  permanent  exhibits  of  the 
world's  ])rogre88. 


7r>2  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCKEDING8. 

■ 

Siiut'rely  hoping  that  ConerortH  will,  thnmjrh  your  committor,  make  provinion  for 
these  exhibits, 

I  have  the  honor  to  Ih^,  yonr  ol>e<lient  servant, 

William  SAUXDERa, 
lirprfsenlntitv  A(/ricultnrnl  DiparimenL 
IIon.jAMKH  II.  Hopkins. 


IjiM  of  the  more  imjMyrtmtl  co1U(iioiv<  presented  hi/  foreign  commmiourn<  to  the  Ihtited 
Stolen  Ooverctmentj  and  taken  charge  of  in  Mialf  of  the  National  ^fuJ*^'um  hij  the  Smith' 
nonian  Inatitntifm, 

AR(;ENTINK  RKPURLir. 

pR.  Krxesto  ()li)KN1h>rff,  ('ommixHinner. 

Ores  of  metals,  minerals,  i)otter>',  tiles,  stuffed  animals,  leathers  ami  hides,  nets, 
fishery  pro<luct8,  samples  of  woods,  filxjrs,  seeds,  grains,  Hi>ecimens  of  silk  and  wool 
in  great  vari^»ty.  This  donation  embrat^es  almost  the  whole  of  the  exhibit  in  -fVgri- 
cultural  Hall  and  a  large  portion  of  that  in  the  main  building. 

AUSTRIA. 

pR.  Francis  Miokrka,  Cominiiwitmer. 

Sjietdmens  of  mineral  wax  (ozcM'kerite)  and  a  variety  of  mineral  and  indii8t.ial 
prcKhu'ts. 

BELGIUM. 

Count  P'Oi'Ltrkmont,  t'ommiftaionrr. 

Some  sj)eeimens  of  industrial  i>nHlucts. 

BRAZIL. 

Pr.  J.  M.  Pa  Silva  CorTiNiro,  ( hmmiMioner. 

Specimens  of  iron;  coal,  hides,  leather;  tiles  and  iK)ttery  in  great  variety;  speci- 
mens in  large  numl)er  of  woods,  vegetable  filxrs,  substances  use<l  as  f(KHis;  gums, 
resins,  etc.  This  collection  embracer  nearly  the  whole  of  the  immenst*  display  in 
the  agricultural  building  and  a  part  of  that  in  the  main  building. 

CHILE. 

Edward  Siiippkn,  Esrj.,  Cammiasutner. 

A  collection  of  minerals  an<l  ores,  artificial  stone,  tiles,  terra-cr>ttas,  and  an  exten- 
sive variety  of  grains,  seefls,  and  other  vegetable  pro<lucts,  embracing  by  far  the 
largest  part  of  the  display  of  the  Chilean  Government  in  the  main  building. 

CHINA. 

J.  L.  Hammond,   Commifwioner. 

The  entire  exhibit  made  by  the  commissioners  of  customs  of  China  and  displayed 
in  the  mineral  annex.  It  includes  a  complete  representation  of  the  manners  and 
customs  of  the  C-hinese,  such  as  samples  of  their  foods,  medicines,  clothing;  their 
domestic  and  household  utensils,  their  ornaments,  objects  use<l  in  their  plays  and 
festivities,  et<r.    In  the  collection  are  numerous  full-sized  figures,  lieautifully  executed 
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and  suitably  dresptMl,  representing  the  different  ranks  and  classes  in  the  coniniunity. 
Many  hundreds  of  clay  figuren,  alx)ut  1  foot  in  height,  illustrating  the  different 
races  of  the  Empire;  specimens  of  cotton  and  silk  in  great  variety;  samples  of  paper, 
leather,  and  the  like;  samples  of  pottery,  such  as  vase^s,  teapots,  pipes;  matting,  bas- 
kets, etc.  This  collection  is  of  unparalleleii  interest,  and  cost  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment a  large  sum  of  money.  It  will  require  i\  space  fully  equal  to  half  of  one  of  the 
halls  (;f  tlie  National  Museum  for  its  exhibition.  There  are  also  thret*.  ornamental 
gateway.^,  three  ca-ses,  and  two  pagodas,  as  use<l  in  the  main  building  for  purposes  of 
exhibition;  musical  instruments,  specimens  of  wrought  iron  and  other  metals,  bam- 
boo ware,  glass;  sj>ecimens  of  tea,  oils  and  woo<ls,  tobacco  and  sugar.  The  entire 
collection  (exclusive  of  the  ornamental  gateways  and  cases)  filled  twenty-one  large 
wagons. 

EGYPT. 

K.  Bai'oscn,  Commissioner. 

Collection  of  mhierals,  tiles,  and  iK)ttery;  garden  products  in  great  variety,  samples 
of  woo^l,  and  a  large  collection  of  objects  illustrating  the  habits  and  customs  of  the 
natives  of  Soudan,  Nubia,  and  Abywinia,  such  as  musical  instruments,  weapons,  cloth- 
ing, etc. 

FRANCE. 

Captain  Anfrve,  Commissioner. 

No  collective  exhibit  was  made  by  the  Government,  but  Messrs.  Haviland,  of 
Limoges,  France,  presented  a  i)air  of  centennial  memorial  vases,  valued  at  $17,000, 
and  reciuiring  the  erection  of  a  special  kiln  for  their  proiluction,  together  with  a  lai^ 
panel  of  tiles. 

GERMANY. 

Mr.  BARTEii*,  Commissioner. 

Sj)ecimens  of  tiles,  cements,  asphalt  work,  fire  bricks,  manufactures  in  metals  and 
woods  from  the  commissioner,  and  from  Mr.  F.  Knipp,  of  Essen,  a  very  extensive 
display  illustrating  the  mineralogy  and  metallurgy  of  the  iron  trade  of  (Jermany, 
with  samples  of  the  different  manufactures  made  at  the  great  gun  works  at  Essen. 
This  collection  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  complete  at  the  exhibition,  and  attrat^ted 
great  attention.     A  sjK^cial  catalogue  of  this  collection  was  printed  by  the  exhibitor. 

HAWAII. 
H.  R.  Hitchcock,  Commissioner. 

Collections  of  the  volcanic  and  other  rocks  and  minerals,  ropes  and  fibers,  tol>acco, 
suj^ar,  oils,  models  of  Ijoats,  nets,  and  vegetable  pnKlucrts  in  large  variety. 

ITALY. 
Joseph  Dassi,  Commissitmer. 
Sann)les  of  alabaster,  terra  cotta,  marbles,  etc. 

JAPAN. 

LiECT.  Gen.  Sakio  Tsi-kmichi,  Commissioner. 

A  valuable  series  of  tiles  and  other  pottery;  the  large  exhibit  of  the  fisheries  of 
Japan  in  the  agricultural  building,  including  l)oth  products  and  ap|)aratus;  skins  and 
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hides  of  animalB,  variout)  fo(Kl  preparations,  and  a  series  illustrating  the  mafterialt 
and  manipulations  eiuploye<l  in  the  nianufactun^  of  tea  and  silks;  also  mannfacturai 
of  bamboo. 

MEXICX). 
Dr.  Mariano  Barcrna,  Commijutiotm'. 

• 

The  greater  jmrt  of  the  exhibit  of  the  natural  i)roductH  of  the  country  as  shown  in 
the  main  building,  including  the  ores  of  gold  and  silver,  ol>sidian,  W(X)ds,  fibers^  and 
other  vegetable  product^),  pottery,  and  terra  cotta.  Among  the  most  notsMe 
mineral  specimens  may  l>e  mentioned  an  iron  meteorite  weighing  4,000  pounds. 

NETHERLANDS. 
Dr.  E.  H.  Von  Baumiiaurr,  (hmmij»iomr. 

Agricultiu^al  products  in  considerable  variety;  specimens  illustrating  the  fisheries 
of  Holland,  including  c<Kl-liver  oil,  et<^. ;  tiles,  cements,  etc. 

NORWAY. . 

William  0.  CnRisTOPirERHEN,  CommMatter :  Genhard  (tadk,  AmnttDU  OommiMidcner* 

A  very  large  collei^tion  of  ores  and  other  specimens  illustrating  the  inetalluTg]^  ol 
iron,  copi)er,  nickel,  eUr.;  collection  illustrating  the  eatable  fislu^s  of  northern  Earope^ 
samples  of  preimre<l  fishes,  samples  of  fo<xl  preimrations,  eU\ ;  great  variety  of  agri- 
cultural pro<luct8. 

ORANGE  FREE  STATE. 

Charlks  AV.  Rilkv.  Cmnmiw'nrtur. 

A  colliM'tion  nf  agricultural  j)nMluct*». 

PERU. 

Johr  Oarixw  Tracy,  Cnrnmimloiu'r. 

A  series  of  the  princii)al  finnl  and  other  vegetable  i)ro<luct8  in  that  country. 

PORTUGAL. 

M.  Javmb  Batalho  Rkis,  Agricultural  Cominissioiur ;  M.  I^urkncx)  MALHEinOy 

Industrial  Commisfioner. 

The  greater  part  of  the  very  extensive  exhibit  of  minerals,  ores,  etc.,  in  the  maiii 
building;  also  pottery,  samples  of  industrial  proilucts,  gla^s  work,  paper,  etc,  and  ft 
full  series  of  the  vegetable  productions  of  the  Kingdom  in  nearly  two  thousand  varie- 
ties.    A  portion  only  of  this  collection  filled  60  large  boxes. 

RUSSIA. 

Gen.  Charles  dr  Biei/)KY,  Comirmsioner;  Captain  NiciioiiiKV  ani>  Captaiw 

Remelaiiken,  Assigtant  Commissioner. 

An  enormous  collection,  illustrating  the  metallurgy  of  copper  and  iron,  inclndii:^ 
different  varieties  of  Russian  iron  and  steel;  the  very  extensive  collection  of  niineiala 
of  Sil:)eria,  exhibited  by  the  wrhool  of  mines,  and  valued  at  a  high  price;  samples  cf 
rope  and  cordage,  pottery,  tiles,  cement,  and  isinglass  and  other  products  of  fh0      -JS 
sturgeon. 
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SPAIN. 
Col.  F.  Lopez  Fabra,  Commissioner. 

A  collection  of  great  magnitude,  illuetratlng  the  mines  and  mining  of  coal,  iron, 
copper,  and  silver,  salt,  etc.,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Spain;  a  very  large  number  of  bricks, 
tiles,  earthenware,  and  pottery;  illustratlona  of  the  various  fibers  and  other  mate- 
rials for  l>iiaket  work,  cordage;  industrial  products  in  great  variety,  including  samples 
of  paper,  leather,  etc. — a  complete  series  illustrating  the  agricultural  resources  of  the 
country. 

From  the  Philippine  Islands,  as  one  of  the  colonies  of  Spain,  were  received 
samples  of  native  work  in  the  form  of  baskets,  nets,  boats,  etc.,  and  hemp  fibers. 

SWEDEN. 

C.  Juulin-Danpelt,  (Jommissioner. 

The  entire  exhibit  of  Sweden  made  in  the  agricultural  department,  illustrating  the 
fisheries  and  a^culture  of  Sweden,  including  also  specimens  of  fish,  food-fish  prep- 
arations, etc. ,  specimens  of  peat- working  machinery,  apparatus  for  deep-sea  sounding 
and  dredging,  and  also  for  collecting  specimens  of  natural  history,  photographs  of 
an.!tic  scenery,  etc. 

SIAM. 

No  commissioner. 

A  collection  illustrating  the  products,  the  industries,  etc.,  of  the  Kingdom  of  Siam, 
matle  for  the  Centennial  Exhibition  with  the  understanding  that  it  should  be  pre- 
sente<l  to  the  United  States  at  the  close.  This  filled  216  boxes,  and  embraces  many 
articles  of.  great  pecuniary  value.  This  collection,  with  those  from  China  and  Japan, 
will  require  a  room  as  large  as  the  upper  floor  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
satisfactory  display. 

SWITZERLAND. 
Mr.  Edward  Guyer,  Commissioner. 
Specimens  illustrating  the  geology  of  the  Alps  and  St.  Gotthanl  Tunnel. 

TURKEY. 

G.  d'Aristarchi  Bey,  Commissioner. 

Illustrations  of  the  metal  work  of  the  country;  of  its  mines  and  minerals,  its  tiles 
and  ix)ttery,  domestic  and  household  utensils;  samples  of  iron  and  steel,  etc. 

TUNIS. 

G.  H.  Heap,  Esq.,  Commissioner. 

A  thrashing  machine  such  as  has  been  used  from  the  time  of  the  ancient  Cartha- 
ginians. 

UNITED    KlNGDi^M    OF    GREAT   BRITAIN    AND   IRELAND,    INCLUDING 

COLONIES. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Col.  H.  B.  Sandford,  Commimoner. 

A  very  large  collection  of  the  private  exhibits  of  tiles,  terra  cottas,  bricks,  and 
pottery,  sanitary  ware,  as  also  many  industrial  products  in  great  variety.  Among 
the  more  notable  articles  in  the  series  are  ooUections  of  Ulea  and  moeucs  from  MesBre. 
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Minton  &  lIollinH,  and  many  Hpi^umenH  from  Mes^rn.  Doulton,  of  I.ambeth,  among 
them  eeveral  lar^o  vasc'i*.  Some  highly  irnj>ortant  (loiK)sit8  havi*  al.-o  boi'ii  niaile, 
subject  to  nM*all  after  a  certain  i»eri(Kl.  Chief  arnonjij  these  ia  tin*  allegorical  repre- 
Hentation  of  America,  a  duplicate  of  that  furnisheil  hy  the  Mes.srj*.  Doult^m  to  the 
Albert  Memorial  in  J^mdon,  embnicing  wveral  colow»al  ligun»8.  This  group  id  val- 
ued at  $15,000.  AIho  the  large  terra-cotta  pulpit  and  font,  and  many  other  si^eci- 
mens  of  great  variety;  an  extremely  complete  an<l  important  collet!tion  of  Kaniplea  of 
wools  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  pnrwnttMl  by  Messrs.  John  L.  Bowes  <fe  rJrothers, 
embracing  over  three  hundre<l  varieties,  each  suitably  lalM*le<l,  with  prices  marked, 
etc.     A  similar  collet^tion  of  wools  in  the  fltvce  exhiblte<l  by  Messrn.  James  Oldy  & 

Sons. 

Kkkmi'da. 


A.  A.  OrTKiijmiJKjK,  1\m\.,  ('ommijwiuth'r. 

A  great  variety  of  siwcimens  of  corals,  shells,  and  other  marine  objects,  UKxlela  of 
boats,  samples  of  stone  and  wo<m1. 

C' AN  A  DA. 

l*n>f.  A.  li.  Sklwyn,  //)  Chartje  of  Geohujind  Kxhihit. 

An  extensive  eolleetion  of  the  rooks  of  British  North  America,  many  hundreils  of 

specunens  exhibite<l  by  the  geological  survey;  spcn-imens  of  coals  from  all  parts  of 

the  Dominion;  ores  of  different  kinds,  samples  of  iron,  steel,  and  coi>per,  stoneware 

and  ix)tter}'. 

New  »Soi"Tii  AValks. 

Ai:(;i:sTrs  Morris,  Kstj.,  (hmmMoner. 

The  extensive  exhibit  illustrating  the  mining  resources,  the  natural  hist<)ry,  and 

the  botany  and  agriculture  of  the  pn>vince,  including  a  large  mcxlel  of  the  gold 

products  of  the  colony  up  to  thtj  year  1875,  and  sixwimens  of  coal  oil,  shale,  i)etix>- 

leum,  etc 

Nkw  Zealand. 

Jamus  llwTOR,  Esq.,  (hmmigidonet' 

The  entire  exhibit  of  the  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms  of  the  colonv 
and  also  sjjecimens  illustrating  its  ethnology.     Among  these  specimens  is  a  model  of 
the  gold  product  of  the  colony  and  sj>ecimens  of  its  coal. 

(ilJEENSLAND. 

Angi's  Mack.w,  Escj.,  (.'ommi^ufiontr. 

Moilel  of  the  gold  pnxluct  of  the<*ol(my;  specimens  of  ores  of  copj>er,  iron,  and 
gold;  a  laige  collection  of  native  woods,  libers,  and  other  producrts. 

South  Australia. 
S.  Davenport,  Y^i.,  (^)^nmiMHolicr. 
A  full  series  of  all  the  exhibits  from  the  animal,  mineral,  an<l  vegetable  kingdoms. 

Tasma.ma. 
H.  p.  Weuh,  Vji*(\.,  ComtniMnnu'r. 

SiHJcimens  of  tlu^  iron  antl  other  ores;   leather,  wocxls,  wmhIs  and  grains^  filters 
wools,  etc. 
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Victoria. 

Sir  Redmond  Barry,  Commissioner. 

The  entire  collection  of  useful  economical  minerals  of  the  country  exhibited  by  the 
mining  department;  specunena  of  stoneware  and  other  products;  extensive  collec- 
tions of  grains,  wools,  fruits,  fibers,  and  woods;  samples  of  paper,  gums,  etc. 

Venezuela, 

Mr.  Leon  de  la  Gov  a,  Commissioner, 

'  The  entire  exhibit  made  by  this  country  of  minerals,  ores,  articles  of  materia 
medica,  fruite,  fibers,  extracts,  etc. 

In  general  it  may  be  stated  that  from  the  countries  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  the 
exhibits  made  by  the  commissioners  in  behalf  of  their  respective  governments,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms  and  their  applications, 
have  l>een  presented  to  the  United  States,  in  some  leases  without  any  exception  w^hat- 
ever;  in  others,  all  except  a  few  duplicates,  which  were  presented  to  other  foreign 
commissions  or  to  institutions  in  the  United  States.  Indeed,  the  only  countries  from 
which  absolutely  nothing  was  received  were  Denmark,  Luxumbourg,  Bahamas, 
British  Guiana,  "Cape  of  (JockI  Hope,  and  Jamaica,  the  exhibits  of  these  countries 
being  either  entirely  private  prox)erty  or  Ixjrrowed  from  the  Colonial  Museum  in 
London  and  necessarilv  returned. 

A(^'   OF   ORGANIZATION    OF   SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION    AMENDED. 
February  27,  1877. 

Section  5579  (of  Revised  Statutes)  is  amended  by  striking  out  in  the 
fourth  line  the  words  'Hhe  Patent  OflSce,"  and  inserting  the  woixi 
'^Patents,''  [so  that  the  section  will  read:] 

(Stat.  XIX,  253.) 

The  President,  the  Vice-President,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
Secretiirv  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Isavy,  the  Postmaster-General,  the  Attorney-General,  the  Chief 
Justice,  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  and  the  governor  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  such  other  pei*sons  as  they  may  elect  honorary 
members,  are  hereby  constituted  an  establishment,  by  the  name  of  the 
'Smithsonian  Institution,'  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men,  and  by  that  name  shall  be  known  and  have  perpet- 
ual succession,  with  the  powers,  limitations,  and  restrictions  herein- 
after* contained,  and  no  other. 

(Revised  Statutes,  1878,  2d  edition,  1082.) 

FREE   POSTAGE. 

March  3,  1877. 

An  ai't  establishing  post  roads,  et*:.,  and  for  other  parpoeee. 
JSe  it  enacted^  etc, : 

Sec.  5.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  transmit  through  the  mail,  free  of 
postage,  any  letters,  jmckages,  or  other  matters  relating  exclusively 
to  the  business  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States:  Provided^ 
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That  every  such  letter  or  package  to  entitle  it  to  pass  free  shall  bear 
over  the  words  *' Official  businessman  indorsement  showing  also  the 
name  of  the  Department,  and,  if  from  a  bureau  or  office,  the  names  of 
the  Department  and  bureau  or  office,  as  the  case  may  be,  whence  trans- 
mitted. And  if  any  person  shall  make  use  of  any  such  official  envel- 
ope to  avoid  the  payment  of  postage  on  his  private  letter,  package,  or 
other  matter  in  the  mail,  the  person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  subject  to  a  fine  of  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  be  prosecuted  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  G.  That  for  the  pui-pose  of  carrying  this  act  into  effect,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  Executive  Departments  of  the  United  States 
to  provide  for  itself  and  its  subordinate  offices  the  necessary  envel- 
opes: and  in  addition  to  the  indorsement  designating  the  Department 
in  which  they  are  to  be  used,  the  penalty  for  .the  unlawful  use  of  these 
envelopes  shall  be  stated  thereon. 

(Stat.,  XIX,  385.) 

(Extended  to  Smithsonian  Institution  by  act  of  March  3,  1879.) 
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NATIONAL   MUSEUM — BUILDING   REQUIRED   FOR   GOVERNMENT 

COLLECTIONS. 
October  8,  1877. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Siuitluionian  Tn^titxiiion  to  the 

President  of  the  United  Stdtes, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor,  in  behalf  •  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  propriety  of 
recommending  to  Congress  the  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Regents  (a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed),  asking  that  an  appropriation  be 
made  for  a  building  to  accommodate  the  A'aluable  collections  presented 
to  the  Uniti»d  States  through  this  Institution  at  the  late  international 
exhibition  in  Philadelphia. 

As  explanatory  of  this  request  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  was  authorized  by  Congress  to  receive  and 
take  chargii  of  these  collections,  and  that  they  were  presented  with  the 
expectation  on  the  part  of  the  donors  that  suitable  provision  would  be 
made  for  their  display  at  the  seat  of  government.  They  consist  of 
full  series  of  articles  illustrative  of  the  economic  products,  the  natural 
histoiy,  and  in  many  cases  the  manners,  customs,  and  arts  of  the  for- 
eign countries  represented  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  and  are  of 
great  importance  to  the  advancement  of  science,  education,  and  nianu- 
^«r»ture.     Besides  these  are  the  objects  collected  by  the  Smithsonian 
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Institution  and  United  States  Fish  Commission  of  the  annual,  mineral, 
and  fishery  resources  of  the  United  States,  also  of  public  interest. 

These  ailicles  now  constitute,  by  law,  a  part  of  the  National  Museum, 
which  has  been  placed  by  Congress  in  charge  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution. This  Museum  has  hitherto  been  accommodated  in  the  build- 
ing erected  for  the  purpose  at  the  expense  of  the  Smithson  fund,  in 
accordance  with  the  direction  of  Congress.  This  edifice,  however,  is 
filled  to  ovei*flowing,  while  there  are  elsewhere,  on  storage,  from  the 
donations  previously  mentioned,  collections  of  greater  magnitude  than 
those  in  the  Smithsonian  building. 

It  is  evident  that  an  appropriation  for  an  additional  building  .can  not 
justly  be  taken  from  the  Smithson  fund,  and  therefore  the  Board  of 
Regents  have  made  the  application  mentioned  in  their  memorial.  This 
memorial'  was  presented  to  Congress  at  its  last  session,  when  the 
appropriation  asked  for  was  granted  by  the  Senate  unanimously,  and 
when,  in  all  probability,  it  would  have  been  granted  by  the  House 
could  the  proposition  have  been  brought  to  the  consideration  of  that 
body. 

1  am,  with  sentiments  of  high  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Henky, 
Secretary  Smithso^uan  Institution, 

Hon.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes. 

December  3,  1877 — House. 

Extract  from  nufssa/ge  of  Pretddent  R.  B,  Hayes. 

I  earnestly  commend  the  request  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  that  an  adequate  appropriation  be  made  for  the  establish- 
ment and  conduct  of  a  national  museum  under  their  supervision. 

January  21,  1878— House. 

Mr.  Casey  Young  introduced  a  bill  (H.  2662)  for  the  erection  of  a 
fireproof  building  for  the  National  Museum: 

That  for  a  fireproof  building  for  the  use  of  the  National  Museum,  300  feet  square, 
to  be  eret'ted  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  in  acc(.)niance  with  the  plan  of  Maj.  Gren.  M.  C.  Meign,  now  on  file  with 
the  Joint  Committee  of  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  on  the  southwest  comer  of 
the  grounds  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  sum  of  $250,000  is  hereby  appro- 
priated, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriate<l;  said  building 
to  l)o  i)laci'd  west  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  leaving  a  roadway  l^etween  it  and 
the  latter  of  not  less  than  30  feet,  with  its  north  front  on  a  line  parallel  with  the 
north  face  of  the  buildings  of  the  Agricultural  Department  and  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution;  and  all  expenditures  for  the  pur{)06es  herein  mentioned,  not  including 
anything  for  architectural  plans,  shall  be  audited  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury Dej)artment. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

*  See  Smith8<mian  Report  for  1876,  page  129,  and  Documents  relative  to  Smithsonian 
Institution,  p.  749. 

H.  Doc.  732 i9 
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February  25,  1878— House. 

Mr.  Casey  Young,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  submitted  a  report  (No.  244)  to  accompany  the  bill  H.  2662: 

The  National  Museum  of  the  United  States,  at  present  in  charge  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  was  first  authorized  and  established  by 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  10,  1846,  organizing  the  Institu- 
tion, which  provides — 

That,  in  proportion  a^  Huitable  arrangements  can  be  made  for  their  reception,  all 
objecta  of  art  and  of  foreign  an<i  curious  research,  and  all  objects  of  natural  history, 
plants,  and  geological  and  mineralogic^l  sfiecimenH,  belonging,  or  hereafter  to  l^eloiig, 
to  the  Unite<l  States,  which  may  be  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  whosesoever  custody 
the  same  may  l)e,  shall  Ixj  deliveretl  to  such  persons  as  may  he  authorized  by  the 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  receive  them,  and  shall  bearrange<l  in  such 
order  and  so  plained  as  best  to  facilitate  the  examination  and  study  of  them. 

The  same  act  also  authorized  the  reception  of  donations  generally, 
and  provides  for  the  increase  of  the  museum  by  the  exchange  of  dupli- 
cate specimens. 

This  action  of  Congress  was  in  accordance  with  the  practice  and 
policy  of  all  civilized  nations,  the  national  museums  thus  constituted 
being  maintained  at  an  expenditure  of  money  which,  however  large,  is 
considered  as  necessary  and  proper  in  the  interest  of  the  people.  Con- 
spicuous instances  of  such  museums  are  found  in  the  national  estab- 
lishments of  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  Germany,  Holland,  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  Russia,  Aiustria,  Chile,  Buenos  Ayres,  Brazil,  Mexico, 
and  many  other  countries. 

When  a  national  museum  for  the  United  States  was  authorized  in 
1846,  the  collections  belonging  to  the  Government  consisted  principally 
of  what  had  been  brought  home  by  the  Wilkes  Exploring  Expedition, 
which  at  the  time  occupied  and  tilled  the  upper  story  of  what  is  now 
the  south  wing  of  the  Patent  OflSce.  Appropriations  had  been  made 
for  several  years  for  the  care  and  supervision  of  the^e  collections  while 
in  the  Patent  Office,  and  when  they  were  transferred  to  the  Smithso- 
nian edifice  these  appropriations  were  continued,  and  increased  from 
time  to  time  Jis  the  material  to  be  cared  for  required. 

For  several  years  but  few  additions  were  made  to  the  National 
Museum  beyond  the  occasional  contributions  of  individuals,  but  in 
1852  a  great  influx  of  spt^cimens  began  from  the  numerous  Govern- 
ment ex}>editions  which  were  then  carried  on — among  them  the  United 
States  Naval  Astronomical  Expedition  to  Chile,  under  Lieutenant 
Gilliss;  the  expedition  to  Japan,  under  Commodore  Perry;  the  Bering 
Straits  Expedition,  under  Captains  Ringgold  and  Rodgers;  the  sur- 
veys for  a  railroad  route  to  the  Pacific,  under  the  War  Department; 
the  Mexican  Boundary  Survey,  under  the  Interior  Department;  thq 
numerous  wagonroad  expeditions,  etc. 

These  were  followed  a  little  later  by  the  contributions  from  the 
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Northwoslerii  Boundary  Survey,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Arehibald  Camp- 
hell,  under  the  State  Department;  and,  aft^r  another  interval  of  a  few 
years,  ])y  the  results  of  the  geological  and  other  surveys  by  Professor 
Hayden,  Lieutenant  Wheeler,  Major  Powell,  and  others. 

The  number  of  imiwrtiint  explorations,  yielding  results  of  decided 
magnitude,  for  the  most  part  carried  on  under  Government  auspices, 
or  more  or  less  at  the  expense  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  to  the  end  of 
1877,  or  thirty -one  years  from  the  organization  of  the  National  Museum, 
amounts*  to  about  250,  while  other  contributions  from  private  sources 
have  constituted  an  enomious  aggregate  during  the  same  period. 

Up  to  the  beginning  of  the  year  1875  no  appropriations  were  made 
by  Congress  for  the  purchase  of  specimens  of  any  kind  whatever,  the 
expenditure's  lieing  for  salaries,  cases,  materials,  transportation,  etc., 
the  collections  of  the  various  Government  expeditions,  the  contribu- 
tions of  coiTespondents,  and  the  exchanges  with  nmsemns  at  home  and 
abroad  constituting  the  sole  mode  of  increase.  The  National  Museum 
of  the  United  States  is  believed  to  be  the  only  one  in  the  world  which 
has  grown  from  so  small  a  beginning  to  such  magnitude  without  the 
disbursement  of  large  sums  of  money  in  the  purchase  of  collections. 

The  occasion  of  the  International  Exhibition,  intended  to  celebrate 
at  Philadelphia  the  one-hundredth  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of 
the  United  States,  was  chosen  h\  authority  of  Congress,  and  with  funds 
provided  for  the  purpose,  to  present  an  epitome,  of  the  powers  and 
resources  of  the  United  States  in  peace  an4  war,  the  various  Executive 
Departments  being  called  upon  to  do  their  part  to  carry  out  this  object. 
The  Smithsonian  Institution,  as  having  charge  of  the  National  Museum, 
undertook  the  labor  of  showing  the  economicral  value  of  the  mineral 
and  animal  products  of  the  country,  and  the  United  Staters  Fish  Com- 
mission to  prepare  whatever  might  illustrate  the  important  subject  of 
the  national  fisheries.  The  Agricultural  Department  prepared  to  com- 
plete the  illustration  of  the  natural  resources  of  the  United  States  so 
far  as  the  vegetiible  kingdom  and  its  products  were  concerned.  In 
connection  with  the  Indian  Bureau  of  the  Interior  Department,  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  also  made  arrangements  to  display  the  condi- 
tion of  the  aboriginal  tribes  of  the  United  States  in  both  prehistoric 
and  modern  times. 

Although,  as  the  result  of  the  various  agencies  already  refeiTed  to, 
the  National  Museum  contained  a  large  amount  of  appropriate  mat<?rial 
before  conmiencing  o^x^rations  for  the  purpose  in  question,  there  were 
yet  many  gaps  that  were  required  to  ))e  filled  up  before  the  United 
States  could  be  worthily  represented  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  ne<?essary 
appropriations  for  the  purpose  were  made  by  Congress.  The  entire 
amoimt  assigned  to  the  serv^ice  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  two 
successive  appropriations  Avas  ^10<),(KX>.     The  United  States  Fish  Com- 
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uiis8ion  rccoived  l|>10,(XX),  and  the  Indian  Bureau  ^Sl.370.55  for  the 
purpose  referred  to,  making  a  total  of  $141,370.55.  Of  this  a  consid- 
erable portion  was  recjuired  toward  the  construction  of  the  Govern- 
ment buildings,  the  maintenance  of  guards  and  police,  the  salaries  of 
persons  employed  in  the  building,  etc.  The  expenditures  tending 
directly  toward  the  increase  and  perfection  of  the  collection  amounted, 
however,  to  at  least  $120,000,  this  sum  being  disbursed  exclusively  in 
the  collection,  preparation,  and  display  of  objects  belonging  to  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  having  no  reference  whatever  to 
those  of  foreign  countries. 

In  the  appendix  will  be  found  a  general  statement  of  the  collections 
thus  exhibited,  although  full  details  would  be  too  extended  for  the 
present  report.  It  is  estimated  that  a  simple  enumeration  of  the 
objects  displayed  under  the  head  of  the  animal  and  fishery  division 
alone  will  oc^cupy  a  volume  of  000  octavo  pages,  the  catalogue  of  the 
mineral  and  ethnological  divisions  requiring  scarcely  less  space  in 
addition. 

The  entire  space  in  the  Government  buildings  at  Philadelphia  occu- 
pied by  the  various  collections  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission,  and  the  Indian  Bureau  amounted  to 
about  33,500  feet,  or  al)out  one-third  of  the  whole. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  efforts  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, with  the  cooperation  above  referred  to,  to  carry  out  the  wishes 
of  Congress  were  entirely  /successful  and  that  there  was  but  one 
opinion,  both  by  Americans  and  foreigners,  as  to  the  completeness  and 
value  of  the  exhibition. 

During  the  progress  of  the  Centennial  Exhibition  it  was  intimated 
to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  that  a  number  of  foreign  (tollections 
would  be  presented  to  the  United  States  Government  at  its  close,  but 
the  number  and  magnitude  of  these  donations  proved  to  }>e  vastly  in 
excess  of  any  anticipations  that  could  have  been  formed.  Many  of  the 
foreign  commissioners  had  intended  to  divide  their  collections  amongf 
different  establishments  in  the  United  States,  but  as  this  promised  to 
involve  serious  complications  with  the  custom-house  authorities  it  was 
thought  expedient  by  most  of  them  to  present  the  entire  series  to  the 
United  States,  which,  of  course,  would  receive  them  free  of  duty,  and 
with  the  understanding  that  any  duplicates  not  needed  for  the  National 
Museum  might  be  distributed  among  the  various  educational  and 
scientific  establishments  of  the  country.  Accordingly,  out  of  forty 
countries  which  made  Government  exhibits  at  Philadelphia  thirty-foup 
presented  the  greater  pjirt  or  the  whole  of  their  collections  to  the 
United  States.  These  represented  an  aggregate  of  great  magnitude 
and  value,  including  a  variety  of  valuable  ores  and  samples  of  the 
metals  derived  from  them,  with  their  simpler  applications  in  art  and 
industry,  building  stones,  pottery  and  porcelain  earths,  terra  cottas. 
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porcelain,  etc.,  samples  of  furs  and  other  animal  products,  woods, 
fibers,  grains,  vegetable  substance^s  used  in  dyeing,  tanning,  et(\,  appa- 
ratus for  the  pursuit  and  capture  of  wild  animals,  for  the  taking  of 
fish  and  for  fish  culture,  collections  showing  the  manners  and  customs 
of  people  of  various  degrees  of  civilization,  industrial  products,  and 
other  articles  too  numerous  to  mention,  but  referred  to  in  somewhat 
greater  detail  in  the  appendix,  thus  placing  at  the  service  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  that  portion  of  the  International  Exhibition 
which  was  considered  of  most  value,  and  permitting  the  reproduction, 
in  better  form  and  of  more  instructive  character,  of  all  the  test  part 
of  the  display. 

In  addition  to  the  collective  exhibit  of  the  foreign  commissioners 
thus  referred  to  many  specimens  were  supplied  by  individuals  and 
fii'ms  belonging  to  various  foreign  countries.  The  cost  to  the  respec- 
tive Governments  of  the  articles  thus  turned  over  to  the  United  States 
was  at  least  half  a  million  of  dollars.  Their  value  to  the  United 
States,  in  allowing  a  comparison  of  home  product  with  those  of  for- 
eign countries  and  in  improving  American  methods  and  processes  by 
study  of  the  apparatus  and  results  of  those  of  the  rest*  of  the  world, 
can  not  be  represented  in  figures. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  contributions  a  large  proportion 
of  the  State  displays  and  those  of  individual  American  exhibitors  at 
Philadelphia  are  also  to  be  added  to  the  list  of  acquisitions. 

It  having  become  evident  during  the  Philadelphia  exhibition  that 
the  Smithsonian  building  in  Washington  would  be  entirely  inadequate 
to  accommodate  the  expected  acquisitions,  Congress,  by  its  act  of  July 
31,  1876,  appreciating  this  fact,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Institu- 
tion the  Armory  building,  between  Sixth  and  Seventh  streets,  to  enable 
it  to  store  therein  and  to  take  care  of  the  extensive  serie.s  of  the  ores, 
of  the  precious  metals,  marbles,  building  stones,  coals,  and  numerous 
objects  of  natural  history  then  on  exhibition  in  Philadelphia,  including 
other  objects  of  practical  and  economical  value  presented  by  various 
foreign  Governments,  and  appropriated  the  sum  of  $^,500  for  repair- 
ing and  fitting  it  up  for  the  purpose. 

In  addition  to  this  Congress  appropriated,  March  3,  1877,  $25,000 
for  the  expenses  of  receiving,  packing,  and  transporting  the  objects 
presented  to  the  United  States  at  the  Centennial  by  State  and  foreign 
Governments  and  for  properly  storing  and  preserving  them  until  a 
proper  disposition  can  be  made  of  the  same. 

In  accordance  with  this  arrangement  the  specimens  referred  to  were 
in  great  part  deposited,  on  reaching  Washington  from  Philadelphia,  in 
the  Annory  building.  This  is  an  edifice  100  feet  in  length  by  50  in 
breadth,  haWng  four  stories,  or  representing  a  whole  floor  capacity  of 
20,000  square  feet.  These  rooms  are  now  filled  from  floor  to  ceiling 
with  the  objects  referred  to,  which,  for  the  most  part,  still  remain  boxed 
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up  ill  the  condition  in  which  they  were  originally  transferred  from  Phil- 
adelphia, some  4,(K)0  lK)xes  or  packages  in  all,  and  subject  to  varioui> 
forms  of  det<*riomtion  and  injury. 

The  nmseinn  halls  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  prior  to  the  Phil- 
adelphia exhibition  were  filled  almost  to  their  utmost  capacity,  and 
but  a  very  small  pi'oportion  of  the  collections  cither  prepared  on  pur- 
pose for  exhibition  at  Philadelphia  or  obtained  there  are  displayed 
in  them  at  the  present  time.  IV»sides  the  20,000  square  feet  of  floor 
covered  with  packages  in  the  Armory  building  the  entire  basement  of 
the  Smithsonian  Iniilding  is  filled  with  other  pat^kages,  representing 
nearly  an  equal  amount,  and  quite  as  important  in  an  educational 
point  of  view  to  the  people  of  the  United  Statos. 

The  collections  in  the  Smithsonian  building  now  o^mmi  to  the  public 
occupy  about  30,000  square  feet  of  floor  sjyjice.  It  is  (luite  Avithin 
bounds  to  estimate  that  the  articles  stored  away  will  require  for  their 
satisfactorv  exhibition  l>etwTen  three  and  four  times  that  area,  even 
allowing  for  a  great  reduction  of  the  objects  by  the  elimination  and 
distribution  of  the  duplicat<>  specimens.  There  is  no  provision  what- 
ever at  present  for  the  display  of  these  articles,  and  unless  Congress 
furnishes  the  means  this  magnifi(!ent  property  of  the  j>eople  will  go  to 
decay  and  destruction  in  the  course  of  time,  the  animal  prochu^t*^  being 
destroyed  nipidly  l)y  insects  and  many  objects  of  a  minenil  or  metal- 
lurgical character  hy  rust. 

As  every  day  of  delay  in  ari"anging  and  exhibiting  this  collection  is 
accomjmnied  with  the  question  of  erecting  a  suitable  building  for  its 
accommodation  and  has  o(rupied  the  attention  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  a  plan  has  been  devised  which,  it  is  lK»lieved,  will  furnish 
the  facilities  required  in  the  shortest  possible  interval  of  time  and  at 
the  minimum  of  expense. 

To  erect  an  edifice  of  the  necessary  magnitude,  in  the  style  of  archi- 
tecture heretofore  adopted  by  the  Government  for  its  use  in  Washing- 
ton, would  involve  an  expenditure  of  many  millions  of  dollars,  and  it 
could  not  l)e  (completed  and  available  for  occupation  in  ashort<*rperiod 
than  from  five  to  eight  years.  Nevertheless,  on  a  simple  plan  origi- 
nally suggested  by  General  Meigs,  a  building  somewhat  similar  in  char- 
acter to  those  erected  for  the  National  Exposition,  300  fe<^t  square,  or 
having  an  area  of  90,000  square  feet^ — something  over  tAVo  a<*res — p>er- 
fectly  fireproof,  amply  lighted,  and  properly  adapted  for  all  itsol)ject8, 
can  be  constriu^ted  for  al)Out  l|>260,000,  and  can  be  ready  for  occupation 
within  ten  months,  or  at  most  a  year,  from  the  time  of  its  commence- 
ment. 

By  the  plan  (contemplated  everything  would  be  on  one  floor,  without 
any  stairways  or  second  story,  no  cellar  or  fireproof  floor  being  re- 
ciuired.     The  single  floor  of  the  building  to  l)e  of  concrete,  and  thus 
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water  iiiul  vermin  proof;  the  walls  and  other  portions  of  the  building 
of  brick;  and  the  beams,  rafters,  and  framework  of  the  roof  of  iron, 
without  a  particle  of  wood. 

It  is  therefore  much  to  be  desired  that  the  means  be  furnished  at  an 
earh'  day  for  the  construction  of  this  building,  so  that  the  rich  material 
now  belonging  to  the  United  States  Government  «in  be  utilized. 

It  is  believed  that  wh(»n  properly  arninged  the  National  Museum  of 
the  United  States  will  take  rank  as  one  of  the  great  industrial  and  eco- 
nomical displays  of  the  natural  resources  of  theglol)e.  The  accommo- 
dation will  then  be  afforded  for  the  exhibition  of  the  mineral  Avealth  of 
every  State  and  Territory,  and  the  display  of  samples  of  every  new 
mine,  with  all  the  appliances  for  rendering  the  study  of  the  Avholc  inter- 
esting and  profitable.  The  coals,  the  marbles,  and  other  ornamental 
minerals  will  ))e  exhibited  svstematicallv;  the  useful  and  ornamental 
products  and  derivatives  of  the  animal  kingdom  will  be  shown — not 
onlv  such  as  relate  to  the  United  States,  but  with  illustrations  of  the 
whole  subject  in  other  parts  of  the  world — which  can  not  fail  to  sug- 
gest new  and  important  applications  in  this  country.  Illustrations  of 
the  food  and  other  lishes  of  this  and  other  countries,  the  liest  methods 
of  securing  them  and  of  prejmring  them  for  the  requirements  of  man- 
kind, and  the  varied  productions  of  the  alK)riginal  nu^es  of  North 
America  can  also  be  displayed  on  a  proper  scale. 

To  illustrate  more  fully  the  necessity  and  importance  of  the  early 
construction  of  the  building  provided  for  by  this  bill,  the  committee 
deem  it  proper  to  embrace  in  this  report  the  following  list  of  the  more 
important  collections  presented  by  foreign  commissioners  to  the 
United  States  Government  and  taken  charge  of  in  behalf  of  the 
National  Museum  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  (Printed  in  Smith- 
sonian Report  for  1876,  pp.  131-187.) 

Ordered  to  l>e  printed  and  recommitted. 

March  6.  f 878— House. 

Mr.  Casey  Young,  from  Committee  on  Public?  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  reported  favorably  the  bill  H.  2662. 

(See  January  21, 1878,  House  proceedings.) 

Mr.  John  R.  Eden  made  a  point  of  order  that  the  liill  should 
receive  first  consideration  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Si)eaker  (Mr.  Samuel  J.  Randall)  sust^iined  the  point  of  order, 
as  the  bill  contained  an  appropriation. 

Bill  referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  placed  on  the  public 
calendar. 

May  27,  f 878— Senate. 

Mr.  Justin  S.  Morrill  introduced  bill  (S.  1320)  for  fireproof  build- 
ing for  National  Museum. 

Referred  to  Coumiittee  on  Pu))lic  Buildings. 
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cember  16.  1878—Sanata. 

Mr.  Henrt  Ij,  Dawes  by  unanimoua  con:9ent  introduced  a  bil!  S.  1 'ilit 
or  the  erection  of  a  fireproof  building  for  the  National  Mutsouiii. 
That  lor  a  fireproof  building  for  the  iise  of  the  National  Mueeum,  300  twi  square, 
to  be  erected  under  the  directiuii  and  supervision  of  tlie  Regents  of  the  Smithwinian 
Inxtitution,  in  accordance  with  the  plans  now  on  file  with  the  Joint  Coininittt«  of  W\\i- 
lic  Buildings  and  CiroiuidHion  the  southeast  comer  of  the  gToands  of  tt)e8mithw)ni&n 
Institution,  the  sum  of  $250,000  ia  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated;  said  huilding  to  be  plfl<*il  cast  of  the  Smithson- 
ian Institution,  leaving  a  roadway  between  it  and  the  latter  of  not  less  than  50  fi^ut, 
witliitH  north  front  on  a  line  parallel  with  the  north  face  of  the  buildings  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  and  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  an<l  all  exi>eni^tiin-u  for 
the  piiriNjpes  herein  mentioned,  not  including  anything  for  arcbitet-tnral  pUinH,  shall 
bo  audited  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Publit?  Iluildingii  and  Grounds. 
Januarr  7,  187S — Senato. 

Mr.  if.  S.  MoRRiLi-  introduced  a  bill  (S.  1574)  for  the  erertion  of  a 
fireproof  building  for  the  National  Museum,  the  .same  aa  that  intro- 
duced Hecember  If!,  1878,  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  II.  L.  Dawen,  with  the 
following  change: 

With  its  north  front  on  a  line  with  the  south  face  of  the  hiiililingx  of  tin-  Aericnl- 
tural  Department  and  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Publie  Buildings  and  Ground,?. 
Januarf  9,  1879— Senate. 

Reported  favorably  by  Comiiiitt«e. 
Januarf  13.  1879—S»imf. 

Mr.  Justin  S.  Mobrill.  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  (S.  1574)  for  the  erection  of  a  fireproof  Imildiog 
for  the  National  Museum.     It  will  not  take  five  luinutes  when  the  bill  ' 
is  explained. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  MoRRiLi..  Mr.  President,  it  will  l>e  remembered  that  a  billa 
similar  to  this  )>at)sed  the  Senate  unanimously  two  years  ago.  It  v 
not  reached  in  season  in  the  House  to  be  acted  upon  regularly  and^ 
could  ordy  be  considered  by  that  body  under  a  suspension  of  the  rid 
The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  that  purpose  received  ii  vi 
large  majority  there,  but  not  quite  a  two-thirds  vote.  The  bill  , 
been  recommended  by  the  committees  of  both  Houses,  I  believi 
unanimously. 

It  will  also  be  remembered  that  we  made  an  appropriation  for  t 
centennial  celebration  of  a  million  and  a  half  dollai^.  and  that  u\ 
repaid  to  the  United  States,  but  the  conttibutions  made  by  the  Unite 
States  cost  the  Government  about  ?15fl,000.      In  addition  to  th« 
contributions  we  have,  of  34  States  and  nationalities  out  of  41,  their   ' 
-"♦ire  contributions  made  at  the  centennial  celebration.     These  con- 
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tributioiis  are  now  storod  in  the  armory  four  stories  high,  there  being 
4,00<)  boxes  packed  as  full  as  the  armory  can  hold.  It  was  natui*ally 
supposed  by  the  governments  which  made  these  very  generous  con- 
tributions to  the  United  States  that  they  would  Ih^  placed  where  the 
public  could  see  them.  We  have  immense  riches  in  this  line.  The 
results  of  over  20<)  exploring  expeditions  are  now  garnered  in  this  city 
in  various  localities,  but  without  the  possibility  of  their  being  properly 
exhibited. 

Mr.  President,  I  suppose  that  the  contributions  of  some  of  these 
States  that  w^ere  given  to  us,  say  of  Siam,  China,  and  Japan,  will  at 
the  present  moment,  when  properly  displayed,  occupy  more  spac:e  than 
the  largest  hall  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  nuist  have  cost 
those  Governments  a  very  large  sum  of  money,  perhaps  over  $100,000. 
The  (contributions  that  come  to  us  from  abroad  and  from  our  various 
States  and  Temtories  are  specially  rich  and  valuable  in  iron,  silver, 
and  gold  ore,  espex^ially  those  of  Norway,  Sweden,  Russia,  Spain, 
Portugal,  Brazil,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand,  and  our  own  contribu- 
tions are  exceedingly  valuable  in  ores,  metals,  coals,  building  stones, 
earth  and  clays  for  the  potter's  art,  including  all  the  economical 
products  of  the  animal  kingdom,  as  furs,  hides,  skins,  preparations  of 
fish  and  marine  products,  all  the  apparatus  with  which  these  animals 
w^ere  captured  and  utilized,  generally  whatever  illustrates  animal  and 
mineral  nature  throughout  the  United  States,  and  also  a  complete 
illustration  of  the  Indian  tribes,  costing  about  $40,000.  These  are  not 
merely  curiosities,  but  they  are  specimens  of  objects  that  will  be 
permanently  interesting  and  useful  to  the  whole  countr}\ 

I  may  say  that  the  contributions  from  the  extreme  eastern  states, 
from  Siam,  Japan,  and  China,  including  bronzes  of  rare  workmanship, 
could  not  have  cost  less,  as  I  have  said,  than  $100,000.  At  the  present 
time,  in  the  basement  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  there  is  three 
times  as  much  stored  away  as  is  on  exhibition.  I  may  say  also  that 
there  are  five  pieces  alone  that  were  given  to  us  from  the  Centennial 
Exi)osition  upon  which  the  actual  cost  or  the  estimate  of  the  custom- 
house department  upon  their  value  was  $48,000.  They  are  now  pub- 
lishing a  volume  containing  a  list  of  what  they  have  of  animal  products 
and  products  of  the  fisheries,  where  the  title,  occupying  but  a  single 
line,  will  fill  350  pages,  and  this  is  only  one  branch  of  the  extensive 
collection  which  is  to  find  a  place  in  the  new  building  proposed. 

1  suppose,  Mr.  President,  that  every  Senator  who  has  made  any 
sort  of  investigation  of  this  subject  agrees  as  to  the  propriety  of  this 
building  being  erected  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  these  large 
rcijults  of  our  exploring  expeditions  and  the  Centennial  Exposition, 
and  the  various  collections  belonging  to  the  Government  that  are  now 
gathered  together  in  this  city.     The  building  will,  occupy  a  space  on 
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the  ea-st  of  tho  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  will  only  cost  ^250,000, 
and  it  is  to  l)e  under  the  direction  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  (lEOKGE  F.  Edmunds.  I  should  like  to  call  the  atttMition  of  my 
colleague  to  the  seventh  and  eighth  lines  of  the  bill,  where,  in  speak- 
ing of  the  locution  of  the  building,  it  n»ads  that  it  is  to  be  located 
*'  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  grounds  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion.-' That,  taken  literally,  might  seem  to  require  that  it  be  located 
exactly  in  the  southeast  corner,  which  is  not  intended,  as  can  be  seen 

« 

further  along.  But,  to  make  it  clear.  I  suggest  to  him  to  make  it  read 
to  l>e  located  '•on  the  southeast  part  of  the  gi'ounds  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. ■■  to  save  all  |X)ssible  (juestion. 

Mr.  Morrill.  1  have  no  objection  to  that  amendment. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  W.  A.  Whkelek).  To  this  th<»re  can  be 
no  objection,  and  the  amendment  is  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  passed. 
February  28,  1879— Senate. 

An  amendment  to  the  sundry  civil  bill  for  1880  was  offered: 

For  a  fireproof  building  for  the  uhc  of  the  National  ^luseiiin,  .3(X)  feet  f»qiiare,  to  be 
erec^M  under  the  diret»tion  and  Fupervision  of  tlie  Rej^enta  of  tlie  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, in  accordance  with  the  plana  now  on  tile  with  the  Joint  Connnittee  on  Public 
BuildingH  and  Cirounds,  on  tlie  aoutheasU^rn  portion  of  thc^  jjrronnds  of  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution.  $250,(XX);  Haiti  building  to  l)e  plac^t^l  ea«t  of  thc^  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, leaving  a  roadway  lx»tween  it  and  the  latter  of  not  U^ss  than  50  feet,  with  its 
north  front  on  a  line  with  the  Kouth  face  of  the  buildings  of  the  Agrieultural  Depart- 
ment and  of  the  Smithwrnian  Institution;  and  all  exjx^nditures  ior  the  purposes 
herein  nientioniHi,  not  including  anything  for  architectural  plants,  hihail  be  audited 
by  the  propc^r  officera  of  the  Treasury  De})artiueiit. 

Agreed  to. 

March  3,  1879.— House. 

Passed. 

March  3,  1879. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1880. 

r 

For  a  fireproof  building  for  the  use  of  the  National  Maseum,  300 
feet  square,  to  }>e  erected  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  accordance  with  the  plans 
now  on  file  with  the  Joint  Connnittee  of  Pul)lic  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  on  the  southeiistern  portion  of  the  grounds  of  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution,  $250,000:  said  Imilding  to  be  placed  east  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  leaving  a  roadway  between  it  and  th(»  latter  of  not 
less  than  50  feet,  with  its  north  front  on  a  line  with  the  south  face  of 
the  buildings  of  the  Agricultural  Department  and  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution:  and  all  expenditures  for  the  puii)oses  herein  mentioned, 
not  including  anything  for  architectural  plans,  shall  be  audited  by  the 
propi'r  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department 

(Stat.  XX,  3i^7.) 
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NATIONAL   MUSEUM — CJOVERNMENT   COLLECTIONS   TO   BE    DEl'OSITEl). 

March  3,  1879. 

Sundry  civil  mtt  for  1880. 

All  collections  of  rocks,  minerals,  soils,  fossils,  and  object^i  of  natural 
history,  archaeology,  and  ethnology,  made  by  the  Coast  and  Interior 
Survey,  the  Geological  Survey,  or  by  any  other  parties  for  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  when  no  longer  needed  for  investigations 
in  progress  shall  be  deposited  in  the  National  Museum. 

(Stat,  XX,  304.) 

NATIONAL   MUSEUM — ESTIMATES. 

December  3,  1877 — House. 

Estimates  by  the  Se<!retary  of   the  Smithsonian   Institution  for  1879  tlirough  the 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Preservation  and  care  of  the  collections  of  the  National  Museum, 
including  those  from  the  International  Exhibition  of  1876,  $35,000. 

Expenses  of  making  up  into  sets  for  distribution  to  colleges  and 
museums,  the  duplicate  ores,  minei*als,  and  objects  of  natural  history 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  $5,000. 

Preservation  of  collections.  Armory  building:  Expense  of  watching 
and  storage  of  articles  belonging  to  the  United  States,  including  those 
transferred  from  the  International  Exhibition  of  1876,  $2,500. 

December  2,  1878 — House. 

t     Estimates   by  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1880  througli  the 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Preservation  and  care  of  the  collections  of  the  National  Maseum, 
including  those  from  the  International  Exhibition  of  1876,  $27,500. 

Expenses  of  making  up  into  sets  for  distribution  to  colleges  and 
museums,  the  duplicate  ores,  minerals,  and  objects  of  natural  history 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  $5,000. 

Preservation  of  collections,  Armory  building:  Expense  of  watching 
and  storage  of  articles  belongmg  to  the  United  States,  including  those 
transferred  from  the  International  Exhibition  of  1876,  $2,500. 

Postage:  Stamps  are  desired,  of  different  values  to  the  amount  of 
$1,000,  as  in  previous  years. 

For  printing  labels,  circulars,  and  blanks  for  the  service  of  the 
National  Museum,  $2,500. 

For  printing  bulletins  and  proceedings  of  the  National  Museum, 
$5,000. 

[These  items  were  included  in  the  estimates  asked  for  the  Department 
of  the  Interior.] 
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'ebruary  17,  1879 — House. 

Febbuart  17,  1879. 
Hon.  A.  S.  Hkwitt, 

Chulrman^  SiibcommUtee  on  Appropridtums, 

Sib:  I  beg  to  comply'  herewith  with  your  instructions  to  furnish 
some  explanation  of  the  reasons  why  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
asked  for  an  appropriation  of  $35,000  for  the  general  purposes  of  the 
National  Museum,  when  $25,500  only  was  allowed  for  the  present 
fiscal  year. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  list  of  the  appropriations  for  the 
sen'ice  of  the  National  Museum  for  the  preservation  and  maintenance 
of  the  collections  of  the  United  States  Government  during  the  past 
seven  years,  from  which  you  will  see  that  a  very  abrupt  and  material 
reduction  in  the  amount  allowed  for  the  purpose  in  question  has  been 
made  for  two  years  past,  resulting  in  seriously  embarrassing  the 
operations  of  the  Museum  and  preventing  it  from  carrying  out  its  full 
measure  of  usefulness. 

Up  to  the  period  preceding  the  Centennial  Exhibition  the  collec- 
tions of  the  National  Museum  were  comparatively  limited  and  were 
readily  administered  by  the  appropriations  made.  In  1874,  however, 
the  appropriations  for  the  Centennial  Exhibition  were  begun,  on 
which  occasion  the  Institution  was  required  by  Congress  to  present  a 
complete  picture  of  the  animal  and  mineral  resources  of  the  United 
States  and  of  their  applic*ations  to  human  industries. 

With  the  large  collections  made  up  for  exhibition  at  Philadelphia 
at  an  expense  of  about  $140,  (XK),  and  the  enormous  mass  of  foreign 
contributions,  we  have  now  in  our  charge  more  than  four  times  as 
much  material  as  in  1873,  requiring  increased  force  and  expenditure 
to  keep  it  in  proper  condition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spenceb  F.  Baird, 
Secretary^  Smithsonian  Institution, 

Schedule  of  appropriations  made  for  the  service  of  the  National  Museum,  in  chaige 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  during  the  past  seven  years. 

For  1873 $26,000 

For  1874 42,000 

For  1875 30,000 

For  1876 40,000 

For  1877 87,600 

For  1878 26,600 

For  1879 26,600 

The  amount  asked  for  for  the  tiscal  year  1880  is  1^35,000,  in  addition 
to  M'hich  $3,(K)0  are  desired  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
instructions  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  in  securing  the 
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property  of  the  United  States  in  the  Smithsonian  building  from  dan- 
ger by  fire.     This  is  to  be  expended  in  the  construction  of  iron  doors, 
for  extension  of  the  water  pipes,  for  the  purchase  of  hose,  etc. 
February  18,  1879— Senate. 

Hon.  William  Windom, 

Chairman^  Senate  Committee  on  Approprmtions, 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  ask  the  insertion  by  the  Senate  in  the 
deficiency  bill  of  the  following  item: 

For  the  preservation  of  the  specimens  of  the  United  States  sur- 
veying and  exploring  expeditions,  $4,000. 

The  appropriation  asked  for  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in 
behalf  of  the  Government  collections  was  reduced  by  the  House  from 
$37,500  to  $18,000,  the  total  appropriation  for  the  purpose  being 
$25,000,  as  compared  with  $37,500  in  1877,  $40,000  in  1876,  $30,000 
in  1875,  and  $42,000  in  1874. 

This  reduction  rendered  it  necessary  to  discharge  a  large  part  of  the 
force  of  the  Museum  employed  in  the  preservation  and  investigation 
of  the  collections,  and  confine  the  work  simply  to  protection  -of  the 
articles  against  destruction.  It  was,  of  course,  our  duty  to  accommo- 
date oureelves  to  the  will  of  Congress;  but  unexpected  expenditures 
have  been  rendered  necessary  by  various  causes,  such  as  the  destruc- 
tive stoims  of  last  summer,  which  involved  extensive  repaii-s  to  the 
Maseum  building;  the  repaii*s  of  damages  by  bursting  of  water  pipes 
in  consequence  of  the  severe  frosts  of  winter;  the  necessity  of  intro- 
ducing ad(Utional  registers  into  the  building  to  make  it  comfortable 
for  visitors,  and  the  carrying  out  of  instructions  of  the  Government 
committee  to  render  the  building  secure  against  fire.  For  this  pur- 
pose the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  ordered  to  insert  iron  dooi>5, 
some  of  large  size,  in  various  openings  and  passageways  so  as  to 
accomplish  the  security  desired. 

Begging  that  the  committee,  having  given  these  reasons  due  consid- 
eration, will  make  the  appropriation  desired, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 
Secretary^  Smitlisoniaii  IpittittUiofi. 

February  26,  1879— House, 

Hon.  J.  H.  Blount, 

Chairman  Svbcatnmittee  on  the  Deficiency  Bill, 

Sir:  May  I  ask  from  the  subcommittee  a  favorable  consideration  of 
the  item  of  $4,000  introduced  by  the  Senate  into  the  deficiency  bill 
for  "  Presei-vation  of  the  collections  of  the  United  States  sun'eying 
and  exploring  expeditions,  in  charge  of  the  Smithsonian  InstitutioiT' ? 

The  appropriation  by  the  House  under  that  head  for  the  fiscal  year 


V83  CONGBE8SIOMAL   PR00KEDIKO9. 

ending  Juiki  *J.  1S80  is  823,000;  that  for  the  previous  y«ir  wa.s*18,500, 
a.  ffreat  ledurtion  from  the  estimate.  We.  of  course,  reduied  the  scale 
and  eflScieney  of  our  expenditui-es  for  the  NationnI  Museum  during 
the  present  year  to  meet  the  will  of  Congress,  but  we  have  been  sub- 
jected to  a  number  of  extraordinary  and  unavoidahlo  expenses  thai 
will,  1  fear,  seriously  eniiwiri-ass  iia  unless  we  obtain  the  relief  a^ked 
for.  The  UDuaual  storms  of  the  past  summer  caused  tlamnge  which 
required  immediate  repairs,  as  did  also  the  cold  weather  of  the  winter, 
in  bursting  water  pipes  in  the  building  and  water  mains  outside. 
The  inclemency  of  the  weather  also  imule  additional  radiators  neces- 
sary to  the  comfort  of  the  officers  and  o£  visitors.  Agreatly  increased 
consumption  of  coal  also  invoUed  additional  expense. 

These  and  other  unanticipated  expenses  will,  I  tmst,  be  ii  sufficient 
justification  for  the  application  for  the  deticienoy  item  in  question. 
Very  respectfully, 

Spencbk  F.  Baiku, 
Sva-et-ary  Sviitfuicnlaii  Irustitution, 


.   MUSEUM — APPROPRIATIONS. 
June  13,  1878— House, 

The  simdry  civil  bill  beiug  under  consideration,  the  clerk  read  aa 
follows: 

Distribution  of  duplicates:  For  expenses  of  making  up  into  sets, 
for  distribution  to  colleges  and  museums,  the  duplicate,  ores,  mineral!), 
and  objects  of  natural  history  belonging  to  the  LTnited  States,  $5,000. 

Mr,  Mark  H.  Dunnell  offered  the  following  amendment:  Strike 
out  the  word  "colleges"  and  insert  "institutions  of  learning." 

Mr.  Abram  S.  Hewitt.  We  accept  that. 

Amendment  adopted. 
Jane  20,  1878. 

Buiidry  tivil  act  fi>r  lfl7!t. 

For  the  purchase  of  relics  of  George  Washington  from  the  Lewis 
family,  of  Clarke  County,  Virginia,  the  purchase  to  be  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  a  price  not  exc'ocding  $12,01K),  or  so 
much  thereof  as  mav  bo  necessary. 

(Stat..  XX,  318.)" 

For  preservation  and  care  of  the  collections  of  the  National  Museum, 
including  those  from  the  International  Exhibition  of  1870,  $18,000. 

For  expenses  of  making  up  into  sets,  for  distribution  to  institutions 
of  learning  and  museums,  the  duplicate  ores,  minerals,  and  objects  of 
natural  history  belonging  to  the  United  States,  $5,000. 

Armorj'  building:  For  expense  of  watching  and  stoi"age  of  articlea 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  including  those  tiiinsfeiTed  from  the 
International  Exhibition  of  1876,  $2,500. 

(Stat,,  XX,  233.) 


■ 
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March  3,  1879. 

Sundry  (rivil  ac-t  for  1880. 

For  preservation  and  (*are  of  the  collections  of  the  National  Museum, 
includinor  those  from  the  International  Exhibition  of  187H,  $28,000. 

For  expenses  of  making  up  into  sets,  for  distribution  to  colleges 
and  nmseums,  the  duplicate  ores,  minerals,  and  objects  of  natunil  his- 
tory l>elonging  to  the  United  States,  $5,000. 

Armory  building:  For  expense  of  watc^hing  and  storage  of  articles 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  including  those  transferred  from  the 
International  Exhibition  of  1876,  $2,500. 

(Stat.,  XX,  397.) 

March  3,  1879. 

Deficiency  act  for  1879,  eU'. 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  the  preservation  of  the  specimens  of 
the  United  States  surveying  and  exploring  expeditions,  1879,  $4,000. 
(Stat.,  XX,  417.) 

APPOINTMENT  OF  REGENTS. 

By  the  Vic^'Preisident. 
Mo¥ember  /.  1877 — Senate. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  William  A.  Wheeler)  appointed  Robert 
E.  Withers,  of  Virginia,  a  Regent  in  place  of  John  White  Stevenson, 
of  Kentucky,  whose  tenn  had  expired. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  REGENTS. 

By  the  Speaker. 
January  14,  1878 — House. 

The  Si^eaker  (Mr.  Samuel  J.  Randall)  appointed  as  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  Hiester  Clymer,  of  Pennsylvania,  Alex- 
andc»r  H.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  and  James  A.  Garfield,  of  Ohio. 

APPOINTMENT  OF   REGENTS. 

By  Jaint  ReftoUUion. 
January  16,  1878 — Senate. 

Mr.  Hannibal  Hamlin  introduced  a  joint  resolution  (S.  15): 

That  the  existing  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
of  the  v\afi»  other  than  inembern  of  Congrees  shall  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Noah  Porter  in  place  of  JameH  D.  Dana,  resigned. 

Laid  on  the  table. 
January  17,  1878 — Senate. 

Mr.  H.  Hamlin  called  up  the  joint  resolution  (S.  15)  to  fill  vaeancy 
in  the  Board  of  Regents. 

Mr.  Hamlin.  Mr.  President,  it  \7\\\  be  recollected  by  Senators  that 
the  Regents  of  the  Institution  are  appointed  in  three  ways — a  certain 
nun\l)er  l^eing  appointed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  a  <»ertain  num- 
ber by  yourself,  and  a  certain  inunber  at  large  who  are  appointed  by 
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joint  resolution.     There  is  a  vacancy  in  the  board  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Professor  Dana,  of  Yale  College. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Edmunds.  By  "joint  resolution"  means  ''by  law?" 
Mr.  Hamt^ix.  By  law;  by  joint  resolution  having  the  force  of  law. 
The  gentleman  whoso  name  is  in  the  resolution  is  the  president  of 
Yale  College,  the  same  college  of  which  the  late  memlx^r  who  has  just 
re^iigned  was  a  professor.  I  will  say  that  on  consultation  with  the 
Regents  of  the  Institution  we  have  all  imanimously  l)elieved  that  the 
gentleman  whose  name  is  in  the  resolution  is  one  most  eminently  fitted 
for  the  position. 

Passed. 
January  22,  1878— House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  James  A.  Garfield,  Senate  Resolution  15,  to  fill 
vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents,  was  passed. 

January  26,  1878. 

Rcsdra^d^  eU\^  That  the  existing  vacancy  in  the  lk)ard  of  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  of  the  class  other  than  membei's  of  Con- 
gress shall  }>e  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Noah  Porter,  of  Connecticut, 
in  place  of  James  D.  Dana,  resigned. 

(Stat.,  XX,  247.) 

March  11,  1878— Senate. 

Mr.  Hannibal  Hamijn  introduced  joint  resolution — 

That  the  existing  vacancy  in  the  Boanl  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
of  the  chiss  other  than  members  of  Congress,  shall  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
William  T.  Sherman,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  place  of  George  Bancroft,  of  said 
city,  resigned. 

Passed. 
March  19,  1878— House. 

Mr.  James  A.  Garfield  called  up  Senate  joint  resolution  filling  a 
vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  by  the  appointment  of  William  T. 
Sherman  in  place  of  George  Bancroft,  resigned. 

Passed. 

March  25,  1878. 

Jie^solved^  etc,^  That  the  existing  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  of  the  class  other  than  members  of  Con- 
gress, shall  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  William  T.  Sherman,  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  in  place  of  George  Bancroft,  of  said  city, 
resigned. 

(Stat,  XX,  249.) 

FIRE   PROTECTION   FOR  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 
December  6,  1877 — House. 

Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Butler  introduced  a  bill  (H.  190G)  to  aid  in  the 
protection  of  the  public  records  and  property  against  loss  and  damage 
bv  fire: 

That  in  all  buildings  containing  public  property  or  public  records  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  the  head  of  the  department  having  control  of  such  build- 
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ing  is  hereby  authorized  to  put  up  and  use  an  automatic  signal  telegraph  of  such 
improved  kind  and  description,  adopted  and  now  in  public  use,  as  is  fitted  and 
adapted  to  transmit  signals  of  fire  by  means  of  unusual  degree  of  heat. 

Sec.  2.  A  commission  composed  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  the  Supervising 
Architect  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  Secre'tary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, are  hereby  constituted  and  authorized  to  examine  such  automatic  signal  tele- 
graph systems  as  may  be  submitted  to  them  by  the  owners  and  agents  thereof,  and 
select  such  a  one  as  is  best  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  the  earliest  transmission  by 
signal  of  the  occurrence  of  fire,  and  to  certify  to  the  heads  of  the  several  departments 
of  the  Government  such  system  of  signals  as  may  be  approved  by  them. 

Sec.  3.  And  the  head  of  each  executive  department  is  hereby  authorized  to  make 
a  requisition  on  the  Treasury  for  such  sums  as  may  be  necessarily  expended  in 
putting  up  and  using  in  such  public  buildings  as  he  may  deem  necessary  under  his 
department  such  system  of  telegraphic  signal  so  adopted,  to  be  paid,  on  proper 
vouchers  to  be  furnished  therefor,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

December  10,  1877—rHou8e. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  R.  B.  Hayes,  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  Congress  transmitting  the  report  of  the  commission  appointed 
by  him  on  the  27th  of  September,  1877  [Lieut.  Col.  Thos.  L.  Casey, 
U.  S.  A.,  James  G.  Hill,  Supervising  Architect,  United  States  Treas- 
ury, and  lijdward  Clark,  Architect  of  the  Capitol],  to  examine  the 
several  public  buildings  in  this  city  (including  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution), and  determine  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  security  against 
conflagrations  and  the  measures  to  be  taken  to  guard  the  buildings  and 
their  contents  from  destruction  or  damage  by  fire. 

The  President  said: 

The  reconls  of  the  Government  constitute  a  most  valuable;  collection  for  the  coun- 
try, whether  we  consider  their  pecuniary  value  or  their  historical  importance,  and  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  means  suggested  for  securing  these 
valuable  archives,  as  well  as  the  buildings  in  which  they  are  stored.  The  commis- 
sioners have  performed  their  duties  intelligently  and  faithfully.  Their  recommenda- 
tions are  fully  concurred  in  by  me,  and  commended  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
Congress. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds 
The  following  were  the  recommendations  of  the  commission: 

8PBCIFIC   KBCOMMBNDATIONS. 

tSmUJisonian  InslUution, — All  the  combustible  materials  used  in  the  constniction  of 
the  nmseum  iK)rtion  of  the  building  should  be  removed,  and  the  parts  renewed  of 
fireproof  construction,  and  the  openings  connecting  with  other  parts  of  the  building 
should  be  supplied  with  fireproof  doors. 

In  addition  to  the  special  recommendations  contained  under  section  1,  the  follow- 
ing general  recommendations  that  may  be  applicable  to  all  the  public  buildings  are 
offered : 

First.  That  ample  apparatus  for  extingoishing  fires,  such  as  water  mains,  pumps, 
hose,  ladders,  axes,  water  buckets  constantly  filled  with  water,  be  supplied  upon  each 
floor;  that  a  thorough  system  of  xx>lice  and  guard  by  day  and  night  be  established 

H.  Doc.  732 50 
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in  oacli  building;  that  all  w<xKiwc)rk  touching  flues  Ik»  reinoviMi,  and  that  guards  be 
used  around  all  pipes,  whether  for  nnioke  or  for  nteani,  wherever  they  pass  through 
woodwork. 

Second.  The  removal  of  all  conihustible  shelving  and  the  use  in  their  stead  of 
metal  shelving,  the  files  arrange<i  upon  them  to  be  proteete<l  ])y  metal  d<x>rs  or  metal 
files  cases. 

Third.  The  use  in  all  nxuns  for  st^irage  purposes  and  in  those  whi<'h  have  not  to 
be  visited  fretiuently  of  some  electrical  communii^tor,  to  be  placed  so  that  unusual 
degrees  of  heat  may  be  signaled  to  the  watchmen;  thus  making  known  the  fact  of 
the  presence  of  fire,  should  any  (x'cur  in  these  ai>artments. 

Fourth.  The  use  of  electrical  recording  signals  to  he  turne<l  in  by  the  watchmen 
at  fixed  intervals  of  time  through  the  night  and  day  from  given  stations  in  the 
building. 

Fifth.  The  establishment  of  regulations  in  the  several  dei)artments  limiting  the 
numlx^r  of  files  to  l)e  stored  in  any  apartment. 

Sixth.  That  the  large  apartments  and  spaces  devoted  to  files  in  the  fireproof 
structures  be  divided  into  moderately  sized  compartments,  so  as  to  lessen  the  degrees 
of  heat  that  would  be  generated  by  the  combustion  of  the  materials,  and  the  (ronse- 
quent  injury  to  the  building  and  difficulty  of  subduing  the  conflagration. 

Seventh.  That  where  practicable  all  power  steam  boilers  be  removed  from  the 
basements  of  the  buildings  to  etructurea  exterior  to  the  main  building. 

In  conclusion,  this  conmiission  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  the  buildings  herem 
describe<l  as  wholly  or  in  part  fireproof  are  those  built  of  thick  masonrj'  walls,  with 
stone  or  iron  staimays,  having  the  stories  separated  by  groined  arches  of  brick,  or  by 
arches  of  the  same  material  resting  on  iron  beams,  in  which  wood  is  used  only  for 
sash  and  doors,  and  in  some  cases  for  floors  laid  on  the  brick  arches. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  these  are  absolutely  tirepro<jf,  nor  do  they  know  of  any 
attainable  construction  which  will  resist  without  injury  high  degrees  of  heat,  such 
as  might  l)e  generated  by  overcrowding  large  rooms  with  combustible  materials. 
They  are,  liowever,  of  the  opinion  that  with  the  measures  of  caution  herein  sug- 
gested the  public  records  and  buildings  will  be  well  protected  from  loss  or  damage 
bv  fire. 

December  10,  1877 — House. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  (Mr.  Carl  Sc'hurz)  submitted  to  Con- 
gress the  following  estimate^  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  public  buildings  in  regard  to  their  security 
against  fire,  appointed  September  27,  1877: 

*  *  *  To  provide  additional  security  against  fire  in  the  Smithsonian  building 
for  the  Government  collections,  $3,000.     *    *    * 

March  27,  1878. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution^  Joneph  Henry  ^ 

to  Hon,  A,  A,  Sargent,^  United  States  Senate, 

1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  shortly  after  the  fire  at  the 
Patent  Office  the  Smithsonian  building  was  visited  by  the  Govern- 
ment Committee  of  Inspection,  and  suggestions  made  by  them  as  to 
the  fireproofing  of  the  portion  of  the  edifice  devoted  to  the  collections 
of  the  National  Museum.  These  suggestions  were  at  once  acted  upon, 
at  an  expense  of  ^2,803.29,  as  per  detailed  memoi-andum  herewith,  and 
I  write  to  beg  that  you  will  kindly  consider  the  propriety  of  having 


FORTY-FIFTH    CONGRESS,   1877-1879.  787 

an  item  introdiu-ed  into  the  dctieieni^v  bill  whereby  the  Smithson  fund 
mav  be  reimbursed  for  this  outlay. 

Kipendilureft  inrnrrcd  fnj  the  Smithsonian  luMitution  for  thf  jtrotevtiun  of  the  lyiitid  SlcU'S 

(tot'ernmenl  collections,  1877-78. 

Brick  and  laying $635. 00 

Ho^?e ' ■ 325.75 

Cement,  lime,  sand 83,  74 

Hardware,  lumber,  and  labor 298.  25 

Plumbing 452.  95 

Fireproof  iron  doors,  5.'^  square  feet,  at  $1.90 1, 007. 00 

2,  803. 29 
June  5,  1878— Senate. 

Mr.  II.  L.  Dawks,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  reported  a  bill  (S.  1367)  to  aid  in  the  protection  of  the 
public  buildings  and  property  against  loss  and  damage  by  fire: 

Be  U  enacted  J  etc.j  That  a  commission,  composed  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patent.**, 
the  Supervising  Architect  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  is  hereby  constituted  and  authorized  to  examine  sudi  auto- 
matic signal-telegraph  systems  as  may  be  submitted  to  them  by  the  owners  and 
agents  thereof,  and  to  ascertain  which  of  the  same  is  best  adapted  for  the  purpose  of 
the  earliest  and  most  certain  transmission  by  signal  of  the  occurrence  of  fire;  and 
also  the  adaptability,  usefulness,  and  need  of  the  same  for  the  further  protection  of 
the  buildings  and  property  of  the  Government  in  the  several  Departments  in  Wash- 
ington, and  to  report  the  results  of  their  examination  to  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

Placed  on  the  Calendar. 
June  11,  1878— Senate. 

Mr.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside  proposed  to  take  up  S.  1367,  for  the 
purpose  of  testing  the  fire  signals  in  the  different  Departments. 

*  *  *  'Mt  authorizes  the  Supervising  Architect  of  the  Trea^jury 
and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  as  a  commis- 
sion to  experiment  on  these  fire  signals.  It  is  a  thing  in  which  we  are 
all  concerned,  for  it  is  a  matter  that  relates  to  the  public  buildings  and 
the  public  property.  I  am  sure  there  will  be  no  objection  to  the 
measure.  Not  a  penny  of  money  will  be  expended  by  it.  I  think  it 
will  be  right  for  the  Senate  to  take  it  up  and  pass  it,  in  order  that  the 
commission  may  sit  during  the  recess  of  Congress.'' 

The  motion  was  not  entertained. 
June  13,  1878— Senate. 

Passed. 
June  19, 1878— House. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Ellis.  1  ask  unanimous  con.sept  to  haye  taken  up  and 
passed  a  })ill  of  great  public  interest  (S.  1367),  to  aid  in  the  protection 
of  public  buildings  and  other  property  against  loss  and  damage  by 
fire.  This  bill  has  been  unanimously  passed  by  the  Senate,  and 
reported  unanimously  from  the  appropriate  committee  of  this  House. 
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It  does  not  propose  to  expend  one  dollar;  it  simply  provides  the  ways 
and  means  for  protecting  public  buildings  and  other  property  of  the 
United  States  from  fire.  Within  the  past  six  months  the  Patent 
Office  in  this  city  was  greatly  injured  by  fire 

(Cries  of  '^Object!") 

The  Speaker  pro  tempore  (Mr.  W.  M.  Springer).  Gentlemen  will 
resume  their  seats. 

Mr.  John  R.  Eden.  I  want  to  stay  on  my  feet  to  prevent  legislation 
going  through  in  this  way. 

The  Speaker  pro  tempore.  The  gentlemen  from  Louisiana  asks 
that  the  bill 

Sevei*al  members  objected. 

Later  the  objection  was  withdrawn  and  the  bill  passed. 

December  2,  1878 — House, 

Estimate  presented  by  Department  of  the  Interior:  For  providingr 
additional  security  against  fire  in  the  Smithsonian  building  for  the 
Government  collections,  in  accordance  with  report  of  the  commissions 
appointed  to  examine  the  public  buildings,  December  10, 1877,  $3,000. 

December  13,  1878. 

Act  to  aid  in  the  protection  of  public  buildings,  etc. 

Be  it  enadedy  etc,  That  a  commission,  composed  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
the  Supervising  Architect  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  is  hereby  constituted  and  authorized  to  examine  such  auto- 
matic signal  telegraph  systems  as  may  be  submitted  to  them  by  the  owners  and  agents 
thereof,  and  to  ascertain  which  of  the  same  is  best  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  the 
earliest  and  most  certain  transmission  by  signal  of  the  occurrence  of  fire,  and  also 
the  adaptability,  usefulness,  and  need  of  the  same  for  the  further  protection  of  the 
buildings  and  property  of  the  Government  in  the  several  Departments  in  Washington, 
and  to  report  the  results  of  their  examination  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

(Stat.,  XX,  267.) 

March  3,  1879. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1880. 

For  providing  additional  security  against  fire  in  the  Smithsonian 
building  for  the  Government  collections,  in  accordance  with  report  of 
the  commission  appointed  to  examine  the  public  buildings,  December 
10,  1877,  $3,000. 

(Stat,  XX,  397.) 

ORDER   OF   ST.    OLAF   FOR   PROF.  ^.  F.  BAIRD. 
December  10,  1877 — House. 

Mr.  Samuel  A.  Bridges  introduced  a  bill  (H.  1989)  to  authorize 
Spencer  F.  Baird,  assistant  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to 
receive  a  diploma  and  medal  constituting  him  a  member  of  the  Nor- 
wegian Order  of  St.  Olaf . 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 
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January  22,  1878^Houae. 

Passed. 

June  19,  1878— Senate. 

Passed: 
June  20,  1878. 

lie  it  eiiacted^  etc.^  That  Spencer  F.  Baird,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  receive  a  diploma  and  medal,  constituting  him  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Norwegian  Order  of  St.  Olaf,  tendered  him  by  the  King  of 
Sweden  as  a  testimonial  of  distinguished  scientific  service. 

(Stat.,  XX,  584). 

WOODRUFF   SCIENTIFIC   EXPEDITION. 
December  12,  1877 — Senate. 

Mr.  J.  E.  McDonald  introduced  a  bill  (S.  447)  to  aid  the  Woodruff 
Scientific  Expedition. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Among  the  recommendations  of  this  expedition  was  the  following: 

Ijetter  of  June  5,  1877 ^  from  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  IngtUutumy  JoMph  Henry, 

approving  of  Woodrvff  scientific  expedition, 

J.  O.  Woodruff,  Indianapolis,  Ind, 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  examined  your  circular  propoeing  a  voyage  around  the  world 
for  educational  and  scientific  purposes,  and  are  free  to  say  that  we  heartily  approve 
of  the  enterprise. 

With  a  corps  of  students  directed  by  the  teachers  you  have  selectetl,  and  visiting 
regions  hitherto  but  little,  if  at  all,  explored,  you  can  scarcely  fail  to  collect  materials 
which  will  give  the  expedition  reputation  in  the  history  of  science. 

With  our  best  wishes  for  the  entire  success  of  the  expedition,  etc. 

January  14,  1878 — House. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Page  introduced  H.  2409,  similar  bill  to  S.  447. 

January  29,  1878—Houie. 

H.  2409  passed. 

March  19,  1878— Senate. 

H.  2409  passed. 

March  23,  1878. 

An  Act  approved,  to  grant  for  the  purposes  of  the  ''Woodruff 
Scientific  Expedition  around  the  World,"  a  register  for  a  foreign 
built  steamship  *  *  *  to  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  ♦  ♦  ♦  a  school  to  be  maintained  thereon  with  a  capacity  for 
at  least  200  students,  together  with  a  competent  faculty  for  the  pro- 
motion of  scientific  and  nautical  knowledge.  *  *  *  In  no  case 
shall  mercantile  or  commercial  ventures  form  any  part  of  said  expedi- 
tion, or  the  Government  of  the  United  States  be  subjected  to  any 
expense  on  account  thereof. 

(Stat,  XX,  31.) 
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December  13,  1877 — Senate. 

Mr.  A.  8.  Padikktv  iiitrodiu*«»d  a  rosolution  (S.  10): 

• 

That  the  SiH^'retary  of  the  Treaaiiry  In.',  and  hereby  is,  authorizcnl  and  directe<l  to 
withhold  from  destrnction  and  deliver  to  the  Se(*retary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, in  Washington,  District  of  C>)hnnbia,  to  l)e  hehl  by  that  Institution  aa  objects  of 
interest,  the  foliowinjr-descTilxid  canceled  platen  heretofore  useii  in  the  printing  of 
United  States  fractional  currency: 

One  fifty-cent  faceplate,  fifth  issue,  series  1875. 

One  fifty-cent  Imckplate,  fifth  issue,  series  1875. 

One  twenty-five-cent  faceplate,  fifth  issue,  series  1874. 

One  twenty-five-<!ent  Imck plate,  fifth  issue,  series  1874. 

One  ten-cent  faceplate,  fifth  issue,  series  1874. 

One  ten-cent  Imckplate,  fifth  issue,  series  1874. 

Reforred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Paddock.  I  will  state  that  I  have  recently  served  on  a  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  which  both 
Houses  of  Congress  were  represented,  to  witness  the  counting  of  these 
plates  and  to  examine  the  cancellation  thereof.  They  are  the  plates 
upon  which  all  the  fnu'tional  currency  was  printed.  They  are  very 
elegant  specimens  of  workmanship,  and  they  are  all  to  be  destroyed  in 
pursuance  of  law  very  shortly.  It  occurred  to  the  committee  that  it 
might  be  well  to  preserve  one  of  each  series  and  have  them  lodged  in 
the  Smithsonian  Institute  as  objects  of  interest  hereafter. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  W.  A.  Wheeler).  The  joint  resolution  will 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr  Paddock.  I  ask  for  the  present  consideration  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Davis,  of  West  Virginia.  I  think  the  Senator  had  better 
let  it  be  printed  and  referred.  It  is  a  matter  of  some  importiince  to 
know  just  what  should  be  done  with  the  plates  that  have  gone  out  of 
use  in  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  Vice-President.  The  joint  resolution  will  be  printed  under  the 
rule.     It  goes  over  under  objection. 

Mr.  Paddock.  It  is  provided  by  law  that  those  plates  shall  be 
destroyed,  and  the}'^  are  all  ready  now  for  destruction.  They  are  to  go 
to  the  navy -yard  and  be  there  melted  in  the  furnace,  and,  as  the  work 
is  very  shortly  to  be  completed,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  a  matter  of  inter- 
est which  should  be  coiwidered  at  once. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Dawes.  If  this  were  only  a  question  of  interest,  as 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Nebraska,  there  would  be  no  trouble 
about  it;  but  the  question  of  safety  is  so  considerable  that  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  that  it  is  quite  safe  to  pass  the  joint  resolution  without 
consideration. 

The  Vice-President.  Under  objection  the  ]oint  resolution  has 
already  gone  over. 
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May  28,  7878— Senate. 

li^portod  adversely  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Morrill,  for  ( •oniinittee  on  Fiiuiiu*o, 
and  i)ostponed  indefinit^^ly. 

IKX^.UMKNTS. 

December  15,  1877. 

Congress  in  providing  for  printing  and  distributing  the  "Biennial 
Register,"  ordered  four  copies  of  each  issue  to  })e  delivered  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

(Stat.  XX.,  13.) 
May  22,  1878. 

A  joint  resolution  (No.  28)  approved  to  distribute  the  new  edition 
of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States,  provided  that  two  copies 
be  furnished  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

(Rev.  Stat.,  Supp.,  vol.  1,  2nd  ed.,387.) 
June  7,  1878 — House. 

The  sundry  civil  bill  as  reported,  included  provisions  relative  to  the 
public  printing,  among  the  items  being — 

"That  of  reports  of  committees  of  a  private  nature  on  pensions, 
claims,  reliefs,  and  desertions,  one  copy  should  be  sent  to  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  also  other  doc^uments  not  si>ecitically  provided  for 
in  the  bill,  one  copy  to  the  Smithsonian; 

"Of  'regular  documents, '  35  sets  for  exchanges  with  foreign  gov- 
ernments, and  one  set  to  the  Smithsonian; 

"Of  the  daily  edition  of  the  Congressional  Record,  one  cop}*^  to  the 
Smithsonian; 

"Of  the  boiuid  edition  of  the  Congressional  Record,  one  set  to  the 
Smithsonian;. 

"Of  the  pamphlet  laws  of  each  session,  one  copy  to  the  Smithsonian; 

"Of  the  Statutes  at  Large,  Ixmnd  in  sheep,  one  copy  to  the  Smith- 
sonian; 

"  Of  the  reports  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  the  United  States,  one  copy 
to  the  Smithsonian.'' 

[While  the  bill  was  considered  in  the  House  June  13,  1878,  all  the 
sections  in  regard  to  public  printing  were  ruled  out  by  the  Chair  as 
not  l)elonging  to  an  appropriation  bill.] 

OEOTXXilCAL   AND    (JEOORAPHICAIi    SURVEY    RKl'ORTS. 

June  17,  1878— House. 

A  concurrent  resolution  was  adopted  to  print  of  volumes  4  and  12 
of  the  final  reports  of  the  Geological  and  Geogmphical  Survey  of  the 
Territories,  in  quarto  form,  with  the  necessary  illusti*ations,  3,000 
copies  of  each  volume;  1,500  for  the  House,  500  for  the  Senate,  500 
for  the  SuiTey,  500  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
June  18,  1878— Senate. 

Adopted. 
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Dteember  4,  t878~Sanat9. 

Mr,  David  Davis,  of  Illinoia,  offered  concurrent  resolution  to  print 
3,000  copies  of  the  Repoit  of  the  Geographical  and  Geological  Survey 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Region,  relating  to  the  geology  of  the  Black 
Hills,  in  quarto,  with  the  necessary  illustrations  and  charts;  1,600 
copies  foi-  the  House,  500  copies  the  Senate,  500  copies  for  the  Sur- 
vey, 500  copies  foi'  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Also  to  print  3,000  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Get^raphical  and 
Geologital  Sui'vey  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Region,  relating  to  Uie 
geology  of  the  high  plateaus  of  Utah,  in  quarto,  with  nece-ssary 
illustrations  and  charts;  1,500  for  the  House,  500  for  the  Senate,  500 
for  the  Survey,  500  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 
Deeamber  4,  1878— House. 

Mr.  John  R.  Eden  submitted  concurrent  resolution.     (Same  I'eso- 
lution  as  offered  by  Mi'.  Davis  in  Senate,  December  4,  1878.) 
Dacember  IS,  1878— House. 

Pasucd  for  Plateaus  of  Utah,  500  copies  for  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Oeeember  20.  1878 — Senate. 

Passed  with  amendments  to  give  375  (H>pies  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 
January  25.  t879— House. 

Passed  as  amended. 

EXPOSITIONS. 

Pan'ji  Skponitiwu  1S7S. 
December  IS,  1877. 

■  Joini  rii)solutit/7i. — Whereas,  the  United  States  have  been  invited  l^ 
the  Republic  of  France  to  take  part  in  a  universal  exposition  of  the 
productions  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the  fine  arts,  to  be  held 
in  Paris  in  1878:  Therefore, 

Reeolvcd,  etc.,  That  said  invitation  is  accepted,  and  that  the  gov 
ernors  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  be,  and  are  hereby, 
requested  to  invite  the  people  of  their  respective  Stiit«a  and  Terri- 
tories to  assist  in  the  proper  representation  of  the  productions  ol 
our  industi-y,  and  of  the  natural  resources  of  the  country,  and  to  take 
such  further  measures  as  may  be  necessary  in  order  to  secui-e  to  their 
respective  States  and  Territories  the  advant^^  to  be  derived  from 
this  beneficent  undertaking. 

Sec.  Si.  That  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  shall  api>oint  a  commissioner-gene  ml  to  represent  the 
United  States  in  the  proposed  exposition,  and,  under  the  general  direc- 
i  tion  of  the  Secretai-y  of  State,  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions in  reference  to  the  contribution.^  from  this  country,  and  to 
control  the  expenditures  incident  to  the  proper  installation  and  exhi- 


1 


FORTY-FIFTH   CONGRESS,  1877-1879.  793 

bition  thereof,  and  to  the  preparation  of  the  reports  on  the  exposition; 
and  that  the  President  may  also  appoint  twenty  additional  commis- 
sioners, no  two  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  from  any  one  State,  of 
whom  three  shall  be  practical  artisan  experts,  three  shall  be  skilled 
representatives  of  commerce  and  manufactures,  and  four  shall  be  pi^ac- 
tic^al  agricultuitilists,  nine  shall  be  scientific  experts,  corresponding  to 
and  specifically  assigned  to  report  upon  the  nine  groups  into  which 
the  exposition  will,  under  the  official  regulations,  be  divided,  and  one 
who  shall  be  assistant  commissioner-genei'al  and  shall  perform  the 
duties  of  commissioner-genei-al  in  case  of  his  death  or  disability,  and 
shall  report  upon  the  exhibition  at  large  and  the  general  results 
thereof;  that  the  allowance  to  said  commissioner-general  for  salary 
and  personal  expenses  shall  not  exceed  $5,000  for  his  whole  term  of 
office;  and  the  allowance  of  the  twenty  additional  commissioners  for 
salar}^  and  personal  expenses  shall  not  exceed  $1,200  each,  not  includ- 
ing such  clerical  service  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  commissioner- 
general,  which  shall  not  exceed  $15,000;  and  the  governors  of  the 
seveml  Statesmay  nominate  and  the  President  appoint  two  honorary 
commissioners  from  each  of  the  several  States,  and  the  President  ma}'^ 
appoint  twenty-four  additional  honorary  commissioners,  among  whom 
there  shall  be  at  least  one  resident  of  each  of  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  which  said  honorary  commissioners  may  report  upon 
such  special  subjects  as  the  commissioner-genei-al  may  direct,  and  shall 
serve  without  pay  or  other  expense  to  the  United  States:  Andprovfided 
further^  That  in  case  the  authorities  of  any  State  or  Territory  shall 
appoint  a  commissioner  or  commissioners  to  represent  the  interests  of 
such  State  or  Territory  at  said  exhibition,  said  conmiissioner  or  com- 
missioners so  appointed  shall  have  the  same  status  in  the  commission 
as  the  honorary  commissionei*s  provided  for  herein,  but  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  either  pay  or  compensation  out  of  the  money  hereby  appro- 
priated: Provided  always^  That  no  person  appointed  by  virtue  of  this 
resolution  shall  have  any  pecuniary  interest,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
any  article  exhibited  for  competition  or  act  as  the  agent  for  any 
exhibitor.  And  not  more  than  one  of  the  commissioners  entitled  to 
compensation  nor  more  than  five  of  the  honorary  commissioners  shall 
be  appointed  from  any  one  State  or  Territory. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  President  be  authorized,  in  his  discretion,  to  assign 
one  or  more  of  the  public  vessels  to  transport  to  and  from  Fi-ance,  free 
of  cost,  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  commissioner- 
general,  such  articles  as  may  be  offered  for  exhibition  by  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  That  in  order  to  defray  the  necessaiy  expenses  above 
authorized,  and  for  the  proper  installation  of  the  exhibition,  and  the 
expenditures  of  the  commissioner-general  made  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  with  his  approval,  and  not  otherwise, 
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there  be,  ana  Hereby  is,  appropritiU-d,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasuiy 
of  the  ITnited  Stot«^s  not  othorwiso  appropriated,  the  muiii  of  $160,000, 
or  ao  much  thereof  as  may  l)e  necessary  for  the  purpoue^  herein 
specitied;  which  sum  shall  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State;  and  out  of  sticli  amount  the  Oommissioner  of 
Agriculture  la  hereby  authorized  to  collect  and  prepare,  aa  far  »>• 
practicable  and  with  as  little  delay  hm  possible,  suitable  specimens  of 
the  agricultuml  productions  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  of 
the  Union  for  exhibition  at  the  Paris  Exposition. 

Sec.  5.  That  it  shall  bo  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  trans- 
mit to  Congress  a  detailed  stat^^nient  of  the  expenditures  which  may 
have  been  incurred  under  the  provisions  of  this  resolution,  toother 
with  all  reports  called  for  under  section  two  of  this  resolution,  which 
reports  shall  l)e  prepared  and  arranged  with  a  view  to  concise  state- 
ment and  convenient  reference.  M 

(Htat.,  XX,  245.)  I 

June  SO.  1879.  -1 

Sundry  civil  act  for  lft79. 

To  enable  the  Se«rotaiy  of  State  to  defray  additional  expenses  necea- 
sarilj-  incurred  by  the  Commissionei'-General  of  the  United  States  to 
the  International  Industrial  Exposition  in  Paris  in  erecting  a  special 
building  for  exhibits  of  agricultural  machinerj'  and  products,  in  erect- 
ing ft  facade,  or  frontage,  to  the  space  allotted  to  the  United  States  in 
the  main  building,  in  making  necessary  alterations  and  repairs,  and 
for  transportation,  S'il>,(>fH),  Ui  be  available  immediately. 

(Stat,  XX,  218.) 
Februarf  SI.  lS79—S*natt. 

Mr.  H.  B,  Anthony  submitted  concurrent  resolution  to  print  reports 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  to  the  Paris  Exposition  of 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 
Februar/  S8,  1878-^Stnata. 

Passed. 
Marc/i  3.  1879— House. 

Passed. 

PhilnfJ^phia  Centenmnl  Rejp^mtinn.. 

march  3.  1979^Houm. 

The  President  (Rutherford  B.  Hates)  sent  ii  message  to  Congreas, 
transmitting  the  final  report  of  the  United  States  Centennial  Commie 
sion,  and  remarked : 

I  have  re<«iveil  from  the  United  States  Centennial  Cominieeion  their  linal  report 
presenting  a  full  exhibit  of  the  reeulte  of  the  United  States  Centennial  Celebndion 
and  Exhibition  of  1876,  as  required  hy  tlie  act  of  June  I,  1872. 

In  trannniilting  thiH  report  for  the  eDnsidenitioii  of  Congress,  I  expretis,  I  belittva, 
the  general  judgment  of  the  muutry,  as  well  an  my  own,  in  assigning  to  this  exhifaj. 
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tion  a  measure  of  HiuH^ess  gratifying  to  tho  pride  and  patriotiHiii  of  our  peoplo  and 
full  of  promise  to  the  great  industrial  and  cx)mmeitual  iiiteresta  of  the  nation.  The 
very  ample  and  generous  contributions  which  the  foreign  nations  made  to  the  splendor 
and  usefulness  of  the  exhibition  and  the  cordiality  with  which  their  representatives 
took  part  in  our  national  commemoration  deserve  our  profound  acknowledgments. 
At  this  close  of  the  great  services  rendered  by  the  Unite<l  States  Centennial  Commis- 
sion and  the  Centennial  Boanl  of  Finance  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  commend  to 
your  attention  and  that  of  the  people  of  the  whole  country  the  laborious,  faithful, 
and  jirosiK^rous  i>erformances  of  their  duties  which  have  marke<l  the  administration 
of  their  resyxn'tive  tnist«. 

HOWGATE  AR(rri(7   EXPEDITION. 

January  22,  1878— House. 

Mr.  B.  A.  Wn.Lia,  from  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  (No. 
96)  on  H.  447,  to  authorize  and  eciuip  an  expedition  to  the  arctic  seas. 

[Extracts.] 

This  plan  is  known  as  **  polar  colonization,"  and -has  received  hearty  indorsement 

from  such  distinguished  experts,  scientists,  students,  and  explorers  as  Prof.  Joseph 

Henry,  president  of  the  National  Academy  of  Scneuces;  Professor  Ix)omis,  of  Yale 

College;  President  Potter,  of  Union  College;  Admiral  Porter;  Rear-A<hniral  Davis, 

Superintendent  of  the  National  Ol>servatory;  Hon.  Charles  P.  Daly,  president  of  the 

American  Geographical  So(*iety;  Dr.  Isaacs  I.  Hayes,  the  explorer,  and  others,  while 

it  is  heartily  approve<l  also  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  tho  Navy ;  and  your  com- 

mittet*  are  incline<l  to  commend  it  to  the  favor  of  Congress,  more  especially  if  its 

execution  l>e  intru8te<l,  as  the  bill  pn>vid(»«,  to  the  Presiclent,  under  the  direction  of 

the  National  Acrademv  of  Scien<'es. 

Smithsonian  Institution', 

WaMngtoHy  January  31^  1877. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  30th  instant,  askmg  my  opmicm  as  to  the  plan  of  Captain 
Howgate  for  explorati  ms  in  the  arctic  regioiV9»  and  its  utility  in  regard  to  scientific 
and  commercial  n*sults,  has  }>een  received,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  give  you  the  fol- 
lowing reply: 

From  my  coniiecti<m  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  the  National  Academy 
of  S<*iences,  I  am,  of  course,  intereste*!  in  every  pn)[K)sition  which  has  for  its  object 
the  extension  of  scientific  knowledge,  and  therefore  I  am  predisposed  to  advocate 
any  national  plan  for  exploration  and  continued  obser>-ations  within  the  arctic 
circ^le. 

Much  labor  hafl  been  expende<l  on  this  subject,  especially  with  a  view  to  reAch  the 
pole;  yet  many  problems  connected  with  physical  geography  and  science  in  general 
remain  unsolve<l. 

(1)  With  reganl  to  abetter  determination  of  the  figure  of  the  earth,  i>endulum 
exiH»riments  are  require<l  in  the  region  in  question. 

(2)  The  magnetism  of  the  earth  requires  for  its  better  elucidation  a  larger  numlier 
and  more  continuecl  oliservations  than  have  yet  been  made. 

(3)  To  complete  our  knowledge  of  the  tides  of  the  ocean,  a  series  of  oliservations 
should  be  made  at  least  for  an  entire  year. 

(4)  For  completing  our  knowledge  of  the  winds  ot  the  globe,  the  results  of  a 
larger  series  of  observations  tlian  those  we  now  poeaeea  are  neoeseary,  and  also  a^ldi- 
tional  ol>servation8  on  temperature. 

(5)  The  whole  field  of  natural  history  eoukV  \je  enxicYveA by  iroWeciiona  in  the  line 
of  )H>tany,  mineralogy,  geology,  etc.,  ami  tacta ol  \iiteT«^.  iMaATveiW\\V\  regard  to  the 
influence  of  extreme  cold  on  animal  an*l  ve2*?^^%AA^  ^^^^• 

All  of  the  above-mentione<l  branches  c>(  t»^-\^nce  »-^  \^^'^^^'^^^'  v***^^^^"^*^^  ^''^^'  ^^''^ 
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well-being  o/  man  and  tend  not  onlf  to  enUrge  his  sphere  at  mental  ple«Bnrea  bot  k 
promote  the  application  of  science  to  the  arts  of  life. 

As  to  the  epecial  plan  of  Captain  Howgate — that  of  eetablishing  a  coloay  of 
eiplorers  and  oheervere  to  be  continued  for  several  yeara — I  think  favorably. 

The  obeervationB  which  have  previously  been  made  in  the  arctic  ref^ons  hftV6 
usually  been  of  a  fragmentary  character  and  not  nufficient  in  any  one  rase  to  estab- 
lish the  changes  of  the  observed  phenomena  ilnrii^  an  entire  year,  whereen  to 
obtain  even  an  approximation  to  the  general  law  of  changes  a  number  of  ye«n  an 
required. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state,  in  behalf  iif  the  National  Academy  of  Scienceo,  that 
should  Congreos  make  the  necceaary  appropriation  for  this  enterprise  the  Academj 
will  cheerfully  give  a  series  of  directions  as  to  the  <let^le  of  the  investigatioDS  to  be 
made  and  the  best  methods  to  be  employed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JosBPH  Hbkkv, 
Sarttary  Smillitonian  InttUulion, 
Praidait  Natiimat  Academy  of  Seieneet. 
Hon.  Bbnj.  a.  WiLUfi, 

HouK  of  Rrpmentalipe*. 

Recommitted.  

Ftbnmry  28,  1878— HoaM. 

Report  No.  9tJ  referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Jua»  18,  1878— House. 

Rejected.     Yeas  86,  nays  127. 

VENTILATION    OF   HALL   OF   HOITSR   OF   BEPRESENTATIVBS. 

Ftbruar/  4, 1878—Haum. 

Mr.  Casey  Young,  from  the  Select  Committee  on  Ventilation  of  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  submitted  a  report  (No.  191): 

[KltTMtl 

SMrrnsoNiAN  Inotitutioit, 

WalMnglon,  T).  C,  January  t6,  1878, 

Sib:   I   have   the  honor,  in  behalf  of  the  advisory  commission  on 

and  ventilation  of  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  appointed  by  j 

honorable  committee,  to  transmit  to  yon  herewith  the  final  report  of  the  c 

sion,  accompanied  by  sundry  papers  received  from  your  committee,  and  also  a  repcirt 

:   on  the  heating  and  ventilation  of  the  British  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  a  repent  on 

the  original  plan  of  heating  and  ventilating  the  Capitol.     The  report  of  the  o 

sion  herewith  transmitted  has  involved  much  original  investigation  and  the  e; 

tionof  the  most  reliable  authorities  on  the  subject.    Themembersof  the  commiaaicn 

have  inspected  the  buildings  in  this  country  most  celebrated  for  effective  vi 

and  have'  availed  themselves  of  a  visit  to  Europe,  on  other  buainc«B,  made  by  Dr. 

Billings,  one  of  the  members  of  the  commiarion,  to  obtain  the  latest  information  o 

the  same  subject  from  that  country. 

It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  this  report,  with  its  appendices,  will  be  deemed  of 
sufficient  importance  to  warrant  its  publication  in  lull,  with  proper  illustratiooB,  lor 
the  use  of  the  public.  The  subject  is  one  of  great  difficulty,  and  in  r^srd  to  whfadi 
much  general  misconception  prevails,  as  well  as  a  want  of  a  knowledge  of  theeaW^ 
lishe<l  principles  upon  which  the  art  of  heating  and  ventilation  depends. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Hskby,  CbHraian. 
Hon.  Casev  Youno, 

Chatrman  CommiUee  on  VentikOion  oj  Uie  Hoa»e  of  fopFeMntaJtvo. 
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most  patient  ami  careful  investigation,  aided  by  all  the  information  attainable  from 
any  source  within  their  reach,  as  well  as  by  the  assistance  and  advice  of  the  most 
experienced  and  competent  scientists  with  whom  they  have  l)een  a])lc  to  confer. 

The  defe("ts  in  the  stnicture  of  the  Hall  of  Representatives  in  resjKH't  to  heat,  light, 
ventil^fcbn,  and  acoustics  have  been  the  subject  of  grave  and  si^rious  complaint  ever 
since  its  completion,  and  the  difficulties  in  overcoming  them  have  never  yet  been 
8olve<i  in  a  manner  entirely  satisfactory  to  those  who  have  undertaken  it  with  any- 
thing (;f  a  correct  apprehension  of  the  character  and  magnitude  of  the  ta**k.  Many 
efforts  have  1)ch.mi  made  in  the  past  fifteen  years  to  accomplish  this  result,  and  at  a 
considerable  cost ;  and  while  those  who  have  conducted  some  of  them  were  of  the 
opinion  that  no  improvements  in  the  particulars  mentioned  were  either  necessary  or 
practical,  and  while  others  of  them  l)elieved  that  they  had  sm'ceeded  in  effecting  all 
that  was  desired,  your  committee  have  concludeil  that  lx)th  classes  were  mistaken 
and  that  the  most  radical  clianges  and  improvements  are  urgently  demiuidc»d  for  the 
comfort  and  health  of  Members,  and  that  but  few,  if  any,  have  l)een  made  sinc*e  the 
original  completion  of  the  Hall  until  within  a  very  recent  pericxl. 

The  committee  do  not  Ixjlieve  that  the  Hall  with  its  i>resent  architectural  structure 
can  over  |je  ventilated  so  as  to  be  entirely  healthy  or  free  from  many  objei'tions  and 
inconveniences,  but  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  may  Ix^  so  greatly  improved  that  the 
health  of  those  who  occupy  it  will  not  be  subjected  to  any  serious  danger.  The  same, 
too,  U  true,  but  in  a  less  degree,  as  to  light  and  its  acoustic  capacity,  though  they 
think  that  these  latter  may  l)e  so  remedied  that  little  inconvenience  will  result  from 
them  in  the  future. 

The  committee  referred  to  a  report  May  4,  187()  (No.  380),  of  a  sub- 
committee from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  during* 
the  second  session  of  the  Forty -fourth  Congress. 

In  this  report  it  is  stated  that  after  having  c*arefully  examined  a 
great  number  of  plans  and  propositions  submitted  to  them  upon  the 
sul^ject  they  referred  "the  entire  matter  to  a  board  composed  of 
scientific  Government  oflScers,  viz:  Prof.  Joseph  Henry,  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution;  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  L.  Casey,  of  the  Army  Engi- 
neer Corps;  Prof.  J.  S.  Billings,  of  the  Medical  Department,  U.  S.  A.; 
Mr.  F.  Schumann,  Assistant  Supervising  Architect  of  the  Treasury- 
Department,  and  Mr.  Edward  Clark,  Architect  of  the  Capitol,  to 
advise  the  subcommittee  of  the  most  prac^tical  and  economical  method  of 
attaining  the  object  in  view.'- 

This  board,  of  which  Prof.  Joseph  Henry  was  president,  made  reports 
April  30,  1876,  and  January  26,  1878.* 

Mr.  Young  further  repoiled  that  the  recounnendations  made  by  the 
board  were  only  partially  carried  out  and  that  his  committee  after  the 
death  of  Professor  Henry,  in  May,  1878,  had  appointed  Prof.  Spencer 
F.  Baird,  his  successor  as  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to 
succeed  him  as  chairman  of  the  board. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Young  resolutions  were  adopted  ^^  that  Abram  S. 
Hewitt;  Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  Lieut. 
Col.  Thomas  L.  Casey,  U.  S.  A.;  Mr.  PMward  Clark,  Architect  of  the 
Capitol;  Mr.  F.  Schimiann,  civil  engineer,  Treasury  Department;  and 

*  See  CungreHHional  Recunl,  February  28,  1879,  p.  30. 
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We  trust  that  you  will  have  this  item  placed  in  one  of  the  appropriation  bills  now 
under  consideration  by  the  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obed't  serv't, 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 

Secreiary. 
Hon.  J.  D.  C.  Atkins, 

House  of  Representatives. 

June  14,  1878, 

Deficiency  act  for  1878,  etc. 

To  repay  to  tne  Smithsonian  Institution  expenses  incurred  in  the 
transportation  of  public  documents  under  the  joint  resolution  approved 
July  25,  1868,  $1,781. 

(Stat.,  XX,  124.) 

June  19,  1878, 

Legislative,  executive,  and  jiulicial  act  for  1879. 

Library  of  Congress:  For  expenses  of  exchanging  public  documents 
for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,000. 
(Stat.,  XX,  182.) 

THE    SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION   A   CORPORATION? 

.  May  6,  1878— House. 

In  considering  a  bill  (H.  3259)  providing  for  a  permanent  form  of 
government  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 

Mr.  Joseph  C.  S.  Blackburn  remarked  that  he  was  astonished  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  J.  A.  Garfield]  should  have  raised  the 
question  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  [to  elect  a  Commis- 
sioner for  the  District].  He  referred  to  section  6,  of  article  1,  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  continued:  Now,  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield],  I  apprehend,  found  no  difficulty  in  receiving 
and  accepting  an  appointment,  which  I  believe  he  holds  to-day,  as  one 
of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  Horatio  C.  Burchard  argued  that  the  Commissioners  proposed 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  were  officers  of  the  United  States  and 
said:  The  appointment  of  a  commission  by  Congress — for  instancy,  the 
silver  commission — to  ascertain  certain  facts,  or  the  appointment  of  a 
person  as  a  trustee,  or  as  one  of  the  persons  named  to  represent  the 
corporation  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  does  not  present  a  parallel 
case.  These  [the  Commissioners  of  the  District]  are  pei^sons  who  are 
required  to  perform  duties  that  are  executive  duties.  They  have  ta 
^ecute  the  law,  etc. 

Mr.  James  A.  Garfield.  In  i*egard  to  the  position  of  Begent  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  ♦  ♦  ♦  that  Institution  is  a  private  cor- 
poration and  the  House  is  invited,  merely  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  to 
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that  private  ooi-poration,  organized  for  a  public  purpose,  by 
ling  men  to  serve  as  its  trustees  or  Regents.  But  a  Regent  of 
Smithsonian  Institution  does  not  become  a  United  States  officer 

• 

.  J.  Proctor  Knott.  [Mr.  James  A.  Garfield]  assumes  that  there 
larked  difference  between  the  corporation  to  be  formed  by  this 
'or  the  government  of  the  District  of  Columbia]  and  the  Smith- 
n  Institution;  but,  sir,  in  principle  there  is  not  a  particle.  AYhen 
)ongress  assumed  the  administration  of  the  Smithson  legacy  it 
upon  itself  the  execution  of  a  public  trust,  which  it  seeks  to  per- 
through  its  Board  of  Regents  precisely  as  it  would  discharge  a 
ir  trust  through  these  Commissionera  should  the  bill  now  pend- 
>ecome  a  law.  One  is  a  coi-poration,  so  is  the  other.  If,  there- 
a  Commissioner  of  the  District  of  Columbia  is  an  officer,  as 
mplated  by  the  Constitution,  so  is  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian 
ution,  and  my  friend,  who  is  a  distinguished  and  useful  member 
it  Board,  occupies  the  singular  position  of  holding  an  office  under 
'nited  States  while  a  member  of  this  House,  which  is  expressly 
licted  by  the  Constitution.  But  that  is  not  all.  Leaving  the 
isonian  Institution  entirely  out  of  view,  there  was  an  act  passed 
g  the  last  Congress  which  will  be  memorable,  etc.  [The  electoral 
lission.] 

.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
>f  gentlemen  to  what  has  been  said  about  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
1.  The  officers  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  are  not  public 
rs,  are  not  executive  officers  of  the  United  States.  A  man  by 
ame  of  Smithson  left  to  this  Government  a  fund  of  money  for  a 
tic  use,  and  that  fund  is  this  day  and  hour  administered  according 
s  original  ideas.  The  two  Houses  of  Congress  have  assumed, 
r  their  instructions  and  directions,  the  power  to  provide  ariunge- 
s  for  the  execution  of  that  trust.  It  is  their  work.  It  does  not 
ig  to  the  President.  It  does  not  belong  to  the  executive  depart- 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  matter  between 
iison  and  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  representing  the  Govern- 
,  and  the  men  that  are  appointed  to  discharge  the  duties  connected 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  are  appointed  under  his  will. 

DEATH   AND  MEMORIAL  SERVICES  OF  JOSEPH   HENRY. 
^  f878— House. 

e  Speaker  (Mr.  S.  J.  Randall)  announces  with  great  sorrow — a 
ig  all  will  experience — the  death  of  Professor  Henry,  an  American 
e  scientific  attainments  are  of  world-wide  fame,  and  who  has 
bed  a  lifetime  to  the  interests  of  science,  regardless  of  personal 
ort  or  emolument. 
H.  Doc.  732 51 
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May  U,  1878— Senate. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  Thomas  W.  Ferry)  laid  before 
the  Senate  the  following  announcement  of  the  death  of  Prof.  Joseph 
Henry: 

Smithsonian  Institution, 

Washington,  May  J4,  1S78. 
Sir:  I  am  requeii<to<l  l)y  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  inform  yon, 
and  through  you  the  Si'nate  of  the  UnitiKl  States,  of  the  death  of  Prof.  Joseph 
Henry,  the  Secretary  and  Director  of  the  Institution,  which  occurred  in  thia  city  on 
Monday,  May  13,  at  12.10  p.  m.  His  funeral  will  take  place  at  the  New  York 
Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  on  Thursday,  May  16,  at  half  past  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  the  Senate  is  respectfully  invited  to  attend. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  R.  WArTB, 
Cfumcellor  of  the  Inslitulion, 
Hon.  W.  A.  WiiEKLEk, 

Vice-Presidiiit  of  the  United  States, 

Mr.  A.  A.  SxVRGENT.  I  offer  the  foUowinjj  resolution  and  a-sk  for  its 
present  consideration. 

Resolvedj  etc.y  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  at  4  o'clock  on  Thursday,  the 
16th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Senators  and  Representatives  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  the  late  Joseph  Henry,  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Agreed  to  unanimously. 

Ma/  16,  1878. 

Funeral  of  Professor  Henry  attended  by  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives. 

December  9,  1878 — House, 

Mr.  HiESTEU  Clymek  offered  concurrent  resolution: 

That  the  Congress  of  the  Unite<l  Stat(.»s  will  take  part  in  the  services  to  be  observed 
on  Thursday  evening,  January  16,  1879,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  Joseph  Henry, 
late  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Regents 
thereof,  and  for  that  purpose  the  Senators  and  Representatives  will  assemble  on  that 
evening  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Vice-President,  supported 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  to  preside  on  that  occasion. 

Adopted. 
December  10,  1878 — Senate. 

Passed. 
January  16,  1879 — Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  K.  K.  Withers,  the  following  resolution  was 
considered: 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will  now  take  a  recess  until  7.45  p.  m.,  at  which  time 
they  will  meet  in  this  Chamber  and  procee<l  to  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  commemorative  of  the  life  and  services  of  Pro- 
fessor Henry,  late  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

A^^reed  to. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  W.   A.  Wheelek).  Senators  now  prc8ent 
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will  proceed  to  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  participate 
in  the  ceremonies  commemorative  of  the  life  and  services  of  Professor 
Henry,  late  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
January  16,  1879 — House. 

Mr.  H.  Clymkr.  This  evening,  memorial  services  in  commemoi-a- 
tion  of  the  late  Prof.  Joseph  Henry  are  to  take  place  in  this  hall,  and 
I  desire  to  offer  a  resolution  in  relation  to  that  matter,  and  if  it  should 
bo  adopted  by  the  House  I  shall  follow  it  with  a  motion  that  the 
House  take  a  recess  until  a  (fuarter  to  8  o'clock. 

The  resolution  was  read: 

Resolved,  etc.j  That  at  the  eession  to-night  the  Doorkeeiwr  }h'  directed  to  a(hiiit  to 
the  floor  all  persona,  puhlic  lK>die8,  and  societies  indicated  hy  the  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  alj^o  the  wives  and  daughters  of  members. 

The  S^xniker  (Mr.  S.  J.  Randall).  The  Chair  thinks  that  the  space 
in  the  House  will  hardlv  suffice. 

Mr.  Cli^iek.  I  would  say  in  reply  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Chair 
that  the  Doorkeeper  is  of  opinion  that  they  might  be  accommodated 
upon  one  side  of  the  hall,  not  in  the  seats  of  members,  and  the  public 
bodies  might  be  accommodated  on  the  other  side.  I  have  confined  the 
resolution  expressly  to  the  wives  and  daughters  of  members,  })ecause 
if  I  put  in  the  wives  and  families  the  number  would  })e  indefinite. 

Mr.  John  M.  Tiiomi»son.  Is  the  meeting  to-night  a  legislative  meet- 
ing in  any  sense? 

The  Speaker.  It  is  not;  but  the  House  and  Senate  have  voted  to 
participate  in  this  ceremony. 

Mr.  Thompson.  Is  it  to  be  in  any  sense  an  official  meeting  of  the 
body  i 

The  Speaker.  The  Clerk  will  read  the  order  made  upon  the  su))]ect. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Resolved  by  the.  House  of  Representatives  (the  Senate  concurring) ,  That  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  will  take  i>art  in  the  services  to  be  observed  on  Thursday  evening, 
January  16,  1879,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  Joseph  Henry,  late  secretary  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  under  the  auspices  of  .the  Regents  thereof,  and  for  that 
purpose  the  Senators  and  Representatives  will  assemble  on  that  evening  in  the  Hall 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Vice-President,  supported  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  House,  to  preside  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  IIiRAM  Price.  But  no  legislative  business  to  bo  transacted? 

The  Speaker.  No  legislative  business  can  be  done  at  any  i*ate  in 
joint  session. 

Mr.  Price.  But  the  presumption  is  that  when  the  House  takes  a 
recess  it  meets  again  as  a  House  for  business. 

The  Speaker.  That  is  usually  a  reasonable  presumption. 

Mr.  Clymer.  The  Senate  has  taken  a  recess,  and  I  suggest  that  we 
should  pursue  the  same  course. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Clymer  was  then  adopted. 
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Mr.  Clymer.  I  move  that  the  House  now  take  a  recess. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  accordingly  (at  5  o'clock  p.  m.)  the 
House  took  a  recess  until  7  o'clock  and  45  minutes  p.  m. 
January  16,  1879 — Erening  Seaaion. 

At  five  minutes  before  8  o'clock  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
preceded  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  the  Chaplain,  and  headed  by 
the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  entered  the  Hall  and  were  properly  announced,  and  the  Vice- 
President  took  his  seat  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker,  and  the  Senators 
took  the  seats  assigned  them. 

At  8  o'clock  the  Chief  Justice  and  the  Associate  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Couil  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  mem- 
bera  of  the  Cabinet  entered  the  Hall,  were  properly  announced,  and 
were  conducted  to  the  seats  assigned  them. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  (Mr.  S.  J.  Randaix) 
then  called  the  assembly  to  order,  and,  after  announcing  the  occasion 
of  the  meeting,  presented  his  official  gavel  to  the  Vice-President,  who 
thereupon  presided,  supported  by  the  Speaker. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  W.  A.  Wheeler).  The  Senators  and 
Members  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolutions  of  their  respective  bodies,  have  assembled  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  part  in  the  services  to  be  observed  in  memory  of  Joseph 
Henry,  late  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Regents  of  that  Institution. 

The  Vice-President  then  announced  that  the  exercises  would  be  com- 
menced by  pi-ayer  from  Rev.  Dr.  McCosh,  the  president  of  the  Col- 
lege of  New  Jersey,  at  Princeton. 

The  memorial  services  were  then  proceeded  with,  the  Vice-President 
announcing  each  of  the  speakers  by  name,  in  accordance  with  the  order 
of  exercises  arranged  and  adopted  by  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Regents. 

The  Vice-President,  after  the  concluding  prayer  by  the  Chaplain  of 
the  Senate  (at  11  o'clock  p.  m.),  announced  that  the  exercises  of  the 
evening  were  closed;  whereupon  the  President  of  the  United  States  with 
his  Cabinet,  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Couii,  and  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  with  the  Vice-President, 
retired  from  the  Hall. 

The  Speaker.  The  object  of  this  evening's  session,  as  provided  for 
by  the  order  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  having  been  fittingly  realized, 
the  duty  remains  to  mo  to  declare  this  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  12  o'clock. 

Note. — Memorial  exercise$  at  the  Capitol, 

AnDOuncement  by  executive  committee  of  the  Regents, 
'^-♦'vxiuctoiy  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  James  McCosh. 

'  ''^mlin's  address  (read  by  Vice-President  Wheeler). 
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Address  by  Hon.  Robert  E.  Withers. 

Address  by  Prof.  Asa  Gray. 

Reading  of  telegrams  by  Hon.  Hiester  Clymer. 

Address  by  Prof.  William  R.  Rogers. 

Address  by  Hon.  James  A.  Grarfield. 

Address  by  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Cox. 

Address  by  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman. 

Concluding  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Byron  Sunderland. 

By  authority  of  the  Speaker,  resei*ved  seats  were  provided  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  for  the  following  bodies,  with  which  Professor 
Henry  had  been  associated: 

The  Kegents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  the  orators  of  the 
evening,  who  met  in  the  room  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 

The  National  Academy  of  Sciences. 

The  Washington  Philosophical  Society. 

The  Light-House  Board,  who  met  in  the  room  of  the  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  Alumni  Association  of  Princeton  College. 

The  trustees  of  the  Corcoran  Grallery  of  Art. 

The  Washington  Monument  Association,  who  met  in  the  room  of 
the  Conrmiittee  on  Appropriations. 

HENRT  MEMORIAL  VOLUME. 
January  22,  1879— House. 

Mr.  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  of  Georgia.  I  submit  a  resolution, 
upon  which  I  ask  immediate  action. 

Resolved,  etc,.  That  the  memorial  exercises  in  honor  of  Professor  Henry,  held  in 
the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  16th  of  January,  1879,  he  printed 
in  the  Congressional  Record,  and  that  15,000  extra  copies  of  the  same  he  printed  in 
a  memorial  volume,  together  with  such  articles  as  may  he  furnished  hy  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  7,000  of  which  shall  he  for  the  use  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  3,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  5,000  copies 
for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia.  I  ask  the  previous  question  upon  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution. 

The  Speaker,  (Mr.  S.  J.  Randall).  The  Chair  suggests  that  the 
resolution  does  not  designate  the  proper  proportion  of  copies  as  be- 
tween the  Senate  and  the  House.  The  House  ought  to  have  four 
times  as  manv  as  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Horatio  C.  Burchard.  Should  not  the  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing? 

The  Speaker.  The  Chair  does  not  suppose  that  the  expense  con- 
templated in  the  resolution  would  reach  $500;  but  if  it  would,  then 
under  the  law  the  resolution  must  go  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia.  This  is  precisely  similar  to  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  in  the  case  of  the  memorial  exercises  of  Professor  Morse. 


■"T33 


806 


CONGRESSIONAL    PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Speaker.  Of  course  the  printing  in  the  (k)ngreHsioiiJil  Record 
is  not  taken  into  consideration  in  determining  this  (question  of  ex- 
pense. The  Chair  is  not  advised  whether  these  15,000  extra  copies  to 
be  published  in  book  form  would  cost  $500.  If  they  would,  then, 
under  the  requirement  of  the  law,  the  resolution  must  ))e  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing.  The  Chair  is  advised  it  would  cost  over 
$600,  and  therefore  it  had  bette;'  go  to  the  Committee  on  Printing 
under  the  law.     That  committee  has  a  right  to  report  at  an}''  time. 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia.  Let  it  take  that  reference. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 
January  25,  1879 — House. 

Committee  reported  favorably.     House  passed. 
January  28,  1879— -Senate. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 
February  6,  1879— Senate. 

Reported  by  Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony,  and  passed. 

(This  memorial  volume  forms  No.  356  of  the  series  of  Smithsonian 
publications,  and  also  Vol.  XXI  of  Smithsonian  Miscellaneous  Col- 
lections.    8vo.     532  pp.     1  portrait  of  Joseph  Heniy.     1880.) 

February  12,  1879— Senate. 

Mr.  Hannibal  Hamlin  submitted  concurrent  resolution  ''that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasur}'  have  printed  the  portrait  of  Prof.  Joseph 
Henry,  to  accompany  the  memorial  volume  already  ordered  by  Con- 
gress." 

RefeiTed  to  Committee  on  Printing. 
February  13,  1879— Senate. 

Passed. 
February  28,  1879— House. 

Passed. 

(This  resolution  passed  both   Houses   of   Congress,  but  failed  to 
receive  approval  of  the  President  (Mr.  R.  B.  Hayes),  and  was  intro 
duced  again  in  the  Senate  April  7,  1879,  by  Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony,  and 
passed  April  9.     It  passed  the  House  April  11,  and  was  approved  by 
the  President  April  18,  1879.) 


SERVICES   OF   JOSEPH    HENRY    TO   THE    GOVERNMENT. 

June  4,  1878 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  S.  J.  Randall)  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasurv  relative  to  the  services  of  Profes- 
sor  Henry  on  the  Light-House  Board,  and  recommending  compensa- 
tion for  said  services. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
June  5,  1878— Senate. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  Thomas  W.  Ferry)  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  comnmnication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (Ex.  Doc. 
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94)  recommending  an  appropriation  of  $500  for  each  3'ear  that  the  late 
Professor  Henry  was  employed  as  a  member  of  the  Light-House  Board, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  family. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


Trkahitry  Dbpartment, 

June  4,  1878. 

Sir:  In  view  of  the  very  great  services  rendereil  by  Prof.  Joseph  Henry,  lately 
deceased,  as  a  member  of  the  Light-House  Board,  the  length  of  his  services,  and  the 
value  to  the  Government  of  the  duties  performed  by  him,  and  considering  the  just 
claims  of  his  family  for  some  compensation  therefor,  I  respectfully  recommend  that 
there  be  appropriated  the  moderate  sum  of  $500  for  each  year  of  his  employment  a« 
a  memlx?r  of  the  board. 

Professor  Henry  served  as  a  member  of  the  Light-House  Board  without  compen- 
sation from  October  9, 1852,  until  the  date  of  his  death,  May  13, 1878,  being  twenty-five 
years  and  eight  months.  During  that  period  he  was  engaged  in  the  practical  busi- 
ness of  the  Government,  in  the  highest  branches  of  scientific  inquiry,  on  an  aver- 
age, two  months  in  each  year,  and  was  chairman  of  the  board  over  six  years,  having 
been  elected  to  that  position  in  October,  1871.  He  received  during  that  time  only 
expenses  while  actually  engaged  in  the  business  of  the  Government. 

I  inclose  copies  of  two  letters  from  the  Light-House  Board  of  the  date  of  May  21 

and  28,  giving  the  nature  of  his  services. 

Very  respectfully,  John  Sherman, 

SecreUiry. 
Hon.  W.  A.  Wheeler, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

Treasury  Department, 
Office  of  the  Light-House  Board, 

Washingiton,  May  £8,  1818, 

Sir:  Respectfully  referring  to  your  indorsement  of  the  letter  of  the  Light-House 
Board  of  May  21,  1878,  relative  to  the  services  and  duties  rendered  by  Prof.  Joseph 
Henry  as  a  member  of  said  board,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  he  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  from  October  9,  1852,  until  the  date  of  his  death,  May  13,  1878, 
being  twenty-five  years  and  eight  months. 

During  that  period  he  was  engaged  in  the  business  of  the  Government,  on  an 
average,  two  months  in  each  year,  and  served  as  chairman  of  the  board  over  six 
years,  having  been  elected  to  that  position  in  October,  1871. 

The  letter  of  the  board  of  May  21,  with  your  indorsement  thereon,  is  respectfully 
returned. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  Dewey, 

Naval  Secretary. 

Hon.  Secretary  6f  the  Treasury. 

Treasury  Department, 
Office  of  the  Light-House  Board, 

Washington,  May  21,  1878, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  asking 
a  statement  of  the  services  and  the  duties  rendered  by  Professor  Henry  as  a  member 
of  the  Light-House  Board,  the  number  of  years  of  ser\'ice,  and,  if  practicable,  the 
number  of  days  in  each  year,  etc.;  also,  the  amount  and  nature  of  the  expenses 
incurred  by  him,  and  whether  they  were  or  were  not  refunded. 
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In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  eervices  and  duties  rendered  by  Professor 
Henry  as  a  member  of  the  Light-Hoiune  Board  connigted  of  his  attendance  on  the 
meetings  of  the  board,  his  participations  in  its  discussions,  and  in  his  performance  of 
the  duties  of  chairman  of  the  committee  on  experiments. 

As  chairman  of  this  committee.  Professor  Henry  acted  as  the  scientific  adviser  of 
the  board.  But,  in  addition,  it  was  his  duty  to  conduct  the  experimenta  made  by 
the  board,  not  only  in  the  matter  of  original  investigation  and  testing  the  material 
used,  but  in  examining:  and  reporting  on  the  models,  plans,  and  theories  presented 
by  others  to  the  board. 

The  value  of  the  services  he  rendered  in  this  position  is  simply  inestimable. 

He  prepared  the  formula  for  testing  our  oils,  and,  until  the  infirmities  of  age  ren- 
dere<l  it  difficult,  he  usually  applied  them  with  his  own  hands.  He  conducted  the 
series  of  experiments  resulting  in  the  substitution  of  lanl  oil  for  sperm,  which 
effected  an  immense  saving  in  cost;  and  he  also  conducted  the  experiments  which 
have  resulted  in  making  it  ]K>ssible  to  substitute  mineral  oil  for  lard,  when  another 
economy  will  be  made. 

His  original  investigation  into  the  laws  of  sound  have  resulted  in  giving  us  a  fog- 
signal  service  concede<i  to  be  the  best  in  the  world. 

His  examinations  into  the  action  of  electricity  has  enabled  the  lx)ard  to  almost 
completely  protect  its  stations  from  the  effect  of  lightning. 

The  result  of  his  patient,  continuous,  practical  experimentation  is  visible  every- 
where in  the  seruce.  No  subject  was  tcx)  vast  for  him  to  undertake;  none  too  small 
for  him  to  overlook.  And  while  he  has  brought  into  the  establishment  so  many  prac- 
tical applications  of  science,  he  has  done  almost  as  much  service  by  keeping  out 
what,  presente<l  by  others,  seemed  plausible,  but  which  on  examination  proved 
impracticable. 

Every  theory,  plan,  or  machine  which  was  pressed  on  the  board,  as  for  the  intei> 
ests  of  commerce  and  navigation,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  experiments, 
when  it  was  examined  by  its  chairman,  and  was  formally  reported  upon.  If  it  had 
no  practical  value,  the  report  on  record  simply  stated  the  inexpediency  of  its  adoption; 
but  the  j)rofes8or  often  verbally  pointed  out  to  the  presenter  its  fallacy,  and  sent  him 
away,  if  not  satisfied,  at  least  feeling  that  he  had  been  well  treated. 

He  thus  prevented  not  only  the  adoption  of  impracticable  plans,  but  avoided  the 
enmity  of  their  inventors. 

Professor  Henry  made  many  valuable  reports  containing  the  results  of  his  elaborate 
experiments  into  matters  which  were  formally  referred  to  him,  which  are  spread  on 
the  records  of  the  board,  and  the  reports  were  drawn  in  such  form  that  his  sugges- 
tions were  capable  of  and  received  practical  application.  But,  in  addition  to  this,  he 
was  constantly  extending  his  scientific  researches  for  the  benefit  of  the  service  in  all 
directions.  His  summer  vacatioifs  were,  as  a  rule,  passed  in  experimentation  at  the 
laboratory  of  the  establishment  at  Staten  Island,  on  its  steamers,  or  at  its  light  sta- 
tions, pushing  his  inquiries  to  their  last  results. 

To  experimentation  in  the  interests  of  this  service  Professor  Henry  seemed  to  give 
his  whole  heart.  It  occupied  a  portion  of  all  his  thoughts,  it  was  present  with  him 
at  all  times,  it  was  woven  into  all  his  other  duties,  and  it  will  be  found  running 
through  many  of  the  speeches  and  papers  submitted  not  only  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  but  to  the  National  Academy  of  Science  and  the  Philosophical  Society,  of 
which  he  was  head,  and  to  the  electrical  and  other  societies  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. It  appeared  as  if  he  never  lost  sight  of  the  needs  of  the  establishment,  and  as 
if  he  never  neglected  an  opportunity  to  advance  its  interests. 

In  a<idition  to  his  other  duties.  Professor  Henry  presided  as  chairman  of  the  Light- 
House  Board  for  the  last  seven  years  at  its  weekly  meetings,  when  he  did  much  to 
infuse  into  the  different  members  of  the  board  his  own  spirit  of  labor  for  and  devo- 
tion to  its  interests. 
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In  reply  to  the  que«tion  as  to  the  number  of  years  of  service  Professor  Henry  has 
spent  in  the  Light- House  Board,  I  liave  to  say  that  he  was  one  of  the  original  mem- 
l>er8  apiwinted  in  1852,  and  that  he  served  as  such  continuously  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  giving  a  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  to  its  duties. 

In  reply  to  the  question  as  to  the  number  of  the  days  in  each  year  which  Professor 
Henry  gave  to  the  Light-House  Service,  I  have  to  say,  the  whole  of  each  summer 
vacation  from  his  duties  as  director  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  say  from  six  weeks 
to  two  months,  were  devoted  to  it;  but  apart  from  that,  few,  if  any,  days  were  entirely 
given  up  to  it,  except  when  he  was  sent  by  the  board  to  make  special  examinations 
and  reports,  making,  perhaps,  a  month  more  in  each  year.  Otherwise,  while  no 
day  was  free  from  it  entirely,  no  day  was  wholly  given  up  to  the  Light-House 
Service. 

As  to  the  amount  and  nature  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  Professor  Henry,  1  have 
to  report  that  they  were  simply  and  solely  actual  traveling  expenses  when  absent 
from  this  city  on  duty,  for  which  due  itemized  accounts  were  made,  and  which  were 
paid  on  presentation  of  his  sworn  account,  under  the  rules  of  the  Department.  All 
such  expenses  were  refunded,  but  no  other  payments  were  made  to  him  or  coul<l  be 
made  to  him  under  the  organic  law  of  the  board. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  Dewey, 

Naval  Secretary. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  op  the  Treasury. 

[Indoravment  on  letter.] 

State  the  number  of  years  Professor  Henry  served  as  a  member  of  the  board,  the 
number  as  chairman  of  the  board,  and  what  number,  or  months,  or  days  in  each 
ye.ar,  on  an  average,  he  was  employed  for  business  of  the  Government. 

John  Sherman,  Secretary. 

May  24,  1878. 

June  20,  1878. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1879. 

To  pay  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  late  Joseph  Henry,  for 
services  rendered  b}'  him  as  member  and  president  of  the  Light-House 
Board,  ^11,000. 

(Stat.  XX,  214.) 

ACTING   SECRETARY   OF  SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 
June  7,  1878— Senate. 

Mr.  Hannibal  Hamlin  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  obtained, 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  1374)  authorizing  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  to  appoint  an  Acting  Secretary  in  certain 
cases. 

Mr.  Hamlin.  There  is  no  entirely  appropriate  committee,  and  I 
move,  therefore,  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  con- 
sisting of  the  three  Senators  who  are  Regents  of  that  Institution. 

Agreed  to. 

June  8,  1878— Senate. 

Mr.  Hamlin.  The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  1374)  authorizing  the  Chancellor  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to 
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appoint  an  Acting  SecrotaiT  in  (*(»rtain  cases,  has  directive!  me  to  report 
the  bill  without  amendment.  1  wish  riiy  colleague  [Mr.  Blaine]  would 
let  the  bill  be  put  on  its  passage.  It  will  not  take  more  than  a  few 
minutes. 

Mr.  Blaine.  Very  well. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  and  it  was  passed. 
DBcwnber  13,  1878 — House. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Library. 
January  21,  1879 — House. 

Passed. 

January  24,  1879. 

Be  it  enaciedj  etc.,  That  in  the  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  sickness,  or  absence  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Chancellor  thereof  shall  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  some  person  as  Acting  Se<*retary,  who  for  the 
time  being  shall  be  clothed  with  all  the  powers  and  duties  which  by  law  are  devolved 
upon  the  Sec^retary,  and  he  shall  hold  said  position  until  an  election  of  Secretary 
shall  be  duly  made,  or  until  the  Secretary  shall  be  restored  to  his  health,  or,  if  absent, 
shall  return  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 

(Stat.  XX,  204.) 

PROTECTFION   OF   PUBLIC   LIBRARIES. 

June  19,  1878. 

Act  to  protet^t  public,  librarit^  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  etc. 

Be  it  enacted^  ete.^  That  any  person  who  shall  steal,  wrongfully 
deface,  injure,  mutilate,  tear,  or  destroy  any  book,  pamphlet,  or  man- 
uscript, or  any  portion  thereof,  belonging  to  the  Libmry  of  Congress, 
or  to  any  public  library  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  whether  the 
property  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  individual  or  corporation  in 
said  District,  or  who  shall  steal,  wrongfully  defa(*e,  injure,  mutilate, 
tear,  or  de^stroy  any  book,  pamphlet,  document,  manuscript,  print, 
engraving,  medal,  newspaper,  or  work  of  art,  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  held  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  on  convic- 
tion thereof,  shall,  when  the  oflfense  is  not  otherwise  punishable  by- 
some  statute  of  the  United  States,  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  ten  dollars  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprison- 
ment for  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  twelve  months,  or  both,  for 
every  such  oflfense. 

(Stat.  XX,  171.) 

SCIENTIFIC   SURVEYS. 

June  20.  1878. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1879. 

And  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  is  hereby  required,  at  their 
next  meeting,  to  take  into  consideration  the  methods  and  expenses 
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of  conduetiiicr  all  surveys  of  a  scientific  character  under  the  War  or 
Interior  Department,  and  the  surveys  of  the  Land  Office,  and  to 
report  to  Congress  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be  practicable  a  plan  for 
surveying  and  mapping  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  on  such 
general  system  as  will,  in  their  judgment,  secure  the  best  results  at 
the  least  possible  cost;  and  also  to  recommend  to  Congress  a  suitable 
plan  for  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the  reports,  maps,  and 
documents,  and  other  results  of  said  surveys,  not  exceeding  one  acre 
now  oc<*upied  by  them  for  a  period  of  ten  years  unless  otherwise  pro- 
vided by  law  at  an  annual  rental  of  ^1,000. 

(Statf,  p.  230.) 

(See  act  of  March  3,  1879,  transferring  ethnology  to  Smitnsonian 
Institution. 

ETHNOLOGY — CONTRIBUTIONS. 
December  4,  1878. — Senate. 

Mr.  David  Davis,  of  Illinois,  offered  concurrent  resolution  to  print 
3,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Geographical  and  Geological  Survey 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  region,  being  Volume  2,  contributions  to  North 
American  Ethnology,  in  quarto  form;  1,600  for  the  House;  500  for 
the  Senate;  500  for  the  Survey;  500  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

December  4,  1878. — House. 

Mr.  John  R.  Eden  submitted  concurrent  resolution. 

(Same  resolution  as  offered  by  Mr.  Davis  in  Senate  December  4, 

1878.) 

December  18,  1878— House. 

Passed  for  Volume  II  of  Contributions  to  North  American  Ethnol- 
ogy, 500  copies  for  Smithsonian  Institution. 

December  20,  1878— Senate. 

Passed  with  amendment  to  give  875  copies  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

January  25,  1879— House. 
Passed  as  amended. 

LAND  OFFICE   MUSEUM. 
January  16,  1879 — House. 

Mr.  O.  D.  Conger  offered  bill  (H.  5812)  making  compensation  to 
Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Wilson,  the  widow  of  the  late  Joseph  S.  Wilson,  for 
coUec^ting  the  scientific  museum  for  the  General  Land  Office.* 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

*  This  museum  waa  transferred  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  July  9,  1872. 
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GLOVER  ENTOMOLOGICAL  PLATES. 
January  21,  1879— Senate. 

Petition  of  Prof  ,  Tmonend  Qlover.     {Senate  Mi^c,  D(k\  No.  38,) 

To  tlie  Senate  and  Ifoune  of  Represenative^: 

Your  memoriali.st  respectfully  represents  that  during  the  past  fif- 
teen years  he  has  been  the  entomologist  of  the  Agricultural  Depart* 
ment  of  the  Government;  that  prior  to  his  connection  with  the  said 
Department  he  had  commenced  a  work  on  entomology;  that  during 
his  professional  connection  with  said  Department  he  has  employed  his 
time,  exclusive  of  that  exacted  by  official  duties,  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  work;  that  he  has  completed  said  work,  which  consists  of  a  number 
of  manuscript  volumes  and  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  engraved 
copperplates  illustrating  the  work,  which  engraved  plates  represent 
the  figures  of  over  ten  thousand  insects. 

Your  memorialist  further  represents  that  the  preparation  of  the 
manuscript  volumes  and  the  engraving  of  the  copperplates  are  the 
result  of  his  individual  labor,  done  at  his  own  residence  out  of  office 
hours;  that  the  work  so  accomplished  has  caused  him  intense  study 
and  investigation;  that  during  all  the  years  of  his  connection  with  the 
Agricultural  Department  and  the  progress  of  the  work  he  has  prepared 
and  produced  for  the  benefit  of  said  Department  books  of  reference  and 
colored  illustrative  plates,  exclusive  of  and  in  addition  to  his  professional 
duties;  that  he  possesses  the  evidence,  in  the  shape  of  a  vast  amount 
of  correspondence,  of  the  advantages  accruing  to  the  agricultural  dia- 
tricts  of  the  country  from  the  possession  and  use  by  the  Government 
of  such  information  in  practical  form. 

Your  memorialist  further  represents  that  his  object  in  commencing 
and  prosecuting  so  extensive  and  comprehensive  a  work  was  to  furnish 
a  series  of  volumes  for  reference,  with  full  and  accurate  illustrations, 
which,  when  published  in  proper  form,  will  sei*ve  as  a  text-book  for 
scientists,  for  the  Agricultural  Department  of  the  Government,  for 
local  organizations,  and  for  individual  convenience. 

Your  memorialist  further  represents  that  the  preparation  of  the 
manuscript  volumes,  the  procuring,  figuring,  and  engi'aving  of  so. 
large  a  variety  of  insects,  have  imposed  unremitting  study  and  labor 
and  the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  his  own  money;  that  at  a 
time  of  life  when  rest  and  comfort  are  desii*able  he  finds  himself 
broken  in  health  and  a  constant  sufferer.  Of  this  he  makes  no  com* 
plaint.  It  is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  overtaxed  powers  in  the 
persistent  pursuit  of  a  profession  which  has  been  the  absorbing  object 
of  his  life. 

Your  memorialist  further  represents  that  he  greatly  desires  that  the 
Government  should  become  the  possessor  of  this  work,  not  only  on 
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int  of  its  piuctical  utility,  but  because  during  all  the  years  of  its 
iration  it  has  been  progressively  identified  with  the  Government 
e  protection  it  has  extended  to  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
try  and  is,  to  a  very  large  extent,  familiar  to  the  agricultural 
le;  but,  in  his  pecuniary  circumstances,  it  would  be  unjust  to 
elf — nay,  impossible — to  donate  in  full  what  has  been  produced  at 
:eat  a  sacrifice  of  time,  labor,  money,  and  health.  He  therefore 
jctfully  proposes  a  compromise  that  will  doubtless  be  recognized 
)eral  on  his  part  and  satisfactory  to  all  concerned, 
e  intrinsic  value  of  the  copperplates,  including  their  purchase, 
firation,  and  the  work  of  engraving  them,  is,  at  the  lowest  csti- 
,  ^100  each,  and  this  would  be  the  charge  of  an  engmver  for  the 
s  and  mechanical  labor  after  having  the  inse<;ts  figured  for  his 

Your  memorialist  asks  no  compensation  for  the  manuscript  vol- 
;  these  he  proposes  to  donate  entire;  but  he  respectfully  suggests 
it  would  be  just  to  give  him  an  equivalent  to  what  would  be 
^d  by  any  skilled  engraver  at  the  i*ates  which  govern  for  such 

and  which  the  Government  would  have  to  pay  for  the  illustra- 

requisite  for  a  work  of  this  kind:  Therefore, 
•ur  memorialist  prays  that  your  honorable  bodies  appropriate  the 
of  $27,900,  to  be  paid  to  him  on  his  delivery  to  the  Conunissioner 
griculture  all  his  manuscript  volumes  on  entomology  and  two 
red  and  seventy-nine  engi*aved  coppeiplates  illustrating  the  same, 
id  he  will  ever  pray. 

TowNEND  Glover 


ACXX)MPANYINa    LETTBK. 

Senate  and  House  of  Bepreseniaiives: 

undersigned  begs  leave  to  accompany  his  memorial  to  your  honorable  bo<lic8 
ome  explanations  and  suggestions  that  may  more  properly  and  explicitly  be 
ited  in  a  communication  of  this  kind  than  in  a  memorial, 
rotracted  experience  in  his  profession  has  demonstrated  that  his  work  has  been 
y  appreciated  by  students  in  agricultural  colleges,  by  the  farming  people  of  all 
18  of  the  country,  and  by  all  who  are  interested  in  this  branch  of  natural  science, 

accurate  and  correctly  colored  figures,  drawn  from  the  insects  themselves, 
i  any  person  of  ordinary  education  and  capacity  to  identify  the  principal  inju- 
jpecies  known  to  affect  our  agriculture,  as  well  as  the  beneficial  species  which 
ipon  them.  , 

nany  cases  the  species  are  so  marked  that  persons  having  little  or  no  knowl- 
3f  entomology  ss  a  science  are  enabled  to  recognize  the  name  of  a  given 
,  and,  by  referring  to  the  text  of  the  work,  to  trace  its  larval  or  other  stages, 
od  plants  upon  which  it  thrives,  the  time  the  eggs  are  deposited,  the  length  of 
onsumed  by  the  insect  in  going  through  its  changes,  and  lastly,  the  means  by 

they  may  be  destroyed.  As  the  habits  of  insects  do  not  change  with  their 
iclature,  and  as  their  forms  remain  the  same,  the  work  must  always  be  found 
able  for  reference  and  identification.  In  the  few  instances  in  which  names 
)een  changed  during  the  past  two  years  the  new  names  can  be  substituted'  with 
trouble  when  the  work  is  finally  revised  for  publication. 
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The  pro]X)fiiition  contame<l  in  my  iiieiiiorial  I  can  not  Mieve  will  be  regarded  in  fhB 
light  of  one  of  the  many  ap])li('ationH  to  CVmgreHH  for  personal  relief  by  aj 
Even  a  superficial  examination  of  what  I  have  the  honor  to  Hubmit  must 
any  member  of  your  honorable  iKxlies  that  I  am  not  asking  for  relief ;  that  I 
ask  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  tHjet  of  over  270  plates  illustrating  my  work ;  that  I 
should  give  to  the  Government  double  the  value  I  should  receive  providcxi  you  ■HftqH 
favorably  consider  my  jiroposition.  I  offer  to  transfer  for  a  nominal  sum  propettj 
that  $50,000  would  be  no  compensation  for — property  that  the  (lovemment  has  had 
the  use  and  Ixjuefit  of  during  a  protracted  |)erio<l  of  time;  projwrty  that  oomixrisei 
the  most  extensive  work  on  entomology,  with  the  mont  numerous  illustrationSy  that 
has  ever  been  produced  in  this  or  any  country. 

As  precedents  for  appropriations  of  this  kind,  1  need  only  refer  to  the  liberality  q| 
Congress  in  providing  for  Arctic  explorations  and  the  purchase  and  publication  cf 
valuable  reix)rts,  to  the  annual  ajipropriations  for  geological  sur\'eys  and  speoiflB 
investigations,  and  to  its  favor  and  ena>uragement  of  a  great  lumiber  of  meritorioai 
obje<^ts.  In  view  of  these  fact^  I  have  no  hesitation  in  resorting  to  this  altemativa 
for  the  ])ennanent  and  practical  l)enefit  of  the  agricniltural  interests,  for  the  raami 
that,  if  my  projKwition  is  a(x»epted  })y  your  honorable  Innlies,  it  will  enable  nfte  to 
become  a  more  liberal  (contributor  than  the  Government  to  an  object  which,  man 
than  any  other,  has  consumed  my  time,  strength,  and  substance. 

I  respectfully  ask  attention  to  the  accompanying  original  letters,  bearing  teetimoiiy' 
to  the  character  and  value  of  my  work,  from  the  late  Professor  Agassiz;  Dr. 
of  the  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology,  Cambridge,  and  others. 
Very  respectfully, 

TowNENi)  Glovj 


Cambriixjk,  February  17,  187%, 

My  Dear  Doctor:  I  have  duly  received  your  letter  concerning  Mr.  (Tlover'e  musemil 

and  collections  of  drawings  in  the  Patent  Office  at  Washington.     I  have  seen  tbam 

myself  and  agree  with  every  word  you  say  alx)ut  their  excellence  and  great  impot^ 

tance,  both  in  a  scientific  and  exionomical  point  of  view,  and  would  consider  the  pab* 

lication  of  his  observ^ations  and  of  the  delineations  of  insects  injurious  to  vegetaSton 

as  most  desirable  and  likely  to  be  in  the  highest  d^ree  creditable  to  the  United 

States  Government.     Were  I  a  special  student  of  insects  I  would  urge  this  publicaticMl 

upon  the  proper  authorities;  but  it  would  be  ill  fitting  for  me  to  allow  my  opinicm  to 

go  before  yours,  whom  all  the  world  recognizes  as  a  master  in  entomology.    I  woull 

therefore  recommend  to  you  to  send  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  me  to  Mr.  Glover,  with 

full  authority  to  make  any  use  he  pleases  of  the  same,  adding,  })erhap8,  these  lit*^ 

whi(!h  may  secure  a  reading  of  your  letter  among  those  who  know  me  already  m«j| 

may  not  yet  know  that  you  are  among  us. 

P>cr  truly,  your  friend, 

L.  Aqasbis. 
Dr.  H.  Hagen, 

Mtiseum  of  Camparalive  Zoology^  Cambridge, 


Cambridge,  Mass.,  February  9^  1871, 
Mv  Dear  Mr.  Glover:  I  was  very  happy  to  hear  from  Mr.  Sanborn  that  youhavB 
the  intention  to  publish,  by  aid  of  the  Congress,  your  excellent  work.  Next  day  I 
told  Professor  Agassiz  the  happy  news,  and  he  asked  instantly  from  me  a  very  circmiH 
stantial  report  on  your  work,  because  he  has  the  intention  to  do  all  in  his  power  to 
help  you  and  your  publication. 

I  tell  you  I  am  somewhat  ashamed  to  hear  that  an  aid  by  the  Congress  is  not  with*' 
out  any  doubt. 


i_ 
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After  I  ha<J  the  plea^^ure  to  see  your  museum  and  your  work  I  have  seen  a  great 
part  of  Europe,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  your  museum,  your  work,  and  even  the 
whole  plan  after  which  all  is  arranged,  is  rarely  unHur}>a8se<l  at  this  time  by  any  one 
in  the  world. 

The  plan  adopted  by  you  to  publish  your  ]>eautiful  drawings  and  to  put  them  near 
the  shelves  as  explications  is  analogous  to  the  excellent  manner  adopted  in  the  Hun- 
terian  Museum  in  London. 

You  can  ))e  sure  at  this  time  there  exists  no  similar  museum  to  yours  in  England, 

France,  (jenuany,  or  Belgium.     I  believe  America  could  be  proud  to  have  such  a 

trea«nire,  and  I  believe  the  money  necessary  for  your  publication  must  be  given  very 

happily,  or,  if  not,  it  would  l>e  a  peculiar  standard  for  the  e<hication  of  the  Congress. 

Yours,  very  truly. 

Prt)f.  H.  A.  Hag  EN. 


834  Thirteenth  Street,  Franklin  Square, 

Washinfftojij  D.  C,  January  ^6 ^  1878. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Seeing  complimentary  mention  of  your  scientific  labors,  past  and 
present,  I  am  reminded  of  an  unfulfilled  resolution,  long  in  mind,  to  communicate 
to  you  a  remark  by  the  lamented  Agassiz,  on  the  occasion  of  his  last  visit  to  this  city. 

The  professor  had  called  at  my  hotel  to  talk  of  the  proposed  National  University, 
and  mentioned  having  just  come  from  an  interesting  visit  to  you  at  the  Agricultural 
Department,  whereupon  I  inquireii  his  opinion,  saying,  '*Well,  professor,  no  man  in 
the  world  is  better  qualified  to  pronounce  judgment  than  yourself;  tell  me,  what  sort 
of  work  is  Professor  Glover  doing?"  His  quick  response,  accompanied  by  that  illu- 
mination of  countenance  which  no  one  can  forget  who  eyer  heard  him  sp>eak  upon  a 
pleasant  theme,  was  in  tht»se  exact  wonls:  *'  Magnifi(!ent!  His  services  are  extremely 
valuable,  and  should  he  ever  have  occasion  to  leave  the  Department  he  can  have  a 
place  in  the  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology  on  his  own  terms." 

This  is  testimony  of  w^hich  any  scientist  in  the  world  might  be  proud,  and  I  doubt 
not  that  even  one  more  indifferent  than  most  men  to  the  commendation  of  his  fel- 
lows will  have  pleasure  in  ret^eiving  it. 

Immediately  after  the  interview  referred  to  I  wa**  absent  in  Europe  for  a  year,  and 
since  my  return,  the  pressure  of  duties  has  been  such  as  to  have  delayed  the  execu- 
tion of  my  friendly  purpose  until  this  moment. 

With  assurances  of  sincere  regard,  I  remain,  my  dear  professor,  very  truly  yours, 

John  W.  Hoyt. 
Prof.  Townend  Glover, 

AgricuUural  Department, 


Cambridge,  Mass.,  February  12^  1871, 
Dear  Sir:  In  the  May  of  1870  I  had  the  opportunity  of  visiting  the  Agricultural 
Museum  in  Washington,  and  to  admire  the  plan  upon  which*  it  is  founded  and  the 
unsurpassed  manner  in  which  the  plan  is  carrieil  out,  solely  by  the  power  and  work 
of  one  man,  Mr.  Townend  Glover. 

As  I  have  ascertained  by  my  late  trip  through  a  considerable  port  of  Europe,  the 
Museum  in  Wa8hingt^)n  seems  to  Ix;  the  only  one  in  the  world  following  a  plan  so 
important  for  science  and  agriculture.  The  idea  to  represent  in  the  same  room  all 
the  products  of  the  individual  States  of  the  Union,  the  minerals  and  different  kinds 
of  earths,  the  animals  and  plants  growing  spontaneously  or  by  culture  in  each,  and 
the  products  useful  for  men  and  animals,  for  trade  and  manufactures,  is  in  itself  a 
great  one,  and  of  s|XH'ial  interest  for  sitience  and  its  applications. 
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The  manner  in  which  Mr.  T.  Glover  is  carrying  out  his  plan  is  in  every  wmy 
factory  and  deserN^es  the  highest  commendation.  By  way  of  a  certain  oombination 
of  labels  or  marks  the  useful  and  noxious  are  easily  distinguished.  The  fniita  repre- 
sented by  casta  made  by  Mr.  Glover  himself,  in  an  unsurpassed  manner  the  different 
kinds  of  seeds,  their  products,  etc.,  give  to  everybody  clear  indications  of  which  kind 
of  culture  is  best  adapted  for  any  State  or  even  for  a  part  of  earth. 

The  insects,  noxious  and  useful,  with  their  products,  are  largely  exhibited,  and 
form  in  this  manner  an  unrivaled  museum.  Mr.  Glover  has  adopted  for  them  apian, 
so  far  as  I  know,  only  comparable  in  a  certain  sense  to  the  excellent  catalogaee  in  the 
Hunterian  Museum  in  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  London.  Mr.  Glover  has  figaied 
all  the  insects,  as  most  of  them  are  too  small  other^'ise  to  be  recognized  by  the  naked 
eye  or  to  be  undcrstooil  by  visitors  not  initiated  in  the  technicalities  of  the  science. 

If  necessary,  figures  of  the  transformation  or  product  are  added. 

These  figurcp,  mostly  very  superior  to  any  thus  far  published,  are  engraved  by  him- 
self, and  as  the  catalogues  of  the  Hunterian  Museum  form  for  the  visitors  and  stu- 
dents a  sure  and  excellent  guide  to  the  drawers  in  which  the  specimens  are  exhibited. 

I  confcKH  I  have  no  idea  how  one  man  had  the  power  alone  to  accomplish  so  much 
work  in  such  a  superior  manner.  I  have  seen  in  the  papers  it  would  perhaps  be 
possible  to  have  the  extensive  entomological  works  of  Mr.  Glover  published.  With- 
out any  doubt  such  a  publication  would  not  only  be  of  the  greatest  use  for  Ameri- 
can students,  but  even  accepted  by  the  whole  scientific  world  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction. 

Respectfullv,  yours. 

Prof.  H.  A.  Haokn,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D. 
l^fessor  AuASHiz. 


CoALBrRO,  W.  Va.,  December  jW,  J^8. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  an  effort  is  making  to  secure  for  the  coun- 
try Professor  Glover's  copperplates  of  the  insect**  of  the  United  States,  and  his  manu- 
script relating  thereto.  These  materials  are  invaluable  to  us,  and  should  Professor 
Glover  dispose  of  them  In  England  or  elsewhere  the  loss  could  never  be  made  good. 
Being  an  enthusiastic  entomologist,  as  well  as  artist,  these  plates  have  been  to  him  a 
labor  of  love,  and  he  has  given  to  them  the  better  part  of  a  lifetime  and  executes 
them  with  the  greatest  fidelity.  His  work  on  the  cotton  insects  is  beyond  all  praise. 
I  know  of  nothing  comparable  to  it  on  the  range  of  entomological  illustrated  litera- 
ture, and  the  plates  of  this  work  and  notes  belonging  to  them  are  worth,  in  my  opin- 
ion, to  the  <x)untry  the  full  sum  that  Professor  Glover  requires  for  the  entire  lot  of 
plates  and  manuscript.  This  work  ought  to  be  circulated  broadcast  over  the  cotton 
States  for  the  instruction  of  the  planters  and  growers.  So  the  insects  that  infest  the 
sugar  cane,  the  orange  trees,  the  grains,  roots,  eUr.,  and  the  several  forest  trees  are 
nearly  all,  so  far  as  they  are  known,  figured  on  these  plates.  It  is  of  very  little  use 
attempting  to  convey  knowledge  of  the  insects  injurious  to  agriculture  to  the  people 
at  large  unless  colored  figures  of  the  insects  accompany  the  text  Such  figures 
appeal  to  the  understanding  and  memory,  and  for  instruction  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary. The  loss  to  the  nation  by  the  ravages  of  insects  is  annually  hundreds  of  millions 
of  dollars,  and  the  agriculturists  everywhere  need  to  be  instructed  as  to  the  appear- 
ance of  their  enemies  before  they  can  intelligently  comprehend  advice  as  to  over- 
coming or  counteracting  them.  By  all  means  let  us  have  those  plates  of  Professor 
Glover  as  the  first  step  in  proper  education  on  this  subject. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  H.  Edwards. 
Charles  K.  Doixie,  Ks(i.,  Washington j  D,  C, 

lief  erred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 
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-Senate. 

rate  Misc.  Dixa,  No,  Jfi)  in  favor  of  the  ^>wrc?A<W6'  of  the 
wed  plates  j)re])ared  hy  I^rof  Tmoriend  GIove7\ 

at  the  lifelong  work  on  North  American  insects  of  Prof, 
er,  late  entomologist  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
le  Government  at  the  mere  cost  of  engraving  the  plates, 
ire  in  recommending  its  purchase,  knowing  that  such  a 
Kild  prove  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  literature  of 
at  the  work  will  be  found  most  useful  in  the  libraries  of 
ther  institutions  of  learning,  agricultural  societies,  and 
en. 

•king  entomologists  of  the  United  States,  therefore  urge 
session  bv  the  Government,  that  the  value  of  the  work 
ized  during  the  life  of  the  author,  and  that  the  cause  of 
•mology  may  be  advanced. 

Sam.  H.  Scudder. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Hagen, 
l^ofessoi*  at  Harvard  Uni/oersity, 

B.  PicKMAN  Mann. 
Geo.  Dimmock. 

E.  P.  Austin. 
S.  L  Smith, 
Proft'HHttr  of  Cf/mparative  Anatomy^  Yale  College, 

A.  E.  Verrill, 
Profemor  <pf  ZcH)logy,^  Yale  College, 
J.  L.  LeConte. 
E.  T.  Cresson. 
George  H.  Howe,  M.  D. 
Chas.  a.  Blake. 
P.  R.  Uhler, 
PreHld<rnt  if  the  Mhrylund  Acadeitiy  of  Sciefices, 

Jno.  G.  Morris. 

C.  V.  Riley, 

Chief  U,  S,  Entoiiiological  Cinnniission^ 
Entomologist  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Chas.  R.  Dodge, 

Editor  EifHd  a^xd  EhresU 
Committee  on  Agriculture, 

782 b:i 
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AMEltlCAN    ETHNOLOOY — ESTIMATES. 
February  28,  1879— House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  S.  J.  Randall)  laid  l)cforo  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  the  Secretar}'  of  the  Interior,  Hon.  C.  Schurz,  dated 
February  21,  1879:* 

Among  the  estimates  submitted  to  Congress  by  this  l)e])artment  for  the  ensuing 
fiscal  year  is  the  following  item  (sec  page  107,  Book  of  Estimates) :  Proeecution  of 
researches  in  North  American  ethnology,  $20,000. 

Inasmuch  as  this  line  of  inquiry  is  not  contemplated  as  an  element  of  the  pit>- 
posed  w)nsolidation  of  the  scientific;  surveys,  and  as  the  work  has  heretofore  been 
well  advanceil  under  the  direction  of  its  projector.  Prof.  J.  W.  Powell,  and  at  his 
request  (see  cojiy  of  his  letter  herwith) ,  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  appropriation  for  this  work  l)e  place<l  under  the  direction  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


March  3,  1879. 


AMERICAN    ETHNOIAKJY — APPROPRIATIONS. 


Sundrv  civil  act  for  1880. 


For  completing  and  preparing  for  publication  the  contributions 
to  North  American  Ethnolog\%  under  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
$20,000:  Pn/vided^  That  all  the  archives,  records,  and  materials  isolat- 
ing to  the  Indians  of  North  America,  collec*-ted  by  the  Geographical 
and  Geological  Survey  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Region,  shall  be  turned 
over  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  that  the  work  may  be  completed 
and  prepared  for  publication  under  its  direction;  Provided  That  it 
shall  meet  the  approval  of  the  Secretary-  of  the  Interior  and  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  $20,000. 

(Stat.,  XX,  397.) 


March  3,  1879. 


FREE   POSTAGE. 


Post-OfRce  Act  for  1880. 


Sec.  20.  That  mailable  matter  of  the  fourth  class  shall  embrace  all 
matter  not  embraced  in  the  first,  second,  or  third  class,  which  is  not  in 
its  form  or  nature  liable  to  destroy,  deface,  or  otherwise  damage  the 
contents  of  the  mail  bag,  or  harm  the  person  of  anyone  engaged  in 
the  postal  service,  and  is  not  above  the  weight  provided  by  law,  which 
is  hereby  declared  to  ]>e  not  exceeding  four  pounds  for  each  package 
thereof,  except  in  case  of  single  books  weighing  in  excess  of  that 
amount,  and  except  for  books  and  doc^uments  published  or  circulated 
by  order  of  Congress,  or  ofBcial  matter  emanating  from  any  of  the 
Departments  of  the  Government  or  from  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  "^ 
or  which  is  not  declared  nonmailable  under  the  provision  of 
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tion  38J>I^  of  the  Revised  Statutt\s  as  amended  by  th(»  act  of  Julv  12, 
1876,  or  matter  appertaining  to  lotteries,  gift  concerts,  or  fraudulent 
schemes  or  devices. 

Sec.  2i).  The  provisions  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  sections  of  the  act 
entitl(Hl  ''An  act  e^tiiblishing  post  routes,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  March  3,  1877,*  for  the  transmission  of  official  mail  matter, 
be,  and  thev  are  hereby,  extended  to  all  officers  of  the  U.  S.  (yovern- 
mcMit,  and  made  applicable  to  all  official  mail  matter  transmitted 
bt»tween  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Unit<?d  States,  *  *  *  and 
*  *  *  to  all  official  mail  matter  sent  from  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution. 

(Stat.,  XX,  3(J0,  362.) 


FORTT-SIXTH  GONOEESS,  1879-1881. 

AI^l'OINl'MENT   OF   REGENTS 

Bfj  th*'  Vicf'I'Pemdt^it, 
March  21,  1879— Senate. 

The  Vk^e-President  (Mr.  W.  A.  Wiieei^r)  appointed  Newton  Booth 
as  Regent,  on  behalf  of  the  Senate,  vice  Aaron  A.  Sargent,  whose 
term  had  expired. 

February  21,  1881— Senate. 

The  ViCE-PitESiDENT  (Mr.  W.  A.  Wheeler)  laid  l)cfore  the  Senate 
the  following: 

Unitki)  8tateh  Senate  Chamber, 

Waahingtou,  Fetmuiry  HI,  1881. 
Sir:  I  lH*roby  n^si^n  \\w  iM>Hition  of  Ke^ut  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to 
which  I  wiifl  apiK)inte<l  .lanuary  18,  1870. 

Very  refJi)ect fully,  yours,  *      H.  Hamlin. 

Hon.  \V.  A.  Wheeler, 

Vici'-JWHitit'itt  of  the  United  States  ami  President  of  the  Senate. 

The  ViCE-PuESiDENT.  The  Chair  appoints  to  till  this  vacancy  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  (George  F.  Hoar). 

APPOINTMENT   OF   KEOENTS 

By  the  Sj^eaker. 
April  4,  1879— House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  S.  J.  Randall)  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  ask- 
ing that  he  make  appointment  of  Regents.  In  accordance  with  tihs 
request  he  appointed  Hiester  Clynier,  of  Pennsylvania,  Joseph  E. 
Johnston,  of  Virginia,  James  A.  Garfield,  of  Ohio. 

'SeeStat.,  XIX,  335. 
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Ill  this  conn(»cti<)n  the  SrKAKEU  .stated  that  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
of  Geor^m,  who  had  Imeii  a  Kc^.yeiit  of  the  Sniithsouian  Institution, 
absolut(»ly  declined  to  serve  further  as  sueh,  because,  owing  to  the 
state  of  his  himlth,  he  was  unable  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the  BoaitL 

APH)INTMENT   OF    KE(JENTS 

Bu  Joint  Rt'ifolutlon, 
Decembers,  1879 — Senate. 

Mr.  IIannihal  Hamlin  introchiced  a  joint  resolution  (S.  50)  that 
Asa  (iray,  of  Miissaehasett^,  Henry  Cbppi^e,  of  Pennsylvania,  John- 
Maclean,  of  New  Jersey,  and  Peter  Parker,  of  the  (*ity  of  Washing- 
ton, l>e  reappointed  as  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senatt*,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  Hamlin.  I  will  sbite  the  reasons  for  the  ptussage  of  this  resolu- 
tion. Before  the  aimual  meeting  of  the  Regents  of  the  Institution 
shall  take  place  in  January,  the  term  of  office  of  these  four  }>ei*8on8 
will  expire,  and  they  are  to  l)e  reappointed  by  ri»solution  of  the  House 
and  Senate.  If  we  take  a  recess,  as  weprol)ably  shall,  before  the  Board 
will  conv(^ne,  it  will  be  destitute  of  these  four  Regents.  I  take  it  there 
can  b(5  no  opposition  to  the  reappointment  of  these  four  gentlemen, 
who  hav'e  rendered  eminent  and  distinguished  s(»rvice  to  the  Institu- 
tion. I  believe  the  reappointment  meets  the  concurrence  of  all  the 
Regents  as  well  as  of  Professor  Baird. 

Passed. 
December  9,  1879 — House. 

Passed. 
December  19,  1879. 

Resolved,,  dc,^  That  the  existing  viu'ancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  of  the  class  other  than  members  of  Con- 
gress, shall  be  tilled  by  the  reappointment  of  Asa  Giny  of  Massachu- 
setts, Henry  Coppee  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Maclean  of  New  Jersey 
and  Peter  Parker  of  the  city  of  Washington,  whose  terms  have  expired. 

(Stit.,  XXI,  2yy.) 


•  JOSEPH    HENRY — POKTRAIT   FOU   MEMORIAL   VOLUME. 
April  7,  1879— Senate. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony  introduced  joint  resolution  (S.  17)  author- 
izing the  printing  of  a  portrait  of  the  late,  tloseph  Henry,  to  ac*<^om- 
pjiny  the  memorial  volume  heretofore  ordered.  (Same  as  passed  by 
})oth  Houses  in  the  third  session  of  Forty-tifth  Congress.) 

Referr(»d  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

April  9,  1879— Senate. 

Rei)orted  b}^  Coumiittee  and  pissed. 


FOKTY-SIXTH   CONGRESS,  ^^79-1881.  821 

April  11,  1879— House. 

Passed. 

April  18.  1879. 

Resolved ^  etc,^  That  the  Secretar}'  of  the  Treasury  hav^e  printed 
the  portrait  of  Professor  Joseph  Henry,  to  accompany  the  memorial 
volume  already  ordered  by  Congress;  and  the  sum  of  ^500  is  hereby 
appropriated,  to  defray  the  cost  thereof,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

(Stat.,  XXI,  48.) 

JOSEPH    HENRY — STATUE. 
December  16.  1879— Senate. 

Mr.  Newton  Booth  introduced  bill  (S.  875)  for  the  erection  of  a 
statue  of  Joseph  Henry.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings ancf  Grounds. 

May  3,  1880— Senate. 

Mr.  Justin  S.  Morrill  introduced  bill  (S.  1702): 

That  the  Regents  of  the  Smithponian  Institution  be,  and  arc  hereby,  authorize<l  to 
contract  with  W.  W.  Story,  sculptor,  for  a  statue  in  l>ronze  of  Joseph  Henry,  late 
Secretary  of  the  Smitlisonian  Institution,  to  l)e  erecte<l  u\yon  the  groun^is  of  said 
Institution;  an<l  for  this  purpose,  and  for  the  entire  exi)ense  of  the  foundation  and 
pedestal  of  the  monument,  the  sum  of  $15,000  is  hereby  appropriate<i,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap])ropriate<i. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 
May  6,  1880— Senate. 

Reported  by  Committee. 

May  24,  1880— Senate. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Beck.  I  ask  the  Senate  now  to  take  up  for  consideration 
House  bill  No.  4812. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Morrill.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  allow  me 
to  call  up  a  bill  that  will  receive,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  unanimous 
assent  of  the  Senate.  It  will  not  take  five  minutes,,  and  as  the  bill  the 
Senator  proposes  to  take  up  will  probably  occupy  all  the  morning,  I 
ask  him  to  allow  me  to  get  up  the  bill  for  a  monument  to  Joseph 
Henry,  to  be  erected  in  the  Smithsonian  grounds. 

Mr.  Beck.  I  hope  I  shall  not  lose  my  place  by  giving  way. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  A.  G.  Thuiiman).  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  asks  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (S.  1702)  for  thQ  erection  of  a  monument  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton to  the  memory  of  Joseph  Henry,  late  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.     Is  there  objection? 

Mr.  D.  W.  VooRHEES.  Let  the  bill  be  read  for  information. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  Is  there  objection  to  proc^ecding  to 
the  consideration  of  this  bill  ? 
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Mr.  (i.  F.  Edmunds.  I  hoi)o  tho  Chair  on  all  sii<*h  occmsions  will  put 
the  <iue8ti()ii,  for  1  do  not  wish  to  stand  unanimous  sponsor  for 
anything  from  this  time  to  the  end  of  the  se,ssion. 

The  President  pro  ti^mpore.  The  <iuestion  is  on  the  motion  to 
pro<'<»ed  to  the  consideration  of  tho  bill  named  by  the  S(Miator  from 
Vennont  [Mr.  Morrill). 

The  motion  was  agreed  t^);  and  the  iS^nate,  as  in  C!)onuuitt4H>  of  the 
Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  th(»  bill. 

Mr.  Vo(mnEEs.  Mr.  Pn^sident,  I  am  opiX)sed  to  legislatingr  a  contract 
into  any  one  man's  hands  on  a  subject  wlu»n»  competition  oujjht  to  take 
place.  I  do  not  know  how  oft(Mi  it  has  been  done  h(»retofore,  but  in  every 
instance  where  it  has  been  done  it  is  wrong.  A  work  of  this  kind 
ought  to  be  optMi  to  comi^^tition.  Every  artist  ought  to  Im^  allowed  to 
comix»ti»  for  a  work  of  this  character.  [A  pause*.  |  Th«»  S(»nat()r  from 
Vermont  very  justly  reminds  me  that  Mr.  Story  is  an  eminent  ailist. 
I  know  that.  There  are  other  eminent  artists  in  th(»  countrv,  and  all 
of  them  think  they  are.  Fivery  one  of  them  desires  to  put  his  skill  on 
cxhibiticm,  and  it  is  his  right  to  do  so.  I  think  that  the  })ill  ought  to  be 
amended  by  making  this  work  subject  to  (^omix^tition  rather  than  a 
direct  contract  with  Mr.  Storv. 

Mr.  MoKRiLL.  1  hop<».  ray  friend  from  Indiana  will  not  move  any 
amendment.  Mr.  Story  is  the  son  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Story,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  eminent  artists  of  this  (»ountrv  or  any  other,  and  has 
never  received  an  order  from  the  Government.  He  is  eminent  in 
very  many  other  respects  than  as  a  s(tulptor.  1  trust  there  will  be  no 
amendment  olTered. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  There?  is  too  nuich  <*oiiv(»rsation  in  the 
Chaml)er  [rapping  with  his  gavelj. 

Mr.  Morrill.  I  merely  was  appealing  to  my  friend,  the  Senator . 
from  Indiana,  not  to  olTer  any  amendment  to  this  bill.  It  is  no  more 
than,  justice  to  the  very  eminent  men,  the  living  as  well  as  the  dead, 
to  lK)th  the  |)crson  to  whom  we  propose  to  erect  th(»  monument  and 
the  artist  whom  it  is  proposed  to  employ,  and  the  sum  offered  is  a 
verv  small  one  indeexl. 

Mr.  VooRHEES.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  withstiind  an  appeal  or 
re<iuest  preferred  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  but  1  am  satisfied 
that  th(»  })ill  ought  to  be  amended  so  as  to  allow  competition. 

Mr.  Morrill.  I  ho|x^  not. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  Does  the  Senator 'from  Indiana  move 
an  amendments 

Mr.  VooRHEES.  I  have  not  done  so. 

The  bill  was  re|K)rt^d  to  the  Senate  without  amc^ndment  and  passed. 

The  title  was  amended  so  as  to  n^ad:  "W  bill  for  the  erection  of  a 
bronze  statue  of  Joseph  Henry,  late  S(».cretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution." 
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May  24,  1880— House. 

On   motion  of   Mr.   Clymer,   bill  i^nsidered  and  passed  without 
objection. 
June  1,  1880. 

Be  it  enacted.,  etc,^  That  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  contract  with  AV.  W.  Story,  sculptor, 
for  a  statue  in  bronze  of  Joseph  Henry,  late  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  to  be  erected  upon  the  grounds  of  said  Institution; 
and  for  this  purpose,  and  for  the  entire  expense  of  the  foundation  and 
pedestiil  of  the  monument,  the  sum  of  $15,000  is  hereby  appropriated, 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

(Stat.,  XXI,  164.) 

JOSEPH    HENRY — PORTRAIT   FOR   THE    INSTITtiTION. 

February  24,  1880— Senate. 

Mr.  A.  H.  GarFxAND  offered  a  resolution  that  the  ('ommittee  on  the 
Library  be  instnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety  of 
securing  an  accurate  likeness  of  Prof.  Joseph  Henry,  late  Secretary  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  same  in 
the  Institution. 

Agreed  to. 

LAND   OFFK^E   MUSEUM. 
May  10,  1879— House. 

Mr.  O.  D.  Conger  introduced  a  bill  (H.  1845)  making  compen- 
sation to  Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Wilson,  widow  of  the  late  Joseph  S.  Wilson, 
for  collecting   the   scientific   museum   for  the  Public   Land  OflSce.* 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

.    EXI*OSITIONS. 

Sy(l)i<fy  and  MeJhounie  Kxpoftitioiis, 
June  10,  1879. 

Joint  resolution  No.  4  provided  for  participation  by  the  United 
States  in  an  international  exhibition  ''of  products,  manufactures,  and 
arts,"  at  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  and  Mellwurne,  Victoria,  in  1879 
and  1880,  and  appropriated  1^20, (KK)  to  l>e  expended  ''  in  the  discretion 
of  tbe  Sccivtar}"  of  State." 

(Stat.,  XXI,  49.) 
June  16,  1880. 

In  th«*  deficiency  act  for  1880,  etc.,  the  Secretary  of  State  was  allov/ed 
the  sum  of  ^,000  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the  international 
exhibition  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  Government  at  Melbourne, 
Australia,  in  addition  to  the  sum  already  appropriated. 

(Stat.,  XXI,  239.) 

>Stiep.  811. 
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PhUmlclphia  CentcunUtl  Ki-j^Mttitm, 

June  20,  1879. 

Joint  resolution  No.  10  approved  to  print  and  hind  5,000  final 
reports  of  the  United  8tjites  Centennial  Coniniission  upon  the  Inter- 
national Exhibition  of  1876,  1,(M)0  for  Senate,  H,0<X)  for  the  House, 
500  for  State  Department,  and  500  for  the  CVntennial  Commission. 

(Stat,  XX I,  50.) 

June  27,  1879. 

Appropriation  made  ])v  joint  r«\solution  for  the  purchase  from  die 
Centennial  Board  of  Finance  of  the  stereotyi)e  plates  of  the  final 
reports  of  the  United  Stiites  Centennial  Conunission,  $8,000,  the 
plates  and  eopyriifht,  duly  assigned,  to  he  delivered  to  the  Public 
Printer. 

(Stat,  XXI,  53.) 

June  16,  1880. 

Sumlrv  civil  ai^t  for  IRSl. 

For  the  preparation  of  an  index  to  the  Official  Reports  of  the  Cop- 
tennial  Kxhihition,  now  in  press,  ^300,  to  })e  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Pu})lic  Printer. 

(St4it,XXl,  281.) 

March  3.  1881. 

rH^ficiency  art  for  1881,  ctx*. 

For  international  (»xhi})ition  of  187<),  $1.11). 
(Stat,  XXI,  428.) 

January  15.  1880 — House. 

Mr.  P.  V.  DuESTER  introduced  a  joint  resolution  (H.  170).    Referred 
to  C<)nnnittee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 
January  29,  1880— House. 

Mr.  L.  P.  Morton  reported.    Referred  to  Conunittee  of  Whole. 

February  4,  1880 — House. 

Passed. 
February  10,  1880— Senate. 

Passed. 

February  16,  1880. 

Joint  re«>hition. 

Whereas  all  civilized  nations  take  part  in  the  Inteniutional  Fishery  Exhibition  to 
be  h<4(l  in  the  (!ity  of  Berlin,  Germany,  in  April,  1S8(),  it  is  deeini'd  both  right  and 
expe<lient  that  the  prominent  and  effective  action  of  the  United  States  in  the  line  of 
the  artificial  pro[)agation  of  finh  and  the  stocking  of  depleted  fishing  waters  should 
Ixi  conspicnoiisly  arnl  well  exhiVnte<l  on  the  occasion:  Therefore, 

Resolrcfiy  ftc.^  That  to  enable  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries 
to  exhibit  America  in  Berlin,  in  Aj>ril,  1880,  a  fair  and  full  collection  of  the  different 
8|)ecimeu8  of  Ameriian  food-ilsheS|  casts  thenMjf,  models  of,  and  implements,  etCp 
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used  in  the  prosecution  of  Amerioiin  fiHheries,  the  sum  of  $20,000  is  hereby  appro- 
priate<l,  out  of  any  moneys  not  otherwi«*  appropriated  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  or  so  mucli  thereof  as  may  Ikj  necessary  for  the  purpose,  to  l)e  immediately 
available  on  the  passage  of  this  resohition,  to  l)e  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisliories  V)o,  and  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  represent  the  United  States,  either  in  person  or  by  a  deputy 
to  be  appcMuted  l)y  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  that,  at  his  <liscretion,  he 
may  use  any  portion  of  the  collections  at  present  forming  part  of  the  National 
Museum  in  making  up  the  proposed  exhibition  by  the  Unite<l  States. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  Uniteil  States  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries  be,  and  is 
hereby,  instructcnl  to  present  to  Congress,  through  the  Department  o(  State,  a  rei^rt 
ujion  the  Berlin  exhibition,  showing  the  reixjnt  pn^gress  rfiid  present  ix)ndition  of  the 
fisheries  ari<l  of  fish-culture  in  foreign  countries. 

(Stat.,  XXI,  301.) 

December  17,  1880— Senate. 

Mr.  George  F.  Edmunds  introduced  a  hill  (S.  1928)  to  provide  for 
remitting  the  duties  on  the  ohject  of  art  awarded  h}'^  the  Berlin  Inter- 
national Fishery  Commission  to  Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird. 

Mr.  Edmunds.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred,  as  usual  in  sui^h 
case^,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance;  but  I  wish  to  say  (1  think  it  is 
perhaps  to  the  public  interest  that  1  should  say)  what  the  circum- 
stances were,  for  usually  I  am  rather  oppo.sed  to  remitting  duties. 

At  this  great  international  exhibition,  although  Professor  Baird 
was  not  personally  present,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  juries  Pro- 
fessor Baird  was  personally  awarded  the  highest  prize  of  honor,  con- 
sisting of  an  object  of  art,  made  of  silver,  I  believe,  which  had  l)een 
given  by  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  King  of  Prussia  to  the  exhi- 
bition beforehand,  as  several  other  objects  were  given,  to  be  awarded, 
according  to  their  discretion,  by  the  juries  to  the  most  dcserv^ing  per- 
sons. Professor  Baird,  so  well  known  in  this  country,  as  I  say, 
received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  great  juries  of  the  exhibition  as 
being  best  entitled  of  all  the  people  of  the  civilized  world  to  this 
great  honor. 

A  great  many  other  prizes  and  premiums  were  awarded;  but  in 
respect  of  three  or  four  of  these  objects  they  were  called  prizes  of 
honor.  This  particular  prize  has  been  sent  to  this  country,  so  well 
deserved,  as  I  think  it  is,  and  under  the  circumstances  it  appears  to  mo 
that  it  would  be  right  that  the  United  States  should  allow  the  Pro- 
fessor to  receive  it  without  being  applied  to  to  pay  a  tax  upon  it, 
inasmuch  as  1  think  his  service  to  the  United  States  entitles  him  to 
that  consideration. 

In  this  connection,  Mr.  President,  I  beg  to  have  reatl  a  letter  to  me 
from  Mr.  Goode,  who  had  charge  of  our  interests  at  the  exhibition, 
if  it  is  agreeable  to  the  Senate. 


82fi  CONGRESSIONAL    PROOKEDINOS. 

Tlio  Vi('K-PuKsn)i:NT(Mr.  W\  A.  Wmkklkk).  Thr  lotti»r  will  l>creacL 
Tho  Chikf  Clkuk  hmuI  us  follows: 

r.    S.    C'oMMISMKiN  OF  FiSlI   .V\l»  FlsnEKIES, 

Intkknationai.i-;  Fis<MKKKi-ArssTKLLrN<.i  IN  Hkrlin, 

1 1  'i ish  iiHjton ,  />.  ( \ ,  Ih'vem  Ur  14 f  IS^IO. 

Silt:  I  U'g  Iciivc  tf)  Hiiliinit  tlu*  fulldwin^  nKMiifiraiuIu  in  ri'pinl  to  tho  diHtributioii 
of  till'  prizt's  at  tho  ('low*  of  xhv  IntfTiiatioiial  Fi^*ho^y  Kxhihitioii  Ifi  RitIiii,  and 
t^lH'cially  with  n»frn'm'«'  to  tin*  awanl  of  tlie  first  lioFior  prizo  to  Pn»f.  S^K^iicor  F. 
Bainl,  T.  S.  (\)mnii!*sioiu'r  of  Fish  and  Fislu'ri«»s. 

Tho  tfnMuony  of  awanlinir  th»'  prizrn  took  [ilacrin  tlio  great  hall  ot  the  exhibi- 
tion building  on  tho  20th  of  Juno,  1S80.  I  lis  KxooUonoy  Dr.  T.uoin.s,  minister  of 
agrioultun.',  in  an  o^K'nin^  a<l«ln'>*s,  Htato<l  to  tho  (.'rown  I*riFio<?  of  ( Jonnany,  who  \na 
prosont  ;is  tho  protoctor  of  tho  oxhihition,  tho  olijoot  of  tho  ^'athorinj*.  The  list  of 
prizoH  wjLs  thon  n'a«l  l»y  tho  ilinTtor  of  tlu'  oxhihition,  Ministerial  I>ireotor  ^hiriArd, 
fnnn  tlu^  printod  oatal<»j;uo,  a  copyiif  whioh  is  hori'with  inolostMl  (Vorzoichuiw  der 
jrolojrontlioh  tlor  Intornationalon  Fis<'hon.'i-Ansstollnii^  zii  Ik'rlin,  1HS(>,  Zuorkannten 
AuHzoiohn micron).  Aftor  tho  roadin^j  ho  turiUMl  to  the  jirotootor  of  tho  oxhihition 
and  ro<vivo<l  from  him  an  approval  of  tho  awanls  uiM)n  tho  s<.'ho<lulo.  A  list  of  the 
j)rizos  roooivoil  l»y  Ainorioan  oxhihitors  is  apiK*ndo<l  to  this  lotto.r.  An  oxainiiiation 
will  show  that  tho  hi^rhost  award,  an  juldn^ssof  thanks  ^ij;no<l  hy  His  IniiK^ial  Iligh- 
iioss  the  Cn)wn  IVinoo,  was  awardod  to  tho  (Tovorninont  of  tho  Unito«l  States;  that 
distinguisht^l  awanls,  consisting  oi  goM  nuMlals,  with  special  diploinits  of  honor, 
wore  iL*<signe<l  to  tho  r.  S.  C'oininission  of  Fish  and  Kishorios  and  the  V.  S.  Ooaflt 
Siirvoy  for  their  oolleotive  oxhihits,  while  tho  Fish  C/oniniission  also  nreived  gold 
incMlals  in  I'lass  1  antl  class  ^^  for  sj»ecial  oxhihits,  and  tho  V.  S,  Ilydro^raphic  Office 
an«l  the  l'.  S.  Knginoi*r  l^unrau  received  honorable  mention  f»»r  oollectivoexhibitaof 
charts.  In  the  variour^  classi's  siH'cial  exhibitors  in  the  Fiiitod  States  section  cap- 
ri(Ml  away  a  full  quota  of  gold,  silver,  and  bronzt*  mi-dals.  The  number  may  be 
tabulated  lus  follows:  Gold  medals,  11;  silver  medals,  22;  bronze  nanlals,  15;  honor- 
able  mention.  If).  It  should  l>e  state<l  that  a  much  larger  numlM^r  of  me<lal8  would 
have  botju  n*<'t'ived  by  the  UnittMl  States  but  for  tho  fact  that  a  very  large  jmrt  of 
the  display  in  this  section  was  coll(»ctive,  and  only  such  articlo,H  as  luul  boon  tx>n- 
tributed  directly  by  the  ox hibitoi's  were  entered  for  sp<»cial  com|)etition.  ExhihitB, 
however  meritorious,  which  had  Ihh'U  purchasi'<l  with  funds  derived  from  the 
appropriation,  were  ontert^l  ah  a  part  of  the  general  «lisplay  <»f  the  Govt*rnment,  and, 
according  to  the  iK)licy  which  had  boon  previtmsly  <lecided  ujHm,  the  Oommi»jioner 
refused  to  re<*oive  seimnite  awanls  for  them.  The  gold  mtHlal  with  sjHXiial  lionoraiy 
diploma,  already  mentionetl  as  awanlod  to  the  U.  S.  Fish  Commission,  wa.s  intended 
as  a  recognition  of  all  exhibits  of  this  descrij>tion. 

There  were  thirteen  gnunl  prizoj:?  of  h(.>nor,  a  list  of  which  and  tlie  names  of  their 
rmjiients  are  herewith  pn»s?ent«Hl.  The  highest,  the  grand  prize,  tho  gift  of  the 
Emj>eror  of  CFormany  and  King  of  l*russia,  was  awarded  to  Prof.  SiK'Ucor  F.  Baird, 
U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Fisheries.  At  the  meeting  of  the  grand  jury,  at  which  the 
disp<jsition  of  thoKi  prizes  was  deci<led  uiM.)n,  it  was  lirst  proposed  that  this  prize 
should  iKi  aiffiigne<l  to  tho  (T<.>veriiment  of  the  rniteti  States.  This  proposition  waa 
vote<l  down,  and  it  was  agreed  that  it  should  lx»  given  to  Professor  I^aird,  in  re<*ogni- 
tion  of  his  efforts  as  the  oflieial  head  of  tho  American  dei)artmcnt  and  eapecially  of 
his  i)erH(»nal  attainments  and  ktvIcos  a-^  a  sciontilic  investigator  oi  the  tisheries,  and 
as  a  lish-culturist.  In  a  s[)ecrh  made  on  another  occasion,  Chamlx.*rlain  Bohr,  presi- 
dent of  the  I  Vutsclu*  Fischerei  Veroin,  stated  that  Professor  Baird  was  reciygnized 
througliout  EuroiHi  as  the  tirst  tish-culturist  of  the  world.     As  will  be  ai^n  by  refer- 
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ence  to  the  prize  lint,  thw  j)rizt»  was  awarde<l  in  exactly  the  name  manner  ax  nthers 

of  lesH  iinportan(H5  to  varioiiH  exhibitorn  of  apparatuH  and  finherj'  i>RKhicts. 

Very  n^sptH'tfnlly, 

(t.  Brown  (toodk,  /><7>»////  CoimnUmnitr. 
Hon.  GkowiK  F.   Edmunds.  . 

December  21,  1880— Senate. 

Mr.  Justin  S.  Mokrill,  from  Coniniittoo  on  Fiiumco,  ro|K)rt«Hl  huck 

favorably  S.  1928.     Passed. 

February  15,  1881 — House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Carlisle,  S.  1928  was  passed. 

February  21,  1881. 

Be  it  enadefff  dr.,  That  the  Se<rretary  of  the  Treasury  l)e,  and  he  hereby  in, 
direete<l  to  remit  the  <*iiHtomH  (Uities  ehaoreable  upon  the  object  of  art  given  l)y  His 
Majej*ty  the  (lennan  EmjKiror  and  King  t)f  Prussia  to  the  Berlin  International 
Fishery  Exhibition,  and  by  it  awarde<l  iw  the  lirst  grand  prize  of  honor  to  Profi»Hsor 
Spen(*er  F.  Bainl,  at  the  exhibition  held  in  the  city  of  Berlin,  Pnuwia,  in  the  month 
of  June.  1880. 

(Stat.,  XXI,  608.) 

Vhilndelphhi  SJu^ep  (md  If'W  K,v}KmfitoiK 
April  1,  1880. 

Act  was  approved  providing  for  the  participation  })v  the  Government 
in  the  International  Sheep  and  Wool  Show  at  Philadelphia,  September, 
ISSO,  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  to  attend*  in  person  or  by 
dei)utv  and  to  make  a  full  and  complete  report  "of  the  .same. 

(Stiit.,  XXI,  70.) 

June  16,  1880. 

Agricultural  Dejmrtment  act  for  1881. 

For  the  purpose  of  testing  hy  scientific  examination  the  textile 
strength,  felting  capacity,  and  other  peculiarities  of  the  different 
wools  and  animal  fi])ers  on  exhibition  at  the  International  Sheep  and. 
Wool  Exposition  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  in  1880,  Ji>4,0(M). 

(Stat.,  XXI,  295.) 
March  3,  1881. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
provided  for  testing  the  textile  strength,  felting  capacity,  and  other 
peculiarities  of  the  different  wools  and  animal  filwrs  collected  at  the 
Philadelphia  International  Exhi))ition  of  Sheep  and  Wool  Products, 
§;■>,( MM),  including  J500  to  John  L.  Hayes  for  his  report  on  Sheep 
IIus])andry  in  the  South,  published  by  resolution  of  Congress. 

(Stat.,  XXI,  884.) 

N^ew  York  ExjHtsition, 
April  23,  1880. 

Act  was  ai)proved  to  provide  for  celebrating  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  treat\'  of  peace  and  the  recognition  of  American 
indei>endenc(%  by  holding  an  international  exposition  of  arts,  manu- 
factures, and  the  products  of  the  soil  and  mine  in  the  city  of  New  York 
in  1883. 
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A  commission  wjis  at)tx>ii)to(l  with  authority  to  issue  stock  for 
J12,(KX),()CH).  Not  h\ss  than  #1.(MM),<mm)  was  to  Im*  siibstTibed  and  not 
less  than  lU  per  cent  paid  in  In^fon*  said  rori)oration  (^uld  do  any 
corporate  act  oth(»r  than  orj»iinize. 

(Stat.,  XXI,  77.) 

March  1,  1881, 

Joint  n*H()iutioii. 

Ut'Ht)irfii,  f'/r.,  That  wlu'iK'ver  tin*  l*n\sidrnt  Hliall  iUhmii  th«»  preparations  which 
shall  havo  Ikhmi  nia<lu  Ihon^for  a(U'<piat4>  ]u\  is  luT(*l)y  authorizi*<l  ami  requotfteil, 
in  tin*  naiiu'  of  the  TnittHl  Stiiti^,  to  invito  all  foriMpi  pivcninifiitrf  to  Ini  represented 
at  and  tak(%  yoLVt  in  the  intoniational  oxhihition  of  art^,  nianufactun*s,  an<l  pnxlucta 
of  the  8oil  an<1  niino  to  1h>  hi»l<l  nnder  tho  Hinrtion  of  the  l'nit(*<l  States  Interna- 
tional ComniiHHi»>n  at  the  city  of  \<»w  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  year 
1883:  /Vom/rr/,  houurrr^  That  the  Unite<l  States  shall  not  1k»  liable,  «lirectly  or 
in<linH'tly,  for  any  of  the  exiH'n8i»s  attt^ndin^  Hiieh  exhihition,  or  by  naison  of  the 
invitation  herehy  authorizt^l. 

(Stat.,  XX i,  520.) 

NATIONAL    MITSKIIM      TKANSI»()KTATlON. 

July  1,  1879. 

GeNKIIALOrDKKS,  J  llKADgUAUTEKS  OF   TllK    ArMY, 

>  Al>JUTANT-(rKNEKALV   OfFICE, 

No.  65.  J  WaHhiryjtfm. 

Bv  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

The  QuarbM'master's  Department  is  authorized  to  receive  from  par- 
ties living  at  or  near  militiiry  posts  any  articles  intended  for  the 
National  Museum,  and  forward  them  to  Wiishington,  imder  the  regu- 
lations governing  transportation  of  military  property,  and  on  the  Hume 
forms  of  bills  of  lading.  The  packages  to  be  marked,  ''National 
Museum,  C4ire  Depot  Quartermaster,  Washington,  D.  O:,"  and  settle- 
ment to  be  made  ))y  the  Quarterniiister's  Department. 

Bv  cxmmiand  of  General  Sherman: 

E.   D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-  GefUfral. 

NATIONAL   MUSEUM — USE   OF   lUTlLDINU. 

February  9,  1880— House. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Bliss  introduced  a  joint  resolution: 

That  the  line  of  the  new  National  Miweuni  hiiildin^,  now  in  pnKvns  of  erection,  l)e 
j?raiitc<lto  the  Denioeratie  National  Convention  of  1880,  under  rt^j^nlationH  to  bepre- 
scrilKxl  hy.  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithnoniau  Institution. 

Referred  to  C/ommittee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 
February  28,  1881— House. 
Mr.  Philip  Cook  presented  House  concurrent  resohition: 

Tliat  j>ermigHion  is  grante<l  to  the  Washington  Light  Infantry  Cori>s  of  the  District 
of  (%)lund)iato  use  the  Museum  building  on  Monday  evening,  the  7th  of  Man'h,  1881, 
providtnl  that  no  exjKjnse  shall  Ix)  thereby  incurre*!  1o  the  rnite<l  States. 
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Mr.  Omar  D.  Conger.  Let  that  lie  over  a  day. 

The  Speaker.  The  Chair  desires  to  state  that  a  committee  of  the 
company  called  upon  him  in  respect  to  this  matter.  Their  object  is  to 
give  a  public  reception  to  the  visiting  military  companies  from  abroad 
who  arc  expected  to  be  here  at  the  inauguration.  It  is  represented 
that  there  is  no  other  place  in  the  city  large  enough  for  the  purpose 
of  such  a  reception,  and  this  request  is  made  in  consequence  thereof. 

Mr.  Conger.  I  withdraw  the  objection. 

Adopted.  / 

March  1,  1881— Senate. 

Mr.  George  F.  Hoar.  1  rise  to  ask  unanimous  consent  that  the 
resohition  just  sent  over  from  the  House  [adopted  February  28,  1881] 
relating  to  the  use  of  a  certain  public  building  for  the  inauguration 
ceremonies  may  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds. 

Mr.  John  A.  Ixksan.  With  that  reference  1  ask  to  have  referred 
an  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  *' Light  Infantry  of  the  District 
of  Columbia"  and  insert  ^'military  organizations  of  the  District  of 
Columbia;"  and  1  hope  tlie  committee  will  give  it  consideration. 

The  Presidin(j  Officer  (Mr.  A.  G.  Thurman).  The  Chair  will  lay 
before  the  Senate  the  concurrent  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentiitives. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved f  etc,  That  ixjrmiiwion  is  gFaiite<l  to  the  Waphington  Light  Infantry  Corps 
of  the  District  of  CJolumbia  U)  ii«;  the  Museum  building  on  Monday  evening,  the  7th 
of  March,  1881,  provided  that  no  expense  sliall  be  thereby  incuired  to  the  United 
States. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  moves 
the  reference  of  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds,  and  the  Senator  from  Illinois  proposes  an  amendment 
which  he  asks  to  l)e  referred  with  it.  Is  there  objection?  The  Chair 
hears  none,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

March  2,  1881— Senate. 

Reix)rted  adversely  and  Committee  discharged  from  consideration. 

NATIONAL   MUSEUM — SUNDAY  AND  NIGHT  OPENING. 
May  17,  1880— House. 

Mr.  Samuel  S.  Cox  presented  petition  of  1,000  citizens  "that  Con- 
gress give  the  lalwring  classes,  who  are  employed  six  days  in  the 
week,  an  opportunity  for  mental  improvement  by  opening  the  Con- 
gressional Library,  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  Medical  Museum 
on  Sundays  and  at  night."     Referred  to  Committee  on  Library. 
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June  10,  1880— Senate. 

Mr.  J.  G.  BixAiNE.  I  want  tho  attention  of  the  honomblo  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  James  B.  liivk]  to  an  amendment  I  am  ^oing  to 
offer,  })ecause  I  appeal  to  him  to  give  it  hi.s  sui)ix)rt,  much  as  he'  thinks 
the  })ill  may  l)e  weighted. 

The  l)uilding  now  going  up  known  as  the  National  Museum  build- 
ing is  one  which  has  been  constructed  at  unusually  small  expense, 
esjxM^ally  so  for  a  Government  building.  They  set  out  to  })uild  it  for 
$250,000.  It  is  a  very  large  building  in  area,  as  all  Senators  who 
have  visited  it  know.  They  are  finishing  it  with  a  common  concrete 
floor,  just  such  as  you  have  on  the  street  to  drive  on.  The  floor  that 
is  now  designed  and  that  they  must  adopt  if  kept  wnthin  the  appro- 
priation which  is  now  granted  them  will  )>e  a  simple  ordinary  rough 
concrete  floor  on  which  they  projx)se  to  put  strips  of  l)oards  for  walk- 
ing. I  think  that  would  be  a  great  disfigurement  to  a  ))uilding  which 
will  be  greatly  visited,  which  wmII  be  an  object  and  center  of  interest 
to  all  the  visitors  to  Washington  and  to  the  whole  people  of  the 
countr}'.  I  think  the  InMiuty  of  the  building,  the  benutiful  design  for 
which  it  is  intj^nded,  and  all  connected  with  it  deserve  at  least  that 
there  should  })e  a  good  floor  in  it. 

I  had  a  conference  with  the  chairman  of  the  conmiission  who  are 
building  it,  and  they  would  be  very  glad,  if  they  had  the  money,  to 
put  in  that  building  a  marble-tile  floor.  1  appeal  to  every  Senator, 
before  it  is  too  late,  not  to  disfigure  that  fine  building  1)}"  making  the 
floor  there  nothing  more  than  the  common  street  way  that  leads  up  to 
it.  It  will  require  to  put  a  marble-tile  floor  in  that  building  $25,000, 
and  I  appeal  to  the  honomble  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  allow  it  to 
be  done.  At  all  events  I  shall  offer  the  amendment.  Jt  is  a  matter 
in  which  no  one  Senator  has  a  particle  more  interest  than  another 
Senator.  It  is  a  matter  that  concerns  the  utility  and  in  a  very  high 
degree  the  beauty  and  comfort  of  a  great  national  building. 

Therefore  I  offer  the  amendment  to  come  in  after  line  1005,  under 
the  heading  of  '*•  National  Museum."  I  have  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Class, 
the  superintendent  architect,  in  my  hand,  that  it  will  require  $25,000 
to  put  down  a  marble-tile  floor  bedded  in  hydmulic  cement. 

The  Presidinc;  Officer  (Mr.  A.  G.  Tiiurman).  The  Secretary  will 
report  the  amendment. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  It  is  proposed,  after  line  1(X)5,  to  insert:  For 
laying  of  marbl(»-tile  floor  liedded  in  hydraulic  cement,  $1^5,000. 

Mr.  .1.  B.  Beck.  I  shall  raise  the  question  of  order  that  that  is  not 
in  order,  not  estimated  for,  not  reported  by  an}^  conunittee,  and  not 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Ai)propriations.  Professor  Baird  has  been 
before  us  and  we  have  given  him  every  dollar  that  he  has  asked  in 
every  form  on  that  building,  and  he  never  even  suggested  this  to  us. 
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Mr.  Blaine.  He  did  not  suggest  it  ])ecause  there  was  a  sort  of 
implied  eoiitract  that  the  building  was  to  be  put  up  for  just  this  lini- 
itt^d  amount.  It  was  stated,  possibly  a  little  boastfully,  that  it  could 
be  done  for  that  amount.  J  do  not  think  the  point  of  order  would 
apply  to  the  amendment.  It  is  an  item  under  a  head  for  which  appro- 
priations are  made  in  the  bill,  and  they  may  be  made  more  or  less.  I 
think  it  ought  to  be  left  to  the  Senate  to  decide  that. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  Chair  will  submit  the  question  of 
order  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Davis,  of  AVest  Virginia.  I  hope  the  Chair  will  hear  me 
one  moment. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Chair  to  submit 
the  question  of  order  that  it  may  ])e  debated. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  West  Virginia.  There  can  not  be  any  question  about 
the  amendment  being  out  of  order,  and  I  hope  the  Chair  is  not  in 
doubt  about  it.  It  is  out  of  order,  I  luulerstand,  for  three  r^jisons: 
First,  it  is  not  estimated  for;  second,  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions did  not  receive  the  one  day's  notice  which  is  required  of  any 
amendment  going  upon  this  bill;  and  in  the  third  place,  as  I  under- 
stand, it  comes  from  no  standing  conmiitUie.-  For  each  of  these 
three  reasons  it  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Blaine.  I  hoped  I  might  have  unanimous  consent. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  (juestion  before  the  Senate  is.  Is  the 
amendment  offered  bv  the  Senator  from  Maine  in  order? 

Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony.  I  am  in  favor  of  this  amendment,  but  I  can 
not  imitate  the  example  so  often  set  bv  Senators  of  voting  upon 
parliamentary  questions  with  reference  to  the  merit  of  the  proposition 
upon  which  the  question  of  order  is  niised.  I  think  it  is  out  of  order, 
although  I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Blaine.  The  only  reason  for  my  urgency  al)out  it  is  that  it  is 
just  one  of  those  things  that  must  b(»  done  now  or  it  is  too  late.  They 
will  go  on  making  this  floor,  and  if  we  ever  attempt  afterwards  to 
change  it,  all  that  will  have  to  be  undone.  Indeed,  I  am  sure  that 
next  autunm  when  Congress  reassembles  they  \s\\\  see  how  imfit  it  is 
to  use  a  mere  sUible  floor,  a  mere  barn  yard  floor.  There  is  not  a 
modern  stable  in  this  city,  there  is  not  what  would  be  called  a  decent 
and  cqnifortiible  stable  built  in  this  city,  that  will  not  have  a  floor  a^ 
(carefully  made  as  the  present  estimate  will  give  to  the  National 
Museum. 

Mr.  Beck.  I  have  only  taadd  in  explanation  that  Professor  Baii*d 
has  conducted  this  building  with  great  care.  We  have  great  confi- 
dence in  him.  He  has  never  asked  us  for  anything  that  we  have  not 
given  him.  We  have  added  to  the  appropriation  for  the  National 
Museum  $5,000  for  heating  apparatus,  ?12,500  for  water  and  gas  fix- 
tures, and  for  the  construction  of  relieving  sewer  and  other  things. 
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We  have  tuloptcil  overy  suggestion  he  has  miide,  and  ho  is  entirely 
content,  so  far  as  we  know,  with  the  Imilding  as  it  is. 

Mr.  Bi^iNK.  I  do  not  say  that  I  know  anything,  but  I  should  be 
ven'  ghid  to  have  the  question  referred  to  Prof.  Spencer  Baird  as  to 
what  he  thinks  is  the  projx»r  thing  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Beck.  I  have  stated  what  he  said  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  Blaine.  Upon  further  reflection,  and  realizing  myself  that  the 
amendment  is  not  in  order — I  hoped  that  I  might  get  the  consent  of 
the  gentlemen  who  are  in  charge  of  the  bill — I  will  withdraw  it,  and 
I  give  notice  to  the  Senate  that  on  the  general  deficiency  bill  I  will 
ask  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  upon  this  amendment 

The  Presiding  Officek.  If  there  is  no  objection  the  amendment 
will  be  withdrawn. 

December  10,  1880 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Samuel  .1.  Randall)  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  dated  Decem- 
ber Ik  1 SSO. 

1  have  the  honor  to  iiifonn  you  that  the  now  National  Musenm  building,  for  the 
erei'tion  of  which  Con^rntv  appropriattHl  $250,000,  haa  l)ecn  piilffitantially  and  aatia- 
facrtorily  t'<)nipletiNl  with  the  exoi»ption  of  the  fl(K)r8  of  the  main  halls.  These  origi- 
nal twtiniates  provithnl  for  flt»f>rH  of  conen^te  ami  cement.  So  many  remonstrancGS, 
however,  have  l>een  made  against  the  use  of  thiH  material,  instead  of  marble  or  tile 
for  the  flooring,  jih  not  lH»ing  in  aeconlanw  with  the  archite<rtnral  beauty  and  design 
of  the  Iniilding,  that  at  a  called  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  on  the  8th  instant,  the  subje(;t  was  considere<l  and  the  following  resolu- 
tion adoptetl: 

Resolved,  That  for  the  pur})08e  of  pulwtituting  a  marl)le  or  tile  flooring  instead  of 
concrete  as  originally  designed,  for  the  large  halls  in  the  National  Museum,  an 
appropriation  of  $25,000  l)e  re<|ueHte<l  of  Congress,  to  l)e  expende<l  act*ording  to  the 
plans  and  under  the  dire(!tion  of  the  building  commission  of  the  lV)anl  of  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  under  whose  supervision  the  Museum  has  been 
constructed. 

Referred  to  Oommittee  on  Appropriations. 
January  31,  1881 — House. 

Mr.  Joseph  C  S.  Blackbukx.  With  the  consent  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Cobb]  1  will  report  from  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations a  bill  which  should  )>e  passed  now. 

Mr.  T.  R.  CoHB.  I  will  yield  for  that  puipose. 

Mr.  Blackburn,  from  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  reported 
a  bill  (II.  701^8)  making  an  appropriation  for  the  flooring  of  the 
National  Museum;  which  was  reiid  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  orderf>d  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Amos  Townsend.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  [Mr. 
Blackburn]  to  yield  to  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  Blackburn.  I  am  a  trespasser  upon  the  floor  myself,  with  the 
courtesy  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Cobb].     I  move  that  the- 
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House  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  to  consider  the  bill  just  reported  by  me  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 

Agreed  to,  and  the  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Simonton  in  the  chair. 

The  Chairman.  The  House  is  now  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  bill  (H.  7098)  making  an  ai)propriation 
for  the  flooring  of  the  National  Museum.     The  bill  will  now  be  read. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  appropriated  the  sum  of  ^26,000,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  might  be  necessary,  to  place  a  flooring  of  marble  or 
encaustic  tiles  in  the  large  halls  of  the  National  Museum  building,  to 
be  expended  according  to  the  plan  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
building  commission  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  under  whose  supervision  the  Museum  had  been  constructed. 

Mr.  Blackburn.  I  will  state  that  this  National  Museum  building  is 
now  about  completed,  and  it  is  simply  a  question  whether  the  matter 
of  flooring  shall  be  according  to  the  original  plan,  of  asphalt  or  con- 
crete, or  whether  a  change  should  be  made  in  the  plan  so  far  as  to 
substitute  a  marble  or  tile  flooring.  The  concrete  pavement  would 
cost  about  J9,000.  The  cost  of  the  encaustic  tile  or  marble  pavement 
will  be  not  to  exceed  ^25,000.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  Pro- 
fessor Baird,  which  is  indorsed  unanimously  by  the  Board  of  Regents, 
recommending  that  an  appropriation  of  $26,000  be  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  flooring  the  main  halls  of  the  National  Museum  building  with 
marble  or  tiling.  It  is  indorsed,  I  believe,  by  every  member  on  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations.  Unless  some  member  desires  it,  I  will 
not  ask  to  have  the  letter  read. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hawley.  Let  it  be  printed  in  the  Record  as  a  part  of  your 
remarks. 

Mr.  Blackburn.  I  will  make  that  request. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  Blackburn.  If  no  one  desires  to  move  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  I  will  move  that  the  conunittee  now  rise  and  report  it  favorably 
to  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.     Reported  and  passed. 

February  4,  1881 — Senate. 

Mr.  Justin  S.  Morrill.  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  and  Grounds,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  7098) 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  flooring  of  the  National  Museum,  to 
report  it  without  amendment.  The  bill  has  already  passed  the  House, 
and  I  desire  that  it  may  be  read,  and  I  ask  for  its  immediate  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Henry  G.  Davis,  of  West  Virginia.  Let  the  bill  be  read  for 
information. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill. 
H.  Doc.  732 63 
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Mr.  Morrill.  I  will  say  that  this  bill  should  have  been  considered 
yesterday.  It  is  important  to  have  its  immediate  consideration, 
because,  although  the  sum  appropriated  is  no  more  than  will  be 
required  for  putting  tiles  in  the  Museum,  it  is  thought  to  be  exceed- 
ingly desirable  that  the  bill  should  pass  now,  in  order  that  a  certain 
portion  of  the  building  may  be  available  for  the  4th  of  March. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  West  Virginia.  I  recognize  the  necessity  for  imme- 
diate action,  and  therefore  do  not  object;  but  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  if  this  appropriation  covers  the  entire  expense  for  tiling  the 
Museum  ? 

Mr.  Morrill.  I  so  understand  it. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  ))ill. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  West  Virginia.  I  notice  from  the  reading  of  the  bill 
that  it  provides  for  only  one  room,  which  is  a  large  part  of  the  build- 
ing. I  do  not  know  why  there  should  be  two  parts  of  the  appropria- 
tion.    I  ask  the  Senator  how  that  is? 

Mr.  Morrill.  I  must  say  that  I  have  not  made  particular  inquiries 
as  to  that.  A  portion  of  the  building,  I  understand,  is  to  be  covered 
with  a  pine  floor  or  concrete.  This  appropriation  is  all  that  is  asked 
for,  and  it  is  all  1  know  anything  about. 

Mr.  Robert  E.  Withers.  I  will  state  to  the  Senator  from  West 
Virginia,  with  the  permission  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  that  this 
is  designed  simply  to  provide  a  paving  for  the  central  hall  of  the 
Museum  building.  Other  portions  of  it  are  to  be  floored  with  plank. 
The  central  building  is  now  completed  with  a  flooring  merely  accord- 
ing to  the  original  plan.  It  is  designed  to  pave  it  with  marble  and 
tiles.     That  is  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  Morrill.  And  if  the  bill  passes  to-day,  1  understand  there  is 
some  chance  for  the  completion  of  the  flooring  in  time  for  the  inaugfu- 
ration.     Passed. 

Februarys,  1881. 

Be  it  enacted^  etc.^  That  the  sum  of  $26,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessaiy  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  place  a  flooring 
of  marble  and  encaustic  tiles  in  the  large  halls  of  the  National  Museum 
building,  to  be  expended  according  to  the  plans  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  building  commission  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  under  whose  supervision  the  Museum  has  been  constructed.^ 

(Stat.,  XXI,  324.) 

*  Building  commission:  William  T.  Sherman,  Peter  Parker,  and  8.  F.  Baird.  After 
competitive  bids,  marble  tiles  were  furnished  by  Emil  Fritsch  of  New  York,  and 
encaustic  tiles  by  the  United  States  Encaustic  Tile  Company,  of  Indianapolis. 
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STREET   RAILROAD   TO   NATIONAL  MUSEUM. 
December  16.  1880— Senate. 

A  bill  (S.  257)  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Capitol,  North 

0  Street,  and  South  Washington  Eailway  Company,  considered. 

Mr.  George  F.  Edmunds.  It  was  suggested  to  me  the  other  day  by 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  National  Museum,  that  in  the  public 
interest  it  might  be  well  to  allow  this  company  to  run  a  track  along  B 
street  south,  which  would  bring  the  public  by  this  cheap  method  of 
transportation  directly  to  the  door  of  the  National  Museum.  As  the 
tracks  are  now,  it  requires  a  walk  of  what  would  amount  probably  to 
two  squares  or  so  from  the  nearest  point  where  the  cars  run  to  reach 
the  Museum. 

Mr.  William  P.  Whyte.  The  subject  of  the  proximity  of  the 
National  Museum  to  this  route  has  l>een  suggested  and  considered, 
and  I  am  about  to  oflfer  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee  another 
amendment,  diflferent  in  its  character,  to  take  the  place  of  matter  in 
the  amendment  of  the  committee,  and  with  it  will  have  read  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  Mr.  Baird,  upon  the  subject,  and  I  think  it  will  be 
satisfactory. 

Smithsonian  Inotitution, 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  21,  1880. 
Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  and  in  reply  beg  to  say  that 

1  would  earnestly  commend  to  the  favorable  attention  of  the  proper  authorities  the 
proposed  plan  of  extension  of  your  line  of  street  railway.  Passing  along  Fourteenth 
to  B  street  South,  the  line  w^ould  accommodate  visitors  to  and  employees  of  the 
United  States  carp  ponds,  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  the  Washington 
Monument,  the  Agricultural  Department,  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  the  new 
National  Museum  building.  One  of  the  principal  entrances  of  the  last-mentioned 
establishment  will  be  on  B  street,  the  entire  north  side  of  which  belongs  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government. 

Although  B  street  is  not  among  the  widest  streets  of  the  city,  ample  room  would 
be  left  for  a  railroad  were  a  single  railway  track  laid  near  its  north  curb.  There 
could  be  sidings  or  turnouts  at  Ninth  or  Twelfth  street 

Very  respectfully,  Spenckr  F.  Baibd, 

Secreiary. 
Charles  White,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Columbia,  North  O  Street 

and  South  Washington  Railway  Company. 

NATIONAL  MUSEUM — ESTIMATES. 

December  1,  1879 — House. 

Estimates  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1881,  through  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

For  cases,  furniture,  and  fixtures  required  for  the  exhibition  of  the 
collections  of  geology,  mineralogy,  natural  history,  ethnology,  tec^h- 
nology,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  those  presented  to 
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the  Government  at  the  Centennial  in  1876,  to  be  immediately  availa- 
ble, $J5,0<K). 

For  steam-heating  apparatus  and  fuel  for  new  National  Museum 
building,  to  be  inunediately  available,  ^20,000. 

For  water  and  gas  fixtures  and  electrical  apparatus  for  new  National 
MiLseum  building,  to  }x?jMmmediately  available,  $10,000. 

For  the  preservation  and  care  of  the  collections  of  the  surveying  and 
exploring  expeditions  of  the  Government,  and  the  objects  presented 
to  the  United  States  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  1876,  $60,000.* 

Preservation  of  collections.  Armory  building:  For  watching,  care, 
and  storage  of  articles  belonging  to  the  United  States,  including  those 
from  the  Centennial,  and  transfer  to  the  new  National  Museum,  $2,500. 

Smithsonian  iNsmnmoN, 

September  JPJ,  JS79. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  estimates  for  the  National  Museum 
in  charge  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1881, 
with  the  following  explanations: 

The  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  the  **  Preservation  and  care  of  the  col- 
lections and  the  distribution  of  duplicates  "  for  1878-79  were  $23,000,  and  for  1879-^ 
$28,000. 

These  sums  were  required  for  the  proper  care  and  exhibition  of  the  collectioiia 
then  and  now  in  the  Smitlisonian  Institution.  During  the  coming  year,  however, 
arrangements  must  be  made  for  unpacking,  cleaning,  assorting,  putting  in  order,  and 
exhibiting  the  extensive  and  additional  collections  received  at  the  Centennial  in  1876^ 
and  now  stored  in  lx)xes  in  the  Armory  and  elsewhere. 

Congress  liaving  made  provision  for  a  new  and  large  building,  covering  nearly  2} 
acres,  for  the  suitable  exhibition  of  the  mineral  wealth,  the  animal  and  vegetable 
resourccH,  the  fisheries,  and  the  ethnology  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  for  the 
valuable  donations  made  at  the  Centennial  by  foreign  Governments,  the  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  have  carried  out  the  law,  proceeded  with  the  erection  ol 
the  National  Museiun,  and  will  soon  have  it  ready  for  occupancy. 

No  appropriation  having  been  made  for  furniture,  cases,  fixtures,  heating,  light- 
ing, water,  signal,  and  other  arrangements  required  for  the  new  building,  the  accom- 
panying schedule  includes  the  estimates  of  what  is  considered  necessary  for  these 
purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 

Secretary  Stnithsonian  InstihUion, 
Hon.  C.  ScHCRZ, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 


October  U,  1S79. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  of  the  11th 
instant  instructing  me  to  report  to  the  Department  estimates  of  the  amounts  which 
will  l>e  required  for  postage  and  for  printing  and  binding  for  the  National  Museum 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1881. 

For  x>ostage:  Stamps  are  desired  of  different  values,  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,  as 
in  previous  years. 

For  printing  and  binding:  For  printing  labels,  circulars,  and  blanks  for  the  service 
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rational  Museum,  $2,500.     For  printing  '*BulletinH*'  and  "  Prooeedings  of  the 
J  Museum,"  $7,500. 
^ery  respectfully, 

Spencer  F.  Baird. 
Secretary  Smiihwman  Jruttitution. 

C.  SCHURZ, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

y  13,  1880. 

Ln  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  askins:  estimate  for  amounts  of 
postage  that  will  be  required  by  the  National  Museum  for  the  finc^l  year 
June  30,  1881,  and  the  remainder  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  I  have  to  say, 
•  the  former  and  $300  for  the  latter  period, 
am,  very  truly,  yours, 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 

Secretary. 
cje  M.  Lockwood, 
ChieJ  Clerk,  Department  of  the  Interior. 

,  1880. 

[n  the  interest  of  the  National  Museum,  I  would  respectfully  submit  to  your 

ration  the  propriety  of  introducing  the  ac:companying  amendments  into  the 

civil  bill. 

1  the  climates  for  the  cost  of  the  steam  heating  apparatus  and  that  of 

ig  and  gas  fitting  for  the  National  Museum  were  transmitted  last  autumn  to 

asury  Department  we  had  had  no  carefully  determined  details  of  the-  work, 

•ely  reporteil  provisionally.     Since  then,  however,  we  have  had  competitive 

om  various  parties  and  find  that  I  underrated  the  amount  ami  character  of 

serial  and  labor  involved. 

owest  estimate  for  the  steam  heating  is  $19,500,  and  this  does  not  include  the 

[naking  and  walling  up  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  brick  trenches. 

lilar  understatement  exists  in  regard  to  the  plumbing,  gas  fitting,  and  elec- 

)paratus. 

e  asked  that  the  amount  be  made  immediately  available,  as  the  continuation 

apletion  of  the  regular  work  on  the  building  awaits  the  receipt  of  this  appro- 

I. 

bird  item  is  for  the  relieving  sewer,  which  is  absolutely  nec^essary  to  prevent 

ement  of  the  new  building  from  being  flooded  by  backwater  during  heavy 

We  have  found  by  experience  that  the  pipe  already  inserted  m  insufficient, 

t  serious  injury  to  the  foundations  and  basement  of  the  building  will  result 

:  this  relief  is  afforded. 

''ery  respectfully,  your  obe<iient  per\'ant, 

Spen'cer  F.  Baipd. 
James  B.  Beck, 
Chairman  Snltcommittee  on  Apjyropriations,  Ihdted  St^UfA  Senate. 

Jig  apparatus:  Steam  heating  apparatus  an* I  fuel  for  new  National  Musi>um 

ly  $22,500,  to  \yQ  immediately  available. 

r  and  gas  fixtures:  Water  and  gas  fixtures  and  electric  api>aratus  for  new 

il  Museum  building,  $12,500,  to  be  immediately  available. 

.onstruction  of  relieving  sewer,  with  the  necessary  manhok's  ami  tra{)s,  from 

:  National  Museum  building  to  the  Seventh  street  sewer,  $1,000. 
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October  7.  f880. 

Smitiihonian  Institution, 
WashingUmf  October  7,  JS80, 
Sik:  1  have  tho  lionor  to  arknowlwlpo  tho  rti«'oii)t  of  your  circular  of  September 
30,  iiiHtnictin^  tik^  to  rei>ort.  to  tlu;  IH*]Kirtiimnt  c^Htiiimteri  of  the  amounts  that  will  be 
requinnl  for  iK>stagc  and  for  printing  and  binding  for  the  National  Moaenin  during 
the  liwal  year  ending  June  IW,  1882. 

For  iM)Htage:  Staini)H  an'  (U^ired  of  diffen.4)t  valueH  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,  at)  in 
previoUH  yearn. 

For  printing  and  binding:  For  ])rinting  lalx^ln,  eircularH,  and  blanks  for  the  servioe 
of  tlie  Xational  Miifltmm,  $4,0(X).  For  printing  "  Bulletinn"  and  ''Proceedings  of  the 
National  ^luHeuni,"  $10,000. 

A'ery  n-sin^etfully,  your  ol>e<lient  perN'ant, 

Shencsr  F.  Baird, 
Secretary  SmUh^onian  Inttiiuiwru 
Hon.  CwiL  S<-iirii/, 

Srcretari/  of  the  Interior. 

December  6,  1880 — House. 

F^timatjes  for  1882. 

For  cases,  furnituro,  and  fixtures  required  for  the  exhibition  of  the 
collections  of  geology,  niinenilojify,  natural  history,  ethnology,  tech- 
nology, etc.,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  $75,000. 

For  exi^Mise  of  heating,  lighting,  telephonic  and  electrical  service 
for  the  new  Museum  })uilding,  $6,0<X). 

For  the  i)reservation  and  care  of  the  collections  of  the  surveying 
and  (exploring  expeditions  of  the  Government,  $55,000. 

Armory  building:  For  watching,  care,  and  storage  of  duplicate 
Government  collections  and  of  property  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  Commission, 
Armory  building,  $2,500. 

December  21,  1880. 

National  Muskum  Building  Commihsion, 

Office  of  Smithsonian  Inotitution, 

Washmgttxn,  D.  C,  December  m^  1880, 
Slit:    I  have  the  honor  to  iucloHC  herewith  an  estimate  for  a  deficiency  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  8ew(^r  of  the  National  Mumuin  building,  and  to  request  that  it 
be  introiluecd,  if  jxiBHible,  into  the  ])endiiig  bill. 
ResiKK^tfully,  yourn, 

Spencrr  F.  Baird. 
Hon.  John  Shekman, 

St^tretnrij  of  tJu:  Treanury. 

National  Museum  relieving  newer:  Additional  amount  required  for  running  reliev- 
ing sower  into  North  H  street  newer  instead  of  into  Seventh  street  sewer,  $700. 

NoTK. — An  approi)riation  of  $1,000  was  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  to  con- 
struct a  relieving  sewer  from  the  National  Museum  building  to  Seventh  street.  It  is 
f<nind,  however,«that  this  will  not  answer  the  purpose  and  that  the  relieving  sewer 
must  Ihj  earriwl  into  the  NortKB  street  sewer  directly  instead  of  indirectly  by  way 
of  Seventh  strei^t.  The  distance  is  two-thirds  greater  and  the  additional  amount  of 
$700  is  re(iuire<l  to  effect  the  desiriMl  result,  the  sewer  bi^Jng  absolutely  noceesary  to 
the  safety  of  the  new  Muwjum  buildiug. 
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ry  18,  1881.— House. 

eficiency  estimates  for  1881,  etv.,  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury. 

itional  Museum  relieving  sewer:  Additional  amount  required  for 

ling  the  relieving  sewer  of  the  National  Museum  building  into  the 

:h  B  street  sewer  instead  of  into  the  Seventh  street  sewer,  $900. 

TE. — The  Soiitli  B  street  sewer  l^ing  entirely  insufficient  for  the  drainage  of 
ew  National  Museum  building  and  involving  serious  injury  to  the  foundations 
o  the  floors,  an  appropriation  of  $1,000  was  made  at  the  last  session  of  C/ongress 
taking  a  connection  with  the  sewer  of  Seventh  street.  A  careful  investigation, 
ig  last  summer's  rains,  showed  this  equally  inadequate  to  the  test,  and  the 
)priation  was  not  expended.  The  alternative  is  to  make  a  sewer  conne<!tion 
t  to  North  B  street,  and  as  the  distance  to  be  traversed  is  nearly  twice  as  great 
at  originally  estimated  for,  the  additional  amount  of  $900  is  required. 

reservation  of  collections,  Smithsonian  Institution:  For  expense  of 
sfer  to  and  arrangement  in  the  new  National  Museum  building  of 
collections  of  the  United  States  surveying  and  exploring  expedi- 
i  and  of  the  specimens  presented  to  the  United  States  at  the  Inter- 
>nal  Exhibition  of  1876,  $10,000,  being  for  the  sei*vice  of  the 
ent  fiscal  year. 

)  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  to  pay  the  commission  not 
icceed  three-eighths  of  1  per  cent  for  disbursing  the  appropriations 
e  for  the  construction  of  a  fireproof  building  for  the  National 
eum,  $1,081.87. 

TE. — The  disbursements  referred  to  were  made  under  an  appointment  from  the 
itary  of  the  Treasury,  but  a  doubt  having  arisen  as  to  whether  a  commission 
>e  allowed  on  payments  made  for  this  class  of  pul^c  buildings,  the  question  is 
litted  for  the  determination  of  Congress. 

eference  to  act,  March  3,  1876;  Stat.  XVIII,  p.  415,  sec.  4,  and  Revised  Statutes, 
,  sec.  255,  and  p.  719,  sees.  3657-3658;  Ex.  Doc.  44.) 

mry  23,  1881. 

Smithsonian  Institdtion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  SS,  1881. 
V.  One  of  the  most  important  of  the  proposed  exhibits  in  the  new  National 
;um  building  will  be  a  series  illustrating  the  economical  geology  of  North 
ricA,  to  include  all  the  varieties  of  ores,  of  metals — from  ever}'  noted  mine  in 
Jnited  States;  building  stones;  combustibles — as  coal,  petroleum,  etc.;  and  pot- 
earth,  clayH,  etc.  These  will  be  supplemented  by  the  very  extensive  coUec- 
of  foreign  minerals  presented  to  the  United  States  at  the  Philadelphia  Exhibi- 
af  1876.  One-fourth,  or  more,  of  the  entire  building,  including  a  space  of  more 
25,000  square  feet  of  floor,  will  be  devotee!  to  these  series. 

•.  George  W.  Hawes,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  department  of  mineralogy  of 
nstitution,  has  l)een  chai^ged  with  the  preparation  of  a  report  upon  the  build- 
fiaterials  of  the  United  States.  For  this  purpose  samples  of  building  material 
all  parts  of  the  country  have  been  asked  for  and  are  l)eing  gathered,  in  addi- 
to  a  very  extensive  collection  already  in  the  Museum. 

e  great  question  in  connection  with  this  subject  is  the  resistance  of  the  building 
rial  to  atmospheric  influences  and  to  superincumbent  pressure.  The  former 
ties  can  be  determined  in  the  laboratory  of  the  National  Museum  by  the  exist- 
acilities,  but  the  latter  quality  requires  a  machine  specially  constructed  for  the 
ose. 
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Desirous  of  ascertaining  whether  such  a  machine  was  already  available  in  this  city, 
I  made  inquiry  of  the  various  Departments  and  am  informed  that  there  ia  nothing 
extant  which  meets  tlie  retjuirements  of  the  case,  and  that  while  the  tensile  strength 
of  iron  and  steel  can  be  really  ascertained,  there  is  nothing  by  which  the  resistance 
of  pressure  of  stone  and  wood  can  be  determined  with  precision  and  convenience. 

As  the  investigation  of  Dr.  Hawes  will  involve  a  critical  consideration  of  a  vast 
amount  of  material  intended  to  he  use<l  or  available  for  the  construction  of  public 
buildings  in  the  United  States,  I  would  respectfully  ask  an  appropriation  of  $7,000 
for  the  purpose  in  question,  the  machine  to  be  arranged  in  the  geological  department 
of  the  National  Museum,  and  in  addition  to  its  special  application,  to  l>e  used  in 
behalf  of  any  applicant  who  shall  forward  samples  of  stone  to  be  tested  of  proper 
sizes. 

The  information  gained  by  a  single  experiment  in  connection  with  selecting  mate- 
rial for  a  public  building  may  be  worth  many  times  the  cost  of  the  machine. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spencer  F,  Baird, 
Secretary  y  Smithsonian  IntiUuiian, 
Hon.  H.  G.  Davis, 

Chairman  Senate  Committee  on  Appropiiations, 

Test  machine:  For  the  construction  of  a  machine  for  determining  the  strength  of 
building  stone  and  wood,  in  connection  with  the  collections  of  the  National  Museum, 

$7,000. 

NATIONAL  MUSEUM — APPROPRIATIONS. 
March  31,1880— Senate. 

In  the  deficiency  bill  (H.  4924)  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1880, 
etc.,  were  the  following: 

For  steam  heating  apparatus  and  fuel  for  the  new  National  Museum  building, 
$20,000. 

For  water  and  gas  fixtures  and  electrical  apparatus  for  the  new  National  Museum 
building,  $10,000. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Eaton.  This  is  a  veiy  large  increase  over  the  appropri- 
ations made  by  the  other  House,  and  therefore  I  feel  that  it  is  proper 
that  I  should  make  a  very  brief  explanation  of  it. 

Professor  Baird  came  before  us  and  satisfied  your  committee  that  it 
would  be  a  very  great  saving  of  expense  to  the  Government  if  the 
steam  heating  appanitus,  the  water  and  gas  fixtures  and  electrical 
apparatus  can  be  put  into  the  new  Museum  building  between  this  time 
and  the  1st  of  July.  The  building  can  not  be  finished  until  that  is 
done.  They  have  arrived  at  a  point  in  the  construction  of  the  build- 
ing when  it  becomes  necessary  to  add  these  features  to  it.  Therefore 
the  committee  were  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  this  appropria- 
tion ought  to  be  made.     I  will  read  a  letter  from  Professor  Baird. 

SMrrHSONiAN  Institution, 

Washington^  D.  C,  March  10,  1880, 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  ask  the  Appropriation  Committee  of  the  Senate  to  insert 

in  the  special  deficiency  bill,  whenever  it  may  come  before  the  committee,  certain 

items  herewith  inclosed  in  reference  to  the  National  Museum,  now  included  in  the 

estimates  of  the  next  fiscal  year.     The  appropriation  made  by  Congress  of  $250,000 
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for  the  building  itaelf  will  he  Hufficient  to  complete  it.  The  heating  apparatus,  how- 
ever, the  plumbing,  and  the  electrical  arrangements  w^ill  necessarily  require  a  separate 
appropriation. 

The  building  is  now  nearly  completed  and  will  probably  lye  out  of  the  contractor's 
hands  by  the  1st  of  June.  It  will  greatly  facilitate  its  prompt  CK;cupation  if  the 
appropriation  asked  for  can  be  made. 

Very  respectfully,  Spencer  F.  Baird. 

Hon.  H.  G.  Davis, 

Chairman  Appropriation  CommiUee,  United  States  Senate, 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

June  16,  1880. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1881. 

For  cases,  furniture,  and  fixtures  for  the  reception,  care,  and  exhi- 
bition of  the  collections  of  geology,  mineralogy,  ethnology,  technology, 
and  natural  history,  presented  to  the  Government  by  foreign  nations, 
^0,000. 

For  a  steam  heating  apparatus  and  for  fuel,  $25,000,  to  be  inmiedi- 
ately  available. 

For  water,  gas-fixtures,  and  electrical  appai-atus,  $12,600,  to  be 
immediately  available. 

For  construction  of  relieving  sewer,  with  the  necessary  man-holes 
and  traps,  from  the  new  National  Museiun  building  to  the  Seventh- 
street  sewer,  $1,000. 

(Stat.,  XXI,  272.) 

For  preservation  and  care  of  the  collections  of  the  sui^veying  and 
exploring  expeditions  of  the  Government  and  the  objects  presented 
to  the  United  States  at  the  International  Exhibition  of  1876,  $45,000. 

Armory  building:  For  expense  of  watching,  care,  and  storage  of 
articles  belonging  to  the  United  States,  including  those  transferred 
from  the  International  Exhibition  of  1876,  and  for  transfer  to  the  new 
National  Museum,  $2,500. 

(Stat,  XXI,  276.) 
February  26,  1881— House. 

In  considering  the  sundry  civil  bill  for  1882,  an  item  ($60,000)  for 
cases,  furniture,  and  fixtures  required  for  the  exhibition  of  the  (collec- 
tions of  geology,  mineralogy,  natural  history,  ethnology,  and  tech- 
nology belonging  to  the  United  States  was  passed. 

Mr.  Van  H.  Manning.  I  do  not  want  to  arraign  the  gentleman 
from  Greorgia  [Mr.  Blount]  ♦  ♦  ♦  but  I  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  we  have  just  appropriated,  under  the  leadership  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  $25,000  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  ethnological 
rcsear(;hes  among  the  North  American  Indians.  The  question  of  what 
races  of  the  human  family  have  inhabited  this  country  in  years  gone 
by  is  interesting  and  affords  intellectual  pleasure,  but  that  is  all.  The 
masses  will  hardly  keep  up  with  ethnological  researches,  and  would 
receive  no  pecuniary  benefit  if  they  did.     On  a  proposition  involving 
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simply  an  intelloctual  fcnu^t  for  certain  classes  of  iikmi  this  ]>ill  g-ives 
$25,000.     *     *     * 

Mr.  James  H.  Blount.  The  gentlonian  [Mr.  Matminirl  started  out 
bj'  saying  tliat  he  did  not  projjose  to  attack  u\(\  Imt  he  calls  attention 
to  the  appropriation  in  this  bill  for  ethnology  — 

Mr.  Manning;.  And  I  eall  attention  also  to  the  paragraph  just 
passexl,  appropriating  $<)0,(MX)  for  displaying  upon  the  sh(»lves  of  the 
National  MiLseum  ''the  eoUeetions  of  geology,  niitieralogy,  natural 
historj',  ethnology,  and  technology,-'  which  contribute  nothing  at  all 
to  anybody's  material  advancement. 

Mr.  Blount.  If  1  had  my  own  way  al)out  it.  ethnology  and  a  good 
many  other  things  would  not  be  in  this  bill.  I  do  not  statul  here  as 
the  representative  of  my  individual  views,  Imt  I  hav(»  charge  of  the 
bill  as  the  organ  of  the  committee,  and  its  such  1  proixjst*  to  stand  by 
their  conclusions. 

March  3,  1881. 

Suntlrv  civil  act  for  1882. 

For  ca.sefl,  furniture,  and  fixtures  required  for  the  exhibition  of 
the  collections  of  geology,  mineralogy,  natunil  history,  ethnology, 
and  technology-,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  $<)0.000. 

For  expense  of  heating,  lighting,  telephonic  and  electrical  service 
for  the  new  Museum  })uilding,  ^f»,  (MX). 

(Stat.,  XXI,  449.) 

For  preservation  and  care  of  the  collections  of  the  surveying  and 
exploring  expeditions  of  the  Government,  1^55,000. 

Armory  building:  For  expense  of  watching,  cure,  and  stomge  of 
duplicate  Government  collections,  and  of  property  of  the  United  States 
Fish  Commission,  }J2,5(K). 

(Stat,  XXI,  452.) 

March  3.  1881. 

Deficiency  act  for  1881,  etc. 

For  additional  amount  required  for  running  the  relieving  sewer  of 
the  National  Museum  building  into  the  north  H  stn^et  sewer  instead 
of  into  the  Seventh  street  sewer,  $900. 

For  expense  of  transfer  to  and  arrangement  in  th(»  new  National 
Museum  building  of  the  collections  of  the  United  States  surveying 
and  exploring  expeditions,  and  of  the  specimens  presented  to  the 
United  States  at  the  International  Exhibition  of  1870,  ^10,000,  being 
for  the  service  of  the  curi'ent  fiscal  year. 

(Stat,  XXI,  418.) 

IJimARV   OF   (K)NOKE88 — XKW    BUII.DINO. 
December  1,  1879. 

In  his  message  to  Congress,  the  President  (Rutherfoid  B.  Hayes) 
said: 

To  preservo  and  perjx'timte  tlio  national  literature  should  ho,  anionp  the  foromoet 
cjintH  of  the  National  liCgiHlature.     The  library  gathered  at  tlu^  CajJitol  still  rc^mains 
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unprovided  with  any  8uitable  ac'commcxlations  for  its  rapidly  increasing  stores.  The 
magnitude  and  importance  of  the  collection,  increased  as  it  is  by  the  deposits  made 
imder  the  law  of  copyright,  by  domestic  and  foreign  exchanges,  and  by  the  scien- 
tific library  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  call  for  building  accommodations  which 
shall  be  at  once  adequate  and  fireproof.  *  *  *  It  is  earnestly  recx)mmended  as  a 
measure  which  shall  unite  all  suffrages  and  which  should  no  longer  \ye  delaye<l. 

STANDARD  WEIGHTS   AND  MEASURES. 
January  26,  1880— House. 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  186)  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Thomas  Upde- 
GRAFF.     Referred. 

February  12,  1880— House. 
Mr.  A.  H.  Stephens  reported,  with  amendment.     Passed. 

February  16,  1880— Senate. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 
June  1,  1880— Senate. 
Reported  with  amendments. 

June  14,  1880— Senate. 

Passed. 

March  3,  1881. 

Resolved^  etc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to 
cause  a  complete  set  of  all  the  weights  and  measures  adopted  as  standards  to  be 
delivered  to  the  governor  of  each  State  in  the  Union,  for  the  use  of  agricultural  col- 
leges in  the  States,  respectively,  which  have  received  a  grant  of  lands  from  the 
United  States,  and  also  one  set  of  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion: Provided  That  the  cost  of  each  set  shall  not  exceed  $200,  and  a  sum  sufficient 
to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  resolution  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

(Stat.,  XXI,  521.) 

ETHNOLOGY — CONTRIBUTIONS. 
February  6,  1880— House. 

Mr.  P.  Knott  submitted  concurrent  resolution: 

Resolved,  eic. ,  That  there  be  printed  at  the  Government  Printing  Office  5,000  copies 
each  of  volumes  4  and  5  of  Ck>ntributions  to  North  American  Ethnology,  imiform 
with  the  preceding  volumes  of  the  series  and  with  the  necessary  illustrations,  2,000 
copies  of  which  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  1,000  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  and  2,000  for  distribution  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

February  9,  1880— Senate. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Dawts  introduced  above  resolution.     Referred. 

February  19,  1880— Senate. 

Reported  adversely  and  postponed. 

May  5,  1880— House. 

Mr.  Knott's  resolution  passed  amended. 

May  26,  1880— Senate. 

Passed  as  amended,  to  give  3,000  to  House,  1,000  to  Senate,  and 
1,000  to  Smithsonian  Institution.    * 
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February  3,  1881— House. 

Mr.  J.  C  S.  Blackburn  offered  concurrent  resolution  to  print 
6,0<)0  each  of  volumes  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10  of  Contributions  to  North 
American  Ethnology,  3,000  for  the  House,  1,000  for  Senate,  and  2,000 
for  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

February  28,  1881— House. 

Reported  and  adopted  resolution  amended,  3,080  for  House,  1,000 
for  Senate,  1,970  for  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Wilson.  The  object  of  the  amendments  is  to  increase 
the  number  to  each  member  of  the  Hoase,  giving  each  member  ten 
copies. 

Mr.  Harry  White.  Of  what  Congress  will  the  members  be  entitled 
to  copies? 

Mr.  Wiijson.  Those  who  are  members  of  Congress  at  the  time  the 
report  is  printed  will  be  entitled  to  copies. 

Adopted. 

March  2,  1881— Senate. 

Passed. 

ETHNOLOGY — REPORT. 
June  1,  1880— House. 

Mr.  J.  Floyd  Kino  submitted  concurrent  resolution  to  print  15,000 
copies  of  the  [first]  Annual  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of 
Ethnology  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  with  the  necessary  illustra- 
tions, 7,000  for  the  House,  3,000  for  the  Senate,  and  5,000  for  distribu- 
tion l)y  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  Otho  H.  Singleton.  I  desire  to  state  that  this  is  one  of  the 
books  which  have  been  published  from  year  to  year. 

June  9,  1880— House. 
Passed. 

June  14,  1880— Senate. 

Passed. 

February  3,  1881 — House. 

Mr.  J.  C.  S.  Blackburn  offered  concurrent  resolution  to  print 
15,000  copies  of  the  second  and  third  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnol- 
ogy, 7,000  for  the  House,  3,000  for  the  Senate,  and  5,000  for  Bureau 
of  Ethnology. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

February  14,  1881 — House. 

Reported  amended,  to  give  7,272  copies  to  the  House,  3,000  to  the 
Senate,  and  4,728  to  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology.     Agreed  to. 

February  19,  1881— Senate. 
Passed. 
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SMTTHSON   rUN 
March  5,  1880Senate. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Davis,  from  Committee  on  Appropriations,  reported 
(S.  334)  on  bill  (S.  1424),  relative  to  placing  under  the  direct  supervision 
and  control  of  Congress  the  appropriations  known  as  permanent  and 
indefinite. 

A  table  showed  the  amount  paid  on  the  Smithson  fund  as  interest: 
In  1877,  $39,060;  1878,  $40,841;  1879,  $39,060. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  John  Sherman, 
recommended  excepting  the  Smithson  trust  from  any  act  repealing 
the  present  laws. 

REPORT  OF  SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 

March  11,  1880— Senate. 

Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1879  presented  and  oi-dered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  II.  Hamlin  offered  concurrent  resolution  to  print  10,500  copies 
of  the  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1879,  1,000  for  the 
Senate,  3,000  for  the  House  of  Representatives,  6,500  for  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

March  22,  1880—Senate. 

Reported  by  Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony,  and  passed. 

April  21,  1880— House. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Wilson.  I  rise  to  make  a  privileged  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Printing.  That  committee  has  directed  me  to  report 
back,  with  a  recommendation  that  the  House  concur,  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  for  printing  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  (the  House  of  Representatives  concurring).  That  10,500  copies  of 
the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  year  1879  be  printed,  1,000  copies 
of  which  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  3,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  6,500  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  M.  DuNNELL.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from  West  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wilson]  would  consent  to  an  amendment.  I  would  like  to  amend  this 
resolution  by  striking  out  the  word  "  ten"  and  inserting  ••'  fifteen,"  so 
as  to  provide  for  printing  15,500  copies  of  this  report. 

Mr.  Wilson.  This  resolution  proposes  the  number  which  has  been 
printed  every  year  for  a  long  series  of  yeats,  and  which  1  believe  has 
been  found  sufficient. 

Mr.  Bunnell.  This  Smithsonian  Report  is  a  very  valuable  document. 
Members  of  the  House  are  in  the  habit  of  getting  seven  or  perhaps 
nine  copies  each.  There  are  more  than  that  number  of  public  libraries 
in  every  Congressional  district  in  the  country.     This  is  a  report  which 
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we  may  well  print  in  larger  nimil>er  than  is  here  proposed.  I  have 
already  very  man}'  (Mills  for  it.  After  the  document  ha«  l>een  printed 
and  stereotyped  the  expense  of  a  few  thousand  additional  cx)pies  is 
very  trifling  indeed.  It  costs  more  to  print  the  i*eports  which  are  sent 
around  to  memlxM's  only  to  fill  up  their  rooms  than  it  would  to  print 
5,0(MJ,  yes,  1<),0<K),  additional  copies  of  the  Smithsonian  Report. 

I  move  to  amend  })y  striking  out  "  ten  "  and  inserting  '"fifteen,"  so 
as  to  provide  for  printing  15,50<)  copies  and  then  the  distribution  can 
be  arranged  so  as  to  give  the  House  and  the  Senate  this  additional  A 

5,(KM>— 8,500  to  the  House  and  1,500  to  the  Senate.  f 

Mr.  Wii>*c)x.  I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  accept  the  amendment  for 
the  reiuson 

Mr.  DuNNELL.  Well,  I  understiind  that  it  is  my  right  to  move  the 
amendment. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  S.  J.  Randall).  It  is,  if  the  gentleman  from 
West  Virginia  yields  for  that  puipose  l>efore  demanding  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Wilson.   I  have  not  yielded  except  to  hear  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  J.  D.  New.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I  wish  to  inquire 
whether  this  matter  is  or  is  not  now  before  the  House  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  call  for  the  regular  order  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan. 

The  Speaker.  Under  the  iniles,  the  Committee  on  Printing  has  the 
right  to  report  at  any  time  touching  matter 

Mr.  New.  I  do  not  care  to  hear  the  rule  read. 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  from  West  Virginia  has  the  right  to 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Printing  under  the  rules;  and  because 
of  that  right  he  has  been  recognized. 

Mr.  DuNNELL.  I  presume  that  my  motion  is  in  order. 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  from  West  Virginia  is  on  the  floor 
and  states  that  he  does  not  yield  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Dunnell.  I  did  not  ask  him  to  yield.  I  addressed  the  Chair 
and  made  my  motion  to  amend.  The  previous  question  has  not  been 
called. 

The  Speaker.  Until  an  adverse  vote  by  the  House,  the  resolu- 
tion is  under  the  control  of  the  gentleman  from  West  Virginia  who 
reports  it. 

Mr.  Dunnell.  Does  the  Chair  undertake  to  say  that  a  resolution 
reported  here  is  not  open  to  amendment? 

The  Speaker.  The  Chair  states  that  the  gentleman  reporting  a 
measure  has  the  right  to  test  the  sense  of  the  House  as  to  cutting  off 
amendments  by  calling  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  DuNNELii.  The  gentleman  has  not  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 


•Xi 
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The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  is  still  on  the  floor  and  declines  to 
'Id  for  an  amendment. 

Mr.  DuNNELL.  I  wa«  ree-ognized  to  make  a  motion  to  amend;  I  have 
de  such  a  motion,  and  I  was  heard  upon  that  motion. 
The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  from  West  Virginia  states  that  he 
Ided  for  a  suggestion,  not  for  an  amendment.  The  Chair  uniformly 
jognizes  the  right  of  a  member  reporting  a  measure  to  retain  its 
itrol  until  an  adverse  vote  by  the  House. 

VIr.  Dunnell.  I  can  not  understand  why  the  gentleman  from  West 
rginia  should  object  to  allowing  an  amendment. 
The  Speaker.  That  is  another  question — a  question  with  which  the 
air  has  nothing  to  do.  * 

Mr.  DuNNELL.  The  gentleman  is  not  under  instructions  of  the  com- 
btee  not  to  allow  an  amendment  to  be  oflFered. 
Mr.  Wilson.  I  can  not  yield  further.  This  subject  has  undergone 
estigation  by  the  Conmiittee  on  Printing  in  the  Senate.  The  Sen- 
passed  it  without  objection.  It  has  come  to  the  House  and  gone 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  DuNNELX..  Because  it  parsed  the  Senate  without  objection  is 
reason  why  we  should  pass  it  without  objection. 
Mr.  Wilson.  I  beg  to  say  this  amount  has  been  recommended  by 
1  Department,  and  it  is  all  that  is  asked.     I  demand  the  previous 
jstion. 

Mr.  DuNNELL.  We  are  not  legislating  for  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
n,  but  we  are  legislating  for  the  country  at  large.  The  Smithsonian 
s  two-thirds  of  what  we  vote  here.  I  hope  the  previous  question 
1  be  voted  down,  so  we  may  test  this  question  in  behalf  of  the 
)ple. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  not  seconded. 
Mr.  Dlts'nell.  I  move  to  strike  out  "ten  thousand  five  hundred" 
I  insert  "fifteen  thousand  five  hundred,"  and  to  provide  that  5,000 
)ies  be  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  8,000  for  the 
use,  and  2,500  for  the  Senate. 

The  Speaker.  The  resolution,  if  amended,  will  read  as  follows: 
Che  Clerk  read  lus  follows: 

k'9oli^d  by  the  JSenate  (the  House  of  RepreserUaiive*  concurring  therein) ^  That  15,500 
ies  of  the  report  of  the  SniithBonian  Institution  for  the  year  1879  he  printed; 
K)  copies  of  which  shall  he  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  8,000  copies  for  the  use  of 
House  of  Representatives,  and  5,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

At.  Richard  W.  Townshend,  of  Illinois.  What  will  be  the  addi- 
fial  cost? 

Ar.  Bunnell.  I  am  unable  to  say. 

Ar.  Richard  W.  Townshend,  of  Illinois.  Would  it  be  small? 
^Ir.  DuNNELL.  Very  small;  as  the  expense  will  only  be  for  print- 
aud  paper,  the  plates  })eing  stereotyped. 
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Mr.  John  H.  Reacjan.  What  is  the  use  of  6,0(X)  for  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution? 

Mr.  Bunnell.  Five  thousand  is  enough  for  the  use  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.  I  demand  the  previous  <|uestion  on  the  concurrent 
resolution  and  amendment. 

Adopted. 

%pnl22,  1880— Senate. 
Passed  as  amended  by  House. 

%pnl23,  1880— Senate.  \ 

Mr.  H.   Hamlin   moved  that   the   House    of   Representatives   be  ' 

recjuested  to  return  to  the  §enate  the  resohition  for  printing  the  Smith- 
sonian report  for  1871),  upon  which  he  entered  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

Agreed  to. 

\pril  26,  1880— Senate. 

Mr.  H.  Hamlin.  On  Friday  I  entered  a  motion  to  reconsider  the 
^'^ote  by  which  this  Ixnly  <roncurred  in  the  House  amendment  to  the 
[•esolution  ordering  the  printing  of  the  Smithsonian  report.  I  was 
t'ery  sure  there  was  some  misapprehension  about  it.  I  have  con- 
ferred with  the  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  W.  P.  Whyte],  the  cliair- 
iian  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  he  concurs  with  me.  I  hope 
:herefore  that  the  vote  will  be  reconsidered,  and  the  resolution 
referred  to  that  committee.  1  will  say  action  in  both  Houses  was  had 
svithout  a  reference. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  W.  A.  Wheeler).  The  Chair  hears  no 
objection  to  the  request  of  the  Senator  from  Maine.  The  vote  will 
[)e  regarded  as  reconsidered  and  the  resolution  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  with  the  amendment  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

ipr//27,  1880— Senate. 

House  amendments  nonconcurred  in. 

ipn'l  28,  1880Senate. 
Conferees  appointed. 

Ifa/  21,  1880— House. 

Mr.  B.  Wilson,  from  conference  committee  on  resolution  to  print 
Smithsonian  Report  for  1879,  submitted  the  following: 

•  The  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
imendments  of  the  IIouHe  of  Representatives  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  print 
jxtra  copies  of  the  Rei)ort  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  year  1879,  having 
net,  after  a  full  and  free  conference  have  agreed  to  recommend  and  do  recommend 
X)  their  resi)ective  Houses  as  follows: 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  House 
lumbered  1  and  2,  and  agree  to  the  same. 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  House 
lumljered  3,  and  agree  to  the  same  with  the  following  amendment:  Strike  out 

*  eight "  and  insert  ''six;''  and  the  House  agree  to  the  same.  I 
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t  the  Senate  recede  from  its  diHagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  House 
3itKl  4,  and  agree  to  the  same  with  the  following  amendment:  Strike  out  "  five 
ind"  and  insert  ** seven  thousand;''  and  the  House  agree  to  the  same. 

B.  Wilson, 
P.  C.  Hayes, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
M.  W.  Ransom, 
H.  B.  Anthony, 
Managers  on  the  jmrt  of  tfie  Senate, 

\  J.  D.  C.  Atkins.    Will  the  gentleman  from  West  Virginia  give 

me  explanation  of  this  report  ^ 

•.  Wilson.   There  is  a  written  explanation  accompanying  the 

•t.     I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  it. 

e  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Committee  on  Printing  present  the  following  statement  to  accompany  the 

of  the  conference  committee  on  the  Senate  concurrent  resolution  to  print  the 

t  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1879: 

original  resolution,  with  the  House  amendment  thereto,  made  the  following 

mtion: 

cv>pieii. 

3  number  onlered 15,500 

le  use  of  the  Senate 2, 500 

le  use  of  the  House 8, 000 

le  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 5, 000 

conference  report,  if  adopted,  will  reduce  the  number  of  copies  for  the  use  of 

ouse  by  2,000,  which  will  transfer  to  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 

ig  the  distribution  as  follows: 

Copies. 

I  number  ordereil 15, 500 

le  use  of  the  Senate 2, 500 

le  use  of  the  House 6, 000 

le  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 7, 000 

•.  Roger  Q.  Mills.  I  want  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  West 
inia  [Mr.  Wilson]  why  the  committee  give  the  Smithsonian 
^ution  a  larger  number  of  these  volumes  than  they  give  to  the 
B  House  of  Representatives? 

'.  Wilson.  Because  we  are  informed  by  officers  of  the  Smith- 
n  Institution  that  a  large  number  of  these  reports  are  sent 
id  in  exchange  for  rare  scientific  books,  which  can  not  be  bought, 
1  are  not  in  the  market;  and  the  value  to  our  libraries  of  the 
3  which  we  thus  receive  is  much  greater  than  the  cost  of  these 
•ts. 

'.  Mark  H.  Bunnell.  It  will  be  noticed  upon  examining  the  con- 
ce  report  and  the  accompanying  statement  that  by  the  adoption 
is  report  we  shall  lose  all  the  benefit  of  the  additional  number 
I  bv  the  House,  while  the  Senate  retains  the  full  benefit  of  that 
ion.  The  conference  report,  while  giving  to  the  Senate  the  whole 
)er  that  the  House  agreed  to,  reduces  our  share  by  2,000. 
H.  Doc.  732 54 
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Mr.  WiusoN.  It  is  vorv  nooessarv  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
loiild  havo  7,<MX)  oopios  of  this  dcxninKMit.     As  T  have  already  stated, 
0  aro  informed  hv  an  officer  of  the  Institution  that  rare  scientific 
)oks  from  Kuro{)e  are  n»eeived  in  (»xehanjro  for  these  reports. 
Mr.  Mills.    Do  we  exchange  one  lHK)k  for  one^ 
Mr.  WiLs<.)N.   Yc\s,  sir;  one  for  one. 

Mr.  Atkins.  How  matiy  of  these  rejM)rts  will  the  House  re^^eive? 
Mr.  Wii-s<)N.  Six  thousand. 
Mr.  Atkins.  And  the  Seriate  how  manv^ 
Mr.  Wilson.  Twentv-five  hundred.    • 

Mr.  Atkins.  Is  that  in  aeeordancc*  with  the  numerical  proportion 
?  the  two  bodies^ 

Mr.  DuNNELL.  My  objection  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
>nfer<Miee  is  that  tho  House  conferei^s  have  conceded  everything  to  the 
['uate  and  reserved  nothing  to  the  House.  Th(\v  have  given  up  for 
ic  benefit  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  the  2,(KK)  copies  which  we 
Ided  to  our  proportion,  while  the  Senate  receives  the  full  number 
lat  we  originally  agreed  on.  There  is  no  proper  proix)rtion  between 
le  nuin>)er  .granted  to  the  House  and  the  number  granted  to  the 
Miate. 

Mr.  Wilson.   I  wish  to  say  that  the  present  Committt^e  on  Print- 
ig  has  broken  through  the  rule  heretofore  established;  and  under  the 
^tion  of  the  committee  the  memlwrs  of  the  House  will  get  a  very 
uch  larger  number  of  report^  than  they  have  received  heretofoi'e. 
Mr.  DiTNNELL.  Certainly  not  by  this  report. 
Mr.  Wilson.  That  is  the  l)est  conclusion  we  can  come  to. 
Mr.  Alkxander  H.  Cop'froth.  Then  reject  it. 
The  House  divided;  and  there  were  aves,  47;  noes,  46. 
So  the  conference  report  was  adopted. 

1/  22,  1880— Senate. 
Conference  report  adopted. 
nuary  10.  1881— House. 

Mr.  M.  P.  O'Connor  introduced  joint  resolution  (H.  364): 

Remlvtd^  dr.,  Tliat  8,(K)()  copicH  oi  eat-h  of  tlie  reporta  of  tlie  ISinitlij^onian  Instita- 
)ii,  together  witli  the  (loeiimeutiiry  hiytory  an<l  journalH  and  life  and  writings  of 
ineH  SniithHon,  with  ilhwtrations,  Ihj  printe<l  from  the  Hton^^type  plates  now  in  the 
mgrewional  Printing  OfHoe,  of  wliich  1,500  whall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Housei  500 
r  the  uw  of  the  Senate,  and  1,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Referred  to  Coiuuiittee  on  Printing. 
nuary  28,  1881— House. 

Mr.  Philip  C.  Haves,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 

ith  amendments  joint  resolution  (H.  3(54)  for  printing  Smithsonian 

iports: 

liewhedy  etc.,  Tliat  IJ.OOO  fopicH  r)f  eaoli  of  the  reiH)rts  of  the  Smithsonian  Instita- 
)n,  together  with  the  documentary  history  and  journals  and  life  and  writings  of 
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mithson,  with  illustrationH,  be  printed  from  the  stereotyixj  plates  now  in  the 
dional  Printing  OflBce,  of  which  1,500  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House,  500 
^nate,  and  1,000  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

amendments  were  to  strike  out  ''documentar}'  histoiy  and 
Ls  and; "  after  the  words  "  five  hundred"  to  insert  "  and  fifteen;" 

strike  out  '*onc  thoasand"  and  insert  ''nine  hundred  and 
-five." 

pted. 

'  /,  1881— Senate. 

Drted  adversely  and  postponed  indefinitely. 

20,  1881— Senate. 

RoBKKT  E.  Withers  submitted  concurrent  resolution  to  print 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1880, 
'or  the  Senate,  6,000  for  the  House,  and  7,000  for  the  Smith- 
Institution, 
rred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

25,  1881— Senate. 

n'ted  and  amended  to  print  15,560  copies,  2,500  for  Senate, 
for  the  House,  and  7,000  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
ed. 

'  3,  1881— House. 

current  resolution  adopted. 

INTERNATIONAL   KXCHANGE8. 
I  1880— Senate. 

Thomas  F.  Bayard  introduced  a  joint  resolution  (S.  93)  to 
Ainsworth  R.  Spofford,  Librarian  of  Congress,  to  visit  and 
b  European  public  libraries: 

edf  elc,  That  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Ainswortli  R.  Spoffonl,  I^ibrarian 
res8f  to  make  arrangements  for  the  more  complete  inten^hange  of  publications 
jovemment  of  the  Unite<l  States  and  those  of  foreign  nations,  as  well  as  to 
the  systeinH  and  methods  under  which  public  libraries  in  Europe  are  con- 
uid  inaintaincni,  the  sum  of  $2,500  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated, 
ny  money  m  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  defray  the  expenses 
vorth  R.  Spofford  in  a  visit  to  the  libraries  of  Europe  during  the  summer 
I  of  Congress,  for  the  jmrposes  aforesaid,  and  that  he  make  a  report  to  Con- 
its  next  si'ssion,  embodying  such  ret^ommendations  in  regard  to  the  Library 
ress  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

Vice-President  (Mr.  W.  A.  Wheeler).  The  joint  resolution 

)  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Bayard.  Mr.  President,  I  desire,  if  I  may  l)e  pt^rmitted,  before 

erence  of  the  joint  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 

e  my  reasons  for  its  introduction.     It  is  wholly  with  a  view  to 

blic  service. 

Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  laws  of  remote  date,  and  last 

act  of  July  25, 1868,  provided  for  the  delivery  by  the  CongTes- 
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sional  Printer  of  50  copies  of  all  books  and  other  publications  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  exchange  with 
foreign  governments  for  similar  public  documents.  The  system,  how- 
ever, for  want  of  oversight  and  attention,  has  worked  very  imperfectly. 
The  foreign  governments  with  whom  the  exchange  list  has  been  formed 
are  some  26  in  number,  and  of  those  the  most  voluminous  receipts  by 
the  Library  of  Congress  are  so  utterly  irregular  as  to  destroy  any 
value  arising  from  their  continuity  and  completeness. 

The  Government  of  Great  Britain  sends  but  few,  or  none,  of  its 
publications  to  our  Library,  and  that  is  simply  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  details  and  machinery  for  making  such  exchange  can  not  be  effi- 
ciently managed  through  the  medium  of  mere  epistolary  correspond- 
ence. It  will  require  the  active  supervision  of  an  intelligent  person 
to  establish  a  practical  system  of  proper  exchange  of  these  public 
documents  in  the  manner  designed  by  Congress,  and  it  would  be 
exceedingly  useful  and  valuable  to  our  Library. 

In  addition  to  the  matter  of  the  interchange  of  governmental  pub- 
lications, there  have  been  great  improvements  of  which  we  should 
avail  ourselves  in  the  construction,  supervision,  classification,  and 
arrangement  of  European  libraries  within  the  last  twenty -five  years. 
The  very  preservation  of  the  books  themselves,  their  methods  of 
classification,  arrangement,  and  cataloguing,  are  all  matters  in  which 
great  advance  has  been  made,  the  benefit  of  which  I  desire  should 
accrue  to  our  own  Library. 

The  erection  of  a  national  library  is  every  day  becoming  a  matter 
of  greater  necessity.  There  is  in  this  country  no  one  whose  intelli- 
gence and  capacity  to  inform  Congress  properly  upon  this  subject 
exceeds  that  of  the  modest,  accomplished,  and  worthy  gentleman  who 
fills  the  post  of  Librarian  so  acceptably  to  all  of  those  who  have  occa- 
sion to  need  his  services  or  who  are  at  all  competent  to  judge  of  their 
value. 

It  is  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  exceedingly  proper  and  highly 
expedient  that  a  visit  to  and  an  inspection  of  the  public  libraries  of 
Europe  should  be  made  in  behalf  of  the  American  people  and  their 
Library  as  soon  as  may  be. 

As  I  said,  there  is  no  one  fitter  for  this  mission,  nor  who  would 
more  creditably  represent  the  American  Gx)vernment,  than  the  gentle- 
man named  in  this  resolution.  I  may  say,  also,  as  a  matter  which  is 
not  without  weight  with  me,  I  think  it  would  not  only  be  a  duty  to 
him,  but  a  well-earned  pleasure  and  delight.  To  make  such  a  tour  of 
inspection  would  be  to  Mr.  Spoflford  a  labor  of  love  as  well  as  the  per- 
formance of  a  most  important  duty — a  season  of  relaxation  and  release 
from  very  confining  labors,  which  his  industry  and  devotion  to  public 
service  have  heretofore  rendered  impossible. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that,  except  so  far  as  inquiry  made  by  me  into 
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irregular  condition  of  our  exchanges  of  governmental  publications 
I  those  of  foreign  countries,  Mr.  Spofford  has  had  no  intimation 
tever  of  the  introduction  of  this  joint  resolution  or  of  my  inten- 

to  offer  it.  It  has  proceeded  entirely  on  my  own  motion,  after  a 
parison  of  views  with  several  other  gentlemen, 
make  these  remarks  trusting  that  the  proposition  may  commend 
f  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library 
of  the  Senate  and  to  obtain  their  ready  approval, 
r.  G.  F.  Edmunds.  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  about  the  matter  of 
ranges.  I  believe  that  the  system  of  exchanges  is  now  regulated 
aw,  and  is  consolidated  in  practice  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary 
he  Smithsonian  Institution,  where,  if  I  am  correctly  advised  (not 
eference  to  this  question  of  course,  but  if  my  information  and 
ivledge  about  it  in  general  is  correct),  the  system  is  as  perfect  and 
ematic  as  any  such  system  can  ever  be.  The  United  States 
lange,  under  authority  of  law  and  through  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
,  with  every  foreign  government  that  is  willing  to  reciprocate. 
ry  single  public  document  that  is  printed  under  the  authority  of 
^ess  or  at  public  expense,  every  valuable  and  important  docu- 
t  that  is  printed  in  the  Departments  out  of  the  appropriations  for 
3xpenditure8  of  those  Departments,  and  which  are  not  printed  by 
T  of  Congress  in  the  direct  sense  so  as  to  be  distributed  by  Sena- 

and  Representatives,  or  of  which  Senators  and  Representatives, 
public  interests,  can  have  even  a  single  copy  for  their  own  inspec- 
,  is  furnished  to  every  foreign  government  regularly,  systematic- 

at  stated  periods,  as  fast  as  they  come  forth,  in  just  the  degree 

the  foreign  government  is  willing  to  reciprocate  by  furnishing 
United  States  with  its  own  docmnents  and  publications.  That 
-ation  of  international  exchange  produces  a  stream,  and  the  only 
that  regularly  and  systematically  could  be  produced  to  flow  into 
Library  of  Congress. 

addition  to  that,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  authorized  by  its 
idation  under  the  acts  of  Congress  to  exchange  publications  of  any 

that  it  makes  itself  or  comes  in  possession  of  with  foreign  and 
estic  literary  societies,  colleges,  institutions,  in  the  United  States 
in  foreign  countries.  That  sends  out  from  our  workshop  of  intel- 
and  progress  the  whole  product  of  the  nation,  so  to  speak,  and  it 
gs  back  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe  the  similar  products  of 
intellect  and  activity,  and  discovery  and  progress,  and  social 
ice  of  all  civilized  peoples. 

>  I  do  not  imagine  that  as  far  as  the  mere  subject  of  inspecting 
arranging  international  exchanges  of  books  is  concerned  an  expe- 
n  by  anybody  to  a  foreign  country  would  be  of  any  great  service, 
espect  of  the  other  part  of  it,  the  subject  of  inspecting  libraries, 
ification,  arrangement,  and  completing  sets,  and  all  that  sort  of 
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hiiijj,  there  is  very  great  force  in  what  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
las  said;  and  I  eertainlv  should  unit<'  with  him  in  all  that  he  has  said 
n  respect  of  the  capacity  and  worth  of  the*  gentleman  named  in  the 
eaolution. 

Mr.  H.  Hamlin.  I  wish  to  say  one  word  on  this  subject  l)efore  the  joint 
esolution  is  referred.  I  wish  to  corro!)onite  what  has  been  so  well 
aid  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which 
hese  exchangers  are  effectenl  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  I  am 
nclined  to  agree  with  the  Senator  that  very  little  (^n  !^  done  in  that  1 

lirection,  and  if  anything  can  ho,  done  it  should  be  by  the  Secretary  ■ 

t  that  institution.  If  this  resolution  is  looking  in  the  future  to  trans- 
er  the  practical  administration  of  that  law  from  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
ution,  where  it  is  so  well  done,  to  the  Library  of  Congress,  where  it 
an  not  he  as  well  done,  1  certainly  hope  it  will  not  receive  the  consid- 
ration  of  this  body.     I  have  great  fears  that  this  is  an  entering  wedge 

0  effect  that  change,  and  it  would  Ije  a  change  which  I  think  in  its 
esults  would  be  injurious  and  disastrous. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Libnirv. 

FRENCH  EXCHANGES. 

ecember  10.  1880— House. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington^  December  7,  1880. 
Sik:  1  liave  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  infonnation  a  translation  of  a 
jtter,  dated  the  22d  of  July  last,  from  Mr.  I/»on  Gamlx^tta,  President  of  the  Cham- 
er  of  Dej>utit's  in  France,  to  the  American  minister  at  Paris,  in  relation  to  the  ostab- 
shment  of  an  ex(rhange  of  document**  lx»twecn  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  of  the 
iiench  Republic  and  the  corresi)onding  legislative  body  in  this  country.    In  accord- 
nee  with  Mr.  Gamlx^tta^s  request,  I  inclost»a  letter  addressed  to  the  President  of  the 
[oiise  of  Kepresentatives  of  the  Americsui  Republic,  and  I  likewise  forward  a  pack- 
^  of  documents  which  accom|)anied  the  letter  just  named. 
T  have  tlie  honor  to  l)e,  sir,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

Wm.  M.  Evaktb. 
Hon.  Samuel  J.  Randall, 

Sjteaker  of  the  Hou^  of  JieprciientatitrM. 

[IncloHuif»i.] 

I 

1.  Mr.  L^on  Gambetta  to  tlie  Minister  of  the  United  States  in  France,  dated  July  ) 
2,  1880 — translation. 

2.  A  Sidled  letter  addresscxl  '^Monsieur  le  President  de  la  Chambre  des  Repr^senta- 
ves  de  la  R^publique  Am^ricaine.'* 

Accompaniment:  A  package  of  documents. 

[TraiiHlatiou.] 

Chamber  of  Depitties  (PRisiDSNCE), 

Paris,  July  22,  1880. 
Sir:  Exchanges  of  ])arliamentary  documents  have  for  a  long  time  been  organiEed 
etween  the  jwlitical  assemblies  of  most  of  the  European  States. 

1  believe  it  would  be  useful  to  establish  analogous  exchanges  between  the  Cham* 
er  of  Deputies  of  the  French  Republic  and  that  of  the  American  Republic.     In  con- 
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K*e  I  have  tlu>  honor  io  aridresH  to  you  a  case  containing  what  has  })een  pub- 
by  the  French  Parliament  during  the  session  of  1880. 

mid  be  obligetl  to  you  if  you  would  please  forward  this  case,  together  with  the 
Hi  letter,  to  the  President  of  I  louse  of  Representatives  of  the  American  Republic. 
Act^ept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration, 

•  Leon  Gameetta, 

Pre)ti/ferU  of  the  ChamlHr  of  DfpiUu^Jt. 

MiNISTEK   OF  THK    UNITED   StATKS   IN    FRANCE. 


Chambke  des  Deputes  (Presidence), 

Pang,  le  -20  juillcl  1880. 
iei*eau  des  publications  faites  pendant  le  cours  de  la  session  onlinaire  de  1880, 
s  par  la  Chambre  des  I>^put^  de  la  R^publique  Fran<?aige. 
les  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,  7, 8, 9  des  annales  de  1879. 

ferred  to  Comiuittee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  . 

•/  8,  1881— House. 

tier  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  letter  from  the 

^tarv  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  relative  to  the  interchange 

cuments  between  the  United  States  Government  and  the  Republic 

•ance. 

ferred  to  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

intp:rnational  exchanges — estimates. 

19,  1879— House. 

Estimates  for  1880. 

)rary  of   Congress:    For  expenses  of  exchanging  public   docu- 
s  for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,000. 
ber  1,  1879— House. 

Estimates  for  1881. 

ir  Department:  Transportation  of  reports  and  maps  to  foreign 
tries  through  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $500. 

E. — Publications  as  donations  or  exchanges  sent  to  foreign  countries  were  for- 
transported  free  of  charge  through  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  On  the  Ist 
luary,  1879,  the  Institution  issued  a  circular  giving  notice  that  a  charge  for  such 
(ortation  would  thereafter  be  made  at  the  rate  of  5  cents  per  pound.  The 
sonian  Institution  is  the  most  convenient  and  advantageous  medium  for  trans- 
g  publications  to  institutions,  scientists,  etc.,  abroad,  as  donations  or  exchanges, 
irly  all  cases  the  books  and  max)s  exceed  the  weight  and  dimensions  allowed 
'.  foreign  mails.     Express  chai^ges  are  greatly  in  excess  of  5  cents  per  pound. 

INTERNATIONAL  EXCHANGES — APPROPRIATIONS. 

7,  1879, 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1880. 

brary  of  Congress:  For  expenses  of  exchanging  public  documents 
be  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,000, 
at.,  XXI,  23.) 
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Itay  3,  1880. 

Naval  flervii'e  ac»t  for  1881. 

Naval  Observatory:  For  payment  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
for  freight  on  Observatory  publications  for  1880,  to  be  ship^x^d  in  1880, 
$236.25,     *     *     *     in  1881,  $236.26. 

(Stat.,  XXI,  84.) 

June  15,  1880. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1881. 

Library  of  Congress:  For  expenses  of  exchanging  publi(»  d<K'ument8 
for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,000. 
(Stat.,  XXI,  216.) 

June  16,  1880. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1881. 

War  Department:  For  transportation  of  reports  and  maps  to  foreign 
countries,  through  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $600. 
(Stat,  XXI,  269.) 

February  23,  1881. 

Naval  service  act  for  1881. 

Naval  Observatory:  For  payment  to  the  Smithsonian  institution  for 
freight  on  Obsen^atory  publications  to  be  shipped  to  foreign  countries 
during  the  fiscal  year  1882,  $336.26. 

(Stat.,  XXI,  333.) 

Itarch  3,  1881. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  actt  for  1882. 

Library  of  Congress:  For  expen^e^  of  exchanging  public  documents 
for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,000. 
(Stat.,  XXI,  390.) 

Itarch  3,  1881. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1882. 

War  Department:  For  transportation  of  reports  and  maps  to  foreign 
countries  through  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $600. 

(Stat,  XXI,  447.) 

For  the  expense  of  exchanging  literary  and  scientific  productions 
with  all  nations  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $3,000. 

(Stat,  XXI,  462.) 

THE   SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION  A   CORPORATION? 
Itarch  24,  1880— Senate. 

In  debate  on  bill  to  establish  a  national  educational  association 
(S.  1282)  Mr.  Matt.  H.  Carpenter,  of  Wisconsin,  said: 

Indeed,  Mr.  President,  in  every  view  of  it  that  I  C4iu  take,  the  bill 
in  the  first  place  is  unconstitutional,  totally  beyond  our  power  to  pass, 
and  in  the  next  place  it  is  a  burlesque  upon  the  charter  of  a  cor- 
poration. 
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Mr.  George  F.  Hoar.  Will  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  allow  me 
to  ask  him  whether  the  act  founding  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
is  unconstitutional? 

Mr.  Carpenter.  I  have  not  any  particular  opinion  on  that  subject, 
never  having  thought  of  it  or  investigated  it. 

Mr.  Hoar.  It  occurred  to  me  that  possibly  in  forming  the  opinion 
he  has  now  expressed  the  Senator  might  have  considered  that  question. 

Mr.  Carpenter.  It  is  a  very  easy  thing  to  justify  any  action  that 
Congress  wants  to  take,  if  it  is  a  suflScient  justification  to  say  that 
Congress  has  done  such  a  thing.  *  *  *  As  to  the  constitutionality 
of  the  bill  in  regard  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  I  have  nothing 
to  say.  I  have  had  no  connection  with  that  subject;  I  never  thought 
of  it  and  never  examined  it,  and  have  no  opinion  to  express  upon  it. 

ETHNOLOGY — ESTIMATES. 
April  17,  1880— House. 

The  Speaker  pro  tempore  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  (Misc.  Doc.  35): 

Smithsonian  iNerriTurioN, 
WoBhingiony  D.  C,  April  16,  1880, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  statement  by  Maj.  J.  W.  Powell 
relative  to  the  subject  of  investigations  into  the  past  and  present  condition  of  the 
Indian  tribes  of  the  United  8tatee — a  work  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  during  the 
past  ten  years,  and  commenced  under  the  direction  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
in  accordance  with  an  enactment  of  Congress.  Subsequently  it  was  continued  by 
Major  Powell  as  director  of  the  United  States  geographical  and  geological  survey  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain  region,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  assisting  by  placing  in  his 
hands  all  the  materials  collected  by  its  collaborators  in  this  branch  of  science. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1879,  the  work  was  again  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  Major  Powell  charged  with  its  immediate 
supervision  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  systematic  investigations  he  had  pre- 
viously organized. 

From  the  first  the  researches  in  question  have  been  carried  on  with  vigor,  and  the 
results  already  obtained,  as  shown  in  numerous  publications  and  the  large  collec- 
tions deposited  in  the  National  Museum,  are  of  great  scientific  and  general  interest. 

The  plan  proposed  by  Major  Powell  provides  for  a  systematic  and  complete 
account  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  this  country — a  work  of  importance  from  the 
fact  that  at  no  distant  time  the  opportunity  will  disappear,  as  the  Indian  tribes  in 
their  primitive  condition  are  rapidly  passing  away  before  the  advance  of  dyilization. 

A  further  argument  for  immediate  action  is  furnished  by  the  fact  that  exhaustive 
researches  are  now  being  prosecuted  within  our  own  territory  by  foreign  nations. 
Collectors,  amply  provided  with  means,  have  been  engaged  for  several  years  in 
securing  objects  from  the  modern  tribes  and  in  disinterring  the  contents  of  aboriginal 
graves  and  mounds,  the  results  being  carried  away — almost  in  shiploads— to  foreign 
museums.  An  immense  collection  from  the  coasts  of  California,  Oregon,  and  Alaska 
has  recently  been  transmitted  to  a  government  museum  in  Paris  by  an  agent  sent  to 
the  United  States  for  the  purpose.  Another  French  expedition  will  soon  be  under 
way  for  the  almost  virgin  archaeological  fields  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 

The  retention  by  a  country  of  its  own  historical  monuments  has  been  considered  of 
such  moment  that  laws  have  been  passed  by  several  foreign  governments  prohibiting 
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the  exp(jrtiition  of  antiqiiitiej*.  Suoh  lawn  prevail  in  IH^nniark,  Greece,  Mexico,  and 
elt«ewhcn»;  and  while  it  may  not  Ik*  pnicticaljle  or  desirable  for  tlie  United  States  to 
follow  their  example,  we  may  at  leit^t  anticipate  fonngnern  by  collecting  Huch  objiHrts 
and  transferring  them  to  the  National  MiLsium  in  Wai<hington.  Unless  some  such 
action  be  taken  at  an  early  day  it  will  Ik*  ncH^essary  to  dei>end  upon  European  iiiu- 
Heums  for  the  material  for  invet^tigating  the  antiquities^  of  the  Unite<l  States. 

For  the  foregoing  reai^ons  I  wouM  n^iiectfully  urge  the  cart»ful  consideration  of 
Major  Powell's  suggestionn,  ami  that  ynch  appropriations  1k^  mmle  as  Congrt»8S  in  it>* 
wiwlom  may  think  proi)er. 

I  am,  sir,  very  r(»spiH»tfully,  your  o})e<lient  wTvant, 

Spencek  F.  Baiki),  Secretari/, 
Hon.  Samuel  J.  Randall, 

,  S})€aker  of  the  llovm'  of  RepreHcntcUive^, 


Smithsonian  Institution, 
Bureau  of  Ethnoukjy  (J.  W.  Powell  in  Charge), 

Washington^  J).  (\,  April  2,  ISSO. 
Dear  Sir:  Ethnographic  researches  among  the  North  American  Indians  have 
been  carried  on  l)y  myself  and  under  my  direction  for  the  last  ten  years.  During  the 
second  session  of  the  Forty-fifth  Congress  the  various  geographical  and  geological 
sur\eys  were  consolidated  and  reorganize<l  by  the  ei^tiiblishment  of  a  giH:)logit!al  bureau 
ill  the  Interior  Department.  In  the  act  effecting  this  change  it  was  provided  that  the 
ethnographic  reseiinhes  prt'viously  conducttsi  by  myself  should  t)e  continued  under  the 
direction  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  an  appropriation  was  made  therefor. 
These  ethnographic  studies  have  heretofore  embraced  the  following  subjects: 

1.  That  i)orti*ni  of  somatology  relating  to  the  skeleton,  and  especially  to  the  crania, 
of  the  North  American  Indians.  In  this  department  large  collections  have  been 
made. 

2.  Philology.  Under  this  head  a  great  number  of  the  languages  of  the  North 
Americim  Indians  have  been  studied,  and  a  tentative  classification  of  the  linguistic 
stocks  has  been  made. 

In  connection  with  this  work  a  map  of  the  Unite<l  States  has  l>een  prepared,  exhib- 
iting the  original  homes  of  the  several  linguistic  families. 

Much  has  also  been  done  in  the  study  of  the  sign  language  of  the  Indians,  and 
large  collections  of  picrtographs  have  Ixjen  made. 

3.  jMythology.  A  very  large  collection  has  been  made  of  the  myths  of  the  various 
tril)es  of  Indians  scattered  throughout  the  Unit*.Ki  States. 

4.  Sociology.  The  line  of  investigation  originally  i)ursued  by  Mr.  Lewis  H.  Mor- 
gan, the  results  of  which  were  published  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  has  been 
continued  under  my  direction,  and  a  large  body  of  material  relating  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  family,  clan,  tribe,  and  confederacy  among  our  North  Amerii^an  Indians 
has  Ijeeii  col  United. 

5.  Habits  and  customs.  In  this  field  also  much  has  l)een  done,  especially  in  rela- 
tion ti>  their  mortuary'  customs  and  religious  observances. 

().  Technology.  In  this  field  extensive  investigations  have  been  pursueil  relating 
especially  to  the  pristine  dwellings  of  the  Indians,  )x^giuning  in  caves  and  lodges 
mai^le  of  brush  and  bark  and  culminating  in  the  pueblo  structure  of  the  southwestern 
portion  of  the  Uniteil  States.  This  rude  architecture  has  been  studied  with  special 
reference  to  the  domestic  life  of  the  Indians.  Their  arts,  as  exhibited  in  their  stone 
implements,  their  pottery,  their  bows  and  arrows,  their  clothing,  ornaments,  etc, 
have  iKjen  studiwl,  and  a  large  collection  made  for  the  National  Museum. 

7.  ArchiBology.     Much  has  been  done  in  this  branch  of  investigation,  especially 
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here   the  works  of  extinct  races  are  buried   in  preat  profusion. 

zona,  New  Mexico,  Colorado,  Utah,  and  a  i)art  of  Wyoming  ruins 

)s  are  also  found  in  great  abundance.     The  researches!  in  this  field 

le  extent. 

Indian  affairs,  including  treaties,  cessions  of  land  by  the  Indians, 

•ogress  of  the  Indians  in  industrial  art^,  and  especially  the  efforts 

hem  to  l^ecome  agriculturists  and  manufacturers,  the  distribution  of 

m  in  severalty,  and  the  efforts  ma^le  t-o  establish  whools  among  the 

where  for  their  education. 

jr  uf  i)ersons,  including  missionaries  and  teachers  among  the  Indians, 

inny  officers,  scholars  connect^  with  the  colleges  of  the  United 

•8,  are  assisting  in  this  general  work. 

s  of  settlement  the  western  portion  of  the  United  States  is  being 

people  from  the  eastern  portion,  so  that  at  present  there  is  no  valley 

inhabited  by  white  men.     Rapidly  the  Indians  are  being  gathered 

kvhere  their  original  habits  and  customs  disappear,  their  languages 

ed  or  lost,  and  they  are  abandoning  their  savagery  and  Imrbarism 

rilization.     If  the  ethnology  of  our  Indians  is  ever  to  receive  proper 

.nd  treatment  the  work  must  be  done  at  once. 

'  facts  briefly  set  forth  above  I  would  respec^tfully  request  that  you 

i:ress  this  statement,  with  an  estimate  for  ** fifty  thousand  dollars 

e  purpose  of  continuing  ethnologic  researches  among  the  North 

18,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 

e  meets  with  your  approval. 

respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Powell. 

[RD, 

i  Smithsonian  InMittUion. 

Committee  on  Appropriations. 

> — House. 

Estimate*  for  1882. 

rpose  of  continuing  ethnological  researches  among  the 
•an  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
nstitution,  $50,000. 

KTHNOIXXJY — APPROPRIATIONS. 

ouse. 

ing  the  deficiency  bill,  Mr.  John  A.  McMaiion  said: 
amendment  to  appropriate  $50,000  for  ethnological 
reference  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  rerommended 
Baird.  I  expect  it  would  have  been  put  in  by  the 
ttee  if  the  committee  had  been  asked  to  do  so.  I  think 
ve  prepared  this  bill  the  request  was  not  made  and  the 
leed  of  it  were  not  understood.  The  committee  unani- 
1  that  it  should  be  concurred  in. 

ouse. 
civil  bill  for  1881  under  consideration — 

se  of  continuing  ethnologrical  researches  among  the  North  American 
le  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $20,000. 
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Mr.  A.  E.  Stevenson.  I  move  to  amend  the  paragraph  just  read  by 
striking  out  "*20,000"  and  inserting  "$40,000,  to  be  immediately 
available." 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  have  offered  the  amendment  increasing  this  appro- 
priation for  the  sole  reason  that  the  amount  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee is  wholly  inadequate.  The  letters  which  I  will  have  printed  with 
my  remarks  will  show  that  even  a  larger  amount  than  I  have  proposed 
is  considered  necessary  to  the  efficient  prosecution  of  this  work. 

During  the  last  few  years  Major  Powell  has  made  many  valuable 
contributions  to  our  stock  of  information  pertaining  to  the  North 
American  Indians.  The  object  of  the  present  appropriation  is  to 
enable  him  efficiently  to  continue  the  work.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  in  a  recent  official  communication  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  says: 

From  the  first  the  researches  in  question  have  heen  carried  on  with  vigor,  and  the 
results  already  ohtained,  as  shown  in  numerous  pubhcations  and  the  larg^collectioiui 
deposited  in  the  National  Museum,  are  of  great  scientific  and  general  interest. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  plan  proposed  by  Major  Powell,  and  which,  with 
his  well-known  energy  and  ability,  will  be  successfully  carried  out, 
embraces  a  discussion  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  North 
American  Indians,  of  their  religion  and  language.  It  will  likewise 
embrace,  in  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  trace  it,  a  history  of  each  tribe, 
with  its  dealings  with  the  white  I'ace  to  the  present  time. 

Under  his  supervision  catalogues  have  been  made  of  all  that  has 
been  written  touching  the  history,  literature,  religion,  and  customs  of 
this  race.  His  atlas  shows  the  location  of  the  various  tribes  when  the 
white  race  first  took  possession  of  this  continent,  the  sites  of  the 
ancient  villages,  the  successive  cessions  of  lands  to  the  whites,  the 
various  removals  of  the  tribes,  whether  compulsory  or  voluntary,  the 
localities  where  agricultural  pursuits  have  been  most  extensively  fol- 
lowed and  schools  for  them  have  been  established. 

Another  important  service  has  been  the  collection  of  the  necessary 
data,  including  copies  of  all  reports,  treaties,  and  other  official  docu- 
ments, with  a  view  to  the  preparation  of  a  legislative  history  of  the 
Indian  rac^.     The  interest  and  value  of  such  a  work  will  be  great. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  by  Major  Powell  to  the  study  of  the 
different  Indian  languages.  This  includes  a  study  of  their  various 
sign  and  picture  languages.  Much  curious  and  interesting  informa- 
tion of  this  character  has  already  been  accumulated.  In  addition  to 
this  the  discussion  of  the  unwritten  laws  and  customs  of  this  people, 
the  ties  which  hold  them  together  in  barbarous  or  semicivilized  rela- 
tions, of  their  habits,  arts  of  war,  marriage,  etc.,  all  these  can  not 
fail  to  be  both  interesting  and  instructive  to  the  more  favored  race 
which  now  holds  undisputed  sway  over  this  continent. 


1 
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lirman,  few  of  us  fully  realize  the  immense  material  there  is 
.western  confines  of  our  continent  for  the  study  of  primitive 
ere  arc  to  be  found  the  pueblos,  mounds,  and  ruins,  all  tell- 
X5e  which  once  occupied  portions  of  this  continent.  Many  of 
][uities  have  been  removed  to  foreign  countries  as  valuable 
to  their  libraries  and  musemns.  Professor  Baird,  in  the 
rhich  I  have  referred,  says: 

amply  provided  with  means  have  been  engaged  for  several  years  in 
ects  from  the  modem  tribes  and  in  disinterring  the  contents  of  aboriginal 
mounds,  the  results  being  carried  away  almost  in  shiploads  to  foreign 
An  immense  collection  from  the  coasts  of  California,  Oregon,  and  Alaska 

been  transmitted  to  a  government  museum  in  Paris  by  an  agent  sent  to 
States  for  that  purpose.  Another  French  expedition  will  soon  be  under 
almost  virgin  archaeological  fields  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 

airman,  we  will  all  agree  with  the  distinguished  Secretary 
jovernment  should  retain  and  preserve  the  historical  monu- 
our  aborigines.  Great  services  in  this  as  well  as  in  other 
its  of  learning  have  been  rendered  by  Major  Powell  and  his 
The  small  appropriation  asked  will  enable  them  to  make 
er  contributions  to  our  history,  contributions  of  great  inter- 
present,  but  of  untold  value  to  coming  generations, 
r,  is  one  of  the  many  ways  in  which  can  be  executed  the  will 
Qcrous  founder  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  by  which  he 
>ur  country  the  magnificent  bequest  for  "the  increase  and 

Df  useful  knowledge  among  mankind." 

****** 

oimittee  of  the  Whole  resumed  its  session. 
3stion  was  upon  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Stevenson  to  amend 
J  in  relation   to  ethnological  researches  among  the  North 
Indians  by  increasing  the  appropriation  from  $20,000  to 

H.  Blount.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  is  a  very  interesting 
nd  I  should  have  been  very  glad  to  have  listened  longer  to 
I  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Stevenson].  I  have  only  this  to  say,  how- 
5se  investigaltions  have  been  going  on  for  a  series  of  yeara 
uthority  of  law,  for  ten  years,  and  their  expenses  have  to  a 
5nt  been  paid  out  of  the  appropriations  for  surveys,  which  I 
I  an  improper  diversion  of  that  fund.  Nevertheless,  the 
ions  have  been  in  progress  for  a  long  time. 
s  no  estimate  at  all  for  this  purpose.  There  was  a  communi- 
m  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  asking  for  an 
ition,  and  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
b  l>est  to  fix  the  sum  at  $20,000,  and  they  have  so  reported. 
Y  friend  from  Illinois  and  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  will 
t  with  that  sum,  which  is  a  larger  amount  than  has  ever  here- 
m  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 
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Mr.  C  Vj.  Hooker.  1  think  the  amendment  offered  by  the  g'entle- 
man  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Stevenson]  ought  to  receive  the  f avoidable  con- 
side  nition  of  this  committee.  If  the  argmnent  made  against  it  by  the 
gentleman  from  (leorgia  [Mr.  Blount]  is  made  on  good  and  sufficient 
grounds,  then  he  and  his  committee  should  not  have  reportcKi  any  thing 
for  this  purj^>se.  If,  as  he  asserts,  there  has  lx>en  a  malapplication  of 
the  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  surveys  during  the  last  ten 
years,  then  clearly  the  C/ommittee  on  Appropriations  have  committed 
a  great  erroi*.     If  his^  position  is  at  all  correct  that  this  great  and  1 

important  work  should  1m»  almndoned 

Mr.  BLorNT.  The  gentleman  certainly  misapprehends  me. 

Mr.  H(X)KEK.  I  und(»rstood  the  gentleman  to  say  that  the  money 
appropriated  for  the  hist  ten  3'eiirs  for  surveys  had  been  misapplied  to 
this  pur|X)se,  and  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  it  at  all.  I  say  to 
the  gentleman  if  his  premises  are  correct  his  conclusions  are  erroneous. 

Mr.  Blount.  I  have  no  doubt  the  gentleman  is  right  about  that. 

Mr.  H(X)KEU.  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  to  Ixi  read  a  letter  on  this 
subject  from  thi»  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  [See 
Estimates,  April  17,  1880.] 

•K-  «-  *  «  «  *  «> 

]Mr.  Btx)UNT.  I  move  that  the  House  again  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  resume  the  consideration  of  the  sundry  civil 
appropriation  l)ill. 

Agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
(Mr.  J.  T.  IIakris,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair),  and  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  sundrv  civil  bill  for  1881. 

Mr.  Blount.  I  have  before  me  the  sundry  civil  appropriation  act 
of  1871),  which  contains  an  appropriation  in  this  language: 

For  the  completion  of  the  reports  of  the  Geograpliical  and  Grcological  Survey  of 
the  R<x;ky  Mountain  Region,  with  the  necessary  maps  and  illuj^trations,  $20,000;  to 
be  ininiediately  available. 

This  is  the  sort  of  appropriation  under  which  this  work  has  }>een 
going  on.  When  an  effoil;  was  made  to  abolish  these  surveys,  the 
Conuuitteti  on  Appropriations  recommended  and  Congress  passed  in 
the  sundrv  civil  appropriation  act  of  1879  the  following  provision: 

For  completing  and  preparing  for  publication  the  Contributions  to  North  American 
Ethnology,  under  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $20,000:  Provided^  That  all  the 
an^hivey,  riK^onls,  and  materials  ntlating  to  the  Indians  of  North  America,  collected 
by  the  (icographicuil  and  ( Jeological  Survey  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Region,  shall  be 
tume<l  over  to  tlie  Smithsonian  Institution,  that  the  work  may  be  completed  and 
prepared  for  publication  under  it«  directif)n:  Provided,  That  it  shall  meet  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

This,  in  the  past,  has  been  the  language  of  the  appropriations  for 
the  surveys  of  which  Major  Powell  has  had  charge.     Yet  these  ethno- 
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!al  investigations  have  been  going  on  all  the  while  for  the  last  ten 

8.     I  think  that  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  is  quite  ample. 

le  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.   Stev^enson, 

e  were — aves  87,  noes  4-1:. 

r.  Stevenson.  I  make  the  point  that  no  quorum  has  voted. 

filers  were  ordered;   and  Mr.  Blount  and  Mr.  Stevenson  were 

)inted. 

le  connuittee  divided;  and  the  U^Uers  repoi'tijd — ayes  78,  noes  78. 

mendment  not  agreed  to. 

16,  1880. 

Sundry  rivil  act  for  1881. 

Dr  the  purpose  of  continuing  ethnologic  researches  among  the 

th  American  Indians  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

thsonian  Institution,  $20,000. 

•tat.,  XXI,  275.) 

mry  24,  1881— House. 

I  considering  the  sundry  civil  bill  for  1882  (H.  7203);  the  Clerk 

the  following: 

r  the  purjx)se  of  continuing  etlmological  researchea  among  the  North  American 
ins,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $25,000. 

r.  J.  Warren  Keifer.  1  offer  the  amendment  which  I  send  to 

desk. 

be  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

the  end  of  line  493,  add  the  following:  "Five  thousand  dollars  of  which  shall 
:peude<l  in  continuing  art!ha»ological  investigations  relating  to  mound -builders, 
prehistoric  mounds.'* 

r.  Keifer.  This  amendment  doe«  not  increase  the  appropriation, 
^r.  James  H.  Blount.  I  submit  it  is  new  legislation, 
^r.  Keifp:r.  It  simply  gives  directions  how  a  portion  of  the  appro- 
tion  shall  be  spent. 

r.  Blount.  1  raise  the  point  of  order. 

he  CiiAiRSLAN.  The  Chair  would  like  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
low  wherein  the  amendment  changes  existing  law. 
r.  BiX)UNT.  It  provides  for  a  new  line  of  inquiry  not  hitherto 
[^rtaken  by  the  Government.  This  is  a  continuing  investigation 
•h  has  been  going  on  for  several  years  for  the  purpose  stated  in 
paragraph.  The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  to 
rt  part  of  this  fund  to  other  investigations  not  provided  for  and 
have  not  l)een  commenced. 

^r.  Keifer.  The  researches  and  investigations  that  the  proposed 
ndment  alludes  to  have  ]>een  going  on  for  a  number  of  years  in  a 
Je  way  under  the  appropriations  made  b}^  Congress.  A  portion 
le  money  that  has  been  appropriated  f I'om  time  to  time  for  etbno- 
cal  researches  has  been  devoted  to  investigations  of  the  character 
cated  by  the  proposed  amendment.     Indeed,  the  amendment  itself 
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proposes  only  to  dedicate  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  that  special  inves- 
tigation and  to  continue  that  investigation.  Last  year  a  portion,  a 
very  small  portion,  of  the  money  thus  appropriated  was  used  in  this 
way.  In  no  sense  does  the  amendment  change  existing  law.  It  does 
not  conflict  with  existing  law  in  any  sense.  It  is  simply  a  dedication 
of  a  portion -of  this  appropriation.  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  will  not  press  his  point  of  order. 

The  Chairman.  The  Clerk  will  again  report  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  again  read. 

The  Chairman.  The  Chair  does  not  think  this  changes  existing  law, 
but  is  in  the  lino  of  investigation  authorized  by  law.  The  Chair  there- 
fore overrules  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Keifer.  The  point  of  order  having  been  oveiTuled,  let  me  say 
a  word  now  on  the  amendment.  It  might  well  perhaps  be  left  ordi- 
narily to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
to  determine  how  this  $26,000  of  money  should  be  expended.  But 
that  leaves  him  possibly  exposed  to  trouble  with  various  persons  who 
are  employed  in  making  these  very  important  investigations.  Last 
year  we  gave  him  but  $20,000  for  these  researches,  while  this  year  it 
is  proposed  to  give  $26,000.  The  amount  appropriated  last  year  was 
not  sufficient  and  therefore  this  particular  matter  of  investigation  was 
largely  neglected. 

I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that  these 
investigations  have  to  be  made  in  the  settled  portions  of  the  country 
east  mainly  of  the  Mississippi  River,  largely  in  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
but  not  confined  to  that. 

There  are  places  where  these  investigations  should  go  on  in  North 
Carolina  especially,  and  in  Georgia.  In  Tennessee  there  is  a  very  inter- 
esting field  for  investigation.  Arkansas  and  Texas  are  full  of  these 
mounds,  and  they  are  found  in  the  Ohio  Valley.  Being  in  the  settled 
portion  of  the  country,  they  are  disappearing. 

Of  such  importance  are  they  regarded  in  England  and  France  that 
those  countries  are  sending  here  scientific  bodies  of  men  to  investigate 
our  mounds,  these  evidences  of  prehistoric  races.  They  are  devoting 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  do  the  very  thing  that  we  ought  to 
have  done  long  ago.  This  small  sum  of  money  can  be  used  very 
advantageously  during  the  coming  summer  in  making  surveys  and 
investigations,  and  finally  completing  a  work  that  has  already  been 
commenced  that  is  of  very  great  importance.  I  would  like  to  have 
added  a  great  many  things  that  I  think  are  of  vast  importance  on  this 
subject,  but  I  have  not  time.  I  hope  the  committee  will  not  object  to 
giving  a  portion  of  the  appropriation  this  special  direction. 

Mr.  Blount.  I  think  we  had  better  leave  this  fund  where  it  has 
been  all  the  while — imder  the  direction  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution — 
leaving  the  special  directions  given  to  it  discretionary.  There  may  be 
investigations  more  important  than  the  one  my  friend  from  Ohio  sees 
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o  direct  the  attention  of  the  committee  to,  and  1  think  we  had  bet- 
leave  this  as  it  is.  I  care  very  little  about  it.  But  it  does  seem  to 
that  the  diversion  of  the  fund  in  this  way  tends  to  introduce  new 
^cts  of  inquiry,  very  many  of  which  may  be  useless. 
Ir.  John  D.  C.  Atkins.  I  wish  to  make  a  single  remark  that  in  my 
^ment  the  application  of  this  fund  can  be  made  already  by  the 
ithsonian  Institution  in  the  way  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  proposes, 
bout  the  adoption  of  his  amendment. 

Ir.  Blount.  So  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  claimed  himself,  and  I 
e  said  it  would  be  better  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Insti- 
on. 

Ir.  Keifp:r.  I  admit  it  can  be  done;  but  it  may  not  be  done.  And 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Atkins]  will  admit  that  in  his  own 
rict  there  are  some  very  interesting  investigations  that  should  be 
le,  or  the  time  will  soon  come  when  they  can  not  be  made. 
Ir.  Atkins.  I  do  not  want  to  be  understood  as  opposing  it  at  all. 
he  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Keifer, 
on  a  division  there  were:  ayes,  61;  noes,  29.  No  further  count 
ig  called  for,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

[r.  James  B.  Weaver.  I  give  notice  that  I  shall  ask  for  a  separate 
3  on  this  amendment  in  the  House, 
he  Chairman.  That  is  the  gentleman's  right. 

h  5,  1881. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1882. 

or  the  purpose  of  continuing  ethnological  researches  among  the 
th  American  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
thsonian  Institution,  $26,000;  $5,000  of  which  shall  be  expended 
ontinuing  archaeological  investigations  relating  to  mound-builders 
prehistoric  mounds,  and  be  available  immediately. 
>tat.  XXI,  443.) 

BESSELS'S  scientific   REPORT. 
24,  1880— Senate, 

ommunication  from  Spencer  F.  Baird,  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 

itution  (of  May  22,  1880)  transmitting  a  communication  from  Dr. 

11  Bessels,  chief  of  the  scientific  department  of  the  Arctic  expe- 

3n  under  Capt.  C.  F.  Hall: 

Smithsonian  Institution, 
WaahinffUnif  D,  C,  May  22,  1880. 
i:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  communication  from  Dr.  Emil  Bessels, 
■  of  the  scientific  department  of  the  Arctic  expedition  mider  the  late  Capt.  C.  F. 
,  and  would  earnestly  recommend  that  the  appropriation  suggested,  of  $8,000, 
ompletiug  the  preparation  of  the  scientific  results  of  said  expedition,  be  made 
bngress. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spencer  F.  Baird,  Secretary. 
)n.  A.  G.  TnuRMAN, 

Actitig  President  United  States  Senate. 

H.  Doc.  732 55 
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Washington,  D.  C,  May  SO^  189fK 

Sir:  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  it  will  not  be  possible  Xm  complete  the  report  on  the 
scientific  results  of  the  United  States  Arctic  Expedition,  under  the  late  Capt.  0-  F. 
Hall,  without  assistance  from  Congress. 

The  reason  for  a  request  for  assistance  at  this  time  lies  in  the  fact  that  of  ths 
$15,000  appropriated  in  1875,  at  the  instance  of  the  late  Professor  Henry,  and  to  be 
expended  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  only  al)out  $3,000  has  evor 
been  available  for  the  purpose,  the  remainder  having  been  used  for  purposes  not  in 
keepmg  with  those  for  which  the  money  was  granted. 

On  drafts  being  made  upon  the  Navy  Department,  after  about  $3,000  had 
spent,  Professor  Henry  was  informed  that  there  was  no  more  money  available. 

At  the  time  this  information  was  received  the  preparation  of  the  volumes  in 
tion  was  being  vigorously  prosecuted.     Contracts  were  outstanding  with  engraven^ 
lithographers,  and  others  to  the  amount  of  about  $4,000,  for  which  sum  ProfoMor 
Henry,  as  he  informed  the  Navy  Department,  held  himself  i)er8onally  responsibiei 
As  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the  artists  making  the  plates  to  illustrate  the 
volumes  should  be  sufficiently  interested  in  the  work  to  induce  them  to  await  indefi- 
nite payment  of  their  respective  bills,  and  being  repeatedly  urged  to  settle  the 
I  felt  in  honor  bound  to  satisfy  these  demands;  and  the  more  especially  so 
Professor  Henry  had  assume<i  personal  responsibility  for  obligations  incurred 
account  of  the  work.     1  therefore  at  once  paid  from  my  private  means  all  outstand- 
ing indebtedness. 

As  at  present  there  remain  two  volumes  of  the  scientific  results  unpublished^  vi% 
Volumes  II  and  III,  it  is  estimated  that  $8,000  will  be  require<l  to  complete  the  series 
and  fulfill  the  puri)ose  contemplate<l  by  Congress  when  making  the  appropriatkn 
in  1875. 

Should  Congress   think  proper  to  make   the  appropriation   desired,  I  trust  th^^ 
money  will  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Emil  Bbssels, 
Chief  of  Scientific  Departmenty  United  States  A  rctic  ExpedUion* 

Prof.  S.  F.  Baird, 

Secretary  Smithsonian  Inttitution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations.  * 

June  16.  1880.  ^ 

Deficiency  act  for  1880,  etc. 


REIMBURSEMENT  OF   EMIL  BESSELS. 


For  completing  the  preparation,  with  the  necessary  illustrations,  of 
the  report  of  Dr.  Emil  Bessels,  of  the  scientific  results  of  the  Arctic  jj 
Expedition  under  the  late  Captain  C.  F.  Hall,  to  be  expended  under  i 
the  control  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $8,000.  -? 

(Stat.,  XXI,  238.) 


4 


February  18,  1881— House. 

Mr.  Hiram  Barber,  jr.,  from  Committee  on  Claims,  submitted  a     a 
report  (H.  306)  on  a  bill  (H.  4718)  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Emil  Bessels: 

It  appears  from  the  examination  of  this  claim  that  the  North  Polar  Expeditioii 
was  authorized  by  a  special  act  of  Congress  March  8,  1870.  The  steamer  Poiari9 
sailed  for  the  arctic  r^ons  June  10, 1871.  The  claimant,  Dr.  Bessels,  was  the  chief 
of  the  scientific  division  of  this  expedition,  having  been  designated  for  that  podtioii 


FORTY-SIXTH   CONGRESS,   1879-1881.  867 

by  the  order  ol  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  June  7, 1871,  at  a  salary  of  $100  per  month 
and  subsistence. 

The  Polaris  was  wrecked  on  the  north  coast  of  Gr^nland  in  1872.  Her  voyage, 
loss,  and  the  marvelous  experiences  of  the  heroic  souls  comprising  the  expedition, 
are  matters  of  history,  and  comprise  one  of  the  most  interesting  chapters  in  the 
annals  of  arctic  exploration. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  survivors,  in  October,  1873,  the  claimant  was  directed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  prepare  the  preliminary  report  of  the  voyage,  and  sub- 
sequently ordered  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  there  engaged  in  working  out 
the  scientific  results  of  the  expedition. 

The  claimant  appears  to  have  been  thus  engaged  until  May,  1875,  when  he  was 
ordered  by  the  Navy  Department  to  repair  to  San  Francisco  and  embark  on  the 
United  States  steamer  Saranac  for  Alaskan  waters  to  complete  the  ethnological  vol- 
ume of  the  Arctic  Expedition.  The  Saranac,  after  being  at  sea  about  two  weeks,  was 
wrecked  between  Vancouvers  Island  and  the  mainland. 

The  claimant  immediately  returned  to  Washington,  and  was  again  ordered  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  to  continue  the  preparation  of  the  scientific  report  of  the 
Polaris  expedition,  and  where  he  remained  so  employed  until  March,  1880. 

The  claimant  now  alleges  (1)  that  he  had  a  large  amount  of  personal  property  on 
board  of  the  Polaris^  which  was  lost  with  the  vessel,  and  for  which  he  ought  to  be 
reimbursed;  (2)  that  he  had  a  large  amount  of  personal  property  on  board  the 
SaranaCy  which  was  lost  with  the  vessel,  and  for  which  he  ought  also  to  be  reim- 
bursed; (3)  that  he  has  made  large  advances  of  money  upon  the  work  now  in  prog- 
ress from  liis  own  private  means,  for  which  he  ought  to  be  reimbursed;  (4)  that  he 
has  been  paid  no  salary  for  the  period  from  August  30,  1876,  to  March  1,  1880. 

In  regard  to  the  first  item  for  which  relief  is  claimed,  viz,  articles  lost  on  board 
the  PolariSf  it  appears  from  the  evidence  submitted  to  your  committee  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  outfit  of  scientific  instruments  and  apparatus  deemed  necessary  for  the 
use  of  the  expedition  could  not  be  furnished  by  the  Government,  owing  to  the  short 
space  of  time  intervening  between  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Bessels  and  the  day  fixed 
for  the  departure  of  the  expedition.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  date  of  the  order 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  designating  Dr.  Bessels  for  the  position  of  chief  of  the 
scientific  division  of  the  expedition  is  June  7, 1871,  and  that  the  Polaris  sailed  July 
10, 1871,  too  short  a  time  for  the  Government  to  procure  or  prepare  the  scientific 
instruments  and  apparatus. 

In  this  emergency  Dr.  Bessels  supplied  this  deficiency  by  ordering  a  large  amount 
of  his  own  personal  property  on  board  of  the  Polaris  for  the  use  of  the  expedition. 
This  seems  to  have  been  done  upon  consultation  with  Professor  Henry,  the  then 
Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  one  of  the  joint  directory  of  the  expe- 
dition. The  claimant  produces  an  inventory  of  this  property  thus  furnished,  pre- 
pared by  himself  and  Professor  Henry,  and  having  upon  it  the  following  indorsement: 
*' Inventory  of  articles  lent  to  the  North  Polar  Expedition  by  Dr.  E.  Bessels,  for 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ought  to  pay  in  case  they  are  lost, 
(Signed)  Joseph  Henry,  July  7, 1871.'* 

This  document,  with  the  indorsement  of  Professor  Henry  as  above  given,  was 
deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  by  Dr.  Bessels  before  the 
sailing  of  the  Polaris.  The  articles  were  lost  with  the  vessel,  and  there  would  seem 
to  be  no  question  about  the  duty  and  obligation  of  the  Government  to  indemnify  Dr. 
Bessels  therefor.  The  value  of  these  articles  your  committee  find  to  be  the  sum  of 
$1,378.50. 

Your  committee  also  find  the  value  of  the  articles  lost  on  board  the  Saranac  by  Dr. 
Bessels  to  be  the  sum  of  $1,022.50,  and  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  indemnity 
therefor. 


i 


868 


0ONGBE88IONAL   PB0CEEDIN08. 


It  further  appears  from  the  evidence  sabmitted  to  your  committee  that  the 
ant  has  made  advances  in  money  for  the  work  now  in  preparation,  in  continnatioii 
of  the  history  of  the  Polaris  expedition,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $3,632.70.     The 
chief  item  of  the  sum  so  advanced  is  a  receipted  bill  as  follows,  viz: 

New  York,  March  ^9,  1S77. 

Dr.  EmU  BesseU  to  Jxdius  Bimy  lUhoffrapher^  Dr. 

Photolithographing,  printing  in  black  and  tint,  and  paper  for  2,000  copies 

of  52  plates  of  skulls,  at  $60 $3,120.00 

13  packing  boxes,  at  $1.26 16.25 

3, 136. 25 

Received  payment. 

Julius  Bibn. 

The  claimant  also  produces  other  vouchers,  swelling  his  advances  to  the  sum  of 
$3,632.70  above  named.  It  appeare  to  your  committee  that  these  advances  have 
been  in  fact  made  by  the  claimant;  that  the  work  upon  which  expended  was  prose- 
cuted imder  the  sanction  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  the  officers  of  the  same 
recognized  the  propriety  of  reimbursing  the  claimant. 

It  appears  further,  from  the  evidence  submitted  to  your  committee,  that  the  clum* . 
ant  has  not  received  anything  in  the  way  of  salary  for  his  services  from  August  30^ 
1876,  to  March  1, 1880.     By  the  original  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  com- 
pensation of  the  claimant  was  fixed  at  $100  per  month.    At  this  rate  there  is  now 
due  the  claimant  for  unpaid  salary  the  sum  of  $4,200. 

BBCAPITULATION. 

1.  Articles  lost  on  board  of  the  Polaris $1, 378.50 

2.  Articles  lost  on  board  the  Saranac 1, 022. 50 

3.  Advances  by  Dr.  Bessels  on  work  now  in  preparation 3, 632.  70 

4.  Salary  from  August  30,  1876,  to  March  1,  1880 4,200.00 

Total 10,233.70 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  evidence  submitted,  your  committee  are  ol 
the  opinion  that  he  is  justly  entitled  to  the  said  sum  of  $10,233.70,  and  therefore 
report  back  said  bill  with  the  recommendation  that  said  amount  be  inserted  theieiii 
and  the  same  passed. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  following 
documents,  herewith  submitted,  viz: 

1.  Letter  of  Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  under  date  of 
February  8,  1881,  and  inclosures  A,  B,  C,  D,  E. 

2.  Original  memoranda  by  Dr.  Bessels. 

3.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Navy,  under  date  of  May  21,  1880,  with  divers  inclos* 
ure§. 

4.  Documentary  evidence  submitted  by  claimant,  consisting  of  original  letter  of 
appointment,  correspondence,  and  vouchers. 

Committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

March  3,  1881. 

Deficiency  act  for  1881. 

To  pay  Dr.  Emil  Bessels  for  articles  lost  on  board  of  the  Polwria^ 
11,378.60;  for  articles  lost  on  board  of  the  Saranac^  11,022.50;  to  reim- 
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burse  him  for  payments  made  by  him  in  the  preparation  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  Polaris  expedition,  $3,632.70;  for  salarj^  from  August  30, 
1876,  to  March  1,  1880,  $4:,200;  in  all,  $10,233.70.  ' 
(Stat,  XXI,  420.) 

DOCUMENTS. 

June  7,  1880. 

By  joint  resolution  No.  44,  providing  ''for  the  publication  and  dis- 
tribution of  a  Supplement  to  the  Revised  Statutes,"  two  copies  were 
ordered  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

(Stat.,  XXI,  308.) 
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APPOINTMENT  OF  REGENTS 

By  the  Vice-President. 
May  f9,  188f— Senate. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  Chester  A.  Arthur)  appointed  Nathan- 
iel P.  Hill,  of  Colorado,  and  Samuel  B.  Maxey,  of  Texas,  Regents,  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies caused  by  the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  service  as  Senators  of 
Newton  Booth  and  Robert  E.  Withers. 

January  19,  1883— Senate. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  David  Davis)  laid  l)efore  the  Sen- 
ate the  following  communication: 

Sbnatb  Chamber,  January  19,  1883. 
Sir:  I  desire  to  inform  you  that  I  have  resigned  the  offii^e  of  Regent  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  Gboege  F.  Hoar. 

To  Hon.  David  Davis, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  The  Chair,  in  pursuance  of  the  statute, 
appoints  the  Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  George  F.  Edmunds]  in 
place  of  Mr.  Hoar. 

February  26,  1883— Senate. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  David  Davis)  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following  communication,  which  was  read: 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  SI,  1883. 
Sir:  With  grateful  thanks  for  the  honor  you  have  done  me,  I  respectfully  decline 
the  appointment  as  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  announce  h^^you  a 
short  time  since. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  Geo.  F.  Edmunds. 

Hon.  David  Davis, 

President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate. 
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The  President  pro  tempore.  The  communication  will  bo  filed. 
The  Chair  appoints  Mr.  Justin  S.  Morrill  in  plac«  of  Mr.  ^Eklmunds. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  REGENTS 

By  the  Speaker. 
January  9,  1882 — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  J.  Warren  Keifer)  appointed  Nathaniel  C. 
Deering,  of  Iowa,  Ezekiel  B.  Taylor,  of  Ohio,  and  Samuel  S.  Cox, 
of  New  York,  as  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  date 
from  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  December,  1881. 


December  5,  1881 — House. 


ETHNOLOGY — ESTIMATES. 


Estimates  for  1883. 


Ethnological  r(*searches,  $50,000. 


December  4,  1882 — House. 


Estimate  for  1884. 


Ethnological  researches,  $50,000. 


June  26.  1882. 


ETHNOIXX^Y — APPROPRIATIONS. 


[II.  Report  No.  1520.] 


Amount  paid  for  salaries  from  appropriation  for  eilmologic  researches  during  1880S1^ 

f20,000.     {Act  approved  June  SO,  1880. ) 


Director,  at  $3,600  per  annum;  2  months  and  17  days 

chief  clerk  and  disbursing  agent,  10  months,  at  $2,100  per  annum 

executive  officer,  2  months,  at  $250  per  month,  $500;  6  months,  at  $J^,000 

per  annum,  $1,500 

photographer,  1  year,  at  $1,800  per  annum 

assistant  photographer,  2  months,  at  $45  per  month,  $90;  11  months,  at 

$540  per  annum,  $495.50 

stenographer,  4  months  and  13  days,  at  $900  per  annum 

ethnologist,  10  months,  at  $1,500  per  annum 

assistant  ethnologist,  2  months  and  6  days,  at  $100  per  month 

assistant  ethnologist,  4  months,  at  $50  per  month 

assistant  ethnologist,  3  months,  at  $50  per  month 

assistant  ethnologist,  2  months,  at  $600  per  annum 

assistant  ethnologist,  1  month,  at  $30  per  month 

assistant  ethnologist,  1  month,  at  $37.50  per  month 

assistant  ethnologist,  3  months,  at  $480  per  anmun 

philologist,  2  months,  at  $125  per  month : . . . 

draftsman,  8  days,  at  $4  per  day 

copyist,  10  months,  at  $600  per  annum 

copyist,  2  months,  at  $30  per  month,  $60;  11  months,  at  $360  per  annum, 

$330.30 

copyist,  6  days,  at  $600  per  annum 

copyist,  2  months,  at  $50  per  month 

clerk,  2  months,  at  $100  per  month 


$760.00 
1,  748. 10 

2,000.00 
1,798.30 

585.50 

330.80 

1,248.00 

219.32 

200.00 

150.00 

99.50 

30.00 

37.50 

120.00 

250.00 

32.00 

499.50 

390.30 

9.80 

100.00 

200.00 
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1  clerk,  1  month,  at  $75  i)er  month $75. 00 

1  messenger,  1 1  months,  at  $480  per  annum 440. 40 

1  messenger,  2  months  and  14  days,  at  $180  per  annum 36. 50 

1  messenger,  2  months,  at  $240  per  annum 40. 20 

1  messenger,  4  months  and  12  days,  at  $425  per  annum 155. 02 

1  watchman,  11  months,  at  $480  per  annum 440. 40 

1  cook,  2  months,  at  $40  per  month 80. 00 

1  cook,  1  month  and  23  days,  at  $45  per  month 78.  75 

1  laborer,  1  month  and  23  days,  at  $50  per  month 87. 50 

1  laborer,  17  days,  at  $1.50  per  day 25. 50 

1  teamster,  1  month,  at  $30  per  month 30. 00 

1  foreman,  1  month  and  23  days,  at  $75  i)er  month ". 131. 25 

Services  procuring  Indian  vocabulary  (job) 11. 00 

Services  backing  map  Qob) 6. 00 

Total 12,445.83 

August  7,  1882. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1883. 

For  the  purpose  of  continuing  ethnological  researches  among  the 
North  American  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  including  salaries  and  compensation  of  all 
neces.sary  employees,  $35,000. 

(Stat.,  XXn,  332.) 

March  3.  1883. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1884. 

For  the  purpose  of  continuing  ethnological  researches  among  the 
North  American  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  including  salaries  and  compensation  of  all 
necessary  employees,  $40,000,  of  which  $3,000  shall  be  expended  for 
continuing  and  completing  the  compilation  and  preparation  of  a  sta- 
tistical atlas  of  Indian  affairs  by  C.  C.  Royce,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  Smithsonian  Institution,  which  shall  be 
immediately  available. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  628.) 

THOMSON    SIAMESE   DEPOSIT. 
January  12,  1882 — House. 

A  bill  (H.  2810)  introduced  by  Mr.  J.  F.  C.  Talbott. 
(See  Report  No.  65  from  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  Forty -seventh 
Congress,  first  session,  House.     Presented  in  House  January  24, 1882.) 

August  8,  1882, 

Be  it  enacted^  etc, ,  That  Mary  E.  Thomson,  mother  of  Passed  Assist- 
ant Paymaster  Curtis  H.  Thomson,  U.  S.  N.,  deceased,  l>e,  and  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  accept,  first,  a  portrait,  in  frame,  of  Her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  of  Siam;  second,  a  silver  enameled  cigar-case; 
third,  a  matchbox  and  tray  of  Siamese  work,  the  same  being  pre- 
sented to  said  Curtis  H.  Thomson,  in  his  lifetime,  by  the  King  of 
Siam,  and  now  on  deposit  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

(Stat,  XXU,  738.) 
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EXPOSITIONS. 

Atlanta  ^apposition, 
February  13,  1882. 

Act  approved  appropriating  J6,000  to  pack  and  transport  to  Wash- 
ington agricultural  and  mineral  specimens  from  the  Atlanta  (Georgia) 
Exposition  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  3.) 

Denver  Ktpositicyfi, 
April  7.  1882. 

Act  approved  to  admit  free  of  duty  articles  for  exhibition  at  the 
National  Mining  and  Industrial  Exposition  to  be  held  in  Denver, 
Colorado,  in  1882. 

(Stat,  XXII,  41.) 

March  3.  1883. 

Act  approved  to  admit  free  of  duty  articles  intended  for  the  National 
Mining  and  Industrial  Exposition  in  Denver,  Colorado,  in  1883. 
(Stet.,  XXII,  481.) 

London  Fishery  Exhibition- 
June  15,  1882— House. 

Mr.  Charles  G.  Williams,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  reported  joint  resolution  (H.  237)  concerning  an  inter- 
national tishery  exhibition  to  be  held  at  London  in  May  of  the  follow- 
ing year. 

Referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

June  19,  1882— House, 

Mr.  Charles  G.  Williams,  of  Wisconsin.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to  move  to  suspend  the  rules  so  as  to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
from  the  further  consideration  of  H.  Res.  No.  237,  and  to  pass  the 
same. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Blount.  I  demand  a  second  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules. 

The  Speaker.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the  motion  will  be  consid- 
ered as  seconded.  The  Chair  hears  no  objection.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Blount]  will  be  recognized  to  control  the  time  in 
opposition  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Blount.  I  suppose  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Wil- 
liams] desires  to  bo  heard  first. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Speaker,  these  international 
exhibitions  are  the  great  object-teaching  schools  of  the  world.  They 
have  changed  the  character  and  turned  the  currents  of  trade  frequently 
more  in  ninety  days  than  private  enterprise,  however  combined,  could 
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years.  At  Berlin  the  United  States  carried  off  the  first  prize  in 
itition  with  all  other  nations.  It  is  virtually  conceded,  or  at 
ertainly  assured,  that  if  the  invitation  to  London  next  year  be 
:ed  and  preparation  properly  made,  this  country  will  surpass  all 
;  combined  in  the  display  of  those  things  which  pertain  to  fish- 
e  and  the  practical  results  connected  therewith, 
resources  of  this  country  for  the  production  of  fish  and  all  that 
ns  thereto,  the  Commissioner  informs  us,  are  greater  than  in  all 
)untries  of  Europe  combined.  The  actual  production  is  four 
greater  than  that  of  Norway,  the  greatest  fish  producing  coun- 

I  that  continent.     The  products  of  fish  and  fisheries  in  the  United 
in  the  census  year  1880  in  the  hands  of  producers  amounted  to 

>0,000,  and  at  wholesale  prices  to  $90,000,000.  By  means  of 
ial  appliances  now  in  use — not  tentative,  but  which  have  been 
cally  tested  and  their  utility  demonstrated — the  Commissioner 
ns  us  that  the  product,  including  all  things  pertaining  to  it,  may 
Teased  ten  times,  which  would  give  the  enormous  annual  pro- 
>n  of  $900,000,000.  We  can  scarcely  realize  this.  So  accus- 
.  are  we  to  look  to  the  land  for  wealth  that  we  overlook  the 
•ces  of  our  American  waters,  and  we  forget  how  God  maintained 
d  man  till  he  fulfilled  his  allotted  mission.  We  do  indeed  culti- 
he  land,  but  we  have  civilized  the  waters  with  baseness.  ♦  ♦  * 
Commissioner  sends  to  the  conmiittee  this  memorandum: 

)75  Congress  made  an  appropriation  for  expenditure  by  the  Smithsonian 
tion  and  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  of  over  $100,000  for  the  prepa- 
)l  an  exhibit  of  the  animal  and  mineral  resources  of  the  United  States.     Of 

II  about  $30,000  was  expended  in  connection  with  the  fisheries  branch  of  the 
The  display  made  in  consequence  was  complete  and  satisfactory. 

le  close  of  the  exhibition  these  specimens  were  boxed  up  and  transferred  to 
igton,  where  they  remained  stored  in  the  Armory  building  until  1880.  In 
ar  Congress  passed  an  act  for  participation  by  the  United  States  in  the  fishery 
at  Berlin,  and  appropriated  $20,000  for  the  purpose.  This  amount  would 
3en  entirely  inadequate  but  for  the  fact  that  the  greater  part  of  the  display 
eady  prepared,  leaving  comparatively  little  additional  matter  to  be  procured, 
ivas  also  in  readiness  a  series  of  portable  cases,  which  had  been  constructed  at 
itional  cost  of  some  $6,000,  and  which  were  forwarded  to  Germany  with  the 
H  and  used  in  the  installation  and  display  of  the  collection.  Owing  to  the  great 
ty  of  the  Bremen  Steamship  Company,  the  collection  of  boxes,  occupying  some 
nibic  feet  of  capacity,  was  taken  to  Bremen  and  brought  back  again  free  of 
The  railroad  companies  between  Washington,  New  York,  and   Boston 

I  a  similarly  liberal  spirit. 

II  be  impossible  to  use  any  considerable  portion  of  the  articles  exhibited  at 
^Iphia  and  Berlin  for  the  London  display.  Many  of  them  were  ruine<l  by 
infer,  so  as  to  require  renewal,  and  the  collection  generally  has  become  so 
lown  by  its  double  exhibition  as  to  be  what  may  be  called  shopworn.  For 
Lson  an  entirely  new  series  of  presentation  will  be  required;  also  the  fishery 
ies  have  been  greatly  extended  since  1880. 

packing  boxes  in  which  the  collections  were  sent  to  Berlin  and  back  have  all 
38troyed,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  greater  part  of  the  cases.  The 
itures  therefore  necessary  w^ill  be  as  follows: 
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1.  The  prt>paration  of  tlie  n<»w  exhibit  in  all  itH  detailn,  and  of  the  most  perfect 
charaoter. 

2.  The  prepamtion  of  t}i(^  HiKHumenH,  and  nioiintiug  them  on  suitable  boards  or 
tablets. 

3.  The  confltniction  of  caneH  in  which  they  may  1x5  exhibited  on  reaching  London. 

4.  The  oonstniction  of  ]»ac^king  l)oxeH  ncHH*i«ary  for  holding  the  exhibits. 

5.  The  freight  charges  to  I^ondon  and  Imck  on  not  less  than  20,000  cable  feet  of 
pac^kages. 

6.  The  salaries,  traveling  exix^^nses,  and  subsistence  in  London  of  the  party  neces- 
sary to  take  charge  of  the  display. 

The  following  schedule  of  expenditures  is  given  as  an  approximate  estimate: 

The  collection  of  the  materials  for  exhibit $8,  GOD 

Tlie  general  preparation  for  exhibition 5, 000 

The  constniction  of  cases  f<jr  exhibition 8, 000 

The  construction  of  i>a(!king  lx)xes  for  an  estimated  bulk  of  20,000  cubic  feet. .     3, 000 

The  freights  cm  20,000  cubic  feet  from  Washington  to  London  and  back 20,000 

Expenses  of  party  in  charge  of  display 6, 000 

There  is  no  sum  of  $30,000  nor  $20,0CK)  in  this  bill  for  junketing 
expenses — 

A  total  of  $50,000,  allowing  nothing  for  incidentals,  nothing  for  unexpected  expenses, 
and  nothing  for  accjuiring  articles  of  economical  value  to  the  LTnited  States  by  the 
National  Museum. 

The  sum  mentioue<i  is  the  ver^'  lowest  with  which  the  work  can  be  done  to  any 
advantage.  It  will  indeed  require  a  great  deal  of  economy  to  bring  a  suitable  out- 
lay wuthin  the  figures  mentione<l. 

Sir,  there  is  something  due  to  the  courtesy  of  nations.  Great 
Britain  has  politely  invited  us,  though  she  is  aware  with  what  she  has 
to  compete.  The  amount  appropriated  is  reasonable;  the  object  in 
view  is  prudent  and  practicable.  I  sincerely  hope  the  House  will  pass 
the  resolutions,  as  it  will  be  too  late  if  not  done  at  this  session  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  Speaker,  how  much  time  have  I  remaining? 

The  Speaker.  Four  minutes. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Wisconsin.  1  yield  for  a  moment  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Cox]. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Cox,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Speaker,  prior  to  the  Centennial 
exhibition  in  1876  comparatively  little  was  known  in  regard  to  the 
greatness  of  our  fish  resources,  while  the  important  factor  fish  played 
in  our  domestic  economy  was  but  little  appreciated.  At  that  time  a 
hurried  collection  of  specimens  was  jointly  made  by  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  and  the  Fish  Commission,  which  in  diversity  and  size  sur- 
prised all  those  who  saw  it  at  Philadelphia.  The  development  in  this 
line  has  observably  increased  since  that  time,  until  1880,  when  on  a 
three-weeks'  notice  a  collection  was  gotten  together  by  the  untiring 
Commissioner,  Professor  Baird,  and  shipped  to  Berlin,  under  the 
supervision  of  Prof.  G.  Brown  Goode. 

This  exhibit  again  proved  a  surprise,  this  time  not  only  to  Ameri- 
cans, but  also  to  the  exhibitors  of  Europe,  who  saw  as  bear  off  the 
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bonors,  including  the  eperg7u>^  the  magnificent  gift  of  KaLser  Wilhelm, 
«vhich  was  presented  to  our  commissioner.  It  was  a  fit  token  that  he 
had  done  more  for  the  fishing  interests  of  his  country  than  any  other 
man.  Since  the  Berlin  exhibition,  when  the  attention  of  foreign 
?ountries  had  been  called  to  the  cheapness  and  excellence  of  the  vari- 
ous products  of  the  fisheries,  new  markets  have  been  found  for  dried, 
salted,  and  prepared  fish  of  different  kinds,  and  also  for  the  apparatus 
ased  by  the  fishermen.  The  exports  have  increased  correspondingly 
in  value  and  in  kind.  Let  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  speak: 

One  of  the  immediate  results  of  the  participation  by  this  Grovemment  in  the  exhi- 
bition at  Berlin,  in  1880,  was  the  establishment  of  agencies  for  the  sale  of  American 
Bsh  products  in  nearly  every  country  in  Europe.  As  another  result,  American 
boneless  codfish  has  been  adopted  a£  a  standard  article  of  food  by  some  seventeen  or 
more  of  the  regiments  of  the  German  army,  and  its  introduction  into  the  commissary 
department  of  the  navies  of  Germany  and  Russia  is  seriously  contemplated. 

The  foreign  tra^le  in  this  commodity  has  but  just  begun,  and  its  possibilities  for 
the  future  are  almost  without  limit.  The  Commissioner  states  that  the  value  of  the 
products  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States  in  the  census  year  1880  was  about 
^,000,000.  This  was  the  estimated  price  paid  to  the  producer,  but  the  value  of  the 
»me  products  at  wholesale  rates  would  not  be  less  than  $90,000,000. 

The  export  trade,  owing  to  a  strong  home  demand,  in  the  year  1880  amounted  to 
3nly  15,744,580.  Professor  Baird  states  that  under  the  processes  now  l)eing  success- 
fully employed,  the  resources  of  the  waters  of  the  United  States  available  for  this 
purpose  may  be  made  to  produce  a  quantity  of  useful  products  at  least  ten  times  as 
^reat  as  they  now  produce,  which  would  amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of  $900,000,000 
per  annum.  He  also  estimates  that  at  the  rate  at  which  oysters  are  now  Ixjing  con- 
3umed  ten  years  will  exhaust  the  natural  supply  in  this  country,  but  states  that 
imder  artificial  methods  now  employed  the  supply  will  soon  be  restored.  In  view 
3f  the  growing  scarcity  and  high  prices  for  meat  food  these  things  become  of  vital 
importance.  The  exports  of  oysters  from  the  United  States  to  England  have  risen 
in  value  from  $33,661  in  1875  to  $403,629  in  1881. 

This  country  excels  all  others  in  the  preparation  of  the  cheapest  and  best  quali- 
ties of  dried  cod  and  pollock.  These  are  prepared  with  skin  and  bones  removed,  and 
packed  in  neat  boxes  for  transportation.  It  has  also  an  almost  unexampled  pro- 
duction of  superior  grades  of  smoked  herring,  sturgeon,  halibut,  and  mullet,  all  of 
which,  if  placed  upon  foreign  markets,  would  meet*  an  immense  sale.  The  display 
Df  these  and  similar  articles  in  the  exhibition  would  tend  directly  to  their  introduc- 
tion into  European  markets. 

Certainly,  then,  if  these  results  have  followed  the  Berlin  exhibition 
it  is  of  great  commercial  interest  to  expand  our  markets,  which  are 
now  only  10  per  cent  of  what  they  really  ought  to  be,  could,  and  will 
be  if  Professor  Baird  is  assisted  in  his  endeavors,  for,  as  he  truthfully 
jays  in  his  report: 

Many  coimtries  of  Europe  have  already  reached  that  period  when  they  look  to 
foreign  nations  for  their  supply  of  animal  food.  America  furnishes  a  great  part;  the 
less  populaterl  regions  of  Europe  the  remainder.  The  increase  in  the  price  of  what 
IS  called  **  butchers*  meat,"  though  gradual,  is  inevitable,  and  every  year  a  larger 
ind  larger  percentage  of  the  population  will  be  unable  to  secure  it.  In  this  emer- 
^ncy  we  must  look  to  the  water  for  the  means  of  supply. 
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America  haa  the  supply,  Europe  furnishes  the  demand.  It  would  therefore  seem 
that  all  reasonable  opportunities  should  be  improved  to  bring  her  productions  to  the 
attention  of  foreign  countries. 

The  President  approves  this  bill,  as  does  also  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State,  who  says: 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  fisheries  interests  of  this  country,  the  widely 
extended  and  growing  exportation  of  our  maritime  products  as  food  and  for  use  in 
the  arts  and  manufactures,  and  the  constantly  increasing  attention  which  our  citizens 
are  giving  to  the  subject  of  fish  culture,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  a  wise  and  profita- 
ble measure  for  Congress  to*make  such  provision  as  would  enable  the  United  Statee 
to  take  a  part  in  the  proposed  exhibition  at  London  commensurate  with  the  interest 
of  the  country  in  the  subject. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  an  appropriation  of  $50,000  be  made  to  enable 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  securing  the  representation  of 
this  country  at  the  London  International  Fisheries  Exhibition  of  18S3,  by  contrib- 
uting illustrations  of  the  condition  and  products  of  our  domestic  and  ocean  fisheries, 
and  of  the  progress  of  fish-culture  in  this  country,  and  also  by  sending  competent 
persons  to  the  exhibition  to  study  the  exhibits  and  to  exchange  the  latest  views  upon 
this  important  subject  with  the  delegates  of  other  countries. 

For  these  reasons,  and  to  enlarge  our  commerce  for  the  increase  of 
the  comforts  and  needs  of  life  at  home  and  abroad,  I  cheerfully  sus- 
tain the  measure  reported  by  my  honorable  friend,  the  chairman  of 
the  Foreign  Affairs  Committee. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  summarize: 

1.  Exports  can  be  increased  immensely,  with  corresponding  stimulus 
to  fish  production  in  this  country. 

2.  Increase  of  the  knowledge  of  our  productions  while  we  hold  our 
place  against  all  competitors. 

3.  Rivalry  with  Great  Britain  and  the  best  single  display. 
In  other  words,  and  briefly,  we  stimulate — 

1.  Exports. 

2.  Production. 

3.  Patriotic  pride. 

Mr.  F.  HiscocK.  Is  it  in  order  to  congratulate  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Cbx]  that  he  addresses  the  House  from  this  side  of  the  Hall? 

Mr.  Cox,  of  New  York.  On  a  matter  like  this,  entirely  apostolic  in 
its  character,  I  recognize  no  party  divisions. 

Mr.  Blount.  Mr.  Chairman,  two  years  ago  we  appropriated  money 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  Berlin  fish  exhibition,  which  was 
probably  the  first  movement  of  that  character  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country.  Contrary  to  what  was  customary  a  few  years 
ago,  there  are  constant  efforts  to  press  through  Congress,  on  various 
excuses,  appropriations  for  junketing  expeditions  to  Europe.  I  regard 
this  as  one  of  the  same  class  of  schemes. 

Now,  what  are  the  reasons  urged  for  the  passage  of  the  pending 
bill?  We  have  been  presented  with  an  array  of  figures  as  to  our 
wealth  in  the  matter  of  fish  culture.     The  statistics  are  exceedingly 
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interesting,  no  doubt,  and  they  are  very  complimentary  to  the  peo- 
ple, but  the  Fish  Commission  has  had  but  little  to  do  with  the  pro- 
duction of  that  wealth  on  the  part  of  our  people  who  are  engaged  in 
various  fisheries.  It  is  to  our  own  capital,  to  our  own  energy,  to  our 
own  intelligence,  this  wealth  is  due.  It  has  been  built  up  by  the  indus- 
try and  courage  of  our  own  people,  and  not  from  anything  done  by 
this  Fish  Commission  in  attending  international  displays  of  the  kind 
now  proposed. 

Why,  then,  all  this  parade  of  the  wealth  of  the  country  in  connec- 
tion with  an  appropriation  for  a  fish  exhibition  abroad?  Do  you  pro- 
pose to  rob  the  people  connected  with  these  fish  industries  of  the  rep- 
utation they  are  justly  entitled  to,  and  gather  it  all  up  for  this  Fish 
Conunission  in  a  movement  of  this  sort? 

You  have  been  told  that  some  seventeen  regiments  of  the  German 
army  are  now  being  fed  with  boneless  codfish,  and  that  during  the 
Berlin  exhibition  the  fact  was  constantly  before  the  German  people 
that  these  were  American  fish,  and  that  for  the  first  time  the  people 
who  had  charge  of  the  commissary  department  of  the  German  army 
learned  our  American  soldiers  were  being  fed  on  codfish.  Such  a 
reason  as  this  is  so  empty,  is  so  absurd,  it  can  invite  nothing  else  but 
the  suggestion  that  there  is  no  real,  substantial  reason  why  this  thing 
should  be  done.  The  report  fails  to  show  how  the  Fish  Commissioner 
obtained  the  information  upon  which  this  statement  has  been  based, 
and  the  gentleman  having  charge  of  the  bill  has  failed  to  show  it. 

Every  possible  fact  which  can  be  gathered  together  in  reference  to 
the  production  of  fish  in  this  country  has  been  collated  in  this  report 
for  the  purpose  of  furthering  this  exhibition.  I  do  not  see,  however, 
one  solitary  reason  in  the  report  which  can  be  considered  as  tenable. 
Are  not  our  New  England  fishermen  enterprising?  Are  they  not 
awake  to  their  interests  ?  If  there  is  a  market  abroad  for  their  pro- 
duction, who  will  sooner  find  it  out  than  they?  Is  there  a  market 
there,  and  are  we  to  learn  in  reference  to  it  for  the  first  time  by  this 
exhibition  ? 

The  Commissioner  says  in  this  report: 

Many  countries  of  Europe  have  already  reached  that  period  when  they  look  to 
foreign  nations  for  their  supply  of  animal  food.  America  furnishes  a  great  part;  the 
less  populated  regions  of  Europe  the  remainder.  The  increase  in  the  price  of  what 
is  called  **  butcher's  meat,"  though  gradual,  is  inevitable,  and  every  year  a  larger 
and  larger  percentage  of  the  population  will  be  imable  to  secure  it.  In  this  emer- 
gency we  must  look  to  the  water  for  the  means  of  supply. 

Europe  is  now  looking  out  over  the  face  of  the  globe  for  products 
of  this  kind,  in  order  to  purchase  them.  She  is  looking  to  America, 
and  everywhere  else. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  agree  with  the  sentiment  that  the  supply  of 
food  fish  should  be  increased,  and  I  am  willing  to  vote  as  liberally  to 
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the  P'ish  ( 'ominission  for  tin*  ]nirp<)se  of  filling  our  rivers  and  streams 
with  lish  as  any  other  iiieinlj<M'  of  Congress.  I  am  as  willing  as  any 
other  to  contribute  to  the  inen»as4»  of  this  wealth  ;  but  that  is  another 
thing  from  this  fish  exhibiticm.  Tlie  nmltiplying  of  food-fishes  in  this 
country  by  artilieial  means  is  quite  a  different  thing  from  going 
abroad  and  spending  5pr>().00<)  at  an  exhibition.  We  can  take  that 
appropriation  and  go  on  with  our  fish-culture. 

Tiie  Fish  Commission  wentbefon^  flu*  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs 
and  stated  we  had  gone  further  than  all  the  countries  in  Europe  in  the 
matter  of  lish-culture,  and  that  they  were  constantly  resorting  to  this 
country  to  study  our  methods.  Therefore  there  can  be  no  benefit  to 
bi^  gain(»d  by  this  exhibition,  and  there  can  be  no  suggestion  of  any 
improvement  to  come  from  it.  There  can  be  no  successful  allegation 
that  those  people  are  blind  to  our  products  and  we  must  therefore  go 
to  this  (exhibition  at  a  cost  of  $50,000  to  advertise  our  fish  production. 
The  Fish  Conuuissioner  tells  you  their  interest  as  well  as  their  intelli«- 
geuce  are  constantly  advising  them  to  look  in  this  direction  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  their  supply. 

As  I  said  in  the  outset,  in  1880  we  attended  one  of  these  exhibitions 
at  Berlin.  Now  we  are  jisked  to  provide  for  another  exhibition.  One 
seems  to  beget  the  other.  So  we  arc  to  get  up  in  various  Depart- 
ments of  the  Gov(»rnment  upon  this  sort  of  sophistical  reasoning  from 
time  to  time  all  sorts  of  junketing  expeditions,  for  they  are  nothing 
more  or  less. 

I  challenge  any  gentleman  to  find  a  well-founded  fact  in  the  report 
to  show  that  our  attendance  at  Berlin  lias  increased  the  demand  for 
our  fish  production.  1  submit  there  is  an  absence  of  any  such  ground. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  declamation  about  American  fish  production. 
There  is  a  deal  of  assumption  without  a  single  report  from  any  official 
source  to  base  it  on  ;  but  Ave  are  expected  to  take  it  for  granted  that 
all  these  statements  are  correct  and  to  vote  money  toward  this  e 
tion.  There  can  not  come,  I  apprehend,  the  slightest  difficulty  if  wo 
fail  to  do  it.  The  world  will  still  w^ant  fish,  and  the  mercantile  world 
and  the  interest  involved  in  fish  production  wuU  take  care  of  all  these 
matters.  ~' — -^ 


We  need  not  concern  ourselves  so  much  with  the  affairs  of  the  \ 
American  people  in  relation  to  their  foreign  commerce  or  their  asso- 
ciations with  foreign  countries  in  matters  of  trade.  We  had  better  ^ 
confine  our  attention  to  their  fish  and  other  industries  and  see  to  build- 
ing them  up,  if  we  have  anything  to  do  with  the  subject.  They  do 
not  ask  any  such  assistance  as  this  bill  contemplates.  If  thej''  are  left 
alone  they  will  do  in  the  future  as  they  have  done  in  the  past,  with 
their  industry  and  intelligence  take  care  of  all  of  these  interests  for 
themselves. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  am  getting  fatigued  with  the  idea  that  on  eveiy 


\ 


^ 
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ion  we  are  invited  to  see  what  other  countries  are  doing  in  par- 
r  lines.     When  anything  is  said  about  the  American  Army  we 

once  shown  the  great  disproportion  between  our  Aniiy  and  that 
iropean  countries.  Whenever  a  criticism  on  the  American  Navy 
de,  it  brings  out  a  presentation  of  the  fact  that  certain  European 
IS  have  vast  numbers  of  powerfully  armed  ships,  as  if  all  of  these 
intended  as  an  argument  why  we,  occupying  our  position,  should 
e  same.     We  are  constantly  shown  these  things.     I  would  turn 

from  them.  I  would  turn  to  the  history  of  the  past;  I  would 
V  our  own  time-honored  policy,  and  let  these  interests  remain  in 
ands  of  the  people,  where  they  ought  to  be,  instead  of  in  a  fish 
lission.  Vote  this  down,  but  give  every  dollar  necessary  to  mul- 
the  fish  supplies  for  the  people  of  this  country. 

ill  reserve  the  remainder  of  my  time. 

.  C.  G.  Williams,  of  Wisconsin.  I  yield  now  two  minutes  to  the 

eman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Rice]. 

.  W.  W.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Speaker,  under  the  patron- 

f  the  Government  our  mechanics  and  manufacturers  have  com- 

in  national  expositions  with  the  citizens  of  the  Old  and  the  New 
ds,  and  even  with  those  wonderful  communities  which  have  spining 

the  continental  islands  beneath  the  Southern  Cross,  and  they  have 

s  won  glory,  honor,  and  profit  from  such  competitions, 
w,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  comes  here  and  would  have  us 
re  that  all  of  these  are  but  mere  junketing  expeditions.  I  trust, 
lat  the  men  who  are  pushing  to  the  front  the  industry  of  Geor- 
ill  teach  him  that  there  is  something  else  in  these  international 
sts  than  mere  pleasure  trips  or  junketing  expeditions.  This 
>ition  differs  from  the  othei's  only  in  that  it  has  a  bearing  upon  a 
?»,  special  interest  and  industry.  What  is  that?  It  is  the  fish 
tiy;  it  is  an  industry  which  is  maintained  by  the  men  who  won 
ishing  grounds  to  the  country  in  the  early  days  of  this  nation's 
mce,  and  whose  rights  were  protected  by  the  statesmen  of  the 
lution,  and  who  to-day  in  their  hardy  pursuits  are  ready,  with 
lag  at  the  masthead,  to  bear  it  out  in  triumph  over  the  seas 
st  any  power.  These  are  the  men  whose  interests  are  at  stake. 
>re  the  hammer  fell.] 

.  Williams,  of  Wisconsin.   1  now  yield  the  remainder  of  the 
to  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Kasson]. 
.  J.  A.  Kasson.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
to  conclude  his  remarks. 

.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts.  1  desire  simply  to  call  your  attention 
other  matter  in  connection  with  this  subject  at  this  time,  and  that 
its  interest  to  the  scientific  men  whose  skill  has  brought  to  light 
5cret5>  of  fish-culture,  and  whose  investigations  have  pushed  this 
;ry   to  the  front  in  the  matter  of  fish   propagation  and  their 
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curing.  Is  there  to  be  an  exhibition  of  the  fishing  interests  of  the 
world,  ana  is  Professor  Baird  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  be 
excluded  from  that  exhibition  by  the  parsimony  of  the  Government 
that  thev  serve 'if    . 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  behalf  of  the  fishermen  of  the  country,  in  behalf  of 
the  business  men  who  are  sending  out  shoals  of  fishes  to  supplj'^  all 
the  waters  of  our  country,  who  have  shown  us  how  to  take  the 
plunder  of  the  seas  and  convert  to  the  services  of  man  the  otherwise 
wasted  treasures  of  the  ocean,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  and  trust  it  will  receive  the  support  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bix)UNT.  Mr.  Spi^aker,  the  speech  of  my  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts  is  but  an  illustration  of  what  I  stated  a  while  ago,  that  when- 
ever you  come  to  talk  of  any  exposition,  or  any  fact  in  connection 
with  such  matters,  instead  of  confining  themselves  to  the  subject  gen- 
tlemen will  wander  off  to  the  glorification  of  the  Americtin  people  and 
the  importanc^e  of  competing  with  foreign  nations  on  such  questions. 
But  my  friend  from  Massachusetts  has  taken  occasion  to  say  that  the 
people  of  Georgia  would  probably  teach  me  better  ideas  in  reference 
to  this  question.  Now  I  want  to  say  to  my  friend  that  the  people  of 
Georgia,  I  think,  are  quite  intelligent,  and  do  not  need  any  spurring 
from  him  for  the  purpose  of  considering  their  own  industries  or  the 
welfare  of  this  country. 

So  far  as  the  fishermen  of  New  England  are  concerned,  in  whom 
my  friend  is  interested  and  in  whose  behalf  he  appeals  for  this  fish 
show,  I  have  simply  to  say  in  their  behalf  that  I  would  rather  give 
them  the  money  to  enable  them  to  multiply  their  fish  products  than 
to  enable  the  commission  to  go  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  various  products  of  other  countries.  That  is  a  matter  in 
which  they  can  have  but  little  interest.  It  is  a  matter  that  does  not 
merit  our  attention  when  other  questions  of  vital  importance  are 
urging  themselves  upon  us,  and  I  think  we  had  better  direct  our 
energies  to  the  multiplying  of  our  own  fish  product  in  this  way  than 
wasting  our  time  in  such  expeditions. 

There  was  appropriated  in'  the  last  bill  J200,000  for  fish-culture, 
double  what  had  been  appropriated  for  some  years  past;  and  this  has 
been  growing  continually,  and  yet  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  so 
important  do  I  regard  it  for  the  interests  of  our  own  people  that  I 
have  been  always  willing  and  in  favor  of  it,  and  propose  to  continue 
it  so  far  as  lies  in  my  power.  But  that  is  a  different  thing  from  what 
is  proposed  in  this  bill. 

I  trust  the  House  will  not  be  misled  by  any  sentiment  about  Ameri- 
can industries  to  sanction  this  proposition.  Allow  this  thing  to  be 
done  this  year  and  it  will  l>e  demanded  from  year  to  year,  and  every 
time  it  comes  up  a  stump  speech  is  to  be  interjected  into  this  report 
in  support  of  the  measure,  and  the  people  will  be  called  upon  to  bear 
the  expense. 
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?he  Speaker.  The  question  is  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 

sconsin  [Mr.  Williams]  to  suspend  the  rules  and  pass  the  joint  res- 

tion  which  has  been  read. 

4r.  Blount  called  for  a  division. 

?he  House  divided;  and  there  were — ayes  89,  noes  36. 

Ai\  Blount.  No  quorum. 

?he  Speaker.    Does  the  gentleman  insist  on  the   point  as  to  a 

)rum? 

Ar,  Blount.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

)n  the  question  of  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays  there  were — ayes  18, 

's  88. 

k>  (the  affirmative  not  being  one-fifth  of  the  whole  vote)  the  yeas 

I  nays  were  not  ordered. 

tfr.  Blount.  I  make  the  point  that  a  quorum  did  not  vote. 

The  Speaker.  The  point  is  made  too  late.     Two-thirds  having  voted 

the  affirmative,  the  rules  are  suspended  and  the  joint  resolution  is 

ised. 

dr.  Williams,  pf  Wisconsin.    I  ask  unanimous  consent  that  my 

league  [Mr.  Deuster]  have  leave  to  print  some  remarks  on  this  joint 

olution. 

There  was  no  objection. 

'  12,  1882SenatB. 
■^assed. 

18,  1882. 

Joint  Resolution. 

Whereas  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  received  official 
imation  from  that  of  Great  Britain  that  it  is  proposed  to  hold  an 
crnational  Exhibition  of  Fish,  Fisheries,  and  Fish  Products  at  Lon- 
1  in  May,  1883,  whereat  the  representation  of  the  United  States  b 
ited;  and 

iVhereas,  also,  by  its  action  as  a  Gt)vemment,  and  by  the  active 
erprise  of  merchants,  fishermen,  and  inventors  and  the  researches 
men  of  science  in  this  country,  the  United  States  has  attained  and 
ds  a  prominent  place  in  all  that  relates  to  the  development  of  the 
lat  fisheries  industries,  the  extension  of  the  great  commercial  rela- 
Qship  with  other  countries  based  on  the  exportation  of  prepared  fish 
>ducts;  which  now  forms  an  important  factor  in  the  national  wealth, 
artificial  propagation  of  food  fishes,  and  the  re-stocking  of  depleted 
ling  waters,  and  it  is  expedient  that  the  industries  and  interests  thus 
icerned  should  be  adequately  represented  on  the  occasion:  Therefore, 
Resolved  J  etc.j  That  the  invitation  of  the  British  Government  be 
epted,  and  that,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Department  of  State, 
United  States  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries  be,  and  he 
H.  Doc.  732 50 
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hereby  is,  instructed  to  prepare  or  cause  to  he  i)rej)ared  a  complete 
andsyvStematie  representative  exhibition  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  shall  1k^  shown  the  followinj^:  A  series  of  modelSf 
maps,  and   charts  showinjif   th(»   locution   and   extent   of  the   various 
fishinj^  trrounds;    a  full  s«»ries  of  the  principal  sea  and  fresh-water 
fishes,  shelltish,  sj^on^t^s,  etc.,  and  other  useful   inhabitants   of    the 
watcM's  of  the  country  (either  as  specimens,  casts,  or  illastrationB); 
sp(M*im<»ns  of  models  of  the  various  kinds  of  jr(*ar,  apimratus,  boats, 
et<*.,  us(»d  in  their  capture;  a  full  collection  of  articles  showing"  the 
commercial  and  economic  uses  of  the  fishes  and  other  water  animals, 
whi<'h  shall  include,  lK»sides  the  sam})les  and  sp<H'imens,  models  and 
other  representations  of  appliances  us4h1  in  their  pn»paration  and  pres- 
ervation for  food,  as  w(»ll  as  for  purjx)ses  of  use  and  ornament,  such  as 
dried,  smok^nl,  and  canned  fish,  etc.;  oils,  fertilizers,  maiuifactured 
shells,  corals,  sjwnges,  etc.;  also  a  full  series  of  articles,  or  models 
thereof,  showing  the  economic  condition  of  our  fishermen,  such   as 
clothing  and  other  personal  outfit,  models  of  dwelling  houses,  etc.;  a 
collection  of   documents   showing   the   present  condition  of   fishery 
legislation;  also  specimens,  models,  and  illiLstrations  of  the  apparatus 
used  in  artificMal  hatching  and  l)reeding  of  fish,  oysters,  etc.;  models 
of  hatcheries,  ponds,  fishwa\'s,  transportation  cars,  vessels,  etc.;  statis- 
tical maps  showing  the  range,  abundance,  etc.,  of  our  fishes,  etc.;  also 
such  other  facts,  apparatus,  models,  specimens,  etc.,  as  may  be  needed 
to  convev  a  (Correct  idea  of  this  branch  of  the  nation's  industries. 

Sec.  2,  That  with  the  approval  of  the  Director  of  the  National 
Museum,  any  cognate  ix)rtion  of  the  (collections  thereof  may  be  used 
in  the  preparation  of  the  exhibit  herein  provided  for,  permission  to 
remove  the  same  from  the  National  Museum  being  hereby  granted. 
And  the  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries  is  hereby  authorized  to 
obtain,  by  exchange  or  otherwise,  such  procurable  objects  from  other 
exhibits  in  London  as  luay  tend  to  perfect  the  permanent  fishery 
exhibit  of  the  United  States  National  Museum. 

Sec.  3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  United  States  Commissioner 
of  Fish  and  Fisheries  to  present  to  Congress  a  detjiiled  report  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  Europi^an  fisheries,  with  information  as  to 
any  methods  by  which  those  of  the  Unitc^d  States  can  be  modified  or 
improved,  as  well  as  any  suggestions  he  may  deem  }>ertinent  in  regard 
to  increasing  the  exportation  of  fishery  products  from  the  United 
States  to  foreign  countries. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries 
is  hereby  authorized  to  represent  the  United  States  at  the  exhibition 
in  (piestion,  either  in  person  or  by  a  deput\-  to  be  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  together  with  such  assistants  as  he  may 
recommend  as  useful  in  carrying  out  the  proposed  participation  of  the 
United  States  at  the  exhibition. 
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Sec.  5.  That  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  collection,  prep- 
aration, and  packing  of  the  exhibit  authorized,  its  transfer  from  and 
to  the  United  States,  its  installation  and  suj)ervision  in  Ix)ndon,  and 
such  other  incidentiil  expenses  as  may  of  necessity  arise,  there  is  hereby 
appropriated,  out  of  any  liioney  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  $50,000,  or  so  much  thereof 
as  may  ])e  required,  to  })e  immediately  available,  and  to  be  exj)ended 
by  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisherie^i,  under  the 
direction  and  regulations  of  the  Department  of  Stati\ 

(Stat,  XXn,  387.) 

March  3,  1883. 

Sundrv  civil  a(^t  for  18H4. 

For  the  use  of  the  United  States  exhibit  at  the  International  Fishery 
Exhibition,  to  be  held  in  London  in  May,  1883,  to  be  expended  by  the 
United  States  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries,  under  the  direction 
and  regulations  of  the  Department  of  Stat^*,  $10,000,  which  shall  be 
immediately  available. 

(Stat,  XXII,  003.) 

June  28,  1882. 

Act  approved  to  admit  free  of  duty  articles  for  the  "'Exhibition  of 
Art  and  Industry  in  Boston,  in  1883." 

(Stat,  XXII,  110.) 

PhiUiddphiu  Centennial  ExpoHitUyn, 
August  8,  1882— House. 

Mr.  William  M.  Springer.  There  is  deposited  with  the  Clerk  of 

the  House  a  large  box  containing  reports  of  the  boards  on  l)ehalf  of 

the  Executive  Departments  of  the  United  States  at  the  Centennial 

Exhibition  at  Philadelphia  in  1876.     Among  them  are  a  large  number 

of  photographs  illustrative  of  the  articles  exhibited  there  on  behalf  of 

the  Government.     In  response  to  a  petition  sent  to  the  Committee  on 

Printing  by  one  of  those  boards  that  these  documents  should  be  sent 

to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  safe-keeping,  and  also  that  Professor 

Baird  be  requested  to  report  u[)on  which  of  them  are  valuable  for 

publication,  I  submit  this  resolution: 

Besofvedf  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Director  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  the  reports  of  the  boards  on  behalf  of  the  United  States 
Executive  Departments  as  representee!  at  the  International  Exhibition  at  Philadel- 
phia in  1876,  for  preservation  in  the  National  Museum;  and  that  Prof.  Spencer  F. 
Bainl  be  requested  to  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  as  to  the  propriety  and 
cost  of  the  publication  of  said  reports  and  accompanying  illustrations. 

Adopted. 
February  15,  1883'-'House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  J.  Warren  Keipkr)  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  response 
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to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  August  8, 1882,  relative  to  the  printimp 
of  the  report  of  the  board  on  behalf  of  the  United  Staters  Executiw 
Departments  at  the  International  Exhibition  of  1876. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

Smithhoniax  Institittion, 

Wcuhitigtojiy  January  IS,  1888» 

Sm:  A  resolution  was  i)as8e(i  on  the  8th  day  of  August,  1882,  by  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives,  to  the  following  effect: 

*^Be8olvedf  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  be  directed  to  trau^mit  to  the  Director  of  tlw 
Smithsonian  Institution  the  reports  of  the  boards  on  behalf  of  the  United  StetM 
Executive  Departments  as  represented  at  the  International  Exhibition  at  Philadel* 
phia  in  1876,  for  preservation  in  the  National  Museum,  and  that  Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baiid 
be  requested  to  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  aa  to  the  proi)riety  and  cost  of 
the  publication  of  said  reports  and  accompanying  illustratiouH." 

In  accordance  therewith,  the  aforesaid  report  of  the  boanla  on  the  United  Stetfll        i 
Executive  Departments  at  the  International  Exhibition  of  1876  was  placed  in  noty 
hands  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  purpose  in  question. 

The  report  was  originally  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  President  of  the  United        " 
States  on  February  9, 1877,  and  referred  to  the  House  Committe  on  Public  Buildinpi 
and  Grounds  and  ordered  to  be  printed.     (House  Journal,  1876-77,  p.  110. ) 

On  February  10, 1877,  the  reference  was  changed  from  the  Committee  on  PafaUe       ^ 
Buildings  and  Grounds  to  the  House  Committee  on  Printing.     (House  Joainal^ 
1876-77,  p.  411.)  1 

On  March  1, 1877,  a  resolution  was  introduced  in  the  House  directing  the  printil^  ;^ 
of  the  report.  This  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  (Hooae  ^ 
Journal,  1876-77,  p.  583. )  1 

The  session  closed  without  action  upon  the  subject.  '. 

The  report  was  resubmitted  to  Congress  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  hit  j 
annual  message  of  December  3,  1877.     (House  Journal,  1877-78,  p.  24.) 

On  December  10, 1877,  so  much  of  the  message  as  related  to  the  report  was  retored 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing.     (House  Journal,  1877-78,  p.  82.)  ^ 

No  action  was  ever  taken  after  this  last  reference  until  the  reception  of  tfas  -^ 
memorial  of  the  chairman  of  the  board  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  (first  seflrim  l 
Forty Hseventh  Congress).  r 

[Memorial  of  Col.  S.  G.  Lyford,  U.  S.  A.,  late  chairman  of  the  board  on  United  States  riiMmtifc        ^ 

Departments  at  the  International  Exhibition,  1876.]  ,  .^ 

The  honorable  the  Hmtse  of  Rqjresentatives: 

Your  memorialist,  late  chairman  of  the  board  on  United  StatcH  P^xei^utive  Depnt* 
ments  at  the  International  Exhibition,  1876,  respectfully  repre^ients  that  the  vefWCt 
of  said  board  on  the  participation  of  the  several  Executive  Departments  of  the  €hyv»-       ^ 
ernment  in  said  exhibition  was  transmitted  by  the  President  of  the  Ignited  Statw  tD        i 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  February  9,  1877,  and  the  message  of  the  PreaidBnt 
being  read,  it  was 

**  Ordered,  That  the  said  message  and  accompanying  docunient^^  be  referred  to  tik0 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  printed. ' '  (Journal  H.  R. ,  1876-77, 
p.  410.)  J 

That  subsequently,  at  the  same  session,  to  wit,  March  1,  1877,  a  resolution  to    ■  'i 
print  extra  copies  of  said  report  was  introduced  in  the  House,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing. 

That  the  transmission  of  said  report  and  the  introduction  of  said  resolution  mm 
during  a  juried  of  great  political  excitement  in  the  House,  growing  out  of  the  donbt- 
|ul  results  of  the  late  Presidential  election^  and  the  institution  of  the  Electoral  Com* 
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miBsion  for  decidin^jf  Raid  result;  and  that  before  any  report  could  be  made  by  said 
Committee  on  Printing  upon  the  resolution  referred  to  them,  the  then  pending  Bee- 
flion  of  Congress  expired,  leaving  the  resolution  for  printing  extra  copies  unacted 
upon  by  the  House. 

That  at  the  expiration  of  said  session  the  message  and  accompanying  do<;ument8 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Printer,  by  reference  of  said  Conmiittee  on  Printing, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  estimates  made  of  the  cost  of  printing  under  the  resolu- 
tion; and  that  not  having  been  referred  to  the  Public  Printer  by  proper  authority 
under  the  order  of  the  House  of  February  9,  1877,  to  be  printed  as  a  public  docu- 
ment, the  Public  Printer  did  not  have  such  message  and  accompanying  documents 
printed,  but  turned  them  over  to  the  chairman  of  the  board  during  the  summer  of 
that  year,  who  caused  them  to  be  retransmitted  to  Congress  at  the  ensuing  session. 
No  action,  so  far  as  your  memorialist  is  aware,  has  ever  been  taken  since  that  time 
looking  to  the  printing  of  said  papers. 

In  submitting  the  report  of  the  board  to  Congress  on  February  9, 1877,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  said: 

**The  labors  performed  by  the  members  of  the  board,  as  evinced  by  the  volumi- 
nous mass  of  information  found  in  the  various  papers  from  the  officers  charged  with 
their  preparation,  have  been  in  the  highest  degree  commendable;  and  believing  that 
the  publication  of  these  papers  will  form  an  interesting  memorial  of  the  greatest  of 
international  exhibitions,  and  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  independence  of 
our  country,  I  reconmiend  that  they  be  printed  in  a  suitable  form  for  distribution 
and  preservation.** 

In  his  annual  message  of  December  3,  1877,  the  President  said: 

"  The  board  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  Executive  Departments  at  the  Inter- 
national Exhibition  of  1876  has  concluded  its  labors.  The  final  report  of  the  board 
was  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  President  near  the  close  of  the  last  session.  As 
these  papers  are  tmderstood  to  contain  interesting  and  valuable  information,  and  will 
constitute  the  only  report  emanating  from  the  Government  *  on  the  subject  of  the 
Exhibition,  I  invite  attention  to  the  matter,  and  recommend  that  the  report  l)e  pub- 
lishe<l  for  genera}  information.** 

In  consideration  of  which,  your  memorialist  prays  that  said  message  and  accom- 
panying documents  be  now  transmitted  to  the  Public  Printer,  to  l)e  printed  in 
a(»cordance  with  the  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Februarj'  9,  1877. 

And  your  memorialist  will  ever  pray,  etc. 

S.  C.  Lyford, 

Brevet  lAeutenant- Colonel  United  States  Army,  Lale  Chairman,  and 

Representative  War  Department,  International  Exhibition,  1876,  etr. 

With  the  assistance  of  Mr.  W.  A.  DeCaindry,  late  secretary  of  the  board  on  the 
United  States  Executive  Departments,  I  have  given  the  entire  manuscript  and  its 
accompanying  illustrations  a  careful  examination;  and  with  the  concurrence  of  Colo- 
nel Lyford,  late  chairman,  I  have  taken  out  quite  a  considerable  amount  of  matter 
which  appeared  to  us  to  be  irrelevant  We  have  also  concluded  to  recommend  the 
entire  omission  of  the  series  of  photographic  views,  as  involving  very  great  cost 
without  any  commensurate  advantage.  We  have,  however,  retained  the  figures 
illustrating  the  text,  and  which,  if  reproduced  by  the  photo-engraving  process,  will 
cost  but  a  very  small  amount. 

It  had  been  originally  contemplated  to  publish  this  report  in  quarto,  but  with  the 
omission  of  the  large  photographic  views,  the  octavo  form  seems  to  be  the  more 


*The  report  of  the  Centennial  Commission  connected  with  the  International 
Exhibition,  1876,  has  since  been  printed  by  Congress,  but  does  not  include  the 
details  of  the  governmental  participation. 
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convenient,  especially  aw  it  will  then  be  powible  to  print  the  volumes  unifomi  with 
those  of  the  report  of  the  Centennial  Commission,  of  which  an  edition  of  5,000 
copies  has  been  published  by  order  of  Congress. 

The  Public  Printer,  at  my  request,  caused  a  careful  examination  to  l>e  made  of  the 
manuscript  and  the  illustrations,  and  reports  as  follows: 

Office  of  the  Pi'blic  Printer, 

Washington  J  D.  T'.,  January/  ,9,  18SS. 
Sir:  The  estimated    cost  of    1,900  copies  of  the  final  report  of  the  Centennial 
Exhibition,  estimated  to  make  1,544  pages,  including  268  pages  of  photo-engraving, 
printed  on  tinted  paper,  unbound,  will  cost  about  $5,59Q.53,  and  each  additioiial 
1,000  copies,  bound  in  two  cloth  volumes,  about  $1,532.43. 
Very  respectfully. 

Cadet  Tayi/)R,  Chirf  Clerk, 
Prof.  S.  F.  Baird, 

Smithsonian  Institution. 

Government  Printing  Office,  Office  of  the  Chief  Clerk, 

Washington^  D.  C,  January  12 ^  ISSS, 
Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  January  11  received,  in  w^hich  you  ask  if  the  estimate 
sent  you  on  the  9th  instant  includes  the  actual  cost  of  making  the  engraving  of  the 
268  x>ages,  or  only  the  presswork  and  paper.  1  beg  to  say  that  in  the  estimate  aent 
you  we  figured  on  9,112  square  inches  photo-engraving,  at  18  cents  per  square  inch, 
making  a  total  cost  of  engraving  $1,640.16. 

Very  respei^tfully,  Cadet  Taylor,  Chief  Clerks 

Prof  S.  F.  Baird. 

From  these  it  will  l)e  seen  that  the  work  will  make  three  volumes  of  about  600 
pages  each,  and  that  the  regular  edition  of  1,900  copies  will  cost  about  $5,590,  and 
that  each  additional  set  will  cost  $1,532.     The  total  cost,  therefore,  of  the  regular 
edition  of  1,900  copies,  and  of  5,000  extra  copies,  of  three  l)ound  volumes  each,  will   . 
amount,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Printer,  to  $13,252.78. 

A  considerable  amount  of  careful  clerical  and  other  revision  will  be  necessary  to 
prepare  the  manuscript  for  the  use  of  the  Public  Printer,  and  to  avoid  unnecessary 
expense  and  delay  in  his  office  I  would  therefore  recommend  an  allowance  <^ 
$300  for  this  purpose  as  being  strictly  in  the  interest  of  e(!onomy  and  dispatch. 
There  is  at  present  no  one  whose  official  business  it  is  to  do  the  very  indispensable 
work  in  question. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  suggestion,  in  the  form  of  a  joint  reso- 
lution, in  reganl  to  the  publication  of  the  report: 

^^Resolvedj  ctc.j  That  there  l)e  printed  and  bound,  in  continuation  of  the  series  of 
volumes  heretofore  published  by  Congress  under  joint  resolution  of  June  20, 1879, 
containing  the  final  report  of  the  United  States  Centennial  Commission  on  the  Inter- 
national Exhibition  of  1876,  and  uniform  therewith,  5,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
board  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  Executive  Departments  at  said  exhibitioiiy 
being  the  report  which  was  8ubmitte<l  to  Congress  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  by  special  message  of  February  9,  1877,  and  again  in  his  annual  message  of 
December  3, 1877,  of  which  number  3,000  copies  shall  l>c  for  the  House,  1,000  copies  • 
for  the  Senate,  200  copies  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  distribution  to  such 
foreign  governments  and  others  as  made  contributions  from  such  exhibition  to  the 
National  Museum,  300  copies  for  the  late  members  of  said  l>oard,  and  500  copies  for 
distribution  by  the  late  president  of  the  Centennial  Commission,  the  printing  to  be 
done  by  the  Public  Printer,  under  the  supervision  of  the  late  chairman  of  said  board, 
upon  whose  order  may  l>e  allowed  by  the  Public  Printer  to  the  late  secretary  of  the 
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boanl  not  excee^ling  $300  for  services  to  be  perforiiiecl  and  incidental  expenses  to 

be  incurred  in  connection  therewith:  Provided^  Tliat  the  photographic  views  of  the 

Government  exhibit  accompanying  the  manuscript  reix)rt  shall  not  be  printed  or 

reproduced  for  the  publication  herein  authorized." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 

Secretary  of  the  SmiiJisoniaji  Tnstitutiott. 
Hon.  J.  W.  Keifer, 

Speaker  Hatise  of  Repreiumtaiii)e.s. 

March  3,  1883. 

Joint  resolution. 

Rfjiolved^  et<2»^  That  there  be  printed  and  hound,  in  continuation  of 
the  series  of  volumes  heretofore  published  by  Congress  under  joint 
resolution  of  June  20, 1879,  containing  the  final  report  of  the  United 
States  Centennial  Commission  on  the  International  Exhibition  of  1876, 
and  uniform  therewith,  5,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  board  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States  Executive  Departments  at  said  exhibition, 
being  the  report  which  was  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  by  special  message  of  February  9,  1877,  and  again 
in  his  annual  message  of  December  3, 1877,  of  which  number  3,000 
copies  shall  be  for  the  House,  1,000  copies  for  the  Senate,  200  copies 
for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  distribution  to  such  foreign  gov- 
ernments and  others  as  made  contributions  from  such  exhibition  to 
the  National  MiL«ieum,  300  copies  for  the  late  members  of  said  board, 
and  500  copies  for  distribution  by  the  late  president  of  the  Centennial 
Commission,  the  printing  to  be  done  by  the  Public  Printer,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  late  chairman  of  said  board,  upon  whose  order  may 
be  allowed  by  the  Public  Printer  to  the  late  secretary  of  the  board  not 
exceeding  ^300  for  services  to  be  performed  and  incidental  expenses 
to  be  incurred  in  connection  therewith:  Provided,  That  the  photo- 
graphic views  of  the  Government  exhibit  accompanying  the  manu- 
script report  shall  not  be  printed  or  reproduced  for  the  publication 
herein  authorized. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  p.  640.) 

Nem  Orlea7iH  Worlds  Industrial  and  CoUati  Centennial  Exposition, 

February  10,  1883. 

An  act,  etc. 

Whereas  it  is  desirable  to  encourage  for  celebration  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  production,  manufacture,  and  commerce  of  cot- 
ton by  holding,  in  the  year  1884,  in  some  city  of  the  Union,  to  be 
selected  by  the  executive  committee  of  the  National  Cotton  Plant- 
ers' Association  of  America,  an  institution  for  the  public  welfare 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Mississippi,  a  World's  Industrial  and 
Cotton  C<?ntennial  Exposition,  to  be  held  under  the  joint  auspices 
of  the  United  States,  the  said  National  Cotton  Planters'  Association 
of  Americ*a,  and  of  the  city  in  which  it  may  be  located,  and  in  which 
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cotton  in  all  its  conditions  of  culture  and  manufacture  will  be  the 
chief  exhibit,  but  which  \h  designed  also  to  include  all  art«,  manii- 
factures,  and  products  of  the  soil  and  mine;  and 

Whereas  such  an  exhibition  should  be  national  and  international  in 
its  character,  in  which  the  people  of  this  country  and  other  parts  of 
the  world  who  are  interested  in  the  subject  should  participate,  it 
should  have  the  sanction  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 
Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted^  eic,^  That  a  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial 
Exposition  be  held  in  the  year  1884,  under  the  joint  auspices  of  tiie 
United  States  Government,  the  National  Cotton  Planters'  Associatibn 
of  America,  and  the  city  where  it  may  be  located. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  may,  upon  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  executive  conmiittee  of  the  National  Cotton 
Planters'  Association  of  America,  appoint  six  United  States  conunia- 
sioners,  and  u[)on  the  recommendation  of  the  majority  of  subscriben 
to  the  enterprise  in  the  city  where  it  may  be  located,  may  appoint 
seven  United  States  commissioners  who,  together,  shall  constitute  a 
board  of  management  of  said  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centen- 
nial Exposition. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  may,  on  the  recom* 
mendation  of  the  governors  of  the  various  States  and  Territories  of 
the  Union,  appoint  one  commissioner  and  one  alternate  commissioner 
for  each  State  and  Territory,  whose  functions  shall  be  defined  by  tfas 
said  board  of  management. 

Sec.  4.  That  all  of  said  commissioners  shall  be  appointed  within 
one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  said  board  of  management  shall  hold  its  meetings 
in  such  city  as  may  be  selected  for  the  location  of  the  said  exposition 
by  the  National  Cotton  Planters'  Association  of  America  as  aforesaid, 
and  that  a  majority  of  said  board  of  management  shall  have  full  power 
to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  its  government. 

Sec.  ().  That  said  board  of  management  shall  report  to  the  Pieslr 
dent  of  the  United  States  a  suitable  date  for  opening  and  closing  the 
exposition;  a  schedule  of  appropriate  ceremonies  for  opening  or  dedi- 
cating the  same;  and  such  other  matters  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  be 
deemed  important. 

Sec.  7.  That  no  compensation  for  services  shall  be  paid  to  the  com- 
missionei'S  or  other  oflScers  provided  by  this  act  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  United  States  shall  not  be  liable  for  any 
of  the  expenses  attending  such  exhibition  or  by  reason  of  the  same. 

Sec.  8.  That  whenever  the  President  shall  be  informed  by  the  said 
board  of  management  that  provision  has  been  made  for  suitable  build- 
ings, or  the  erection  of  the  same,  for  the  purposes  of  said  exposition^ 
the  President  shall,  through  the  Department  of  State,  make  proclama- 
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tion  of  the  same,  setting  forth  the  time  at  which  the  exhibition  will 
open,  and  the  place  at  which  it  will  be  held,  and  such  board  of  man- 
agement shall  communicate  to  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  all 
nations  copies  of  the  same  and  a  copy  of  this  act,  together  with  such 
regulations  as  may  be  adopted  by  said  board  of  management,  for 
publication  in  their  respective  countries. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  President  be  requested  to  send,  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  invitations  to  the  governments  of  other  nations  to  be 
represented  and  take  part  in  said  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Cen- 
tennial Exposition,  to  be  held  in  some  city  of  the  United  States  to  be 
hereafter  selected  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  10.  That  medals  with  appropriate  devices,  emblems,  and  inscrip- 
tions, commemorative  of  said  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centen- 
nial Exposition  and  of  the  awards  to  be  made  to  exhibitors  thereat,  be 
prepared  at  some  mint  of  the  United  States  for  the  said  board  of  man- 
agement, subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  fifty -second  section  of  the 
coinage  act  of  1873,  upon  the  payment  of  a  sum  not  less  than  the  cost 
thereof;  and  all  the  provisions,  whether  penal  or  otherwise,  of  said  coin- 
age act  against  the  counterfeiting  or  imitating  of  coins  of  the  United 
States  shall  apply  to  the  medals  struck  and  issued  under  this  act. 

Sec.  11.  That  all  articles  which  shall  be  imported  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  exhibition  at  the  said  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centen- 
nial Exposition,  to  be  held  in  the  year  1884,  shall  be  admitted  without 
the  payment  of  duty  or  of  customs  fees  or  charges,  under  such  regu- 
lations as  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  shall  prescribe:  Provided^ 
That  all  such  articles  as  shall  be  sold  in  the  United  States  or  with- 
dmwn  for  consumption  therein  at  any  time  after  such  im[)ortation 
shall  be  subject  to  the  duties,  if  any  are  imposed  on  like  articles  by 
the  revenue  laws  in  force  at  the  date  of  importation:  And  provided 
furtJu^r^  That  in  case  any  articles  imported  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  be  withdrawn  for  consumption,  or  shall  be  sold  without 
payment  of  duty  as  required  by  law,  all  penalties  prescribed  by  the 
revenue  laws  shall  be  applied  and  enforced  against  such  articles  and 
against  the  persons  who  may  be  guilty  of  such  withdrawal  or  sale. 

(Stat,  XXII,  413.) 

September  10,  1883. 
Proclamation. 

Whereas  by  the  eighth  section  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  encour- 
age the  holding  of  a  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial  Exposi- 
tion in  the  year  1884,"  approved  February  10, 1883,  it  was  enacted  as 
follows: 

"That  whenever  the  President  shall  be  informed  by  the  said  board 
of  management  that  provision  has  been  made  for  suitable  buildings,  or 
the  erection  of  the  same,  for  the  puiposes  of  said  exhibition,  the  Presi- 
dent shall,  through  the  Department  of  State,  make  proclamation  of  the 
same,  setting  forth  the  time  at  which  the  exhibition  will  open,  and  the 
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place  at  which  it  will  ])e  hold,  and  such  ])<>ard  of  management  shafl 
communicate  to  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  all  nations  copies  of 
the  same  and  a  copy  of  this  act,  together  with  such  regulations  as  may 
be  adopted  by  said  board  of  management  for  publication  in  tfaair 
respective  countries." 

And  whereas  the  duly  constituted  board  of  managers  of  the  afoz^ 
said  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial  Exposition  hius  informed 
me  that  provision  has  been  made  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildinge 
for  the  purposes  of  said  exposition : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Chester  A.  Arthur,  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  by  authority  of  and  in  fulfillment  of  the  requires 
mente  of  said  act  approved  February  10,  1883,  do  hereby  declare  and 
make  known  that  the  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial 
Exposition  will  be  opened  on  the  first  Monday  in  Decem])er,  1884^  at 
the  city  of  New  Orleans  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  will  there  be 
holden  continuously  until  the  31st  day  of  May,  1885. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  afiixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  10th  day  of  September,  1888t . 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  108. 

[seal.]  Chester  A.  Arthotl 

By  the  President: 

Fredk.  T.  Frelinohuysen, 

Secretary  of  Stute. 

(Stat.,  XXIII,  833.) 

Philadelphia  Electrical  Expositlwi, 

February  26,  1883. 

Joint  Resolution  No.  17  provided  for  free  admission  of  articles  foT 
the  Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia,  exhibition  of  electrical  apparatus, 
machinery,  tools,  and  implements,  etc.,  used  in  scientific  and  mechaa* 
ical  and  manufacturing  business  and  investigation. 

(Stat,  XXn,  639.) 

Lmiisville  {Ky,)  Expoaitmn, 
March  3,  1883, 

Whereas  ample  means  have  been  provided  for  the  holding,  dtirlmf 
the  present  year,  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  State  of  Kentucky,  of  aa 
exposition  of  the  products  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the  fine 
arts;  and 

Whereas  the  objects  of  such  an  exposition  should  commend  them- 
selves to  Congress,  and  its  success  should  be  promoted  b}^  all  reasona- 
ble encouragement,  provided  it  can  be  done  without  expense  to  the 
general  public;  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted^  etc,^  That  all  articles  which  shall  be  imported  for  the 
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sole  purpose  of  exhibition  at  the  Southern  Exposition  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  to  be  held  in  the  year  1883,  shall  be  admitted  without  the 
payment  of  duty,  or  of  customs  fees  or  charges,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  prescribe:  Pronided^  That 
all  such  articles  as  shall  be  sold  in  the  United  States,  or  withdrawn 
for  consumption  therein,  at  any  time  after  such  importation,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  duties,  if  any,  imposed  on  like  articles  by  the  revenue 
laws  in  force  at  the  date  of  importation:  And  provided  furtlier^  That 
in  case  any  articles  imported  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be 
withdrawn  for  consumption,  or  shall  be  sold  without  payment  of  duty 
as  required  by  law,  all  penalties  prescribed  by  the  revenue  laws  shall 
be  applied  and  enforced  against  such  articles  and  against  the  persons 
who  may  be  guilty  of  such  withdrawal  or  sale. 

Sec.  2.  That  medals,  with  appropriate  devices,  emblems,  and  inscrip- 
tions, commemorative  of  said  Southern  Exposition,  and  of  the  awards 
to  be  made  to  exhibitors  thereat,  be  prepared  at  some  mint  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  board  of  directors  thereof,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  fifty -second  section  of  the  coinage  act  of  1873,  upon  the 
payment  of  a  sum  not  less  than  the  cost  thereof;  and  all  the  provi- 
sions, whether  penal  or  otherwise,  of  said  coinage  act  against  the  coun- 
terfeiting or  imitating  of  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  apply  to  the 
medals  struck  and  issued  under  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  That  with  the  approval  of  the  director  of  the  National 
Museum,  any  portion  of  the  collections  thereof  may  be  exhibited  at 
said  Southern  Exposition,  permission  to  remove  the  same  from  the 
National  Museum  being  hereby  granted:  Promded^  That  said  removal 
can  be  made  without  loss  or  expense  to  the  Government.  And  uix)n 
the  same  conditions  permission  is  also  granted  for  the  exhibition  of 
articles  in  charge  of  other  Bureaus  and  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Sec.  4.  That  upon  the  passage  of  this  act  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall  notify  the  consuls,  consular  agents,  and  other  representatives  of 
our  Government  in  foreign  countries  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding 
said  Southern  Exposition,  together  with  the  fact  that  all  articles 
intended  therefor  will  be  admitted  free  of  duty  as  provided  herein. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  481.) 

FIREPROOFING   SMITHSONIAN    BUILDING. 
March  15,  1882— House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  J.  Warren  Keifer)  laid  \yefore  the  House  a 

letter  from  Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird. 

Smithsonian  Institution, 

Washiiifftonj  D.  C,  March  13,  1882. 
Hon.  J.  W.  Keifer, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reprejtentaiivejf. 
Sir:  By  instruction  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  Congress  the  following  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  board,  January  11,  1882,  and,  in  doing  so,  beg  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
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building  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  were  visited  and  inspected.  In  this  portion 
of  the  building  are  all  the  records  and  valuable  documents  belonging  to  the  Institu- 
tion. The  interior  is  entirely  of  wood  and  illy  arranged,  making  it  especially  unsafe 
and  liable  to  accident  from  fire,  thus  endangering  the  entire  building.  As  a  matter 
of  safety,  this  wing  and  corridor  should  be  completely  cleared  out  and  rebuilt  of  fire- 
proof materia],  and  furnished  with  improved  modes  of  communication  and  egress. 
Official  extract  furnished  Prof.  S.  F.  Baird. 

William  Tindall, 
Secretary  CommimonerB  District  of  Columbia, 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
(Printed  as  House  Misc.  Doc.  No.  33.) 

August  2,  1882—Senate. 

Mr.  James  B.  Groom  offered  an  amendment  to  sundry  civil  bill  that 
a  board  be  appointed  to  examine  public  buildings  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  *  ♦  *  Smithsonian  Institution,  *  *  *  and  if  in 
their  judgment  any  additional  facilities  are  necessary  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  fire  or  safety  of  the  lives  of  the  occupants,  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  provide  the  same,  appropriating  $100,000  for 
this  purpose. 

Mr.  William  B.  Amjson.  1  make  the  point  of  order  on  that. 

Sustained. 

January  26,  1883^House. 

Estimates  for  1884. 

For  completing  the  reconstruction  in  a  fireproof  manner  of  the 
interior  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $50,000. 

March  3,  1883. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1884. 

For  completing  the  reconstruction,  in  a  fire-proof  manner,  of  the 
interior  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $50,000. 
(Stat.,  XXn,  628.) 

March  20,  1882^House. 

legthres. 
Mr.  William  D.  Kelley  introduced  a  bill  (H.  5326): 

That  hereafter  annual  courses  of  lectures  shall  be  delivered  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington upon  the  arts  and  sciences  illustrated  in  the  National  Museum. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  the  Director  of  the  Greological  Survey,  the  Superintendent  of  the 
National  Experimental  Garden  at  the  Agricultural  Dex>artment,  the  Chief  of  the 
Educational  Bureau,  the  Director  of  the  Army  Medical  Museum,  the  Director  of  the 
Mint,  the  Astronomer  at  the  Naval  Observatory,  and  one  of  the  Chief  Examiners  of 
the  Patent  Office,  to  be  named  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  are  hereby  consti- 
tuted a  board  of  managers  to  execute  the  purposes  of  this  act,  with  power  to  employ 
such  lecturers,  agents,  and  assistants  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  proper  fulfillment  of 
the  trust  hereby  created. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  use  of  the  various  museums  and  collections,  and  the  lecture  rooms 
attached,  and  the  old  Armory  building  is  hereby  granted  for  the  lectures  above  named, 
90  far  as  may  be  possible  without  interfering  with  the  purpose  of  their  creation,  their 
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GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY   BUILDING. 
April  10,  1882— House. 

Mr.  William  S.  Shallenbergeb  introduced  a  bill  (H.  5781): 

That  tho  sum  of  $200,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  erection  of  a  fireproof  building  on 
the  south  portion  of  the  Sniitlisonian  reservation  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
United  States  Greological  Survey  and  for  other  purposes:  Provided^  That  the  con- 
sent of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  be  first  obtained  thereto,  and 
that  the  building  bo  under  their  direction  when  completed:  And  provided  further^ 
That  the  building  be  erected  by  the  Architect  of  the  Capitol,  in  accordance  with 
plans  approved  by  the  Director  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  the  Architect  of  the  Capitol,  acting  as  a 
board  therefor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

January  17,  1883. 

A  resolution  by  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  rela- 
tion to  H.  5781: 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  recommend  to 
Congress  to  enlarge  the  National  Museum,  'so  as  properly  to  exhibit  the  mineral, 
geological,  and  other  (collections  already  on  hand  and  increasing  each  year,  by  the 
erection  of  a  fireproof  building  on  the  southwest  comer  of  the  Smithsonian  Reser- 
vation, similar  in  style  to  the  present  National  Museimi;  and  they  request  an  appro- 
priation of  $300,000  therefor,  to  be  expended  imder  the  direction  of  the  Regents  of 
the  Institution. 

(Journal  Proc.  Regents,  Smithsonian  Report  for  1882,  p.  xii.) 

INTERNATIONAL  EXCHANGES. 
April  15,  1882.— House. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Chester  A. 
Arthur  (dated  April  14),  transmitting  with  commendation  to  the 
attention  of  Congress  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  its 
acxiiompanying  papers  concerning  the  proposed  establishment  of  an 
international  bureau  of  exchanges. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  tlie  Presideiit, 

To  the  President: 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President, 
with  a  view  to  its  transmission  to  Congress,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  concerning  the  working  of  the  present 
system  of  exchanges  carried  on  by  that  Institution,  and  the  practica- 
bility of  the  suggestion  which  has  been  made,  that  the  scope  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution's  bureau  be  enlarged  so  as  to  form  an  inter- 
national bureau  of  governmental  and  scientific  exchanges,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Department  of  State. 
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erary  and  scientific  publications  of  all  nations.  This  recommendation 
was  reported  to  your  predecessor  in  office,  the  Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 
who  requested  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution  would  act  as  the  inter- 
mediary of  the  United  States  in  carrying  into  effect  the  proposed  sys- 
tem as  embodied  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Paris  congress,  as  above 
referred  to. 

Under  date  of  January  10, 1879,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  received 
the  following  communication  from  the  Department  of  State  in  refer- 
ence to  the  proposed  international  exchange  system: 

"You  are  already  aware  of  the  desire  of  this  Department  to  secure 
to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  the  fullest  liberty  of  action  and  the 
utmost  enhancement  of  its  utility  without  entailing  any  additional  bur- 
den on  its  resources." 

You  are  of  course  informed  that  a  number  of  other  governments 
represented  at  the  congress  of  Paris  have  seconded  the  recommenda- 
tion in  question,  and  have  already  adopted  special  means,  by  estab- 
lishing bureaus  of  international  exchange,  to  carry  its  provisions  into 
effect.  Among  these  governments  are  France,  Belgium,  Holland, 
Switzerland,  Russia,  and  Italy. 

Recognizing  the  enlightened  action  of  the  Paris  congress  in  recom- 
mending a  system  of  interchange  of  scientific  and  literary  thought 
between  the  different  peoples'  of  the  world,  and  acting  in  accordance 
with  the  expressed  wish  of  the  Department  of  State,  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  at  once  set  about  the  inauguration  of  the  proposed  system 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  originally  presumed  that  by  interlacing  with  the  regular 
established  systems  of  exchanges  of  the  Institution  so  successfully 
conducted  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  international  system 
could  be  carried  on  at  a  very  little  outlay  in  addition  to  that  required 
for  the  Smithsonian  s^^stem.  But  this  presumption  did  not  prove  to 
be  a  fact,  the  Institution  finding,  after  two  years'  trial,  that  the  expense 
attendant  upon  the  execution  of  the  request  of  the  Department  of  State 
is  far  greater  than  was  anticipated. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution  is  therefore  compelled  to  ask  that  an 
appropriation  of  $7,000  be  requested  of  Congress  by  the  Department 
of  State,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  recommendation 
of  the  Paris  congress  on  a  scale  in  keeping  with  the  high  position  of 
the  United  States  among  civilized  nations  and  commensurate  with  the 
reputation  of  the  Government  for  enlightened  liberality  in  connection 
with  the  cause  of  general  education. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 
tSeci'etary  of  Smithsonian  Institution. 

H.  Doc.  78ii 57 
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It  now  app)oars  from  the  statements  made  in  Professor  Baird's  letter 
that  the  expense  of  carrying  out  the  exchanges  in  question  is  far 
greater  than  was  anticipated,  whereby  an  undue  burden  has  been 
imposed  upon  the  resources  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  and  Pro- 
fessor Baird  therefore  asks  that  an  appropriation  of  $7,000  may  be 
made  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Paris  congress  of  1875. 

1  may  add  that  it  is  understood  by  this  Department  that  the 
exchanges  of  literary  and  scientific  publications  in  question  are  now 
carried  on  at  the  expense  of  the  several  governments  which  were 
parties  to  the  congress  of  1876,  except  in  the  case  of  this  Government, 
which  has  imposed  this  important  and  useful  work  upon  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  reasons  set  forth  by  Professor  Baird  in  a 
communication  transmitted  herewith^  and  in  view  of  the  great  benefits 
which  the  Government,  institutions  of  learning,  public  libmrie.s,  and 
men  of  st-ience  are  receiving  from  the  system  of  the  exchange  of  liter- 
ary and  scientific  publications  inaugurated  by  the  congress  of  1875  at 
Paris,  I  beg  to  recommend  that  the  appropriation  asked  for,  as  above 
indicated,  mav  be  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  Evarts. 

The  State  Ih'imrtment  t^>  tlic  Stnlthsoniun  Institution, 

Department  of  Stat>:, 
Washuufttm^  December  27^  1881. 
Vvoi.  Spencer  F.  Baird, 

Stcrctnry  of  the  SmltliSfmian  Inatitution, 
Sir:  Referring  to  the  reply  of  this  Deimrtment  of  the  30th  of  Octo- 
ber last  to  vour  letter  of  the  23d  of  that  month,  in  relation  to  the 
exchange  of  Government  and  scientific  public*ations  with  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  ref(»rring  also  to  the  letter  of  this  Department  to  the  Senate 
Conmiittee  on  Appropriations,  dated  the  31st  of  January  last,  on  the 
same  subject,  I  now  beg  to  request  you  to  furnish  this  Department 
with  your  views  in  relation  to  this  matter,  in  form  of  a  memorandum, 
to  serve  as  the  basis  of  a  comnmnication  to  Congress  urging  the 
appropriation  of  an  amount  sufficient  to  defray  the  ex|>enses  of  inter- 
national exchanges  and  of  so  organizing  the  work  that  it  shall  be  done 
by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  but  under  the  Department  of  State 
and  with  its  official  cooperation.  This  arrangement  seems  to  be  desir- 
able in  order  that  the  American  bureau  of  exchanges  may  be  on  the 
same  footing  as  those  in  Eurc^e,  where  this  business  is  conducted 
under  the  supervision  of  the  foreign  officers  of  the  various  countries 
which  have  entered  into  the  international  agreement  in  relation  to 
exchanges. 
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of  its  own  publications  should  in  equity  be  paid  by  the  United  States 
Government,  for  the  reason  that  the  proceeds  of  these  exchanges  (now 
forming  a  library  of  about  100,000  volumes)  are  all  deposited  in  the 
Congressional  Libmry  as  soon  as  received. 

(2)  The  system  enables  the  several  departments  and  bureaus  of  the 
Government  to  obtain  valuable  materials  for  their  respective  libniries 
by  exchange  of  their  publications  for  those  of  corresponding  depart- 
ments and  bureaus  of  other  governments,  and  which  publications  can 
be  obtained  only  through  exchange. 

(3)  The  work  of  the  Institution  for  the  benefit  of  other  establish- 
ments in  this  country  is  national  in  its  character,  tending  greatly  to 
advance  general  science  and  popular  education. 

Your  predecessor  in  office,  realizing  this  drain  upon  the  resources 
of  the  Smithsonian,  requested  Congress  for  an  appropriation  of  «?T,(M>(), 
which  was  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work  at  the  time.  An  allowance, 
however,  of  only  $3,000  was  granted.  The  money  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Interior  Department,  this  disposition  of  it  being  made  presum- 
ably at  the  instance  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  as  an  indication  of 
lis  preference  to  be  relieved  from  fuilher  responsibility  in  the  matter; 
and  for  this  re4ison  the  Smithsonian  Institution  made  direct  application 
to  Congress  for  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  the  coming  fiscal  3'ear. 
This  estimate,  though  entirely  lielow  the  sum  requisite  for  carrying  on 
the  work,  was  submitted  as  more  likely  to  be  allowed  than  a  larger 
amount.  I  trust  that  if  the  Department  of  Stati^.  is  willing  to  continue 
its  efforts  in  connection  with  the  exchanges,  it  will  ask  for  at  least 
$10,000  for  the  service.  If  it  is  desirable  that  the  Smithsonian  should 
also  take  charge  of  the  Government  and  other  exchanges  now  passing 
through  the  State  Department,  a  still  larger  sum  will  be  required. 

It  will  be  entirely  agreeable  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  prose- 
cute the  exchange  system  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  and  thereby  secure  the  services  of  consuls  or  foreign 
ministers  of  the  United  States  in  those  countries  where  national 
bureaus  of  exchange  have  not  yet  been  established. 

Commending  the  subject  to  your  early  and  careful  consideration, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 
Secretai^'y  of  Sm  itluaon  ian  Imdit lU ion . 

As  the  amount  ($3,(XX))  appropriated  by  Congress  in  assistance  of 
the  Institution  for  the  last  year  (1881)  had  been  placed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Interior  Department,  the  subject  of  the  desired  extension 
of  Government  aid  was  naturally  referred  to  the  honora))le  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  for  his  opinion.  The  following  communication 
expresses  his  entire  approval  of  the  project: 
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Mr,  KlrbiisHn1  to  Mi\  FrrlhujhutjHrn, 


Department  of  the  Ixtekiob, 

WdMhingtou,  Marrh  '27.  JS83. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  tx)  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  coinmuiii- 
cation  of  the  'i^th  instant,  touching  the  establishment  of  a  bureau  of 
international  exchanges  under  the  sup)ervi.siori  of  th(^  l)e|mrtiiient  of 
State,  ^'the  work  of  the  bureau  to  ))e  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  tho 
Smithsonian  Institution,  as  the  delegated  agency  of  said  Department," 
and  in  reply  to  say,  that  this  Department  has  long  felt  the  need  of  some 
improved  method  of  conducting  international  exchanges,  by  which  the 
more  certain  and  speedy  delivery  of  packages  transmitted  may  }>e 
secured.  The  chief  difBculties  encountered  under  the  present  system 
result,  in  the  first  place,  from  the  very  limited  number  of  dispatch  agencies 
employed  by  the  Department  of  State,- restricting  transmission  of  docu- 
ments, etc.,  received  from  oth(^r  departments  and  offices  to  thi»  three 
cities,  London,  Paris,  and  Hamlmrg;  and,  secondly,  from  the  delay 
which  often  attiMuls  the  dis|>atch  of  pai*kages  through  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  many  months  frequently  elapsing  between  the  delivery  of  a 
package  to  the  Institution  and  its  reception  abroad.  In  addition,  the 
present  system  involves  the  trouble  of  keeping  accounts,  and  of  the 
presentiition  and  payment  of  bills  for  transportation,  whether  packages 
are  transmitted  by  the  Department  of  State  or  by  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

It  is  understood  that  under  the  new  system  proposc^d  by  you  these 
difficulties  will  be  avoided:  that  not  only  will  it  unifv  our  svstem  of 
international  exchanges,  and '"  assimilate  it  with  that  of  other  countries,'^ 
but  also  that  greater  dispatch  and  certainty  of  delivery  will  be  attained. 

It  is  furthermore  presumed  that  the  appropriation  to  be  made  for 
this  purpose  will  be  adequate  to  meet  the  necessities  of  all  the  depart- 
ments and  offices  of  the  Government,  so  that  they  will  be  relieved  of 
all  expense  in  the  matter  of  transportation. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  proposed  arrangement  seems  to  involve 
these  advantages,  I  regard  it  as  entitled  to  tho  approval  of  this  Depart- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

S.  J.  KiRKWOOD. 

Report,  etc.,  referred  to  Conmiitteo  on  the  Library. 

August  20,  1883. 

Auf/n.4  20,  1SS3. 
Hon.  John  Davis, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Among  other  subjects  discussed  by  the  Belgian  conference  was 

the  right  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  be  considered  as  the  agent 

of    the   United  States   Government  in   an   international  system   of 


FORTY-SSEVENTH   CONGRESS,  1881-1883.  903 

exchanges;  and  I  regret  that  Mr.  Fish  did  not  fully  appreciate  the 
fact  that  the  selection  of  the  Institution  for  the  pui^se  in  question 
was  long  since  made  formally,  first,  by  direct  enactment;  secondly,  by 
appointment  by  the  Joint  Library  Committee  of  CJongress;  and, 
thirdly,  by  the  State  Department  under  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Evarts. 

1  beg  to  present  herewith  a  brief  summary  of  the  successive  action 
in  this  connection. 

The  policy  of  a  diiMi|  interchange  of  the  official  publications  of  the 
United  States  for  those  of  foreign  countries,  was  accepted  and  estab- 
lished by  Congress  in  the  act  of  March  2,  1867,  by  which  a  certain 
additional  number  of  copies  of  all  public  documents  was  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Joint  Library  Committee,  to  be  exchanged  through 
the  agency  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  such  works  published 
in  foreign  countries,  and  especially  by  foreign  governments,  as  might 
be  deemed  by  said  committee  an  equivalent,  said  works  to  be  depos- 
ited in  the  Libmr}^  of.  Congress. 

There  is,  in  addition  to  this,  a  statute  (Rev.  Stat.,  sec.  87,  passed  June 
20,  1848),  which  authorizes  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  from 
time  to  time  to  appoint  such  agents  as  they  may  deem  requisite  to 
carry  into  effect  the  donation  and  exchange  of  documents  and  other 
publications  placed  at  their  disposal  for  the  purpose. 

In  coniplian(*e  with  this  statute,  as  also  with  the  later  one  designat- 
ing the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  purpose  in  question,  the  Joint 
Library  Conmiittee  of  Congress  appointed  the  Institution  to  the  func- 
tion; and  it8  operations  of  exchange  of  public  documents  are  carried 
on  in  its  behalf,  and  of  course  for  the  benefit  of  the  Congressional 
liibrarv. 

A  further  proof  that  Congress  has  officially  committed  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  the  charge  of  the  international  exchanges  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  is  shown  by  the  wording  of  seveml 
appropriations  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  and  now  avaU- 
ablo,  as  follows: 

Treasury  Digest  of  Appropriations  for.  the  fiscal  year  1884: 

(1)  Joint  resolution  to  print  5,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Board 
on  b(»half  of  the  United  States  Executive  Departments  at  the  interna- 
tional exhibition  of  1876;  200  copies  are  given  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  for  distribution  to  such  government?,  and  others,  as  made 
contributions  from  such  exhibition  to  the  National  Museum.    (Page  19.) 

(2)  Increase  of  Library  of  Congress,  1884:  For  expenses  of  chang- 
ing [exchanging]  public  documents  for  the  publications  of  foreign 
governments,  $1,0(X).     (Page  20.) 

This  ha,s  been  a  continuous  appropriation  ever  since  1867,  and 
expended  under  the  law  of  that  year  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
in  behalf  of  the  Libmry  of  Congress. 
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(3)  International  Exchanges,  Smithsonian  Institution,  1884:  For 
expenses  of  the  international  exchanges  l>etween  the  Ignited  States 
and  foreign  countries,  in  ac*eordance  with  the  Paris  convention  of 
1877,  including  salaries  and  compensation  of  all  necessary  emploj^ees, 
$7,500.     (Page  36.) 

It  was  at  the  special  request  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  that  the 
appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1884  was  phiced  under  the  heading 
of  the  State  Department,  the  committee  having  actually  transferred  it 
from  the  estimates  of  that  Department  and  pIlMkl  it  under  the  Inte- 
rior. It  was,  however,  distinctly  understood  by  the  committee  that 
the  expenditure  was  to  lx?i  made  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  as  in 
previous  yeai*s,  and  in  accordance  with  its  organization  of  the  service. 

(4)  War  Department:  Transportation  of  reports  and  maps  to  for- 
eign countries,  1884. — For  the  ti'ansiX)rtation  of  reports  and  maps  to 
foreign  countries  through  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Ji^OO.  (Page  85.) 

(5)  Contingent  and  miscellaneous  expenses.  Naval  Observatory, 
1884:  For  payment  to  Smithsonian  Institution  for  freight  on  observa- 
tory publications  sent  to  foreign  countries,  $336.     (Page  133.) 

Here  the  appropriation  is  made  under  the  Navy  Department,  the 
preceding  one  under  that  of  War. 

It  will  thus  l>e  seen  that  appropriations  are  made  under  four  of  the 
sevei'al  depailments  of  the  Government — Congress,  State,  War,  and 
Navy — for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the  special  exchanges  in  their 
interest  respectively.  The  appropriation  under  the  Stiite  Department 
is  the  more  general,  and  is  available  for  miscellaneous  purposes. 

In  all  these  appropriations  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  mentioned 
either  inferentially,  as  with  the  appropriation  under  the  heading  of 
the  Library  of  Congress,  or  directly,  as  in  those  under  the  depart- 
ments, as  the  special  agency  through  whose  system  the  work  is  to  be 
done. 

The  question  as  to  whether  the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  desig- 
nated b}'  Congress  to  act  as  the  medium  of  international  exchange  was 
asked  by  Sir  Edward  Thornton  in  1876,  in  a  letter  printed  on  page  13, 
of  the  History  of  International  Exchanges.*  This  inquiry,  addressed 
to  the  Secretarv  of  State,  was  transmitted  to  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion  and  answered  by  my  predecessor,  I  presume  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Department. 

By  reference  to  a  letter  of  September  26, 1878,  printed  on  page  18  of 
the  document  referred  to,  it  will  l>e  seen  that  the  Secietary  of  State 
notified  the  United  States  minister  at  Paris  that,  so  far  as  the  special 
domestic  bureau  of  exchanges  is  concerned,  it  was  considered  "  pi-ef- 
erable  to  leave  the  work  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution  rather  than 
to  replace  it  by  the  organization  of  a  new  bureau  ad  hoc  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  but  that  no  objection  is  seen  to  entering  into  a  common  . 


^Ex.  Dot*.  No.  172,  47th  Cong.,  Ist  sess. 
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arrangement  of  international  exchange,  provided  that  the  operations 
of  the  Institution  be  assimilated  with  those  of  the  foreign  bureaus,  so 
as  to  enable  it  to  act  as  though  it  were,  for  the  special  purpose  in 
view,  a  bureau  of  the  foreign  department  of  this  Government." 

In  a  letter  of  January  10,  1879,  page  22,  Mr.  Evarts  renews  his 
assurances  of  the  desire  of  the  '*  Department  to  secure  to  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  in  the  event  of  its  admission  to  the  proposed  inter- 
national system,  the  fullest  liberty  of  action,  and  the  utmost  enhance- 
ment of  its  utility,  without  entailing  any  additional  burden  on  its 
resources." 

On  the  31st  January,  1881,  page  35,  Mr.  Evarts  transmitted  a 
communication  from  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  the  Senate  Com- 
mittee  on  Appropriations,  asking  for  an  appropriation  of  $7,6<K),  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Paris 
congress  of  1875. 

An  appropriation  of  $3,000  was  actually  passed  for  the  services  of 
the  fiscal  year  1882,  but  placed  under  the  heading  of  the  Interior 
Department.  For  1883,  the  appropriation  was  It5,00(),  under  the 
Treasury;  and  for  1884,  $7,500. 

In  all  cases,  however,  the  wording  of  the  law  spocificalh^  referred 
to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  as  the  party  by  which  the  work  was  to 
be  done,  and,  inferentially,  through  its  present  organization. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg,  therefore,  to  claim  that  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution having  been  designated  by  Congress  as  the  agent  of  interna- 
tional exchanges  between  the  United  States  and  other  countries,  by 
original  law,  by  appointment  of  the  Joint  Library  Committee  of 
Congress  under  the  law,  and  by  the  establishment  of  suc<^'essive  enact- 
ments, is  de  facto  and  de  jure  the  appointed  agent,  and  as  such  derives 
its  authority  from  even  a  higher  source  than  the  nomination  of  the 
Department  of  State,  and  that  as  such  it  is  empowered  to  treat  with 
the  corresjwnding  agencies  of  other  countries. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spencer  F.  Baikd, 

Secntary, 

INTERNATIONAL  EXCHANGES — ESTIMATES. 

Decembers,  1881 — House. 

Estimates  for  1S83. 

International  exchanges,  $5,0<X). 

N(rrE.— The  Smithsonian  Institution  has  been  (lesignatecl  by  the  State  Dei)artment 
as  the  official  agent  of  tlie  Government  in  prosecuting  the  exclianges  in  question. 
October  21,  1882. 

Department  of  State. 

Washington,  October  21^  1882. 
Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird, 

Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Sir:  In  response  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  I  have  the  honor 

to  inform  you  that  under  the  general  arrangement  of  international 
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exchanges,  wherebv  the*  respix^tiv(»  bureaus  of  exchanjro  aiv  connected 
with  the  foreij^n  ofliee  of  the  several  countries,  it  would  secni  more 
appropriate  that  the  amount  necessary  to  maintain  the  TniU^i  States 
bureau  should  be  aski^d  for  in  the  estimates  of  the  Departinent  of 
State.  I  inclose  a  dnift  of  an  item  basc^d  on  your  su<rjr^J='tion,  but 
stating  also  that  the  exchaufi^e  is  to  be  madt*  by  th(»  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution undc»r  the  supcn'vision  of  the  Secn»tarv  of  State. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FUEDEKIC'K   T.  FnKLlNr.HUYSEN. 
Item  to  \Hi  \nc\\n\{H\  in  tlu?  State  Department  estimates. 

For  expenses  of  the  international  exchantifes  between  the  United 
Stat(»s  and  foreign  countries,  to  Ix*  (»ffectcMl  by  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution in  accordance  with  the  Paris  convention  of  1877,  including 
salaries  and  <'ompensation  of  all  necessary  employees,  Jt>l(),0()0,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  nect^ssjiry,  to  be  expi^ndc^d  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretarv  of  Stat(». 
January  26,  1883— House. 

Kstimates  for  1HH4. 

Library  of  C-ont^frc^ss:  For  exp«»nses  of  exchan^inrjr  public  documents 
for  the  publications  of  fonM<rn  <r<>vernments,  J?L(HM». 

For  Smithsonian  Institution,  international  exchant^es,  ^10,000. 

INTKKNATIONAL    KXCHAMiKS — APPROPRIATIONS. 

August  5,  1882. 

lA*^bilative,  executive,  and  judieial  act  for  188.'^ 

Li})i'ary  of  Congress:  For  expenses  of  exchanging  public  documents 
for  the  publications  of  foreign  government's,  $l,(MH). 

(Stat.,  XXII,  L>24.) 

Naval  Qbservatory:  For  payment  to  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
freight  on  0])servatory  publications  to  be  shipped  to  foreign  countries 
during  the  fiscal  year  I8«s:>,  ^:380.25. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  k:>.) 

August  7,  1882. 

Sundrv  eivil  act  for  1883. 

War  Department:  For  the  transportation  of  reports  and  maps  to 
foreign  countries,  through  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Jt>80<.). 

(Stat,  XXII,  8iy.) 

For  expenses  of  the  international  exchanges  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  countries,  in  accordance  with  the  Paris  Convention 
of  1877,  inc^luding  salaries  and  compensation  of  all  necessary  employees, 
*5,000. 

(Stat.,  XXU,  m±) 


FORTY-SEVENl'H   CONGRESS,  1881-1883.  907 

March  3,  1883. 

Legislative,  executive  and  judicial  act  for  1884. 

Library  of  Congress:  For  expenses  of  exchanging  public  documents 
for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,000. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  537.) 

Naval  Observatory:  For  payment  to  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
freight  on  Observatory  publications  sent  to  foreign  countries,  $33G. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  555.) 

March  3,  1883. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1884. 

Smithsonian  Institution:  For  expenses  of  the  ipternational  exchanges 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries^  in  accordance  with 
the  Paris  convention  of  1877,  including  salaries  and  compensation  of 
all  necessary  employees,  $7,500. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  603.) 

War  Department:  For  the  transportation  of  reports  and  maps  to 
foreign  countries,  through  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $300. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  618.) 

FOREST   PRESERVATION. 
May  4,  1882— Senate. 

Mr.  John  Sherman  introduced  a  bill  (S.  1826): 

That  all  of  the  public  timbered  lands  adjacent  to  the  sources  of  the  navigable 
rivors  and  their  aiiluents  be  withdrawn  from  public  sale  and  entry,  and  that  Maj. 
(ien.  II.  (t.  Wright,  Chief  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army;  Maj.  Gen. 
William  B.  Hazen,  commanding  the  Signal  Corps;  Dr.  Greorge  B.  Ix)ring,  Commis- 
nioner  of  Agriculture,  and  Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird,  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  shall  fonu  a  commission  for  the  examination  of  the  subject  of  the  pres- 
ervation and  cultivation  of  woods  and  forests  arijoining  the  sources  of  the  navigable 
rivers  and  their  affluents,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  same  and  increasing 
their  growth  by  planting  there  and  along  the  courses  of  the  said  rivers  where  the 
land  is  timberless,  so  that  the  said  rivers  may  be  kept  in  a  navigable  condition  by 
promoting  a  continuous  supply  from  their  sources  and  affluents;  the  fact  having 
become  universally  known  that  the  destruction  of  the  woods  causes  all  countries  to 
become  arid  and  unprofitable  deserts.     *    *    * 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

June  5,  1882— House. 

Mr.  B.  BuTTEUWORTH  introduced  S.  1826. 
Kef  (»rred  to  Committee  -on  Agriculture. 

GLOVER   ENTOMOLOGICAL  PLATES. 
May  4,  1882. 

Smithsonian  Institution,^ 

WashingUm^  May  ^^  1882. 
Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  requesting  an  answer  to  certain 
questions  with  reference  to  the  work  on  ''American  insects  injurious 


>  See  Report  (H.  1520). 
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or  beneficial  to  vegetation,"  prepared  by  Professor  Glover,  the  plates 
and  manuscripts  of  which  he  wishes  to  sell  to  the  United  States. 

Although  not  an  entomologist,  I  can  form  an  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  work,  having  been  familiar  with  its  purposes  for  many  years-     It 
consists  of  about  270  engraved  copper  plates,  in  octavo,  representing^ 
many  thousands  of  the  insects  injurious  and  Iwneticial  to  vegetation  in 
the  United  States,  and  presented  in  various  stages  of  growth  and  in 
their  relationships  to  the  plants  or  animals  on  which  they  feed  or 
which  they  harbor.     Although  not  claiming  the  most  minute  condi- 
tions of  accuracy,  I  am  assured  that  all  the  deUiils  necessary  for  the 
identification  of  the  various  species  are  given.     1  have  therefore  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  I  believe  the  book  in  question  to  be  of  great. 
value  to  the  agriculturist  and  that  its  publication  and  judicious  dis- 
tribution throughout  the  country  would  Ih>  of  great  importance.     In 
view  of  its  magnitude  its  publication  by  private  enterprise  is  hardly 
to  be  thought  of,  and  without  assistance  from  the  Government  it  will 
never  likely  see  the  light. 

From  my  own  experience,  the  cost  of  engravings  on  copper,  like 
those  constituting  Professor  Glover's  plates,  I  am  satisfied  that  $100 
each  would  be  a  very  moderate  estimate  for  reproducing  them,  includ- 
ing, as  in  this  case,  the  original  drawings,  their  transfer  to  copper, 
and  the  copper  plate  itself.  Mr.  Casilear,  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing,  some  years  ago  made  his  estimate  the  same  as  mine.  I 
understand  that  Professor  Glover  is  willing  to  take  ^7,500"  for  the 
entire  lot.  It  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  reproduce  these 
engravings  at  anything  like  this  sum.  In  this  price  is  also  included  a 
large  amount  of  text,  more  or  less  complete. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  that  the  work  could  readily  ]>e  published  by  the 
Government  so  as  to  involve  but  little  expense  beyond  that  of  the  first 
cost  of  the  plates. 

The  plates  in  question  were  some  years  ago  stoied  by  Professor 

Glover  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  are  now  in  mv  custody. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spencer  F.  Baiiid,  Secretary. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Valentine, 

Chaii^man  Committee  rm  Agriculture, 

August  7,  1882. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1883. 

For  the  purchase  of  the  plates  and  manuscript  on  the  insects  of 
America  from  Professor  Townend  Glover,  5^7,000. 
(Stat.,  XXU,  333.) 

ETHNOLOGY — CONTRIBUTIONS  AND   REPORTS. 
June  12,  1882— House. 

Mr.  William  Aldrich  introduced  joint  resolution  (H.  232): 

That  there  be  printed  and  bound  at  the  Government  Printinj?  Office,  for  the  use  of 
the  Department  of  the  Interior,  2,500  (copies  each  of  volumes  2, 4, 5, 6,  and  7  of  Con* 
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tributions  to  North  American  Ethnology,  and  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  annual 
reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  in  form  and  style  uniform  with  the  editions 
already  ordereii  for  the  use  of  Congress. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

ETHNOLOGY — BULLETINS. 
February  1,  1883— House. 

Mr.  Otho  R.  Singleton,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  House  concur- 
rent resolution  to  print  3,000  each  of  the  Bulletins  of  the  Bureau  of 
Ethnology  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  numbers  1  to  12,  inclusive, 
with  the  necessary  illustrations,  for  the  use  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnologj'. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

March  3,  1883— House. 

Passed. 

March  3,  1883— Senate.      . 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Pi-inting. 

national  museum — EMPLOYEES. 

June  13, 1882— House. 

In  considering  the  legislative  and  executive  bill  (H.  6244)  for  the 
year  1883,  Mr.  Joseph  G.  Cannon  moved  to  strike  out  "And  no  civil 
officer,  clerk,  draughtsman,  copyist,  messenger,  assistant  messenger, 
mechanic,  watchman,  laborer,  or  other  employee  shall  hereafter  be 
employed  at  the  seat  of  government  in  any  other  office,  or  be  paid 
from  any  appropriation  made  for  contingent  expenses  or  for  any 
specific  or  general  purpose,  unless  such  employment  is  authorized 
and  payment  therefor  specifically  provided  in  the  law  granting  the 
appropriation,  and  then  only  for  services  actually  rendered  in  connec- 
tion with  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  appropriation  from  which  pay- 
ment is  made." 

Mr.  John  D.  C.  Atkins.  *  *  *  i  have  been  informed  by  the 
assistant  clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  that  the  amend- 
ment only  has  reference  to  the  work  upon  the  monument  in  this  city 
and  to  the  National  Museum  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Cannon.  It  is  something  more  than  that.  It  refers  to  the  depot 
quartermaster,  the  General  of  the  Army,  and  all  officers  of  the  Army 
and  all  officers  in  the  District  of  Columbia  who  are  not  part  and  parcel 
of  the  Executive  Departments. 

Mr.  Atkins.  Why  should  not  the  general  restrictions  of  section  4 
apply  to  the  employees  of  the  National  Museum  as  well  as  to  the 
Executive  Departments? 

Mr.  Cannon.  *  *  *  The  technical  words  *'  Executive  Depart- 
ments" are  used  for  the  reason  that  they  have  a  recognized  meaning 
under  the  statutes.  In  the  Revised  Statutes  you  will  find  the  Executive 
Departments  designated  State,  Navy,  War,  etc.     You  will  find  the 
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different  bureaus  aud  subordinate  offices  also  designated.  But  the 
National  Museum  is  not  a  part  or  parcel  of  any  Executive  Depart- 
ment; therefore  it  does  not  come  *  *  *  within  the  limitation  of 
this  clause. 

Amendment  of  Mr.  Cannon  adopted. 

NATIONAL  MUSEUM — ESTIMATES. 

December  5, 1881 — House. 

Estimates  for  1883 

For  furniture  and  fixtures,  $60,000. 

For  heating  and  lighting,  etc.,  $6,000. 

For  the  preservation  of  collections,  $75,000. 

For  Armory  building,  $2,500. 

For  distribution  of  duplicate  specimens,  $10,000. 

For  transfer  of  collections  from  Permanent  International  Exhibi* 
tion,  Philadelphia,  $7,500. 

For  printing  and  binding  (included  in  Department  of  the  Interior 
estimates),  $20,000. 

For  postage  (included  in  Department  of  the  Interior  estunates), 
$1,000. 

Smithsonian  Institution, 

Waskhigton.,  Novc/zihrp  7,  1881. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  the  following  memorandum  in 
regard  to  the  increase  in  the  estimates  for  the  ser\ace  of  the  National 
Museum,  in  charge  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  year  1883, 
over  those  for  1882,  be  inserted  in  the  book  of  estimates: 

The  necessary  reorganization  of  the  National  Museum,  inconsequence 
of  the  occupation  of  the  new  building  furnished  })y  Congress,  affords 
opportunity  for  an  increase  of  nearly  tenfold  in  the  amount  of  the 
material  to  be  cared  for,  and  necessitates  a  general  increase  for  the 
general  maintenance  of  the  Museum.  The  an*angemont  of  the  collec- 
tions in  the  new  Museum  building,  and  its  formal  opening  to  the  public, 
Clin  not  be  completed  properly  until  toward  the  end  of  the  tiscal  year, 
and  a  largely  increased  expenditure  will  be  required  in  the  way  of 
compensation  of  curators,  specialists,  watchmen,  and  other  attendants.  ' 
On  this  score  the  additional  sum  referred  to  is  absolutely  essential. 

There  is  on  hand  a  large  amount  of  duplicate  material  collected  by 
the  several  Government  geological  and  other  surveys  and  by  the  United 
States  Fish  Commission,  of  very  great  value  in  an  educational  point  of 
view,  and  an  item  is  included  for  the  expense  of  identitication,  classi- 
fication, and  elimination  of  duplicates,  and  for  their  labeling  and  pack- 
ing for  distribution  to  colleges,  academies,  and  museums  throughout 
the  United  States. 


■J. 
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Of  the  Permanent  Exhibition  in  Philadelphia  vavSt  amounts  of  valu- 
able contributions  in  the  way  of  geological  and  mineralogical  speci- 
mens, and  of  illustrations  of  the  various  industries  of  the  country,  have 
recently  been  presented  to  the  United  States,  on  condition  of  their 
transfer  to  and  exhibition  in  the  National  Museum.  For  this,  also,  an 
estimate  is  made. 

The  estimate  for  distributing  duplicates  is  the  same  as  one  made  some 
years  ago  for  a  similar  purpose,  while  that  for  the  transfer  of  collec- 
tions from  the  Permanent  Exhibition  in  Philadelphia  corresponds  to  an 
appropriation  made  by  Congress  in  1877  for  a  like  transfer  from  the 
International  Exhibition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spencer  F.  Baird,  Secret<jry. 
Hon.  S.  J.  KiRKWOOD, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
January  25,  1882— House. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  transmitting 
the  estimates  of  deficiency  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1882,  and  prior  years,  contained  the  item: 

Furniture  and  fixtures  for  the  National  Museum:  To  expedite?  the 
work  of  constructing  the  exhibition  cases  in  the  new  building  for  the 
National  Museum  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  830,000. 

Note. — For  explanation  of  this  estimate  see  letter  of  Professor  Baird: 

Smithsonian  Institution, 
WashingtO)}j  D.  C,  Jgnium/ 14,  188^. 

Sir:  I  beg  respectfully  to  request  that  the  following  item  be  inserted  in  the 
deficiency  estimates  now  lx?ing  made  uj)  by  the  Department  for  transmission  to 
Congress,  viz:  To  expedite  the  work  of  constructing  the  exhibition  cases  in  the  new 
building  for  the  National  Museimi,  $30,000. 

In  explanation  of  this  request,  I  would  state  that  no  actual  deficiency  exists,  but 
that  the  sum  alx>ve  mentioned  is  required  as  an  addition  to  the  appropriation  for 
furniture  and  fixtures  for  the  present  fist^al  year  (that  of  1881-82) ,  which  has  already 
l)een  pledged  for  cases  in  course  of  (construction  under  contract. 

In  this  conmK!tion  I  would  submit  the  following  statements: 

(1)  Alx>ut  250  cases  have  lx»en  arranged  for,  and  for  the  most  part  delivered, 
affording  an  aggregate  exhibition — and  storage — cai)acity  etjual  to  35,000  ninning 
feet  of  shelving  1  foot  wide,  or  nearly  1  acre. 

(2)  These  cases  are  contracte<l  for  to  1h»  delivere<l  in  an  incomplete  c^mdition,  it 
having  In^^n  found  cheaper  to  imi^ort  glass  and  to  purchast^  locks,  hingt»s,  and 
interior  fittings  for  the  same  from  the  manufacturers.  It  has  also  been  found  that 
the  ca-^ses  can  l)e  finish eil,  polished,  and  set  up  in  a  more  satisfactory  and  economical 
manner  l)y  mechanics  working  under  the  jwrsonal  supervision  of  the  officers  of  the 
Museum  than  by  contract. 

(3)  The  Museum  has  now  in  its  employ  a  considerable  force  of  men  who,  by 
(rareful  training,  have  gained  experience  indispensable  to  the  proj>er  performance  of 
this  work,  and  their  discharges  at  the  present  time  would  render  necessary  the  em- 
ployment of  unskilled  labor  when  the  work  is  resumed. 

(4)  A  large  quantity  of  plate  and  crystal  glass  for  these  cases,  which  was 
imported  at  a  time  when  glass  was  inutrh  cheai)er  than  at  present,  is  now  lying  in 
the  building,  and  unless  this  can  be  speedily  used  it  is  liable  to  deterioration.    In 
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addition,  other  iiiaterialH,  iw  oil,  jNiintH,  1)riiHhei«,  et<r.,  mi   liuiid,  are  also  liable  to 
miflhap. 

(5)  Although  a  large*  iiuinl)er  of  oiweH  are  provide<l  for,  tlu»  greater  |>art  of  the 
immense  floor  Bi>ai-e  is  as  yet  uncovered.  One  of  the  i>e('uliarities  of  the  arehitectare 
of  the  building  is  that  the  17  lai^  halls  an*  se})arati.Ml  from  each  other  by  ])artition8 
compofietl  entirely  of  exhibition  csus*}Sy  and  ]>arti(*ular  attention  has,  therefore,  been 
directed  to  buihling  cases  of  this  description;  and  many  other  sixMual  forms  needed 
for  immeiliate  use  are  vet  to  be  ordered. 

(6)  Not  only  will  a  delay  in  the  eompleti<m  of  tlu^si*  additional  ca>k>s  enhance  the 
difliculties  in  th(^  way  of  a  si)ee<ly  o]>ening  of  the  Musinirn,  but  HUs|>ension  of  work 
thereon  will  Ih»  disju'trous,  since  there  an*  but  a  few  niaruifacturers  in  the  United 
States  caimble  of  building  such  cases  satisfactorily  an<l  e4^ononiically,  and  these,  hav- 
ing but  a  limited  cajMicity  for  work,  can  tM)nstnict  only  a  few  at  a  time.  The  lumber 
requires  to  l)e  kiln  <lrietl,  and  for  this  and  other  n*a««ons  the  time  for  c.H)nstructlng  a 
single  lot  oi  (rases  ne<^essariiy  extends  over  a  i)eri<:Ml  of  four  or  live  months.  Besides, 
glass  must  Ixj  imiwrtinl  an<l  hanlware  for  interior  flttings  must  Ik?  siKH^'ially  constructed. 

Moreover,  the  tendency  at  present  to  an  advance  in  prices  of  i?kilUHl  lalK)r,  lumber, 
iron,  etc.,  n^nders  it  extremely  desirable  that  contracts  should  be  ^iven  out  at  a  date 
as  early  as  iHjssible.  Any  delay  will  neci^ssitate  a  diwharge,  by  some  of  the  manu- 
fac^turers  at  least,  of  workmen  siKxiially  traine<l  for  the  work  require<l  by  these  caaee. 

(7)  ShouM  the  cases  now  on  hand  not  Ih^  inmiwliately  completcnl,  the  work  of 
putting  the  gt)ei'imens  on  exhibition  will  undoubtwUy  and  necessarily  In*  suspended 
for  five  or  six  months,  and  to  this  extent  of  time  fulfillment  of  the  gt»neral  desire 
that  the  Museum  shall  1h^  o|>ene<l  to  the  public  at  as  early  a  day  as  jK^ssible  will  be 
delaye<l,  while  on  the  other  hand,  should  these  cases  Ikj  linished  at  onc(^  it  is  believed 
that  a  lar^'  quantity  of  the  most  interesting  material  can  Ixi  presentM  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  visitors  Ixjfore  the  approach  of  another  winter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  very  resjiectfully,  your  ol)e<lient  servant, 

Spenckr  F.  Baikd,  Secretary. 
lion.  Sechktaky  ok  thk  Tkeasi:kv. 

December  4,  1882 — House. 

Estimates  for  1884. 

For  furniture  and  fixtures,  $t>0,000. 

For  heating,  lighting  and  telephonic  and  electrical  servic^e,  $6,000. 

For  the  preservation  of  collections,  i>90,000. 

For  Armory  building,  1^^,500. 

For  procuring  and  making  a  standard  collection  of  minerals  for  the 
service  of  the  National  Museum  and  the  United  States  Geological 
Survev,  $30,000. 

For  postage  (included  in  estimate  for  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior), $1,700. 

For  printing  and  binding  (included  in  estimate  for  the  Depai*tment 
of  the  Interior),  $10,000. 

January  20,  1883. 

Hon.  Chas.  J.  FoLOEK, 

Secretat'y  U,  S.  Treamirt/. 

Sik:  I  would  respectfully  request  insertion  of  the  following  item  in 

the  deficiency  estimates  now  being  prepared  by  your  Department  for 

transmission  to  tbngress,  viz: 

To  hasten  the  completion  of  exhibiticm  crises  for  the  new  building  for  the  National 
Museum,  $30,000. 
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I  would  roiniirk,  by  wa}'  of  explanation,  that  no  actual  deficiency 
exists.  The  sum  asked,  however,  is  desired  in  addition  to  the  appro- 
priation for  furniture  and  fixtures  for  the  present  fiscal  year  (1882-83), 
said  appropriation  being  pledged  for  cases  and  fixtures  in  course  of 
construction  under  contract. 

I  would  state,  further,  that  the  cases  necessary  to  fill  the  space  of 
the  new  building  will,  if  placed  end  to  end,  ocinipy  a  length  of  12,600 
feet,  or  nearly  2^  miles,  of  which  a  large ,  proportion  remain  to  })e 
constructed. 

The  Museum  has  now  in  itjs  employ  a  considerable  number  of  skilled 
mechanics,  who  by  careful  training  have  derived  that  experience  which 
is  absolutely  indispensable  to  the  building  and  finishing  of  the  required 
exhibition  cases,  and  their  discharge  just  now  would  render  necessary 
the  employment  of  unskilled  labor  when  the  work  is  resumed.  In 
addition,  large  (juantities  of  imported  glass  and  of  other  materials 
necessary  to  the  work  of  providing  furniture  and  fixtures  for  the 
building  are  on  hand,  and  should  be  speedily  utilized  to  prevent  pos- 
si})le  deterioration  in  one  way  and  another. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  trulv,  yours, 

Spenceu  F.  Baird,  Secreta7*y. 

January  23,  1883. 

Hon.  C.  J.  FoiiGER, 

Sec7'rtart/  of  the  Trawury, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  estimate  for  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1883, 
and  beg  to  recjuest  that  you  will  transmit  the  same  to  Congress: 

To  t!ompleto  the  transfer  and  preparation  of  the  Philadelphia  colleotions  prt»Ht»nt<?d 
to  the  Unitii<l  Stutes  at  the  close  of  the  PerniantMit  International  Exhibition  in 
Philadelphia,  including  necessary  expenses  already  incurred,  $4,112.82. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spexcer  F.  Baird, 

Se<*7*etti?\t/  S/n  tt/i^fm  ian  In^atltutloti . 

NATIONAL  MUSEUM — APPROPKl ATK )NS. 

March  6,  1882. 

Urgent  deficiency  act  for  1882,  etc. 

Furniture  and  fixtures:  To  expedite  the  work  of  constructing  the 
exhibition  cjises  in  the  new  building  for  the  National  Museum  during 
the  present  fiscal  year,  $30,UO(). 

(Stat.,  XXII,  10.) 

June  26,  1882— House. 

Mr.  Frank  IIiscock,  from  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  sub- 
mitted a  reix)iii  (H.  1620)  to  accompany  sundry  civil   bill   for   the 

H.  Doc.  782 68 
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year  1882-83  (H.  8675)  and  the  followinjr  stateuuMits'of  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution: 

Pay  roll  of  Xatianal  Mitst^tun^  Aprils  IS^xf. 


Grade. 

Monthly  Halar>'. 

I. 
II. 

.... 

at  1225.00 

1 

at 

160.66 

III. 

4 

at 

150.00 

IV. 

1 

at 

125.00 

1 

at 

126.00 

1 

at 

125.00 

V. 

2 

at 

100.00 

1 

at 

100.00 

1 

at 

100.00 

1 

at 

100.00 

1 

at 

100.00 

1 

at 

100.00 

1 

at 

100.00 

VI. 

1 

at 

90.00 

•   VII. 

1 

at 

80.00 

VIII. 

3 

at 

75.00 

1 

at 

75.00 

1 

at 

65.00 

XI. 

2 

at 

60.00 

XIII. 

2 

at 

50.00 

8 

at 

50.00 

9 

at 

50.00 

1 

at 

75.00 

3 

at 

50.00 

XV. 

4 

at 

40.00 

1 

at 

40.00 

8 

at 

40.00 

16 

at 

40.00 

XVI. 

2 

at 

35.00 

XVII, 

at 

30.00 

I 

at 

30.00 

2 

at 

30.00 

2 

at 

30.00 

Tith- 


Dirw'tor 

Awistant  director 

Curator 

do 


Nom. 


XVIII. 
XIX. 


4 

•I 

1 
1 

91 


at 
at 
at 
at 


25.00 
25.00 
25.00  I 
20.00 


AnBifftant  ctirator 

Chief  mo<leler 

Chief  taxldermlHt 

AwiHtant,  2d  claw 

Chemist 

RiiliriHtmr 

Artist 

Frepanitor 

Supriutendent  of  building 

Engineer 

AsBiHtant,  iKt  claw 

Clerk,  6th  clam 

Aid,6thcliu« 

Electrician 

AwdBtant  taxidcrmiBt 

Aid.  3d  claw 

Copyittt,  6th  clas 

Me<;hanic 

Watchman.  3d  class 

Fireman,  Sd  class 

Fireman 

CopyiHt.  4th  class 

Watchman,  Ist  class 

A  t  tendan  t 

Laborer,  3d  class 

Copyist,  3d  class 

Couyist,  2d  claw 

Laborer,  Ist  claw 

Attcndaiit,  l8t  class 

Cleaner,  Ist  cIahs 

Copyist,  iBt  ClAHs 

Messenger,3d  doss 

Assistant 

Messenger,  2d  claflB 


Per  month. 
For  year... 


eooLoo 

126.00 
126.00 
126u00 
900.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
00.00 
80.00 
220.00 
70.00 
66.00 
120.00 
100.00 
400.00 
460.00 
7&00 
U0.00 
100.00 
40100 
120.00 
610.00 
70.00 
OOlOO 
80.00 
60.00 
60.00 
100.00 
60.00 
8S.00 
90.00 


5,48L06 
66,170.88 


Summary  ofestimaled  expenditure  for  the  National  Museum,  fiscal  year  188S, 

For  pay  rolls,  salaries,  and  labor *. .  $60, 000. 00 

For  freight 2,500.00 

For  materials  and  supplies  for  preserving  specimens 2, 500. 00 

For  expenses  for  procuring  specimens 1, 000. 00 

For  stationery 3, 000. 00 

For  cleaning  materials,  soap,  brushes,  ice,  ete 1 ,  000. 00 

For  chemicals,  glass,  etc. ,  for  laboratory  and  other  purposes 1, 500. 00 

For  apparatus,  tools,  and  hardware j 1, 500. 00 

For  purchase  of  books  of  reference 1, 500. 00 

For  incidentals 500. 00 


75, 000. 00 


Estimated  expenditures  for  the  National  Museum  on  n  j}crmanent  Inisis, 

SCIENTIFIC. 

Compensation  of  1  assistant  director,  at  $250  per  month $.S,  000 

7  curators,  at  $175  per  montli 14,  700 

4  assistant  curators,  at  $125  per  month 6, 000 

4  assistants,  at  $100  per  month 4, 800 

2  chemists,  at  $125  i)er  month 3,000 

Clerks  and  copyists  (at  from  $100  to  $25  per  month) 6, 000 
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Estimated  expenditures  for  the  NaJtional  Museum  on  a  permanent  basis — Continued. 

ADMINISTRATIVE. 

Compensation  of  1  superintendent  of  buildings,  at  $125  per  month.  $1, 500 

1  registrar,  at  $125  per  month 1, 500 

1  chief  modeler,  at  $125  per  month 1, 500 

1  chief  taxidermist,  at  $125  per  month 1,500 

2  artists,  at  $100  per  month 2,400 

7  taxidermists  and  preparators  (from  $100  to  $40  per  month) .  6, 000 

2  stenographers,  at  $100  per  month 2, 400 

Clerks  and  copjdsts  (from  $75  to  $30  per  month) 2,400 

2  janitors,  at  $75  per  month 1, 800 

12  watchmen,  at  $50  per  month 7,200 

8  doorkeepers,  at  from  $40  to  $30  per  month 3, 840 

15  laborers,  at  $40  per  month 7, 200 

Cleaners  and  sweepers  (from  $35  to  $25  per  month) 3, 000 

Messengers,  $30  to  $15  per  month 1, 500 

2  master  carpenters,  at  $75  per  month 1, 800 

1  painter,  at  $60  per  month 720 

1  mason,  at  $50  per  month 600 

1  engineer,  at  $100  per  month 1,200 

1  engineer,  at  $75  per  month 900 

4  firemen,  at$50  per  month 2,400 

1  electrician,  at  $75  per  month 900 

1  laborer,  at  $50  per  month 600 

1  telephone  clerk,  at  $35  per  month 420 

1  telephone  messenger,  at  $30  per  month 360 

$91, 140. 00 

For  fuel  and  gas 5,550 

For  freight 3,000 

For  materials  and  supplies  for  preservation  of  specimens 3, 000 

For  procuring  specimens 2, 500 

For  stationery  and  blanks 3, 000 

For  cleaning  materials,  ice,  etc 1, 000 

For  chemicals,  glass,  etc.,  for  laboratory  and  other  purposes 2, 000 

For  apparatus,  tools,  and  hardw^are 2, 000 

For  purchase  of  net^easary  books  of  reference 2, 000 

For  incidentals 1,000 

25,000.00 

116,140.00 
August  5,  1882. 

Deficiency  act  for  1882,  etc. 

To  pay  Thomas  J.  Hobbs  for  disbursing  the  appropriations  for  the 
construction  of  the  National  Museum  building,  under  appointment  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  March  28,  1879,  $250,  in  full  satis- 
faction therefor. 

(Stat.,  XXU,  274.) 

August  7,  1882. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1883. 

For  cases,  furniture,  and  fixtures  required  for  the  exhibition  of  the 
collections  of  geology,  mineitJogy ,  natural  history,  ethnology,  and  the 
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industrial  aiis  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  for  salaries  or 
pensation  of  all  necessary  employees,  $60,(X)(). 

For  expense  of  heating,  lighting,  and  telephonic  and  electrical  serv- 
ice for  the  new  museum  building,  Jf6,(XK). 

For  the  presentation  and  exhibition  of  the  collections  received  from 
the  suiTcying  and  exploring  expeditions  of  the  Government,  and  other 
sources,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary  employeeSy 
$75,000. 

For  C4ire  of  the  Annory  building  and  expense  of  watching,  preser- 
vation, and  storage  of  the  duplicate  collections  of  the  Government 
and  of  property  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  contained 
therein,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary  employees, 
$2,5(H).  And  the  distribution  of  duplicate  specimens  of  the  National 
Museum  and  Fish  Commission  may  be  made  to  colleges,  academies, 
and  other  institutions  of  learning  upon  the  payment  by  the  recipients 
of  the  cost  of  preparation  for  transpoi'tation  and  the  transportation 
thereof. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  332.) 

For  expense  of  tninsf  erring  to  Washington  the  collections  presented 
to  the  United  States  at  the  close  of  the  Permanent  International 
Exhibition  in  Philadelphia,  including  necessary  expenses  already 
incurred  for  the  purpose,  $10,000. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  333.) 

March  3,  1883. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  18S4. 

For  c^ses,  furniture,  and  fixtures  required  for  the  exhibition  of  the 
collections  of  geology,  mineralogy,  natural  history,  ethnology,  and  the 
industrial  arts  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  for  salaries  or  com- 
pensation of  all  necessary  employees,  ^0,000. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  628.) 

For  the  preservation  and  exhibition  of  the  collections  received  from 
surveying  and  exploring  expeditions  of  the  Government,  and  other 
sources,  including  salaries  or  compensations  of  all  necessary  employ- 
ees, $90,000. 

For  expense  of  he^iting,  lighting,  and  telephonic  and  electrical  serv- 
ice for  the  new  Museum  building,  ^,000. 

For  care  of  the  Armory  buildings  and  grounds,  and  expense  of  watch- 
ing, preservation,  and  stomge  of  the  duplicate  collections  of  the  Gtev- 
ernment  and  of  property  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission 
contained  therein,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary 
employees,  $2,500.  And  the  distribution  of  duplicate  specimens  of 
the  National  Museum  and  Fish  Commission  may  be  made  to  colleges, 
academies,  and  other  institutions  of  learning  upon  the  payment  by  the 
recipients  of  the  cost  of  prepanition  for  transportation  and  the  trans- 
portation thereof. 

(Stat.,  XXn,  629.) 


FORTY-SEVENTH   CONGBESS,  1881-1883.  917 

March  3,  1883. 

Defieien(*y  a<;t  for  1883,  etc. 

To  complete  the  transfer  and  preparation  of  the  Philadelphia  col- 
lections presented  to  the  United  States  at  the  close  of  the  Permanent 
International  Exhibition  in  Philadelphia,  including  necessary  expenses 
already  incurred,  $4,112.82. 

(Stat.,  XXII,  584.) 

The  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  are  hereby  authorized  to 
pass  to  the  credit  of  Herbert  A.  Gill  the  sum  of  $160,  for  services 
performed  in  connection  with  the  National  Museum  during  the  second 
and  third  quarters  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  JBO,  1881. 

(Stat.,  XXII.,  589.) 

DOCUMENTS. 
August  8,  1882-^House. 

Mr.  William  M.  Springer.  I  ask  consent  to  offer  the  following 
resolution  for  present  consideration. 

Mr.  James  A.  McKenzie.  I  reserve  the  right  to  object.  There  is 
too  much  of  this  thing. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  J.  W.  Keifer).  The  resolution  will  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Librarian  of  Conjp'eas,  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, arid  the  superintendent  of  documents,  Department  of  the  Interior  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  requested  to  compile  the  laws  and  regulations  now  in  force  governing 
the  printing  and  distribution  of  public  documents,  to  prepare  a  tabulated  statement 
showing  the  number  of  docimients  printed  by  order  of  the  Fortynsixth  and  the  first 
session  of  the  Forty -seventh  Congresses,  and  under  general  laws  now  in  force,  the  dis- 
tribution directed  to  be  made  of  the  same;  to  report  what  reduction  should  be  made 
in  the  number  of  such  documents,  and  present  such  other  information  at  their  com- 
mand relating  to  public  documents  as  will  tend  to  promote  judicious  legislation,  an<l 
submit  the  draft  of  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  printing  and  distribution  of  documents; 
and  they  shall  report  to  the  House  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Springer.  I  ask  that  this  resolution  be  passed,  as  it  will  cost 
nothing  whatever.  These  gentlemen  are  already  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government,  and  they  will  be  able  to  furnish  much  valuable  informa- 
tion upon  a  ver}'^  important  subject.  This  information  if  received,  as 
I  believe  it  will  be  from  them,  will  enable  us  to  know  the  exact  num- 
ber of  documents  published  by  authority  of  law,  their  distribution, 
and  the  cost  of  the  same.  I  move  the  previous  question  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered,  and  the  resolution  agreed  to. 

December  22,  1882^House. 

Report  presented  by  J.  G.  Ames,  superintendent  of  documents  in 
the  Interior  Depai*tment,  A.  R.  Spofford,  Librarian  of  Congress,  and 
Spencer  F.  Baird,  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  regarding 
the  publication  and  distribution  of  public  documents,  in  compliance 
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with  the  re.sohition  of  the  House  of  August  S,  1882.     (MisccllaneoiiB 
Document  No.  12.) 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

February  12,  1883— Houm, 

Mr.  William  M.  Springer.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the 
House  passed  a  resolution  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  tBe  Librarian  of  Congress^  and  the  superintendent 
of  documents  in  the  Interior  Department  to  submit  a  report  on  the 
subject  of  the  publication  and  distribution  of  public  documents.  The 
report  .has  been  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printingf. 
The  bill  and  joint  resolution  which  I  send  to  the  Clerk^s  desk  are  those 
which  the  report  recommends  should  be  passed  by  Congress. 

The  following  bill  and  joint  resolutions  were  accordingly  received, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing^^ 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  biU  (H.  7555)  to  establish  depositories  and  provide  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  public  documents. 

Joint  resolution  (H.  339)  providing  for  the  preparation  and  dis- 
tribution of  pamphlet  Laws  and  Statutes  at  Large; 

Joint  resolution  (H.  340)  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the 
Congressional  Globe  and  Records;  and 

Joint  resolution  (H.  341)  providing  for  the  sale  of  public  docu- 
ments. 

STATUE   OF  JOSEPH   HENRY. 
February- 3,  1883— House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  J.  W.  Keifer)  submitted  a  letter: 

Smithsonian  Institution, 
WashxrKjtorij  I).  C,  January  17 ^  188S» 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives  that  in  accordanoe 
with  the  act  of  Congress  of  June  1,  1880  (Forty-sixth  Congress,  pubUc  act),  provid- 
ing  that  the  Regents  of  this  Institution  be  authorized  to  contract  with  W.  W.  Story, 
sculptor,  for  a  bronze  statue  of  Joseph  Henry,  late  Secretary'  of  the  SmithBoniaii 
Institution,  to  be  erected  in  the  grounds  of  said  Institution,  the  statue  has  been  exe- 
cuted and  received  in  Washington,  and  that  Thursday,  the  19th  of  April,  has  been 
selected  as  the  day  for  the  public  unveiling  of  the  same. 

Th6  Congress  of  the  United  States  having  ordered  this  statue  and  made  the  appro* 
priation  necessary  therefor,  the  Board  of  Regents  re8})ectfully  invite  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  to  be  present  on  the  occasion  of  its  formal  presentation  to 
the  public. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 
Secretary  JSmiihsonian  Tm^titutiofL 
Hon.  J.  W.  Keifer, 

Speaker  Uniied  State*  House  of  Representatives. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  the  Libnirv. 
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February  20.  1883— House. 

Mr.  Samuel  S.  Cox,  of  New  York.  The  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  have  invited  this  body  and  the  Senate  to  be  present 
at  the  inauguration  of  the  Henry  statue  in  April  next.  I  ask  consent 
to  submit  for  considei-ation  at  this  time  a  joint  resolution  meeting  that 
invitation  in  a  proper  spirit,  accepting  the  invitation  of  the  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  attend  the  inauguration  of  the  statue  of 
Joseph  Henry. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  J.  W.  Keifer).  The  joint  resolution  will  be  read. 

Whereaa  in  a  communication  from  Spencer  F.  Baird,  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  Congress  was  infonned  tliat  in  accx)rdance  with  the  act  of  June  1 ,  1880, 
the  bronze  statue  of  Joseph  Henry,  late  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has 
been  completed;  and 

Whereas  in  the  same  communication  Congress  wa«  respectfully  invited  to  be  pres- 
ent on  the  occasion  of  its  fonnal  presentation  to  the  public  upon  Thursday,  the  19th 
of  April  next:    Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved y  etc.y  That  the  said  invitation  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  accepted  by 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Senate  select 
seven  members  of  that  body  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  fifteen 
members  of  that  body  to  be  present  and  represent  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  occasion  of  tlie  presentation  and  inauguration  of  said  statue. 

Passed. 
February  20,  1883— Senate. 

Mr,  George  F.  Hoar.  I  ask  the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  to 
permit  the  joint  resolution  (H.  356),  which  will  pass  as  a  more  mat- 
ter of  course,  in  regard  to  the  attendance  on  the  celebration  of  the 
inauguration  of  the  Henry  statue  to  be  laid  tefore  the  Senate  and 
passed 

The  Presiding  Officer  (Mr.  George  F.  Edmunds).  Does  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  yield? 

Mr.  floiiN  A.  Logan.  I  have  ho  obje<?tion  if  there  is  any  desire 
about  it. 

Mr.  Hoar.  I  ask  unanimous  cHjnsent  that  the  joint  resolution  ))e  laid 
before  the  Senate  and  be  now  passed.  If  there  is  any  objection  I  shall 
withdi'aw  it. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  asks 
unanimous  consent  that  a  joint  resolution  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  be  now  considered.     It  will  be  read  for  information. 

The  joint  resolution  (H.  356)  accepting  the  invitation  of  the  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  attend  the  inauguration  of  the  statue 
of  Joseph  Henry  was  read  the  fii'st  time  at  length. 

Considered  as  in  Conunittee  of  the  Whole,  reported  without 
amendment  and  passed. 

Mr.  Hoar.  The  proper  title  is  '*  Smithsonian  Institution,"  but  it  is 
hardly  worth  while,  I  suppose,  to  make  the  amendment.  It  is  correctly 
described  in  the  body  of  the  resolve. 
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February  24,  1883. 

Joint  rosohition. 

Whereas,  in  a  communication  from  Spencer  F.  Baird,  Secretary  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institute,  Congress  was  informed  that  in  accordance 
with  an  act  of  June  1,  1880,  the  bronze  statue  of  Joseph  Henry,  late 
Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  had  been  completed;  and 
whereas,  in  the  same  communiciition.  Congress  was  respectfully 
invited  to  be  present  on  the  occasion  of  its  formal  presentation  to  the 
public  upon  Thursday  the  19th  of  April  next:  Therefore,  be  it 

Reaolved^  ett\^  That  the  said  invitation  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
accepted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives;  and  that  the 
President  of  the  Senate  select  seven  members  of  that  l)ody  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  fifteen  nuMnbers  of  that  body 
to  be  present  and  represent  the  Congress  of  the  Unit(^d  States  upon 
the  oc<?asion  of  the  presentation  and  inauguration  of  said  statue. 

(Stat.,  XXU,  639.) 

February  28,  f 883— House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  J.  Warren  Keifer).  In  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  of  the  House  (H.  85())  ac^'epthig 
the  invitation  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  attend  the  inaugu- 
ration of  the  statue  of  Joseph  Henry,  approved  February  24,  1888, 
the  Chair  announces  the  appointment  of  the  following-named  membern 
to  be  present  and  represent  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  provided  in  said  resolution, 
namely:  Mr.  John  T.  Wait,  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  William  Aldrich,  of 
Illinois,  Mr.  Thomtus  M.  Browne,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  John  A.  Kasson, 
of  Iowa,  Mr.  George  M.  Robeson,  of  N(^w  Jersey,  Mr.  John-W. 
Candler,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  R.  J.  Walker,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
A.  H.  Pettibone,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  J.  Proctor  Knott,  of  Kentucky, 
Mr.  J.  Randolph  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Andrew  (i.  Curtin,  of 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Randall  L.  Gibson,  of  Louisiana. 

March  3,  1883Senate. 

Mr.  George  F.  Hoar.  Mr.  President,  1  desire  to  make  a  statemenf 
to  the  Senate.  Some  wrecks  ago  both  Houses  of  Congress  accepted  the 
invitation  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  attend  the 
unveiling  of  the  statue  of  Professor  Henry,  and  the  Senate  voted,  in 
conjunction  with  the  House,  that  a  committee  of  a  certain  number  of 
Senators — I  think  nine — and  fifteen  members  of  the  House  should 
represent  the  two  Houses  on  the  occasion.  I  am  informed  at  the  desk 
that  the  committee  has  not  l)een  appointed.  I  ask  unanimoas  consent 
that  the  presiding  officer  ))e  authorized  to  designate  that  comuiittee 
after  the  adjournment,  in  c^se  he  shall  not  be  able  to  do  it  before. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  David  Davis).  The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  asks  unanimous  consent  that  the  presiding  officer  of  the 


^ 

* 


FORTY-SEVENTH   CONGRESS,  1881-1883.  921 

Senate  nia}^  be  authorized  after  the  adjournment  to  designate  the  (com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  attend  the  ceremonies  of  the  unveil- 
ing of  the  statue  of  Joseph  Henry,  which  is  to  take  place  after  the 
adjournment  of  Congress.  Is  there  objection?  The  chair  hears  none, 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  Forty -seventh  Congress,  second  ses- 
sion, the  Vice-President  appointed  the  following  committee  to  repre- 
sent the  Senate  at  the  unveiling  of  the  statue  of  Professor  Henry,  on 
April  19, 1883:  Mr.  George  F.  Hoar,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Eli  Sauls- 
bury,  of  Delaware,  Mr.  Samuel  J.  R.  McMillan,  of  Minnesota,  Mr. 
Joseph  R.  Hawley,  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  William  Mahone,  of  Vir- 
ginia, Mr.  Omar  D.  Conger,  of  Michigan,  Mr.  James  B.  Groome,  of 
Maryland. 

[From  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1883.] 

In  accordance  with  the  previous  arrangements,  the  statue  was  un- 
veiled on  Thursday  afternoon,  April  19,  1883,  at  4  o'clock.  The  day 
was  clear,  mild,  and  propitious,  and  about  10,000  people  assembled  to 
witness  the  ceremonies. 

The  invited  guests  met  in  the  lecture  hall  of  the  National  Museum, 
and  proceeded  to  the  platform  which  had  been  erected  around  the 
statue.  Gen.  0.  M.  Poe,  acted  as  chief  marshal.  The  direction  of 
the  executive  details  of  the  occasion  were  assigned  by  Professor  Baird 
to  Mr.  William  J.  Rhees,  the  Chief  Clerk. 

The  following  order  of  arrangement  was  adopted: 

The  President  of  the  United  States^;  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  Chancellor  of  the  Institution;  the  orator  of  the  day,  President 
Noah  Poi-ter,  LL.D.,  of  Yale  College;  the  chaplain  of  the  day.  Rev. 
A.  A.  Hodge,  D.  D. ;  the  family  of  Professor  Henry. 

The  establishment  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  viz,  the  Vice- 
President,  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Secretary  of 
War,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Postmaster- 
General,  Attorney-General,  Commissioner  of  Patents. 

The  Regents  and  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  ex- 
Regents;  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives, appointed  to  represent  Congress;  the  Diplomatic  Corps;  the 
Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  Judges 
of  United  States  Courts;  Claims  Commissions;  Judges  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  Senators  and  Members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives;  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  the 
General  and  officers  of  the  Army;  the  Admiral  and  officers  of  the  Navy; 
ex-members  of  the  Cabinet  and  ex-ministers  of  the  United  States; 
National  Academ}^  of  Sciences;  founders  of  the  Henry  trust  fund  for 
science;  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture;  the  assistant  secretaries  of 


^  The  President  was  alj«eut  from  the  city  at  the  time. 
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Dc»partinont.s;  Solicitor-Genoml  hiuI  jissistimt  attonu'Vs-pMiiM-jil;  the 
United  Stat<*s  niai*shal  and  offic-ors  of  courts;  tlio  Li^ht-I louse  Ik)ard; 
the  heads  of  Bureaus;  the  iSupiMintendent  of  tlie  Coast  Survey,  the 
Superintendent  of  the.  Naval  Obst»rvatorv,  the  Su})erinUMident  of  the 
Nautieal  AhiiauiU*,  the  Director  of  th(»  (leoloj^ieal  Survt^v,  the  Libra- 
rian of  Congress;  the  Commissioner  of  Pul)lie  Huildinijfs,  tlie  Architect 
of  the  Capitol,  the  Sui)erint<Mulent  of  the  (loverinnent  Printinj^  Office, 
the  Superintendent  of  the  liotanical  (rardens,  the  Visitors  of  the  Gov- 
ernment Hospital  for  the  Insane;  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Repivsentatives;  Trustees  of  the  Corcomn  (lallerv  of  Art;  the  Wash- 
ington Monument  Society;  officers  and  employees  of  the*  Smithsonian 
Institution,  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  National  Museum,  and  United  States 
Fish  Commission;  alumni  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  meml>ers  of 
scientific;  organizations,  etc. 

While  this  procession  was  moving  from  the  hall  in  the  Museum 
building  to  the  platform  at  the  statue,  the  Marine  Band,  furnished 
through  the  courtesy  of  Hon.  William  E.  Chandler,  Secretary  of  the 
Nav3%  and  of  (blonel  McCawley,  commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
played  a  grand  march,  ^'Transit  of  Venus,"'  composed  hy  ,1.  P.  Sousa, 
the  lead(^r  of  the  band. 

The  following  was  the  order  of  exercises: 

1.  MuHic — Marine  Band   (J.  I*.  Soii^i,  conflurtor) ,  "The  Ilalloliijah  Chorua" 

(Messiah),  JldruM, 
II.  Prayer — Rev.  A.  A.  HoiXrE,  D.I)., of  Princeton,  X.J. 

III.  Addrkms — Chief  Ju.'^tice  Waite,  Chancellor  of  the  Institntidn. 

IV.  Unveilincj  the  Statue. 

V.  Music  (Philharmonic  StK'iety  and  full  Marine  Band,  K.  C.  Bemays,  condoGh 

tor) — Grand  clionis,  "The  Heavens  are  Tell  in  jr*'  (Creation),  Haydn. 
VI.  Oration — Rev.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  ])re8ident  of  Yale  Collejre. 
VII.  Music   (J.  P.   Sousa,   conductor) — Grand  Man^h  Triuniphale,    •'S<'hiller," 
Meyerbeer. 

The  Philharmonic  Society  was  assisted  by  members  of  the  Washing- 
ton Operatic  Association,  the  Rossini  and  Church  Choir  Choral 
societies,  the  Washington  Siingerlnind  and  Geriuania  Mannerchor. 
The  arrangements  for  the  music  were  made  l)y  a  committ-ee  of  the 
Philhannonic  Society,  of  which  Prof.  F.  Widdows  was  chairman. 
The  chief  of  police  furnished  a  detail  for  the  gr(»unds;  Mr.  Edward 
Clark,  architect  of  the  Capitol,  supplied  music  stands  and  stools  for 
the  Marine  Band;  the  Quartermaster's  Department  lent  flags,  and  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  living  plants  for  decorating  th(»  platform. 
Mr.  W.  R.  Smith,  superintendent  of  the  lx)tanic  gardens,  also  fur- 
nished floi;^l  decorations. 

At  the  moment  of  unveiling  the  statue  the  new^s  was  telegraphed 
from  an  instrmnent  on  the  platfonn,  which  had  been  placed  there  by 
Mr.  L.  Whitney,  the  sui>erintcndcnt  of  the  Western  ITnioii  Telegraph 
Company. 
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turner's   and   NEI-.SON\s   RE1»0RTS   on    ALASKA. 

February  21,  1883— Senate. 
Joint  resolution  (S.  134)  considered: 

Resolvedf  etc.,  That  the  Public  Printer  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  print 
and  bind,  for  the  use  of  the  Signal  Office,  2,000  copies  of  a  report  on  the  meteorology, 
geography,  botany,  and  zoology  of  Alaska,  by  Lucien  M.  Turner;  also,  2,000  copies 
of  a  report  on  the  same  subjects  and  on  the  ethnology  of  Alaska,  by  E.  W.  Nelson; 
and  2,000  copies  of  a  report  of  observations  on  Mount  Whitney  relative  to  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  sun's  heat  by  the  earth's  atmosphere,  by  Professor  Langley;  an^  he  is 
also  authorized  to  contract  for  the  illustrations. 

Debated  at  length. 

Mr.  Joseph  R.  BL^wley.  Reference  was  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Kansas  to  a  resolution  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing  for  the 
publication  of  certain  reports  upon  entomology,  etc.,  of  Alaska,  as  if 
(one  was  compelled  to  infer  from  his  remarks)  an  officer  salaried  by 
the  Government  had  been  detailed  from  his  natural  duties  in  the  Sig- 
nal Corps  to  go  to  Alaska  to  make  these  inquiries.  Now,  these  are 
the  very  simple  facts:  The  Smithsonian  Institution  inquired  whether 
at  a  signal  station  in  Alaska  there  were  not  men  qualified  to  make 
some  of  these  inquiries,  or  they  may  have  been  sent  there  upon  ordi- 
nary duty;  they  were  privates  in  the  Corps;  and  it  was  at  the  request 
and  suggestion  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  that  these  young  men 
wrote  these  treatises  and  did  this  work. 

Whether  those  things  should  be  printed  or  not  is  a  matter  for  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  to  judge.  It  had  better  take  them  and  print 
them  as  part  of  its  own  work.  If  it  is  part  of  its  own  work  it  is  not  part 
of  the  Signal  Service  business  either  to  collect  that  kind  of  informa- 
tion or  print  it;  but  inasmuch  as  the  duties  of  the  private  at  stations 
require  him  only  a  portion  of  the  day,  and  require  exact,  faithful, 
perfect  performance  of  his  duty  at  that  time  and  full  reports  upon  it 
afterwards,  there  is  no  harm  whatever,  but  on  the  contrary  good,  if 
this  young  man  has  a  taste  for  some  of  the  natural  sciences,  in  having 
him  record  his  observations  at  the  same  time.  There  was  no  neglect 
of  duty,  and  there  was  no  special  detachment,  as  I  have  been  informed, 
for  this  matter  came  before  the  Printing  Committee  sometime  ago, 
and  I  have  heard  about  it  at  different  times.     There  was  no  neglect  of 

duty  and  no  special  detachment  in  the  performance  of  the  service. 
*  ****** 

Mr.  Preston  B.  Plumb.  If  I  wanted  to  make  an  adverse  criticism 
on  this  Corps  I  would  take  the  Senator's  from  Connecticut  and  not 
my  own,  because  this  information  ha\dng  been  obtained  entirely  apart 
from  their  Signal  Service  duty  it  becomes  necessary  to  have  a  lot  of  it 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Signal  Corps. 

Mr.  Hawley.  I  do  not  think  it  was.     My  opinion  is  that  resolution 
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slee})8  and  will  sleep  in  the  Coinmitt«v  on  Printing,  jiiid  if  tlie  informa- 
tion should  be  printed,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  will  liave  to  attempt 
it  within  its  own  proper  sphere.  That  shows,  I  think,  that  thei"e  was 
no  abuse  of  the  service  in  that  particular  matter. 

REl*ORTS  OF  SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION    AND    NATIONAL   MUSEUM. 
February  24,  1882— House, 

Mr.  Herman  L.  IIumpiiuey  introduced  the  followintjr  joint  resolu- 
tion (H.  144): 

That  the  Public  Printer  be,  an<l  he  hereby  is,  iiistnictiHl  to  ]>rint  an<l  stereotype, 
from  time  to  time,  the  regular  mmilx^r  of  HKH)  copien  of  any  matter  fnmiHlied  him 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  relative  to  the  operations,  researches^ 
and  explorations  of  the  Institution  and  the  National  Museunt,  to  W  capable  of  being 
distributiHl  in  jmrtfl,  luid  the  whole  to  fonn  annual  volumes  in  (piarto  or  r)ctavo,  aa 
may  be  requirerl,  with  suitable  illustrations,  to  ]h»  maile  under  the  direction  of  the 
Joint  (/ommittec  on  Printinj?;  the  extra  tdition  of  said  works  to  consist  of  5,000 
copies,  of  which  2,500  shall  Ixj  for  the  use  of  the  Houst^  of  Uepresi'utatives,  1,000  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  1,500  for  tlie  us<»  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  die- 
tribution  to  public  lil)raries  and  for  exchange,  the  returns  for  which  to  Ix^  placed  in 
the  Library  of  Congrt*ss. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

June  20,  1882— House.  March  U  1882. 

Hon.  R.  T.  Van  Horn, 

Chainnan  of  Joint  Committee  on  Printing^ 

House  t{f  liepn'smtatives. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  make  the  following  statement  in  explanation  of  a  res- 
olution offered  in  the  House  a  few  dayn  since  (Fel).  24,  1882)  in 
reference  to  the  printing  by  Congress  of  certain  volumes  for  the 
Herviee  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  the  National  Museum. 

Since  the  Smithsonian  l)egan  its  labors  it  has  prepared  (juite  a  num- 
ber of  important  works  of  great  scientific  and  practical  value.  These 
consist  of  papers  and  reports  on  the  recent  progress  and  present  con- 
dition of  our  knowledge  upon  various  scientific  subjects,  such  as 
chemical  technology,  meteorology,  general  natural  history,  astronomy, 
geography,  American  antiquities,  etc.,  etc.,  and  constitute  a  series 
eagerly  sought  after  as  st^mdard  works  by  libraricvs  throughout  the 
United  States.  The  edition  printed  is  usually  1,500  copies,  which  are 
distributed — 

(1)  To  the  principal  libraries  of  the  United  States  which  rank  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  volumes  already  in  their  possession  and 
the  positions  they  hold  within  a  certain  district; 

(2)  To  colleges  and  academies;  and 

(3)  To  scientific,  technical,  and  industrial  societies  publishing  trans- 
actions and  furnishing  copies  of  these  in  return. 

A  few  special  presentations  are  also  made  gi*atuitously  to  persons 
engaged  in  certain  researches,  covered  by  the  original  investigations 
relative  to  the  subjects  involved.     Besides,  with  few  exceptions,  all 
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the  libraries  in  the  various  Congressional  districts  which  receive  the 
Government  publications  through  the  Interior  Department  are  on  our 
books. 

Our  exchange  of  publications  with  societies  covers  the  whole  civi- 
lized world,  and  by  this  method  the  most  valuable  collection  extant  of 
transactions  of  societies  and  journals  of  all  kinds  has  been  concen- 
trated in  Washington.  Its  magnitude  may  be  estimated  from  the  fact 
that  it  now  embraces  nearly  100,000  volumes,  in  the  pages  of  which 
are  presented  all  the  original  announcements  of  discovery  in  theoret- 
ical and  applied  science,  data  being  thus  furnished  for  magazine  arti- 
cles, reviews,  and  text-books.  While  a  library  possessing  these  original 
sources  of  infonnation  from  all  parts  of  the  world  is  admirably 
adapted  for  enabling  inventors  and  students  to  keep  pace  with  the 
progress  of  discovery  in  all  countries,  it  also  saves  them  an  expenditure 
of  time  in  unwillingly  prosecuting  investigations  already  elaborated 
and  published.  Comparatively  few  of  these  books,  received  as 
exclianges,  can  be  purchased,  the  vast  majority  of  these  being  obtain- 
able in  no  other  way  than  through  a  system  of  exchange,  such  as  that 
which  has  been  carried  on  by  the  Smithsonian  for  many  years. 

Thus  the  publishing  fund  is  converted  into  books  which  are  bar- 
tered for  other  books  of  a  similar  character,  the  result  being  a  collec- 
tion of  works,  to  buy  even  a  portion  of  which  would  require  a  sum 
nmch  larger  than  the  fund  used  in  publishing. 

The  special  plea  for  this  application  is: 

(1)  The  scicntitic  and  educational  value  of  the  Smithsonian  and 
National  Museum  publicrations; 

(2)  Their  gratuitous  distribution  to  the  public  libraries  which  have 
been  established  as  recipients  of  Government  publications; 

(3)  The  fact  that  the  whole  of  the  library  accumulated  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  in  the  manner  above  described  is  now  a  part 
of  the  Congressional  Library,  constituting  one  of  its  most  important 
factors;  and 

(4)  That  all  the  additional  receipts  of  books,  through  exchange  or 
otherwise,  are  sent  at  once  to  the  Library  of  Congress  and  are  imme- 
diately incorporated  therein. 

The  publications  of  the  Smithsonian  consist  of  an  annual  volume  of 
the  quarto  series,  entitled  "'Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowl- 
edge," of  which  twenty-three  have  appeared;  also  an  annual  volume 
of  ''Miscellaneous  Collections''  (octavo),  of  which  the  same  number 
have  been  issued,  and  the  ''Proceedings  of  the  National  Museum,"'  of 
which  four  volumes  are  ready,  together  with  the  "Bulletins  of  the 
National  Museum,"  whereof  one  only  has  thus  far  been  issued,  and 
several  pai'ts  which  appear  separately. 

1  have  the  honor  to  lx>,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 

Secretary. 
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July  6,  f882—Hou9e. 

Mr.  William  M.  Springer  reported  joint  resolution  (H.  144) 
offered  bv  Mr.  Herman  L.  Humphrey,  February  24,  1882. 

Mr.  Samuel  J.  Randall.  I  hope  the  gentleman  reporting  this  propo* 
eition  will  tell  uh  the  probable  cost  of  this  printing. 

Mr.  Sprin(}ER.  I  will;  I  have  the  figures  here. 

Mr.  Randall.  One  of  the  greatest  abuses  connected  with  the  Grov- 
ernment  is  this  unlimited  printing,  which  is  not  only  done  under  the 
action  of  Congress  itself,  but  which  permeates  (»very  department  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Springer.  I  have  here  an  estunate  of  the  cost  of  printing  these 
reports  for  sevenil  yeai*s  jmst. 

Mr.  Frank  Hiscock.  Is  this  matter  privileged  over  an  appropria- 
tion bill? 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  J.  Warren  KeifI':r).  The  Committee  on  Print- 
ing has  the  right  to  report  at  any  time  and  to  have  its  reports  consid- 
ered. 

Mr.  HiscouK.  I  caJl  up  the  sundry  civil  appropriation  l)ill. 

The  Speaker.  The  Chair  thinks  that  the  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Printing  is  in  order  now. 

Mr.  Hiscock.  Then  I  raise  the  question  of  consideration  upon  this 
report. 

Mr.  Springer.  This  matter  can  be  settled  sooner  than  the  ques- 
tion of  consideration  can  be  disjx)sed  of.  I  desire  to  state  to  the 
House 

Mr.  RANDALii.  The  question  of  consideration  is  not  debatable. 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Hiscock]  raises 
the  question  of  consideration  against  this  reix)rt.  Tlie  question  is, 
Will  the  Hoiuse  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
which  has  been  read? 

Mr.  Springer.  I  have  no  desire  to  press  this  matter  against  the 
wish  of  the  House;  I  withdraw  the  report. 

July  28,  1882— House. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Springer,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
back  with  a  favorable  recommendation  the  joint  resolution  (H.  144) 
authorizing  the  Public  Printer  to  print  repoiis  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  and  National  Museum. 

Mr.  William  S.  Holman.  J  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Springer]  whether  he  thinks  it  is  good  policy  to  make 
this  permanent  appropriation  for  the  publication  of  the  works  of  this 
Institution  without  any  further  action  of  Congress!?  And  does  he 
deem  it  proper  to  extend  the  same  principle  to  any  other  department 
of  the  Government? 

Mr.  SpRiN(iEK.  These  publications  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
have  become  so  well  understood  and  reduced  to  such  a  svstem  that  it 
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IS  deemed  advisable  to  regulate  their  printing  by  general  law  in  order 
that  there  may  be  uniformity  in  the  volumes  printed  and  in  the  man- 
ner of  their  distribution. 

I  have  here  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  which  1  erroneously  presented  to  the  House  on  ^the  20th 
of  June  last  in  connection  with  another  matter.  It  relates,  however, 
to  this  joint  resolution,  but  was  by  mistake  printed  heretofore  in  the 
Re(»ord  in  reference  to  another  subject.  If  the  gentleman  desires  it,  I 
will  have  it  read  now,  or  it  may  be  printed  in  the  Record. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  I  hope  it  will  }>e  read.  I  understood  that  the  gentle- 
man was  opposed  to  these  indiscriminate  publications. 

Mr.  Springer.  I  am,  when  thev  are  inconsideratelv  made,  but  when 
they  are  reduced  to  a  system  I  think  the  publications  should  be  made 
permanent. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  The  same  argument  would  apply  to  all  publications. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  J.  W.  Keifer).  The  communication  will  be  read. 

[See  House,  June  20,  1882.] 

Mr.  Frank  Hiscock.  How  did  this  joint  resolution  come  before  the 
House  ? 

The  Speaker.  It  was  reported  regularly  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

Mr.  Hiscock.  I  move  that  the  House  now  adjourn? 

Mr.  Springer.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  insist  on  that  motion 
now. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  Tucker.  I  hope  the  House  will  not  adjourn. 

Mr.  Holman.  1  call  for  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  George  W.  Steele.  I  desire  to  move  that  the  House  resolve 
it.self  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar. 

The  Speaker.  The  question  is  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  upon  a  division  there  were — ayes  63, 
noes  51. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  William  Aldrich  called  for  the  veas  and  navs. 

Mr.  Julius  C.  Burrows.  Oh,  no;  it  is  too  hot  for  that. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  there 
were  thirtv-five  in  the  affirmative. 

So  (the  affirmative  being  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  last  vote)  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  there  were — yeas  IMJ,  nays  66^  not  vot- 
ing 124,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Anderson,  Arnafield,  Atherton,  Atkins,  Bayne,  Bifll)ee,  Blackburn, 
Blount,  Brewer,  Brijj:^,  Browne.  Buck,  Buekner,  Julius  C.  Burrows,  Butterworth, 
Cannon,  Chaoe,  Samuel  S.  Cox,  William  R.  C\)x,  Cullen,  Curtin,  Dawee,  I>e  Motte. 
Dezendorf,  Dibrell,  Dugro,  Dunn,  Evins,  I'uruey,  Garrison,  N.  J.  Hammond,  Ilarmer. 
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Bcujamin  W.  Harritii,  Ilatrli,  Ilazleton,  Ifopbiini,  Al>niiii  S.  Hewitt,  Hiaoock, 
Holman,  Uorr,  Huiu>e,  Hu1)Im.41,  UutchiiiH,  Jadwiii.  Kctchaiii,  Knr>tt,  Leedom, 
Ija  Fevre,  Mackey,  Maiminp,  McMilliii,  Moore,  Morrison,  Miitcliler,  Xeal,  Parker, 
Paywni,  Peirce,  Pettibone,  Kamiall,  Kay,  Rotnl,  Jolin  H.  Kicc,  William  W.  Rice, 
Rich,  Kobeeon,  William  E.  liolniiM^n,  Kcwv,  Ryan,  S«'al('><,  Sroville,  Shultz,  Simonton, 
A.  Herr  fimith,  Diotrich  (-.  Smith,  J.  Hyatt  Smith,  Stoiksla^er,  Stone.  Straiti 
Tallx)tt,  fayli^r,  Thomas,  V.  B.  Tliomi)Hon,  K.  W.  Townsi'inl,  On-ar  Turner,  Wads- 
wortli,  Wait,  Ward,  Warner,  Wai*hbnrn,  Watson,  White,  Whitthonie,  Thomaa 
Williams,  Willis,  Willit**,  Wilnon,  CuM>r^,'e  D.  Wiw'.— 91). 

NAYS. — AMrich,  IV'lmont,  Rlanchanl,  Bliss,  I^>wman,  Bnehanan,  Ca>>cll,  Camp- 
l)ell,  Carpenter,  C'assidy,  ("lements,  C>>leriek,  Converse,  Cnipo,  Cnivens,  Cul))eraon, 
Dinjjley,  Ellis,  Krmentnmt,  Errett,  Sc»well  S.  Farwell,  Ford,  (ieor^'e,  Gnnter,  Har- 
denlxirgh,  Henr>'  S.Harris,  Hat«eltine,  Haskell,  Henderson,  (ieor^»  W.  Jones,  Jamea 
K.  Jones,  Klotz,  Ix^wis,  l^>rd,  Lyneh,  McChire,  McKenzie,  Mills,  ^lorey,  Muldrow, 
Nort*ro88,  Oatt^s,  Pin^lle,  Phelps,  Pound,  l*res<'ott,  KeiHran.  Tlieron  M.  Rice,  Ritchie, 
George  D.  Rolnnson,  James  S.  Robinson,  ShallenlK»nrer,  Sherwin,  Skinner,  Spauld- 
ing,  Springer,  Amos  To^^Tisi'nd,  Tucker,  J.  T.  rjKUvraff,  Tpson,  T'rner,  Vance,  Van' 
Horn,  Wellborn,  West,  Charles  G.  Williams.— <5<). 

REPORT  OF  SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION. 
March  15,  1882— Senate. 

Mr.  (lEORCfK  F.  Hoar  submittod  concurrent  rosolution  to  print 
15,5(50  copies  of  the  Keport  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1881 — 
2,500  for  the  Senate,  6,060  for  the  House,  7,0(X)  for  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

Referred  to  Cbramittet*  on  Printing. 
April  10,  1882— House. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  C\  Deering  introduced  resolution  to  print  24,120 
copiers— 5,000  for  Senate,  12,120  for  House,  and  7,000  for  .the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.     Referred  to  Committee  ou  Printing. 

Ma/  16,  1882-'Senate 
Committee  reported  Mr.    G.  F.  Hoars  resolution  of  March  16. 
Adopted. 

June  20,  1882— House. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Springer,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
Senat<^  resolution  of  May  16,  and  recommended  its  adoption  in  lieu  of 
the  House  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Nathaniel  C.  Deering,  April  10, 
1882. 

Agreed  to. 
January  24,  1883 — House. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  C.  Deering,  of  Iowa,  submitted  (*oncurrent  reso- 
lution to  print  15,560  copiers  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion for  1882;  2,500  for  the  Senate,  6,060  for  the  House,  7,000  for  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 
February  20,  1883— House. 

Reported  by  Mr.  R.  T.  Van  Horn.     Pass(»d. 

March  2,  1883— Senate. 

Passed. 
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ILLUSTRATION   OF  THE   REPORTS. 
(/i#/ie  6,  1882— 'Senate. 

Mr.  Henry  B.  Anthony  submitted  concurrent  resolution  that  the 
Public  Printer  be  authorized  to  contract  for  the  engraving  and  litho- 
graphing illustrating  the  reports  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
and  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  heretofore  ordered  to  be  printed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing,  without  pre- 
vious advertisement. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr  21,  1882— Senate, 

Mr.  Henry  B.  Anthony.  The  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whT)m 
was  referred  a  concurrent  resolution  authorizing  the  Public  Printer 
to  contract  for  illustrating  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  report  and 
the  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  without  previous  adver- 
tising, have  instructed  me  to  report  back  the  same  with  a  bill  [S.  2161] 
as  a  substitute  and  ask  for  its  present  consideration,  as  the  docu- 
ments are  about  to  be  printed. 

Be  it  enacted f  etc..  That  the  Public  Printer  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  con- 

'tract  for  the  engraving  and  lithographing  illustrating  the  reports  of  the  Coast  and 

Geodetic  Survey,  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and 

the  Entomological  Commission,  under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 

Printing  and  without  previous  advertisement. 

Mr.  John  Sherman.  1  do  not  think  this  bill,  which  involves  a 
departure  from  the  established  policy  of  the  Government  to  let  out 
all  contracts  to  the  lowest  bidder,  ought  to  pass  without  some  oppor- 
tunity for  consideration.     I  therefore  object  to  its  consideration. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  David  Davis).  The  hour  of  12 
has  arrived  and  the  morning  hour  is  closed.  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
objected  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  as  the  Chair  understood,  and  the  morning  hour  is  closed. 

ARMY   MEDICAL  LIBRARY   AND   MUSEUM. 
February  28, 1883— -House. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Shallenberger,  from  the  Conunittee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Grounds,  reported  (H.  1995)  a  bill  (H.  7681)  for  the  erection 
of  a  fireproof  building  in  the  city  of  Washington  to  contain  the 
records,  library,  and  museum  of  the  Army  Medical  Department.* 

Referred  to  Committee  of  Whole. 


^  In  the  Smithsonian  Park. 
H.  Doc.  732 59 
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SMITHSONIAN    BUILDING — ESTIMATKS. 

December  3,  1883 — House. 

Estiinattv  for  1885. 

For  heating,  gjiH  fitting,  plumbing,  and  furnishing  \\\o.  eastern  pi)r- 

tion  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  ^15,000. 

December  f,  1884 — House. 

Eetiinates  for  1886. 

For  finishing  and  completing  the  furnishing  of  the  (»astern  portion 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  1^6,600. 

For  urgent  and  necessary  repairs  to  the  centml  and  western  portions 
of  tlie  Smithsonian  Institution,  Jl6,200. 

February  9,  1885- -House. 

Smithsonian  Institution, 

Waahhigto))^  Fchrmiry  0^  1885, 

Sir:  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  some  explanations  in  regard  to  the 
two  items  in  the  estimates  of  appropriations  (connected  witli  the  build- 
ings of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  At  the  present  time  the  entire- 
edifice,  with  the  exception  of  the  eastetrn  end,  is  occupied  exclusively 
by  the  National  Museum,  this,  including  three  large  halls  and  some 
smaller  ones,  aggregating  about  33,000  square  feet  of  purely  exhibition 
spac^e,  with  the  addition  of  a  large  number  of  offices  and  workrooms, 
amounting  to  about  one-third  of  the  space  existing  in  the  National 
Museum  building.  The  law  of  Congress  of  1846  directs  the  Regents 
of  the  Institution,  in  proportion  as  suitable  arrangement^  can  be 
made  for  their  reception,  to  take  charge  of  all  objects  of  natural 
history,  geology,  art  and  industry,  etc.,  then  belonging  or  thereafter 
to  belong  to  the  United  Stat-es.  This  had  immediate  reference  to  the 
collections  then  in  the  Patent  Office  and  which  occupied  the  whole  of 
one  of  the  main  halls.  In  compliance  with  the  urgent  request  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents,  expressed  through  the  House  Committee  on 
Patents,  the  transfer  was  made  in  1857,  a  large  appropriation  being 
made  by  Congress  to  fit  up  the  rooms  with  cases  and  other  require- 
ments for  their  reception.  It  is  to  these  exhibition  rooms  that  the 
appropriation  of  $15,200  asked  for  has  reference. 

The  ceiling  of  one  of  the  halls,  200  by  50  feet,  has  become  loosened 
and  threatens  to  fall  and  crush  a  large  number  of  valuable  glazed  cases 
and,  of  course,  with  corresponding  injury  to  the  collections.  Some  of 
the  ciises  recjuire  remodeling,  so  as  more  satisfactorily  to  exhibit  the 
specimens  contained  in  them,  and  a  general  renovation  of  the  walls  and 
ceilings  is  also  required. 

The  floor  of  the  lower  hall,  which  is  200  by  50  feet,  also  requires 
renewal,  having  been  worn  out  after  a  lapses  of  nearly  forty  years. 
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The  office  and  other  rooms  used  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  its 
work  are  exclusively  contained  in  the  eastern  end  of  the  building 
which  has  been  recently  reconstructed  and  rendered  fireproof  by  Con- 
gressional appropriation.  A  large  part  of  this  is  occupied  entirely  by 
offices  of  the  Museum,  and  all  its  general  administrative  work  is  car- 
ried on  therein,  the  Secretary,  chief  clerk,  corresponding  clerk,  and 
disbursing  agents  having  general  direction  of  its  affairs  as  well  as 
those  of  the  Institution,  the  National  Museum  building  being  one  of 
preparation  of  specimens  and  their  display. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  large  portion  of  the  Smithsonian  building 
occupied  exclusively  by  the  National  Museum,  the  general  miscella- 
neous repairs  of  the  edifice  have  been  provided  for  from  the  Smithsonian 
fund;  but  the  Institution  is  unable  to  meet  the  heavier  expenditures 
from  its  fund  of  $42,000  per  annum. 

In  addition  to  the  duty  of  administration  of  the  National  Museum, 
the  Institution  also  has  the  direction  of  the  system  of  international 
exchanges  inaugurated  by  Congress  in  the  interest  of  the  Congressional 
Library,  and  maintained  by  annual  appropriation  and  including  the 
exchange  of  the  official  publications  of  the  United  States  for  those  of 
other  Governments  with  which  this  country  is  in  diplomatic  relation- 
ship. It  also  conducts  the  interchange  of  the  publications  of  all 
learned  and  technical  societies  of*  the  United  States,  and  of  the  rest  of 
the  world,  receiving  and  distributing  an  average  of  about  100,000 
pounds  of  books  every  year  each  way,  which  represents  a  large  part 
of  the  expenditures  of  its  income  entering  into  this  exchange.  The 
exchange  of  the  publications  of  the  Institution  (printed  entirely  at  the 
expense  of  its  fund,  as  above)  yields  about  5,000  volumes  annually  of 
the  most  valuable  and  important  original  matter;  all  of  which  (together 
with  the  exchanges  for  the  Government  publications)  is  promptiy 
transmitted  to  the  Library  of  Congress.  About  150,000  volumes  have 
thus  been  added  to  the  Congressional  Library,  and  represent  a  very 
material  proportion  of  the  literary,  scientific,  and  industrial  value  of 
that  establishment. 

More  than  one-fourth  of  the  rooms  in  the  eastern  end  of  the  Smith- 
sonian building  are  occupied  in  connection  with  the  service  of  prepa- 
ration and  distribution  of  this  system  of  Government  exchanges. 

The  appropriation  of  J5,600  asked  for  is  intended  to  meet  the  cost 
of  plastering  the  ceilings,  necessarily  left  unfinished;  the  completion 
of  the  heating  apparatus;  of  gas  fixtures,  of  coverings  to  stairways, 
and  other  necessary  requirements  for  the  public  service. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Spencer  F.  Baibd, 
Secretiiry  Smithsoniwn  Inal/ii/ution. 

Hon.  S.  J.  Randalx., 

Chairman  Committee  on  Appropriatio^in^  etc. 
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SMITHSONIAN  BUILDING — APPROPRIATIONS. 

July  7,  1884. 

Sundry  civil  art  for  1885, 

For  tinishing,  heating,  gas-fitting,  plumbing,  and  (*oniplctely  fumiah- 
ing  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  for  fiinish- 
ing  the  fourth  and  fifth  stories,  including  liabilities  already  incurred^ 
$15,000. 

(Stat.  XXni,  214). 

Match  3,  1885. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1886. 

For  finishing  and  completing  the  furnishing  of  the  eastern  poition 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  building,  $5,600. 
(Stat,  XXIII,  41)4.) 

ETHNOLOGY — ESTIMATES. 

m 

December  3,  1883 — House. 

EetimateH  for  1885. 

For  the  purpose  of  continuing  ethnological  researches  among  the 
American  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  including  salaries  and  compensation  of  all  necessary 
employees,  $60,000. 

December  h  1884 — Houee. 

EstiniateH  for  1886. 

For  the  purpose  of  continuing  ethnological  researches  among  the 
American  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
.    sonian  Institution,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessaiy 
employees,  $60,000. 

ETHNOLOGY — ^APPROPRIATIONS. 

July  7,  1884. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1885. 

For  the  purpose  of  continuing  ethnological  researches  among  the 
American  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
sonian  Institution,  including  salaries  and  compensation  of  all  necessaiy 
employees,  $40,000. 

(Stat,  XXIII,  214.) 

March  3,  1885. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1886. 

For  the  purpose  of  continuing  ethnological  researches  among  the 
American  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary 
emplovoes,  $40,000. 

(St4it.,  XXIU,  494.) 
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INTERNATIONAL   EXCHANGES — ESTIMATES. 

December  3,  1883 — House. 

Estimates  for  1885. 

For  expenses  of  the  international  exchanges  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  countries,  under  the  direction  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary  employ- 
ees, $10,000. 

December  1,  1884 — House. 

Estimates  for  1886. 

For  expenses  of  the  system  of  international  exchanges  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  countries,  under  the  direction  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary 
employees,  $10,000. 

INTERNATIONAL  EXCHANGES— APPROPRIATIONS. 

July  7,  1884. 

Legislative,  executivef  and  judicial  act  for  1885. 

Library  of  Congress:  For  expenses  of  exchanging  public  documents 
for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,000. 

(Stat.,  XXIII,  166.) 

Naval  Obser\'atory :  For  payment  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
freight  on  Observatory  publications  sent  to  foreign  countries,  $336. 

(Stat,  XXm,  184.) 

Patent  Office:  For  expenses  of  transporting  publications  of  patents 
4ssued  by  the  Patent  OflSce  to  foreign  governments,  $2,000. 

(Stat.,  XXIII,  188.) 

July  7,  1884. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1886. 

War  Department:  For  the  transportation  of  reports  and  maps  to 
foreign  countries  through- the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $300. 
(Stat,  XXm,  220.) 

July  7,  1884. 

Consalar  and  diplomatic  act  for  1886. 

For  the  expenses  of  an  international  exchange*  of  books,  docu- 
ments, and  productions  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  countries, 
in  accordance  with  the  Paris  convention  of  1877,  including  salaries 
and  compensation  to  all  necessary  employees,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $10,000. 

(Stat,  XXni,  236.) 

March  3,  1885. 

Sundry  civil  at^t  for  1886. 

For  expenses  of  the  system  of  international  exchanges  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  countries,  under  the  direction  of  the  Smith- 
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sonian  Institution,  including  yiilarios  or  <'oni{HMis:ition  of  all  nm^casary 
cmploveos,  *1(»,01M). 

(Stat,  XXIII,  494.) 

War  Dopaitnient:  For  the  transportation  of  reports  and  inaps  to 
foreign  countries,  through  the  Smithsonian  Institute',  5i^20(). 

(Stat,  XXIII,  507.) 

March  3,  1885. 

Legitflativo,  oxeoiitiv(»,  an<l  judicial  jict  for  ISWi. 

Li])rarv  of  Congress:  For  expenses  of  exchanging  public  documents 
for  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  ^1,000. 

(Stait,  XXIII,  394.) 

Naval  Observatory:  For  payment  to  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
freight  on  Oteervatory  publications  sent  to  foreign  countries,  (336. 

(Stat,  XXm,  416.) 

Patent  Office:  For  expenses  of  transporting  publications  of  patents 
issued  by  the  Patent  OflSce  to  foreign  governments,  ^2,000. 

(Stat,*^  XXIII,  419.) 

ARMY   MEDICAL    LIBRAKY   AND   MUSEUM. 

December  10,  1883— House. 

Mr.  Wn^LiAM  S.  Rosecrans  introdu(»(Hl  a  bill  (II.  4S): 

That  a  brick  aiid  luctal  fireproof  building,  to  Ik?  iwed  for  tlie  Hufe-keeping  of  tiie 
rtnronls,  library,  and  museum  of  the  Sui^on-Generars  Office  of  the  United  States 
Army,  is  hereby  authorized  to  be  constructed  iiiM)n  the  (Tovernnient  reservation  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  National  Museum  and  the  Smithson- 
ian Institution,  on  a  site  to  \ye  selected  by  a  commission  composed  of  the  Architect 
of  the  Capitol,  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  State,  War,  and  Navy  Department  building,  and  in  m^cordance  with 
plans  and  8i>ecification8  submitted  by  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army  and  approved 
by  said  commission,  the  cost  of  the  building,  when  completed,  not  to  exceed  the 
sum  of  $200,000;  the  building  to  be  erected  and  the  money  exix^n<letl  under  the 
direction  and  superintendence  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Stat«,  War,  and  Navy 
DeiMwtment  building. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

July  2,  1884— House. 

Mr.  S.  M.  Stockslager  reported  H.  i8  amended. 

February  16,  1885— House. 

Mr.  S.  M.  Stockslageb.  I  move  to  suspend  the  rules  and  pass  the 
bill  (H.  48)  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  building  to  ('ontain  the 
records  of  the  library  and  museum  of  the  Medical  Department,  United 
States  Army,  with  the  amendments  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

»  »♦»**♦ 

Mr.  O.  B.  Potter.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  confess  1  have  the  gravest 
doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  project.     I  think  it  will  end  in  a 
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national  library  of  medicine,  a  national  collection  of  medical  speci- 
mens, and  finally  a  national  college  of  medicine,  here  at  the  capital. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  are  to  do  this  we  may  just  as  well  enter 
upon  any  other  and  all  other  branches  of  science,  and  erect  buildings 
for  them,  and  establish  libi*aries,  and  gather  specimens  for  them  as 
national  matters. 

Now  we  have  the  finest  medical  colleges  in  our  States,  perhaps,  in  the 
world.  There  is  one  at  Philadelphia,  near  where  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  made  and  promulgated,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  be  glad  to  take  and  preserve  all  these  specimens  where  they  will 
be  open  to  the  inspection  of  medical  scientists  and  students  for  all  time 
to  come.  Our  own  library,  which  we  are  to  build  up  I  trust  at  no 
remote  day,  our  national  library,  would  be  made  all  the  richer  by  pro- 
viding proper  space  in  which  these  books  may  be  placed.  That  dispo- 
sition of  them  will  save  to  the  nation  not  only  this  $200,000,  but  will 
prevent  establishing  a  precedent  the  end  of  which  I  do  not  think  any 
man  can  foresee. 

It  will  do  more  than  that,  sir;  this  library  and  museimi  will  end  at 
last  in  a  staff  of  officers  to  take  care  of  it  and  at  the  national  expense, 
and  an  annual  appropriation  will  be  demanded  to  support  and  continue 
it  forever.  I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  the  whole  subject  of  edu- 
cation, except  as  to  the  local  education  of  the  people  of  this  District, 
belongs  to  and  will  be  best  guarded,  forwarded,  and  perfected  to  its 
great  end  })y  the  States  through  their  rivalry  and  competition  in  the 
pursuit  of  knowledge  and  science;  but  I  do  not  see  that  the  General 
Goverument'should  enter  upon  that  field.  I  do  not  believe  that  we  are 
to  gain  by  preserving  the  relics  and  bones  or  wounds  caused  by  the 
war  at  any  one  place  in  our  capital.     I  wish  they  were  all  buried  and 

covered  all  over  with  green  grass  and  hidden  from  sight  forever. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Mr.  P.  B.  Thompson,  Jr.  The  only  reason  I  have  for  opposing  this 
bill  grows  out  of  the  fact  that  I  see  no  necessity  for  it  and  that  I  have 
heard  no  sufficient  reason  assigned  for  it  by  any  of  the  gentlemen  who 
advocate  this  measure. 

The  only  reason  given  us  for  putting  up  this  building  is  that  there 
are  belonging  to  the  Surgeon -General's  Department  62,000  volumes  of 
important  records,  hospital  records,  etc.  Now,  these  records,  if  they 
belong  to  the  Surgeon-General's  Office,  do  not  properly  belong  to  any 
library,  but  constitute  part  of  the  records  of  the  War  Department, 
of  which  the  Surgeon -General's  Office  is  merely  one  branch.  And  we 
are  not  told,  nor  has  any  gentleman  undertaken  to  say,  that  the  new 
War,  State,  and  Navy  Department  building  when  completed  will  not 
furnish  ample  resources  for  the  accommodation  of  the  records  we 
have. 

Mr.  Stocksi^ger.  With  the  gentleman's  permission  I  will  state 
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Mr.  TnoMi*HON.  I  hiivo  hut  thn»o  niiiuitos  and  liavo  not  time  to 
yield. 

Furthermore,  we  have  now  in  process  of  eonstruction  in  this  city 
what  is  known  as  the  new  Pension  Imildin^,  which  covers  acres  of 
ground,  and  we  are  not  told  why  these  records,  whicli  relate  indirectly 
to  the  Pension  Office,  can  not  }>e  well  taken  care  of  in  that  enormous 
building  which  wtj  are  now  constructing. 

As  far  as  the  Medical  Museum  is  concerned,  I  think  we  have  ample 
means  of  accommodating  everything  which  relates  to  that  museum  in 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

We  have  further  pending  before  this  House  a  bill  which  has  passed 
the  Senate  to  construct  a  librarv  buildinof  which  will  hold  all  the  books 
the  Government  has.  It  seems  to  me  one  building  is  (»nough.  We 
should  deal  with  this  matter  not  in  detail  for  each  sepamte  depart- 
ment of  the  (government,  but  we  should  deal  with  it  as' a  single  ques- 
tion and  constru(*t  one  building  sufficient  to  hold  all  the  libi'aries  and 
museums  we  need.  Therefore  I  am  opposed  to  the  expenditure  of 
this  sum  of  monev,  because  I  believe  it  absolutelv  unnecessarv. 

The  Speakeu  pro  tempore  (Mr.  R.  Q.  Mills).  The  time  allowed  in 
opposition  to  the  bill  has  expired. 

Mr.  Stockslager.  I  yield  two  minutes  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Lyman]. 

Mr.  Theoik)re  Lyman.  Medicine  and  surgery  have  done  something 
to  cure  disease  and  to  lengthen  human  life.  They  have  done  more  to 
lessen  suffering.  They  have  done  most  of  all  to  prevent  disease. 
Most  of  the  progress  in  these  arts  has  been  made  during  the  last  half 
century,  and  the  next  fifty  years  promises  a  great  advance.  All  over 
the  civilized  world  there  are  great  astablishm(»nts  where  men  of  talent 
devote  their  lives  to  the  study  of  disease.  Th(»se  men  have  grappled 
with  the  general  plagues  that  decimate  our  i*a(»e — c^onsumption,  small- 
pox, diphtheria,  cholera,  and  the  typhoid,  scarlet,  and  yellow  fevers. 
They  seek  to  know  their  intimate  nature  and  to  provide  prevention 
and  cure.  There  is  no  subject  more  baffling,  and  yet  it  is  yielding  to 
study.  Already  they  have  rendered  it  highly  probaMe  that  these 
plagues  are  caused  by  the  fertilization  of  miscroscopic  germs  within 
the  body;  so  that  these  diseases  are  a  death  struggle  between  man  and 
a  parasitic  fungus.  But  already  we  discern  a  hope  that  these  germs 
ma}"  be  used  for  inoculation,  and  may  protect  us  from  such  diseases, 
just  as  vaccination  protects  against  smallpox. 

These  profound  studies,  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  our  people, 
are  carried  on  under  the  fostering  care  of  our  National  Medical 
Museum,  whose  library,  now  the  first  in  the  world,  and  whose  not  less 
admirable  collection  of  military  pathology  are  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  all  investigators.     If  our  Fish  Commission,  Signal  Service,  and  our 
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national  surveys  aro  worth  preserving,  then  ha8  the  Medical  Museum 
a  double  <;laini  on  our  fostering  care. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Mr.  J.  F.  FoLLETT.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  most  magnificent  medical 
museum  and  library  in  the  world  belongs  to  the  Medical  Department 
of  our  Army,  and  is  to-day  exposed  in  a  building  where  no  private 
individual  owning  such  a  library  would  permit  it  to  remain  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  It  has  ac(»umulated  through  the  efforts  of  the  medical 
fraternit}^  of  the  United  States  and  has  cost  the  Government  com- 
paratively nothing. 

In  the  maseum  department  there  are  illustrations  of  the  effects  of 
gunshot  wounds  and  injuries  received  in  battle,  such  as  medical 
students  and  the  medi(;al  profession  can  have  access  to  in  no  other  waj^. 
That  museum  and  library  should  be  kept  by  itself,  and  should  be  kept 
in  a  building  where  it  would  not  be  exposed  to  danger  by  reason  of 
its  surroundings.  To  the  medical  fraternity  of  the  United  States  it 
has  been  for  years,  and  is  now,  an  object  of  special  solicitude  that  this 
property  should  be  put  in  such  a  position  as  not  to  be  constantly 
exposed  to  the  danger  of  being  lost  or  destroyed.  The  building  in 
which  it  is  now  located  has  already  begun  to  tumble  to  the  ground. 
The  rear  wall  is  more  than  12  inches  out  of  plumb,  and,  as  I  said 
before,  no  private  individual  would  think  of  leaving  such  property  in 
such  a  building  for  any  length  of  time. 

♦  »♦»♦♦♦ 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stockslager  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  and  pass  the  bill  as  amended,  it  was  agreed  to;  there 
being — ayes  181,  noes  28  (two-thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative). 

February  25,  f885 — Senate. 

Mr.  J.  S.  MoKRiLL.  I  am  directed  b}'  the  (^onnnittee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds  to  report  favorably  the  bill  (H.  48)  provid- 
ing for  the  erection  of  a  building  to  contain  the  records  of  the  library 
and  musuem  of  the  Medical  Department,  United  States  Army. 

I  desire  to  say  that  if  the  committee  had  deemed  it  necessary  to 
ame//d  the  bill  they  would  have  amended  it  by  specifically  providing 
for  the  location  of  the  site,  which,  as  they  believe,  should  be  at  the 
corner  of  B  street  and  Seventh  street  SW.,  for  the  reason  that  the 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  have  a  title  to  the  land  round 
about  the  Smithsonian  to  the  extent  of  30  acres;  and  unquestionably 
within  a  very  short  time,  probably  less  than  half  a  dozen  years,  the 
museum  there  now  will  have  to  be  doubled  in  order  to  contain  even 
the  amount  of  articles  that  are  ready  to  go  into  it  at  the  present  time. 
I  have  conferred  with  two  members  of  the  commission,  and  1  find 
that  thev  would  l)e  both  in  favor  of  the  location  on  the  site  mentioned 
by  me — that  is,  on  the  corner  of  B  and  Seventh  streets,  SW.    There- 
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foH'  w<».  do  not  inako  aiiv  aiiu^iuliiUMil.  As  tlu»  bill  is  vorv  short,  I 
will  ask  to  havo.  it  n^ad,  for  the  purj)os<»,  of  askiiij,^  its  jjnvscnt  consid- 
eration. 

The  President  pro  t<*niporo  (Mr.G.F.  Edminds).  Tho  Stniator  from 
Vonnont  iLskn  unanimous  <*()nsont  that  tho  l)ill  ro])ortrd  I »y  him  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  (irounds  be  now  considered. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Ingaltx  Ts  the  morninjf  Inisiness  through  ( 

The  President  pro  tempore.  It  is  not. 

Mr.  Incjalls.  I  ask  for  the  regular  order. 

The  President  pro  tempon*.  The  regular  order  is  called  for.     The 
bill  will  be  pWed  on  the  calendar. 
February  26,  1885— -Senate. 

Passed. 

March  2,  1885. 

lie  it  enadedy  t'tr.^  That  a  brirk  ami  motal  fin»i»nM>f  Imihliiij;,  tn  1h»  ust^l  Utr  the 
Hafi^kiHiping  of  the  n.Hr«)nlH,  library,  and  iniiHiniin  of  the  SiiTvi'oii-iu'iionil'H  Oilioe  of 
the  riiiknl  Staten  Army,  in  hen^by  authoriztMi  to  InM-onstructi'*!  upon  th«  (Jovern- 
meiit  reservation  in  the  eity  of  Wai^hington,  in  th(^  vicinity  of  tht»  National  ^fiiseum 
an<l  the  Sniithetonian  Inntitntion,  on  a  nite  to  1k'  K»leete<l  by  a  coniniission  com- 
IKwc<l  «»f  till*  Si^cretary  of  War,  the  Arc'hiteet  of  the  Capitol,  and  thr  S<HTetary  of  the 
SmitliHonian  Inf^titution,  and  in  accordance  with  ])lanH  ami  HiKvitn 'at ions  submitted 
by  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Anny  and  aj>pn)ve<l  by  said  commission,  the  cost  of 
the  building,  when  comi)lettMl,  not  to  cxctHNl  the  sum  of  $2lX),000;  the  building  to  be 
ere<.rte<l  and  the  money  exiHitidtHl  under  the  dirt^ction  and  suiHTintendeniH'  of  the 
Swn'tarv  «)f  War. 

Skc.  2.  That  the  sum  of  $2(K),000  is  hereby  appropriate  1,  out  of  any  mon(»ys  in  the 
Trea*iurj'  not  otherwise  appropriattnl,  for  the  commeiuvment  and  completion  of  said 
tmilding. 

(Stat.,  XXm,  381>.) 

Ari»<)IKTMENT   OF   KKOENTS 

lit/  tJw  Spe4ih'r. 
January  7,  1884 — House. 

The  Speaker  fMr.  John  G.  Carlisle)  announced  the  appointment 
of  the  following  mcml)ei's  of  the  House  as  Reg(Mit^  of  the  Smithsonian. 
Institution,  to  date  from  the  fourth  W(»dnesday  of  DcMMMubi^r,  1883: 
Otho  R.  Singleton,  of  Mississippi,  William  L.  Wilson,  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, William  Walter  Phelps,  of  New  Jersey. 

Ari»OINTMENT   OF   REGENTS 

liy  Joint  RrMiluthm, 
February  8,  1884— Senate. 

Mr.  N.  P.  Hill  introduced  a  joint  resolution  (S.  58). 
Referred  to  Conmiittee  on  the  Library. 

February  14,  1884— Senate. 

Mr.  John  Sherman.  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
to  whom  was  n^ferred  the  joint  resolution  (S.  o.S)  tillint^  an  existing 
vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to 


FORTY-EIGHTH   CONGRESS,  1883-1885.  939 

report  it  without  amendment.     As  that  Board  is  about  to  meet,  and  it 
is  proper  the  matter  should  be  disposed  of,  I  will  ask  for  the  present 
consideration  of  the  resolution.     It  will  take  but  a  moment. 
Passed. 

February  25,  1884^House, 

Passed. 

March  3,  1884. 

lieHolved^  etc.^  That  the  existing  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  of  the  class  "other  than  members  of 
Congress,"  shall  be  filled  by  the  reappointment  of  Noah  Porter,  of 
Connecticut,  whose  term  of  service  has  expired. 

(Stat.,  XXm,  269.) 

April  24,  1884Senate. 

Mr.  J.  S.  MoiiRFLL.  introduced  a  joint  resolution  (S.  81). 
Passed. 

May  9,  1884^Hou8e. 

Mr.  Otho  R.  Singleton.  I  hold  in  mv  hand  a  letter  from  Professor 
Baird,  asking  that  a  Senate  bill  and  a  joint  resolution  \ye  passed  in  refer- 
ence to  a  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  providing  for  appoint- 
ment of  an  acting  secretary.  They  are  matters  of  course,  and  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  take  them  up  and  pass  them. 

Joint  resolution  (S.  81)  to  fill  vacancy  in  Board  of  Regents  by 
appointment  of  James  C.  Welling,  passed. 

May  13,  1884. 

Resolved.,  ctc,^  That  the  existing  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  of  the  class  "other  than  members  of 
Congress,"  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Peter  Parker,  be  filled  by 
the  appointment  of  James  C.  Welling,  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

(Stat.,  XXill,  272.) 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MEDICINE. 
January  11,  1884 — Senate. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  Call  introduced  a  bill  (S.  1044). 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor. 

May  9,  1884Senate. 
Mr.  W.  Call  asked  for  consideration  of  bill  (S.  1044): 

Be  it  eimcUdy  etc.^  That  the  sum  of  $1,000,000  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priateil,  to  be  paid  as  hereinafter  provided,  as  a  perpetual  endowment  for  a  uni- 
versity of  original  research  and  of  miniicine  as  a  part  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
at  the  capital  of  the  United  States,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Skc.  2.  That  the  smn  of  $100,000  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  and 
the  same  shall  be  paid  or  expende<l  at  such  times  and  in  such  amount  as  shall  be 
directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings, 
as  the  same  may  be  necessary,  for  the  use  of  the  said  university  of  original  research 
and  of  medi(^ine  as  a  part  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  to  purchase  ground  for 
the  same. 
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Sbc*.  3.  Tliat  theintercHt  on  tho  mid  Hiiin  of  ;F1,<)(H),(XM)  hIiuH  U  annually  paid  for 
salaries  of  the  professora  and  for  the  cx|H>nM.tfl  of  such  university,  including  the 
expense  of  experiments  in  all  inetho<lH(>f  treating  dint^aM',  in  tenting  and  prov'ing  the 
efi^ects  of  remedial  agents  of  every  kind,  and  for  such  hoH]:)itals  as  may  1>e  neceesary 
for  the  purposes  of  such  institution;  the  said  expensen  to  l>e  detennined  from  time 
to  time  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  tnistees  of  such  university. 

Sec..  4.  That  the  professors'  chairs  in  said  miiversity  shall  1h>  open  to  all  schools  of 
medicine  and  all  metho<ls  of  treatment  and  mire  of  disease. 

Sbc.  5.  That  the  allo^mthic,  homeopathic,  and  ecleirtic  s<^h<H>lsof  me<licine  shall  all 
be  repre8ente<l  in  the  professors*  chairs  of  said  university,  and  frtn*  and  inipMirtial 
opportunity  afforded  for  the  s(*ientific  and  practical  pr<x)f  of  the  value  of  euch  of  such 
schools  of  medicine,  and  of  their  methods  and  proi^esses,  an<l  for  the  pnM)f  of  any 
and  all  new  discoveries  of  remedial  agents  and  meth<Mls  of  treatment,  the  end  and 
purpose  of  the  establishment  of  th&  miiversity  l)eing  to  stimulate  researches  into  all 
methods  for  the  cure  of  disease,  and  U)  furnish  scientitic  aii<l  pra('ti<'al  eviden(*e  of 
the  effects  of  all  remedial  agents,  and  to  apply  the  severest  processes  of  reason  and 
experiment  to  all  allege<l  discoveries  and  reuuHlial  agencies  for  the  cure  of  disease 
and  the  relief  of  mankind  from  suffering  and  for  the  improvement  of  the  public 
health. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  board  of  trustees  shall  deiade  what  professorship  shall  l>e  estab- 
lished; and  whenever  any  system  or  method  of  cure  of  disease  shall  obtain  any  con- 
siderable hold  on  the  public  mind  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  of  trustees 
to  allow  the  professors  of  such  system  to  appear  at  this  uiuversity  and  submit  the  same 
to  scientific  examination  and  practical  experiment  and  proof;  and  the  expense  of  the 
same  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  interest  of  the  sum  hereinbefore  appropriaterl  for  the 
annual  expenses  of  the  university. 

Sec.  7.  That  suitable  hospitals  for  tha  treatment  of  diseases  according  to  the 
methods  of  all  systems,  and  for  experiment  with  all  remedial  agents,  shall  l>c  estab- 
lishe<l  and  a  (areful  and  accurate  record  kept  of  all  medicines  administereil,  and  the 
effect  of  the  same,  and  an  accurate  and  correct  and  minute  statement  made  of  the 
condition  of  the  subject  of  the  treatment,  and  of  his  disease  and  symptoms,  and  if 
the  treatment  or  exi)eriment  is  upon  a  person  in  good  health,  of  his  condition  in  this 
respect,  to  the  end  that  facts  may  l)e  gathered  in  such  numbers  as  to  afford  a  sound 
basis  for  reasonable  conclusions  in  reference  to  all  systems  and  remedial  agencies, 
both  those  now  known  and  such  as  mav  hereafter  l)e  discovered. 

(No  action.) 

ETHNOLOGY — ^REPO  RTS. 
January  24,  1884^SenatB. 

Mr.  John  A.  Logan  introduced  a  joint  resolution  (S.  47)  for  print- 
ing the  fourth  and  fifth  annual  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 
January  29,  f 884— House. 

Mr.  O.  R.  Singleton  introduced  joint  resolution  (H.  137)  for  print- 
ing the  fourth  and  fifth  annual  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

March  21,  1884^Hou8e. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Rogers,  from  Committee  on  Printing  reported: 

The  committee  find  upon  investigation  that  the  number  provided  in  said  resolu- 
tion is  the  number  printed  annually  since  the  organization  of  the  Bureau.  These 
annual  reports  embrace  the  aggr^ate  results  in  a  popular  form  of  the  progress  and 
researches  of  the  Bureau,  and  are  designated  for  general  distribution  to  schools, 
libraries,  and  collaborators  of  the  Bureau. 
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The  cost  of  illustrations  for  these  reports  has  been  materially  reduced  by  the 
method  of  photolithographing.  The  estimated  cost  of  printing  the  15,000  addi- 
tional copies  is  $24,138.60. 

Referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

April  19,  1884^House. 

H.  137  passed. 
June  20,  1884— Senate. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hawley.  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  on  Printing  to 
report  the  joint  resolution  (S.  47),  for  printing  the  annual  reports 
of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology  adversely,  and  move  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement, to  be  followed  by  concurrence  in  a  House  joint  resolution 
on  the  same  subject. 

The  Presiding  Officer  (Mr.  George  F.  Edmunds).  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  joint  resolution. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hawley.  I  report  from  the  same  committee  the  joint  resolu- 
tion (H.  137)  for  printing  the  annual  reports  of  the  Bureau  of 
Ethnology,  favorably,  with  amendments. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  considered  the  joint 
resolution. 

The  first  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  was  in  line  4,  after 
the  word  ''the,"  where  it  first  occurs,  to  insert  "fourth  and  fifth,"  so 
as  to  read: 

That  there  be  printed  at  the  Crovemment  Printing  Office  16,000  copies  of  each  of  the 
fourth  and  fifth  annual  reporta  of  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  with 
accompanying  papers  and  illustrations. 

Mr.  Hawley.  The  resolution  as  it  came  from  the  House  made  a 
permanent  order  for  the  printing  of  these  reports.  That  is  not  the 
present  policy  of  Congress.  It  is  to  order  printing  as  it  comes  from 
year  to  year.  We  confine  the  resolution  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  vol- 
umes, which  are  on  hand.     That  is  the  meaning  of  the  amendment. 

Agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  the  word  "illustration,"  in  line  6, 
to  strike  out  "  beginning  with  the  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1883." 

Mr.  Hawley.  That  is  in  pursuance  of  the  purpose  I  have  just  indi- 
cated, to  make  it  an  appropriation  for  the  current  work,  and  not  a 
permanent  appropriation. 

Agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was,  in  line  9,  before  the  word  "thousand," 
to  strike  out  "two"  and  insert  "three;"  after  the  word  "thousand," 
to  insert  "of  each;"  and  in  the  same  line,  after  the  word  "  Senate,"  to 
strike  out  "eight"  and  insert  "seven,"  so  as  to  read: 

And  unifonn  with  the  preceding  volumes  of  the  series,  of  which  3,000  of  each 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  7,000  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  5,000  for  distribution  by  the  Bureau  of  Ethnolojjy. 


942  CONOEESSIONAL   PROCEEDINOB. 

Mr.  F.  M.  CoTKUELL.  I  would  suggest  thtit  8,(M)i)  ought  to  >>c  3,500 
for  the  Senate,  to  keep  up  what  has  been  considered  the  proper  respec- 
tive iuunl)ers  to  be  allotted  to  the  Senate*  and  the  House.  The  Senate 
should  have  one-half  as  many  as  the  House.  iLike  it  3,500  for  the 
iLse  of  the  Senate  and  7,000  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HawXiEY.  The  committee  changed  it  to  very  nearly  one- 
half  eiu'h. 

Mr.  CocKRELL.  Let  us  have  it  exactlv  one-half.  I  move  to  amend 
the  amendment  l)y  making  the  numbi^r  3.500,  instiMid  of  3,(KX),  for 
the  Senate. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  Senator  from  Missouri  moves  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  Committet*  on  Printing  by  striking  out 
''  3,000  "  and  inserting  '^ 3,500." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  SiMiatc^  as  amended,  the 
amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the  resolution  passed. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  Chair  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senator  from  G^nnecticut  to  the  fact  that  the  toUil  number  of  copies 
provided  for  in  the  joint  resolution  is  15,0<)0,  while  the  distribution 
provided  culls  for  15,500. 

Mr.  TIawley.  That  is  a  mere  correction  of  figures.  Let  the  correc- 
tion be  made  to  corresixjnd  with  the  subsequent  amendmcMits. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  correction  will  be  niad(i  in  line  4  after 
the  word  ''thousand"  by  inserting  "five  hundred,"  so  as  to  read: 

That  there  fihall  ha  printtMl  at  the  Gtjvorniueiit  l*rinting  Office  15,5(.K). 
June  24,  1884^Hou8e. 

Passed  as  amended. 
June  26,  1884. 

Resolved'^  etc.^  That  there  be  printed  at  the  Government  Printing 
Oflice  15,500  copies  of  each  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  annual  reports  of 
the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  with  accompanying  papers 
and  iUustrations,  and  unifonn  with  the  preceding  volumes  of  the 
series;  of  which  3,500  of  each  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  7,000 
for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  5,000  for  distribution 
by  the  Bureau  of  Ethnolog>\ 

(Stat.,  XXm,  275.) 

February  18,  1885 — Senate. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  Caijl  introduced  a  joint  resolution  (S.  127)  to  author- 
ize the  printing  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  annual  reports  of  the  Bureau 
of  Ethnology.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 
February  19,  1885-— House. 

Mr.  William  M.  Spbingeb  introduced  joint  resolution  (II.  339): 

That  then^  Ikj  printtKl  at  tlic»  Govominont  Printing  Office  15,500  copies  each  of  the 
Sixth  and  Seventh  Annual  Rt*ports  i)i  i\w.  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  with 
accompanying?  pai>erH  and  ilhiBtmtionH,  and  imiforni  with  the  proceiling  volumes  of 
the  series;  of  which  3,500  shall  l)e  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  7,000  for  the  use  of  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives,  and  5,000  for  distribution  by  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 
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Referred  to  Committee  on  Pi'iiitiiig. 

February  26,  1885— Senate. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Manderson.  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  (S.  127)  to  authorize  the 
printing  of  the  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  to  report  it  with- 
out amendment,  and  I  ask  for  its  present  consideration. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  considered  joint  re^ijolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  F.  M.  CocKRELL.  I  wish  to  ask  a  question  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter. T  should  like  to  ask  the  Senator  from  Nebraska,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  why  it  is  that  the  previous  volumes  of  this 
work  have  not  been  furnished  us  for  distribution  ?  They  were  ordered 
to  be  printed,  it  seems  to  me,  a  year  or  two  ago.  I  have  constant  appli- 
cations for  them  and  they  are  not  in  the  document  room.  Is  there  any 
reason  known  why  they  should  not  have  been  furnished  long  ago? 

Mr.  Manderson.  There  is  none  known  to  me.  The  consideration 
of  that  matter  did  not  come  before  the  committee  in  connection  with 
this  joint  resolution.  It  may  be  that  the  volumes  are  not  yet  issued 
from  the  Printing  Office.  1  shall  l>e  ver\"  glad  to  make  incjuiry  for  the 
Senator. 

Passed. 

February  26,  ISSS—House. 

Mr.  William  F.  KooEits,  from  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
joint  resolution  (H.  339).     Passed. 

February  26,  1885-^enate, 

H.  339,  passed. 

February  27,  1885-^nate. 

House  requested  to  return  resolution  (S.  127)  to  print  sixth  and  sev- 
enth repoi*ts  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 

February  28,  1885— Senate. 

Reconsidered  resolution  (S.  127)  and  referred  to  O^mmittec  on 
Printing. 

March  2,  1885. 

Resolved^  etc,^  That  there  be  printed  at  the  Government  Printing 
Office  15,500  copies  each  of  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  Annual  Reports 
of  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  with  accompanying 
papers  and  illustrations,  and  uniform  with  tho  preceding  volumes  of 
the  series;  of  which  3,500  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  SiMiate,  7,000  for 
the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  5,000  for  distribution  by 
the  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 

(Stat.,  XXIII,  519.) 

March  3,  1885— Senate. 

S.  127  postponed  indetinit^Uy. 
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NATIONAL  MUSEUM — SUNDAY   OPENING. 
March  24,  1884^Hou89. 

Mr.  William  S.  Kosecrans  presented  a  petition  of  residents  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  tliat  the  National  Museum  be  opened  on  Sundays 
the  same  hours  as  on  week  days.  Referred  to  Committee  on  District 
of  Columbia. 

NATIONAL  MUSEUM — TRANSPORTATION. 

July  5,  1884. 

Army  act  for  1885. 

I^mrided  aho^  That  hereafter  the  Quarter  master-Go  neral  and  his 
officers,  under  his  instructions,  wherever  stationed,  shall  receive,  trans- 
port, and  be  responsible  for  all  property  turned  over  to  them,  or  any 
one  of  them,  by  the  officers  or  agents  of  any  Government  survey,  for  the 
National  Museum,  or  for  the  civil  or  naval  depailments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  Washington  or  elsewhere,  under  the  regulations  governing 
the  transportation  of  Army  supplies,  the  amount  piid  for  such  ti*ans- 
portation  to  be  refunded  or  paid  by  the  Bureau  to  which  such  propi^rty 
or  stores  pi^rtain. 

(Stat.,  XXni,  111.) 

NATIONAL   MUSEUM — REl»OKT. 

July  7,  1884, 

Sundry  rivil  2m.'X  for  1885. 

The  Dii'ector  of*  the  National  Museum  is  hereby  directed  to  report 
annually  to  Congress  the  progress  of  the  Museum  during  the  year  and 
its  present  condition. 

(Stat,  XXm,  214.) 

NATIONAL  MUSEUM — ESTIMATES. 

December  3,  1883 — House. 

Estimatetji  for  1885. 

For  construction,  in  a  fireproof  manner,  of  an  additional  nmseum 
building,  to  receive  the  collections  and  laboratories  in  chemistry,  geol- 
ogy, mineralogy,  metallurgy,  taxidermy,  etc. ;  and  for  the  officer  ftnd 
laboratories  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  to  be  erected  under 
the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  grounds  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  $200,000. 

For  the  erection  of  a  fireproof  brick  storage  building  east  of  the 
National  Museum  for  receiving,  unpacking,  assorting,  and  storing  the 
natural-histc^r}'  collections  of  the  Government;  to  replace  the  wooden 
structures  now  used  for  the  purpose,  $10,000. 
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For  covering  coal  vaults  and  sidewalk  on  south  and  east  fronts  of 
National  Museum  building,  $1,000. 

For  the  preservation,  exhibition,  and  increase  of  the  collections 
received  from  the  surveying  and  exploring  expeditions  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  other  sources,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  nec- 
essary employees,  $96,000. 

For  transfer  and  arrangement  of  the  collections  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Mining  Engineers,  presented  to  the  Government,  $10,000. 

For  the  preparation  and  installation  of  duplicate  specimens  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  for  deposit  with  such  State  or  national  expo- 
sitions as  may  be  authorized  by  Congress  to  receive  them,  $5,000. 

For  care  of  the  Armory  buildings  and  grounds,  and  expense  of 
watching,  preservation,  and  storage  of  the  duplicate  collections  of  the 
Government,  and  the  property  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission 
contained  therein,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary 
employees,  $3,500. 

For  cases,  furniture,  and  fixtures  required  for  the  exhibition  of  the 
collections  of  the  United  States  National  Museum,  and  for  salaries  or 
compensation  of  all  necessary  employees,  $60,000. 

For  expense  of  heating,  lighting,  and  telephonic  and  electrical  serv- 
ice, $6,000. 

For  printing  and  binding  (through  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior), 
$10,000. 

For  postage  (through  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior),  $3,000. 

December  1,  1884 — House. 

Estimates  for  1886. 

For  "the  erection  of  a  fireproof  building  for  storing  the  alcoholic 
collections  of  the  National  Museum,  $15,000. 

Note. — The  safety  of  the  interior  of  the  National  Moseom  and  the  Smithsonian 
building  is  endangered  by  the  lai^  nmnber  of  alcoholic  specimens  kept  therein, 
and  it  is  considered  by  public  museums,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  very  important 
to  have  a  separate  building  for  their  reception  and  preservation.  There  are  at 
present  no  suitable  accommodations  for  these  collections. 

For  expense  of  heating,  lighting,  and  telephonic  and  electrical  service 
for  the  National  Museum,  $10,000. 

For  the  preservation,  exhibition,  and  increase  of  the  collections 
received  from  the  surveying  and  exploring  expeditions  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  from  other  sources,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of 
all  necessary  employees,  $110,000. 

Note. — Much  complaint  has  been  made  by  employees  of  the  Museum  and  their 
friends  that  the  salaries  paid  are  so  much  below  the  Government  standard,  and  the 
increase  of  the  present  estimate  over  that  for  the  fiscal  year  1885  is  intended  to  make 
up  the  difference.  The  average  of  payment  at  the  present  time  is  $60  per  month  for 
each  individual,  while  that  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  representing  about 
the  same  average  of  employees,  is  |81  per  month  for  each  person  employed.  More 
than  sixty  persons  in  the  Museum  are  greatly  underpaid. 

H.  Doc.  732 60 
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►r  care  of  the  Armory  building  and  its  grounds,  and  for  the 
nse  of  watching,  preservation,  and  storage  of  property  of  the 
3nal  Museum  and  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  oon- 
A  therein,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary 
oyees,  $2,500. 

►r  cases,  furniture,  and  fixtures  required  for  the  exhibition  of  the 
ctions  of  the  United  States  National  Museum,  and  for  salaries  or 
sensation  of  all  necessary  employees,  $50,000. 

tber  21  1884. 

December  21,  188^. 

r:  I  beg  to  inclose  herewith  an  item  to  refund  to  Messrs.  Semen 

le  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  $3,562.56  for  duties  on  sundry  lots  of 

)  glass  furnished  by  them  for  cases  for  the  United  States  National 

Bum  from  their  stock,  and  to  respectfully  request  that  the  same 

icorporated  in  the  general  deficiency  estimates  shortly  to  be  sub- 

3d  to  Congress  by  the  Treasury  Department. 

explanation  of  this  item  I  would  state  that  from  time  to  time,  for 

ral  years  past,  the  Treasury  Department,  at  our  request,  has 

ted  free  permits  for  incoming  glass  to  offset  that  furnished  from 

c  to  the  National  Museum,  and  for  the  New  Orleans,  Cincinnati, 

Louisville  expositions,  by  the  firms   in  question,  but  that  in 

\  (?)  last  an  order  was  issued  by  the  Treasury  Department,  declin- 

o  grant  further  permits  unless  the  glass  came  directly  from  the 

)m-hpuses  to  this  city.     The  amount  of  duties  now  asked  to  be 

nded  we  have  found  to  be  correct,  and  covers  the  entire  liability 

he  Government  on  this  account,  to  the  firm  mentioned,  to  th6 

ant  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully  yours, 

Spencer  F.  Baibd,  Secretary. 
3n.  Hugh  McCulloch, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

fund  of  duty  to  Semon  Bache  <&  Co. :  To  refund  the  duty  paid  by  Semon  Bache 
).,  from  imported  stock  furnished  to  the  National  Museum  and  the  New 
ns,  Louisville,  and  Cincinnati  expositions  for  exhibition  cases,  $3,562.56. 

r/  24,  1885— 'House. 

Deficiency  estimates  for  1885. 


) 


►  pay  sundry  bills  for  miscellaneous  fixtures  and  for  glass  for 
bition  cases  for  the  National  Museum,  being  for  the  service  of 
iscal  year  ending  June  30, 1884,  $2,891.42. 

►  meet  expenses  of  receiving,  packing,  transporting  to  Washington, 
installing  or  storing  such  new  specimens  and  collections  as  may 
resented  to  the  United  States  at  the  New  Orleans  Exposition,  to 
mailable  for  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  30, 1885  and  1886,  $10,000. 

)  cost  of  restoring  the  collections  sent  to  the  New  Orleans  Expo-  . 

n  to  their  proper  places  in  the  National  Museum,  including  repair  ^ 


I 


COKGBESBIOKAL   FBOCEEDINOS. 

paving  Hidcwalk  on  flouth  and  east  fronts  of   National  Mu- 

uUding,  $1,()00. 

.,  XXin,  209.) 

S84. 

Deficiency  act  for  1884,  etc. 

jfund  the  duty  paid  by  L.  Strauss  &  Sons,  May  23,  1879,  upon 
^s  vase  presented  by  them  to  the  National  Museum,  $210.50. 
.,  XXin,  246.) 

1885, 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1886. 

expense  of  heating,  lighting,  and  telephonic  and  electrical  serv- 

the  new  Museum  building,  $9,000. 

the  preservation  and  exhibition  and  increase  of  the  collections 

d  from  the  surveying  and  exploring  expeditions  of  the  (xov- 

it,  and  other  sources,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all 

try  employees,  $95,000. 

care  of  the  Armory  building  and  grounds,  and  expense  of 

ng,  preservation,  and  storage  of  the  property  of  the  National 

m  and  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  contained  therein, 

ng  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary  employees,  $2,500. 

cases,  furniture,  and  fixtures  required  for  the  exhibition  of 

lections  of  the  United  States  National  Museum,  and  for  salaries 

pensation  of  all  necessary  employees,  $40,000. 

,.,  XXin,  501.) 

1885, 

Deficiency  act  for  1885,  etc. 

payment  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company 
a  Division)  for  transportation  furnished  January  10,  1876,  on 
t  of  the  ethnological  exhibit  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  at 
ernational  Exhibition,  Philadelphia,  1876,  $33.40. 
,.,  XXm,  452.) 

>ay  sundry  bills  for  miscellaneous  fixtures  and  for  glass  for 
ion  cases  for  the  National  Museum,  being  for  the  service  of  the 
ear  ending  June  30,  1884,  $2,891.42. 

icet  expenses  of  receiving,  packing,  transporting  to  Washing- 
d  installing,  or  storing,  such  new  specimens  and  collections  as 
5  presented  to  the  United  States  at  the  New  Orleans  Exposition, 
available  for  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  30,  1885  and  1886, 

cost  of  restoring  the  collections  sent  to  the  New  Orleans  Expo- 
o  their  proper  places  in  the  National  Museum,  including  repair 
58  and  renewal  of  glass,  to  be  available  for  the  fiscal  years 
June  30,  1885  and  1886,  $2,500. 
..,  XXUl,  463.) 
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rho  are  entitled  to  l)e  admitted  to  the  floor  of  the  Senate  for  any  rea- 
on,  either  as  a  matter  of  usefuhiess  or  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  I  shall 
ave  no  objection,  but  I  do  not  care  to  have  the  name  of  any  officer 
oupled  with  this  officer.  He  is  entitled  to  be  here  as  the  head  of  a 
)epartment,  as  he  always  has  been  here  until  the  present  session  of 
iie  Senate,  when,  by  some  new  and,  I  think,  very  strained  construc- 
ion  of  the  rule,  he  has  been  excluded,  although  the  language  of  the 
ule  remains  precisely  as  it  had  been  since  time  immemorial. 
Mr.  Morrill.  I  shall  not  embarmss  the  Senator,  but  I  give  notice 
liat  after  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by 

im  I  shall  move  to  further  amend  the  rule  as  I  have  suggested. 

******* 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  George  F.  Edbiunds).  The  ques- 
on  is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Kansas  [Mr. 
lumb]. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Morrill.  I  now  move  to  amend  the  rule  by  inserting  after 
'  the  Architect  of  the  Capitol  extension  "  ^^  the  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
Dnian  Institution." 

The  President  pro  tempore.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment  of 
he  Senator  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  John  J.  Ingalls.  I  move  the  reference  of  that  to  the  Committee 
n  Rules. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  The  Senator  from  Kansas  moves  that 
bis  amendment  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

Mr.  Morrill.  1  hope  that  motion  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Ingalls.  I  object  to  its  consideration  to-day. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  thinks  the  amendment  is 
a  order.  The  motion  to  refer,  the  Chair  thinks,  if  agreed  to,  would 
arry  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Ingalls.  The  resolution  ? 

The  President  pro  tempore.  The  resolution  to  which  the  Senator 
rom  Vermont  offers  his  amendment.  The  general  question  before 
he  Senate  is  on  agreeing  to  a  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee 
n  Rules  which  has  been  amended  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Qinsas  [Mr.  Plumb],  but  the  resolution  is  still  before  the  Senate. 
?he  Senator  from  Vermont  moves  to  still  further  amend  the  resolu- 
ion,  and  the  Senator  from  Kansas  [Mr.  Ingalls]  moves  that  this  amend- 
lent  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

Mr.  Ingalls.  I  have  no  desire  to  carry  the  resolution  to  the  Com- 
littee  on  Rules,  but  I  submit  to  the  Senator  from  Vermont  that  there 
3  absolutely  no  reason  whatever  urged  for  this  proposed  extension. 
?he  Senator  says  it  might  possibly  be  convenient  for  this  gentleman 
o  appear  on  the  floor  and  that  he  should  like  himself  to  see  him  here 
or  a  moment  or  two  this  morning  if  it  were  possible.     If  this  exclu- 
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on  iu  significant  or  valuable,  if  it  is  the  intention  to  admit  those  here 
ily  who  are  necessary  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the 
3dy,  then  the  Senator  from  Vermont  has  given  no  sound  reason  why 
le  nile  should  be  extended.  There  certainly  is  not  the  reason  for  the 
Imission  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  that  there  is 
»r  the  admission  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  who  has  to  do  with 
isiness  that  is  called  to  the  personal  attention  of  every  member  of 
lis  body  probably  a  great  many  times  every  day. 
1  suggest  that  the  Senator  from  Vermont  had  better  ask  for  the  con- 
deration  of  a  general  resolution  as  to  what  further  admissions  to  the 
)or  shall  be  permitted,  instead  of  asking  that  this  one  gentleman  shaU 
)  admitted  by  an  amendment  to  this  pending  resolution. 
Mr.  Omar  D.  Conger.  The  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
3n  is  at  the  head  of  an  institution  known  throughout  the  civilized 
orld.  The  National  Museum  is  connected  with  it.  He  represents, 
^rhaps,  as  far  as  this  Government  has  any  such  representation  at 
I,  the  literary  and  scientific  progress  of  the  people  of  the  United 
tates.  He  is  at  the  head  of  an  institution  fostered  by  this  Govem- 
ent,  intimately  connected  with  the  question  of  the  enlightenment  of 
le  people,  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men;  and  1  think  myself 
lat  it  would  be  an  honor  to  the  Senate  and  an  honor  te  the  country 
lat  we  should  recognize  it  from  time  to  time  as  we  sununon  the  Sec- 
ttary  of  that  Institution  to  a  place  here.  The  former  Secretary,  Pro- 
issor  Henry,  reflected  much  credit  on  the  literary  and  scientific  attain- 
ents  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  present  Secretary  is  a 
orthy  successor.  In  view  of  the  aid  the  Government  has  given  to 
le  Institution,  I  think  it  would  be  an  honor  to  the  Senate  and  an  honor 
» the  Government  that  its  head  should  be  recognized  as  worthy  of  a 
lae^  to  meet  Senators  in  their  own  Chamber.  I  wonder  that  the  prop- 
dtion  has  not  been  made  before  this  time.  I  shall  very  gladly 
ipport  it  now. 

Mr.  MoRRHJL.  I  am  somewhat  surprised  that  a  single  Senator  should 
)ject  to  the  admission  of  a  gentleman  of  so  great  merit  and  whose 
ctreme  modesty  we  all  so  much  appreciate.  It  has  been  common  for 
J  to  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  various 
nds  of  scientific  investigations — on  ventilation  and  various  other 
ibjects  that  1  might  mention. 

In  relation  to  the  necessity  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  coming 
ire,  it  is  impossible  for  that  officer  to  answer  the  inquiries  of  Sen- 
ors  or  Members  in  relation  to  any  private  bill  that  may  be  pend- 
g.  It  depends  upon  facts  in  his  office,  and  therefore  we  seek  such 
formation  through  letters  directed  to  him  at  his  office.  It  is  not 
'i/en  that  he  will  ever  be  wanted  here  for  anything  else^ 
1  do  not  desire  to  consume  time,  Mr.  President.  If  there  are  half  a 
)zen  Senators  here  who  are  against  this  proposition  I  shall  be  dis- 
>sed  to  withdraw  it 
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The  Pbesident  pro  tempore.  The  question  is  on  the  motion  of  the 
enator  from  Kansas  to  refer  the  amendment  to  the  Conmiittee  on 
lules. 

Mr.  Inoaixs.  I  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  The  motion  to  refer  is  withdrawn, 
he  question  is  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
ermont  [Mr.  MorriU]. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

ACTING  SECRETARY  OP  SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION. 


OW." 


r 


9r/7  23,  1884^SenatB.  f : 

Mr.  George  F.  Hoar  introduced  a  bill  (S.  2093)  relative  to  the  1 

ppointment  of  an  acting  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  t 

Referred  to  Conunittee  on  the  Library. 

9n/2S,  1884^'SBnaH.  '\ 

Mr.  John  Sherman,  from  the  Joint  Conmiittee  on  the  Library,  to 
'^hom  was  referred  S.  2093,  reported  it  without  amendment,  ^'and  as 
lis  is  a  matter  of  formal  administration  I  ask  that  it  be  acted  upon 


Mr.  F.  M.  CocKRELL.  I  should  like  to  hear  some  reasons  for  the 
assage  of  the  biU. 

Mr.  Sherman.  This  is  the  ordinary  provision  made  to  provide  for 
tie  absence  of  Professor  Baird.  Professor  Baird  may  sometimes  be 
bsent,  and  this  provision  is  substantially  similar  to  what  is  provided 
:)r  other  offices  and  Departments  of  the  Government  to  fill  the  duties 
f  the  office  during  his  absence  or  disability  or  inability. 

Mr.  CocKRELL.  Not  to  supplant  him  in  any  way? 

Mr.  Sherman.  Not  at  all.  I  believe  it  was  reconunended  by  the 
k)ard  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  George  F.  Edmunds).  At  the 
Bquest  of  the  Secretary,  the  Chair  understands.  .    A 

Mr.  Sherman.  At  the  request  of  the  Secretary.     It  is  to  provide  " 

3r  a  contingency  conunon  in  other  Departments  of  the  Government  - 

Passed.  y 

b/  9,  1884^HouBe,  4 

Passed, 
b/  13, 1884. 

Be  it  enacted^  etc.^  That  the  Chancellor  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
Lon  may,  by  an  instrument  in  writing  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
iiereof ,  designate  and  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  act  as  Secretary  of 
iie  Institution  when  there  shall  be  a  vacancy  in  said  office,  and  when- 
7er  the  Secretary  shall  be  unable  from  illness,  absence,  or  other 
Eiuse  to  pei:form  the  duties  of  his  office;  and  in  such  case  the  person 
3  appointed  may  pef orm  all  the  duties  imposed  on  the  Secretary  by 
iw  until  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  or  such  inability  shall  cease.    The  m 
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d  Chancellor  may  change  such  designation  and  appointment  from 

Qe  to  time  as  the  interests  of  the  Institution  may  in  his  judgment 

|uire. 

[Stat.  XXni,  21.) 

Neumann's  silk  flag. 

Mr.  John  Sherman.  I  am  directed  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
brary  to  report  back  a  resolution  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
lif  ornia  [Mr.  John  F.  Miller]  and  to  recommend  its  passage.     As  it 
a  very  brief  matter,  I  ask  for  its  present  consideration. 
The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

lesolved,  That  the  silk  flag  presented  by  Mr.  Joseph  Neumann,  of  California,  to 
)  Senate  and  accepted  by  the  Senate  on  the  12th  day  of  July,  1870,  the  said  flag 
ng,  it  is  believed,  the  first  American  flag  made  of  American  silk,  be  deposited  in 
)  Smithsonian  Institution  for  exhibition  and  preservation. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  George  F.  Edmunds).  Is  there 

jection  to  the  present  consideration  of  the  resolution  ?    The  Chair 

ars  none.     The  question  is  on  agreeing  to  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  R.  Hawley.  1  have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  the 

solution,  but  I  wish  merely  to  put  on  record  my  grave  doubt  as  to 

iether  that  is  the  first  native  American  flag.     It  is  my  duty  as  a 

presentative  of  the  Connecticut  manufacturers  to  say  that. 

Mr.  Sherman.  We  do  not  say  that  it  is  the  first  by  adopting  the 

K>lution. 

Agreed  to. 


/  2f,  1884, 


EXPOSITIONS. 

New  Orlecms  Malposition. 
An  act  to  make  a  loan  to  aid,  etc. 


Whereas  by  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  **  An  act  to  encourage  the 
Iding  of  a  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial  Exposition  in 
B  year  1884,"  approved  February  10, 1883,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
der  the  joint  auspices  of  the  United  States,  the  National  Cotton 
anters'  Association  of  America,  and  the  said  city  of  New  Orleans,  a 
orld's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial  Exposition  is  to  be  held, 
iversal  in  character,  comprehending  all  arts,  manufactures,  and 
oducts  of  the  soil  and  mine;  and 

Whereas  by  said  act  Congress  declares  that  such  exposition  should 
national  and  international  in  its  character;  and 
Whereas  under  said  act  a  board  of  management  has  been  duly  con- 
tuted  and  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
B  members  of  which  have  been  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
lited  States  upon  recommendations  made  in  the  manner  set  forth  in 
id  act,  and  therefore  are  a  duly  qualified  and  commissioned  United 
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ites  })oard  of  management  rlothinl  with  full  and  adequate  ix)wer8  to 
rf  orm  any  and  all  acts  essential  to  the  proper  and  necessary  manage- 
',nt  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centen- 
il  Exposition  in  the  manner  and  form  prescril>ed  by  said  act,  and 
ly  authorized  b}^  the  sanction  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
ites  to  raise  the  c^ipital  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
said  act  of  February  10,  1883;  and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  the 
'ms  and  requirements  of  said  act,  has  extended,  in  the  name  of  the 
lited  States,  a  respectful  and  cordial  invitation  to  the  governments 
other  nations  to  be  represented  and  take  part  in  the  said  interna- 
nal  exposition;  and  « 

Whereas  the  preparations  designed  by  the  World's  Industrial  and 
tton  Centennial  Exposition  and  in  part  executed  by  the  board  of 
Luagement  are  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  Congress 
ating  thereto,  and  are  on  a  scale  creditable  to  the  Government  and 
3  people  of  the  United  States:  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted^  etc.,  That  the  sum  of  $1,000, (XX)  l)e,  and  the  same 
hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  public  Treasury 
t  otherwise  appropriated,  as  a  loan  to  the  World's  Industrial  and 
•tton  Centennial  Exposition,  to  be  used  and  employed  by  the  board 

management  thereof  to  augment  and  enhance  the  success  of  the 
orld's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial  Exposition  in  such  man- 
r  as  siiid  board  of  management  may  determine  and  in  ac^cordanc^ 
th  the  provisions  of  this  act:  Praolded,  That  the  said  sum  shall  be 
id  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the 
ifts  of  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  board  of  management  of 
3  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial  Exposition  authorized 

order  of  said  board,  one-third  of  the  amount  immediately  after  the 
ssage  of  this  act  upon  being  satisfied  that  $500,000  has  been  contrib- 
^d  and  paid  in  to  the  said  board  for  the  purposes  of  the  exposition 

the  contributors  to  and  shareholders  of  the  World's  Industrial  and 
►tton  Centennial  Exposition,  and  the  remainder  in  four  monthly  pay- 
»nts  thereafter  upon  being  satisfied  that  each  of  the  prior  payments 
8  been  faithfully  applied  as  required  by  this  act,  and  for  this  purpose 

shall  have  free  access  to  the  accounts  and  all  transactions  of  said 
ard:  Prmyided  furtJier,  That  no  greater  amount  shall  l>e  expended 

liability  or  indebtedness  of  any  kind  incurred  upon  buildings, 
ounds,  and  prepai*ations  than  the  aggregate  sum  that  may  be  paid 
by  the  subscribers  to  the  capital  stock  and  by  donations  and  the 
lount  of  the  loan  provided  herein:  And prrroided  further*,  ThAth^ 
3  distribution  of  the  amounts  that  may  remain  in  the  treasury  of  the 
ard  of  management  after  the  payments  of  the  current  expenses  of 
ministration  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  hereinbefore  made 
ill  be  paid  in  full  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  Iwfore  any 
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vidend  or  percentage  of  profits  or  assets  shall  be  paid  to  the  holders 

•  said  stock  or  contributors:  Provided  furtlwr^  That  the  Government 

•  the  United  States  shall  not,  under  any  circumstances,  be  liable  for 
ly  debt  or  obligation  created  or  incurred  by  the  World's  Industrial 
id  Cotton  Centennial  Exposition,  or  its  board  of  management,  or  for 
ly  sum  whatever  in  addition  to  the  amount  appropriated  by  this  act; 
id  that  adequate  space  to  be  determined  by  the  President  of  the  United 
:ates  for  such  exhibits  as  the  Government  of  the  United  States  may 
e  proper  to  make  at  said  exposition  shall  be  furnished  free  of  all 
large  by  said  board:  Pravided  further^  That  no  sum  shall  be  paid  to 
le  said  board  of  management  of  said  exposition  until  after  the  presi- 
;nt,  secretary,  and  a  majority  of  the  members  of  said  board  shall 
ive  executed  a  bond,  with  good  and  solvent  security,  to  be  approved 
r  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  sum  of  $300,000,  to  sufficiently 
cure  the  safe-keeping  and  the  faithful  disbureement  of  the  sum 
jreby  appropriated,  and  for  the  faithful  observance  of  this  act  with 
gard  to  the  limitation  of  expenditures  and  liabilities  as  fixed  herein, 
id  for  the  repayment  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  the 
rplus  of  proceeds  of  said  exposition  remaining  after  payment  of  the 
irrent  expenses  of  administration,  said  repayment  in  no  case  to  exceed 
eloan  herein  appropriated  and  provided  for:  Ayul  provided  further^ 
lat  the  receipt  of  the  loan  herein  made  or  any  part  thereof  by  said 
)ard  of  management  shall  be  a  full  acceptance  of  all  the  trusts,  con- 
tions,  provisions,  and  obligations  of  this  act  by  the  said  board  of 
anagement  and  by  the  coi*poration  created  under  the  laws  of  the  State 

Louisiana  and  designated  as  "The  World's  Industrial  Cotton  Cen- 
nnial  Exposition." 
(Stat.,  XXm,  9A) 

//  7,  1884. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  1886. 

To  enable  the  several  Executive  Departments,  the  Department  of 
efriculture,  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  participate  in  the 
orld's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial  Exposition  to  be  held  at  New 
rleans,  Louisiana,  under  act  of  Congress  of  February  10,  1883,  as 
Hows:  For  the  War  Department,  $15,000;  for  the  Navy  Depart- 
ent,  $10,000;  for  the  State  Department,  $10,000;  for  the  Treasury 
epaitnient,  $12,000;  for  the  Interior  Department,  $125,000;  for 
e  Post-Office  Department,  $10,000;  for  the  Department  of  Agri- 
Iture,  $25,000;  fortheDepartmentof  Justice,  $3,000;  fortheSmith- 
nian  Institution  (including  the  National  Museum  and  Commission 
Fish  and  Fisheries),  $75,000;  for  necessary  incidental  expenses  of 
ministmtion  by  the  board,  including  office  rent,  fuel,  gas,  stationery, 
legrams,  and  expressage,  $15,000;  in  all,  $300,000,  to  be  disbursed 
ider  the  direction  of  the  Board  on  United  States  Executive  Depart- 
3nts  appointed  under  Executive  order  of  May   13,  1884;    and  no 
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beyond  the  amounts  herein  provided  for  shall  be 
the  said  Departments,  or  any  officer  thereof,  on 
>sition. 

n.) 

Deficiency  act  for  1885,  etc 

e  United  States  Executive  Departments  at  World's 

.tion  at  New  Orleans:  That  any  surplus  arising  from 

lade  to  either  of  the  Departments  by  act  of  July  7, 

ipation  in  the  World's  Industrial  Cotton  Centennial 

3W  Orleans,  may  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  liquidating 

58  of  any  other  Department,  subject  to  the  provision 

une  in  the  sundry  civil  appropriation  bill  passed  this 


II,  467.) 


Sundry  civil  act  for  1886. 


id  to  the  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial  Expo- 
being  held  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $336,000,  to  be  immediately 
ind  to  be  used  first  in  payment  of  the  indebtedness  now 
g  of  said  exposition  which  is  due  to  persons,  firms,  or  corpo- 
ing  and  doing  business  outside  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
debts  due  to  foreigners  or  foreign  nations,  and  such  as  are 
ites  and  Territories  from  said  exposition;  secondly,  in  pay  • 
11  premiums  heretofore  awarded  or  which  shall  be  hereafter 
>y  said  exposition  in  accordance  with  the  lists  of  awards 
)  published;  said  money  to  be  disbursed  under  the  direction 
[^retary  of  the  Treasury,  who  shall  make  proper  rules  and 
s  for  the  form  and  verification  of  vouchers  in  proof  of  such 
)ss,  and  shall  detail  a  proper  agent  of  his  Department  to 
aid  funds  as  directed  by  said  Secretary,  who  shall  make  a 
tatement  of  his  transactions  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
the  woman's  department  of  the  said  exposition,  $15,000. 
irt  of  the  foregoing  sums  shall  be  paid  until  statements  and 
1  detail  satisfactory  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  are 
1  expenditures  under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  May 
ind  that  said  expenditures  have  been  made  for  the  purposes 
manner  provided  for  in  said  act;  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
shall  report  to  Congress,  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  session, 
^tailed  statements  made  to  him  of  the  expenditures  under 
)priation  and  also  under  this  appropriation;  and  the  neces- 
ises  of  these  examinations  shall  be  paid  from  this  appro- 


July  7.  ^o^. 
1  ()  Olll 
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Oincinnati  IndusPtial  Exposition. 
Sundry  civil  act  for  1885. 

several  Executive  Departments  of  the  Government, 
partment  of  Agriculture  and  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
ite  in  the  Cincinnati  Industrial  Exposition,  to  be  held 
lio,  during  the  months  of  September  and  October, 
Provided^  That  in  case  more  than  the  said  sum  be 
execution  of  this  provision  the  same  should  be  paid 
>n. 
207.) 

IxniwviUe  Exposition. 

Sundry  eivil  act  for  1885. 

several  Executive  Departments  of  the  Government, 
partment  of  Agriculture  and  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
te in  the  Southern  Exposition  to  be  held  at  Louisville, 
st  16  to  October  25, 1884,  $10,000:  Promded,  That  in 
he  said  sum  be  required  for  the  execution  of  this  pro- 
should  be  paid  by  said  exposition. 
207.) 

ndon  International  FisJiery  Exhibition. 

Deficiency  act  for  1884,  etc 

lent  of  the  remaining  expenses  connected  with  the 
ntemational  Fishery  Exhibition  held  at  London  in 
1  preparation  of  the  report  called  for  by  act  approved 
'  be  expended  by  the  United  States  Conunissioner  of 
es,  under  the  direction  and  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
10,000,  the  same  to  be  available  until  June  30, 1885. 
237.) 

LEPOBT  OP  SMTTHSONIAN  INSTITDTION. 
0. 

TusY.  I  report  from  the  Committee  on  Printing  the 
olution  for  printing  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian 

pro  tempore  (Mr.  George  F.  Edboinds).  The  Sen- 
^cticut  asks  that  the  concurrent  resolution  be  now 

TKBELL.  Let  it  be  read. 

the  annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  year 
that  there  be  printed  15,560  extra  copies,  of  which  2,500  shall 
Senate,  6,060  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
he  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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r.  Hawley.  That  is  in  the  usual  fonn,  in  the  same  language  as  the 
:eding  annual  resolutions  upon  the  same  subject, 
r.  CocKRELL.  Would  not  this  be  a  very  good  time  to  conform  to 
general  rule  and  give  the  Senate  3,000  copies  and  the  House  6,000, 
3cordance  with  the  rule  that  I  understand  the  Senate  has  adopted 
never  it  has  been  brought  before  it  ?  I  offer  that  amendment, 
ae  President  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  will  call  attention  to  Rule 
ihe  second  paragraph  of  which  provides  that — 

»tions  to  print  additional  numbers  shall  also  be  referred  to  the  Cotntnittee  on 
ing 

hich  has  been  done 


vhen  the  committee  shall  report  favorably  the  report  sliall  be  accompanied  by 
timate  of  the  probable  cost  thereof. 

r.  Hawlet.  The  estimate  is  always  ready,  but  its  reading  is  not 

tys  called  for.    The  figures  are  on  the  back  of  the  resolution.     I 

k  the  cost  will  be  $10,000. 

le  President  pro  tempore.  Will  the  Senator  from  Missouri  repeat 

imendment? 

r.  CocKRELL.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  "2,600,"  as  the 

ber  provided  for  the  Senate,  and  inserting  "3,000,"  and  then  let 

House  have  6,000,  so  as  to  give  the  Senate  just  half  the  number 

n  to  the  House. 

le  President  pro  tempore.  The  Senator  from  Missouri  moves  to 

nd  the  resolution^  by  striking  out  "2,500"  and  inserting  "3,000," 

3  to  read:  "of  which  3,000  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and 

0  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives." 

r.  CocKRELL.  Let  it  be  6,000  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

r.  Hawley.  Let  the  6,060  go;  make  as  few  amendments  as  possi- 

r.  CocKRELL.  Very  well;  let  it  go.     Just  change  the  aggregate. 

le  President  pro  tempore.  The  question  is  on  agreeing  to  the 

ndment  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri. 

greed  to. 

r.  CocKRELL.  The  aggregate  that  goes  to  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 

will  be  decreased  just  500  copies. 

r.  Hawley.  I  would  not  decrease  the  number  for  the  Smithsonian. 

y  make  their  estimates  with  accuracy,  and  usually  know  what  they 

b. 

r.  CocKRELL.  Then  increase  the  whole  number  500. 

r.  Hawley.  Increase  the  aggregate.    The  amendment  made  adds 

to  the  aggregate. 

le  President  pro  tempore.  The  resolution,  if  there  be  no  objec- 

,  will  be  amended  so  as  to  make  the  aggregate  16,060,  the  number 

ng  been  increased  500.     The  amendment  will  be  agreed  to  if  there 
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objection.     The  question  is  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  as 
ded. 
3  resolution  as  amended  agreed  to. 

i.  1884^Hou8e. 

.  Alfred  M.  Scales,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
ably  Senate  concurrent  resolution  to  print  Smithsonian  report  for 

.  Scales.  I  desire  to  say  one  word.  This  is  the  same  number 
imended  heretofore.  The  Senate  increased  what  was  recom- 
ed  by  the  House  500  copies.  It  was  so  late  in  the  session  we 
uded  to  allow  them  to  have  them,  and  they  have  taken  every  copy 
selves, 
opted. 

f  24,  1885—S9nai9. 

.  S.  B.  Maxey  introduced  concurrent  resolution  to  print  16,060 

3  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian   Institution  and  National 

um  for  1884,  7,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

ferred. 

y  26,  f885^Senate, 

«ed. 

y  28,  1885— House. 

ferred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

ry  4,  1885—HQU8e. 

wed. 

Y  24,  188S'-Seriafe. 

.  S.  B.  Maxet  introduced  a  resolution  (S.  114). 

ferred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

'/  27,  1885— Senate, 

jsed. 

3,  1885'-Hou9e. 
}sed. 

3,  1885. 

it  the  annual  reports  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  be 
fter  printed  at  the  Government  Printing  Office,  in  the  same 
er  as  the  annual  reports  of  the  heads  of  departments  are  now 
3d,  for  submission  in  print  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
it.  XXIII,  520.) 

VENTILATION   OP  HALL  OF  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
i^  1884— House. 

.  John  Hardy,  from  the  Committee  on  Ventilation  and  Acous- 
lubmitted  a  report  (H.  1970). 

».  Committee  on  Ventilation  and  Acoustics,  charged  with  the  duty 

luiring  into  the  present  method  of  heating,  lighting,  and  venti- 

the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Itepresentativcs,  respectfully  report 
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TQ  given  the  subject  a  careful  investigation,  and  have 
^s  and  opinions  of  experienced  and  competent  scientists 
ireto,  and  have  caused  experiments  to  be  made  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  air  of  the  House. 

;tee  herewith  submit  the  arguments  and  statements  made 
nmittee  and  the  result  of  experiments  made  under  their 


March  10,  1884. 
3  met  parsaant  to  adjournment 

lainnan,  MesBra.  Green,  Shelley,  EvanB,  Jeffords,  and  Brewer. 
!r  laid  before  the  committee  a  report  ^  from  Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird 
Lprising  the  advisory  board  to  the  Committee  on  Ventilation  and 
:  the  Forty-fifth  Congress. 

Mud  of  United  States  officers  convened  by  request  of  the  Committee 
on  Ventilation  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress. 

las  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the 
entilation,  it  has  examined  the  plans  submitted  by  Mr.  T.  C.  Perry 
nent  on  the  ventilation  of  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
lion  of  the  board  that  if  these  plans  were  carried  out  the  ventilation 
Id  not  be  as  good  as  it  is  ait  present  Ventilation  by  aspiration  has 
le  Hall  before,  and  with  unsatisfactory  results.  If  it  be  desired  to 
;he  machinery  necessary  for  the  purpose  is  on  hand,  and  the  trial 
thout  the  necessity  of  purchasing  fans  or  of  expending  money  for 

oee  not  think  that  downward  ventilation  would  give  good  results  in 


1 
1 


I  is  respectfully  submitted. 

''Spkncsr  F.  Baird,  Chairmant 

'*  Secretary  Smithsonian  Ingtitution, 
**Tho8.  Lincoln  Casey, 

"  LieiUenant-Cblonel  Engineers. 
''Edward  Clark, 

''Architect  United  Statee  CapUoL 
"J.  S.  Billings, 

**  Surgeon^  United  States  Army,** 

«««««« 

inquired  from  Professor  Baird  whether  he  had  any  suggestion  to 
cnprovement  of  the  ventilation  in  the  Hall. 

d  replied  that  he  had  come  into  the  board  after  the  work  had  been 
nicoeeded  Professor  Henry  simply  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the 
Lfter  Professor  Henry's  death  he  had  been  appointed  Secretary,  but 
he  work  had  been  done  by  the  other  gentlemen.  His  position  was, 
'  honorary  than  active.  He  only  knew  the  subject  from  what  he 
ther  gentlemen  say. 

remarked  that  Colonel  Casev  had  been  an  active  member  of  the 


d  assented.    He  (the  professor)  knew  nothing  on  the  subject 
y-eighth  Congress,  first  session — House.     Report  H.  2026. 
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led  him  whether  he  was  familiar  with  the  apparatus  and  the 
3  design  of  the  work, 
could  not  say  that  he  was. 

to  Committee  on  Ventilation  and  Acoustics. 


FREE  POSTAGE. 
Post-Office  act  for  1885. 

section  29  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1879  (United  States 
rge,  page  362),  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  amended  so  as  to 
• 

ions  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  section  of  the  act  entitled 
shing  post  routes,  and  for  other  purposes' approved 
for  the  transmission  of  official  mail  matter,  be,  and 
%  extended  to  all  officers  of  the  United  States  Govem- 
iing  members  of  Congress,  the  envelopes  of  such  mat- 
to  bear  appropriate  indorsements  containing  the  proper 
he  office  from  which  or  officer  from  whom  the  same  is 
th  a  statement  of  the  penalty  for  their  misuse.  And 
)f  said  fifth  and  sixth  sections  are  hereby  likewise  ex- 
le  applicable  to  all  official  mail  matter  of  the  Smithson- 

Provided^  That  any  department  or  officer  authorized 
Ity  envelopes  may  inclose  them  with  return  address  to 
)ersons  from  or  through  whom  official  information  is 
le  to  be  used  only  to  cover  such  official  information,  and 
elating  thereto:  Provided  further^  That  any  letter  or 
egistered  by  either  of  the  Executive  Departments,  or 
:,  or  by  the  Agricultural  Department,  or  by  the  Public 
B  registered  without  the  payment  of  any  registry  fee; 
dd  letter  or  packet  addressed  to  either  of  said  depart- 
us  may  be  delivered  free;  but  where  there  is  good  rea- 
he  omission  to  prepay  the  full  postage  thereon  was 
h  letter  or  packet  shall  be  returned  to  the  sender:  Pro- 
Chat  this  act  shall  not  extend  or  apply  to  pension  agents 
s  who  receive  a  fixed  allowance  as  compensation  for 
including  expenses  of  postages.  And  section  3915  of 
,tutes  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  the  same  relates 

stamped  envelopes  for  official  purposes,  is  hereby 

,  158.) 

Stat.  XVII,  p.  307,  for  Act  June  8,  1872,  allowing  to  pass  free  in 
lications  sent  or  received  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  marked 
Smithsonian  Exchange'.''    ^ew  Foetal  Code,  dxth  subdiviflion, 

782 61 
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//  7,  1884. 


PUBLIC  PRINTING  AND   BINDING. 


Sundry  civil  act  for  1885. 


*  *  *  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  head  of  any  Executive 
epartment  or  of  any  bureau,  branch,  or  oflBce  of  the  Government,  to 
kuse  to  be  printed,  nor. shall  the  Public  Printer  print,  any  docu- 
ent  or  matter  of  any  character  whatever  except  that  which  is  author- 
ed by  law  and  necessary  to  administer  the  public  business,  nor  shall 
ly  bureau  oflBcer  embrace  in  his  annual  or  other  report  to  be  printed 
ly  matter  not  directly  pertaining  to  the  duties  of  his  office  as  pre- 
ribed  by  law. 
(Stat.,  XXm,  227.) 

HENRY  STATUE. 
//  7,  1884, 

Deficiency  act  for  1884,  etc. 

For  expense  of  freight  on  statue  of  Joseph  Henry  from  Rome  to 
Washington,  and  all  expenses  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  con- 
^ted  with  the  erection  and  ceremonies  of  unveiling  said  statue,  $900. 
(Stat,  XXm,  246.) 

GRANT  RELICS. 
hruary  4t  1885 — Senate. 

^easdge  from  the  President  of  the  United  States^  trmisinitting  tJie 
offer  of  Mrs.  Grant  to  give  to  the  Government^  in  perpetual  trusty 
the  military  and  ciml  testimonials  lately  belonging  to  General  Grant, 

b  the  Senate: 

I  take  especial  pleasure  in  laying  before  Congress  the  generous 
ler  made  by  Mrs.  Grant  to  give  to  the  Government,  in  perpetual 
ust,  the  swords  and  military  and  civil  testimonials  lately  belonging 
»  General  Grant.  A  copy  of  the  deed  of  trust,  and  of  a  letter 
Idressed  to  me  by  Mr.  William  H.  Vanderbilt,  which  I  ti-ansmit 
jrewith,  will  explain  the  nature  and  motives  of  this  offer. 
Appreciation  of  General  Grant's  achievements  and  recognition  of 
s  just  fame  have  in  part  taken  the  shape  of  numerous  mementos  and 
f ts,  which,  while  dear  to  him,  possess  for  the  nation  an  exceptional 
iterest.  These  relics,  of  great  historical  value,  have  passed  into  the 
mds  of  another  whose  considerate  action  has  restored  the  collection 
Mrs.  Grant  as  a  life  trust,  on  the  condition  that  at  the  death  of 
eneral  Grant,  or  sooner,  at  Mrs.  Grant's  option,  it  should  become  the 
:operty  of  the  Government,  as  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  papers. 
i  the  exercise  of  the  option  thus  given  her,  Mrs.  Grant  elects  that 
le  trust  shall  forthwith  determine,  and  asks  that  the  Government 
)signate  a  suitable  place  of  deposit  and  a  responsible  custodian  for 
le  collection. 
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he  nature  of  this  gift  and  the  value  of  the  relics  which  the  gener- 

7  of  a  private  citizen,  joined  to  the  high  sense  of  public  regard 

ch  animates  Mrs.  Grant,  have  thus  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 

''ernment,  demand  full  and  signal  recognition,  on  behalf  of  the 

on,  at  the  hands  of  its  representatives.     I  therefore  ask  Congress 

ike  suitable  action  to  accept  the  trust  and  to  provide  for  its  secure 

X)dy,  at  the  same  time  recording  the  appreciative  gratitude  of  the 

pie  of  the  United  States  to  the  donors. 

a  this  connection,  I  may  pertinently  advert  to  the  pending  legisla- 

I  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  looking  to  a  national 

>gnition  of  General  Grant's  eminent  services  by  providing  the  means 

his  restoration  to  the  Army  on  the  retired  list.     That  Congress,  by 

ng  such  action,  wiU  give  expression  to  the  almost  universal  desire 

he  people  of  this  nation  is  evident,  and  I  earnestly  urge  the  passage 

m  act  similar  to  Senate  bill  No.  2580,  which,  while  not  interfering 

1  the  Constitutional  prerogative  of  appointment,  will  enable  the 

sident  in  his  discretion  to  nominate  General  Grant  as  General 

n  the  retired  list. 

Chester  A.  Arthur. 
XEcurrvE  Mansion, 

F^mwry  3,  1886. 

DEED  OF  TBuerr. 

hereas  I,  William  H.  Vanderbilt,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  by  virtue  of  a  sale 
e  under  a  judgment  in  a  suit  to  foreclose  a  chattel  mortgage  in  the  supreme  court 
ds  State,  in  which  I  was  plaintiff,  and  Ulysses  S.  Grant  defendant,  which  judg- 
t  was  entered  on  the  6th  day  of  December,  1884,  and  under  an  execution 
QOther  suit  in  said  court  between  the  same  parties  upon  a  judgment  entered 
»nber  9,  1884,  have  become  the  owner  of  the  property  and  the  articles  described 
le  schedule  hereto  annexed,  formerly  the  property  of  Ulysses  S.  Grant. 
)w,  therefore,  to  carry  out  a  purpose  formed  by  me,  and  in  consideration  of  one 
IT  to  me  paid,  I  do  hereby  transfer  and  convey  each  and  every  one  of  the  articles 
tioned  and  itemized  in  the  said  schedule  to  Julia  Dent  Grant  To  liave  and  hold 
same  to  her,  her  executors  and  administrators,  upon  the  trust  and  agreement 
rtheless  hereby  accepted  and  made  by  her  that  on  the  death  of  the  said  Ulysses  S. 
it  or  previously  thereto,  at  her  or  their  option,  the  same  shall  betrome  and  be  the 
erty  of  the  nation,  and  shall  be  taken  to  Washington  and  transferred  and  con- 
d  by  her  and  them  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

witness  whereof  the  said  William  H.  Vanderbilt  and  Julia  Dent  Grant  have 

uted  these  presents  this  10th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1885. 

aled  and  delivered  in  presence  of — 

W.  II.  Vanderbilt. 

JuuA  Dent  Grant. 

itiZ«  of  twords  and  medals,  paintings,  bronzes,  portraits,  commissions  and  addresses, 
d  objects  of  value  and  art  presented  by  various  Governments  in  the  ux)rld  to  Gen, 
ysses  S.  Grant. 

sxican  onyx  cabinet,  presenterl  to  General  Grant  by  the  people  of  Pueblo,  Mexico, 
orolite,  part  of  which  passed  over  Mexico  in  1871. 
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Bronze  vasee,  presented  to  Creneral  Grant  by  the  Japanese  citizens  of  Yokohama, 
Fapan. 

Marble  bust  and  pedestal,  presented  by  workingmen  of  Philadelphia. 

General  Grant  and  family,  painted  by  Coggswell. 

Lai^  elephant  tusks,  presented  by  the  King  of  Siam. 

Small  elephant  tusks,  from  the  Maharajah  of  Johore. 

Picture  of  General  Scott,  by  Page,  presented  by  gentlemen  of  New  York. 

Crackleware  bowls  (very  old) ,  presented  by  Prince  Koon,  of  China. 

Cloisonne  jars  (old) ,  presented  by  Li  Hung  Chang. 

Chinese  porcelain  jars  (old) ,  presented  by  Prince  Koon,  of  China. 

Arabian  Bible. 

Coptic  Bible,  presented  by  Lord  Napier,  who  captured  it  with  King  Theodore  of 
ibyssinia. 

Sporting  rifle. 

Sword  of  Donelson,  presented  to  General  Grant  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Donelson, 
jy  officers  of  the  Army,  and  used  by  him  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

New  York  sword,  voted  to  Greneral  Grant  by  the  citizens  of  New  York,  at  the 
iair  held  in  New  York. 

Sword  of  Chattanooga,  presented  to  General  Grant  by  the  citizens  of  Jo  Daviess 
jountyy  111.  (Galena),  after  the  battle  of  Chattanooga. 

Boman  mug  and  pitcher. 

Silver  menu  and  card,  tiu^well  dinner  of  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Silver  menu  of  Paris  dinner. 

Horn  and  silver  snuffbox. 

Silver  match  box  (used  by  General  Grant). 

Gold  table,  modeled  after  the  table  in  Mr.  McLean's  house  on  which  Gen.  B.  E. 
Lee  signed  the  articles  of  surrender.  This  was  presented  to  Greneral  Grant  by 
^x-Confederate  soldiers. 

Grold  cigar  case  (enameled),  presented  by  the  Celestial  King  of  Siam. 

Grold  dgar  case  (plain),  presented  by  the  Second  King  of  Siam. 

Gold-handled  knife,  presented  by  miners  of  Idaho  Territory. 

Nine  pieces  of  jade  stone,  presented  by  Prince  Koon  of  China. 

Silver  trowel,  used  by  Greneral  Grant  in  laying  the  comer  stone  of  the  American 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  New  York. 

Knife,  made  at  Sheffield  for  Greneral  Grant 

Gold  pen,  Greneral  Grant's. 

Embroidered  picture  (cock  and  hen),  presented  to  Greneral  Grant  by  citizens  of 
Fapan. 

Field-glasses,  used  by  General  Grant  during  the  war. 

Iron-headed  cane,  made  from  the  rebel  ram  Merrimac. 

Silver-headed  cane,  made  from  wood  used  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Sumter. 

Gold-headed  cane,  made  out  of  wood  from  old  Fort  Du  Quesne,  Pennsylvania. 

Gold-headed  cane,  presented  to  Greneral  Grant  as  a  tribute  of  regard  for  his 
lumane  treatment  of  the  soldiers  and  kind  consideration  of  those  who  ministered 
o  the  sick  and  wounded  during  the  war. 

Gold-headed  cane,  used  by  General  La  Fayette,  and  presented  to  General  Grant 
)y  the  ladies  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

Carved  wood  cane,  from  the  estate  of  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

Uniform  as  General  of  the  United  States  Army. 

Fifteen  buttons,  cut  from  the  coats  during  the  war  by  Mrs.  Grant  after  the  different 
)attle8. 

Hat  ornament,  used  at  Belmont. 

Hat  ornament,  used  at  Fort  Donelson. 

Shoulder-straps  (brigadier-general),  worn  by  General  Grant  at  Belmont,  Fort 
donelson,  and  Shiloh« 


I 


)66 


CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 


Address  to  General  Grant  from  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Manchester,  England,  May  13,  1877. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  workingmen  of  Birmingham,  England,  October 
L6,  1877. 

Address  to  General  Grant  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Board  of  Trade, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  September,  1879. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of  the  borough  of 
jateshead,  England. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  magistrates,  aldermen,  and 
x)uncilors  of  the  borough  of  Leicester,  England. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  Americans  of  Shanghai,  China,  May  19,  1879. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  Calumet  Club  of  Chicago,  111. 

Address  to  General  Grant  from  the  Society  of  Friends  in  Great  Britain. 

Address  to  Greneral  Grant  from  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Penang. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of  the  borough 
)f  Southampton,  England. 

Address  to  Greneral  Grant  by  the  provost,  magistrates,  and  town  council  of  the  royal 
borough  of  Stirling. 

Address  to  Greneral  Grant  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  buigesses  of  Tynemouthy 
England. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  mayor  and  town  council  of  Sunderland. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  trade  and  friendly  societies  of  Sunderland. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  public  schools  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  colored  men  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  ex-Confederate  soldiers. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Board  of  Trade  of 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  British  workmen  of  London,  England. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  North  Shields  Shipowners*  Society,  England. 

Address  to  Greneral  Grant  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Sheffield,  England. 

Address  to  General  Grant  from  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of  borough  of  Royal 
[iCamington  Spa,  England. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,   and  burgesses  of  Sheffield, 
England. 

Address  to  Greneral  Grant  by  wardens,  etc.,  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Shef- 
&eld,  England. 

Address  to  General  Grant  from  the  provost,  magistrates,  and  town  council  of  the 
nty  and  royal  bui^h  of  Elgin,  Scotland. 

AddressL  to  General  Grant  from  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  bui^gesses  of  the  borough 
)f  Folkestone,  England. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of  the  borough 
)f  Jarrow,  England. 

Address  to  General  Grant  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of  Grateshead, 
Bngland. 

Address  to  General  Grant  from  the  Carpenters*  Company. 

Address  to  General  Grant  fi^m  the  citizens  of  Cincinnati,  congratulating  him  on 
ais  second  election  as  President  of  the  United  States. 

Address  to  General  Grant  from  the  citizens  of  Nagasaki,  Japan. 

Resolutions  of  the  Territorial  Pioneers  admitting  General  Grant  to  membership. 

Resolution  of  the  Caledonian  Club  of  San  Francisco,  enrolling  Greneral  Grant  as  an 
tionorary  member. 

Resolutions  of  the  citizens  of  Jo  Daviess  County,  presenting  a  sword  to  General 
3rant     (Sword  of  Chattanooga.) 
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lution  hi  before  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and 
be  read. 

[lereas  William  H.  Vanderbilt  and  Julia  Dent  Grant  have,  by  deed  of  trust 
ited  on  the  10th  day  of  January,  1885,  presented  to  the  United  States  certain 
ds,  medals,  paintings,  bronzes,  portraits,  commissions,  and  addresses,  and  objects 
lue  and  art  presented  by  various  governments  in  the  world  to  General  Ulysses 
rant,  as  tokens  of  their  high  appreciation  of  his  illustrious  character  as  a  soldier 
i  statesman:  Therefore 

it  resolved^  etc,,  That  the  United  States  accepts  the  said  property  and  articles, 
s  fully  described  in  the  schedule  attached' to  said  deed  of  trust,  to  be  held  by  the 
ed  States  and  preserved  and  protected  in  the  city  of  Washington  for  the  use  and 
action  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  And  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby 
9red  to  the  said  William  H.  Vanderbilt  and  Julia  Dent  Grant  for  their  generous 
valuable  gift. 

9olvedy  That  the  said  property  and  articles  are  placed  under  the  custody  of  the 
man  of  Congress;  and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  the 
I  for  safe-keeping  and  custody  in  the  Department  of  War  until  they  can  be  trans- 
k1  by  the  Librarian  of  Congress  to  a  suitable  building  to  be  provided  for  the  use 
e  Library  of  Congress. 

assed. 

he  preamble  was  agreed  to. 


DOCUMENTS. 

^ary  9,  1885. 

[)int  resolution  approved  for  printing  and  distributing  ^'Descrip- 
Catalogue  of  Government  Publications,"  provided  two  copies  for 
Smithsonian  Institution,  and  fifty  for  foreign  exchanges. 
)tat.,  XXin,  p.  617.) 

DEPARTMENT  OP  AGRICULTURE    (ENTOMOLOGY,    ORNITHOLOGY.) 
mr/  20,  1885-'Senaf9. 

he  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  considered  the  bill 
8080),  making  appropriation  for  the  Agricultural  Department  for 
year  1886. 

[r.  W,  Miller,  of  New  York.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Conaimittee 
Lgriculture  and  Forestry  to  move  an  amendment,  in  line  67,  to  strike 
the  word  ''twenty"  and  insert  '* thirty;"  and  also  in  the  same  line 
trike  out  "twenty"  and  insert  'Hhirty;"  so  as  to  read: 

nd  other  expenses  on  the  practical  work  of  entomological  division,  $30,000;  in 
^7,900. 

he  occasion  for  this  increase  arises  in  this  wise.  In  line  51  there 
been  inserted  in  this  bill  a  clause  including: 

ud  for  the  promotion  of  economic  ornithology,  or  the  study  of  the  interrelation 
irds  and  agriculture,  an  investigation  of  the  food,  habits,  and  migration  of  birds 
ilation  to  both  insects  and  plants,  and  publishing  report  thereon,  for  drawing, 
for  chemicals  and  traveling  and  other  expenses. 
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Those  words  have  been  put  into  this  bill  this  year,  of  course  result- 
f  in  an  increase  of  the  labor  of  the  entomological  division  and  largely 
Teasing  its  expenditures  if  it  is  to  do  the  work  that  has  been  assigned 
it.  The  reason  for  this  has  come  about  in  this  wise:  There  has  been 
ranized  in  this  country  an  ornithological  union,  composed  of  the 
ding  naturalists  of  this  country,  extending  over  the  entire  country 
1  also  over  Canada.  There  has  also  been  organized  an  international 
lithological  union,  and  these  unions  of  the  different  civilized  coua- 
es  are  acting  in  connection.  Some  of  them  have  been  at  work  for 
^eral  years.  The  unions  of  the  various  countries  have  applied  to 
dr  respective  governments,  asking  that  the  governments  take  up 
s  work  to  a  certain  extent — that  is,  the  work  of  the  collation  of 
ts  and  the  publications  of  facts. 

These  ornithological  unions,  which  are  studying  the  questions  des- 
lated  in  these  lines,  are  doing  the  work  voluntarily  for  the  advance- 
nt  of  science  and  the  good  of  mankind  in  general.  These  asso- 
tions  are  entirely  voluntary,  and  all  their  work  is  done  without 
npensation  for  love  of  the  cause.  They  have  collected  and  are  col- 
ting  large  amounts  of  information  upon  this  subject,  which  is  very 
uable  and  is  undoubtedly  to  be  of  great  value  to  the  agriculturists 
a.  class.  They  do  not  feel  able  to  undertake  the  work  of  classifying 
1  collating  the  information  which  they  have  obtained  or  of  publish- 
;  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  world,  and  they  have  asked  for  the  action 
licated  in  the  lines  which  I  read. 

during  the  past  two  years  there  have  been  scattered  all  over  the 
lited  States  more  than  a  thousand  gentlemen  engaged  in  making 
5se  observations.  Circulars  were  prepared  and  sent  out  to  all  the 
•ious  stations  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  at  the  request  of  the 
nithological  Union,  of  course  the  expense  being  paid  by  the  Smith- 
lian  Institution,  as  under  the  law  it  had  a  right  to  do;  but  it  is  not 
e  to  go  on  with  the  proper  publication  of  these  results.  A  very 
ge  amount  of  information  has  been  obtained.  All  the  light-house 
jpers  in  the  United  States  and  in  Canada  have  been  instructed  by 
1  proper  department  to  obtain  the  information  desired;  blanks  have 
^n  furnished  them,  and  they  have  made  regular  reports,  and  these 
K)rts  have  come  in  in  very  large  numbers. 

["he  Ornithological  Union  presented  some  weeks  ago  to  Congress  a 
morial  fully  setting  forth  the  work  they  were  doing  and  what  they 

ired  the  Government  to  do  in  the  premises. 

♦  ♦  ♦  *  *  *  * 

?his  matter  was  laid  before  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
ught  to  the  attention  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  Professor 
rd  joined  in  recommending  this  action,  and  of  course  an  appropria- 
1  is  needed.  The  result  has  been  that  authority  to  undertake  this 
estigation  and  the  coinpi]g(joD  of  the  statistics  and  the  data  which 
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an  J>e  furnished  and  will  be  furnished  by  this  union  has  l)een  put 
nto  this  bill,  but  there  has  been  no  incre^ise  of  the  appropriation  for 
he  expenditures  of  the  entomological  division.  Ten  thousand  dol- 
e's was  asked  for  as  being  the  least  sum  that  can  properly  do  this 
^ork.  When  the  bill  passed  the  House  and  the  chief  of  this  divi- 
ion,  Dr.  Riley,  discovered  it,  he  came  to  see  me,  and  not  finding  me, 
rrote  to  me  a  letter,  portions  of  which  I  will  read,  and  from  which 
he  Senate  will  see  that  it  is  necessary  to  increase  this  appropriation 
omewhat;  otherwise  the  work  can  not  be  done  at  all. 

The  Presiding  Officer  (Mr.  G.  F.  Edmunds).  The  question  is  on 
greeing  to  the  amendment  proposed  })y  the  Senator  from  New  York. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
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APPOINTMENT  OF   REGENTS 

By  the  Vice-Presideiit, 
krch  24,  1885— Senate. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks)  appointed  Justin 
I.  Morrill  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
onian  Institution  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service. 

The  Vice-President  appointed  Shelby  M.  Culldm  to  fill  the  vacancy 
[\  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  occasioned  by 
be  expiration  of  the  term  of  Nathaniel  P.  Hill. 

APPOINTMENT  OF   REGENTS 

By  the  Speakei\ 
inuary  12,  188& — House. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  John  G.  Carlisle)  announced  the  appointment 
f  the  following  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution:  Otho  R. 
ingleton,  of  Mississippi,  William  L.  Wilson,  of  West  Virginia, 
Villiam  Walter  Phelps,  of  New  Jersey. 

appointment  of  regents 

By  jamt  resolAitimi. 
ecember  8,  1885 — Senate. 

Mr.  Justin  S.  Morrill  introduced  joint  resolution  (S.  1): 

That  the  existing  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
I  the  class  ** other  than  members  of  Congress**  shall  be  filled  by  the  reappointment 
I  John  Maclean,  of  New  Jersey;  Asa  Gray,  of  Massachusetts;  Henry  Copp^,  of 
ennsylvania;  and  the  appointment  of  Montgomery  C.  Meigs,  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
igton,  vice  William  T.  Sherman,  whose  term  has  expired,  and  who  is  no  longer  a 
tizen  of  Washington. 
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ling  the  position  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  who  is  also 
ember  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  was  that  there  is  to  be  some  very 
lable  improvement  soon  made  in  the  Smithsonian  building,  and 
leral  Meigs  is  an  architect  of  distinguished  reputation  and  his 
ointment  as  a  mem}>er  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  he  living  here  in 
shington,  would  be  eminentl}'  proper.  I  think  he  ought  to  go  on 
b  board.  His  well-known  character  we  thought  was  ample  to  jus- 
the  appointment  without  a  reference  to  a  committee, 
'he  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment. 
Ir.  J.  T.  Morgan.  I  hope  that  the  resolution  will  pass,  although  I 
sider  that  it  is  a  little  hastv  for  us  to  act,  as  the  Senator  from 
isas  has  suggested,  without  the  advice  of  any  conoimittee,  but  I  do 
wish  it  to  }>e  understood  that  I  vote  for  it  on  the  ground  stated  by 
Senator  from  Texas,  that  of  General  Meigs's  architectural  capacity 
ability,  for  if  we  take  the  new  Pension  Office  here  as  a  sample  of 
ind  we  undeitake  in  advance  to  refer  that  to  the  judgment  and 
;e  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  we  shall  make  a  very  wide 
take.  I  shall  vote  for  General  Meigs  because  I  think  he  is  a  scien- 
,  not  because  I  think  he  is  an  architect, 
^assed. 

\mber  18,  1885 — House. 

Ir.  William  L.  Wilson,  of  West  Virginia,  called  up  joint  resolu- 
1  (S.  1).     Adopted. 

mber  26,  1885, 

"iesolvedy  eto.^  That  the  existing  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents 
jhe  Smithsonian  Institution  of  the  class  ^' other  than  members  of 
igress"  shall  be  filled  by  the  reappointment  of  John  Maclean,  of 
N  Jersey;  Asa  Gray,  of  Massac^husetts;  Henry  Copp^e,  of  Penn- 
rania;  and  the  appointment  of  Montgomery  C.  Meigs,  of  the  city 
Washington,  vice  William  T.  Sherman,  whose  term  has  expir^ 
.  who  is  no  longer  a  citizen  of  Washington. 
3tat.,  XXrV,  339.) 

mber  21,  1886— Senate. 

Ir.  Justin  S.  Morrill  introduced  a  joint  resolution  (S.  90)  appoint- 
James  B.  Angell  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith - 
ian  Institution. 

leferred  to  Committee  on  the  Library. 
mber  21,  1886— Senate. 

Ir.  William  J.  Sewell,  from  Committee  on  the  Library,  reported 
}()  favorably. 

esolvedf  etc,,  That  the  existmg  vacancy  m  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  SmithBonian 
itution  of  the  class  ''other  than  members  of  Congress'*  shall  be  filled  by  the 
Dintment  of  James  B.  Angell,  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  in  place  of  John  Maclean, 
isaed. 

Ldopted. 
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mber  22,  1886— House. 

Ir.  Otho  R.  Singleton.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 

3  up  for  present  consideration  the  joint  resolution  (S.  90)  appoint- 

James  B.  Angell  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 

Lan  Institution,   in  the  place  of  one  of  the  regents,  deceased. 

\  board  meets  in  a  few  days,  and  it  is  desirable  that  this  appoint- 

it  should  be  made  without  delay  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

'he  joint  resolution  was  read. 

Ir.  Roger  Q.  Mills.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 

m  Mississippi  [Mr.  Singleton]  why  it  is  necessary  to  name  the 

ointee  in  the  joint  resolution  ? 

Ir.  Singleton,  The  appointment  is  made  by  Congress.     I  will  say 

he  gentleman,  if  he  wishes  the  information,  that  this  appointment 

lade  in  place  of  a  Northern  gentleman,  deceased. 

Ir.  James  H.  Blount.  Can  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  inform 

ivhether  this  is  the  usual  way  of  filling  these  vacancies? 

Ir.  Singleton.  It  is,  sir. 

Ir.  Mills.  We  have  had  considerable  discussion  here  at  different 

es  about  this  question  of  appointment,  and  it  has  been  contended 

t  Congress  has  no  power  to  make  appointments 

Ir.  Clifton  R.  Breckinridge,  of  Arkansas.    The  gentleman  will 

L  that  this  is  the  usual  way  of  making  these  appointments. 

'he  Speaker  (Mr.  John  G.  Carlisle).  Is  there  objection  to  the 

sent  consideration  of  this  joint  resolution  ? 

Ir.  Mills.  I  object,  Mr.  Speaker. 

mr/  8,  1887— House, 

Ir.  O.  R.  Singleton  endeavored  to  call  up  S.  90  appointing  James 
aes  B.  Angell  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Ir.  Hilary  A.  Herbert  insisted  on  the  regular  order. 

ary  8,  1887— House. 

Ir.  O.  R.  Singleton  reported  S.  90  from  the  Conunittee  on  the 
rary. 

has  already  passed  the  Senate  and  meets  the  indorsement  of  the  Committee  on 
Library.  I  will  state  that  they  have  a  meeting  next  Wednesday,  and  it  is 
Drtant  the  vacancy  on  the  Board  should  be  filled  before  that  time. 

Ldopted. 
far/  19,  1887. 

ieaolved^  etc, ,  That  the  existing  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
ithsonian  In3titution  of  the  class  ''other  than  members  of  Congress," 
11  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  James  B.  Angell,  of  the  State  of 
'.higan,  in  place  of  John  Maclean,  deceased. 
3tet.,  XXIV,  644.) 
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INTEBNATIONAL  EXCHANOES. 
ctober  7,  1885, 

October  7, 188S. 

Sir:  On  the  7th  of  March,  1884,  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  as  follows: 

After  overcoming  many  obstacles,  the  Smithsonian  system  of  exchange  has  now. 
een  placed  upon  a  most  satisfactory  basis,  the  only  difficulty  of  any  magnitude  yet 
^maining  being  inability  on  the  part  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  as  the  Grovem- 
lent  intermediary,  to  secure  the  entire  fruits  of  the  wise  provision  of  Congress  in  the 
ay  of  fifty  copies  of  each  and  every  public  document  for  exchange  purposes,  and  to 
lis  extent  the  system  is  yet  imperfect.  In  the  absence  of  strict  compliance  with  the 
ipulation  that  all  works  published  by  the  United  States — its  Congress,  Executive 
Apartments,  bureaus,  etc.  [be  furnished  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  50  copies 
su;h  of  the  three  distinct  series,  as  si)ecified  in  the  acts  of  March  2, 1867.  and  July 
),  1868] — the  Institution  can  hardly  exact  from  foreign  Governments  that  have 
Qtered  into  an  International  Exchange  Alliance  copies  of  everything  they  respec- 
vely  issue. 

I  would  therefore  ask  you,  respectfully,  to  consider  the  several  enactments  upon  the 
ibject  of  international  exchange,  and  that  such  supplementary  legislation  be  pro- 
ided  as  will  enable  us  to  surmount  the  difl&culty  referred  to. 

In  referring  to  the  communication  above  quoted,  I  beg  respectfully  to  state  that  it 
B[ain  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  as  the  agent  for  Grovemment 
lechanges  (under  appointment  of  Congressional  act  of  March  2,  1867),  to  suggest  a 
3view  by  the  Library  Committee  of  the  several  enactments  upon  the  subject  of 
itemational  exchange,  to  the  end  that  such  additional  legislation  may  be  provided 
i  will  render  the  Institution  able  to  enforce  strict  compliance,  on  the  part  of  the 
liblic  Printer  and  the  various  Departments  and  bureaus  of  the  Government,  with 
le  order  of  Oongiix^  th*^t  '*^\  works  published  by  the  United  States  of  America, 
'hether  by  its  Congress,  its  Executive  Departments,  or  its  bureaus,  and  whether 
rinted  at  the  Public  Printing  Office  or  elsewhere,  be  furnished  to  the  Smithsonian 
tistitution  in  50  copies  each  of  the  three  distinct  series,  as  si)ecified  in  the  acts  of 
[arch  2,  1867,  and  July  25,  1868,  and  without  which  the  Grovemment  of  the  United 
tates,  through  the  Library  of  Congress,  will  fail  to  reap  the  full  benefit  of  that  oom- 
lete  exchange  which  was  intended  and  desired  when  the  Ajnerican  Congress  first 
xhibited  its  enlightened  liberality  in  the  wise  provision  for  an  exchange  of  the 
rnited  States  official  publications  for  those  of  other  nations. 

I  inclose  some  memoranda  necessary  for  your  information  and  guidance  in  con- 
ection  with  any  new  legislation  that  your  committee,  in  its  wisdom,  may  deem 
roper  to  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spbncer  F.  Baird,  Secretary. 

Hon.  John  Sherman, 

Chairman  Joint  Library  Committee  of  Congress^  United  Slates  Senate. 

EMORANDA  TO  ACCOMPANY  LETTER  FROM  SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION  OF  OCTOBER 
7,  1885,  TO  HON.  JOHN  SHERMAN,  CHAIRMAN  JOINT  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE  OF  CON- 
ORESS. 

On  the  2d  day  of  March,  1867,  Congress  passed  the  foUowing  resolution  (Stat,  vol. 
4,  p.  573): 

*  *  Resolved  by  Oie  Senate  and  House  of  HepresentaHves  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
ingress  assembled^  That  50  copies  of  all  documents  hereafter  printed  by  order  of 
ither  House  of  Congress,  and  50  copies  additional  of  all  documents  printed  in  excess 
i  the  usual  number,  together  with  50  copies  of  each  publication  issued  by  any 
department  or  bureau  of  the  Government,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Joint 
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.  the  Library,  who  shall  exchange  the  same,  through  the  agency  of  the 
institution,  for  such  works  published  in  foreign  countries,  and  especially 
vemmentfi,  as  may  be  deemed  by  said  committee  an  equivalent;  said 
eposited  in  the  Library  of  Congress.'* 

tion  provides,  as  plainly  and  distinctly  expressed,  for  three  times  50 
lin  official  publications,  or  rather  for  50  copies  each  of  three  different 
»ue8  into  which  the  publications  of  the  United  States  Government  may 

gressional  issue,  consisting  of  series  of  journals,  reports  of  committees, 
documents,  and  executive  documents, 
lual  reports  of  the  Executive  Departments  and  bureaus  of  the  Govem- 

emoirs,  monographs,  and  special  reports  published  by  the  Executive 
and  bureaus  of  the  Government. 

•  issue,  the  Congressional  series,  the  usual  number  printed  is,  as  pre- 
tion  3792,  Revised  Statutes,  "Fifteen  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  any 
iered  by  Congress."  *  *  *  (Increased  this  to  1900,  which  includes 
its  for  distribution  by  the  Congressional  Library  and  for  exchange  in 
;ries.)  Section  3799  provides  that:  "Of  the  documents  printed  by 
jr  House  of  Congress  there  shall  be  printed  and  bound  50  additional 

purpose  of  exchange  in  foreign  countries.'* 

issue  is  formed  by  the  "extra copies"  ordered  to  t>e  printe<l  by  Congress 

the  usual  number,  and  represents  the  annual  reports  of  the  Exeimtive 
and  bureaus  of  the  Government,  reports  of  foreign  affairs,  commerce 
n,  commercial  relations,  etc.,  and  as  such  form  each  an  independent 
tmment  publications. 

this  issue  section  3796  Revised  Statutes  provides,  "The  Congressional 
when  so  directed  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  print  in  addi- 
aal  number  either  50  or  100  copies,  as  he  may  be  directed,  of  all  docu- 
l  by  either  House  of  Congress  or  by  any  Department  or  bureau  of  the 


ti 


No.  72,  second  session  Fortieth  Congress  (approved  July  25,  1868)  — a 
cany  into  effect  the  resolution  approved  March  2,  1867,  providing  for 

of  certain  public  documents — specifies: 

Congressional  Printer,  whenever  he  shall  be  so  directed  by  the  Joint 
1  the  Library,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  print  50  copies,  in  addi- 
egular  number,  of  all  documents  hereafter  printed  by  order  of  either 
gress  or  by  order  of  any  Department  or  bureau  of  the  Government,  and 
shall  be  so  directed  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  100  copies 
Edl  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  in  excess  of  the  usual  number; 
copies  to  be  delivered  to  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  to  be  exchanged, 
pection  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  as  provided  by  joint 
proved  March  2,  1867." 

series  (the  memoirs,  monographs  or  special  reports  published  by  the 
partmentfi  and  bureaus  of  the  Government)  is  provided  for  by  section 
re)  joint  resolution  No.  72  (second  session  Fortieth  Congress,  approved 
) — a  resolution  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolution  approved  March  2, 
ig  for  the  exchange  of  certain  public  documents — ^as  follows: 
''uriher  resolvedy  That  50  copies  of  each  publication  printed  under  the 
ny  Department  or  bureau  of  the  Government,  whether  at  the  Congres- 
g  Office  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  plaoe<l  at  the  di8i>osal  of  the  Joint  Corn- 
Library,  to  carry  out  the  provision  of  said  resolution." 

to  this  resolution  becoming  a  law,  the  Hon.  E.  D.  Morgan,  Chairman 
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)t  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  Public 
Mnter,  J.  D.  Def rees,  esq. : 

**  Washington,  D.  C,  Odoher  24^  1S6S, 

**1  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  resolution  of 
/ongress  inclosed,  approved  July  25,  1868,  and  to  request  that  the  50  copies  of  all 
locuments  now  being  printed  and  hereafter  to  be  printed  at  the  Congressional  Print- 
ng  Office,  whether  by  order  of  either  House  of  Congress'or  any  of  the  Departments 
T  bureaus  of  the  Government,  be  furnisheil  by  you,  as  fast  as  each  edition  is  printed 
nd  bound,  to  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  specified  in  the  resolution. 

"I  would  also  request  that  of  the  Patent  Office  report  and  Agricultural  report  now 
»eing  printed  100  copies  additional  (or  150  copies  in  all)  be  delivered  to  the  Libra- 
ian  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

"In  behalf  op  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Libraky." 

September  22,  1869,  the  Librarian  of  Congress  addressed  the  Public  Printer  on  the 
ubject  of  books  required  by  law  for  the  international  exchange  of  official  docu- 
nents,  as  follows: 

"  Washington,  D.  C,  September  £S^  1869. 

'*  Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  provisions  of  the  resolution  of  Con- 
;ress,  approved  July  25,  1368,  requiring  the  Congressional  Printer  to  furnish  to  the 
ibrarian  of  Congress  50  copies  of  all  documents,  printed  under  whatever  authority, 
or  the  purpose  of  exchanging  the  same  for  the  publications  of  foreign  GovemmentSy 
irhich  are  to  be  deposited  in  this  Library. 

"The  official  direction  from  the  chairman  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library 
0  print  and  deliver  these  documents  required  by  the  resolution  was  communicated 
0  your  predecessor,  Mr.  J.  D.  Defrees,  on  the  24th  of  October,  1868.  (See  letter  of 
Ion.  £.  D.  Morgan,  chairman,  of  that  date. )  The  only  reply  received  was  a  verbal 
»ne  from  Mr.  Defrees  to  the  undersigned  that  the  documents  should  be  regularly 
orwarded,  and  that  the  150  copies  (50  regular  and  100  extra)  of  the  Agricultural  and 
^tent  Office  reports  for  1867,  then  on  the  press,  would  also  be  supplied.  Not  having 
eceived  any  documents  whatever  under  this  act  of  Congress,  and  the  purpose  of  the 
ame  being  to  enrich  the  Library  with  as  large  a  number  and  variety  of  the  docu- 
Qents  of  foreign  Governments  as  can  be  procured  in  exchange  for  our  own,  you  are 
equested  to  have  placed  at  my  disposal  50  copies  of  each  book,  pamphlet,  circular, 
irmy  order,  or  other  publication,  by  whatever  authority  printed,  and  100  copies 
dditional  of  all  documents  printed  in  excess  of  the  usual  number,  to  enable  me  to 
any  out  the  resolution  of  Congress  referred  to.'* 

And  again,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the  Public  Printer,  the  following 
ommunication  was  addressed  to  that  officer  September  30, 1869: 

**  Washington,  D.  C,  September  SO ^  1869. 

''In  reference  to  the  documents,  not  of  Congress,  but  of  the  Departments  and 
>ureaus  of  the  Government,  of  which  50  copies  are  required  by  resolution  of  Con- 
;re8S  to  be  furnished  to  the  Library  for  international  exchange,  I  have  to  say  that 
II  such  documents  as  are  printed  at  the  public  expense  (with  the  single  exception  of 
printed  instructions  or  confidential  official  communications)  are  important  and  will 
properly  be  furnished.  The  foreign  Governments  with  which  the  exchanges  are 
oade  furnish  us  with  great  fullness  the  specially  printed  documents  they  print  in 
flch  department  of  their  public  service,  and  it  is  desired  to  make  a  return  in  kind." 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  Public  Printer  to  comply  with  those  portions  of  the 
Etw  relating  to  the  second  and  third  series  of  the  United  States  official  publications — 
he  annual  reports  of  the  Executive  Departments  and  bureaus  of  the  Government 
nd  the  memoirs,  monographs,  and  special  reports  published  by  the  Executive 
>epartments  and  bureaus  of  the  Government  (although  occasionally  some  few  of  the 
rorks  of  these  classes  have  been  received) — a  circular  letter  was  addressed  by  the 
imithsonian  Institution  on  the  15th  of  February,  1884,  to  all  the  Departments  and 
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:  the  Grovemmcnt  soliciting  cooperation,  in  compliance  with  tljio  existing 
lable  the  Institution,  as  agent  of  the  Grovemment,  to  carry  out  the  provi- 
he  Congressional  resolutions.  Among  the  replies  receivefl,  that  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  says:  **I  have  ventured  to  suggest  to  the  Joint  Com- 
the  Library  the  desirability  of  a  permanent  provision  for  the  printing  of 
ired  copies." 

ed  to  tbo  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  of  Febru- 
is  a  list  of  the  more  important  documents  not  furnished  to  the  Smithso- 
tution,  although  they  are  embraced  in  the  series  intended  by  Congress  for 
purposes. 

the  documents  not  furnished  by  the  Public  Printer  may  again  be  men- 
!  following,  assuming  series  1  (the  Congressional  issue)  to  l)e  complete  as 
-although  even  therein  are  many  deficiencies: 

^ — ^Tho  annual  reports  of  the  Executive  Departments  anfl  bun^us  of  the 
jnt,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying  such  reports.  (Sec.  3796,  Rev. 
resolution  No.  72,  second  session.  Fortieth  Congress. ) 
T. — ^The  memoirs,  monographs,  or  special  reports  published  by  the  Execu- 
rtments  or  bureaus  of  the  Government,  whether  printed  at  the  (rovem- 
ting  Office  or  elsewhere.    (Sec.  2,  resolution  No.  72,  setn^nd  session.  Fortieth 

) 

t  series  (comprises  among  many  others  the  following  valuable  publications: 
ce — 

il  Gazette:  Thirty-two  volumes  publishe<l. 

ications  and  drawings:  Two  hundred  volumes  published  since  1872. 
th  of  Industrial  Art:  Two  volumes,  folio.  Of  this  last  named  work  only 
copies  were  printe<l,  although  the  law  (Sec.  2,  resolution  No.  72,  second 
ion,  Fortieth  Congress;  Stat.,  vol.  15,  p.  261)  distinctly  provides  that 
)  copies  of  each  publication  *  *  »  whether  at  the  Congressional  Print- 
Office  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Joint  Committee." 

ogical  Survey — 

tins:  Twenty-four  numbers  issued. 

graphs:  Eight  volumes  issued;  only  Volume  II  an<l  atlas  received.  A  let- 
was  addressed  to  the  Director  of  the  Survey  February  15, 1884,  ('laiming  50 
ies  of  all  the  publications  of  that  offi(;e  for  exchange  purpot^es  imder  the 
In  reply  the  Director  stated,  February  26,  1884:  "Under  the  law  of 
rch  2,  1867,  50  copies  of  everything  published  by  us  should  be  sent  to  the 
rary  of  Congress  and  thence  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  by  the  Public 
iter,  and  such  copies  are  reserved  for  that  purpose  and  do  not  come  into 
possession.  Under  the  statute  relating  to  the  publication  of  the  mono- 
ihs  of  the  Creological  Survey  it  would  l>e  impossible  to  spare  any  copies 
Q  the  3,000  received  by  this  office,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  necessary  for  the 
vey  to  render  an  account  of  its  publications,  either  as  sold,  exchanged,  or 
iiand." 

iw  cited  before,  setting  aside  50  copies  for  exchange  purposes,  woulfl  fully 
ify  the  Director  of  the  Survey  to  furnish  the  50  copies  as  nxjuire*!  by  the 
(sec.  2,  resolution  No.  72,  second  session  Fortieth  Congress)  and  chai^ge 
same  as  exchanges,  provided  for  by  law. 

irvey — 

ibutions  to  North  American  Ethnology:  Only  volumt«  1,  3,  and  4  received. 
^B  ** Proof  Sheets"  of  North  American  Languages:  Of  this  only  100  copies 
e  printed,  and  the  designation  "proof  sheets"  is  evidently  a  misnomer. 
I  work  is  prefaced  by  the  author  as  well  as  by  Major  Powell,  w^ho  calls  the 
k  "a  volume."     Said  volume  (proof  sheets)  is  printed  on  both  sides  of  the 
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paper,  is  imaged  ooiiserutively,  is  indexiHl,  bound,  and  provide<l  with  an  appen- 
dix, and  from  theHo  considt'rationH  oonstituWH  a  volume,  but  not ' '  proof  sheets." 
It  was  pubUsheci — to  form,  aftor  Ixnng  ruvitiodand  reprinted,  the  tenth  volume 
of  the  ContributioiiH  to  North  American  Ethnology — at  public  expense,  printed 
at  the  <TOvt'mment  Printing  OflBice,  hence  it  should  come  under  the  law  [aec 
2  (resolutiouH  to  carry  into  effet't  the  n^wolution  approved  March  2,  1867,  for 
the  exchange  of  certain  public  document«i)  of  resolution  No.  72,  second  session 
Fortieth  Congress]  which  directs  that  50  cropies  should  be  furnished  for  inter- 
national exchanges. 

Ih  Cenmiit  of  tlie  United  Statrs — 

Monographs:  Not  one  single  volume  of  these  ha»«been  recH^ived  under  Section  III 
of  the  Government  publications,  as  prescribeil  ]>y  law. 

I  Commission — 

Bulletins:  Volumes  1— i. 

p  Department — 

Consular  r(jjx)rt«:  There  are  now  published  more  than  50  of  these  reports,  but 
only  the  lirst  22  have  l)een  receive*!  for  international  exchanges. 

iicdfions  of  the  OxuU  and  Geodetic  Sun^etj — 

Nothing  recreived. 

mean  and  Foreign  Clairnn  (hmmimon — 

French,  Haiti,  Sjiain,  Alaltama,  etc.,  of  neither  of  which  one  single  work  has 
Ixifcn  rec^iviMl,  and  in  fai^t  all  the  pnblicntions  of  the  Departments  and  Bureaus 
<^f  the  Government  as  indepen<lent  sc»ries,  although  they  may  have  been  fur- 
nished as  Congressional  (misi^ellaneous)  documents,  which,  however,  consti- 
tute a  distinct  stories  in  themselves. 

ch  15,  1886, 

convention  b(»tween  the  United  States,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Italy,  Por- 

^1,  Serbia,  Spain,  and  Switzerland  for  the  international  exchange. 

official  documents,  scientific  and  litemry  publications,  concluded  at 

iissels  March  15,  1886. 

See  Ratification  by  the  President,  July  19,  1888,  and  Proclamation 

the  President,  January  15,  1889.) 

Stat.  XXV,  1465.) 
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INTERNATIONAL    EXCJHANOES — ESTIMATES. 

amber  7,  1885 — House. 

Estimates  for  1887. 

A>r  expenses  of  the  system  of  international  exchanges  l)etween  the 
itcd  States  and  foreign  countries,  under  the  direction  of  the  Smith- 
lian  Institution,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary 
ployees,  $10,000. 

Tot  payment  to  Smithsonian  Institution  for  freight  on  Observatoiy 
Plications  sent  to  foreign  countries,  $136. 

ember  9,  1886— House. 

>:stunate8  for  1888. 

Tot  expenses  of  the  system  of  international  exchanges  between  the 
ited  States  and  foreign  countries,  including  salaries  or  compensa- 
Q  of  all  necessary  employees,  $15,000. 

ii/TK. — The  business  of  exchanges  lias  inerease<l  during  the  last  year  fully  33  per 
t,  and  since  the  appropriation  was  first  established  at  $10,000)  50  per  cent. 
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f  10,  1887. 

letter  of  S.  F.  Baircl,  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
late  Committee  on  Appropriations: 

expenses  of  the  system  of  international  exchanges  between  the  United  States 
reign  countries,  including  salarieis  or  compensation  of  all  necessary  employees, 
10,000  to  $12,500;  original  estimate,  $15,000. 

rring  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  Committee  on  Appropriations,  I  have  not 
for  the  full  amount  of  the  estimates,  but  have  reduced  them  to  the  lowest  sum 
think  can  be  made  to  do  justice  to  the  service  in  question;  nor  have  I  asked 
)  renewal  of  items  that  have  been  omitted  entirely. 

2,1886— Senate. 

.  William  J.  Sewell,  from  Committer  on  the  Library,  reported  an 

dment  to  the  legislative  bill  for  1887: 

the  expenses  of  exchanging  public  documents  for  the  publicatiouH  of  foreign 
imento,  $2,000. 

>  final  action  was  taken.) 

INTERNATIONAL   EXCHANGES — APPROPRIATIONS. 

I  1886 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  18S7. 

)rary  of  Congress:  For  expenses  of  exchanging  public  doi^uments 

ijB  publications  of  foreign  Governments,  $1,600. 

at.  XXIV,  177.) 

lis  pays  one  clerk  at  $900  and  one  clerk  at  $600.) 

val  Observatory:  For  payment  to  Smithsonian  Institution  for 

bt  on  Observatory  publications  sent  to  foreign  countries,  $186. 

at.  XXIV,  198.)*^ 

tent  Office:  For  purchase  of  books  for  the  scientific  library  and 

ises  of  transporting  publications  of  patents  issued  by  the  Patent 

3,  to  foreign  Governments,  $3,000. 

at.  XXIV,  201.) 

<  1886. 

Sundrv  civil  act  for  1887. 

r  expenses  of  the  system  of  international  exchanges  lietween  the 

»d  States  and  foreign  countries,  under  the  direction  of  the  Smith- 

n  Institution,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessar}' 

oyees,  $10,000. 

at,  XXIV,  236.) 

ir  Department:  For  the  transportation  of  reports  and  maps  to 

^  countries,  through  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $100. 

at,  XXIV,  249.) 

3,  1887. 

Simdrv  <;ivil  act  for  1888. 

w 

r  ex|)enses  of  the  syst<Mn  of  international  exchanges  between  the 
id  States  and  foi*eigii  countries,  under  thii  direction  of  the  Smith- 
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Ionian  Institution,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary 
>mployees,  $12,000. 

(Stat,  XXIV,  523.) 

War  Det)artment:  For  the  transportation  of  reports  and  maps  to 
breign  countries,  through  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $100. 

(Stat.,  XXIV,  636.) 

farcA  5,  1887. 

Legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  act  for  1888. 

Library  of  Congress:  For  expenses,  of  exchanging  public  documents 
:or  the  publications  of  foreign  governments,  $1,600. 

(Stat.,  XXIV,  600.) 

(This  pays  one  clerk  at  $900  and  one  clerk  at  $600.) 

Naval  Observatory:  For  payment  to  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
Teight  on  Observatory  publications  sent  to  foreign  countries,  $136. 

(Stat.,  XXIV,  621.) 

SMITHSONIAN   BUILDING — ESTIMATES. 


)ec9mber  7,  1885 — House. 


I«}8tiinateu  fur  1887. 


For  urgent  and  necessary  repairs  to  the  central  and  western  portions 

>f  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $6,000. 

)ecember9,  1886 — House. 

Estimates  for  1888. 

For  urgent  and  necessary  repairs  to  the  central  and  western  portions 

)f  the  Smithsonian  Institution  building,  $16,000. 

lecember  11,  1886, 

Ion.  8.  J.  Randall, 

Chairman  House  (JommiUee  on  AppropriaHonn. 

Sib:  I  beg.to  explain  in  reference  to  the  estimate  for  fireproofing  a  portion  of  the 
Smithsonian  building  that  this  is  strictly  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  property 
d  the  United  States  which  is  exhibited  therein.  The  alcoholic  collection  of  reptiles, 
Ishes,  marine  invertebrates,  etc.,  are  all  in  and  adjacent  to  this  range,  which  is  very 
iombustible,  so  that  should  fire  break  out  it  would  not  only  bum  out  the  building, 
)ut  destroy  a  very  valuable  portion  of  the  National  Museum. 

The  Smithsonian  building  was  originally  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  Smithsonian 
und  and  completed  about  1866,  after  which  it  was  occupied  almost  exclusively  by 
md  for  the  Museum,  only  the  eastern  range  and  wing  1)eing  devoted  to  other  pur- 
K)ses.  O^ngress  has  little  by  little  made  the  necessary  appropriationfl  for  flreproof- 
ng  the  defective  portions  of  the  building,  and  the  appropriation  asked  for  praotiGally 
jompletes  the  work. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution  unfortunately  has  no  funds  for  doing  such  unusual 

tnd  special  work,  its  income  being  all  required  for  the  established  routine  of  its  active 

operations.    The  balance  on  hand  June,  1885,  was  simply  the  amount  available  for 

arrying  on  the  Institution  for  the  following  six  months. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 

Secretary  SmUhsonian  IngHtutiofi. 
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SMITHSONIAN   BUILDIMU — ^APPROPRIATIONS. 

3.  1887. 

Sundry  civil  act  for  ISBS. 

r  ui^nt  and  necessary  repairs  to  central  and  western  portions  of 
mithsoaian  Institution  building,  tl5,000. 
at,  XXIV,  513.) 

BUREAU   OP  RTHNOUMIY— KSTIMATES. 
btf  7,  tSSS—HouM. 


r  the  purpose  of  continuing  ethnological  researches  among  the 
lican  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
n  Institution,  including  Halarien  or  compensatictii  of  all  neu^ssary 
oyees,  $50,000. 
bw  0,  1886— HouM. 

EHtimab^  for  18S8. 

r  the  purpose  of  continuing  ethnological  researches  among  the 
rican  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  tht>  Smith- 
n  Institution,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary 
oyees,  *50,000. 

BUREAU   OP   ETHNOLOGY — APPROPRIATIONS. 


Suodry  nv\\  art  for  1H87. 

r  the  purpose  of  continuing  cthnolc^ical  re.qearchca  among  the 
rican  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
n  Institution,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary 
oyees,  H0,000. 
at./XXIV,  237.) 
a,  1887. 

Sundry  civil  ant  for  1886. 

r  the  purpose  of  continuing  ethnological  researches  among  the 
rican  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
n  Institution,  including  salaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary 
oyees,  $iO,000. 
at,  XXIV,  52i.) 

BUREAU   OP    FINE    ARTS. 

bw  10.  188B~Smatt. 

:  Wilkinson  Call  introduced  a  bill  (S.  450): 

t  there  be,  and  ig  bereby,  ci«ate«l   >n  the  SmithHonisii  Inetitntion  a  bnrean 

the  Bureau  of  the  Fine  Arts,  thu   nluIll^;«meDt  of  which  is  intnuted  to  the 

ary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institotjon. 
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Sbi\  2.  That  the  puriM>8e  and  dutiefl  of  thin  Bureau  nhull  Im«  to  aid  in  the  develop- 
nent  of  the  fine  arts  in  the  Beveral  States  and  Territorii'H  of  the  UniU'il  States,  by  the 
reproduction,  for  the  UHe  of  art  Hchoola  and  at^adeniies,  of  (aists  of  ntatuary  and  other 
)bjects  used  in  giving  instruction  in  art;  by  preparing  and  distributing  plans  for  the 
instruction  of  buildings  an<l  the  adaption  of  rooms  suitable  for  use  as  art  schoola, 
with,  printed  plans  for  the  oi^ganization  of  various  grades  of  art;  academies  and 
classes;  by  causing  to  be  held  annually  in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  a  pab- 
ic  exhibition  of  works  of  art,  o|>en  to  all  dtwiring  to  exhibit,  in  which  the  fairest 
possible  opportunity  for  exposition  sliall  be  afforde<l  all  (H>ntributors;  and  by  the 
publication  of  an  annual  register  containing  an  acx^ount  of  new  discoveries,  inven- 
ions,  and  methods  of  instruction  useful  to  students  of  art,  together  with  a  report  of 
he  progress  of  the  fine  arts  in  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  reproductions  and  publications  of  the  Bureau  shall  l)e  distributed 
unong  institutions  of  art,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  may  establish. 

Sbc.  4.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  provide  suitable 
quarters  for  the  holding  of  the  annual  art  exhibition. 

Sbc.  5.  That  for  the  purix)se  of  carrying  on  the  oi>erations  of  this  Bureau  there  be, 
md  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  1886,  the  sum  of 
^ ,  to  l)e  i>aid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 


iry  not  otherwise  appn)priatetl,  and  expende<l  undi»r  the  dire(;tion  of  the  Secretary 
)f  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

RefoiTcd  to  C>)nmiittoe  on  the  Library. 


NELSON  S    REPORT   ON    ALASKA. 
hinuary  18,  1886— House, 

Mr.  Richard  W.  Townshend  intro<luced  a  concurrent  resolution 
bo  print  report«  of  E.  W.  Nelson  and  L.  W.  Turner  on  Alaska. 
Referred. 

lanuary  20,  1886— Senate. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Manderson  introduced  a  concurrent  resolution  to  print 
(kelson's  report  on  Alaska. 

Referred. 

Way  25,  1886— Senate. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hawley,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
favorably  a  concurrent  resolution  referred  to  that  committee: 

Raolvedf  elc,  That  the  report  on  Alaska,  by  E.  W.  Nelson,  be  printed,  with  the 
necessary  illustrations,  and  that  4,000  additional  copies  be  printed,  of  which  1,000 
x)pies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  2,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  House  of 
Elepresentatives,  and  1,000  copies  for  distribution  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer  of  the  United  States  Army. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  John  Sherman).  The  question  is 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  William  B.  Allison.  I  see  that  the  resolution  includes  an 
Bippropriation  for  the  necessary  illustrations.  1  should  be  glad  to  be 
informed  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Hawley.  I  was  about  to  state  (the  inquiry  is  perfectly  proper) 
that  this  is  one  of   the  two  reports  sanctioned  by  the  Smithsonian 
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nation,  reports  made  by  officei*s  of  the  Sigrfal  Servic^c  unc^er  sci- 
c  instruction  from  the  Smithsonian.  Professor  Baird  plac*.es  a 
high  estimate  upon  them.  One  of  them  has  been  ordered  to  be 
ed  by  the  Senate.  This  one  costs  but  $1,500  for  the  whole 
►er,  the  regular  number  and  the  additional  copies.  There  are 
illustrations,  but  not  expensive  ones. 

.  P.  B.  Plumb.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Senator  from  Connecti- 
:  anybody  in  connection  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution  writes 
ling  which  is  not  printed  at  public  expense? 
'.  Hawley.  That  is  an  indefinite  question.  I  am  unable  to  answer, 
pose  whatever  they  write  that  is  valuable  gets  printed  either  by 
own  funds  or  by  the  vote  of  Congress. 

.  PLUMii.  The  question  as  to  whether  it  is  valuable,  I  think,  if 
ittcd  to  the  ordinary  test  applied  to  the  emanations  of  other  peo- 
vould  probably  be  decided  against  the  value  of  the  work  that  is 
shed.  I  do  not  know  myself  of  any  person  in  Government 
3y,  except  Senators  and  Membei's  of  Congress,  who  have  a  right 
ite  anything  they  please  and  have  it  printed  at  the  Government 
ing  Office.  I  should  like  to  he>ar  of  any})ody  else.  If  any  per- 
nows  of  anyone  who  is  authorized  thus  to  inflict  upon  the  taxing 
r  of  the  people  what  he  has  to  say,  I  should  like  to  hear  of  it. 
B  President  pro  tempore.  The  question  is  on  agreeing  to  the 
ition. 
e  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

^  laae^House. 
3sed. 

turner's   RBI*0RT   on  AL.ASKA. 

•/  20,  f 886— Senate. 

.  C.  F.  Manderson  introduced  a  concurrent  resolution  to  print 

t  of  L.  M.  Turner  on  Alaska. 

ferred. 

r/  10,  1886Senate. 

.  Joseph  R.  Hawley,  from  Committee  on  Printing,  reported  a 
irrent  resolution: 

Ivedy  etCf  That  the  rei)ort  on  Alaska,  by  L.  M.  TumtT,  Ik.i  printtnl  with  the 
ary  ilhistratione,  and  tliat  4,000  additional  copies  l)e  printer!,  of  which  1,000 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  2,000  copies  for  the  ut*e  of  the  House  of 
Ksntatives,  anrl  1,000  copies  for  distribution  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief 
Ofl&cer  of  the  United  States  Amiv. 

a  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.   John  Sherman).  Is  there  objec- 

»  the  present  consideration  of  the  resolution? 

.  Preston  B.  Plumb.    I  object. 

3  President  pro  teiiip>ore.  The  Senator  from  Kansas  objects  to 

resent  consideration  of   the  resolution,  and  it  j^oes  over  under  the 
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r.^IlAWLEY.  Will  the  S(>imtor  let  inc  Htat*>  the  reasons  that  led  the 
mittec  to  make  a  favorable  roix)rt  and  then  interpose  his  objection? 
[r.  Plumb.  Certainly. 

[r.  Ha^t.ey.  The  rei^orts  which  the  committee  has  recommended 
>e  printed  were  made  hy  two  officers  of  the  Signal  Bureau  who 

0  sent  to  Alaska  upon  that  service,  but  for  certain  scientific  pur- 
'^^  wereplai*ed  under  the  ordei*s  and  instructions  of  Prof essor  Baird. 

first  prejudice  of  the  oommitt<»e  was  against  printing  such  things, 
it  has  happened  before  that  when  gentlemen,  i)erhaps  well  qualified, 
li  stationed  in  simibir  places  they  busiinl  themselves  at  odd  hours 

1  scientific  studies  and  made  reports  whicih  they  considered  very 
Lublc  and  interesting,  as  |>erhaps  they  were,  and  then  were  very 
»itious  to  have  the  (loveriunent  print  them.     We  were  inclined  at 

to  put  these  re|>orts  into  that  gen(»nil  class,  l)ut  I  send  to  the  desk 
ave  read  a  letter  of  Professor  Baird  (^onc43rning  them. 

Smithsonian  Institution, 
\yaM?ihi(jtonf  ]>.  A,  January  10 y  18S6. 
V.  I  have  llic  honor  td  ut'kiiowle<ljsi*  y<.»ur  letter  of  .Tnuuary  15,  in  reference  to 
reportH  u]>on  the  naturul  histiiry  and  ethnulogy  nf  nortliweeitem  AUiska,  made 
[esHTH.  K.  W.  NelHon  and  L.  ^I.  Turner,  meteorological  obnerverH  in  that  country 
10  Signal  Service.  Wv  tlie  coiirtcHy  <»f  tlie  Signal  Ofrure  the  natural  history  labora 
K«e  gentlemen  were  ]iroHi;cute<l  under  the  dire<*tion  of  the  Sniithflonian  Institu- 
whicli  funiiHluMl  iuHtnictionri  and  tlie  n(H'e»8ary  material  fur  the  Hame,  while  the 
rtH  of  tlufHc  gentlemen  were  preparetl  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  with  the 
tance  of  the  (rolla)M>rat^)rH  of  the  National  Museum. 

im,  therefon',  quite  reiniy  tn  »ay  that  the  n^iults  obtained  are  of  exceptional 
est  and  value,  an  furniHhing  the  only  acrurate  and  ndiable  information  at  our 
nand  u|Mjn  the  vegetal )le,  annual,  and  mineral  resounds  of  the  region,  the  pro- 
iveiu^s  and  chanu'ter  of  Xhv.  noil,  and  other  ]MjintM  of  great  practicral  interest  in 
eotion  with  the  futun;  of  that  irountrv.     Detaile<.l  notes  of  ob6er\'atioiis  of  their 

w 

ta  and  life  characteriHtii'S  wen^  ?*ecure<l  by  these  gentlemen,  with  (^collections  of 

mens  in  such  gri.'at  magnituile  and  vanety  i\»  to  have  made  the  National  Museum 

ininent  by  their  |K»$ses8ion. 

ic  publication  of  thewi*  report.n  in  therefore  (extremely  denirable,  as  representing 

»nly  detailed  and  extendi^d  iiifonuation  at  our  command  of  a  large  n^on  belong- 

o  the  UnittHl  State**. 

Very  n.>Hi)ei!tfully, 

Spengbr  F.  Baird. 
II.  AV.  ]i.   1L\ZKN,  Chit/  Shjiitil  Offiar. 

U,  1886— Senate. 
iissed. 

18,  1886— House. 
eceived  and  referred. 
23,  1886— House. 

Iv.  John  M.  Fakqltiiau,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  submit- 
a  report  (II.  3000)  to  accompiny  Senute  concurrent  resolution 
fiinuiirv  20 : 

ho  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  the  accompany- 
Senate  concurrent  resolution,  providing  for  printing  the  report  on 
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I,  by  L.  M.  Turner,  respectfully  report  the  same  back  to  the 

,  and  recommend  its  passage. 

value  of  the  report  recommended  to  be  printed  is  evidenced  by 

3ial  communication  from  Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird,  of  the  Smith- 
Institution. 

i  Senate  proc»,eedings,  February  10, 1886.] 
estimated  cost  of  printing  the  4,000  (*.opies  and  illustrations  is 

>. 

miitted  to  Conunittee  of  the  Whole. 
f88e— House. 

John  M.  Fabquhar  c»alled  up  Senate  concurrent  resolution 
rt  H.  3060)  providing  for  the  printing  of  the  report  on  Alaska, 
M.  Turner. 
S.  J.  Randall.  I  would  like  to  know  the  cost  of  printing  this 

I* 

Farquhar.  I  ask  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  read, 
report  (by  Mr.  Farquhar)  was  read. 
'•  House  proceedings,  June  23,  1886.) 

R.  W.  Dunham.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
[Mr.  Farquhar]  why  it  is  necessary  to  furnish  the  Signal  Office 
,000  copies  of  this  report. 

Farquhar.  In  cases  of  this  kind  there  is  a  general  distribution, 
indently  of  the  copies  given  to  the  Senate  and  House,  to  all  these 
.fie  departments.  Very  often  Members  and  Senators,  after 
3ting  their  own  reports,  can  only  obtain  copies  by  sending  to 
the  Departments  (as,  for  instance,  in  this  case  the  Signal  Office) 
y  overplus  copies  that  may  be  at  command.  This  is  the  plan,  I 
stand,  now  adopted,  in  lieu  of  the  old  system  of  laying  by  vol- 
for  sale.  The  surplus  copies  are  put  at  the  disposal  of  the 
1  that  is  concerned  in  sending  the  report  to  Congress.  I  can  not 
ny  special  reason  why  there  should  be  a  greater  or  less  numter 
to  these  bureaus. 

RooER  Q.  Mills.  They  have  to  furnish  copies  of  their  reports 
reat  many  correspondents  all  over  the  world,  from  whom  they 
e  informatfon  of  the  same  character.  I  have  talked  with  some 
s  of  the  Government  in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  in  many 
liese  d(x;uments  are  distributed  all  over  Europe,  and  documents 
ilar  character  are  received  in  return. 

Randall.  Has  the  Signal  Office  been  instrumental  in  getting 
s  report? 

Farquhar.  As  the  report  of  the  conunittee  states,  it  was 
rh  the  courtesy  of  the  Signal  Office  that  these  two  officei*s,  Mr. 
r  and  Mr.  Nelson,  gathered  all  the  matter  for  these  reports.  It 
od  at  the  Signal  Office,  and  also  by  Professor  Baird,  that  the 
ii  of  these  two  gentleuiLtn  lire  the  most  complete  ever  made  on 
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nd  they  are  made  with  the  sanction  of  the  Signal  Otiice. 
B  made  in  connection  with  the  Signal  Servic^^. 
NDAiJ..  Within  the  scope  of  the  Signal  Service  duty! 
XLIAM  M.  Springer.  Mr.  Speiiker,  in  ordinary  (^ases  I  would 
printing  any  report  of  this  kind.     In  the  case  of  Alaska  it 
me  almost  any  valuable  information  to  be  had  should  be 
>r  circulation  among  the  people.     It  has  come  to  the  knowl- 
le  of  the  committees  of  the  House  that  the  publications  on 
f»t  heretofore  have  not  l)een  reliable;  that  there  were  persons 
and  elsewhere  in  the  United  States  interested  in  giving  out 
information  in  regard  to  that  Territory, 
been  informed  by  reliable  authority  that  Alaska  is  destined 
of  the  great  empire  States  in  the  Union  in  the  future,  and 
means  of  securing  lun^urate  information  is  provided  I  am  in 
>rinting  that  infomiation.     1  met  a  gentleman  who  spent  the 
ere,  and  he  told  me  he  ncn'er  spent  a  milder  winter  in  his 
the  climate  was  almost  tropical  in  its  character;  that,  while 
►thing  of  l)ananas  growing  there  or  big  sunflowers  lilooming", 
'  that  the  winter  in  its  mildness  was  extremely  enjoyable. 
NHALi..  Does  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  state  that  the  cli- 
laska  is  tropical  and  that  sunflowers  and  bananas  ripen  there? 
iiN<iER.   1  do  not  know  what  the  report  of  the  committee 
•egard  to  this  production,  but  I  do  hope  the  report  contains 
iformation  concerning  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  which  has 
uch  misreprei^ented. 

NDALi..  Does  the  gentleman  say  sunflowers  bloom  there? 
RINGER.  It  was  merely  stated  that  while  sunflowers  did  not 
re  and  bananas  did  not  ripen  there,  nevertheless  the  winter 
1  one. 

NDALL.  1  know  that  oats  do  not  ripen  there  at  all. 
RINGER.  I  am  willing  to  spend  ivl:,()00  for  the  publication  of 
t.  The  fish  industry  of  Alaska  is  exceedingly  important.  It 
it  a  gentleman  wishing  to  cross  the  mouth  of  a  river  in  Alaska 
e  to  do  so  in  his  canoe  because  the  salmon  were  so  thick. 
HEiiBERT  Barksdalk.  After  this  most  voluminous  exposition 
>ort,  I  have  no  doubt  the  House  is  willing  to  vote.  I  there- 
ind  the  previous  question. 

»vious  question  was  ordered,  and  the  concurrent  resolution 
x»d. 
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1886— Senate. 

STiN  S.  Morrill  introduced  a  joint  resolution  (S.  33): 

<y  the  SenaiCy  etc..  That  hereafter  there  l>e  printed  of  the  annual  reports  of 
Dnian  Institution  and  of  the  National  Museum,  in  two  octavo  volumes, 
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February  25,  1887— Senate. 

Passed. 

ioTcA  2,  1887—Hou9e, 

Passed. 

CAPRON   JAPANE8K   COLLECTION. 
February  8,  f886Senate. 

Mr.  Daniel  W.  Voorhees  submitted  a  resolution: 

Reaolved^  That  the  Committee  on  tlie  Library  be,  and  is  hereby,  instructed  to 
nquire  into  the  propriety  and  exi)ediency  of  purchasing  for  the  Groverninent  the 
x)llection  of  Japanese  specimens,  works,  and  objects  of  art  made  by  the  late  Gen. 
Sorace  Capron  during  a  long  actual  residence  in  Japan,  and  left  by  him,  in  lus  life- 
ime,  on  deposit  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  and  that  said  committee  sliall  report 
m  the  subject  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Voorhees.  1  ask  that  a  descriptive  catalogue  of  the  collection 
nay  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Libmry. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  John  Sheiiman).  If  there  l>e  no 
objection  it  will  bo  so  referred. 

iarcA  4,  1886— Senate. 

Mr.  Daniel  W.  Voorhees,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
submitted  a  i*eport  (S.  196),  accompanied  by  a  bill  (S.  1772) : 

That  the  smn  of  |10,000  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any 
noney  in  the  Treasury  not  otlierwise  appropriated,  for  the  purchase  of  '*the  CSapron 
x)llection  of  Japanese  works  of  art,''  now  on  temporary  deposit  in  the  National 
Museum  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

lune  18,  1886— Senate. 

The  bill  (S.  1772)  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  Wn.LiAM  B.  Allison.  Let  the  report  )>e  read. 

In  the  matter  of  the  purchase  of  ''the  Capron  collection  of  Japanese 
?vorks  of  art,"  now  on  temporary  deposit  in  the  National  Museum, 
referred  by  resolution  of  the  Senate* to  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
ihat  committee  reports  a  bill  for  the  purchase  of  the  same. 

Youi'  committee  also  reports  the  letter  of  Spencer  F.  Baird,  Secre- 
»ry  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  Director  of  the  U.  S.  National 
Museum,  together  with  the  letter  of  G.  Brown  Goode,  assistant 
lircctor,  on  the  su))ject  of  said  collection. 

U.  S.  Natioiml  Museum,  uuder  direction  of  tliu  SmithMmlan  Inatitiitlon. 

WAsniNOTON,  February  f^f  1886. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  asking  my  opinion  aa  to  the  probable 
ralue  of  the  Capron  collection  of  Japanese  works  of  art,  and  as  to  the  desirability  of 
heir  purchase.  I  have  requested  one  of  my  iu^sistants  to  examine  the  collection, 
ind  inclose  herewith  his  report. 

The  Capron  collection  is  an  interesting  one,  and  is  constantly  increasing  in  value, 
[n  fact,  several  of  the  articles  included  could  probably  not  be  readily  obtained  else- 
vhere.     In  N-iew,  therefore,  of  the  fact  that  Japanese  art  is  undergoing  great  deteri- 
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is  rapidly  disappearing,  it  would  seem  eminently  appropriate  that  a 
hich  is  BO  interesting  to  artists  and  so  suggestive  to  students  of  industrial 
designers,  should  became  the  property  of  the  Government  and  be  dis- 
e  National  Museum.  We  have  already  a  large  number  of  objects  of  a 
re,  for  the  most  part  the  gift  of  the  Japanese  Government,  acquired  both 
of  Perr>'*s  expedition  and  during  the  past  year.  The  Capron  collection 
ise  would  give  to  the  National  Museum  a  very  creditable  collection  illus- 
neae  arts  and  manufactures, 
sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 
^Secretary  ^Smithsonian  InstUiUion 
and  Director  U.  S.  National  Museum, 
T.  Sewbll, 
man  Joint  lAhrary  Committee ,  Ihiited  States  Senate, 

U.  B.  National  Museum,  under  dirc<*tiun  uf  the  Smithaonian  lustitutioii. 

Washington,  February  £S,  1886, 
lant  to  your  instructions,  I  have  carefully  examined  the  collection  of 
)rks  of  art  l>elonging  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Gen.  Horace  Capron,  with 
estimating  \\»  desirability  for  the  use  of  the  National  Museum,  and  of 
dea  of  its  commercial  value,  and  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 
tion,  in  connection  with  similar  objects  already  the  property  of  the  Mu- 
l  be  extremely  serviceable,  and  I  should  hope  that  it  may  be  possible  to 

ered  objects  are  the  most  valuable,  particularly  the  four  which  bear  the 

of  the  families  of  shoguns — the  Tokagawa  family,  if  my  memory  serves 

These  I  estimate  at  $3,000.    There  are  also  about  twenty  pieces  of  smaller 

f  them  of  great  age  and  fine  quality.     These  are  probably  worth  $1,000. 

quer,  |4,000. 

es  are  46  in  number,  5  being  of  large  size.     I  place  tlieir  value  at  $3,500. 

also  2  pieces  in  silver  bronze  and  1  in  gold  bronze,  representing  birds 

which  I  place  at  $1,100. 

37  carvings  of  ivory,  estimateil  worth  $700,  and  10  carvings  in  wood,  at 

lains  and  enamels  are  worth,  |)erhaps,  $1,025.     The  armor,  lance,  and 
The  large  pictorial  screens,  albums,  and  scrolls,  $450.     This  makes  a 
;75. 

ilso  the  collection  of  coins,  containing  63  pieces;  35  of  them  are  of  gold, 
txmt  600  grams.  1  am  told  that  an  expert  from  New  York  appraised 
n  as  worth  $5,000.  I  think  it  may  safely  be  considere<l  worth  $3,000, 
now  little  or  nothing  of  the  value  of  Japanese  coins, 
ites  thus  amount  to  $14,675.  1  may  add  that  there  has  been  an  enor- 
le  in  the  value  of  such  objects  since  the  collection  was  first  deposited  in 
,  and  that  the  figun's  here  pre8ente<i  are  nearly  double  what  1  should 
t  it  proper  to  submit  under  similar  circumstances  five  years  ago.  I  have 
le,  a  dealer's  familiarity  with  values,  but  am  tolerably  well  acquainted 
ject  under  consideration,  and  do  not  believe  that  my  estimates  are  too 
they  are  not  too  low,  particularly  in  the  case  of  the  lacquers,  I  am  not 

,  very  respeirtfuUy,  G.  Brown  Goode, 

Astixtani  Director, 
CER  F.  Baird, 
w  U,  S.  National  Museum, 
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A  revised  descriptive  catalogue  of  the  foregoing  collection  is  also 
submitted  as  a  part  of  this  repoil. 

Descriptive  catalogue  {reiised)  of  Oeii.  Horace  diproii'x  collection  of  gpecimeris  of  antique 
Japanese  works  of  nrty  temporarily  dejHmted  hi  the  l\  K  National  Miisexim,  SmiiJisonian 
InstUutian. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In  Japan,  the  love  of  art  has  penetrated  even  to  tlie  lowest  claaBes  of  the  people. 
Their  fancies,  conceits,  poetry,  puiiei,  legends,  and  mythology  are  all  expressed  in 
characteristic  forms  of  art,  such  as  are  enumerated  in  the  collection  herein  described. 
Instead  of  ink  and  paper,  or  |)aint  and  canvas,  the  artists  havi>  selected,  as  their 
mediums  of  expression,  porcelain,  lacquer  work,  screens,  embroidery,  ivory,  and 
crystal. 

This  rare  and  original  collection  was  made  by  General  Capron  during  a  long  resi- 
dence in  Japan,  which  covered  a  period  of  the  greatest  interest  in  the  history  of  that 
Empire,  embracing  as  it  did  the  closing  scenes  of  a  revolution  which  terminated  in 
the  abolition  of  the  feudal  system,  thereby  forcing  the  Daimios  and  princes  of  the 
Empire  to  offer  for  sale  vast  treasures  in  the  way  of  rare  art  productions  of  the  days 
of  Japan's  greatest  prosperity  and  unrivaled  proficiency,  sjHH'imens  of  which  had 
been  sacredly  guarded  for  oenturiw.  It  was  from  such  soun-es  that  this  collection 
was  taken. 

The  numerous  legends  herein  recorded  were  gathered  from  the  people  during 
actual  residence  among  them,  and  subsequently  corrected  and  elaborated,  reference 
for  the  purpose  being  had  to  Prof.  W.  E.  Griffis's  works,  The  Mikado's  Empire 
(Harpers,  JNew  York),  Corea,  the  Hermit  Nation  (Scribners,  New  York),  Japanese 
Fairy  World  (J.  H.  Barhyte,  Schenectady,  New  York), and  to  Audesley  and  Bowe's, 
The  Keramic  Art  of  Japan. 

The  greater  portion  of  tlie  lacquered  work  of  the  collection  was  taken  from  the 
private  stores  of  the  Tycoons,  which  were  confiscatetl  at  the  close  of  their  reign  by  the 
Mikado's  Government.  These  pieces  bear  the  armorial  insignia  of  the  princely  fam- 
ilies in  which  they  have  In^en  treasured  for  centuries.  Other  specimens  in  this 
collection  were  derived  from  imperial  sources  as  presents.  The  peituliar  significance 
of  the  (Mimbinations  of  plants  and  birti«  in  thenii  pieces  will  be  found  in  the  notes 
appende<l  to  this  catalogue. 

All  the  articles  embracwl  in  this  collec^tion  were  sec^ure*!  before  any  attempt  had 
been  made  to  imitate  these  rare  and  unrivaleii  works  of  Old  Japan,  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  gamboge,  tinfoil,  and  other  combinations  for  pure  gold  used  in  the  decorations 
of  these  antiques. 

The  time  retjuired  to  produce  a  lir8t-cla*«s  lacquennl  8|)ecimen  was  formerly  from 
lour  to  six  years.  The  longer  the  time  givt»n  to  each  coating  the  harder  and  more 
durable  it  l)coonics.  From  six  to  eight  and  even  twenty  coats  of  lacquer  are  neces- 
sary for  the  best  work,  applie<l  at  intervals  of  from  four  to  six  months;  hence  the 
worthlessness  of  the  lactjuer  productions  of  the  present  period. 

In  their  ceramic  products,  likewise,  especially  the  Satsuma  faience,  time  or  labor 
under  the  ol<i  dynasties  were  not  considered,  and  during  the  existence  of  the  Satsuma 
princes  in  full  power  the  pure  specimens  <^f  their  potter's  work,  now  bo  rare,  were 
made  without  regard  to  cost.  These  were  never  designed  to  be  sold,  but  were  made 
to  ser\'e  as  presents  among  the  princes  and  rulers  of  the  Empire.  No  such  ware  is 
made  at  the  present  time  worthy  the  attention  of  foreign  purchasers.  The  Satsuma 
fuence  in  this  collection  was  pnxjunxl  when  the  lords  of  Satsuma  were  wealthy  and 
and  in  the  height  of  their  power. 

No.  I.  The  cock  on  the  drum  is  often  I'lioseii  by  the  artist  in  cloisonne,  lacquer, 
porcelain,  and  bronze.     It  is  a  symbol  of  good  government  and  a  peaceful  state  of 
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It  wa«  an  ancient  custom  in  China  and  Japan  to  station  a  drum  on  a  stand 

)f  the  magistrate's  office.     Anyone  oppressed  or  maltreated  could  come  and, 

ig  the  drum,  call  attention  to  his  complaint  and  receive  redress.    In  time 

e  or  public  disturbance  the  drum  would  often  sound,  scaring  away  bird  and 

it  when  all  was  '* peace  under  heaven**  the  dnun  was  neglected.     Years 

in  peace  and  quietness;  Nnnes  grew  up  and  encircle<l  the  drum;  rust  cor- 

and  a  large  piece  fell  from  the  side.     The  cock  with  his  flock,  becoming 

(vith  its  peaceful  aspect,  selected  it  as  a  fit  abode  for  his  harem,  and  the  quiet 

the  mother  with  her  little  brood  as  they  appear  in  peaceful  possession  of 

drum  is  the  result    By  such  simple  means  are  great  events  remembered  and 

customs  transmitted  for  ages.  ' 

ELABORATELY   CARVED    IVORIES. 

Medicine  chest. 

An  elaborately  carved  ivory  cylinder,  exhibiting  a  religious  procession 

up  a  hill  through  bowers  of  trees  and  flowers. 

Cigar  case. 

Fukuroku  Jin, — Fukuroku  Jin  is  one  of  the  seven  gods  of  happiness,  and  the 

long  life  and  prosperity.  He  is  represented  with  a  cheerful  countenance 
flowing  beard,  and  is  usually  accompanied  by  a  crane  or  stork,  which  is  the 
f  longevity,  and  said  to  live  ten  thousand  yean?.  Everyone  likes  Fukuroku 
wants  to  get  his  favor  and  live  long.  Children  are  amused  by  him.  He  is 
>en  at  weddings,  with  hiH  long  white  hair  and  pleasant  smile.  (Jap.  Fairy 
.  78. ) 

Akechi. — This  figure,  it  is  believed,  is  intended  to  represent  Akechi,  who 
ted  Nobunaga  Kioto  in  1558-1560.  He  was  a  stem,  proud  man.  Not  liking 
liar  manner  in  which  Nobunaga,  in  a  merry  mo<xi,  at  a  feast  at  his  own 
ized  Akec^hi  around  the  neck  and  made  a  drum  of  his  head  by  drumming 
1  a  fan,  he  determined  upon  revenge.  This  he  acxu^mplished  by  surprising 
a  in  his  palace  at  Kioto.  (The  Mikado's  Empire,  p.  231.) 
Kiyomori. — This  tall  figure  of  a  warrior  in  a  passion — in  white  ivory —  is 
i,  who  caused  the  death  by  assassination  of  Yoshitomo.  In  1159  he  con- 
plan  for  the  complete  extermination  of  the  Miame  tos,  ivhich  was  centered 
ildren  of  Tokiwa,  the  concubine  of  Y<Jshitomo.  (The  Mikado*s  Empire,  p. 
okiwa  is  represented  in  an  ivory  grou])  of  a  mother  and  her  three  little 
fleeing  for  safety  through  the  snow.  For  the  interesting  history  of  her 
om  his  wrath,  and  the  eventual  restoration  of  her  family  to  power,  see 
tached  to  that  group  of  ivory.  No.  24. 

The  ivory  figure  with  goggle  eyes  an<l  distorteil  conntenan(^e  is  one  of  the 
^ods.     They  art^  seen  standing  on  either  side  of  the  main  entrance  to 
:  temples.     They  art*  of  colossal  size,  and  the  more  hideous  the  better. 
A  l.)eautiful  carved  n^presentation  of  a  bravo  man  who  killed  a  serpent  whi(rh 
f  time  had  infested  his  neighlxirlKKxl. 

Repre.'^ents  a  citizen  of  the.  third  class  in  holiday  dresH. 

Represents  a  lady  of  the  thinl  class  in  holiday  dress. 

Yoritonw. — Thin  elal)orate  curving  in  ivory  represents  one  of  Japan's 
leroes.     He  was  of  the  Minanioto  family,  and  lived  in  the  twelfth  century. 

history  is  filled  with  his  heroic  exploits.  In  his  younger  life  he  was  a 
Hal,*'  and  in  his  after  life  he  l)ecame  a  "Bluff  King  Harry,**  barring  his 
Ic  tendencies.     (Chap,  xiv,  The  Mikado's  Empire. ) 

Kai  Riu  0. — (The  gfxl  with  a  black  ball  in  one  hand,  white  in  the  other.) 
re  represents  the  g^xl  of  the  se>a,  who  is  in  the  act  of  raising  a  tempest  in  the 
lling  a  black  ball,  <>r  PtiKNtthiiig  it  down  by  rolling  the  white  ball.  (Japanese 
jrld,  p.  273:  The  Jewels  „f  the  Ebbing  and  the  Flowing  Tide.) 
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No.  15.  Hideyoshi — Hideyoshi,  bom  of  a  peasEUit  family  in  1536,  wua  represented 
as  a  cunning,  reckless  boy,  at  one  time  a  ''betto"  (groom).  IIo  grew  up  a  man  of 
war  and  a  successful  soldier.  He  first  reduced  the  daimios  to  submission,  and  then 
sent  his  generals  Konishi  and  Kato  Kiyoinasa,  to  invade  Korea,  which  he  made 
tributary  to  Japan.  Hideyoshi  was  one  of  Jai^m's  ablest  rulers.  He  died  in  I998w 
(See  Corea,  the  Hermit  Nation. ) 

No.  17.  Kato  Kiyomasa. — ^This  figure  is  supposeil  to  represent  Kato  Kiyomasa,  who 
commanded  one  wing  of  Hideyoshi^s  anny  in  the  Korean  expedition  in  the  six- 
teenth century.  It  was  he  that  instigate<l  the  cutting  off  of  the  ears  of  the  Koreans 
killed  in  Imttle.  The  ears  of  10,000  Koreans  killed  in  one  battle  were  cut  off  and 
preser\'cd  in  salt,  or  sake,  and  carrieil  l)ack  to  Japan.  In  the  city  of  Kioto  stands 
to  this  day  a  barrow — Mimidzuka,  or  Ear  Monument — under  which  are  entombed 
the  ears  of  the  10,000  Korean  warriors.     (The  Mikado's  Empire,  p.  245.) 

No.  18  represents  an  ancient  warrior  in  full  armor.  Japanese  armor  is  macie  of 
steel  and  lacquered  paper,  lace<l  with  silk  cords. 

No.  19.  Lu  Wen,  the  Japanese  Rip  Van  }VinkU'. — This  woo<1man  one  day  shouMered 
his  own  ax  and  started  for  the  woods  to  procure  his  winter's  supply  of  fuel,  but  was 
beguiled  by  a  large  fox  a  long  distance  up  the  mountain,  when  suddenly  he  came 
upon  two  beautiful  ladies  seated  upon  the  ground  playing  checkers.  Lu  Wen  stopped 
and  wondered,  but  the  ladies  took  no  notice  of  him,  continuing  their  game,  not  even 
asking  him  to  play  with  them.  At  last  Lu  Wen  bethought  himself  of  his  home  and 
&mily  and  the  necessity  for  his  preparation  of  hia  winter's  wood.  Turning  back  he 
went  off  down  the  mountain,  but  his  cabin  was  gone.  The  venerable  rocks  were 
there,  but  a  strange  people  surrounded  them;  the  cliihlren  moctked,  the  dogs  barked 
at  him;  no  one  knew  him  and  he  knew  no  one.  His  long  white  l)eanl  swept  the 
ground  an<l  his  strange  appearance  excite<l  wonder.  At  last  he  was  met  by  a  vener- 
able lady,  who,  taking  compassion  upon  him,  infonned  him  that  away  back  in  the 
history  of  her  family  there  was  a  man  lived  in  that  neighborhood  by  the  name  of 
Lu  Wen,  but  that  was  six  generations  ba<;k,  and  no  one  ever  knew  what  became  of 
him;  so  jxwr  Lu  Wen  hobbled  up  the  mountain  side  and  was  never  heard  of  after. 
(The  Mikado's  Empire,  p.  503.) 

No.  20.  IToteiy  the  Japanese  Santa  Clatm. — Hotel  i.s  one  of  the  seven  patrons  of  hap- 
piness. He  is  as  round  as  a  pudding  ancl  as  fat  as  if  rolled  out  of  dough.  He  is  a 
jolly  vagabond,  but  a  great  friend  of  the  children,  who  romp  over  him,  standing 
upon  his  knees  and  hanging  around  his  shoulders,  pulling  his  hair  and  his  long  ears. 
He  always  has  something  good  for  them,  which  he  carries  in  a  sack,  which  he  par- 
tially opens  that  they  may  see  what  it  contains,  but  suddenly  closes  it  before  they 
have  fairly  ascertained  its  contents.  By  and  by,  if  the  children  are  good,  he  opens  it. 
(Japanese  Fairy  World,  p.  83.) 

No.  21.  Daikoku. — Another  of  the  seven  patrons  is  a  short-,  chubby  fellow,  with 
eyes  half  sunk  into  his  fat  face,  but  winking  with  fun.  He  has  a  cap  set  on  his  head, 
a  long  sack  over  his  shoulders,  his  throne  is  two  straw  bags  of  rice,  and  his  badge  a 
small  hammer  or  mallet,  with  which  he  makes  people  rich  when  he  shakes  it  at 
them.     He  has  long,  lopixid  ears. 

No.  22.  Raiko  ami  the  dragon. — Raiko  was  famous  for  hia  prowess  in  arms,  and 
deifieil  Injcause  of  his  having  killeil  the  great  ghoul  with  three  eyes,  and  the  Doji, 
or  giant-boy  demon,  who  ate  up  young  girls.     (Japanese  Fairy  World,  p.  191.) 

No.  23.  This  exquisitely  wrought  ivory  figure  represents  a  Japanese  fisherman, 
returning  from  the  scene  of  his  daily  labor,  bearing  hia  little  child  upon  his  shoul- 
ders holding  a  fish.  It  is  a  beautiful  illustration  of  a  Japanese's  love  for  his  chil- 
dren. To  fully  appreciate  the  delicacy  of  the  carving  in  this,  as  in  all  the  other 
pieces  in  this  collection,  it  should  be  examined  under  a  magnifying  glass. 

No.  24.  This  group  represents  Tokiwa.  Tokiwa  was  a  young  peasant  girl  of  supe- 
rior beauty,  whom  Yoshitomo  made  his  concubine,  and  who  bore  him  three  chil- 
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he  fled  to  escape  the  minions  of  Taira,  after  the  death  of  her  lord  in  1159, 
)  assassinated  in  a  bath  by  three  hired  assassins  at  Utsumi,  in  Owari. 
I  flight  was  in  winter,  and  snow  lay  upon  the  ground.    She  knew  neither 

go  nor  how  to  subsist;  but  clasping  her  babe  to  her  bosom,  her  two  little 
ler  right,  one  holding  his  mother's  hand,  the  other  carrying  his  father's 
ley  trudged  on,  nearly  frozen  and  half  8tar\'ed.  She  was  met  in  her  flight 
"a  soldier,  who,  pitying  her  and  her  children,  gave  her  shelter  and  protec- 
plying  her  and  her  children  from  his  own  meager  rations.  Her  husband's 
•my,  Kiyomori,  was  anxious  to  overtake  her,  and,  believing  that  her  filial 

for  her  mother  would  cause  her  to  yield  herself  up,  had  seized  upon  her. 
heard  of  her  mother's  durance  at  Kioto.  Then  came  the  struggle  between 
and  filial  love.  To  enter  Kioto  she  feared  would  be  the  death  of  her  chil- 
:  for  the  salvation  of  her  mother,  a  sentiment  so  strong  with  the  Japanese, 
influenced  to  take  her  course  into  the  city  and  to  trust  to  her  beauty  and 
shments  to  melt  the  heart  of  Kiyomori.  Thus  she  saved  the  lives  of  her 
nd  children.  The  babe  at  her  breast  was  the  future  Yoshitsune,  a  name 
this  period  awakens  in  the  breast  of  a  Japanese  youth  emotions  that  kindle 
isiasm  to  emulate  a  character  that  was  the  mirror  of  chivalry,  valor,  and 
conduct.  He  was  the  Chevalier  Bayard  of  Japan.  The  oldest  son,  who  is 
ed  in  the  group  carrying  his  father's  sword,  became  a  noted  warrior.    (The 

Empire,  p.  124.) 

This  figure,  a  companion  to  No.  23,  is  another  specimen  of  skill  of  the 
rder  in  this  art  of  carving  in  ivory,  and  should  be  examined  under  a  high 
ag  power. 

A  mail-clad  warrior  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

A  Japanese  water  carrier. 

A  street  juggler,  with  his  boy  acroljat. 

Peasant  girl  and  child. 

The  children's  friend  and  adviser. 

An  exquisite  carving,  representing  three  field  mice. 

One  of  the  gods,  possessing  power  to  control  wild  l)easts. 

Fukuroku  Jin,  mounted  on  a  horse.     (See  legend  attairhed  to  No.  5.) 

BerUofif  Queen  of  the  World  under  the  Sea. — (Legend:)  In  the  sixth  cen- 
e  lived  upon  the  coast  of  Tango  a  poor  fisherman  and  his  wife.     Their  only 

subcdfltence  was  the  fish  caught  from  the  sea  by  their  only  son,  Taro  by 
)ne  day  in  autumn  Taro  was  out  as  usual  in  his  boat.  The  sea  was  rough 
raves  high.  He  uttered  a  prayer  to  the  sea  god  Kai  Riu  0.  Suddenly  there 
upon  the  crest  of  the  waves  a  divine  being,  robed  in  white,  riding  upon  a 
x)ise.  Approaching  the  wearied  fisherman,  he  greeted  him  kindly,  and 
le  poor  fisherman  to  follow  him  and  he  would  make  him  a  happy  man. 
•unting  the  tortoise,  sped  away  with  marvelous  celerity.  The  wonderful 
witnessed  in  the  realms  below  the  sea  it  would  take  pages  to  descrilje — 
palaces;  richly  dressed  ladies,  with  retinues  of  pages,  waiting  to  welcome 
§ic,  feasts,  flowers,  songs,  and  daniH?s;  rich  jewels  and  precious  gems,  daz- 
ehold.  Amidst  this  splendor  he  spent  most  happily  (what  he  supposed  to 
1  days,  when  he  bethought  himself  of  his  parental,  whom  he  felt  it  was 
leave  so  long  without  their  usual  supply  of  food.     He  determined  to  return 

The  Queen  allowe<l  his  request;  he  was  escorted  to  the  white  marble  gate 
ace  and,  mounting  the  same  tortoise,  soon  reached  the  spot  which  he  had 
I  boat  The  mountains  and  rocks  were  familiar  to  him,  but  no  trace  of  his 
lut  was  to  be  seen.  AH  was  changeil.  He  made  inquiries  of  an  old  gray- 
sherman,  who  informed  him  that  centuries  before  the  persons  ho  described 

there,  and  had  been  buried  long:  years  ago,  i)ointing  out  the  plwx*,  of  their 
L    He  thought  their  names  could  be  read  upon  some  of  the  very  old  tomb* 
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atonet*,  if  tho  mow  ami  lichenH,  wliirli  completely  hid  tliem,  cnuld  bt*  removed. 
Thither  Taro  hie<l,  and,  after  a  long  nean'h,  found  the  tond)  of  his  ]»arent«.  A  oold 
shiver  ran  through  him;  hin  teeth,  one  hy  one,  dn)])])ed  from  his  mouth;  his  limbs 
stiffened,  and  his  fairo  wrinkletl.  The  weight  of  four  oenturie»  whu  upon  him — he 
died.  The  tinhermon  in  varioun  jmrtti  of  Jai^an  worship  the  memory  of  this  good 
boy,  Taro,  whr>,  even  in  the  jmlaee  of  the  i*ea  g'Mln,  forgt»t  not  hiH  oM  jtarents.  (The 
Mikado*H  Empire,  p.  4i»s. )  In  those  days  the  jelly-tinh — which  w  now  a  simple 
lump  of  jelly  a^i  white  and  as  helpless  as  a  pudding — wa^ii  a  lordly  fellow,  who  waited 
upon  the  l^ueen  of  the  World  un<ler  the  Sea,  and  right  proud  he  wa«  of  his  office. 
He  wouM  get  his  liai'k  up  and  keep  it  up  high  when  he  wishiN^l.  He  wae  on  good 
terms  with  the  king's  dragon,  which  often  allowed  him  to  play  witli  his  scaly  tail 
and  never  hurt  him  in  the  least.  lUit,  alasl  by  l»etniying  the  Queen's  irontidence  on 
a  c*ertain  (K-casion  lu*  wa^  condemiUMl  to  lost*  his  shell  and  was  afterwards  to  float  help- 
lessly and  ashaniiMl.  Their  i'hildriMi  also  were  ever  to  Ik>  soft  and  defenseless.  Ikin- 
ishe<l  from  the  <.2uii*n*s  provincv,  the  jelly-tish  blushe<l  in  confar<ion,  and,  S(]Ui>ezing 
himsidf  out  of  his  shell,  he  swain  out  t>f  sight.     (Japane^t^  Fairy  World,  p.  141.) 

Xi>.  35.  Carpenter  with  his  ailze. 

No.  3(1.  Old  man  aiid  Ijoy,  sheltered  from  the  storm  by  a  palm. 

No.  37.  Ddikohi, — (A  small  ivory  ligun^*  with  a  dragon  on  its  l>ack.)  A  long  while 
ago,  when  tlu^  Jai>anese  lirst  l)eeame  Ihid<lhists,  they  continued  to  bum  incense  to 
Daikoku,  because  he  \va.*«  the  ]»atron  of  wealth.  The  Buddhist  idols  took  exception 
to  this,  and  cU'termined  t'»  get  rid  of  him.  They  sent  a  dragon  to  destroy  him,  but 
Daikoku  clung  fast  to  his  money  luigs,  and  only  laugheil  at  the  <lragon  and  all  efforts 
to  destroy  him.     At  last  he  sh(»()k  him  off,  and  sent  him  away  howling. 

Thf  tirtujdn. — (.'hit^t  among  the  ideal  creatures  of  Japan  is  the  dragon.  It  is  seen 
carved  upon  the  toml.>s,  on  the  temples,  dwellings,  and  shops.  It  api^ears  upon  the 
government  d(M'uments,  on  their  pajwr  money,  stami>ed  .uiH>n  their  coins,  carved  in 
bronze,  in  woimI,  in  ivory,  and  glan.'HU}K»n  you  from  their  pictures.  There  are  many 
kimls  f)f  dnigons,  such  as  the  violet,  the  grtH?n,  the  red,  the  white,  the  black,  and 
the  tlying  dragon.  Some  are  scaly,  some  honunl,  all  hideous — the  more  so  the  l)etter. 
When  the  white  dragon  bri'atlio,  tlie  breath  of*  his  lungs  go4's  into  the  earth  and 
turns  to  gold.  When  the  violet  <lragon  spits,  his  spittle  bet^omes  luills  oi  pure  crystal. 
One  delights  to  kill  human  beings.  One  caiLve.s  flooils  and  storms.  The  lire  dragon 
is  only  7  fiH.*t  long,  but  it^^  body  is  all  llanie.     (The  Mikado's  Empire,  p.  478.) 

No.  38.  Finely  wrought  group,  re]>resenting  the  goat  tamer  with  liis  little  l)oy. 

In  cast?  No.  87  will  als(>  l>e  fouml  a  clioice  collection  of  small  but  rare  sjHiciuiens  of 
carving  in  bronze.  They  are  all  antiques.  They  are  numbered  fnmi  39  to  67, 
inclusive. 

These  exquisite  si>ecimens  of  the  carver's  art  are  called  Netsuke.  They  are  ail 
drilled  with  twoliolesin  the  back,  thnnigh  which  silken  conls  (holding  pil>e,  tobacco 
jKjuch,  and  tlie  smoker's  outfit)  are  run;  and  the  ivory  button  thrust  through  the 
girdle  holds  the  smoker's  kit  easily.  Jn  every  sense,  these  ivory  t«>ggles  are  fine  illus- 
trations of  Japanese  dec(»rative  art. 

No.  ()8.  A  ita.se  rontaining  a  collection  of  Japanese  coins.  Thesi^r  wen-  secured  only 
after  several  years'  pi'i>everiiig  la]M)r.  N«»  attem[)ts  at  }>reserving  the  coins  of  the 
comitry  luul  l>een  made,  and  tlu»se  weri'  ft>urid  here  and  there  among  the  old  curio 
liunt<'r>,  a^^sisted  l.)y  the  obliging  managers  of  the  Oriental  Bank,  ami  Mitsui,  the 
givat  Japanese  banker.  Some  date  from  the  sixteenth  century,  others  from  the  four- 
teenth, and  exhil)it  the  early  attempts  of  the  Japanes**  t<.)  <ronvert  their  bullion  into 
convenient  forms  for  circulation,  an<l  show  their  gradual  advancement  to  the  beauti- 
ful niilkMl  coinage  of  the  present  <lay. 

Nos.  72  and  73  an?  tW(»  albums,  ))earingthe  Tycoon's  crest.  They  were  taken  from 
his  ]irivate  collection.  They  were  originally  intendeil  f<»r  the  j)reservation  of  auto- 
graph verses  of  their  njost  renowne<.l  ix>ets,  of  which  some  twenty  or  more  specimens 
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3d  in  the  Japanese  Hiragana.    The  reverse  pages  have  been  utilized  by  the 

or  many  excellent  photographs  made  by  Japanese  during  1874,  the  photo- 

*t  then  having  been  only  a  few  years  known  there.    They  embrace  various 

ch  as  the  most  famous  shrines,  temples,  and  parks. 

.  In  the  western  division  of  this  case  will  be  found  a  variety  of  specimens 

se  works  in  bronze  and  in  lacquer,  all  of  which  are  the  productions  of  the 

wned  artists  of  Old  Japan,  such  as  Groro  Saburo,  of  Kioto. 

is  a  delicately  executed  carving  in  bronze,  representing  an  eagle  upon  a  rock 

by  a  serpent  crawling  from  under  his  perch.    Nothing  can  excel  this  speci- 

er  in  the  workmanship  or  the  expression  with  which  the  artist  has  inspired 

A  beautifully  enameled  holder  for  a  Japanese  pencil  or  brush-pen. 

An  oval  vase,  carved  in  a  most  elaborate  manner  to  represent  a  religious 
1  winding  around  an  eminence.  Pilgrimages  to  famous  sacred  mountains 
icred  very  meritorious  acts  among  the  Japanese. 

This  piece  is  wrought  out  of  the  root  of  a  shrub,  and  represents  birds  treed 

This  is  an  artistic  delineation  of  a  peculiar  tendency  of  the  Japanese  to 
ire  in  all  its  forms,  and  to  work  into  a  significant  shape  ever}'  old  stump  or 
h,  in  their  imagination,  resembles  a  living  form  of  man  or  beast. 

One  of  the  Seven  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  mounted  upon  a  mythical  animal 
g  a  reindeer.  It  is  in  gold  bronze,  and  is  a  most  spirited  piece.  He  is  sup- 
)e  on  an  errand  of  mercy. 

Bamboo  cigar  holder. 

A  beautiful  chow-chow  box.  A  chow-chow  box  is  a  convenient  arrange- 
aerving  up  for  a  guest  a  meal  of  several  courses.  It  is  generally  made  of 
papier-mach4,  finely  laid  on  lacquer.  It  is  divided  into  sections  (in  this 
,  held  in  place  by  a  conveniently  arranged  handle.  This  serves  not  only  to 
contents  warm,  but  to  keep  them  from  slopping  over.  One  of  these  is 
fore  each  guest  as  they  are  seated  upon  the  matted  floor,  and  a  pretty  Japor 
.en  is  always  in  attendance  kneeling,  ready  to  replenish  the  food  when 

One  of  these  sections  may  contain  fish,  another  rice,  another  soup  from 
ed,  ftid  a  fourth  the  vegetable  daikon,  or  colossal  silver  radish,  which  corn- 
principal  menu  of  the  Japanese. 

A  laige  scarf  box,  of  pure  gold  lacquer,  from  the  Tycoon's  collection. 

Gold-lacquered  trfty. 

A  gold-lacquered  hibachi  (the  hibachi,  or  fire  brazier).  *'The  hibachi,  or 
ir,''  says  Professor  CirifiSn,  ''is  to  the  Japanese  household  what  the  hearth 
;e  is  in  an  Occidental  home.  Around  it  friends  meet;  the  family  gathers; 
onsult;  children  play;  the  cat  purrs,  and  the  little  folks  listen  to  fairy 
:  household  lore  from  nurse  and  grandma."  The  hiliachi  is  always  found 
lese  house  in  some  form— often  in  bronze — carved  into  fantastic  shapes.  It 
spensable  requisite,  and  constant  one  to  light  the  pipe*;  for  the  Japanese  of 
s  and  of  all  ages  and  conditions  smoke.  Time  is  allowed  for  every  laborer 
>gress  of  his  daily  employment  to  "take  a  smoke."  The  Japanese  pipe 
K)mpanies  the  hibachi  in  made  with  a  tiny  bowl.  After  long  me(*hanical 
he  nimble  fingers,  with  automatic  precision,  roll  up  the  small  pellet  of  the 
cut  tobacco  in  size  just  to  fit  the  bowl  of  his  pipe.  This  he  touches  to  the 
oal  in  the  ubiquitous  hibairhi,  and  after  one,  or,  at  most  two,  very  deliber- 
the  pipe  i«  emptied  and  a  fresh  pellet  prepared.  A  native  will  sit  by  the 
hanically  rolling  u])  thene  tobac^  pills,  oblivious,  apparently,  to  all  sur- 
I,  and  the' exactness  with  which  he  forms  his  pellet**  to  fit  his  pipe  is  won- 
l  shrewd  judge  once  discovere<l  the  thief  who  ha<l  stolen  his  gold-mounted 
oticing  a  sunpected  person  (>n>i?a^9ed  in  pre^iaring  his  pellets  t4)  fill  his  pipe, 
dm  draw  from  its  poudi  hia  goldeu  pipe  and  commence  abstractedly  to 


CUNGKKS810NAL    I'BOCEKDINQS. 


lip  the  globulen  <»f  U)l>aoro,  when,  on  turning  to  the  brazior,  the  mouth  nf  the 

I  (lowiiwanl,  out  rolIe<l  the  ])ellet.     It  wiih  niaile  ttM)  Mmall  for  tho  l>ow]  of  the 

IIen»,  then,  there  wa**  eoncliiaive  evidence  that  tlie  pipe  was  not  his  own. 
e  Mikivlo'H  Knipirt*,  j).  501.) 

.».  86.  Robt*  ehwt,  formerly  In^longinp  to  tht»  Tycoon;  it  l)earB  hia  crest  of  the 
e  mallow  h'aves  witliin  a  dri'le.  Thin  in  one  of  the  finest  representative  pieces 
le  work  of  oI<l  Jaj^aneM'  artiste  extant. 

^.  87.  \  eiibinet,  in  old  gold  lat^jiier,  from  the  Tycoon'fl  private  collei^tion. 
[)fi.  88  and  8J».  Two  gold-lae«|uenHl  diHpatc-h  l)oxeH,  also  from  the  Tynan's  pri- 
8t4>res. 

[).  ?K).  A  iK'arl-inlai<l  scarf  box. 

[).  SH.  The  old  Tycoon's  helmet  <«se,  on  which  is  emblazoned  his  crest. 
L>.  92.  A  chow-chow  Ciist^  of  h^»*  pn'tt'nsions. 

II  the  ea.'^tern  s<N*tion  of  casi*  No.  86  will  be  seen  the  following  rare  pieces: 

i)H.  9.'{  and  IM.    Two  hanging  tal>letH,  originally  intituled  for  holding  slips  of 
ry,  but  now,  thnnigh  tin*  agtMicy  of  Tiffany  <feCo.,  convertcsl  into  beautiful  hold- 
for  a  t hermometer  and  a  weather  glans.     They  are  very  old  and  of  pure  gold 
uer. 

[w.  95  an<l  96  are  two  specimens  r>f  rare  carving  in  wood.  They  ares  the  produc- 
of  an  unknown  age,  but  lH.*lieved  to  lie  ut  the  fifteenth  century.  These  piecea, 
n  <liscovered,  were  laid  away  in  a  family  tnuung  far  Iwu'k  its  descent  They 
?  looke<l  niKjn  as  **  heirlooms,"  but  want  tempted  the  owners  to  part  with  them. 
frames  to  these  pieces  w('n'  so  old  as  to  fall  off  in  the  handling,  and  were  newly 
led  since  they  cAme  into  the  possewion  of  the  present  owner. 
0.  97.  Cloisonne  van?. — Is  a  splendid  specimen  of  cloisonne  work.  There  are  few 
sriors. 

1).  98.  Another  cabinet  from  the  Tycoon's  private  stores.  It  is  one  of  the  finest 
imens  nf  old  gold  lat-quer.  It  has  on  it  the  Tyc<.)on's  crest  of  three  leaves  within 
■(ilc,  said  to  have  lx*en  derivtHl  from  a  i*ake  ornamented  with  three  mallow  leaves, 
red  in  hospitality  to  the  founder  of  the  Tokugawa  family  in  the  fourteenth 
urv. 

0.  1H).  One  of  the  imperial  presents.  It  is  several  feet  in  height  The  base  or 
L^stal  is  of  pure  old  gold  lacquer;  nothing  ever  made  of  this  charat^ter  of  work  sur- 
t?s  it.  On  the  pedestal  rt»st*^  a  richly  wn)Ught  silver  vase  of  basket  form,  from 
uh  springs  two  branches  of  the  Japanese  plum  tre^  (mume),  convei^ing  to  form 
rch;  on  these  brancht»s  are  iKTched  two  nightingales  wrought  in  silver.  This 
biuatioii  of  the  nightingale  with  the  plum  tre«  is  the  poet's  combination.  It  is 
boli<*al  of  friendship  and  esteem. 

I).  ifK).  Another  imin^rial  pr(»s(?nt,  (Hpially  exquisite  in  design  and  execntion. 
bas<^  is  of  pure  gold  lacquer.  On  this  pedestal  rests  a  representative  of  a  rock 
ed  in  I )ronze,  around  which  are  twining  branches  of  "Paulownia  Imperialis," 
imperial  trei;  of  Japan.  Tpon  the  top  of  this  n)ck  are  ]K^rche<1,  in  gracefal  atti- 
•,  two  of  the  mythical  "  llo-lio,"  or,  ac(!ording  to  Oriflis,  IIo-wo.  Both  of  these 
hical  birds  an^  wrought  from  pure  silver,  and  are  of  the  highest  order  of  Japanese 

Thesi'  two  pieces — Nos.  iM)  an<l  UK) — were  selected  by  memlx*rs  of  the  royal 
Heboid  from  a  collectir>n  of  rar(»  productions  in  the  possession  of  the  ancient 
ces  of  the  Knipire,  said  to  Ik?  two  hundrtni  years  old. 
he  Japant'Ac  'nkn  of  thi'  nv/thicnl  JTo-h), — (The  IIo-wo,  or  i>ho'nix,  as  seen  in  piece 

1(X);  sometimes  written  by  the  Knglish  Ilo-ho.)  The  IIo-wo,  as  seen  on  the 
Her  silver  (imperial  presents)  is  a  fabulous  bird  of  Chinese  mythology,  whose 
:s  upon  the  earth  are  as  rare  as  th(»w»  of  the  angels.  It  is  seen  8<;ulpture<l  upon 
tondis  of  the  Shoguns  of  Japan,  staniinsl  ui^hju  their  i)aiH*r  currency,  and  pictured 
very  way.  Itseemstobca('om)>ination  of  th(^  )>lie:isantand  jwac(M'k.  Acnronling 
Yofossor  Griilit*,  it  is  described  by  tlie  Chinese  as  follows:  ''The  phufuix  (Ho-wo, 
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)  is  the  essence  of  water.  It  was  bom -in  the  Veniiilion  cave.  It  roosts  not 
i  the  most  beautiful  trees;  it  eats  not  but  of  seeds  of  the  bamboo;  it  drinks  not 
16  sweetest  springs;  its  body  is  adorned  with  the  five  colors;  its  song  contains 
Dotes.  As  it  walks  it  looks  around;  as  it  flies,  the  hosts  of  other  birds  follow 
ue,  obedience,  justice,  fidelity,  and  benevolence  are  symbolized  in  the  deco- 
[  its  head,  wings,  body,  and  breast  Its  appearance  is  waited  with  great 
s,  as  the  annunciation  of  some  great  event  or  the  appearance  of  some  great 

io-wo  and  the  Paulownia  Imperialis  tree  are  often  blended  as  imperial 
3  on  the  Mikado  robes,  curtains,  etc.  This  tree  is  an  emblem  of  rectitude, 
sform  the  imperial  crest     (The  Mikado's  Empire,  p.  481.)' 

11.  The  Tycoon's  sword  rack,  in  gold  lacquer. 

12.  The  sword  of  the  Tycoon. 

i3.  A  specimen  of  Japanese  carving  in  wood,  representing  a  fishing  junk 
w,  dog,  and  nets. 

long  case  resting  against  the  north  wall  are  the  following  pieces: 
34  and  105  are  two  Japanese  screens,  decorated  with  paintings  on  silk,  rep- 
;  street  scenes  in  the  city  of  Tokio  in  the  times  of  the  Shogunate;  and  also 
i  annual  celebrations — as,  for  instance,  the  Feast  of  Flags,  the  annual  display 
obori.  This  last  is  explained  hi  the  following  sketch : 
'  {the  paper  fish). — ^The  fifth  day  of  the  fifth  month — 5th  of  May — is  celebrated 
I  as  the  Feast  of  Flags,  and  is  the  day  on  which  is  displayed  the  Nobori,  or 
)h.  It  is  suspended  from  a  tall  bamboo  pole  over  every  house  wherein  a 
Id  has  been  bom  during  the  preceding  year.  This  fish  is  generally  of  paper, 
etimes,  among  the  wealthy,  is  made  of  silk,  and  graduated  in  size  to  suit  the 
n  some  instances  30  to  40  feet  in  length,  generally  from  6  to  10.  They  are 
ind  painted  to  represent  the  carp,  which  fish  is  selected  because  of  its  ability 
swiftly  against  a  rapid  current  and  leap  over  waterfalls,  thus  symbolizing 
eigy  of  character,  the  ability  to  surmount  great  difficulties  and  eventually  to 
success.  (Japanese  Fairy  World,  p.  227. )  This  fish  being  hollow  and  su8> 
by  the  mouth,  the  wind  expands  the  body  and  it  fioats  in  the  air  with  all 
e  of  movement  of  a  fish  in  his  native  element 

IS  Nos.  106  and  107.    On  these  screens  the  paintings  are  on  silk.    They  rep- 
he  three  ruling  classes  in  the  Japanese  Empire,  under  the  dual  form  of 
lent    The  robes  of  state  and  the  details  of  every  article  of  dress  in  each  of 
e  ranks,  the  Mikado,  the  Tycoon,  and  the  daimios,  even  to  the  color  and 
)f  the  material,  as  well  as  to  form,  was  regulated  by  edict;  so  also  was  the 
dressing  the  hair.     All  were  different  down  to  the  common  cooly.    The 
yebrow,-as  seen  upon  the  forehead  of  the  Mikado,  his  wife,  as  also  that  of  the 
3  consort,  indicate  their  direct  descent  from  the  royal  family.     The  Tycoons 
^es  were  not  of  royal  descent,  but  as  commanders  in  chief  of  the  armies  had 
the  whole  power  of  the  throne  for  several  centuries. 
I  bronzes  in  this  case — 
8  is  an  incense  burner  in  octagon  shape. 
8^.  Another  small  incense  burner. 

9.  An  elaborately  carved  falcon,  perched  upon  the  branch  of  a  tree,  which 
used  as  a  boquet  holder,  although  it  was  not  originally  intended  for  that 
lutiful  specimen  of  Japanese  carving  in  bronze  will  bear  inspection;  but  to 
te  more  clearly  the  wonderful  productions  during  past  ages  of  this  isolated 
-civilized  people  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  this  exquisite  carving 
e  and  in  ivory  are  the  results  if  i>atient  hand  labor,  unaided  by  any  mechan- 
iances  whatever.  It  is  not  infrequent  that  the  decoration  of  one  of  these 
la  required  the  work  of  a  skilled  artisan  for  years. 
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No.  110  in  a  .Ja]wiH*H4^  ^.mI  u}K>n  a  finh,  repreMMitin^  thf  first  iiitrrNliirtifiii  nf  lot  ten 
t<)  Japan,     ((■on^a,  thivllcrinit  Nation,  pp.  2l),  51.) 

No.  Ill  irt  a  Jaimni'w*  ^(.mI  n|M>ii  a  nnndtHT,  in  n^jxwe. 

No6. 112  and  113.     A  |mir  of  rirlily  carvt^l  viim*.*<,  IM\  inrlu'H  in  height     They  are 
the  work  of  I'enturieH  liairk. 

NoH.  114  and  Ho.  A  ])air  (»f  )>n)nzo  vat^eH  of  tlie  faniouH  Zogan  Htylo  of  workman- 
ship; inlaid  with  gold  and  nilvc^r;  2fi  inchi^H  in  hoiglit. 

No.  lift.  Jiarlya  {  Yonntj  Thinnl(r).—A  ]M>or  but  brave  and  anibitiouH  lx»y,  fxpert 
swordranan,  and  ambitious  to  restore)  the  nliattenMl  fortuni':'  of  bin  family,  became 
chief  of  a  l>and  of  robl)erK,  who  pliindere<i  many  wealthy  men'hantH,  and  in  a  Hhort 
time  in  thin  way  ha<1  a(*<*umiilatiHl  muc^h  wealth.     Jiariya.  hearing  of  an  old  man 
that  livi^l  in  a  m<.>untainouH  rt'gion,  Htarttnl  out  to  rob  him.     Overtaken  in  a  heavy 
storm,  he  tiKik  refuge  in  an  humble  hou^^.^     Kntering  he  found  a  very  Iteautiful 
woman,   who  tn*ut<Hl  him  with  kindnesH.     At  midnight,   when  all  wa^  still,    he 
unshtuithed  his  nword,  and,  going  noiseletvly  to  her  n»om,  wan  alMuit  to  strike  off  her 
head,  when  in  a  flash  her  body  rhange<l  into  a  very  old  man,  who  s<mz<'<1  the  heavy 
steel  blade  an<l  broke  it  in  pietH^  an  though  it  was  a  stick.     Jiariya  was  amazo<l,  but 
not  frightenetl.     '*I  am  Simiso  I)<.)jin.''  exciaimiKl  the  old   man,  *'and  have  liveil  in 
these  mountains  many  hundred  years;  but  my  Uxly  is  a  fn^.     I  (*an  c%a<<ily  jnit  you 
to  death,  but  I  have  an4)ther  pur^xYse.^'     Jiariya  was  undaunte<l,  and  aske<l  to  l>e 
received  as  his  pu))il.     The  old  man  said  to  him:  ''Henceforth  (rease  from  robbing 
the  iN)or.     Take  from  the  wicke<l  ri(;h  and  thos^*  who  ar<{uire  money  <lishonestly  and 
help  the  suffering."    Thus  s]x>aking,  the  ol<l  man  turni^<l  into  a  huge  frog  and  hopped 
away.     Fnmi  that  time  forth  the  oppresse<l  jHsir  i»eople  rtyoietnl  as  the  avaricioufi 
and  extortionate  money  lenders  lost  their  tn?asun?s,  while  they  were  prottH!ted. 
Jiariya  marrie<i  a  U*autiful  woman,  and  after  a  very  eventful  life,  an<l  in  one  of  his 
greatest  l>attU^s  he  was  suci^essful  in  killing  the  gn*tit  dmgon  eoil.     During  the  time 
he  remained  with  the  old  man  of  the  mountains  he  had  learne<l  how  to  govern  the 
frog,  whi(*h  at  his  bidding  assimuMl  great  size,  sf » that  on  its  l)ack  he  could  stand  up 
and  cross   rivers.     He  also  leame<l   how  to  cause  stonns,  control   the  mountain 
spirit^;,  and  dinn-t  the  elementj^  at  will,  aud  thr«)ughout  the  (Country  was?  known  bb 
"Young  Thunder.''     He  was  made  a  daimio  of  Idzu,  ami  live<l  for  many  years  in 
the  lx>som  of  his  family,  engaged  in  the  reading  of  lK)r)ks,  teaching  his  children, 
cultivating  flowers,  and  l)eautifying  his   yashiki  by  the  introduction  of  pare  and 
beautiful  plants.     (.Ia])anese  Fairy  World,  p.  126.) 

No.  117.  Seimo  Dojin. —  (Legend:)  When  Jiariya,  or  Young  Thunder,  in  his  youth 
became  chief  of  a  liand  of  robl)ers,  he  startetl  out  on  an  expe<lition  to  rob  an  old 
man.  This  (»ld  man  wns  »Senso  Dojin,  who  had  lived  in  the  mountains  many  hun- 
dre<l  years.  His  true  lj<j<ly,  however,  was  that  of  a  frog,  but  retainetl  the  fonu  of  a 
very  old  man.  He  determine*!  to  instruct  Jiariya  in  the  way  of  the  mountain 
spiriti) — how  to  caus<>  a  stonu  of  win<l  or  rain,  to  make  a  deluge,  and  contrt^l  the  ele- 
ments; also  how  to  govern  frogs,  and  at  his  bidding  to  a.ssume  great  size.  Sense 
Dojin  th<;n  bade  Jiariya  dei)art  aud  henceforth  (rwise  from  r<ib!>ing  the  i)Oor,  but  to 
take  fn)m  the  rich,  the  wicke«l,  and  dishonest.  Thus  s[)eaking,  the  old  man  turned 
into  a  frog  and  hopix.Ml  away. 

No.  lis.  LaiNpiered  j)e<leatal. 

No.  119.  Japanese  god  upon  a  horse. 

No.  120.  Same  as  119. 

No.  121.  One  of  the  seven  patnms  of  happine&M,  Toshitoku,  upon  a  reindeer  in 
repose. 

No.  122.  A  finely  wnmght  vase,  12  inches  in  Height. 

No.  123.  Japanese  bull,  u.^^etl  as  a  l)east  of  biu\len. 

No.  124.   Bronze  va.se,  sipiiire  form,  12  inclu^  in  height. 

NoH.  126  and  12(5.   Pair  of  cl«»isonne  vas«*s,  25  in<-hes  in  height. 
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ima  vase,  26  inches  in  height.     One  of  the  finwt  8i>eoiiTu»nH  of  an 

both  as  to  form  and  decoration,  to  be  found. 

).  A  pair  of  Satsuma  vases  of  the  sixteenth  century,  very  unique 

24  inches  in  height. 

.  A  pair  of  Satsuma  vases,  27  inches  in  height.  The  form  and 
pair  of  vases  are  of  the  highest  order.     In  Audesley  and  Bowes's 

Ceramics,  plate  16,  part  2,  and  plate  22,  part  6,  will  be  seen 
character  of  vase. 

3.  A  pair  of  Old  Satsnma  vases,  25  inches  in  height,  of  the  ele- 
m.  "This  particular  form  of  decoration  was  only  in  vogue  during 
entury,  which  indicates  strictly  the  period  of  their  manufacture. 
I  of  a  pair  exactly  similar  to  these,  see  plate  23,  part  2,  Audesley 
on  Japanese  Ceramics. 

.  A  pair  of  Hizen  vases,  48  inches  in  height.    Decoration,  blue 
glaze.    These  vases  are  of  a  i»ei!uliar  construction,  in  two  perfect 
lin  the  other.     The  outer  cylinder  is  openwork,  a  pattern  rarely 
dmired  by  connoisseurs  in  this  art* 
J  burner,  in  Satsuma  faience.     Very  old  and  rare. 
3e  coat  of  mail  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
.  Lacquered  pedestals. 
.  Lacquered  pedestals, 
d  144.  Three  extra  tine  Old  Satmima  vases. 

PORCELAIN. 
HATSrUA  paYencb. 

i  of  Satsuma  faience  was  commenc^ed  in  the  sixteenth  century, 
liable  specimens  of  Satsuma  pottery  are  of  very  rude  manufacture^ 
)lored  clay,  rudely  moileled,  and  very  different  from  those  beau- 
»ft-tinte<i  faience  of  a  later  j)eriod,  decorated  with  flowers,  birds, 
a  style  more  delicate  and  artistic;  than  can  be  found  throughout 
ceramic  art  outside  the  islands  of  Japan.'' 

597,  after  the  Japanese  ha^l  invaded  Korea,  Shimadzu  Yoshihisa, 
,  who  accompanied  that  expedition,  brought  with  him  on  his 
lumber  of  Korean  potters,  skilled  in  the  fabrication  of  porcelain, 
n  the  neighborhood  of  Kagoshima,  in  the  province  of  Satsuma. 
work,  they  exiKjrimented  on  the  various  materials  obtainable  in 
,  and  after  repeated  trials  succeeded  in  producing  a  hard  faience 
r'li  by  the  name  of  Satsuma  ware. 

of  these  Korean  i>otter8  have  ever  since — up  to  the  year  1871 — 
thority  and  patnmage  of  the  many  generations  of  the  Satsuma 
nense  wealth  and  influence  were  directed  to  the  i>erfection  of  this 

tiisa  had  taken  care  to  secure  the  best  and  most  experienced  work- 
has  been  continuously  followed  by  all  of  his  successors  up  to  the 
ment  of  the  feudal  system  in  1871. 

I,  deprived  of  the  protection  and  support  of  the  reigning  princes 
)rk  has  gradually  fallen  away,  until  at  the  present  time  there  is 
I  worthy  the  attention  of  the  foreign  collectors.  (See  report  to 
,  after  a  most  careful  inspection  into  the  condition  of  the  works 
cs.) 

of  a  fine  crackle,  oheervable  in  the  pure  Satsuma,  is  due  to  the 
1  which  takes  pliu^e  between  the  body  and  the  glaze,  which  results 
ork  of  fine  cracks.      **  It  can  ^>e  said  tliat  in  the  entire  range  of 


a 
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lie  art  t}u»n»  has  Ikmmi  ii»>  8iirfa«v  in\MlmtMl  incm^  n'fintHl  or  iiiore  iK»rft»clly 
te<l  to  nM'eivc  Uiv  ('<»1c)i\hI  defloration  so  famous  in  the  Sat^unia  faieniri'." 
e  HpooinionHof  the  Sat^unia  faien(i>  ^hich  are  Bf>nietime8  met  with,  heavily  deco- 
with  religions  or  heraldic  designs,  most  pn^l>ably  received  their  finish  in  the 
)  school.  The  imnt  Satsuma  is,  in  most  casi^,  llnisheil  in  floral  designs  in  com- 
ion  with  binls,  with  oi'casional  medallions  in  geometrical  figures  emblematical 
ne  sentiment. 

8  imitation  Satsuma,  mannfacturiMl  at  Awata,  in  Hizen,  and  de(X>rated  in  Tokyo, 
lily  detecte<l,  the  pure  Satsuma  l>i*ing  s<.)mewhat  roughly  ]x>tted,  and  generally 
hanl  and  ratlier  grayish-white  iKHly;  while  the  faienc«j^nf  the  Awata  ware  is 
carefully  manipulatcnl,  and  is  of  a  fine,  soft  texture,  of  a  wann  creamy  or  pale- 
w  tint,  covertHl  with  a  thinner  or  mort^  minute  crackle  glaze  than  that  applied 
3  ]nire  Satsuma.  It  is  also  more  ])rofusely  decorated,  and  heavily  ornamented 
storks,  tortoisi*s,  dragons,  and  binls  of  various  kinds  in  heavy  imitation  of  gold, 
L^nameled  in  gau<ly  tints.  Samples  of  this  class  of  work  are  illustrated  in  plates 
),  40,  and  42  of  Audesley  and  Bowes's  Keramic  Art  of  Japan,  and  are  very  fine 
mens,  although  not  Satsuma. 

p  pure  Satsuma  is  of  a  very  light  tint,  ranging  between  grayish-white  and  vel- 
)r  light  cream  color;  the  imitations  are  mostly  in  a  buff  color  or  light  yellow, 
s'ery  ejirly  jHTicMl  a  bla<*k  ground  was  resorteil  to,  but  not  long  followed.  A 
{KHumens  of  this  are  now  in  existentx\  * 


AKITA. 

1 

3  ware  known  as  Arita,  Imari,  Nagasaki,  etc.,  are  all  manufactured  in  the 
nee  of  llizcn,  ami  mostly  ex ]K:)rted  fnnn  Nagasaki,  but  little  or  none  is  manu- 
red in  that  town.  The  great  llizen  vastus,  such  as  were  exhibited  at  the  expo- 
at  Vienna  and  at  Paris  (si^'cimens  may  l»e  st»en  in  the  vt^tibule  at  the  Corcoran 
iallery),  aix;  made  at  Arita,  in  the  Province  of  llizcn,  and  are  known  as  Hizen 
ifacture.  Their  great  fault  is  tiM>  mu*'h  cn.»w<ling  in  the  decoration  and  great 
of  taste.  This  style  still  <'lings  to  this  class  of  keramic  art. 
the  fine  si^cimens  of  blue  un<lcr  a  glaze,  so  much  admiriMl  by  (X)nnoi8seur8  in 
ure  Hizen  manufacture,  there  are  two  in  vases  in  this  collection — Nc»s.  130,  131. 

Sytn  holical  ivw biuatiouj<. 
(See  "The  Mikado's  Empire,''  p.  581.) 

■ 

3  combination  of  trees,  flowers,  and  binls  on  the  Japanese  porcelains,  screens, 
are  symbolical  of  wmic  sentiment — as,  for  instanci*,  the  pine  tree  and  the  stork, 
?.ms  uf  longevity.  They  are  seen  embroidered  on  silk  robes,  and  presented  to 
i  born  infants. 

B  willow  and  the  swallow,  the  l>nmb<Nj  and  the  s|mrrow  are  indications  of 
tjness,  and  are  often  se(?n  on  screens  and  fans. 

e  young  in(.»on  and  the  cucko<»,  the  bird  us  stH'n  flying  across  the  crescent,  has  a 
:•  reference  to  a  ri'nowned  archer,  who  shot  a  hideous  l>east  having  the  head  of 
ikey  and  the  claws  of  a  ti^er. 

li  Phcenix  birtl  (Ho-wo  or  llo-ho),  with  tin*  Paulownia  ImperialiB,  as  seen 
Didere<l  on  the  Mikado's  roln^s,  rugs,  curtains,  gilded  screens,  etc.,  is  an  emblem 
titude.    The  leaves  of  this  tn»e  form  the  im]>eria]  crest. 

f.  tvaX  maple  leavt^  and  the  stag  are  often  painted  upon  their  screens  with  great 
It  !-i^nifles  changii — us,  f(»r  instance,  in  the  full  of  the  year  the  leaf  changes  to 
lUtiful  rrinison,  Hometinies  to  a  ])rilliant  maroon,  and  when  nst^l  upon  their 
IS  an<l  presentinl  to  another  party  may  indiciite  a  change  of  f(H>ling  or  sentiment. 
(>r  to  send  his  once  loved  a  sprig  <»f  this  autumn  maple  is  equivalent  to  giving 
:ie  mitten. 
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herry  ))los8r)ni  anr!  ptieaHant  are  often  combinerl  in  jMjetry  and  art  decora- 
rhe  beautiful  fcat)iere<l  bird  and  the  bloom  of  the  Sakura  tree,  which  is 
id  solely  for  its  blossoms,  the  national  flower  of  that  beautiful  land.  The 
&re  often  as  laige  as  a  rose,  and  the  falling  bloom  whitens  the  ground. 

FLOWERS,  ETC. 

»lum  (Mume)  tree,  joined  with  the  nightingale,  is  the  poet's  combination. 

ays  admired.    This  beautiful  flowering  tree  is  not  infrequently  seen  in  full 

md  not  a  leaf  visible.     It  bursts  into  clouds  of  fragrance  and  beauty  in 

y ;  sometimes  it  may  be  seen  in  full  bloom  with  the  ground,  in  early  morning, 

with  snow. 

Dmbination  of  bamboo  and  the  sparrow  or  the  willow  with  the  sparrow  are 

9  of  happiness. 

luni  tree  in  Japan  blooms  in  February,  the  cherry  tree  in  April,  the  lotus  in 

e  chrysanthemums  in  August  and  long  into  winter. 

THE  JIBHIN  UWO.  OB  EABTHQUAKE. 

Teat  fish,  upon  whose  back  is  supposed  to  rest  the  main  portion  of  the 
3  Empire,  is  the  laigest  of  all  their  mythical  creation.  The  head  of  the 
is  believed,  is  under  the  most  northern  portion  of  the  main  island,  and  its 
ewhat  near  Tokio  and  Kioto,  the  two  parts  where  the  greatest  effects  of 
bquake  is  felt  A  [gentle  quaver  of  the  earth  is  produced  when  he  simply 
his  spine.  A  severe  shock  indicates  that  the  brute  is  on  a  rampage,  like  a 
d  whale.  When  the  great  sea  dragon  thrashes  the  ocean  bottom  in  his 
he  ground  trembles  and  rocks  and  houses  tumble  and  destruction  follows, 
le  arches  his  back  in  his  wrath,  the  ocean  rolls,  and  the  awful  tidal  wave 
:he  land  and  cities  and  towns  are  swept  away  in  interminable  ruin. 

feels  the  gentle  quaver  when  he  breathes;  frequently,  Mr.  Griflis  says,  about 
nonth  on  an  average.  I  have  felt  them  twice  in  a  day,  and  one  hundred 
:urred  in  one  moon.     The  last  great  upheaval  occurred  in  1856,  when  it  is 

50,000  people  perisheil  in  Tokio  alone.  Serious  shocks,  however,  have 
I  since  and  are  frequent 

bill  (S.  1772)  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment  and 


1886— House. 

rred  to  Committee  on  the  Library. 
8,  1887— House. 

O.  R.  Singleton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  sub- 
report  (H.  4000)  on  bill  (S.  1772),  with  a  recommendation  that 

L'ommittee  reported  also  a  letter  from  Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird, 
en  had  charge  of  said  collection  in  the  National  Museunf: 

Smithsonian  Institition, 
Washingtoriy  D.  C,  January  14,  1887. 
Sir:  Mrs.  Capron  informs  me  that  you  wish  for  sonic  expression  of  my 
respecting  the  importance  and  value  of  the  Capron  collection  of  Japanese 
low  on  deposit  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

x)nse  thereto  I  beg  to  say  that  the  collection  embraces  a  very  valuable  series 
8,  illustrating  the  arts  and  iiiduHtries  of  Japan,  and  of  the  finest  quality  of 
iifihip,  many  of  them  such  as  were  held  only  by  the  Emperor. 
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We  should  consider  the  acqaif<ition  of  the  collection  of  great  importance,  and  its 
removal  from  our  caaeo  would  make  a  noticeable  gap  in  the  Japanese  series. 

The  price  at  which  the  collection  is  offereil  is  a  reasonable  one,  as  the  articles, -if 
sold  separately,  would  probably  bring  a  coiisiderably  lai^er  amount. 
Very  respectfully, 

Spbncer  F.  Baird. 
Hon.  0.  R.  Singleton, 

Chairman  of  House  Committee  on  the  FAbraryy  Washington^  D.  C. 

Committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


ETHNOIiOGY — BULLETINS. 

F0bruary  IS,  1886—Senate. 
Mr.  H.  M.  Teller  introduced  a  joint  resolution  (S.  41): 

That  there  be  printed  at  the  Grovemment  l*rinting  Office  10,000  copies  of  any 
matter  fumishe^i  by  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology  relating  to  researches  and  discoveries 
connected  with  the  study  of  the  North  American  Indians,  the  Kune  to  be  issued  in 
parts  and  the  whole  to  form  an  annual  volume  of  bulletins;  4,000  copies  of  which 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  1,500  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  4,500  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 

m 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 
February  15,  1886— House. 

Mr.  James  W.  Reid  introduced  a  resolution  (H.  120): 

Resolved^  etc,^  That  there  be  printed  at  the  Government  Printing  Office  10,000  cop- 
ies of  any  matter  furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology  relating  to  researches  and 
discoveries  connected  with  the  study  of  the  North  American  Indians,  the  same  to  be 
issued  in  parts,  and  the  whole  to  form  an  annual  volume  of  bulletins;  4,000  copies 
of  which  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Reprenentatives,  1,500  copies  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  and  4,500  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

March  25,  1886— House, 

Mr.  James  W.  Reid,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  submitted 
report  (H.  1330)  on  H.  120,  recommending  its  adoption: 

The  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  (H.  120) 
to  print  the  annual  bulletins  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  have  duly  considered  the 
same,  and  recommend  its  adoption. 

This  printing  will  be  in  addition  to  the  15,000  copies  of  the  annual 
report  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  and  will  be  different  in  matter. 

It  will  be  a  report,  in  detail,  of  the  operations  and  researches  of 
the  Bureau,  to  be  published  in  parts  as  bulletins  as  the  said  opera- 
tions and  researches  transpire.  There  will  be  from  three  to  six  parts 
per  annum,  costing  about  $500  for  each  edition,  or  from  $2,600  to 
$3,000  per  annum,  the  whole  to  form  an  annual  volume  of  bulletins. 

Conunitted  to  Conunittee  of  the  Whole. 
June  14,  1886— House. 

Mr.  James  W.  Reid  introduced  a  resolution  (H.  184)  to  pnnt  annual 
bulletins  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 
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jfES  W.  Reid.  I  ask  now  to  call  up  the  joint  resolution  (H. 

rint  the  annual  bulletins  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 

nt  resolution  was  read. 

SID,  of  North  Carolina.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  report. 

port  (by  Mr.  Reid,  of  North  Carolina)  was  then  read. 

ouse  proceedings  of  March  25,  1886). 

J.  Randall.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
n  from  North  Carolina,  who  is  on  the  Printing  Committee, 
r  this  report  is  for,  and  how  far  the  printing  already  ordered 
;tion  with  ethnology  has  been  advanced?  In  other  words, 
we  now  need  to  authorize  this  printing  in  advance  of  the 
yet  completed. 

:iD,  of  North  Carolina.  In  response  to  the  gentleman  from 
ania  I  will  say  that  as  I  understand  it  this  is  for  the  current 
has  been  issued  in  pamphlets,  and  the  cost,  as  I  have  esti- 
and  as  the  estimate  was  furnished  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
ogy.  Major  Powell,  is  about  $2,600  to  $3,000  a  year.  As  he 
le  material  he  proposes  to  issue  it  as  a  bulletin.  We  went 
ce  and  made  an  estimate.  He  exhibited  to  the  Committee  on 
specimens  of  one  of  the  bulletins  and  the  way  he  proposes  to 
om  month  to  month.     It  will  cost  from  $2,500  to  $3,000  per 

NDALL.  For  which  year? 

;iD,  of  North  Carolina.  For  the  present  current  year. 

IlNDALL.   How  far  back  has  the  ethnological  report  been 

:iD,  of  North  Carolina.  I  do  not  know. 
.NDALL.  If  I  recollect  aright,  not  later  than  1884. 
.NSOM  W.  Du>JHAM.  Not  later  than  1883. 
NDALL.  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  authorize  the  printing  of 
or  1885  until  we  know  how  far  advanced  and  what  is  the 
the  printing  of  the  report  for  1883. 

one  of  the  abuses,  as  I  think,  in  connection  with  the  scientific 
f  the  Government.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  sun- 
bill  we  have  endeavored  to  restrict  this  matter.  While  we 
n  every  dollar  that  is  essential  to  the  Bureau,  we  ought  to 
lie  printing,  which  has  come,  an  the  commission  showed,  to 
se. 

ID,  of  North  Carolina.  I  will  withdraw  the  consideration  of 
resolution  for  the  present. 

NDALL.  This  is  for  the  data  not  yet  collected.    We  are  pro- 
•  the  printing  of  matter  that  has  not  yet  come  from  the  hands 
leople  who  are  being  sent  to  the  field  to  gather  it. 
•eaker  pro  tempore    QJi^.  Alexander  M.  Dockery).  The 
I  from  North  Carolina  withdraws  the  )oint  resolution. 
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Mr.  Dunham.  Can  that  be  done  without  unanimous  consent  if 

Mr.  Nelson  Dinoley,  Jr.  Let  me  say  that  the  report  of  the  Bureau 
for  1884  is  now  being  printed. 

Mr.  Randall.  And  this  is  to  authorize  the  printing  for  two  or 
three  years  in  advance. 

Mr.  DiNGLEY.     Not  the  annual  report. 

Mr.  Randall.  This  is  for  printing  bulletins  which  are  the  advanced 
copies  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  reports.  I  hope  the  Committee 
on  Printing  will  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that  1  wish  to  interfere 
with  their  getting  their  busine^  through. 

The  Speaker  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  understands  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  proposes  to  withdraw  the  joint  resolution? 

Mr.  Reid,  of  North  Carolina.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Dunham.  Is  it  the  understanding  that  every  bill  objected  to 
by  any  one  member,  although  the  rest  of  the  House  might  wish  it 
passed,  is  to  be  withdrawn  ? 

Mr.  Randall.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  does  not  lay 
this  aside  on  my  objection,  but  on  an  objection  which  might  attract  the 
attention  of  the  House  and  be  contirmed  by  the  House.  Here  is  a 
proposition  to  print  or  authorize  the  printing  of  a  report  away  in 
advance  of  the  collection  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  North  Carolina.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me,  I  will 
say  that  I  propose  to  withdraw  the  joint  resolution  because  I  thought 
he  would  make  the  point  of  no  quorum  on  it. 

Mr.  Randall.  I  will  not  do  that. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Noilh  Carolina.  Then  I  will  not  withdraw  it.  I  do 
not  wish  .to  postpone  the  consideration  of  it;  but  I  do  not  wish,  by 
pressing  it,  to  defeat  the  object  for  which  we  are  assembled  this  night, 
as  there  are  other  measures  to  be  considered  to  which  I  think  there 
will  be  jio  objection. 

I  wish  to  make  this  statement:  There  will  be  from  three  to  six  parts 
of  this  bulletin  issued  each  year.  It  will  be  in  addition  to  the  15,000 
copies  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  and  will  be 
entirely  different  in  matter.  It  is  a  report  of  the  operations  and 
researches  of  the  Bureau,  and  will  be  more  in  detail  than  the  annual 
report.  The  bulletin  will  consist  of  the  reports  from  the  members 
connected  with  this  department  sent  out  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try to  collect  ethnological  matter,  and  will  be  issued  as  that  is  gathered, 

Mr.  Randall.  I  understand  that.  The  joint  commission  in  connec- 
tion with  the  subject  of  the  scientific  bureaus  reported  a  recommenda- 
tion that  the  printing  be  abridged.  I  want  to  show  the  gentleman 
what  has  been  the  cost  of  printing  these  reports.  There  is  work 
charged  for  1881  in  connection  with  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology  amount- 
ing to  $9,955.14.  For  1882  the  work  charged  amounts  to  $55,137.12. 
For  1883  the  work  charged  amounted  to  $9,123.27.     In  1884  the  work 
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d  amounts  to  $41,152.66.  In  1885  the  work  charged  amounted 
110.44.  The  whole  aggregated  $119,478.63  charged,  but  not 
mpleted^  And  yet  we  are  asked  to  go  on  and  make  further 
s  and  authorize  further  printing  in  this  connection,  when  the 
3  not  yet  completed  for  1881,  1882,  1883,  1884,  and  1885. 
not  think  these  facts  could  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
ittee  on  Printing,  or  that  the  recommendation  of  the  commission 
ted  to  examine  into  the  expenditures  of  this  Department  could 
een  fully  examined.  They  recommend  not  to  proceed  further 
le  printing  until  there  is  a  completioji  of  the  prior  work. 
,  what  are  these  bulletins?  They  are  scraps  that  are  subse- 
j  to  make  part  of  the  report.  Now,  it  is  asked  that  these  scraps 
e  printed  as  they  come  in.  If  they  are  printed  as  scraps  they 
not  to  be  reprinted  in  the  regular  report,  and  if  they  are  prin^d 
regular  report  they  ought  not  to  be  printed  as  scraps.  I  think 
ey  would  be  of  more  service  to  science  if  they  were  brought 
3r,  and  not  printed  separately  in  this  disjointed  way. 
Reid,  of  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  just  this  to  say: 
jport  was  made  on  March  25,  1886,  when  the  joint  commission 
d  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  not  yet  made 
sport,  and  the  Conmiittee  on  Printing  was  in  possession  of  none 
facts  reported  by  that  commission  as  the  result  of  their  inqui- 
Qcerning  the  printing  done  for  the  Geological  and  Ethnological 
s.  I  will  state,  however,  that  this  printing  is  in  addition  to 
:ular  annual  bulletin  issued  by  the  Bureau.  As  the  persons  who 
it  out  by  the  Bureau  to  make  researches  make  their  reports  it  is 
ed  to  issue  these  reports  in  pamphlet  form,  thus  giving  the  sci- 
world  the  benefit  of  those  researchers  as  they  are  made. 
DuNjiAM.  Something  like  the  Patent  Office  Gazette? 
Reid,  of  NorthTlarolina.  Something  in  that  order.  These  are 
ended  to  be  published  in  the  annual  reports  at  all.  We  went 
tie  matter  very  carefully  with  the  chief  of  the  Bureau,  and, 
ing  to  the  best  estimate  we  could  make,  they  will  be  printed  in 
iiree  to  six  parts  annually,  and  the  cost  will  be  from  $2,500  to 
per  annum.  That  would  be  in  addition  to  the  regular  annual 
ti  printed  by  the  Bureau. 

E.  Barksdale.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  call  the  previoits  (question  on 
ig  the  joint  resolution  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Randall.  Mr.  Speaker 

Barksdale.  I  withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previoas  question, 
ot  know  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  desired  to  speak 
:  on  this  subject. 

Randall.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Carolina  [Mr.  Reid]  say  that  when  this  report  was  made  the 
ittee  on  Printing  were  not  in  possession  of  the  reconunendations 
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of  the  joint  commission  in  relation  to  the  scientific  t>ui'eau8  of  the 
Gk>vernment. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  North  Carolina.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Randall]  will  remember  that  it  has  lx;en  only  a  few  weeks  since 
that  commission  reported. 

Mr.  Randall.  I  know  that,  and  I  desire  to  say  now  that  in  any- 
thing I  have  said  on  this  subje<;t  it  has  not  been  my  wish,  purpose,  or 
intention  to  reflect  in  even  the  slightest  degree  upon  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  on  Printing.  On  the  contrary,  without  mak- 
ing an  invidioiLs  distinctign*,  I  might  say  that  the  pi'esent  Committee 
on  Printing  of  this  House  has  been  perhaps  more  assiduous  in  its 
efforts  to  save  money  than  any  of  its  predecessors.  At  the  same  time, 
I  think  the  committee  ought  to  stop  right  here  and  not  ask  us  to 
appropriate  for  the  printing  of  these  bulletins,  in  view  of  the  state  of 
facts  I  have  presented. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  North  Carolina.  I  will  add,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  if  we 
send  out  these  employees  to  make  these  researches  and  to  report  upon 
them,  I  think  the  scientific  world  ought  to  have  the  benefit  of  their 
reports.  As  I  have  alrea,dy  said,  these  bulletins  are  not  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  annual  report,  and  therefore  the  only  way  in  which  the 
scientific  world  can  get  the  benefit  of  them  is  by  printing  them  in  the 
form  here  proposed. 

Mr.  Randall.  If  they  are  printed  in  this  form  they  ought  not  to  be 
subsequently  republished  at  great  additional  cost  in  the  annual  report. 
Can  the  gentleman  inform  us  when  these  bulletins  will  reach  the  public? 

Mr.  Reid,  of  North  Carolina.  Just  as  soon  as  the  order  is  made  to 
print  them. 

Mr.  Randall.  I  think  not. 

Mr.  Rkid,  of  Noilh  Carolina.  That  is  my  information  from  the 
Bureau. 

Mr.  Darwin  W.  James.  Will  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
please  tell  us  how  much  money  the  bill  carries  for  this  purpose? 

Mr.  Rkid,  of  North  Carolina.  Twenty-five  hundred  or  three  thou- 
sand dollars;  the  highest  limit  will  W,  $8,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  Randall.  Each  of  these  bulletins  cost  about  $2,500  or  $3,000, 
but  when  you  aggregate  the  cost  it  comes  to  a  great  deal  more. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Noi-th  Carolina.  No;  that  is  the  aggi-egate  cost  per 
annum.     Mr.  Speaker,  I  now  call  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  DiNGLEY.  Ifefon*  the  gentleman  does  that,  I  wish  to  make  an 
inquiry  with  reference  to  the  issuance  of  the  reports  of  the  Bureau  of 
Ethnology.  I  think  the  report  that  is  now  l)eing  distributed  is  the 
one  for  1882-83;  that  is,  three  ye^irs  behind  the  present  date,  and  the 
inquiry  I  wish  to  make  is  (if  the  Committee  on  Printing  have  investi- 
gated thr  matter)  why  it  is  tliat  thcjse  reports  are  so  much  delayed. 

Mr.  Randall.  1  can  answer  the  question.     It  is  because  the  men 
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e  engaged  in  the  field  service  for  any  particular  year  do  not 

in  full  in  time  to  make  their  work  a  part  of  the  report  for  that 

We  are  now  two  or  three  years  in  advance  in  the  authorization 

:ing  the  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 

^EiD,  of  North  Carolina.  The  gentleman  speaks  of  the  annual 

.. 

Randall.  No;  the  annual  report.     The  report  on  the  mineml 

es  of  the  United  States  is  a  different  matter., 

)revious  question  was  ordered. 

oint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 

yes  26,  noes  13. 

Randall.   I  do  not  call  for  a  quorum,  Mr.  Speaker.     I  am 

.  with  the  statements  that  have  been  made. 

oint  resolution  (H.  120)  passed — ayes  22,  noes  14. 

886— Senate. 

0  referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 
886— Senate. 

yHARLES  F.  Manderson.  I  am  instructed  bv  the  Conunittee  on 
J,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  (H.  120)  to  print 
ual  bulletins  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology,  to  report  it  favor- 
th  amendments.  I  ask  for  its  present  consideration, 
lanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
ed  to  consider  the  joint  resolution. 

rst  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  was,  in  line  6, 
e  word  '^Indians,"  to  insert: 

df  That  the  authorization  nhall  apply  only  to  matter  now  on  hand  or  (fi- 
ring the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1887. 

to  read': 

lere  be  printed  at  the  Government  Printing  Office  10,000  copies  of  any  mat- 
thed  by  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology  relating  to  researc^hes  and  discoveries 

1  with  the  study  of  the  North  American  Indians:  Provided^  That  the 
tion  shall  apply  only  to  matter  now  on  hand  or  colle<*ted  during  the  fiscal 
ng  June  30,  1887;  the  same  to  Ikj  issued  in  parts  and  the  whole  to  form 
1  volume  of  hulletinn,  4,000  copies  of  which  shall  l)e  for  the  use  of  the 
Representatives,  1,500  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  4,500  copies  for 
•  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 

mendment  was  agreed  to. 

ext  amendment  was  to  add  as  a  new  se<*tion  the  following: 

The  sum  of  $3,000,  or  hd  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  for  the  print- 
inding  of  the  aforesai<i  annual  bulletins,  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any 
the  Treasury  not  otherwine  appropriateil. 

mendment  was  agreed  to. 

oint  resolution  was    rej)orted  to  the  Senate  as  amended,  and 

ndments  were  concurred  in. 

inendments  were  or<^iorod  to  be  engrossed  and  the  joint  reso- 

)  be  read  a  third  tii^je. 
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The  joint  resolutipn  was  road  the  third  time  and  passed. 
Mr.  Manderson.  I  move  that  the  Senate  insist  on  its  amendments 
id  ask  a  conference  with  the  House  of  Representatives  thereon. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  President  pro  tempore  was  authorized 
>  appoint  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  John  Sherman).  The  Chair  appoints 
ic  members  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  as  the  conferees  on  the  part 
f  the  Senate  on  the  various  House  resohitions  about  printing  which 
ive  bfeen  passed  to-day*  with  amendments. 

fgustS,  1886— House. 

Passed  as  amended. 


tgust  5,  1886, 


Joint  resolution. 


Besolved,  etc.,  That  there  be  printed  at  the  (Tovernmcnt  Printing 
ffice,  10,00()  copies  of  any  matter  furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Eth- 
ology relating  to  researches  and  discoveries  connected  with  the  study 
F  the  North  American  Indians:  Provided^  That  the  authorization 
lall  apply  only  to  matter  now  on  hand  or  collected  during  the  fiscal 
ear  ending  June  30,  1887;  the  same  to  be  issued  in  parts  and  the 
hole  to  foim  an  annual  volume  of  bulletins;  4,000  copies  of  which 
lall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  1,500  copies  for 
le  use  of  the  Senate,  and  4,500  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Bureau  of 
thnology. 

Sec.  2.  The  sum  of  $3,000  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessaiy 
)rthe  printing  and  binding  of  the  aforesaid  annual  bulletins  is  hereby 
ppropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  gtherwise  appro- 
bated. 

(Stat,  XXIV,  341).) 

ibruary  17,  1887 — Senate. 
Mr.  T.  M.  BowEN  submitted  a  concurrent  resolution: 

Resolvedf  etc.,  That  there  be  printed  at  the  Government  Printing  Office  6,000 
»])ies  of  any  matter  furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology  relating  to  researches 
id  discoveries  connected  with  the  study  of  the  North  American  Indians:  jFVo- 
dedy  That  the  authorization  shall  apply  only  to  matter  now  on  hand  or  collected 
iring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1888;  the  same  to  be  issued  in  parts  and  the 
hole  to  form  an  annual  volume  of  bulletins,  2,500  copies  of  which  shall  be  for  the 
Mi  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  1,000  c<^pies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and 
500  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology. 

Sec.  2.  The  sum  of  f3,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  for  the  print- 
g  and  binding  of  the  aforesaid  annual  bulletins,  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any 
oney  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

ibruary  23,  1887— House. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Wait  offered  a  concurrent  resolution,  the  same  as  sub- 
dtted  by  Mr.  T.  M.  Bowen  in  Senate,  February  17,  1887. 
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GRANT   RELICS. 

i  1886Sefiafe. 

JSTIN  S.  Morrill  introduced  a  joint  resolution  (S.  46): 

s  William  H.  Vanderbilt  and  Julia  Dent  Grant,  by  deed  of  trust  execute<l 
h  day  of  January,  1885,  presented  to  the  United  States  certain  swordn, 
aintings,  bronzes,  portraits,  commissions  and  addresses,  and  objects  of 

art  presented  by  various  Governments  in  the  world  to  Gen.  Ulysses  8. 
^kens  of  their  high  appreciation  of  his  illustrious  character  as  a  soldier  and 
n:  Therefore, 

etc.f  That  the  United  States  accept,  with  grateful  acknow^ledgments,  the 
rty  and  articles,  more  fully  described  in  the  schedule  attached  to  said  deed 

be  held  by  the  United  States  and  preserved  and  protected  in  the  city  of 

n  for  the  use  and  inspection  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

?hat  the  said  property  and  articles  be  placed  under  the  custody  of  the 

the  National  Museum;  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  the  same  for 
ig  therein. 

ed  to  Committee  on  the  Library. 

was  also  referred  to  this  committee  a  letter,  presented  by  Mr. 
rrill: 

February  lOy  1886. 
re  is  at  present  in  the  custody  of  the  Secretary  of  War  a  collection  of 
lich  belonged  to  General  Grant  and  have  become  the  property  of  the 
tes.  1  would  respectfully  suggest  the  desirability  of  taking  steps  to  secure 
;r  of  these  objects  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  exhibition  in  the 
[useum.  It  seems  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
'  the  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution  (Rev.  Stat.,  Title  LXXIII, 
79-5594)  it  is  provided  "that  all  objects  of  art  and  curious  and  foreign 
*  *  *  belonging  or  hereafter  to  belong  to  the  United  States  which  may 
ity  of  Washington  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
,  together  with  new  specimens  obtained  by  exchange,  donation,  and  other- 

*  *  *  shall  be  so  arranged  and  classified  as  best  to  facilitate  their 
►n  and  study"  (Rev.  Stat.,  section  5586),  and  by  subsequent  enactment 
ty-fifth  Congress,  third  session,  chap.  182,  p.  394)  the  National  Museum 
ated  the  place  of  deposit. 

has  therefore  in  the  past  been  always  construed  to  mean  that  the  National 
the  proper  place  for  the  exhibition  of  articles  given  by  foreign  Govem- 
le  President  or  to  other  officials.  In  1883  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
entire  collection  of  Washington  relics,  which  had  for  many  years  been  di»- 
he  Patent  Office,  together  with  the  Lewis  collection  of  Washington  relics, 
been  bought  by  Congress,  to  be  transferred  to  the  Museum.  President 
President  Cleveland  have  also  sent  to  the  Museum  objects  presented  to 
reign  Governments,  and  the  Toledo  sword,  presented  by  the  Republic  of 
sneral  Grant,  was  by  him  placed  with  the  objects  which  have  since  been 

from  the  Patent  Office.  Among  the  other  Presidential  gifts  I  may  men- 
3  given  to  Presidents  Jefferson,  Jackson,  Van  Buren,  and  Taylor.  I  may 
of  the  extensive  Japanese  collection  given  by  the  Government  of  Japan  to 

States,  through  its  representative,  Commodore  Perry,  and  numerous  per- 
^nirs  of  civil,  military,  and  naval  officers  of  the  United  States, 
h  hall  of  the  National  Museum  has  been  assigned  to  the  collection  of  his- 
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borical  relics,  and  it  will  be  possible  t-o  install  the  Grant  relics  in  a  very  attractive 

[nanner  in  connection  with  objects  of  a  similar  character. 

I  ain,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

G.  Brown  Goode, 

AssiMant  Director. 
Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird, 

Secretary  SmUhjtonian  Institution  and  Director  U.  S.  National  MxiMum. 
March  4,  1886— Senate. 

Mr.  William  J.  Sewell.  1  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  (S.  46),  accept- 
ing from  William  H.  Vanderbilt  and  Julia  Dent  Grant  objects  of  value 
and  art  presented  by  various  foreign  Governments  to  the  late  Gen. 
Ulysses  S.  Grant,  to  report  it  without  amendment.  1  ask  unanimous 
[jonsent  for  its  present  considei*ation. 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  John  Sherman).  The  joint  resolu- 
tion will  be  read  for  information. 

Mr.  George  F.  Edmunds.  I  do  not  object  at  all,  but  am  very  confi- 
dent (probably  it  did  not  pass  the  House)  that  at  a  former  session  the 
Senate  passed  a  similar  resolution. 

Mr.  Sewell.  It  was  passed  by  the  Senate  last  year,  but  did  not 
pass  the  House. 

Mr.  Edmunds.  The  Senate  had  gladly  taken  the  collection.  Is  this 
the  same  sort  of  resolution  ? 

Mr.  Sewbll.  It  is  changed  a  little  so  as  to  place  the  objects  in  the 
custody  of  the  Director  of  the  National  Museum. 

Mr.  Edmunds.  I  have  no  objection  to  it. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  The  joint  resolution  will  be  read, 
subject  to  objection. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  preamble  and  joint  resolution. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  resolution. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  The  question  is,  Shall  the  joint  res- 
olution pass? 

Mr.  Edmunds.  We  ought  to  take  notice  of  the  fact  in  regard  to  the 
form  of  the  resolution  that  William  H.  Vanderbilt  since  that  gift  wiis 
made  so  generously  has  died.  Whether  there  would  be  any  difficult3^ 
in  that  form  of  stating  it  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Sewell.  I  should  think  not,  because  the  communication  was 
from  William  H.  Vanderbilt.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  about  accept- 
ing the  articles. 

The  joint  resolution  was  passed. 

The  preamble  was  agreed  to. 

l/?r/7  15,  1886— House. 

Mr.  Otho  R.  Singleton  reported  S.  46.     Referred  to  Calendar. 
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i86— House. 

^86. 

Joint  resolution. 

m 

as  Julia  Dent  Grant  and  William  H.  Vanderbilt,  by  deed  of 
cuted  on  the  10th  day  of  January,  1885,  presented  to  the 
•tates  certain  swords,  medals,  paintings,  bronzes,  portraits, 
ons,  and  addresses,  and  objects  of  value  and  art  presented  by 
rovernments  in  the  world  to  Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Grant  as  tokens 
ligh  appreciation  of  his  illustrious  character  as  a  soldier  and 
an:  Therefore, 

?6?,  etc. ,  That  the  United  States  accept,  with  gi-atef  ul  acknowl- 
,  the  said  property  and  articles,  more  fully  described  in  the 
attached  to  said  deed  of  trust,  to  be  held  by  the  United  States 
Tved  and  protected  in  the  city  of  Washington  for  the  use  and 
ti  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
That  the  said  property  and  articles  be  placed  under  the.  cus- 
the  Director  of  the  National  Museum;  and  he  is  hereby 
:o  receive  the  same  for  safe-keeping  therein. 
S:XIV,  348.) 

NATIONAL  MUSEUM^GOVERNMENT  COLLECTIONS. 
'86 

March  2,  1886. 
F.  Baird, 

'.tary  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  present  the  following  statements,  in  reply 
bter  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  of 
r  20,  in  relation  to  the  National  Museum  and  Government 
IS,  etc.: 

^ss  by  act  of  May  14,  1836  (Stat.  V,  29)  appropriated  $150,000 
rveying  and  exploring  expedition  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and 
s.  This  is  known  as  the  Wilkes  Exploring  Expedition. 
5,  1840,  the  National  Institution  was  organized  with  Hon. 
nsett,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Hon.  James  K.  Paulding,  See- 
the Navv,  as  directors. 

of  March  3,  1844,  $5,000  were  appropriated  to  defray  tne 
of  transporting  to  Washington  and  arranging  and  preserv- 
Dllcctions  made  by  the  exploring  expedition.  (Stat.  V,  420.) 
Bction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  these  collections  were 
1  the  care  of  the  National  Institution,  March  15,  1841,  and 
[  in  the  Patent  Office,  April,  1841. 

e,  1841,  the  collection  of  Indian  portraits  and  curiosities  of 
Department  was  deposited  in  the  cabinet  of  the  National 
>n  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
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In  July,  1841,  the  minonils,  lM)()ks,  maniisiTipts,  and  other  articles 
)riningpartof  tho  Smithsonian  boq  nest  were  deposit^nl  by  the  Secre- 
irv  of  the  Treasury. 

On  the  9th  of  Aujifust,  1841,  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  Secretary  of 
tate,  transferred,  with  thv  approval  of  Mr.  Ellsworth,  the  Commis- 
oner  of  Pat<*nts,  the  explorin*^  (^\p(»dition  eolleetions  from  banement 
X)ms  in  th<»  buildinj(  to  the  upper  rocmis,  or  '*  Splendid  Hall,"  in 
le  seeond  storv  of  thi»  Patent  Office. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  1842  (Stat..  VI,  845).  the  National  Institute  wais 
icorporatixl  by  Congress  as  tln»  successor  of  the  National  Institution. 
ts  charter  expired  by  limitiition  in  twxMity  years,  with  an  extension 
f  three  years  to  wind  up  its  affairs.  This  ac^t  provided  that  all  the 
roperty  of  siiid  coriK)ration  at  the  time  of  the  expiration  or  dissolu- 
on  of  its  charter  should  belonj;  to  and  devolve  upon  the  United 
tate.s. 

By  act  of  Auj,mst  4,  1842  (Stat.,  V,  501),  J*^20,000  was  appropriated 
)r  .the  tmnsportiition,  arninjjr(»nient.  and  presen'ation  of  these  ed- 
uctions. 

The  Government  collections  of  natuml  history,  etc.,  were  placed  in 
le  upper  room  of  the  Patent  Office*,  under  the  care  of  such  pei^sons 
i  may  b<'  appointed  by  the  Joint  Conunittee  on  the  Library,  by  act 
f  August  2^;,  1842  (Stat.,  V,  584). 

The  act  of  Congress  of  August  10,  1840  (Stat.,  IX,  102),  organizing^ 
le  Smithsonian  Institution,  provided — 

Sk<'.  6.  AihI  be  it  furthei^  enacU'd^  That,  in  pruiK>rtion  us  suitable  arrangements  can 
•  made  for  their  reception,  all  ohjects  of  art  ami  of  foreign  and  curioiin  researc^h, 
id  all  objeclrt  of  natural  hintory,  ])lants,  and  geologi(!al  and  mineralogical  Hpeitimens, 
'longing,  or  hereafter  to  l)elong,  to  the  rnite<l  States,  which  may  be  in  the  city  of 
"a^^hington,  in  whoi»eHoever  (rustxxly  the  Hame  may  In?,  sliall  l)e  delivered  to  such 
»ry*onH  as  may  Ihj  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Regt;nts  to  receive  them,  and  shall  l)e 
•rangeil  in  such  onler,  and  so  classed,  as  [to]  l)est  facilitate  the  examination  and 
u<ly  of  them,  in  the  building  so  as  aforesaid  to  Ik?  erec!ted  for  the  Institution;  and 
le  Kegents  of  said  Institution  shall  afterwards,  as  new  spi^imens  in  natural  history, 
•ology,  or  mineralcjgy,  may  be  obtained  for  the  museum  of  the  Institution,  by 
cchanges  of  duplicate  sjHM'imens  belonging  to  the  Institution,  (which  they  art^  hereby 
ithorize<l  to  make,)  or  by  donation,  which  they  may  n.H,*eive,  or  otherwise,  cause 
ich  new  siR'cimens  to  l)e  also  apj)ropriately  classed  and  arranged.  And  the  min- 
als,  IxMiks,  manuscrii)ts,  and  other  i)roj)erty,  of  James  Smithson,  which  have  lx?en 
iceivtMl  by  the  (tovemjnent  of  the  United  States,  and  are  now  place<i  in  the  Depart- 
ent  of  State,  shall  be  removed  to  said  Institution,  and  shall  be  preserved  separate 
id  apart  fnjm  other  projK'rty  of  the  Institution. 

The  Regents  were  authorized  to  locate  the  building  for  the  Smith- 
)nian  Institution  so  as ''  to  form  a  wing  to  the  Patent  Office  building, 
id  may  so  connect  the  same  witli  the  present  hall  of  said  Patent 
office  building  containing  the  national  cabinet  of  curiosities  as  to 
institute  the  said  hall,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  deposit  for  the  cabinet 
f  said  Institution,  if  they  deem  it  expedient  to  do  so"  (sec.  5). 
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.  directly  by  the  disbui'sin^  a^ent  of  the  Dopartinent  of  the  Interior. 

)  Report  of  Exec.  Com.  of  Rejjfeiits,  Journal,  p.  569.) 

ho  National  Maseuni  is  mentioned  in  the  act*^  of  Congress  of  March 

375,  July  31,   1876,  and  subsequently,  and  a  building  has  been 

ted  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  expressly  for  its  act*oiumo- 

on. 

^hen  the  Government  collections  were  tmnsferr(»d  from  the  Patent 

ue  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  same  officials  and  employees 

e  retained,  the  curator,  John  Varden,  continuing  on  the  pay  roll 

1  his  death,  in  1865,  and  another — a  lalx)rer — still  l^eingin  theserv- 

jf  the  Museum. 

ther  officers  have  from  time  to  time  been  appointed  under  the 

tnth  section  of  the  act  organizing  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which 

cts  that  the  "  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  dis- 

•ge  the  duties  of  keeper  of  the  Museum  and  may,  with  the  consent 

be  Board  of  Regents,  employ  assistants.'- 

he  vouchers  and  pay  rolls  are  examined  and  approved  quarterly  by 

executive  committee  of  the  Board  of  Regents  and  are  paid  by  the 

ursing  clerk  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  as  sent  to  him  by 

Secretaiy  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  with  his  indorsement  as 

orrectness,  etc. 

espectfuUy  submitted. 

Wm.  J.  Rhees, 
Chi^f  Clerk  Stniihsfmmn  Ifwtitutia?^ 
rof.  S.  F.  Baird, 

Secretary  Srnlthsoniun  Tnstitutioii, 
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NATIONAL  MUSEUM — SUNDAY   OPENING. 
i2,  1886^Hou8e. 

ir.   Zachary  Taylor  (by  request)  introduced  a  joint  resolution 

158): 

At  the  officers  of  the  United  States  in  charge  of  the  national  museums  and  insti- 

of  the  United  States  shall  be  require<l  to  keep  said  public  buildings  open  on 

lays  for  as  many  hours  as  on  week  days;  and  that  the  heads  of  the  Departments 

ag  control  of  said  buildings  may  employ  additional  employees  for  that  purpose. 

eferred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 


NATIONAL   MUSEUM — SECTHON   OF   TRANftl>ORTATION. 
24,  1886— House. 

A\  William  G.  Stahlnecker  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
iff,  vice-president  of  the  Alabama  Great  Southern  Railroad,  and 
y  others,  for  an  appropriation  to  carry  out  the  plans  recently 
)ted  for  the  organization  of  the  section  of  steam  transportation  in 
United  States  National  Museum. 
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Wilbur,  president;  Charlw  Harti»horne,  vice-prpsident;  J.  R.  Fan- 
sliawe,  secretary.  liOuiKviile  and  Nashville  Ilailway:  A.  M.  Quarrier, 
second  vice-president.  Ix^uinvillc,  New  Orleans  and  Texas  Railway: 
W.  N.  Marshall,  master  of  tranH|X)rtation.  Marylan<l  Steamboat  Com- 
pany: H.  B.  Ensign,  president.  Mexican  National  Railway:  C.  A. 
Merriam,  general  superintendent.  Minnesota  and  Northwestern  Rail- 
road: J.  C.  Femstonn,  chief  engineer.  Missouri  Patnfic  Railway: 
H.  M.  Hoxie,  vice-president.  New  Orleans  J'acilic  Railway:  E.  B. 
Wheelock,  president.  New  York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Rail- 
road: Cliauncey  M.  De|)ew,  presi<lent;  IIora<*e  J.  Ilayden,  vice- 
president;  J.  M.  Tancey,  general  superintendent.  New  York,  Ontario 
and  W€»steni  Railway:  Thomas  P.  Fowler,  president;  J.  E.  Childa^ 
general  manager.  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk  Railroad: 
William  A.  Patton,  vice-president.  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad: 
F.  J.  Kimball,  president.  Northern  Pacific  Railway:  T.  F.  Oakes, 
vi(*e-president  and  general  manager.     North  Pennsylvania  Railroad: 

F.  A.  Comly,  president.  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroml:  W.  W.  Pea- 
iKxly,  president.    Old  Colony  Railroa<l:  Charles  F.  S<*hoate,  president; 

G.  L.  Ix>vering,  R.  W.  Turner,  C.  N.  Bliss,  John  J.  Russell,  G.  A.  Gardi- 
ner, John  S.  Braghn,  Thcwnas  Dunn,  Thomas  J.  Bonlen,  directora. 
Oregon  and  California  Railroad:  R.  WoeMen,  receiver  and  general 
manager;  J.  Brandt,  general  superintendent;  C.  H.  Andrew,  second 
vice-president.  Pacific  Coast  Railway:  J.  M.  Fillmore,  manager. 
Pennsylvania  Company:  T.  D.  Messier,  vice-president  and  comptroller. 
Pennsylvania  Railroad:  G.  B.  Rol>erts,  president;  Frank  Thomson, 
second  vice-president;  J.N.  Du  Barry,  third  vice-president;  John  P. 
Green,  fourth  vice-president;  John  C.  Sims,  jr.,  secretary;  John  D. 
Taylor,  treasurer;  Charles  E.  Pugh,  general  manager;  T.  N.  Ely,  gen- 
eral superintendent  motive  i)ower;  Alexander  M.  Fox,  Henry  D. 
Welsh,  H.  H.  Houston,  John  P.  Wetherill,  N.  Parker  Shortridge, 
Wistar  Morris,  directors;  J.  T.  Ri(>hanls,  assistant  chief  engineer;  U.  R. 
Pettit,  general  suixjrintendent;  F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  general  su])erin- 
tendent;  S.  M.  Prevost,  general  superintendent  transportiitiuii;  J.  R. 
Wood,  general  passenger  agent;  G.  W.  Boyd,  assistant  general  passen- 
ger agent;  R.  W.  Downing,  comptroller;  M.  W.  Thomson,  engineer, 
maintenance  of  way;  E.  F.  Brooks,  engineer,  maintenance  of  way. 
Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad:  H.  K.  Nichols,  chief  engineer; 
J.  Low^rie  Bell,  general  traffic  manager.  Philadelphia,  Wilmington 
and  Baltimore  Railroa<l:  Isaac  Hinckley,  president.  Providence  and 
Worcester  Railroad:  James  Callery,  president.  Richmond  and  Alle- 
gheny Railroad:  Decatur  Axtell,  receiver  and  manager.  Richmond 
and  Danville  Railroad:  F.  W.  Huidekoper,  vice-president.  Rich- 
mond, Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  Railroad:  Joseph  P.  Brinton, 
president:  E.  T.  D.  Myers,  general  superintendent;  J.  H.  Winston, 
treasurer.  Rome,  Watertown  and  Ogdensburg  Railroad:  H.  W.  Brit- 
ton,  general  manager.  St.  Louis,  Alton  and  Terre  Haute  Railroad: 
W.  Bayard  Cutting,  president;  G.  W.  Parker,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager.  St.  Louis  and  San  Francisco  Railway:  D.W.Nichols, 
general  superintendent;  James  Dunn,  chief  engineer.  Shenango  and 
Allegheny  Railroad:  J.  T.  Blair,  president.  Southern  Pacific  Railroaci: 
A.  C.  Hutchinson,  general  manager;  A.  N.  Towne,  general  manager. 
Southern  Florida  Railroad:  J.  E.  Ingraham,  president.  Steam  Packet 
Company,  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Railroad,  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail- 
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fa/  26,  1886— House. 

Mr.  H.  LiBBEY  piTsciited  a  petition  of  iwirties  prominent  in  rail- 
oad  circles,  iwkiny  an  appropriation  for  the  orgamization  of  the  nec- 
ion  of  steam  transportation  in  the  United  States  National  Museum. 

Referred  to  ComniittiH*  on  Appropriations. 

NATIONAI.    MLTSEl  M       ESTIMATES. 

1 

December  7.  1885 — House.  j 

P^tiiiuitcs  f(»r  1887. 

For  the  erection  of  a  lire-pr(K)f  building  for  storing  the  alcoholic 
oUections  of  the  National  Museum,  JJ^IoJMM). 

Note. — Tho  safety  <»f  tluMutorior  of  the  National  Miisoum  and  the  Smithsonian 
»uil(ling  in  endaiigonvl  by  thi?  hirgi*  imriilM*r  of  alcoholit*  HiKH'iiiienH  kept  thert»in,  and 
t  irt  oonniilered  by  piiblio  inuseiiiiiH)  lK)th  at  home  ami  al)roa(l,  very  iiii|Kirtant  to 
lave  a  sepanite  building  for  their  reception  and  preservation.  There  are  at  present 
lo  Hiiitable  aeeoninKxlations  for  thest*  eollectionn. 

For  the  preservation,  exhibition,  and  increase  of  the  collections 
eceived  from  the*  surveying  and  exploring  expeditions  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  from  other  sources,  including  salaries  or  compennation 
>t  all  necessary  employees,  ^125,000. 

For  expense  of  heating,  lighting,  electrical  and  telephonic  service 
or  the  National  Museum,  ^15,(K>0. 

For  cases,  furniture,  and  fixtures  required  for  the  exhibition  and 
afe-keeping  of  the  collections  of  the  National  Museum,  including^ 
alaries  or  compensation  of  all  necessary  employees,  $40,000. 

For  asphalt  pavement  on  the  west  side  of  the  National  Museum 
md  between  the  Museum  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  $2,500. 

To  refund  the  duty  paid  by  Semon  Bache  &  Co.,  of  New  York, 
ipon  glass,  from  imported  stock,  furnished  to  the  National  Museum 
md  the  New  Orleans,  Louisville,  and  Cincinnati  expositions  for  exhi- 
)ition  cases,  $3,562.56. 
'ebruary  9,  1886 — House. 

Deficiency  estimates  for  1886,  eto. 

To  meet  expenses  of  receiving,  packing,  transporting  to  the  National 
tfuseum  in  Washington,  and  of  installing  or  storing  such  new  speci- 
nens  and  collections  as  may  be  presented  to  the  United  States  at  the 
^orth,  Central,  and  South  American  Exposition  held  in  New  Orleans, 
L«a.,  in  1885-86,  to  be  available  for  the  fiscal  year  1886-87,  and  to 
'ompletc  the  installation  of  the  collections  received  in  1885  from  the 
^Vorld's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial  Exposition,  $2,500. 

Smithsonian  Institittion, 
Washivgioii,  D.  C,  January  16,  1886. 
8ir:  1  respectfully  aHk  that  the  inclosed  estimate  for  an   immeiliate  deficiency 
ippropriation  ))e  prej^ented  to  the  Conimittee.  on  Appropriations  of  the  House  of 
iei^resentatives. 
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srvatioa  of  coIIertioiiF,  National  Mu^4i'UIl^  lSS<i. — For  heating  and  lighting  the 
a1  Museum. — For  expenne  of  ht^atiii);,  li^htin^,  and  tolephone  and  electrical 
,  $500,  being  a  defiden(*y  for  the  fiflcal  yt^r  on<ling  June  30,  1886. 

?,  1886^Hou9: 

*  fn>m  the  Acthuj  SeiTetary  <tf  the  Treasury ^  tnnwmitting  an.  eHi^ 
iiuite  fnnn  the  Dlreetor  af  th-  Xnttoual  MxiAtnim.      *   . 

SmITIIHONIAN    iNSTITimOMy 

WaMnglon^  D.  C,  June.  91^  188S. 
I  Y)eg  to  incIotHi  herewitli,  for  trannnuH^ion  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
f  the  House  of  Reprei^entativeH,  an  item  for  the  completion  of  th^  heating  and 
>nic  service  of  the  U.  S.  National  MuHeum  for  the  fiwtal  year  1886,  representing 
^ess  of  liabilities  over  the  appropriation  ma*le  for  this  purjMjBe. 
V^ery  respectfully,  your  ob<MUent  Ht»r\'ant, 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 
Sefrdanf  SmUfmmtinii  IiiMitut'um  niid  I>irrrtor  r.  S.  Natiouttl  Museum,  ' 

.  C  S.  FAiRcniLn, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Tretuturjf. 

expense  of  heating,  lighting,  and  telephoni(r  and  ele<!trical  Hervice,  $631. 07, 
I  deficiency  for  the  iist^I  year  ending  June  IW,  1886. 

erred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

K  1886. 

In  the  estimate  of  deficiencies  required  for  the  fiscal  year  1886  and  preceding 

^  an  item  of  $2,500  to  meet  expenses  of  receiving,  packing,  and  transporting 

National  Museum  certain  specimens  from  New  Orleans.     As  the  occasion  for 

cpenditure  has  paired,  I  would  respectfully  ask  the  withdrawal  from  the  bill 

acellation  of  that  item. 

Elespectfully,  Spencer  F.  Baird, 

Secretary  Smithsonian  InMituticn. 
,  James  N.  Burnes, 

Chairman  Suhcammitlee  on  AppropriationSj  House  of  Rejireseniatives. 

1886. 

Dear  Senator:  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  item  which  failed 
ive  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  House  C-ommittee  on  Appropriations  because 
y  in  reaching  that  Ixxiy,  it  being  impossible  for  us  to  get  the  nece«?iary  infor- 
until  recently, 
aid  add  that  the  items  entering  into  this  deficiency  item  are: 

of  telephones $380.00 

larter  ending  June  30, 1886  (estimated) 225. 57 

c  supplies 15. 60 

10.50 

rotal 631.67 

testing  that  you  will  kindly  have  the  item  put  upon  the  deficiency  bill  now 

your  committee, 

[  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly,  yours, 

Spencer  F.  Baird,  Secretary. 

W.  B.  Allison, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Appropriations^  V.  S.  Senate. 


1 


2  roNUKKSSlONAL    PKiK'KKDINOS. 

o  iiicn'ust*  nf  tlu'  :ii»])n»i»riatii>n  for  international  oxchangef*  ih  askc^l  on  the 
ml  that  tin*  ai-inal  t'xcosnf  mst  nvcr  tlir  $10,(HH)ai>iin>|»riate<l  f(»r  the  fif>cal  wur 
wot*  $L\(>K),  and  thr  incnsisc  in  sn  ra]>i(i  that  without  <lt)iil)t  by  the  be^nning  of 
im-al  yi-ar  isss  then.' will  Ih»  an  addition  of  ivrtainly  5<)  jHTfent.  It  should  be 
e  in  mind  that  thi^'  appropriation  in  made  primarily  for  i-arryin^  out  the  law  of 
:n'HH,  which  din*<'t.<  thf  cxrhanp'  of  50  s«*tH  of  pnhIi<>iitionH  of  the  United  States 
Tnmcnt  with  fon^i^n  unvcrnnifntH  nttiirnint;  an  (Hpiivalent:  and  alno  includes 
>f  the  exchanp'of  the  pM))Ii(•:ltion^•  of  all  the  teelinii-al  and  seientiti<*  institution? 
e  Tnite*!  States  with  thos«*  «if  fnn'ijrn  eountries.  This  involvi*s  the  tran^mimon 
-iH'«*ption  of  alNiiit  1,.Vn)  Intxes  annually,  the  (>x|>enH(*  t»f  tranii)M>rtation  between 
linirton  and  ail  parts  nf  the  wnrid.  the  salaries  of  a^enti<,  the  expeuBe  of  boxing, 
r,  et<'.,  and  the  service  neci'ssarv  to  i-arrv  on  the  work. 

e  Smithsonian  Institution  has  f(»r  several  years  made  ^(nmI  any  deAi-it  in  this 
)priation.  hut  it  seems  hanlly  ri^ht  that  it  should  l>e  taxe<l  for  this  liovemnit*nt 
.,  es]>ecially  in  view  nf  th<-  fact  that  it  maki*sfrom  its  own  fund  an  annual  ex|)endi- 
of  ahout  :i!I(),0(Ml  f«>r  printing'  ImmjUs  which  are  sent  ahn>ad  in  exehan^%  the 
ns  for  which  are  dcpositeil  in  the  Library  of  C'onjrreHH  and  constitute  a  very 
•rtant  fejiture  <»f  that  establishment. 
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f7.  7886— House. 

eport  (II.  2S1IS)  on  tho  sundry  civil  hill  for  18S7,  by  Mr.  S.  J. 
(hill,  of  tho  C'omuiittcM*  on  Appropriations,  indudcHl  letters  from 
f.  Sj)ciu'(M'  F.  Baird,  Socrotarv  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and 
f.  J.  W.  rowcU,  Dirortor  of  tho  V.  S.  (icolo^inil  SuiToy. 

\V.\HniN(iTON,  I).  C,  Junes,  1SS6, 
:ai{  Sik:  1  Ik';:  to  state  soniewhat  mon^'Xplicitly  than  I  wan  ahle  to  do  y€*?*ter- 
he  fa<'ts  in  rt»;^ard  to  the  printing  of  the  Smithsonian  and  the  Fish  Comminnion 
:ts,  etc.,  respe«'tinjr  which  you  made  imiuiry  of  me. 

)  Smithffoiiitiii  Inytifutinn. — An  annual  rej>ort  on  the  o|K*rationa  of  the  Inntitiition 
lxH*n  addressed  to  Oonjrress  ye^ir  hy  yeiir  since  184(),  and  tho  ]>rintin}>;  ordered 
e  usual  courw.  The  annual  meeting:  of  the  Hoard  of  Kegonti^  takes  place  about 
niddle  of  January,  hut  tlu^  report  itself  has  seldom  lxH?n  printed  within  i*ix 
:hs  of  that  date,  sometimes  two  years  e lapsing:  U'fore  it  is  in  the  liamln  of  the 
d  (.)f  Re;:ents  and  of  Con^iress.  For  the  puri)Ose  of  having:  it  more  promptly,  po 
tho  <letails  could  he  available  for  cr>nsideration  at  the  animal  me(;ting,  a  law 
passed  directin*!  the  Tuhlic  Printer  to  have  the  r(?jnilar  edition  of  the  report 
cd  year  hy  year  us  soon  as  rtKeivi^l  ironi  the  Secretary;  putting  it  on  tin*  same 
iw  the  regular  reports  of  the  Departments  of  the  Government.  The  printing  of 
I  copies,  howexcr,  is  still  left  to  Congress  to  authorize. 

[lay  remark  here  that  the  rejuirt  for  tlie  fisi-al  yt»ar  1885  has  not  yet  lH»en  coni- 
d  hy  the  printer.  In  addition  to  the  printing  of  tlie  annual  reix)rt,  an  estimate 
been  sent  in  for  a  number  of  years  to  the  Deiwirtment  of  the  Interior  (which 
irses  the  appropriations  for  the  Natiimal  Muwnim)  of  S10,000,  to  meet  the  inri- 
al  printing  n^«iuired  for  tlu^  National  Museum.  This  cmbrat^es  the  service 
inid  for  printing  an  immense  number  of  labels  for  that  Department,  as  also  tlie 
lied  rrocee<lings  and  the  Hulletins  of  the  National  Museum,  which  embrai^e 
connected  with  the  operations  of  the  Museum,  and  the  si>ecimen8  containeii 
iin.  The  bibliography  of  Mr.  Lea,  of  which  you  showed  me  a  copy  yesterday, 
I  enumeration  of  the  publications  of  an  eminent  naturalist  in  Philadelphia, 
ly  95  years  of  age,  the  ohlest  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  science  in 
rica.     All  his  collections  have  beiui  given  by  him  to  the  National  Museum,  and 
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Floor  itjmce  tKVupied  hjf  the  (reologinil  SuriYij  in  Washington  offieeB. 


IUM)E   HUILDIMf. 

Sqtiare 

cement  (engine  roc^niH  an<l  litholofnoal  lalwratory )    4, 

reet  floor  (document  roomfl^ 1, 

ret  floor  (rooms) 5, 

cond  floor  (rooms) .*  5, 

lird  floor  ( rooms) , 5, 

mrth  floor  (rooms) 5, 

fth  floor  (rcwms) 6, 

ills  (used  for  map  caries,  file  cases,  etc. ) 6, 


667 


687 
539 

787 


687 


Total 40, 

NATIONAL    MrSKlTM. 

.boratory  rooms  of  National  Museum  used  by  the  (Geological  Survey,  but 
urgently  required  for  the  Museum  (about) 12, 800 


Grand  total 53, 182 


The  report  (H.  28J^8)  contained  the  following  items  or  expenditures: 

ttemetU  of  ejciyeiiditure  uf  the  apprapridtion  of  ^10^000  for  IntfrtuUioiuU  Exchangeg  for 

the  fijtrdi  year  endimj  June  .iO,  1886, 

igent  in  England $500. 00 

igent  in  Germany  (for  the  Continent) 1, 000. 00 

•lerk  in  Washington 1, 800. 00 

Do 1,200.00 

•lerk  in  Washington,  6  months  at  $75  and  6  months  at  $100 1, 050. 00 

'lerks  in  Washington,  at  $60  i)er  month 2, 160. 00 

)ackers  in  Washington,  at  $50  ix;r  month 1, 200. 00 

'opyist,  at  $40 

-opyist,  at  $40,  for  3  months 

•opyist,  at  $30,  for  t  month 

)acker  and  labortT,  114  days,  at  $1.50 

topyist ,  for  job 

Do 

•ase  an<l  cards  for  records 

stage i 

aborer,  70  days,  at  $1 


480.00 

120.00 

30.00 

171.00 

30.96 

51.06 

36.98 

100.00 

70.00 

10,000.00 
[n  addition  to  this,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  exi>ende<l  from  its  own  funds 
238.60. 

Exrhaiujcii. 


Year. 


WW. 
1-85. 
>-«6. 


Receipts. 


Packages,  i     Weight. 
51,448  141,465 


»4,524 
92,748 


164,922 
201,635 


Transmit, 
sions. 


Boxe*. 


582 
617 

744 


Intries  in  records  in  1885-86,  93,216.    Invoices  and  atrknowlcdgments,  12,68(5.    ('ards  in  use:  Foreign, 
6;  domestic,  1,673.    Letters  written,  1,778. 
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fHi-rnitiftn  of  (tuftriimnit  rnlln'tiinm/nr  ifrnr  ending  Jwte,  SO^  1S86. 

iiiployoi^ |82y  317.  60 

1»400.00 

1,600.00 

2,000.00 

•<>h<»l,  iMMw>n,  vXv 6, 000. 00 

»alH 200. 00 

h»eH  of  OK^iHtantH 300. 00 

m»1h 400.00 

4oaoo 

382.40 

i|in»priatioii 95, 000. 00 

litUMl. 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 

Si-rrt'tarif  Siiiithj<oninu  Institufion  tnai  Director  Sational  Museum, 


f 


'  far  Mihirirs  Otr  prt'urnfition  nj  tttliertioiix,  Xaiiomil  ^fuM*H^^f. 


IVr 
inoiitl). 


Total  inT 
inoiitn. 


Kniitlnyei-s. 


i      Per 
month. 


nt 

lit 


1 aft.  00 
75.00  ' 
70.00  , 

i2r>.w)  ' 

12.\00  I 

110.00  I 
100.00 

100.00  I 

<50.00  I 

4r>.00  : 

lio.oo  I 

130.00  I 
110.00 
iw.OO  ! 
55.00  I 
50.00  I 
50.00 
45.00 
40.00 

:V).oo 
:«).oo 

110.00 

I'io.OO 

96.00 

125.00 

110.00 

80.00 

70.00 

50.00 

100.00 

90.00 


S;ux).oo 

135.00 

75.00 

70.00 

li'j.W 

250. 00 

110.00 

300.00 

100.00 

00.00 

45. 00 

140.00 

130.00 

110.00 

85.00 

55.00 

100.00 

150.00 

90.00 

240. 00 

35.00 

80.00 

110.00 

125. 00 

90.00 

125.00 

110.00 

80.00 

70.00 

50.00 

100.00 

•JO.  00 


1  pn-iHinitor.. 
1  pruiuinitor . . 
1  prc'iianitor . . 
1  innchinist... 
1  machiniNt... 

1  StDllO-OlUtlT. 

10  watrhmen  . . 

1  <l«x>rkeeiK'r  . 

3  dcM.irk<'(.'iK!rs 

2  dotirkoeiKTH 
1  attoiidant... 
1  attendant... 
1  attendant... 
1  meswnjror  ,. 
1  me««*?nj{iT  . . 
1  mesik'npor  . . 

1  mcsMonger  . . 

2  niC8«»nKers  . 
1  nicflHongor  . . 

1  laborer 

2  laborers 

1  lalxircr 

2  lalM)rerj< 

«» lalxiren* 

1  lab«»rer 

4  lrtlM)rerM 

1  laborer 

1  laborer 

3  cleaners 

2  cleaners 

1  cleaner 


Total  per 
month. 


106. 


975.00 
45.00 
40.00 
76.00 
50.00  I 
50.00  I 
50.00  : 
65.00 
50.00 
40.00  I 
40.00 
35.00  ! 
20.00 
45.00 
40.00 
30.00 
24.00 
20.00 
15.00 
48.00 
46.00 
45.00 
42.00 
10.00 
37.50 
86.00 
85.00 
83.00 
80.00 
24.00 
20.00 


t7A.OO 
45.00 
40.00 
75.00 
50.00 
50.00 

500.00 
65.00 

150.00 
80.00 
40.00 
85.00 
20.00 
45.00 
40.00 
80.00 
24.00 
40.00 
15.00 
48.00 
02.00 
45.00 
84.00 

240.00 
87.50 

144.00 
85.00 
83.00 
90.00 
48.00 

ao.oo 


6.859.80 


,10ti. 

one  month, S6, 859. 80. 
one  year,  $82, 317.60 
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sported  the  cost  of  publishing  the  reports  of  the  Bureau  of 


19, 555. 14 
55, 137. 12 

9, 123. 27 
41,152.66 

4, 110. 44 

119, 478. 63 


LINGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  submitted 
to  accompany  bill  (H.  9865): 

3n  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  from  the  Com- 
iations,  the  following  resolution — 

on  Appropriations  l^e  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 

f  Estimates  for  1887,  page  205,  *'to  refund  the  duty  paid  by 

New  York,  upon  glass  from  imported  st^x-k  furnished  to  the 

the  New  Orleans,  Louisville,  and  Cmcinnati  Expositions,  for 

2.56,"  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

le  under  consideration,  report  back  the  same  with 
bill,  and  recommend  that  the  bill  be  passed.     The 

this  bill  i^  $3,562.56. 

the  Treasur}'^  placed  this  sum  in  the  Book  of  Esti- 
,  and  recommended  that  the  sum  be  allowed  as  a 
y  expenses  of  the  Government;  but  the  Committee 
were  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  properly  a  claim  to 

usual  way.  The  reason  for  the  allowance  of  this 
le  letter  of  Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird,  as  follows: 

Smithsonian  Institution, 
WaMtifftcniy  D.  C,  June  30 ^  1886. 
ectfully  to  invite  your  attention  to  an  item  recently  referred 
order  of  the  House,  disc'hai^ing  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
ideration  of  the  subject,  said  item  being  found  in  the  Book  of 
opy  of  which  I  inclose,  t^)gether  with  my  letter  at  that  time  in 

vould  state  that  the  item  in  question  has  twice  been  estimated 
the  Treasury.  In  the  deficiency  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year 
.^retary  of  the  Treasur\'  of  January  22,  1885,  House  Ex.  Doer, 
r  the  first  time,  but  through  inadvertence  my  explanatory 
ith  the  estimates,  and  not  fully  understanding  the  subject,  the 
king  up  the  deficiency  bill. 

i  explanation  of  this  measure,  it  would  seem  an  unnecessary 
J  to  state  anything  further  with  regard  to  it,  unless  it  be  that 
have  been  rt^ndered  necessary  but  for  the  rule  of  the  Treasury 
retroactively  ujK)n  Messrs.  Bache  &  Co.,  thereby  depriving 
?h  they  wen>  entitled  for  glass  taken  from  stock  up  to  the  date 
l)eing  the  resuH  of  unsatisfactory  methods  of  doing  business 
imi  in  New  York,  dealing  extensively  in  glass  importation. 
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Sewell.  The  National  Musouui  and  Smithsonian  Institution 
»  report  their  proceedin<jfs  directly  to  the  C^onimittee  on  Appro- 
)ns,  and  their  appropriations  are  granted  as  estimated  for  in  that 
ithout  going  through  any  committee  of  the  Senate,  as  all  other 
3es  of  the  Government  do. 

EuQENE  Hale.  What  committees  do  the  salaries  of  the 
yees  of  the  Departments  come  under  in  any  case  except  the 
littee  on  Appropriations  ? 

Sewell.  They  come  regularly  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
but  the  interests  of  the  Treasury  Department  are  in  charge  of 
nance  Committee. 

Hale.  The  Finance  Committee  do  not  deal  with  the  salaries  of 
veee. 

Sewell.  But  here  ts  a  lump  sum  for  the  preservation,  exhibi- 
ind  increase  of  collections  in  the  National  Museum  amounting 
6,600. 

Hale.  It  is  the  same  as  the  Fish  Commission. 

Sewell.  1  grant  the  Fish  Commission  is  of  the  same  chai'acter. 

Hale.  There  are  thirty  other  items  in  the  bill  of  the  same 

Sewell.  There  are  very  few  others,  if  any.  There  is  a  Com- 
5  of  Fisheries  of  the  Senate  to-day  that  has  not  a  particle  of  con- 
ver  the  expenditures  of  the  Fish  Commission,  as  it  ought  to 

Allison.  So  far  as  the  National  Museum  is  concerned,  for  the 
BF  of  employees  and  the  chamcter  of  work  done,  the  compensa- 
f  the  persons  who  perform  the  work  is  less  than  in  any  other 
tment  of  this  Government.  They  are  employed  at  very  small 
snsation  and  are  generally  highly  intelligent  and  educated  men. 

Sewell.  I  do  not  find  any  fault  with  the  compensation  or 
he  intelligence  of  the  gentlemen  employed  in  those  bureaus.  I 
Y  criticise  the  mode  of  doing  business.  Take  the  army  matters: 
.re  referred  to  the  Military  Committee,  and  naval  mattei^s  to  the 

Committee,  and  finance  matters  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
US  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Fish  Commission,  and 
itional  Museum  deal  directly  with  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
without  supeiTision  on  the  part  of  any  other  committee. 

Allison.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  is  not  a  Government 
ition.  It  is  controlled  by  Regents  appointed,  two  [three]  by  the 
lent  ot  the  Senate  and  two  [three]  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
presentetires,  and  the  others  are  ex  officio  memben^;  and  the 
Mtnres  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  are  not  even  under  the 
ofCong-ross^  I  think.  The  Smithsonian  fund  is  perpetually  in 
98ury^  drawing  a  fixed  rate  of  interest,  and  the  income  is 
'contral  of  the  Uegents. 


CONGRESSIONAL    PKOCKKDINGS. 


..  Docs  tho  cimiriimn  of  thr  A|)|)ropriatioii8  Committee 
)ropriation  is  inudo  f4»r  tlio  Siuitk^oniau  lustitution? 
^.     I  think  not. 

..  Are  none  of  tho  offircM-s'  sjihiri(»s  paid  by  Congress? 
s'.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

iF.  IIoAR.  It  s(»oins  to  nio  that  it  might  l)overy  wellat  the 
he  next  session  of  Congress  to  have  a  slight  amendment 
V  \vhi(*h  all  ({uestions  relating  to  the  National  Museum 
Ionian  Institutii>n,  and  perhaps  some  kindred  matters, 
nge  in  their  work  is  proposed,  should  he  referred  to  the 
the  Library.  But  I  do  not  say  that  that  would  justify 
I'itieism,  because  I  supjiose  that  eommittec  would  no 
•  the  cpiestion  of  the  number  of  <*lerks  to  carry  out  the 
than  the  Committee  on  th<»  Judiciary  would  look  into 
ion  in  regard  to  the  Department  of  Justice. 
..  I  will  sav  to  the  Senator  from  Miissiichusetts  that  I 
to  make  any  criti<-ism  at  the  present  tiuie;  but  at  some 
thall  ask  that  matters  in  relation  to  the  National  Museum 
ish  Commission  shall  be  refernnl  to  or  placed  under  the 
the  appropriate  coumiittees  of  th(»  Senate. 
That  would  require  a  change  of  the  rules, 
s'.  If  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  desires  that  some 
:oe  shall  overhaul  these  bureaus  in  respect  to  their 
I,  of  corn's**  I  have  no  objcH'tion  to  that.  If  the  Com- 
ropriations  have  not  carefully  scrutinized  the  amounts 
)priations,  I  trust  the  Senator  will  point  out  where  the 
been  negligent. 

i.  1  did  not  intend  to  make  any  reflection  of  that  kind. 
all  have  confidence  in  the  Connnittee  on  Appropriations 
e  Government;  but  1  did  intend  to  call  the  attention  of 
:he  fact  that  these  bureaus  were  being  run  >vithout  any 
a  connnittee*  of  Congr(^s^•.  1  shall  take  occasion  here- 
the  matter  before  the  Senate. 

note. 

M  M.  EvARTS  introduced  a  bill  (S.  2871)  for  the  relief 
he  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  the  same  as  reported  by  Mr. 
•pringer  in  House  of  Representatives,  July  17,  1886. 
Committee  on  Claims. 
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ecret^ry  S.  F.  Baird  to  Tion.  W,  (\   Whitthnnie^  Com- 

iiuttee  on  Claima^  United  Statta  Senate, 

t  *  »  «  »  » 

itution  is  in  no  wise  liahle  for  the  deht  to  Scmon,  Bache  &  Co.  on 
.Tovernnient,  it  can  not  [)roperly  throw  off  the  moral  responsibility 
establishment  to  do  everything  in  its  power  to  secure  payment  of 
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e  |)rinte<l  report,  the  item  has  iH'en  Iwitre  eHtimated  for  hy 
On  the  fin^t  occasion  it  was  place<l  in  the  deficiency  hill, 
t  properly  belonging  th(»re.  On  the  second  occasion  it  was 
il  bill.  The  chairman,  hinvever,  instead  of  striking  it  out 
to  the  attention  of  the  House  and  had  it  referred  to  the 
that  body,  satisfie<l  it  would  not  Ik?  allowed  as  an  item  of 
in  rule  operating  against  its  status  therein, 
ime  to  time  that  the  item  is  just  and  explained  why  the 
vithout  resort  to  Congress;  also  that  the  account  has  been 
3Ct.  The  Committee  on  Claims  of  the  House,  as  vou  will 
mended  its  allowance. 

jm  this  relief  is  intende<l  know  little  al)out  methods  of 
rely  upon  our  securing  the  passage  of  the  measure.  The 
justly  due,  and  the  parties  having  waiteci  nearly  four  years 
very  desirous  of  securing  favorable  action  at  this  session  of 
ey  receive  no  interest  on  the  amount  which  has  l^een  jwid 
Liid  hence  becomes,  as  it  were,  a  loan  to  the  (Tovernment. 
«  «  «  »  » 


Springer,  from  the  Committeo  on  Claims,  sul)- 
612)  to  accomimny  bill  (S.  2871): 
Claims,  to  whom  wa.s  referred  the  bill  (S.  2871)  for 
Jache  &Co.,  havinc]^  had  the  same  under  considera- 
v^ith  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass.  The 
loiise  })ill  No.  9865  (Iteport  No.  3318)  on  the  same 
)rtthe  facts  in  relation  to  this  claim  are  set  forth, 
mittee  of  Whole. 

Sundry  civil  a<*t  for  1888. 

.ting,  lighting,  and  electrical  and  telephonic  serv- 
rluseum,  $12,000. 

n,  exhibition,  and  increase  of  the  collections  from 
Dloring  expeditions  of  the  Government,  and  f roiii 
ling  salaries  or  compensation  of   all   necessary 

i,  fixtures,  and  appliances  required  for  the  exhil)i- 
of  the  collections  of  the  National  Maseum,  includ- 
nsation  of  all  necessary  employees,  $rK),00O. 

) 

Sundrv  civil  act  for  1887. 

kting,  lighting,  and  electrical  and  telephonic  serv- 
luseum,  $11,000. 

on,  exhibition,,  and  increase  of  the  collections 
rveying  and  exploring  expeditions  of  the  Gov- 
her  sources,  including  salaries  or  compensation 
ovees,  $106,500. 


roNClREaSIONAL    rROCKEDINrtS. 

■urnitun*,  unci  iixtiirrs  nMiuiivd  for  tho  exhibition  and 
f  the  c6lle(*tioii8  of  the  Nutioniil  Miisounu  including  sal- 
»nsati<)n  of  nil  neeessurv  employees,  $^,000. 

W'tic'wncy  a<*t  for  ISSii,  <*tr. 
»  of  h(»iitinjr,  lijifhtiiijr,  aiul  elertrical  und  telephonic  8er\'- 

II  of  eollections,  1.S.S8  iiiul  i)rior  years,  l?140.16. 
V,  L>72.) 

laiin  reporte<l  in  House  Kx.  I)(h-.  No.  255,  Forty-ninth 
t  session.) 

MANl'SCKllT   COMMISSION. 

Senate. 

loAU  introdiUMMl  S.  1851: 

*tary  nf  State,  tin*  Librarian  of  ('oiij;r«*H,  ami  the  Setrretary  of  the 

titutioii,  and  tlu'ir  su<'(vssors  in  olHcf,  an*  hereby  const i tilted  aoom- 

Inty  it  shall  Ik*  to  reiM»rt  t4»  Conjjri-ss  the  ehanu'tiT  ami  value  of  the 

her  niainis<'riptH  lM'lon>;in^  to  the  (luverninent  of  the  I'nited  States 

il  and  iKiliey  Hhuuld  1h.>  pursmnl  in  n>^rd  to  eilitin^  and  publishing 

of  them. 

Conimitt<»e  on  tlu*  Library. 
-Senate. 

louse. 

SixcjLETON.  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library, 

-port  (H.  1():38)  on  bill  (S.  1^^51): 

Committee  on  the  Library,  to  \vh()mwas  referred  the  bill 

t)lishint|f  a  eommission  to  n^port  to  Congress  on  manu- 

;inj(  to  the  Goyernment,  haye  had  the  same  under  eon- 

d  rej)ort  the*  same  baek  >yith  a  r^^eonunendation  that  it 

»s  not  proyide  for  any  t»xp(»nditure  of  money,  but  only 
aisinj^  a  eommission  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire 
i'ter  and  yalue  of  maiuiseripts  belonging  to  the  Govem- 
opose  some  plan  for  editing  and  pu))lishing  the  same. 
Luy   valuable   manuscripts,   some  of    \vhieh   have   been 
•urehase  and  others  ])y  donation.     Among  them  are  the 
Koi'haml>eau  papers,  and  a  copy  of  the  records  of  Vir- 
e  first  year  or  Iavo  after  her  settlement.     The  bill  pro- 
Secretary  of  State,  the  Li))rarian  of  Congress,  and  the 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  I'onstitute  the  eommis- 
►rt  to  C'ongress  their  opinion  as  to  the  best  means  of 
ity  to  these  historical  manuscripts, 
to  Conmiitt4M»  of  the  Whole. 
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,  1887— Senate. 

EORGE  F.  HoAK  iiiovcd  to  iiiscrt  on  pagO  101,  after  line  ^52, 

ndry  civil  bill  for  1888  (H.  l007i>)  the  following: 

B  Secretary  of  State,  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
m  Institution,  and  their  HUccea(!>orH  in  office,  are  hereby  constituted  a  com- 
tioee  duty  it  shall  be  to  report  to  Congress  the  charmrter  and  value  of  the 
and  other  manuscripts  l^elonging  to  the  Government  of  the  rnite<l  States, 
method  and  policy  should  )>e  pursued  in  regani  to  editing  and  publishing 
or  any  of  them. 

d  to. 

987. 

mdry  civil  act  constituted  a  commission  consisting  of  the  Sec- 
:  State,  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
lian  Institution,  and  their  successors  in  office,  ''to  report  to 
J  the  character  and  value  of  the  historical  and  other  manu- 
belonging  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  what 
fitnd  policy  should  be  pursued  in  regard  to  editing  and  pub- 
be  same,  or  any  of  them." 
XXIV,  542.) 

EXI>08ITION8. 

Centennial  Celebration  ttf  the  C<mi<titnti(yn, 

^86— Senate. 

RTIIUR  P.  Gorman  submitted  a  resolution: 

« 

)  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  l)e  instructed  to  consider  the  subject  of 
on  in  1889,  at  Washington,  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  formation 
ermnent  under  the  Constitution  of  the  Unite<i  States,  and  also  of  theiour 
I  anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  America  in  1892;  and  to  report  what,  if 
1  by  Congress  U  advisable  in  relation  thereto. 

led  to  make  the  reference  to  Committee  on  the  Librarv. 
ORMAN  presented  a  memorial  from  prominc^nt  citizens,  which 
red  to  l^  printed  in  the  Record*  and  referred  to  Committee 
ibrarj'. 

Exposition  of  the  Three  Americaic  To  bi'  located  at  the  capital  of  the  United  States.— 
nal  Centennial  Celebration  in  1KK9:  By  the  fdxteon  American  Kcpublicfl  in  honor  of  the 
idth  EDDiversar}'  of  the  Constitution  <»f  the  {tarent  Republic,  the  Tnitwl  Stateu.— World's 
in  1892:  In  honor  of  the  four  hundredth  anniverwiry  of  the  discovery  of  America  by 

Office  of  the  IJoard  of  Promotion, 
WaiariV ff  Hotel  Washington,  D.  (\,  April  21,  1886. 

• 

yesxs  from  the  4th  of  lat»t  March  the  Constitution  of  t>ie  Unitecl  States 
ympleted  the  first  century  of  its  existence. 

from  the  I2tli  o/  nojct  Octot)er  will  be  the  four  hundredth  anniversary  of 
yofAmoricH  by  C::'oluinbus. 

''^*0f«/  iit    C  %  »n>rn'SHioiml  tUn-onl,  April  21,  1886. 


C'DNUKKSSIONAL    l»UiK'KKI)IN<iS. 


t  liisioric-ai  cvi'iits  ••!'  national.  IxMiii^iihrrical,  and  world-wide  im- 

hIiouM  In'  (•(>lrl)rat<'<l  in  h  inaiincr  I )!*<■< Hniii),^  the  dignity,  wealth, 

f  xhi*  rnitc<l  Stat(>H  and  nf  tht*  t lint' Americas.     Pride,  as  well  ai 

)i<'  sui'iH-sH  an<l  advanctMiwMit  nf  n'ltublimn  and  American  inatito- 

t  all  AnuTicaiiH  iinitr  in  {uiyin;:  trilmtL'  in  tlio.se  anniveraariea. 

1  in  tlirrcfnrc  rcs{K*rt fully  invitttl  tit  hmiu*  HUfSgVHtions  in  r^gaid  to 

vhicli  it  M-t'nis  t'l  us  wnuM  )h>  aiiprt)])riato  and  to  a  propoaed  per- 

i»n  which  should  n-niain  as  a  liu^tiu^  nninunK'nt  in  honor  of  these 

n'  simply  su^r^rfstimis  thntwn  nut  tn  attract  other  Huggestions  and  to 

sion  nf  a  suhjcrt  which  is  nf  tRins<vndi*nt  |KiIiti(!aI  and  practioal 

ic  whnlr  Wfstcru  Ilcmisplicn'. 

y  {N>s>ihic  misundcrstandin^r  it  may  1m;  well  to  state  at  the  onteeA 

'  advnnitin^  the  |>rn]M>sfd  cc  Ichrat  inn  sand  ex  {KtHition  at  the  national 

hat   they    In'  entiri'ly   un«i<M'  the  auspiceri  and  (H)ntrol  of  the  Gtan- 

t.     Hnth  the  nia;:nitu<U*  and  diL'iiity  of  the  project  forbid  ita  mao- 

ivate  cnrjMjratinii. 

if  an  exposition  in   is^i*  has  alnMidy  Uvn  ean*fiilly  cx>n8idered  in 

u  cities  iM'sidi's  Washington. 

ear  a^'o  a  commiitee  of  ivpresentative  and  pn>^reHi«ive  citizens  wrafl 

.   1/mis  to  take  steps  tttward  U<  acv|uisition  f(»r  that  metropolis  of 

Valley.     They  >e«'ured  th«'  intlor-^enient  of  a  national  convention  <^ 

tion    manu;:ei>.  and  have  sinci*  then  kept  the  Huhject  prominently 

and  puhlic. 

1st  four  or  live  lunnths  Chicap),  witli  its  usual  euterprifle,  has  held 

:  to  arrauL'e  for  an  exposition  there  in  ISJL*,  which  movement  ia  cor-" 

hy  the  press  and  jMihlic  of  that  city. 

\XfX  fnur  ni(»ntlis  a  pn»motin]^  organization  haH  been  ])erfected  in  the 

>nnip«)H'(l  chiedy  of  mendN'rs  of  the  press,  to  capture  the  saineezpo- 

ive  aln.*ady  apjK'aled  to  the  jreneral  ^rovernmeut  of  their  Repablic, 

1  favomble  ri'sjMinse  i*;  expecte<l. 

meeting  of  some  2(N)  or  .S()o  Spaniards  and  Simninh-Americans  was 

ly  Hall,  New  York  City,  to  take  preliminary  steiw  towanl  a  celebia- 

lonor  of  Colundnis. 

suhject  of  a  world's  fair  in  N<'w  Y»>rk,  in  honor  of  the  centennial  of 

the  Constitution  of  the  rnite«l  States,  has  l)t?en  dineuHsed  in  that 

),  a  hill  was  introduc«'«l  in  the  I'nite*!  States  Senate  providing  for  a 
■ntennial  cclehr.iliori  at  Washington  in  isSl)  hy  the  sixteen  Americam 
mor  ni  th<»  <»ni'  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  (^>nstitution  of  the 
' — the  Uniti'd  States. 

points  are  a h-ea«ly  settled  hy  j>ul.)lic  opinion:  i^^irst.  that  these  great 
must  he  duly  celehraled  in  .<ome  American  city;  and,  sec-ond,  that 
])rop»»seil   i[i   their  honor  should    1h?  the  jxreatcst  the  world  ever 

ident  that  j;reat  worM's  fairs  can  not  W  suecessfiilly  held  in  four 
i  at  the  sjime  time.  In  this  connection  the  mind  naturally  turns 
gton,  tlie  cai>ital  of  the  United  States — the  ca])itul  of  the  leading 
iree  Americas— the  Paris  of  America  in  attnu-tions  and  l)eauty,  and  a 
1m'  the  l^erlin  of  America  in  etlucational  ail  vantage.'*.  It  is,  therefore, 
ch  all  others  can  unite — the  truly  representative  city  of  the  western 

consider  a  few  nf  its  manv  advantatres: 

jrreat  centers  of  pojmlation.  and  easily  acc(*.s.'*ible  lK)th  by  rail  and 
>e  seen  by  a  glaniv  at  the  accompanying  liiagraiu. 


WMthin  a  radi 
transportation  fa 

Washinfrton  in 
annual  exodus  ol 

Its  climate  is  ii 
surrounding  and 

It  is  the  centei 
ton  Height«i,  Yoi 
also  l)e  8een  by  r 

But  more  ini|K 
ing  from  the  Cap 
soon  to  be  redaii 
as  it  is,  in  the  lu 
the  principal  hot 
of  other  cities,  as 

This  park,  its  < 
ment,  the  Nationj 
buildings  fatang  i 
ment  of  Justice,  I 
facing  it  on  the  n 
cost  $oO,()00,00(>- 
1892. 

V\Mm  this  i»ark 
three  Americas. 

Tn  the  i\?nter 
nniseum,  a  build 
Chile,  Peru,  Braz 
United  States  in  ^ 

On  the  White 
si)aci*  for  each  < 
resour(H?fl.     The 
States  and  Territ 

On  the  ground 
hall,  a  building  ^ 
Imlls,  internatior 

Als«),  on  the  sa 
of  art,  the  portra 
repu})lics,  and  c 
doubtless  contri' 
citizens  mav  di»si 

On  the  Smitl 
nnwU'ls,  somethi 

On  the  reclani 

On  the  ri»serv 
space  for  each  oi 
l>razil  to  erect  ; 
Kach  being  smal 
iron  and  gla**s  at 
an  appropriate  s 
Capitol  and  Exe 

Or,  if  prefern 
west  sides  of  tin 
Lot  to  the  Nat\« 

On  the  recU' 
will  })e  neet\eiA 
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niles  tliere  an?  1(),()0(),()0()  people  who  could,  if  ample 

2  provi<le<l,  reach  Wtuihington  witliiii  one  iiijrht. 

rite  resort  for  tlie  tourist.     It  is  a  halfway  ht)U8e  for  the 

8  to  Europe,  and  a  stopping  place  on  their  return. 

ter,  and  in  summer  it  is  within  ea^^y  reach  of  the  many 

lummer  resorts. 

»f  great  historic  intereM,  su(!h  as  Mount  Vernon,  Arling- 

1  other  places.     These  attnu-tions  and  advantagt»s  may 

the  diagram. 

all  these  is  its  park,  or  governmental  reservation,  extend- 

N^ational  ( )h8ervatory,  and  inclu<lingthe  Potomac  Flats — 

tautified — containing  in  all  alwmt  1,000  acres.     Situate<l, 

[jity,  an<l  within  a  few  steps  of  Pennsylvania  avenue  ami 

,  great  advantage  for  exposition  jiurposes  over  the  jtarks 

lentlv  are  5  or  B  miles  out  in  the  suhurlw. 

m 

id  imme<liate  surroundings,  such  as  Washington  Monu- 
Smiths<^)nian  Institution,  the  Botanic  (fanlen,  the  Capitol 

3t,  the  Treasury  Department,  Exe<'Utive  Mansion,  Depart- 
and  Navy  Departments,  and  the  Corcoran  Art  (rallery, 

n  exposition  in  themselves — a  plant  whicli  has  aln.?a<ly 

ent  nucleiLs  for  the  still  grander  ex  pi  ►sit  ion  of  18S9  and 

fX)m  for  a  permanent  exposition  of  all  the  nations  <»f  the 

ithsonian  grounds  could  Ix*  located  a  grand  Anjerican 
will,  in  1889  and  1892,  l)e  greatly  nee<U^l  when  Mexico, 

other  iStatesof  Central  and  South  America  join  with  the 
their  antiquities,  civilization,  and  progress. 
l)e  l(x«ted  a  State  and  Territorial  building,  with  equal 
»'-six  States  and  Territories  to  display  their  resi)ective 

this  building  could,  if  desire<i,  l)e  lK>me  by  the  8c»veral 

Lgricultural   Department  could  l)c  l<K*ate<l  an  American 

led  for  national  and  H'ientilic  (Mmventions,  inauguration 

^es,  etc. 

s  an  American  art  gallery,  as  the  nucleus  for  rare  works 

^residents  and  lea<ling  state«nen  of  the  sixteen  American 

ings  of   histori**  value  which  thcKsc*  governments  would 

the  nucleus  for  rare  collections  which  wealthy  private 

iath. 

muds  couM  Ik*  loi^ted  a   i>atent  building  for  working 

leeiied  for  the  use  of  inventors  and  others. 

imple  room  for  an  American  zoological  garden. 

funding  the  Washington  Monument  cx)uld  l)e  assigned 

sister  republics  of  Spanish  America  and  the  Empire  of 

it  building  for  a  display  of  its  resourcing  and  attractions. 

y  artistic,  like  the  Ix^utiful  Mexican  mineral  building  of 

s  Ex])osition  at  New  Orleans,  they  would  together  forui 

for  the  Monument  without  obstructing  its  view  from  the 

fion. 

reign  buildings  could  In?  located  on  the  north,  east,  and 

HI  grounds,  or  on  the  space  extending  from  the  White 

torv. 

f»iild  Ih'  locate<l  the  various  temporary  buildings  which 

chi>)iis  at  the  World^s  Fair  in  1892. 


036 
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Th(^  a(laptai)ility  and  advautagt's  of  thin  national  i»ark  for  the  various  purposes 
lentioned  may  readily  Ik;  neen  by  referent-e  to  the  diaf2:rani  prei)ared  to  illustrate 
^e  BUggeflted  loi^ation  of  the  exponition  IniildingH. 

But  a  few  of  the  buildingn  ntH^l  1h^  ereet^nl  by  the  United  States,  and  the  expense 
f  those  few  would  1>e  a  nafe  investment,  for  Huch  Imildings  ax  an  American  museum, 
^meric^an  hall,  and  Amerii»an  art  gallery  are  a1>solutely  needed  by  the  Government 
nd  would  remain  i>ermanently  as  its  own  projH^rty. 

Looking  down  from  (^apitol  Hill  xiyKm  the  park  thuH  improve<l  one  would  witness 

panorama  of  nations,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  American  sister  nations  there 
ncampe<l  could  K)ok  up  to  the  Washington  Monument,  the  Capitol,  the  Kxecutive 
lansion,  and  the  varioiLs  other  surrounding  edilices  of  the  Fe<leral  Government,  and 
5e  the  c*apital  of  the  Unitetl  States  in  all  its  grandeur  and  glory. 

It  would,  in  effect,  be  a  pennanent  congress  of  the  three  Americas,  something  in 
armony  with  the  Hj)irit  of  the  times,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  numerous  bills  recently 
itroduce<l  in  the  Senate  and  House  providing  for  a  temjwrary  convention  of  Amer- 
;an  nations. 

******* 

It  will  retjuire  one  year  for  the  net^essary  legislation  by  Congress,  at  least  another 
>r  legislation  ])y  the  forty-six  States  and  Territorit^s  and  the  various  nations  of  the 
ther  Amerii^as,  leaving  but  one  year  l)efon*  the  centennial  of  the  Constitution,  and 
M\r  years  Iwforc  the  four  hundrt»dth  anniversary  of  the  dist»overy  of  Ameritm,  for 
tie  eriH^tion  of  ])ermanent  buildings,  the  collection  of  exhibits,  and  other  necessary 
-ork. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  we  can  do  but  little  more  than  inaugurate  the  enterprise 
1  1880,  leaving  the  gran<i  consummation  for  1892. 

No  (K!casion  could  Im?  more  appropriate  for  such  an  inauguration  than  the  4th  of 
larch,  1889,  the  one  hundre<lth  birthday  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  date  of  the 
lauguration  of  the  next  I^resident  of  the  United  States,  in  which  celebration  the 
residents  of  the  fifteen  American  sister  republics,  whose  organic  laws  are,  to  a 
reater  or  less  extent,  copie<l  from  our  Constitution,  should  be  mvited  to  participate. 

When  the  exposition  is  complete,  in  1892,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
residents  of  the  fifteen  American  sister  republics,  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  the 
rovemor-General  of  Canada,  the  King  of  Italy,  where  Columbus  was  born,  and  the 
[ueen  of  Spain,  from  which  country  he  saile<l,  should  unite  in  unveiling  a  colossal 
tatue  of  the  illustrious  discoverer  of  America,  which  statue  should  be  located  in 
be  center  of  the  jKjrmanent  exposition  grounds  at  Washington. 

The  first  century  of  the  Republic  has  l>een  mainly  devoted  to  home  affairs,  the 
)rmation  and  perfection  of  constitutional  government,  the  material  development  of 
be  great  interior,  the  a<ljustment  of  sectional  disputes,  and  the  construction  of 
ransportation  routes  to  the  seaboard. 

Tlie  time  has  now  arrived  when  the  Uniteil  States  is  entering  upon  what  may  be 
L»rmed  the  international  era  of  its  existence  and  a  broader  field  of  action. 

We  therefore  resjiectfully  submit  that  the  proposed  i)ermanent  exi)osition  of  the 
bree  Americas  is  in  a<^cord  with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  that  it  will  exert  an 
ducational,  industrial,  commercial,  and  j)olitical  influence  of  great  practitral  imiKir- 
uice  and  value. 

Very  respectfully,  Wm.  B.  Webb,  Chainnan. 

Alex.  D.  Anderson,  Secretan/. 

December  17,  1886— Senate. 

Mr.  A.  P.  Gorman.  I  present  the  memorial  of  a  large  number  of 
itizens  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  centennial  celebration 
•f  the  adoption  of  the*  Federal  Constitution  and  the  world's  exposition 
0  celebi'at^i  tht»  discovery  of  th(»  continent  of  America  bv  Columbus. 
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memorial  is  signed  by  a  very  large  number  of  citizens  of  the 
States,  and  contains  also  the  proceedings    of   a  convention 
y  held  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  that  subject.     It  is  an  inter- 
natter,  and  I  ask  unanimous  consent  that  the  memorial  may  be 
in  the  Record  and  referred  to  the  special  committee  on  that 

• 

President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  John  Sherman).  The  Senator 
laryland  asks  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  that  the 
ial  and  proceedings  presented  by  him  te  printed  in  the  Record. 
3  objection '( 

N.  B.  Allison.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  memorial  ? 
jrORMAN.  It  is  a  memorial,  with  the  proceedings  of  a  conven- 
d  in  this  city,  in  relation  to  the  proposed  exposition  to  com- 
ite  the  centennial  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
the  discovery  of  the  American  Continent, 
nemorial  with  the  accompanying  proceedings  was  referred  to 
ect  Committee  on  the  Centennial  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
States  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  Record,  as  follows: 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  ISj  1886. 
}ngres»  of  the  United  States: 

idersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  a  convention  assembled  at  Washing- 
uesday,  December  7,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  subject  of  a  centen- 
bration  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  of  a  world's  expo- 
celebration  of  the  discovery  of  the  continent  of  America  by  Columbus, 
illy  submit  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativee  in  Congress  assembled 
3edings  of  the  body  they  represent  and  the  accompanying  memorial, 
•nvention,  which  was  composed  of  delegates  from  twenty-four  States  and 
ee,  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  the  Hon.  William  Claflin,  of  Massachusetts, 
ent;  Hon.  A.  A.  Ames,  of  Minnesota,  Hon.  E.  John  Ellis,  of  Louisiana,  Hon. 
nith,  jr.,  of  Ohio,  Charles  D.  Fisher,  esq.,  of  Maryland,  A.  R.  Little,  esq.,  of 
^ania,  and  Hon.  A.  P.  Williams,  of  California,  as  vice-presidents;  and  Alex, 
rson,  esq.,  a«  necretary,  and  adopted  the  following  resolutions: 
Ived,  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  fifteen  members,  ^ve  of  whom  shall  be  a 
be  appointeil  by  the  chair,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  and  present  to 
I  a  memorial  of  this  convention,  with  the  signatures  of  its  members  appended, 
pon  that  body : 

)  take  a(!tion  for  such  a  celebration  in  1889,  at  Washington,  of  the  one  hun- 
nniversary  of  the  establishment  of  constitutional  republican  government  in 
,  as  may  l)e  deemed  appropriate  to  the  grandeur  of  the  occasion  and  worthy 
ity  of  the  nation,  and  that  the  republics  of  the  world  be  invited  by  the 
t  of  the  United  States  to  participate  therein,  and  that  all  other  nations  be 
o  be  present  as  guests.  It  is  suggested  that  the  celebration  should  extend  over 
lays,  and  include  addresses  by  some  (^f  the  foremost  men  of  each  republic, 
ecessary  appropriations  for  the  proix)8ed  extension  of  the  National  Museum 
i  other  buildings  as  may  }ye  required  to  enable  the  officers  of  that  institution 
more  fully  into  effect,  on  a  comprehensive  scale,  all  the  objects  for  which  it 
ided. 

ecessary  appropriation  for  a  suitable  building  or  buildings  on  some  public 
on  in  Washington,  to  constitute  a  part  of  the  Patent  Ofiice,  in  which  to 
s\orkiug  models  in  actual  operation  of  such  useful  inventions  by  American 
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i  ill  general  use,  jiatentcHl  by  the  United  States,  as  may  be  selected  by  the 
lioner  of  Patents. 

)  allot  the  requisite  space  on  some  public  reservation  in  Washington  for  the 
of,  and  suitable  surroundings  for,  a  building  or  buildings  of  sufficient  capac- 
national  and  international  exposition  of  the  arts  and  industries,  productB 
ufactures,  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States  and  of 
Eitions  of  the  world,  to  be  held  in  1892  in  commemoration  of  the  four  hon- 
nniversary  of  the  discovery  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  by  Columbus. 
>  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  Grovemment  directors^  who  shall 
hority  to  cause  or  permit  the  erection  of  such  exposition  buildings  upon 
be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  whenever  sufficient  funds 
shall  be  provide<l  for  the  purposes,  and  not  before. 

3  provide  that  the  Government  directorsappointasecretary  and  treasurer,  the 
'  to  give  to  each  subscriber  to  the  exposition  fund  a  receipt  for  the  amount 
3d  and  paid  by  him,  which  shall  entitle  the  holder  to  a  pro  rata  amount  of 
proceeds  ac'cruing  from  said  exposition,  not  to  exceed  the  amount  contrib- 
him.    If  any  surplus  remains  after  the  reimbursement  of  subscribers,  the 
remain  subject  to  disposition  by  Congress.    The  treasurer  to  receive  into  the 
all  contributions  and  all  proceeds  of  the  exposition,  and  to  pay  out  the 
y  on  drafts  authorized  by  the  said  Government  directors. 
)  make  all  neceesary  provision  for  the  operations  of  said  exposition. 
:>  cause  the  erection  of  a  statue  to  Columbus  on  the  exposition  grounds.'* 
►mmittee  appointed  to  prepare  and  present  this  memorial  respectfully  ask, 
?,  that,  in  addition  to  the  things  generally  set  forth  in  said  resolutions,  spe- 
vision  be  made  by  Cong^ress  for  the  following: 

The  appointment  of  a  board  of  location,  to  consist  of  five  members,  who 
ve  the  authority  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  subject  to  the  subsequent 
by  Congress  within  three  months  from  the  passage  of  such  act,  to  select 
isite  space  on  the  public  reservations  within  the  city  of  Washington  for  the 
named  in  the  fourth  of  said  resolutions;  and  this  committee  suggests  as 
fficers  to  compose  such  board :  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  president 
)ard  of  District  Commissioners,  the  engineer  in  charge  of  public  buildings 
inds,  and  one  member  of  each  House  of  Congress,  to  be  named  by  the  pre- 
ficer  thereof,  respectively. 

i.  The  appointment  of  a  board  of  twenty-one  Government  directors  to  per- 
t  duties  named  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  of  said  resolutions;  and  this  committee 
tliat  in  the  construction  of  this  l)oard  seven  be  appointed  by  the  President  of 
ed  States,  seven  by  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  seven  by  the  Speaker 
ouse  of  Representatives. 

The  app>ointment  of  an  advisory  commission  of  one  from  each  State  and 
Vf  to  be  named  by  the  governor  thereof. 

memorialists  further  say  that  the  obje(;t  of  asking  the  apj)ointment  of  direct- 
le  Government  to  receive  and  disburse  all  monevs  in  connection  with  the 
I  exposition  is  to  guarantee  to  the  nations,  States,  and  individuals,  whose 
y  is  relied  on  to  insure  the  success  of  the  undertaking,  that  the  financial  part 
be  under  the  control  of  the  (xovemment  of  the  United  States, 
stfully  submitted. 

J.  W.  Thompson,  N.  G.  Ordway, 

W.  B.  Webb,  Jeff  Chandler, 

George  B.  Ix>ring,  Thomas  J.  Luttrell, 

Stilson  Hitohins,  Myron  M.  Parker, 

George  C.  Gorham,  Thomas  E.  Wagqaman, 

Hallet  Ktlbourn,  John  R.  Bland, 

Alex.  D.  Anderson,  Owen  A.  Gill, 

E.  W.  Fox,  Committee  of  Memorialists, 


i 


FORTY-NINTH    CONGRESS,   1885-1887.  1039 

were  members  of  the  convention:  Hon.  Robert  A.  Howard,  repre- 
-nor  of  Arkansas;  Hon.  A.  P.  Williams,  representmg  the  San  Fran- 
Commerce;  M.  Hayes,  esq.,  secretary  Delaware  board  of  agriculture; 
Yf  of  Florida;  Hon.  Judsou  C.  Clements,  representing  the  governor 

George  Hillyer,  mayor  of  Atlanta,  Georgia;  Hon.  Charles  F.  Muhler, 
ayne,  Indiana;  Silas  T.  Bow  en,  esq.,  president  of  Indianapolis  Board 
1.  H.  Conger,  representing  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Hon.  Samuel 
presenting  the  governor  of  Kansas;   Gen.  John  Marshall  Brown, 

governor  of  Maine;  Hon.  Frank  Brown,  president  of  Maryland 
Kuation;  Charles  D.  Fisher,  esq.,  president  Baltimore  Boanl  of  Trade; 
,  secretary  Baltimore  Board  of  Tra<le;  E.  M.  Shryver,  esq.,  president 
ind  Flour  Exchange;  John  R.  Bland,  esq.,  secretary  Merchants  and 
Exchange  of  Baltimore;  J.  Frank  Supplee,  esq.,  Baltimore,  Maryland; 
4.,  Baltimore,  Maryland;  Thomas  W.  Johnson,  esq.,  Baltimore, 
amT.  Biedler,  esq.,  Baltimore,  ^laryland;  E.  Levering,  esq.,  Balti- 
;  O.  A.  Gill,  es(4.,  Baltimore,  Maryland;  George  R.  Skillman,  esq., 
and;  Hon.  J.  B.  Wakefield,  representing  the  governor  of  Minnesota; 
»s,  representing  the  vMy  ot  Minneap<^)lis;  Hon.  Charles  W.  Johnson, 
tjoard  of  trade  of  the  city  of  Minneapolis;  Hon.  Charles  Hi  Dewey, 

Omaha  Boar^l  of  Trade;  H.  M.  Baker,  esq.,  representing  the 
V  Hampshire;  Hon.  Nicholas  T.  Kane,  representing  the  mayor 
ry  S.  Thayer,  esq.,  representing  the  mayor  of  Buffalo,  New  York; 
•ne,  esq.,  representing  Merchants'  Exchange  and  Board  of  Trade, 
!'ork;  Hon.  W.  R.  Cox,  representing  the  governor  of  North 
Amor  Smith,  jr.,  mayor  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Hon.  James  P. 
of  Springfield,  Ohio;  S.  J.  Ritchie,  esq.,  of  Akron,  Ohio;  C.  D.  Fire- 
dent  Board  of  Trade,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Hon.  Samuel  F.  Forbes, 
Ohio;  X.  X.Crum,  esq.,  representing  the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  Board 
R.  Little,  esfj.,  representing  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania;  W.  R. 
esenting  Oil  (Mty  Board  of  Trade;  Hon.  A.J.  Caldwell,  representing 

Tennessee;  Hon.  Zachary  Taylor,  representing  the  Merchants* 
nphis,  Tennessee;  Hon.  W.  H.  Craiu,  representing  the  mayor  of  Gal- 
lon. John  T.  Caine, representing  the  mayor  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah; 
representing  the  National  Grange  and  Virginia  State  Grange;  John 
)re8enting  the  National  Grange;  John  T.  PMwards,  esq.,  president 
ion  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia;  Hon.  Philip  Pendleton,  representing  the 

Virginia;  Noyes  S.  Burlew,  e«q.,  president  Board  of  Trade,  Charles- 
lia;  Joseph  Ruffner,   esq.,  secretary  Board  of  Trade,  Charleston, 


3Ii?i  neajxflis  K.rj>oH!t!(m . 

( An  a<'t,  etc. ) 
iple  means  have  been  provided  for  the  holding  in  the 
ipolis,  State  of  Minnesota,  of  an  exposition  of  the  prod- 
ture,  manufactures,  and  the  fine  art«;  and 
i  objects  of  such  an  exposition  should  commend  them- 
ress,  and  its  success  should  be  promoted  by  all  reasona- 
nent,  provided  it  can  be  done  without  expense  to  the 
:  Therefore, 

/,  etc.  That  all  articles  which  shall  be  importc^d  for  the 
f  exhibition  at  the  Minnea|X)lis  Industrial  Exposition, 
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at  Minneapolis,  Minn(\sota,  the  first  exhibition  of  whieh  is  to  l)e  held 
in  the  year  1886,  shall  be  admitted  without  the  payment  of  duty  or  of 
customs  fees  or  charges,  under  such  n^gulations  as  the  S(H*retary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  prescribi*:  Prmud<xi^  That  all  such  articles  as  shall  be 
sold  in  the  Unit<^d  States,  or  withdrawn  for  consumption  therein,  at 
any  time  after  such  importation,  shall  bi^  subject  to  the  duties,  if  any, 
imposed  on  like  articU^s  by  the  revenue  laws  in  force  at  the  date  of 
impoiiation :  Afid pnrvld-td  fu7'ther^  That  in  case  any  articles  imported 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  withdniwn  for  consumption, 
or  shall  be  sold  without  payment  of  duty  as  reciuin^d  by  law,  all  penal- 
ties prescril^d  by  the  revenue  laws  shall  be  applied  and  enforced 
against  such  articles  and  against  the  persons  who  may  be  guilty  of 
such  withdrawal  or  sale. 
(Stat.  XXIV,  560.) 

March  3.  1887. 

Joint  re8f.>lution. 

Resol^ed^  etc,^  That  it  is  desirable,  in  any  way  consistent  with  exist- 
ing laws  and  without  risk  to  Government  property  or  expense  to  the 
National  Treasury,  to  encourage  the  effort  being  made  for  the  opening 
and  holding  of  a  grand  industrial  and  educational  exposition  of  the 
Northwest,  at  the  city  of  Minneapolis,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  and 
the  interests  of  the  whole  northwestern  section  of  our  countrv  demand 
it  be  made  unqualified  success;  and  it  be,  and  is  hereby,  approved  that 
the  heads  of  the  several  Executive  Departments  shall,  in  whatever 
respects  they  may  in  their  judgment  see  convenient  and  proper,  loan 
any  articles  or  material  suitable  to  such  purpose:  Pinruhd^  That  such 
loan  be  made  entirely  on  the  responsibility  of  said  Minneapolis  Indus- 
trial Exposition,  and  shall  not  be  of  material  needed  for  use  in  either 
department,  and  shall  not  in  any  way  interru})t  the  daily  routine  of 
duty  or  order  in  any  bi*anch  of  the  Government,  and  shall  be  returned 
to  the  proper  department,  in  good  order,  within  one  month  after  the 
close  of  the  exposition:  And 2>i*<>^i<J^d  further^ 'WvaS.  before  any  such 
loan  shall  be  made  the  proper  head  of  the  Department  shall  lequire 
and  receive  a  good  and  sufficient  bond,  by  or  in  behalf  of  such  expo- 
sition, for  the  safe  return  thereof  as  aforesaid,  luid  to  ind(»mnifv  and 
save  harmless  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  any  Depart- 
ment thereof,  from  any  lial)ility  or  expense  on  account  thereof,  or  on 
account  of  this  resolution. 

(Stat.  XXIV,  648.) 

KOCK   (^REEK    PARK. 

JunB  2,  1886— Senate. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Ingalls  introduced  a  bill  (S.  2584)  to  establish  Rock 
Creek  Park. 

Referred  to  Conuuittee  on  District  of  Columbia. 


-.1 
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886—SBnate. 

.J.  Inqalls  reported  S.  2584  with  amendmeDt. 

SSeSenate. 

i. 

886— House. 

e  bill  for  establishment  of  Bock  Creek  Park  referred  to  Com- 
in  District  of  Columbia. 

/,  1887— House. 

ONATHAN  H.  RowELL  reported  S.  2584  favorably, 
red  to  Calendar. 

Neumann's  silk  flaq. 

886 — Senoie. 

.  N.  DoLPH  presented  petition  of  Joseph  Neumann,  of  Calif  or- 
bing that  means  be  provided  to  enable  him  to  cause  to  have 
show  case  for  the  preservation  of  the  first  flag  made  of  Ameri- 
,  presented  by  him  to  and  accepted  by  Congress,  and  deposited 
imithsonian  Institution,  together  with  the  full  history  of  its 
• 
red  to  Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate. 

)oLPH  also  submitted  resolutions: 

seph  Neumann  be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  allowed  the  sum  of  I to  furnish 

>  to  be  placed  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  a  suitable  glass  case  for  the 
1  and  preservation  of  the  Afnerican  silk  flag  heretofore  presented  by  said 
3umann  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  accepted  by  a  resolution  of 
July  12, 1870,  together  with  a  complete  history  pertaining  to  said  flag, 
e  officers  and  8ui>erintendent  of  said  Institute  are  hereby  requested  to  fur- 
assistance  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  above  object    Said  above-named 

to  be  paid  to  said  Joseph  Neumann  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 

•t  otherwise  appropriated,  and  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  is  hereby  authorized 
is  warrant  on  said  fund  for  said  sum  of  money. 

red  to  Committee    to  Audit    and    Control    the   Contingent 

js  of  the  Senate. 

S6Senate. 

OHN  P.  Jones,  of  Nevada,  reported  back  petition  of  Joseph 
n  and  resolution  by  Mr.  Dolph  with  the  statement  that  the 
ee  think  that  this  appropriation  can  not  come  out  of  the  con- 
fund  of  the  Senate,  and  they  wish  that  the  resolution,  with 
mpanying  papers,  be  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Appropri- 
Referred. 
\  1887— Senate. 

resident  pro  tempore  (Mr.  John  Sherman)  presented  a  peti- 

^oseph  Neumann  for  an  appropriation  for  a  case  for  the  preser- 

nd  exhibition  of  the  first  American  flag  made  of  native  silk, 

he  National  Museum. 

red  to  Committee  on  the  Library. 

.  Doc.  732 66 
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February  23,  ISSJ^Senate. 

Same  petition  presented  and   referred  to  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. 

SMmiSONIAN   FUND. 
June  22,  1886— House. 

Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Trea^wry^  Mr.  C.  S.  Fair- 
child^  in  regard  to  trust  funds  held  hy  the  United  States: 

Treasitry  Department, 

June  19f  1886. 


SMFTHSONIAN   FUND. 

Under  section  6,  act  July  7,  1838,  the  Set^rotary  of  the  Treaaiiry  inveHted  $515,169 
belonging  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  Arkannas  Static  bonds,  wliich  amount, 
with  $187,831  covered  into  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  said  Institution  since  then, 
constitutes  what  is  calle<l  tlie  "Smithsonian  fund,**  held  in  tnwt  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  on  the  total  amount  of  the  fund,  $703,000,  interest  is  paid  semi- 
annually to  said  Institution  at  the  rate  of  6  per  c«nt  per  annum. 


August  4,  1886. 


PUBLIC   PRINTING   AND   BINDING. 


Sundry  civil  act  for  1887. 


And  the  heads  of  the  Executive  Departments,  before  transmitting 
their  annual  reports  to  Congress  the  printing  of  which  is  chargeable 
to  this  appropriation,  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  carefully  examined 
and  shall  exclude  therefrom  all  matter,  including  engravings,  maps, 
drawings,  and  illustrations  except  such  as  they  shall  certify  in  their 
letters  transmitting  such  reports  to  be  necessary  and  to  relate  entirely 
to  the  transaction  of  public  business.  ♦  ♦  ♦  And  hereafter  the 
scientific  reports  known  as  the  monographs  and  bulletins  of  the  Geo- 
logical Survey  shall  not  be  published  until  specific  and  detailed  esti- 
mates are  made  therefor,  and  specific  appropriations  made  in  pursuance 
of  such  estimates;  and  no  engraving  for  the  annual  reports  or  for  such 
monographs  and  bulletins,  or  of  illustrations,  sections,  and  maps,  shall 
be  done  until  specific  estimates  are  submitted  therefor  and  specific 
appropriations  made  based  on  such  estimates:  Provided^  That  these 
limitations  shall  not  apply  to  the  current  fiscal  year,  nor  to  any  of  the 
reports,  mineral  resources,  monographs,  or  bulletins  that  may  have 
been  transmitted  for  publication  to  the  Public  Printer  prior  to  the 
passage  of  this  act:  Provided  further^  That  all  printing  and  engraving 
for  the  Geological  Survey,  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  the  Hydro- 
graphic  OflBce  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  the  Signal  Service  shall 
hereafter  be  estimated  for  separately  and  in  detail,  and  appropriated 
for  separately  for  each  of  said  Bureaus.  And  no  more  than  an  allot- 
ment of  one-half  of  the  sum  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  expended  in 
the  two  fii*st  quarters  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  no  more  than  one-fourth 
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a 

be  expended  in  either  of  the  two  last  quarters  of  the  fiscal 
that,  in  addition  thereto,  in  either  of  said  last  quarters, 
led  balances  of  allotments  for  preceding  quai*ters  may  be 

LV,  256.) 

SMITHSONIAN  GROUNDS. 

■^ — HousBf 

Estimates  for  1888. 

rovement,  care,  and  maintenance  of  the  Smithsonian  reservation, 
instruction  of  5,000  square  yards  of  asphalt  pavement,  $15,000.  This 
eringan  area  of  over  58  acres,  is  the  largest  and  one  of  the  handsomest 
has  within  its  limits  the  Smithsonian  building,  the  National  Museum, 
edical  Museum.  Without  permission  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  a 
Iding  and  several  workshops  have  been  constructed  upon  the  grounds 
:e,  just  east  of  the  Museum  building,  which  are  far  from  ornamental, 
removed  at  once.  The  employees  of  the  Museum  used  the  grounds 
eposes  connected  with  taxidermy,  and  frequently  during  the  summer 
ch  from  decaying  entrails  of  fish  was  very  great,  while  several  hand- 
•e  entirely  destroyed  by  the  fire  used  in  the  work  of  preparing 

I  to  continue  the  construction  of  a  first-class  asphalt  road  in  front  of 
n  building,  running  from  Seventh  to  Twelfth  streets,  a  distance  of 
,  varying  in  width  from  25  to  50  feet,  and  covering  an  area  of  about 
rds.  The  cost  will  be  about  $2  per  yard.  It  is  hoped  to  lay  about 
his  pavement  during  the  present  fiscal  year. 

of  the  $15,000  requested  as  will  be  available  after  providing  for  the 
•robably  $5,000,  will  be  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  drainage,  the 
enance  of  lawns,  roads,  paths,  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  of  this  handsome 

aeral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John.  M  Wilson, 
LietUenani^Coland  of  Engineers,  CoiUmd,  United  SUUes  Army, 
F  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 

SCHOOL  OF   RESEARCH  AND  MEDICINE. 
*86Senate, 

lent  pro  tempore  (Mr.  John  Sherman)  presented  resolu- 

1  by  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  in  favor  of 

inent  of  a  school  of  original  research  in  all  that  pertains 

edica,  therapeutics,  etc.,  to  be  connected  with  the  Smith- 

ution. 

o  Committee  on  Education  and  Xtfibor. 

ARMY  MEDICAL  MUSEUM  AND  LIBRARY. 

7 — House. 

Deficiency  estimates  for  1887,  etc. 

irse  the  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  building  for 
edical  Museum  and  Library  by  the  amount  expended  in 
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moving  a  large  wooden  building  belonging  to  the  National  Museum^ 
so  as  to  clear  the  site  selected  for  the  building  in  question,  $245. 

Smithsonian  iNfimruTioN, 
WoBhington,  D.  C,  January  6 ^  1887,  \ 

Sib:  I  respectfally  ask  that  the  following  item  be  inserted  in  the  deficiency  bill 
which  you  are  about  transmitting  to  Congress: 

To  reimburse  the  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  Army  Med- 
ical Museum  and  Library  by  the  amount  expended  in  moving  a  laive  wooden  build* 
ing  belonging  to  the  National  Museumi  so  as  to  clear  the  site  selected  for  the  building 
in  question,  9245. 

The  annexed  building  in  question  was  erected  several  years  ago,  for  the  purpon 
of  carrying  out  a  provision  of  Congress  for  the  participation  by  the  National  Museaniy 
U.  8.  Fish' Commission,  and  the  U.  8.  Geological  Survey  in  the  New  Orleans  National 
Exhibition,  and  had  been  placed  where  it  was  most  convenient  at  the  time.  Subse- 
quently, when  a  site  was  selected  for  the  new  building  of  the  Army  Medical  Museum, 
this  construction  was  found  to  encroach  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  it  necessary  to 
move  it  some  50  or  more  feet,  and  as  there  was  no  appropriation  available  for  the 
purpose,  it  was  done  at  the  expense  of  the  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  the 
Army  Medical  Museum  building,  the  demands  upon  which  have  Ix^n  ver>' great,  so 
as  to  naturally  induce  the  desire  for  reimbursal.  Unfortunately  the  National 
Museum  has  no  funds  applicable  to  this  purpose,  and  the  subject  is  respectfully  tranth  -^ 
mitted  to  Congress  for  its  action. 

Very  respectfully, 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 

Secretary  Smithsonian  Institutioru 
Hon.  Daniel  Manning, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  WashingtoUf  D.  C, 


reid's  sword. 

January  21,  1887^$enat9, 

The  President  pro  tempore  (Mr.  John  Sherman)  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
(Ex.  Doc.  45),  which  was  read  and,  with  the  accompanying  papers, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  communication  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Samuel  C.  Reid, 
who  offers  to  the  United  States  the  battle  sword  (now  in  my  custody)  of  his  father, 
Capt.  Samuel  Chester  Reid,  who  commanded  the  Uniteil  States  private-armed  brig 
General  Armstrong  at  the  battle  of  Fayal,  in  September,  1814. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  appropriate  action  be  taken  by  Congress  for  the 

acceptance  of  this  gift. 

Gkover  Cleveland. 

ExBctJTivE  Mansion, 

Washington^  January  f  (?,  1887. 

February  15,  1887 — House. 

Resolution  accepting  the  sword  of  Capt.  Samuel  Chester  Reid,  ten- 
dered as  a  gift  by  his  son,  Samuel  C.  Reid,  referred  to  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

February  19,  1887— House. 

Reported  by  Mr.  John  A.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 
Referred  to  Committee  of  Whole. 


•£ 


